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WASHINGTON: 
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PREFACE. 


By an act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an appropriation 
“to enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Official 
Records of the War of the Rebellion, both of the Union and Confed- 
erate Armies,” and directed him “to have ebpied for the Public Printer 
all reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore copied 
or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.” 

Appropriations for continuing such preparation have been made from 
time to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided “ for 
the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 
10,000 copies of a compilation of the Official Records (Union and Con- 
federate) of the War of the Rebellion, so far as the same may be ready 
for publication, during the fiscal year”; and that “of said number, 
7,000 copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, 2,000 
copies for the use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the 
Executive Departments.” * 

This compilation will be the first general publication of the military 
records of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can be 
obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical value. 


* Volumes I to V distributed under act approved June 16, 1880. The act approved 
August 7, 1882, provides that— 

‘<The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shail be distributed 
as follows: One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now provided by 
law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War among officers of 
the Army and contributors to the work. Hight thousand three hundred copies shall 
be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organizations, and individuals as 
may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and Delegates of the Forty- 
seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-six, and each 
Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of such addresses, and the 
volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are published, until the pub- 
lication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Delegates shall inform the 
Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those heretofore published they 
have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies of the eleven thousand to 
be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be distributed as provided 
herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of publication with ten per 
cent. added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury. 
I£ two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address the Secretary of 
War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or Delegates, who have designated 
the same, who thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or individuals, 
The Secretary of War shall report to the first session of the Forty-eighth Congress 
what volumes of the series heretofore published have not been furnished to such 
libraries, organizations, and individuals. He shall also inform distributees at whose 


instance the volumes are sent.” a 


iv PREFACE. 


The publication will present the records in the following order of 
arrangement: 

The ist Series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Con- 
federate, of the first seizures of United States property in the Southern 
States, and of all military operations in the field, with the correspond- 
ence, orders, and returns relating specially thereto, and, as proposed 
is to be accompanied by an Atlas.. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns 
and several theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the 
events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be imme. 
diately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspondence, &c., 
not embraced in the *¢reports” proper will follow (first Union and next 
Confederate) in chronological order. 

The 2d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so 
far as the military authorities were concerned) to State or political 
prisoners. 

The 3d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with 
the Confederate officials) not relating specially to the subjects of the 
Jirst and second series. It will set forth the annual and special reports 
of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of the chiefs of 
the several staff corps and departments; the calls for troops, and the 


correspondence between the national and the several State authorities: — 
The 4th Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and | 


returns of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the 
Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the correspondence 
between the Union and Confederate authorities given in that series. 
ROBERT N. SCOTT, 
Major Third Art., and Bvt. Lieut. Col. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, August 23, 1880. 


‘ Approved: 
ALEX. RAMSEY, 
Secretary of War. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 


OPERATIONS IN MISSISSIPPI AND WEST TENNESSEE 


INCLUDING THOSE IN ARKANSAS AND LOUISIANA CONNECTED 
WITH THE SIEGE OF VICKSBURG. 


b 


January 20-August 10, 1863. 


BARE he 


REPORTS—January 20-May 15." 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL HKVENTS.I 


Jan. 25, 1863.—Scout between Bolivar, Tenn., and Ripley, Miss. 
27, 1863.—Affair near Germantown, Tenn. 
28, 1863.—Skirmish near Yorkville, Tenn. 
Skirmish near Collierville, Tenn. 
28-30, 1863.—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., toward Ripley, Miss. 
29, 1863.—Skirmish near Richmond, La. 
30, 1863.—Maj. Gen. Ulysses 8. Grant, U.S. Army, assumes immediate com- 
mand of the expedition against Vicksburg. 
Skirmish at Dyersburg, Tenn. 
31, 1863.—Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand, U.S. Army, assumes command of 
the Thirteenth Army Corps. 
Feb. 2- 3, 1863.—Passage of the Vicksburg and Warrenton batteries, and capture 
of the steamers A. W. Baker, Moro, and Berwick Bay by the 
Queen of the West. 
2- 5, 1863.—Reconnaissance in the vicinity of Saulsbury, Tenn, 
3, 1863.—Attack on Fort Donelson, Tenn. 
6, 1863.—Scout in the vicinity of Fort Pillow, Tenn, 
8, 1863.—Affair near Camp Sheldon, Miss. 
9, 1863.—Affair near Moscow, Tenn. 
10, 1863.—Affair near Camp Sheldon, Miss. 
Skirmish at Old River, La. 


“Including the “‘ General Reports” for whole period, January 20-August 10, 1863. 
+ Of some of the minor conflicts noted in this ‘ pene no circumstantial reports 


are on file. 
+ See Series I, Vol. XXIII, Part I, p. 31. 
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Feb. 10-14, 1863.—Operations on the Red, Atchafalaya, and Black Rivers, La., and 
capture (14th) of the Queen of the West. 
13, 1863.—Passage of the Vicksburg batteries by the Indianola.* 

13-14, 1863.—Expedition from La Grange, Tenn., to Mount Pleasant and La- 
mar, Miss. 

14-26, 1863.—Expedition to Greenville, Miss., and Cypress Bend, Ark., with 
skirmishes (19th) at Cypress Bend and (23d) at Deer Creek 
and Fish Lake Bridge, near Greenville. 

16, 1863.—Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U.S. Army, assumes command of 
the Sixteenth Army Corps. 
Skirmish at Yazoo Pass, Miss. 
17, 1863.—Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., against guerrillas. 
17-21, 1863.—Expedition from Lexington to Clifton, Tenn. 
18, 1863.—Affair near Moscow, Tenn. 
19, 1863.—Skirmish near Coldwater River, Miss. 
Skirmish near Yazoo Pass, Miss. 
24, 1863.—Capture of the Indianola. 
24—April 8, 1863.—The Yazoo Pass Expedition (by Moon Lake, Yazoo Pass, 
and the Coldwater and Tallahatchee Rivers), including en- 
gagements (March 11, 13, and 16, and April 2 and 4) at Fort 
Pemberton, near Greenwood, Miss. 
27, 1863.—Skirmish near Bloomington, on the Hatchie River, Tenn. 
Expedition from Fort Pillow, Tenn. 
Mar. 2-3, 1863.—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Hudsonville and Salem, Miss., 
and Saulsbury, Tenn. 
8-12, 1863.—Expedition from La Grange, and skirmishes (9th and 10th) near 
Covington, Tenn. 
Expedition from Collierville, Tenn. 

10-16, 1863.—Scout to La Fayette and Moscow, Tenn., and skirmish. 

14-27, 1863.—The Steele’s Bayou expedition (to Rolling Fork, Miss., by Muddy, 
Steele’s, and Black Bayou and Deer Creek), with skirmishes 
(21st and 22d) on Deer Creek and (24th and: 25th) on Black 
Bayou. 

15-16, 1863.—Skirmishes near Hernando, Miss. 

16-18, 1863.—Expedition from Jackson to Trenton, Tenn. 

19, 1863.—Passage of the Grand Gulf batteries by the Hartford and Monon- 
gahela. 

21, 1863.—Guerrilla attack on railway train between Bolivar and Grand 
Junction, Tenn. 

21-22, 1863.—Scout from La Grange to Saulsbury, Tenn. 

23, 1863.—Attack on the Warrenton batteries by the Hartford and Monon- 
gahela, 

24, 1863.—Skirmish on Davis’ Mill road, near La Grange, Tenn. 

25, 1863.—Passage of the Vicksburg batteries by the Switzerland, and 
destruction of the Lancaster. 

——April 1, 1863.—Expedition to Booneville, Miss. 

28-April 3, 1863.—Expeditions from La Grange to Moscow and Macon, and 
action near Belmont, Tenn. 

29, 1863.—Affair at Moscow, Tenn. 

31, 1863.—Engagement at Grand Gulf, Miss. 

31-April 3, 1863.—Scout from Lexington to mouth of Duck River, Tenn. 


* See reports of Acting Rear Admiral David D. Porter and Lieutenant-Commander 


ee eae U.S, Navy. (Annual Report of the Seeretary of the Navy, December 
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Mar. 31-April 17, 1863.—Operations from Milliken’s Bend to New Carthage, La. 
Apr. 1-16, 1863.—Expedition from Jackson, Tenn., to the Hatchie River, and skir- 
miishes. 


2- 6, 1863.—Scout in Beaver Creek Swamp, Tenn. 
2-14, 1863.—Expedition to Greenville, Black Bayou, and Deer Creek, Miss., 
with skirmishes, April 7, 8, and 10. 
4, 1863.—Skirmish on Nonconnah Creek, near Memphis, Tenn. 
5—- 6, 1863.—Scout from Grand Junction to Saulsbury, Tenn. 
5- 7, 1863.—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Early Grove and Mount Pleasant, 
Miss. 
9, 1863.—Skirmish near the Obion River, Tenn. 
10-11, 1863.—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Hudsonville, Lockhart’s Mills, 
Mount Pleasant, and Early Grove, Miss. 
11, 1863.—Scout from La Grange to Saulsbury, Tenn. 
Skirmish at Courtney’s Plantation, Miss. 
15, 1863.—Expedition from La Grange to Saulsbury, Tenn. 
| 15-May 2, 1863.—Dodge’s expedition from Corinth, Miss., to Courtland, 
‘ Ala.” 
16, 1863.—Passage of the Vicksburg batteries by gunboats and transports. 
17-May 2, 1863.—Grierson’s raid from LaGrange, Tenn., to Baton Rouge, La. 
18-24, 1863.—Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to the Coldwater, Miss., includ- 
ing action (18th) at Hernando, and skirmish (19th) at Perry’s 
Ferry. 
19, 1863.—Skirmish at Trenton, Tenn. 
22, 1863.—Passage of the Vicksburg and Warrenton batteries by transports. 
24, 1863.—Expedition to Lake Saint Joseph, La. 
25-29, 1863.—Expedition to Hard Times Landing, La., and skirmishes (26th) 
at Phelps’ and Clark’s Bayous, and (28th) at Choctaw Bayou, or 
Lake Bruin. 
29, 1863.—Bombardment of Grand Gulf, Miss., and passage of the batteries. 
29-May 1, 1863.—Demonstration against Haynes’ and Drumgould’s Bluffs, or 
engagement at Snyder’s Mill, Miss. 
29-May 5, 1863.—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., into Northern Mississippi. 
May 1, 1863.—Battle of Port Gibson, or Thompson’s Hill, Miss. 

2, 1863.—Skirmish on the South Fork of Bayou Pierre, Miss. ; 

3, 1863.—Skirmishes on the North Fork of Bayou Pierre, at Willow Springs, 
Ingraham’s Heights, Jones’ Cross-Roads, Forty Hills, and Han- 
kinson’s Ferry, Big Black River, Miss. 

: 4, 1863.—Engagement at Fort De Russy, Red River, La. 
‘j Attempt of the tug George Sturgess to pass the Vicksburg bat- 
: teries. 
3 Skirmish at Hankinson’s Ferry, Miss. 
i 5, 1863.—Action at King’s Creek, near Tupelo, Miss. 
; Skirmish at Big Sandy Creek, Miss. 
9, 1863.—Skirmish at Bayou Tensas, near Lake Providence, La. 
Skirmish near Big Sandy Creek, Miss. 
9-10, 1863.—Skirmishes at and near Utica, Miss. . 
10, 1863.—Skirmishes at Caledonia and Pin Hook, La. 
Attack on Fort Beauregard, La. 
11, 1863.—Raid on the New Orleans and Jackson Railroad, near Crystal 
Springs, Miss. 
11-15, 1863.—Expedition from La Grange, Tenn., to Panola, Miss., and skir- 
mishes (11th) at Coldwater and (14th) at Walnut Hill, Miss. 
12, 1863.—Engagement at Raymond, Miss. 


* See Series I, Vol, XXIII, Part I, p. 241. 
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May =: 12, 1863,—Skirmish at Greenville, Miss. 
Skirmish at Fourteen-Mile Creek, Miss. 
13, 1863.—Skirmishes at Mississippi Springs and at Baldwin’s and Hall’s 
Ferries, Miss. 
14, 1863.—Engagement at Jackson, Miss. 


GENERAL REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, General-in-Chief, U.S. Army. 

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, U.S. Army, commanding Army of the Tennessee, 
including correspondence with the authorities at Washington, January 
20-July 10. 

No. 3.—Mr. Charles A. Dana, special commissioner of the United States War De- 
partment. 

No. 4.—Capt. Frederick E. Prime, U. 8. Corps of Engineers, Chief gasses of 
operations January 30-May 4. 

No. 5.—Lieut. Col. James H. Wilson, Assistant Inspector-General, U. S. Army, Chief 
of Topographical Engineers, of operations April 24— Maz He 

No. 6.—Capt. Ocran H. Howard, U.S.Signal Corps, Chief Signal Officer, of opera- 
tions April 3—July 4. 

No. 7.—Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand, U. 8. Army, commanding Thirteenth Army 
Corps, of operations March 30-June 17, with resulting correspondence. 

No. 8.—Lieut. Francis Tunica, Engineer Officer Ninth Division, of operations April 
17-May 24. 

No. 9.—Message of President Davis, transmitting to the Confederate Congress cer- 
tain correspondence with General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army. 

No. 10.—General Joseph E. Johnston, C.8. Army, of operations March 12-July 20. 

No. 11.—Lieut. Gen. John C. Pemberton, C. 8S. Army, commanding Department of 
Mississippi and East Louisiana, of operations April 4—July 4. 


No. 1. 
Report of Maj.-Gen. Henry W. Halleck, General-in-Chief, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., November 15, 1863. 


Sir: In compliance with your orders, I submit the following sum- 
mary of military operations since my last annual report: 


* * * * * * * 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 


At the date cf my last annual report [Nov. 9, 1862],* Major-General 
Grant occupied West Tennessee and the northern boundary of Mis- 
sissippi. The object of the campaign of this army was the opening of 
the Mississippi River, in conjunction with the army of General Banks. 
General Grant was instructed to drive the enemy in the interior as far 
south as possible, and destroy their railroad communications ; then to 
fall back to Memphis, and embark his available forees on transports, 
and, with the assistance of the fleet of Admiral Porter, reduce Vicks- : 
burg. The first part of this plan was most successfully executed, but 
the right wing of the army sent against Vicksburg, under Major-Gen- 
eral Sherman, found that place much stronger than was expected. Two 
attacks were made on the 28th and 29th of December, but, failing in 


a et 


* Bracketed matter in compilation is explanatory, 
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their object, our troops were withdrawn, and, while waiting for re- 
enforcements from General Grant, moved up the Arkansas River to 
Arkansas Post, which place was, with the assistance of the gunboats, 
captured on the 11th of January. 

Our loss at Vicksburg was 191 killed, 982 wounded, and 756 missing ; 
at Arkansas Post, 129 killed, 831 wounded, and 17 missing. We cap- 
tured at the latter place 5,000 prisoners, 17 cannon, 3,000 small-arms, 
46,000 rounds of ammunition, and 563 animals.* 

General Grant now assumed the immediate command of the army on 
the Mississippi, which was largely re-enforced. Being satisfied by the 
result of General Sherman’s operations that the north line of the ene- 
my’s works was too strong to be carried without a very heavy loss, he 
directed his attention to opening the canal, which had been commenced 
the year before by General Williams, across the peninsula, on the west 
bank of the river. This canal had been improperly located, its upper 
terminus being in an eddy and the lower terminus being exposed to 
the enemy’s guns. Nevertheless, it was thought that it could be com. 
pleted sooner than a new one could be constructed. While working . 

parties, under Captain Prime, chief engineer of that army, were dili- 
gently employed upon this canal, General Grant directed his attention 
to several other projects for turning the enemy’s position. These are 
fully described in his official report. 

The canal proving impracticable, and his other plans being unsuccess- 
ful, he determined to move his army by land down the west bank of the 
river some 70 miles, while transports for crossing should run past the 
enemy’s batteries at Vicksburg. The danger of ranning the batteries 
being very great, and the roads on the west side in horrible condition, 
this was a difficult and hazardous expedient, but it seemed to be the 
only possible solution of the problem. The execution of the plan, how- 
ever, was greatly facilitated by Admiral Farragut, who had run two of 
his vessels past the enemy’s batteries at Port Hudson and Grand Gulf, 
and cleared the river of the enemy’s boats below Vicksburg, and, finally, 
through the indomitable energy of the commanding general and the ad- 
mirable dispositions of Admiral Porter for running the enemy’s batte- 
ries, the operation was completely successful. 

The army crossed the river at Bruinsburg April 30, turned Grand 
Gulf, and engaged the enemy near Port Gibson on the Ist and at Four- 
teen-Mile Creekt on the 3d of May. The enemy was defeated in both 
engagements, with heavy loss. General Grant then moved his forces, 
by rapid marches, to the north, in order to separate the garrison of 
Vicksburg from the covering army of Johnston. This movement was 
followed by the battles of Raymond, May 12; of Jackson, May 14; of 

_ Champion’s Hill, May 16, and Big Black River Bridge, May 17, in all 

— of which our troops were victorious. General Grant then proceeded to 

invest Vicksburg. 

In order to facilitate General Grant’s operations, by destroying the 
enemy’s line of communication and preventing the early concentration of 
any re-enforcements, Colonel (now Brigadier-General) Grierson was sent: 
with a cavalry force from La Grange, on the 17th of April, to traverse 
- the interior of the State of Mississippi. This expedition was most suc- 

-cessfully conducted. It destroyed many of the enemy’s railroad bridges, 
~ depots, and much rolling stock, and reached Baton Rouge, La., in safety, 
on the 2d of May. 

On returning to Vicksburg, General Grant found his forces insuffi- 


* See Series I, Vol. XVII, Part I, p. 708. + Sic. See Grant’s report, p. 49. _ 
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cient to entirely invest the enemy’s works. There was, therefore, dan- 
ger that the two bodies of the enemy under Pemberton and Johnston 
might yet effect a junction, as it was known that the latter was being 
largely re-enforced from Bragg’s army in Middle and East Tennessee. 
Under these circumstances, General Grant determined to attempt to 
carry the place by assault. ‘Two unsuccessful attacks were made May 
19 and 22, but, as re-enforcements reached him a few days after suffi- 
ciently large to enable him to completely invest the rebel defenses, he 
resorted to the slower, but more certain, operations of a regular siege. 
By the 3d of July his saps were so far advanced as to render his suc- 
cess certain, and on that day General Pemberton proposed an armistice 
and capitulation, which were finally accepted, and Vicksburg surren- 
dered on the 4th of July. 

In the language of General Grant’s official report, the results of this 
short campaign were— ; 

The defeat of the enemy in five battles outside of Vicksburg, the occupation of 
Jackson, the capital of the State of Mississippi, and the capture of Vicksburg and its 
garrison and munitions of war, a loss to the enemy of 37,000 prisoners, among whom 
were 15 general officers, at least 10,0@0 killed and wounded, and among the killed Gen- 
erals Tracy, Tilghman, and Green, and hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of strag- 
glers, who can never be collected and reorganized. Arms and munitions of war for an 
army of 60,000 men have fallen into our hands, besides a large amount of other pub- 
lic property, consisting of railroads, locomotives, cars, steamboats, cotton, &c., and 
much was destroyed to prevent our capturing it. 

Our losses in the series of battles may be summed up as follows :* 
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Of the wounded, many were but slightly wounded, and continued on duty; many_ 


more required but a few days or weeks for their recovery. Not more than one-half 
of the wounded were permanently disabled. 


When we consider the character of the country in which this army 
operated, the formidable obstacles to be overcome, the number of the 
enemy’s forces, and the strength of his works, we cannot fail to admire 
the courage and endurance of the troops and the skill and daring of 
eee commander. No more brilliant exploit can be found in military 
istory. 

It has been alleged, and the allegation has been widely circulated by 
the press, that General Grant, in the conduct of his campaign, posi- 
tively disobeyed the instructions of his superiors. It is hardly neces- 
sary to remark that General Grant never disobeyed an order or instrue- 
tion, but always carried out, to the best of his ability, every wish or 
suggestion made to him by the Government; moreover, he has never 
complained that the Government did not furnish him all the means and 
assistance in its power to facilitate the execution of any plan which he 
saw fit to adopt. 


* But see general summary of casualties, Part II, p. 167. 
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While the main Army of the Tennessee was operating against Vicks- 
burg, the enemy’s forces on the west side of the river made unsuccessful 
attacks on Milliken’s Bend and Lake Providence, on the 6th and 10th 
of June. Our loss in the former was 101 killed, 285 wounded, and 266 
missing; loss in the latter not reported. It is represented that the 
colored troops in these desperate engagements fought with great brav- 
ery, and that the rebels treated this class of prisoners of war, as well as 
their officers, with great barbarity. It has not been possible, however, 
to ascertain the correctness of these representations in regard to the 
treatment of these prisoners. 

After the capture of Vicksburg, General Grant reported that his 
troops were so much fatigued and worn out with forced marches and 
the labors of the siege as to absolutely require several weeks of repose 
before undertaking another campaign. Nevertheless, as the exigencies 
of the service seemed to require it, he sent out those who were least 
fatigued on several important expeditions, while the others remained at 
Vicksburg to put that place in a better defensible condition for a small 
garrison. 

As soon as Vicksburg capitulated, General Sherman was sent in pur- 
suit of Johnston’s forces. The latter retreated to Jackson, Miss., which 
place was taken by us on the 16th of July. Our loss was about 1,000 
killed, wounded, and missing. General Sherman captured 764 prison- 
ers, two rifled guns, a large amount of ammunition, and destroyed the 
railroad, rolling stock, &c. The enemy retreated toward the Alabama 
line, and General Sherman returned to Vicksburg to recuperate his 
forces. 

A wilitary and naval force was sent to Yazoo City on the 13th. It 
took 300 prisoners, captured one steamer, and burned five; took 6 
cannon, 250 small-arms, and some 800 horses and mules. No loss on 
our side reported. 

Small expeditions were also sent against Canton, Pontotoc, Grenada, 
and Natchez, Miss. At Grenada a large amount of rolling stock was 
destroyed, and near Natchez General Ransom captured 5,000 head of 
Texas cattle, a number of prisoners and teams, and a large amount of 
ammunition. The other expeditions were also successful, meeting with 
very little opposition. 

As soon as his army was supplied and rested, General Grant sent a 
force, under General Steele, to Helena, to co-operate with General Scho- 
field’s troops against Little Rock, and another, under Generals Ord and 
Herron, to New Orleans to re-enforce General Banks for such ulterior 
operations as he might deem proper to undertake. ; 

Small expeditions were also sent to the Red River and to Harrison- 
burg and Monroe, on the Washita, to break up and destroy guerrilla 
bands. 

After General Grant left Vicksburg to assume the general command 
east of the Mississippi, General McPherson moved with a part of his 
force to Canton, Miss., scattering the enemy’s cavalry and destroying 
his materials and roads in the center of that State. 

% % % * * * * 


All of which is respectfully submitted. . 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
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Reports of Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, U. S. Army, commanding Army 
of the Tennessee, including correspondence with the authorities at Wash- 
ington, January 20-July 10. 


No. 2. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Memphis, Tenn., January 20, 1863. 

I returned here last night from a visit to the expedition under Gen- 
eral McClernand. I had a conversation with Admiral Porter, General 
McClernand, and General Sherman. The former and latter, who have 
had the best opportunity of studying the enemy’s positions and plans, 
agree that the work of reducing Vicksburg is one of time, and will 
require a large force at the final struggle. With what troops I have 
already designated from here, no more forces will be required for the 
present, but I will suggest whether it would not be well to know before- 
hand where they are to come from when required, if required at all. 

The enemy have the bluffs from Haynes’ Bluff, on the Yazoo (this is 
where the raft across the river is constructed), to the Mississippi, and 
down until they recede from the river, completely and thoroughly 
fortified. 

I propose running a canal through, starting far enough above the old 
one commenced last summer to receive the stream where it impinges 
against the shore with the greatest velocity. The old canal left the 
river in an eddy, and in a line perpendicular to the stream, and also to 
the crest of the hills opposite, with a battery directed against the outlet. 
This new canal will debouch below the bluffs on the opposite side of 
the river, and give our gunboats a fair chance against any fortifications 
that may be placed to oppose them. 

But for the intolerable rains that we have had, and which have filled 
the swamps and bayous so that they cannot dry up again this winter, 
a landing might be effected at Milliken’s Bend, and roads constructed 
through to the Yazoo above the raft or Haynes’ Bluff, and the enemy’s 
works turned from that point. Once back of the intrenchments on the 
crest of the bluffs, the enemy would be compelled to come out and give 
us an open field fight, or submit to having all his communications cut 
and be left to starve out. 

I would make no suggestions unasked if you were here to see for 
yourself, or if I did not know that as much of your time is taken up 
with each of several other departments as with this. As, however, I 
control only the troops in a limited department, and can only draw re- 
enforcements from elsewhere by making application through Washing- 
ton, and as a demonstration made upon any part of the old district of 
West Tennessee might force me to withdraw a large part of the force 
from the vicinity of Vicksburg, I would respectfully ask if it would 
not be policy to combine the four departments in the West under one 
commander. As I am the senior department commander in the West, 
I will state that I have no desire whatever for such combined command, 
but would prefer the command I now have to any other that can be 
given. 

I regard it as my duty to state that I found there was not sufficient 
confidence felt in General McClernand as a commander, either by the 
Army or Navy, to insure him success. Of course, all would co-operate 
to the best of their ability, but still with a distrust. This is a matter 
I made no inquiries about, but it was forced upon me. Asitis my in- 
tention to command in person, unless otherwise directed, there is no 
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Special necessity of mentioning this matter; but I want you to know 
that others besides myself agree in the necessity of the course I had 
already determined upon pursuing. Admiral Porter told me that he had 
written freely to the Secretary of the Navy, with the request that what 
he said might be shown to the Secretary of War. 

General Gorman had gone up the White River with most of his forces, 
taking a great deal of the river transportation with him. I find great 
difficulty in getting boats to transport the troops. With the orders I 
gave, however, to release boats as fast as they can be dispensed with, 
I hope to remedy all difficulties of this kind. 

U.S. GRANT, 
“4 Major-General. 
General H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C. 


MeEmpuis, TENN., January 20, 1863—11.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 
1 found the Mississippi expedition at the mouth of the Arkansas, and 


- started it from there immediately to Young’s Point. A canal will at 


once be surveyed and cut. The weather is highly unfavorable for op- 
erations, and streams all very high and rising. The work of reducing 
Vicksburg will take time and men, but can be accomplished. Gorman 
has gone up the White River with a great part of his force. So many 
transports being kept there, makes it almost impossible to get transpor- 
tation for troops. Both banks of the Mississippi should be under one 
commander, at least during present operations. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, January 21, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT, Memphis : 

GENERAL: The President has directed that so much of Arkansas as 
you may desire to control be temporarily attached to your department. 
This will give you control of both banks of the river.* 

In your operations down the Mississippi you must not rely too confi- 
dently upon any direct co-operation of General Banks and the lower 
flotilla, as it is possible that they may not be able to pass or reduce Port 
Hudson. They, however, will do everything in their power to form a 
junction with you at Vicksburg. If they should not be able to effect 
this, they will at least occupy a portion of the enemy’s forces and pre- 
vent them from re-enforcing Vicksburg. I hope, however, that they 
will do still better and be able to join you. 

It may be proper to give you some explanation of the revocation of 
your order expelling all Jews from your department. The President 
has no objection to your expelling traitors and Jew peddlers, which, I 
suppose, was the object of your order; but, as it in terms proscribed an 
entire religious class, some of whom are fighting in our ranks, the 


. President deemed it necessary to revoke it. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


* See telegram from Halleck to Grant, same date, quoted in Grant to Gorman, Jan- 
uary 22, Part III, p.6. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., January 25, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT, Memphis, Tenn. : 
Direct your attention particularly to the canal proposed across the 
point. The President attaches much importance to this. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., January 25, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, ; 
General-in- Chief : 
I leave for the fleet at Vicksburg to-morrow. Since leaving there, 
one week ago, I have not had one word from them. The constant rains 
and tremendous rise in the river may operate against us for the time 


being. ; 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., January 27, 1863—7 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

News just received from Vicksburg says water new in old canal, and 
rising rapidly. In a short time our batteries of Parrott guns will com- 
mand the river below town. Vicksburg papers say that General Banks 
is fortifying Baton Rouge. I hold two divisions here ready to re-enforce 
the expedition as soon as wanted; also Gorman’s forces. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


VICKSBURG, MIss., January 29, 1863—5 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


Water in the canal is 5 feet deep, and river rising. Thereis no wash, 


however, and no signs of its enlarging. I will let the water in from the 
Yazoo up, and try the effect. I have ordered troops from Helena, 
escorted by a gunboat, the whole in charge of Colonel Wilson, topo- 


graphical engineer, to cut the levee across Yazoo Pass, and to explore’ 


through to the Coldwater, if possible. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MIss., 
January 31, 1863—3 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, ‘ 
General-in- Chief : 

I am pushing everything to gain a passage, avoiding Vicksburg. 
Prospects not flattering by the canal of last summer. Other routes are 
ae prospected, and work in the mean time progressing on the old 
canal. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSER, 
Before Vicksburg, February 1, 1863. 
Col. J. CO. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

COLONEL: Herewith I inclose you copy of General Orders, No. 13, 
from these headquarters, and of correspondence between General Mc- 
Clernand and myself, growing out of it. 

It is due to myself to state that I am not ambitious to have this or 
any other command. I am willing to do all in my power in any position 
assigned me. 

General McClernand was assigned to duty in this department, with 
instructions to me to assign him to the command of an army corps op- 
erating on the Mississippi River, and to give him the chief command, 
under my direction. This I did, but subsequently receiving authority 
to assign the command to any one | thought most competent, or to take 
it myself, I determined to at least be present with the expedition.* 

If General Sherman had been left in command here, such is my confi- 
dence in him that I would not have thought my presence necessary. 
But whether I do General McClernand injustice or not, I have not con- 
fidence in his ability as a soldier to conduct an expedition of the magni- 
tude of this one successfully. In this opinion I have no doubt but lam 
borne out by a majority of the officers of the expedition, though I have 
not questioned one of them on the subject. 

I respectfully submit this whole matter to the General-in-Chief and 
the President. Whatever the decision made by them, I will cheerfully 
submit to and give a hearty support. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 
GENERAL ORDERS, Hpars. DEPT. OF THE TENNESSER, 
No. 18. In Field, Young’s Point, La., January 30, 1863. 


I. Maj. Gen. U.S. Grant, commanding Department of the Tennessee, 
hereby assumes the immediate command of the expedition against Vicks- 


_ burg, and department headquarters will hereafter be with the expedi- 


tion. 

II. Army corps commanders will resume the immediate command of 
their respective corps, and will report to and receive orders direct from 
these headquarters. 

IlJ. As army corps to be effective should be complete in their organ- 
ization, and ready at all times for any move they may be called on to 
make, without looking to department or other headquarters for any- 
thing more than the replenishing of their supplies, no changes or 
transfers will be made by department orders, unless absolutely neces- 
sary for the interest of the service. 

IV. The Thirteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. J. A. McClernand com 
manding, is charged with garrisoning the post of Helena, Ark., and 
any other point on the west bank of the river it may be necessary to 


~. hold south of that place. 


By order of Maj. Gen. U. 8. Grant: 
JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* See Series I, Vol. XVII, Part I, p. 476, and Part IT, p. 555. 


& ' 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, January 30, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee: 


General Orders, No. 13, is this moment received. I hasten to inquire 
whether its purpose is to relieve me from the command of all or any 
portion of the forces composing the Mississippi River expedition, or, in 
other words, whether its purpose is to limit my command to the Thir- 
teenth Army Corps. I am led to make this inquiry, because, while 
such seems to be the intention, it conflicts with the order of the Secre- 
tary of War, made under the personal direction of the President, bear- 
ing date October 21, 1862, of which the following is an extract: 

Major-General McClernand is directed to proceed to the States of Indiana, Illinois, 
and Iowa, to organize the troops remaining in those States, * * * and forward 
them * * * to Memphis, Cairo, or such other points as may hereafter be desig- 
nated, * * * to the end that when a sufficient force not required by the opera- 
tions of General Grant’s command [then in West Tennessee] shall be raised, an expe- 
dition may be organized under Generz] McClernand’s command against Vicksburg 
and to clear the Mississippi to New Orleans. 

Also with the order of the General-in-Chief to you, dated December 
18, 1862, of which the following is an extract: 

It is the wish of the President that General McClernand’s corps shall constitute a 


part of the river expedition, and that he shall have the immediate command, under 
your direction. 


Also with your communication of the same date, based on the pre- 
ceding order, and giving me command of the expedition, and with your 
verbal assurance of yesterday that my relations to the forces here would 
continue undisturbed.* 

I repeat that I respectfully ask for an explanation of this seeming 
conflict of authority and orders, that I may be enabled to guide my 
action intelligently. 

By [Special] Orders, No. 22, you extend your command as far west 
from the Mississippi River as your orders may reach. By General 
Orders, No. 13, you charge the Thirteenth Army Corps with garrison- 
ing Helena and other points south. Is it to be understood that my 
command west of the Mississippi is so coextensive with the purview of 
Special Orders, No. 22? 

Again, you charge the Thirteenth Army Corps with garrisoning the 
west bank of the Mississippi. Am I to understand that I am to act on 
my own judgment in fixing the number, strength, and location of those 
garrisons, or simply by your directions? It is quite obvious that the 
whole or a large portion of the Thirteenth Army Corps must be ab- 
sorbed by these garrisons if the purpose is to afford complete protec- 
tion to all lawful vessels navigating the river; and thus, while having 
projected the Mississippi River expedition, and having been by a series 
fs Sl assigned to the command of it, I may be entirely withdrawn 
rom it. 

For the reason last stated, and because the portion of the Thirteenth 
Army Corps taking part in this expedition is very much smaller than 
any other corps of your command, and because my forces are here and 


* See Series I, Vol. XVII, Part II, p. 425. 
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those of others have yet to come, why not detach from the latter to 

garrison the river shore and relieve all those here from liability to 

that charge? 
Your obedient servant, 


JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, January 31, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding Thirteenth Army Corps: 


GENERAL: The intention of General Orders, No. 13, is that I will 
take direct command of the Mississippi River expedition, which neces- 
sarily limits your command to the Thirteenth Army Corps. 

In charging the Thirteenth. Army Corps with garrisoning the west 
bank of the river, I add to it any forces belonging to‘any command on 
that bank not already assigned to other corps, and, instead of weaken- 
ing your force in the field, it will strengthen it by about 7,000 men, still 
leaving a proper garrison at Helena, the only place I now deem necessary 
to garrison. All forces and posts garrisoned by the Thirteenth Army 
Corps are under your command, subject, of course, to directions from 
these headquarters. | 

I regard the President as Commander-in-Chief of the Army, and will 
obey every order of his, but as vet I have seen no order to prevent my 
taking immediate command in the field, and since the dispatch referred 
to in your note, I have received another from the General-in-Chief of 
the Army, authorizing me directly to take command of this army. 

I at first thought I would publish no order taking command, but soon 
saw it would be much more convenient to issue ie direct to corps 
commanders whilst present with the command thai’ through another 
commander. 

Your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Before Vicksburg, February 1, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee: 


GENERAL: Your dispatch of this date, in answer to mine of yester- 
day, is received. You announce it to be the intention of General Or- 
ders, No. 13, to relieve me from the command of the Mississippi River 
expedition, and to circumscribe my command to the Thirteenth Army 
Corps,and undertake to justify the order by authority granted by the 
General-in-Chief. I acquiesce in the order for the purpose of avoiding 
a conflict of authority in the presence of the enemy, but, for reasons set 
forth in my dispatch of yesterday, which, for anything disclosed, I still 
hold good, I protest against its competency and justice, and respect- 


fully request that this, my protest, together with the accompanying 


paper, may be forwarded to the General-in-Chief, and through him to 
the Secretary of War and the President. I request this, not only in 
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respect for tae President and Secretary, under whose express authority 
I claim the right to command the expedition, but in justice to myself 
as its author and actual promoter. 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
VICKSBURG, MISss., 
February 3, 1863—1 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HAtuxck, General-in- Chief: 

One of the rams ran the blockade this morning. This is of vast im- 
portance, cutting off the enemy’s communication with the west bank of 
the river. One steamboat, lying at Vicksburg, was run into, but not 
sunk. Work on the canal is progressing as rapidly as possible. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, February 4, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington City: 

CoLONEL: Herewith I inclose you reports from Colonel Deitzler and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Duff, from Lake Providence, fifty-odd miles above 
here. 

On examining the route of the present canal, I lost all faith in its 
ever leading to any practical results. The canal is at right angles with 
the thread of the current at both ends, and both ends are in an eddy, the 
lower coming out under bluffs completely commanding it. Warrenton, 
a few miles below, is capable of as strong defenses as Vicksburg, and 
the enemy, seeing us at work here, have turned their attention to that 
point. Our labdfs, however, have had the effect of making the enemy 
divide his forces and spread their big guns over a great deal of territory. 
They are now fortified from Haynes’ Bluff to Warrenton. Taking the 
views I did, I immediately on my arrival here commenced, or ordered, 
other routes prospected. 

One of these is by the way of Yazoo Pass into Coldwater, the Talla- 
hatchee, and Yazoo Rivers. This is conducted by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wilson, from whom no report is yet received.- This route, if practica- 
ble, would enable us to get high ground above Haynes’ Bluff, and would 
turn all the enemy’s river batteries. 

Another is by Lake Providence and the network of bayous connect- 
ing it with Red River. The accompanying reports show the feasibility 
of this route. 

A third is by the way of Willow and Roundaway Bayous, leaving the 
Mississippi at Milliken’s Bend, and coming in at New Carthage. There 
is no question but that this route is much more practicable than the 
present undertaking, and would have been accomplished with much 
less labor if commenced before the water had got all over the country. 
The work on the present canal is being pushed. New inlet and outlet 
are being made, so that the water will be received where the current 
strikes the shore, and will be carried through in a current. 

Respectfully, &e., i 
U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, MCARTHUR’s Division, 
Lake Providence, La., February 3, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Tennessee : 


COLONEL : Dispatch, per War Eagle, just received. I send by same 
boat 100 able-bodied negroes; all that can be secured at present. Will 
send out to-morrow and collect as many as possible, and forward them. 

The planters have sent most of their negroes and cotton back into 
the country, on Bayou Macon, some 12 or 15 miles from here, and we 
shall, therefore, probably not be able to send you many hands to work 
on the canal. 

Colonel Duff has permitted me to read his report respecting the object 
and probable result of our expedition, which covers the ground. 

The water in the lake is about 8 feet lower than the surface of the 
river. In about six days we hope to be able to complete a cut in the 
levee, 100 feet wide, which will connect the lake and the river by a 
channel 5 feet deep. 

J do not think that we will have any considerable difficulty in finding 
a passage for gunboats and small stern-wheel boats through Baxter 
Bayou and Bayou Macon, a distance of from 10 to 15 miles. 

When the water in Lake Providence rises to the level of the water in 
the Mississippi, Baxter Bayou will furnish a passage for large boats ; 
it will only be necessary to cut a few trees, so as not to interfere with 
chimneys. Once in Bayou Macon, we shall have a clear coast to Red 
River. 

I look upon the prospect as entirely practicable, and shall feel very 
much disappointed if the gunboats do not pass through to Bayou Macon 
within three weeks. 

At Trenton, 1 mile above Monroe, on Washita River, the rebels have 
several batteries and a small infantry force. This force and batteries 
were at Monroe until the time our troops destroyed the depot at Delhi. 

About 35 miles west of Monroe, at Raven’s Lake, the rebels have 
extensive salt-works, where they employ several ‘thousand negroes. I 
learn that these works supply the whole southwest with salt, and they 
ought to be destroyed. 

There are in this vicinity many articles on “the list of loyal cap- 
tures,” such as horses, mules, and cattle. Ican “ gobble up” and send 
down a large supply of the latter if desired. 

When the next boat comes up, will you please instruct the captain 
to touch at General McArthur’s headquarters and bring up our mail? 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. DEITZLER, 
Colonel First Kansas, Commanding First Brigade. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


On BoarpD U. S. STEAMER LINDEN, 
Providence, La., February 3, 1863. 


4 Lieut. Col. JoHN A. RAWLINS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General: 
CoLONEL: In consequence of an impenetrable fog and other causes 
of detention beyond my control, the expedition for the connection of 
Lake Providence with the Mississippi River did not reach this place 
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till about 2 p. m. Sunday, 1st instant. At the time of landing I was. 


prostrated from a severe bilious attack, which had set in almost im- 
mediately on our leaving the fleet, and from which I have not yet 
recovered. 

Immediately on landing, Colonel Deitzler disembarked and occupied 
the remainder of the day in making a partial reconnaissance of the rela- 
tive positions of the lake and river, returning without coming to any 
definite conclusion as to the place best suited to make the connection, 
but fully convinced that a connection was entirely practicable. ; 

Yesterday morning a party of 80 mounted men, under the command 
of Colonel Deitzler, and accompanied by Lieutenant [Herman A.] Ulf- 
fers, Captain [Thomas E.] Smith, of the gunboat, and myself (though 
still very sick), made the entire circuit of the lake, taking the course 
along the bayou, on the upper side of the lake, as per accompanying 
chart,* and returning to Providence across Bayou Tensas. 

The bayou on the upper side of the lake, although very-easily con- 
nected with the river, and, as far as depth of water is concerned, better 
than the canal finally decided upon, is too crooked and too much ob- 
structed by timber to be made available for navigation for several 
weeks, while the course of the proposed canal upon which we are now 
working is short, and the work can be done within a week, nature hay- 
ing already done the best part of it, and when completed it will give a 
depth of 5 feet, sufficient for any vessel the dimensions of which would 
admit of passing through Bayou Tensas or Baxter. Hither plan in- 
volves the destruction of the town (now nearly deserted), but neither 
Colonel Deitzler nor myself thought this a matter of sufficient impor- 
tance to interfere with the accomplishment of the object in view. On 
our reconnaissance yesterday we passed down the left bank of Tensas 
Bayou about a mile, and found it navigable. To make sure, however, 
whether Tensas or Baxter is best suited for our purpose, a strong recon- 
noifering party has gone out to-day, which has not yet returned. One 
of these outlets being decided upon as the best, the other, we propose, 
if possible, to close before admitting the water from the river. In any 
event, Ido not doubt the entire practicability, during high water, of 
passing with such vessels as the mosquito fleet from the Mississippi 
and the Red River. We have heard, however, of a battery on the 
Washita, near Monroe, planted there with a view to the defense of ex- 
tensive salt-works in that neighborhood, by means of which, I am in- 
formed, the whole of that part of rebeldom and the army in Mississippi 
and Arkansas are supplied with that indispensable article. 

On this subject I hope to be better informed in a few days, when I 
will immediately advise you. I have sanguine hopes, shared in by 
Colonel Deitzler, that the general commanding may authorize an expe- 
dition to destroy these salt-works, should the information we have from 
negroes be confirmed. 

I should mention that yesterday we met with no obstacles from guer- 
rillas. A few fleeing horsemen were chased, when they dismounted and 
took to the swamps, leaving their horses and arms, which were cap- 
tured. We have also driven in some beef-cattle. 

Trusting that so much as has been done will meet the approval of 
ee major-general commanding, I remain, colonel, yours, very respect- 

ully, 
GWG, EO Ee 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Chief of Artillery, Dept. of the Tennessee. 


“Not found, 
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- canal contractors. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., February 6, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. O.: 


COLONEL: Inclosed I send you a report of Lieutenant-Colonel Wil- 
son,* of the prospects of effecting a safe passage into the Yazoo River 
by the way of Yazoo Pass. Admiral Porter will have this pass thor- 
oughly explored by light-draught gunboats, upon which I am putting 
600 riflemen from the army. 

It is to be hoped that this expedition will be able to capture all the 
transports in the Yazoo and tributaries and destroy two gunboats said 
to be in course of construction. They will also attempt to ascend the 
Yalabusha to Grenada, and, if possible, destroy the railroad bridges. 

The ram that ran the blockade on the 2d instant has returned to the 
lower end of the peninsula, opposite Vicksburg. She went as far as 
Red River, and some miles up it, capturing and destroying three steam- 
boats loaded with commissary stores, and took about 60 prisoners. I 
send dispatches, every day or two, to be telegraphed from Memphis, 
but as I do not know that they get through, I think it necessary to 
notify you of the fact. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


BEFORE VICKSBURG, Miss., February 9, 1863—Noon. 
Via MEMPHIS, TENN., February 12. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 

The continuous rise in the river has kept the army busy to keep out 
of water, and much retarded work on the canal. I hope to be able to 
say something definite, in a day or so, of the practicability of the other 
route mentioned in previous dispatches. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, February 13, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT, Via Memphis, Tenn. : 


Cannot dredge-boats be used with advantage on the canal? There 
are four lying idle at Louisville, belonging to Boston, Robinson & Co., 


H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


LAKE PROVIDENCE, LaA., 
Via Memphis, Tenn., February 15, 1863—12 p. m. 


Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 
Steamboats through Yazoo Pass have gone to within 6 miles of Cold- 


~ water. Express no fear but that they will reach it and the Yazoo. 


U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* Wilson’s reports, of February 2 and 4, transmitted with this communication. See 
No. 1, pp. 371, 373. 
2 R R—VOL XXIvy, PT I 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., February 18, 1863. 
General H. W. HALLECK, Washington, D. C.- 

GENERAL: The work upon the canal here 1s progressing as well as 
possible, with the excessively bad weather and high water we have had 
to contend against. Most of the time that troops could be out at all 
has been expended in keeping water out of ourcamps. Five good work- 
ing days would enable the force here to complete the canal 60 feet wide, 
and of sufficient depth to admit any vessel here. Judging from the 
past, it is fair to calculate that it will take from ten to twelve days to get 
those five days. Three more, perhaps, should be allowed, from the fact 
that the work is being done by soldiers, the most of whom, under the 
most favorable circumstances, could not come up to the calculations of 
the engineer officers. 

McPherson’s army corps is at Lake Providence, prosecuting the work 
there. They could not be of any service in helping on the work here, 
because there are already as many men as can be employed on it, and 
then he would have to go 5 or 6 miles above to find land above water 
toencamp on. Iam using a few hundred contrabands on the work here, 
but have been compelled to prohibit any more coming in. Humanity 
dictates this policy. : : 

Planters have mostly deserted their plantations, taking with them all 
their able-bodied negroes and leaving the old and very young. Here 
they could not have shelter nor means of transportation when we leave. 

I have sent a division of troops from Helena to join the Yazoo expe- 
dition under Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson. His last report was sent you 
a few days ago. If successful, they will destroy the railroad bridges at 
Grenada and capture or destroy all the transports in the Yazoo and 
tributaries. 

The health of this command is not what is represented in the public 
journals. It is as good as any previous calculation could have prognos- 
ticated. I believe, too, that there is the best of feeling and greatest 
confidence of success among them. The greatest drawback to the 
spirits of the troops has been the great delay in paying them. Many 
of thein have families at home who are, no doubt, in a suffering con- 
dition for want cf the amount due them, and tbey are bound for their 
support. 

U. S. GRANT, 
io Major-General. 
BEFORE VICKSBURG, MISS., February 25, 1863—12.30 a. m., 
ViA MempuHis, TENN., March 1. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in- Chief : 


_ The Queen of the West is now at Warrenton, with the rebel flag fly- 
ing. Distant firing was heard, lasting from 4 p. m. yesterday until 1 


this morning. It is supposed to have been between the Queen and In- 


dianola. Apprehension is felt for the safety of the Indianola. 
U. S. GRANT, 
BEFORE VICKSBURG, Miss., February 27, 1863—2.30 p. m. 
ViA MEMPHIS, TENN., March 2. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 
News just received that the Queen of the West and Webb attacked 
the Indianola about 35 miles below Vicksburg the night of the 24th, 
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and, after an engagement of about forty minutes, captured her with 
most of her crew. It is said the Indianola afterward sank. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, March 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss.: 

GENERAL: There is a vacant major-generaley in the Regular Army, 
and | am authorized to say that it will be given to the general in the 
field who first wins an important and decisive victory. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, March 5, 1863—2.26 p. m. 
Major-General GRANT, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss.: 
' Itis of great importance that transports be returned from your com- 
mand as far as it is possible; otherwise you will be short of supplies. 
Steam vessels on the upper rivers are very scarce. Vessels on the 
river between Memphis and Vicksburg should go in fleets, under con- 
voy. Make requisition on Admiral Porter for convoys. The unneces- 
sary detention of transports down the Mississippi River is a matter of 
the most serious importance, and requires your immediate attention. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


BEFORE VICKSBURG, MIss., March 6, 1863—12 p. m. 
| ViIA CAIRO, ILL., March 12. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 

F General-in- Chief : 
| The canal is near completion. Troops expected from Saint Louis 
' not yet heard from. I will have Vicksburg this month, or fail in the 


- attempt. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., March 7, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
; General-in-Chief, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: I telegraphed you yesterday the near approach to com- 
“pletion of the canal. The water is extremely high; several feet above 
the highest ground inside the levee. Last night one of the dams across 
*the upper end of the canal gave way, filling up where men were at work 
getting out stumps, and thus setting back the work for several days. 
I hope yet, however, to have this work completed as early as I could 
possibly take advantage of it if it was already done. 


e 
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The troops expected from Saint Louis are not yet heard from, and all 
that I am bringing from West Tennessee are not yet down. 

The work of getting through Lake Providence and Bayou Macon, 
there is but little possibility of proving successful. If the work had 
been commenced in time, however, there is but little question of the 
success of the enterprise. The land from Lake Providence and also 
from Bayou Macon recedes until the lowest interval between the two 
widens out into a cypress swamp, where Bayou Baxter, which connects 
the two, is lost. This flat is now filled to the depth of several feet with 
water, making the work of clearing out the timber exceedingly show, 
and rendering it impracticable to make an artificial channel. The 
Yazoo Pass expedition is a much greater success. Admiral Porter sent 
in four gunboats, and I sent a fleet of transports, with about 6,000 men. 
They were to clear the Yazoo and tributaries of all steamboats and em- 
bryo gunboats, and, if possible, destroy the railroad bridges at Grenada. 
The gunboats were to approach as near Haynes’ Bluff as possible, and 
fire signal guns to warn the squadron in the mouth of the Yazoo of their 
presence. 

Last night, about 12 o’clock, Admiral Porter sent me word that the 
signal agreed upon had been heard. 

J am now sending General McPherson, with his army corps and 
enough other troops to make full 25,000 effective men, to effect a lodg- 
ment on the high ground on the east bank of the Yazoo. Once there, 
with his entire force he will move down in transports and by land to 
the vicinity of Haynes’ Bluff. Before moving down, however, below 
Yazoo City, General McPherson will be made acquainted with the full 
plan of attack that may then be determined upon, and the time will be 
so arranged that there will be full co-operation of my entire force. Our 
movements have evidently served to distract the enemy and make him 
scatter his heavy guns. His forces are also scattered, but they, with 
the light artillery, can be got to any one point. 

The health of this command is good, and the greatest confidence felt 
by officers and men. The most ample provision that I ever saw has 
been made for the comfort of the sick. 

The dredging machines brought here by Col. G. G. Pride work to a 
charm. After the accident of last night, all work would have had to 
be suspended until there was a fall of at least 3 feet (the river is still 
rising), but for these machines. Much credit is due Colonel Pride for 
his selection of them. But for his personal attention to the selection 
of them, old and worn-out ones would have been sent, and the result 
probably would have been that they would have given out before their 
work was half done. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, March 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: Since the giving way of the dam at the upper end of the 
canal, work with the dredges has progressed favorably, but all attempts 
to stop the rush of water into the canal have proved abortive. If re- 
quired, however, the canal can be made to pass boats of ordinary size 
in a few days. 


5 SR NS ASR 
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The enemy were busily engaged firing from the opposite heights yes- 
terday and last night at the dredge-boat nearest the lower end of the 
canal, Their shots did no damage, though many of the large ones 
reached half way across the point. 

Ordinary Ohio River boats can now pass from Lake Providence into 
mee Macon, and thence, by easy navigation, to the mouth of Red 

iver. 

I make no calculations upon using this route for the present, but it 
may be turned to practical use after effecting present plans., The same 
may be said of the canal across the point. 

I learn from Jackson (Miss.) papers, of the 14th, that one of our gun- 
boats had run down to Greenwood and exchanged a few shots with the 
fort at that point. Further information from the enemy shows that 
several thousand troops have gone from Vicksburg up the Yazoo River. 
Besides four gunboats (one of them iron-clad) I have a division of troops 
there now, and Quinby’s division in the pass on their way down. One 
division from Memphis should alsa be on their way now. The great 
difficulty of getting small-class steamers adapted to this service has 
retarded movements by the way of Yazoo Pass materially. 

To hem in the enemy on the Yazoo, Admiral Porter has gone into 
Deer Creek by the way of Steele’s Bayou and Little Black Bayou. 
From there he can get into the Yazoo either by running up Deer Creek 
to Rolling Fork, thence through the fork and down the Big Sunflower, 
all of which are navigable, or down Deer Creek to the Yazoo. 

Admiral Porter and inyself went up Steele’s Bayou to Little Black 
Bayou on the 15th. With the exception of overhanging trees in some 
places, the navigation was good for the gunboat General Price. Iam 
having those obstructions removed. We were preceded by four of the 
old iron-clads, that found no difficulty in the navigation. Ireturned in 
the evening for the purpose of hurrying up men and means for clear- 
ing the channel. I also sent Sherman to make a reconnaissance in com- 
pany with the gunboats, with a view of effecting a landing with troops 
on high ground on the east bank of the Yazoo, from which to act against 
Haynes’ Bluff. 

Last night I received a dispatch from Admiral Porter saying that the 
iron-clads had pushed into Black Bayou, and had reached to within a 
quarter of a mile of Deer Creek, where they had become entangled in 
the timber, and could not move until it was cut out, and asking me for 
a force of 3,000 men toact with him. Fortunately I had already sent all 
that the boats at hand suitable for that navigation and immediately 
available could carry. I am now sending the remainder of Sherman’s 
old division, and will push troops through, if Sherman reports favorably, 
as fast as our means will admit. These troops go up the Mississippi 
River in large transports about 30 miles, and to where Steele’s Bayou 
comes within 1 mile of the Mississippi. The small-class boats can ferry 
them from that point, and thus save the distance from the mouth of the 
Yazoo to, and also the most difficult part of the navigation in, Steele’s 
Bayou. 

here is evident indication of-considerabie excitement in Vicksburg. 
I think they are removing many of their troops, but cannot satisfy my- 
self to what point. Some we know have gone up the Yazoo, and it 
may be that others are going to Port Hudson. [ have no means of 
learning anything from below, except what is occasionally learned 
through Southern papers. ji 

U.S. GRANT, 
Major- General, 
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WASHINGTON, March 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee : 

GENERAL: Your letter of March 7 is received. It is the first com- 
munication from you for some time which has reached here. It is very 
desirable ‘that you keep us advised of your operations, in order that 
proper instructions may be sent to General Banks, General Rosecrans, 
&e. Send telegrams to Memphis by every opportunity. 

In operating by the Yazoo, you have, no doubt, fully considered the 
advantages and dangers of the expedition. Our information here on 
that subject is very limited and unsatisfactory. There is one point, 
however, which has been discussed, and io which I would particularly 
call your attention; it is the danger, on the fall of the water in the 
Mississippi, of having your steamers caught in the Upper Yazoo, so as 
to be unable to extricate them. In the present scarcity of steamers on 
the western rivers, this would be a very serious loss. Another danger 
is, that the enemy may concentrate a large force upon the isolated col- 
umn of McPherson without your being able to assist him. I mention 
these matters in order that you may give them your full attention. 

When the operations of an army are directed to one particular object 
it is always dangerous to divide forces. All accessories should be sac- 
rificed for the sake of concentration. The great object on your line now 
is the opening of the Mississippi River, and everything else must tend 
to that purpose. The eyes and hopes of the whole country are now 
directed to your army. In my opinion, the opening of the Mississippi 
River will be to us of more advantage than the capture of forty Rich- 
monds. We shall omit nothing which we can do to assist you. 

Permit me to repeat.the importance of your frequently advising me 
by telegraph from Memphis. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, March 24, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss.: 

I must again call your attention to the importance of your not retain- 
ing so many Steamers in the Mississippi. It is absolutely necessary 
that a part of these boats be returned. We cannot otherwise supply 
our armies in Tennessee and Kentucky. This matter must be attended 
to without delay. 

i. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, Miss., March 24, 1863, 
VIA CAIRO, ILL., March 31. 
Maj. Gen. I. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 

At last accounts Yazoo Pass expedition was yet at Greenwood. Ad-- 
miral Porter and Sherman are attempting to get into the Yazoo below 
Xazoo City. No news from them for several days. Farragut holds the: 
river above Port Hudson. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major-Generai.. 
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NEAR VICKSBURG, Miss., March 25, 1863, 
ViA Cairo, ILuL., March 31. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HAtuerck, 
General-in- Chief : 

Two rams attempted to run the blockade this morning. One sue- 
ceeded, in damaged condition. They were intended to strengthen Far- 
ragut. Porter is returning. Did not succeed in reaching the Yazoo. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., March 27, 1863. 


‘ General H. W. HALLEcK, 


Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: All work, excepting repairing the crevasse in the canal 
levee, has been suspended for several days, the enemy having driven 
the dredgers entirely out. The canal may be useful in passing boats 
through at night, to be used below, but nothing further. 

Admiral Porter has returned from his attempt to reach the Yazoo 
River below Yazoo City. The difficult navigation of the bayous from 
the Yazoo River through Black Bayou and Deer Creek caused so much 
time to be consumed that the enemy got wind of the movement in time 
to blockade the creek just where the boats would leave it. 

As the enemy occupied the ground in considerable force where they 
could prevent the clearing out of these obstructions, the admiral was 
forced to desist from further efforts to proceed when within a few hun- 
dred yards of clear sailing to the Yazoo. Rolling Fork and Sunflower 
are navigable, steamers having come by this route to within sight of our 
gunboats while they were in Deer Creek. 

The moment I heard that Admiral Porter had started on his return, 
I sent orders for the return of the Yazoo Pass expedition from Fort 
Greenwood. From information I have, other and greater difficulties 
would be found in navigating the Yazoo below Greenwood. Consid- 
erable preparation has been made to receive our forces coming by that 
route. 

I get papers and deserters frequently from Vicksburg, but am not 
able to arrive at any definite conclusion.as to their numbers. I do not 
anticipate any trouble, however, if a landing can be effected. 

On the morning of the 25th, General Ellet sent two rams—the Switz- 
erland and the Lancaster—to join Admiral Farragut. The last-named 
ram received a shot in the boiler long before reaching the front of the 
city. She floated down, however, receiving many more shots, but with- 
out materially further disabling her. She will be ready for service before 
to-morrow night, and is a fine vessel. The other boat received a shot, 
and immediately went to pieces. A large part, containing the machin- 
ery, tipped over, spilling it in the river. The wreck floated down and 
lodged at our lower pickets, bottom up. She was very rotten and worth- 
less. The shot received would not have damaged a sound vessel seri- 
ously. This is what Admiral Farragut and army officers, who have 
examined the wreck, report to me. 

Sinee no casualties occurred, it was fortunate that she is lost; for 
had she not been at this time, she might have been at some other time, 
when more valuable vessels might have been risked, relying on this 
boat for assistance. It is almost certain that had she made one ram 
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into another vessel she would have closed up like a spy-glass, encompass- 
ing all on board. 

I have just learned from a contraband (reliable) that most of the 
forces from Vicksburg are now up the Yazoo, leaving not to exceed 
10,000 in the city to-day. The batteries are the same, however, and 
would cause the same difficulty in landing that would be experienced 
against a heavy force; besides, the very cause of the absence of so 
many troops from Vicksburg, our gunboats and troops in and toward 
the Yazoo, prevents our taking advantage of the circumstances. I have 
no doubt of the truth of my information, because it is substantiated by 
Southern papers and by deserters, so far as the sending of a large force 
up the Yazoo. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, March 29, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: A dispatch to release boats and letter on the subject of 
the Yazoo expedition are both just received; the letter, also, enjoining 
meto keep you informed of the situation constantly by telegraph. 

I have been very particular to write and telegraph often, even when 
there was nothing important to say, knowing that you would feel anx- 
ious to be constantly posted. The letters, I presume, reach, but the 
dispatches must in many instances have failed. 

In regard to sending back boats from here, I gave and reiterated the 
order to General McClernand to do so before leaving Memphis. On my 
arrival, however, I found the river rising so rapidly that there was no 
telling what moment all hands might be driven to the boats. As soon 
as this danger was passed, so many boats were released that I could 
have moved but a small force at one time. 

I wrote you fully on the subject of the Yazoo expedition a few days 
ago. If you do not receive at least one letter and two dispatches per 
week from me, general, be assured that some of them miscarry. In ad- 
dition, I will telegraph as often as anything may occur of any impor- 
tance. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MISS., April 2, 1863. 
VIA CArRro, ILL., April 7. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


In two weeks I expect to be able to collect all my forces and turn the 
enemy’s left. With present high water the extent of ground upon 
which troops could land at Haynes’ Bluff is so limited that the place is 
impregnable. I reconnoitered the place yesterday with Porter and Sher- 
man. 


U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 
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WASHINGTON, April 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, before Vicksburg : 

GENERAL: Your dispatch of March 17 and also your telegrams of 
March 24 and 25 were received yesterday. 

While working upon the canal, the division of your forces into several 
eccentric operations may have been very proper for the purpose of re- 
connoitering the country ; butit is very important that, when you strike 
any blow, you should have your troops sufficiently concentrated to make 
that blow effective. The division of your army into small expeditions 
destroys your strength, and, when in the presence of an enemy, is very 
dangerous. 

What is most desired, and your attention is again called to this object, 
is that your forces and those of General Banks should be brought into 
co-operation as early as possible. If he cannot get up to co-operate with 
you on Vicksburg, cannot you get troops down to help him on Port 
Hudson, or, at least, can you not destroy Grand Gulf before it becomes 
too strong ? 

I know that you can judge of these matters there much better than I 
can here; but as the President, who seems to be rather impatient about 
matters on the Mississippi, has several times asked me these questions, 
I repeat them to you. 

As the season when we can do very little on the Lower Mississippi is 
rapidly advancing, 1 hope you will push matters with all possible dis- 
pateh. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, April 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: By information.from the south, by way of Corinth, I learn 
that the enemy in front of Rosecrans have been re-enforced from Rich- 
mond, Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, and afew from Vicksburg. They 
have also collected a cavalry force of 20,000 men. All the bridges east- 
ward from Savannah and north from Florence are being rapidly repaired. 
Chalmers is put in command of Northern Mississippi, and is collecting 
all the Partisan Rangers and loose and independent companies of cay- 
alry that have been operating in this department. He is now occupy- 
ing the line of the Tallahatchee. This portends preparation to attack 
Rosecrans, and to be able to follow up any success with rapidity, also 
to make a simultaneous raid into West Tennessee, both from Northern 
Mississippi and by crossing the Tennessee River. To counteract this, 
Admiral Porter has consented to send the Marine Brigade up the Ten- 
nessee River to co-operate with General Dodge at Corinth. I have 
also ordered an additional regiment of cavalry from Helena into West 
Tennessee. I inclose with this a letter from Major-General Hurlbut, 
giving a programme, which he wishes to carry out, and so much of it 
as to drive the enemy from the Tallahatchee and cutting the roads where 
they have been repaired, I think can be successfully executed. I will in- 
struct him not to scatter his forces so as to risk losing them. I have 
placed one division of troops on Deer Creek, with communication back 
to the Mississippi River, just above Lake Washington. The object of 
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this move is to keep the enemy from drawing supplies from that rich 


region (and use them ourselves) and to attract the attention of the 
enemy in that direction. The navigation is practicable for our iron-clads 
and small steamers through to the Yazoo River, by the route lately 
tried by Admiral Porter, with the exception of a few hundred yards in 
Deer Creek, near Rolling Fork. This was obstructed by the enemy, 
and they are now guarding and fortifying there. This move will have 
a tendency to make them throw in an additional force there and move 
some of their guns. My force had as well be there as here until I want 
to use them. <A reconnaissance to Haynes’ Bluff demonstrates the im- 
practicability of attacking that place during the present stage of water. 
The west bank of the river is densely wooded and is under water. The 
east bank only runs up to the bluff for a short distance below the 
raft, then diverges, leaving a bottom widening all the way down, in 
most part covered by water, and all of it next to the bluffs so covered. 
The hillsides are lined with rifle-pits, with embrasures here and there 
for field artillery. To storm this, but a small force could be used at the 
outset. 

With the present batteries of the enemy, the canal across the point 
can be of but little use. There is a system of bayous running from 
Milliken’s Bend, and also from near the river at this point, that are 
navigable for barges and small steamers passing around by Richmond 


to New Carthage. The dredges are now engaged cutting a canal from. 


here into these bayous. Iam having all the empty coal and other 
barges prepared for carrying troops and artillery, and have written to 
Colonel [Robert] Allen for some more, and also for six tugs to tow them. 
With these it would be easy to carry supplies to New Carthage, and for 
any point south of that. 

My expectation is for a portion of the naval fleet to run the batteries 
of Vicksburg, whilst the army moves through by this new route. Once 
there, I will move either to Warrenton or Grand Gulf; most probably 
the latter. Irom either of these points there are good roads to Vicks- 
burg, and from Grand Gulf there is a good road to Jackson and the 
Black River Bridge without crossing Black River. 

This is the only move I now see as practicable, and hope it will meet 
your approval. I will keep my army together, and see to it that I am 


not cut off from my supplies, or beaten in any other way than in fair fight. © 
The discipline and health of this army is now good, and I am satisfied - 


the greatest confidence of success prevails. 

I have directed General Webster to commence the reconstruction of 
the railroad between Grand Junction and Corinth. The labor will be 
performed by the engineer regiment and contrabands, thus saving ad- 
ditional expense. The streams will be crossed on piles. In this way 
the work should be done by the first of May. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


MEmpuHIs, April 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, Young’s Point: 

GENERAL: The present situation of the enemy’s forces is submitted 
to you: Brig. Gen. 8S. A. [M.] Wood, commanding Northern Alabama, 
headquarters Florence ; about 4,000 men, mostly mounted; two batteries 


artillery; pickets along line of Bear Creek. Colonel [C. R.] Barteaw’s » 


brigade of cavalry, lately re-enforced ; headquarters Verona; pickets to 
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3aldwyn. Next Ham and |W. C.| TFalkner, each a regiment of cav- 
alry, extending along line of Tallahatchee; pickets north of Holly 
Springs (Falkner, however, is now at Panola). Brigadier-General Chal- 
mers, commanding Northern Mississippi, headquarters at Panola. [T. 
W.| Ham, McGirk [John McGuirk], [W. W.] Faulkner, [G. L.] Blythe, 
and [R. V.] Richardson, and all roving bands are ordered to report to 
Chalmers. He has one six-gun battery at Panola and one behind the 
Tallahatchee, near Abbeville. On east side of the river, Cox, Roddey, 
and a portion of Van Dorn’s force are in Hardin, Wayne, and other 
counties. They are collecting stores, and have flats in Horse Creek and 
Duck River. There is every indication of a raid to be made soon on 
our lines of communication. 

I absolutely need another regiment of cavalry at once for General 
Dodge; with that furnished me, a good regiment with good horses, I 
will move from Corinth, La Grange, and this place simultaneously, 
Sweeping round from Corinth to Pontotoc, from La Grange straight 
down the ridge, with three regiments, throwing one in above Oxford, 
and cutting the Mississippi Central; the other by Okolona, and perhaps 
to Columbus, now lightly guarded, cutting that road, while Grierson, 
with his regiment, would proceed by forced marches to Selma or Me- 
ridian. Both Selma and Meridian have few troops. To break the 
Chunkey River or Pearl River Bridge would be my object. Their roll- 
ing stock is reduced and wearing out, as Barney informs me, and they 
limit trains to 10 miles an hour. They are drawing supplies from Nox- 
ubee and other counties of Mississippi, and conscripting relentlessly. 
As part of this movement, I will send from La Grange or Holly Springs 
a brigade of infantry and some artillery, and destroy the Tallahatchee 
Bridge, now being repaired, and break up the car-wheels and axles left 
there at the time of our withdrawal, which are of vast service to them. 
I shall also move a force to the left of Panola from this place, so as to 
keep Chalmers quiet or drive him back toward Grenada. 

I dislike to make this movement without more cavalry for Dodge, as 
he is the most exposed of any point. I therefore urgently request an- 
other regiment to be sent me at once. If none can be spared from 
below, I will go on with what I have as soon as I receive your orders. 

Your obedient servant, 
S. A. WURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


Unclosure No. 2—Extract.] 


They (the rebels) are still massing their forces upon Rosecrans, de- 
termined to overwhelm him. Their cavalry force is very large, fully 
20,000, and they are making every effort to swell it to 25,000, and to 
crush him by relentless pursuit if the advantage is with them. They 
are drawing forces to re-enforce Johnston from Richmond, Charleston, 
Savannah, Mobile, Vicksburg, although fewhave gone from Vicksburg. 
The force within supporting distance of Vicksburg he estimates at 
from 50,000 to 75,000 men. 


WASHINGTON, April 9, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. U. S. GRAnv, before Vicksburg : 


GENERAL: Yours of March 29 is just received. 
Your explanation in regard to sending back steamers 1s satisfactory. 


‘Lhope you will keep in mind the great importance of not unnecessarily 
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detaining them, on account of the great embarrassment it causes the 
Quartermaster’s Department in supplying our Western armies. 

In regard to your dispatches, it is very probable that many fail to 
‘reach here in time. It is exceedingly important that General Banks 
should be kept advised of everything that is done in your vicinity, and 
the only way he can get this information is through these headquarters. 

You are too well advised of the anxiety of the Government for your 
success, and its disappointment at the delay, to render it necessary to 
urge upon you the importance of early action. I am confident that 
you will do everything possible to open the Mississippi River. 

In my opinion this is the most important operation of the war, and 
nothing must be neglected to insure success. 

General [Charles S.] Hamilton’s resignation has been received, but 
has not yet been acted on, the President and Secretary being absent. 
No doubt he resigns to get a higher command. This game sometimes 
succeeds, but it also sometimes fails. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
MILLIKEN’S BEND, LA., April 11, 1863—9 p. m. 
VIA CAIRO, ILL., April 16. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALiEck, General-in- Chief : 

The Yazoo expedition has reached the Mississippi. My forces in a 
few days will all be concentrated here. Grand Gulf is the point at 
which I expect to strike, and send an army corps to Port Hudson to 
co-operate with General Banks. Will reach the Mississippi at New 
Carthage, now in my possession, with wagon road and canal and bayous 
navigable for tugs and barges between here and there. 

U.S. GRANT, 
$5 Major-General. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, . 
Milliken’s Bend, La., April 12, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 


COLONEL: Herewith I send you reports of Major-General Sherman, 
and the division and brigade commanders under him, of the late recon- 
naissance through Steele’s and Black Bayous and Deer Creek, made by 
them in conjunction with a portion of Admiral Porter’s fleet, commanded 
by himself in person.* ‘ 

The object of the expedition was to find a practicable passage to the 
Yazoo River without passing the enemy’s batteries at Haynes’ Bluff, to 
liberate our fleet and troops then held above Greenwood, and, if found 
sufficiently practicable, to enable me to land most of my forces east of 
the Yazoo, at some point from which Haynes’ Bluff and Vicksburg could 
be reached by high land. The accompanying reports show the imprac- 
ticability of the route. 

This expedition, however, was not without its results. It carried our » 
troops into the heart of the granary from which the Vicksburg forces 
are now being fed. It caused great alarm among the enemy, and led 
them to move a number of their guns from batteries on the river. The 
citizens fled from their plantations, and burned several thousand bales 


* See pp. 431-454. 


a 
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of cotton. Some not burned was brought away by the gunboats. Much 
of their beef, bacon, and poultry was consumed by our troops and dis- 
tributed among the negroes. A scow loaded with bacon for the enemy 
was destroyed, and probably 200,000 bushels of corn, in the crib, was 
burned up. Several hundred negroes also returned with the troops. 
The recent expedition of General Steele to the neighborhood of Roll- 
ing Fork shows that the enemy are still holding that position. He also 
destroyed several hundred thousand bushels of corn, and brought off 
about 1,000 head of stock and a number of the laboring class. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Milliken’s Bend, La., April 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECcK, 
General-in- Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: There is nothing in the way now of my throwing troops 
into Grand Gulf and destroying the works there, then sending them 
on to Port Hudson, to co-operate with General Banks in the reduction 
of that place, but the danger of overflowing the road from here to New 
Carthage when the water is let into the new canal connecting the river 
here with the bayous coming out at Carthage. One division of troops 
is now at Carthage and another on the way. By turning in the water 
to the canal, water communication can be opened between the two 
places in a very few days for barges and tugs. Of the former I lave 
but fifteen as yet, and of the latter but three suitable for this navigation. 
To use this route, therefore, it is absolutely necessary to keep open the 
wagon road to take over artillery and to march the troops. 

In about three nights from this time Admiral Porter will run the 
Vicksburg batteries with such of his fleet as he desires to take below, 
and I will send four steamers, the machinery protected from shot by hay- 
bales and sand-bags, to be used in transporting troops and in towing 
barges. 

The wagon road, by filling up the lowest ground (this work must now 
be nearly completed), will be about 20 inches above the water in the 
swamps. The river, where it is to be let into the canal, is 4.09 feet 
above the land. This, however, is 15 miles, by the river, below where 
the dirt road starts out. Had I seen nothing of the effect of crevasses 
upon the back country, I should not doubt the effect would be to over- 
flow the whole country through which we pass; but there has been a 
large crevasse just below where this canal leaves the river for a long 
time, through which the water has been pouring in great volume. I 
cannot see that this additional crevasse is going to have much other 
effect than to increase the breaks in the bayou levees, so as to make the 
discharge equal to the supply. I will have a map of this section made 
to send you by next mail, which will make this more intelligible. 

The embarrassments I have had to contend against on account of ex- 
treme high water cannot be appreciated by any one not present to wit- 
ness it. J think, however, that you will receive favorable reports of 
the condition and feeling of this army from every impartial judge and 
from all who have been sent from Washington to look after its welfare. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 
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MrempHis, TENN., April 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : ; 

Seven gunboats and three transports ran the Vicksburg batteries last 
night. The crew of the steamer Henry Clay, excepting the pilot, de- 
serted soon after getting under fire. The boat took fire and burned up. 
One other transport slightly damaged. One man killed and 3 wounded 
on the Benton. No further casualties reported. A number of barges 
were also sent. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


Forwarded from Memphis and sent by steamer to Cairo. The seces- 
sionists here report Vicksburg abandoned. ce 
S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Milliken’s Bend, La., April 19, 1863. 
General H. W. HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C.: 1 

GENERAL: I returned last night from New Carthage, at and near 
which place Admiral Porter’s fleet is lying (six iron-clads and the ram 
General Price), together with two divisions of General McClernand’s 
corps. The whole of his corps is between Richmond and New Carthage. 

I had all the empty barges here prepared for the transportation of 
troops and artillery, and sent ten of them by the Vicksburg batteries 
with the fleet. While under the guns of the enemy’s batteries they 
were cut loose, and I fear that some of them have been permitted to run 
past New Carthage undiscovered. They were relied upon to aid in the 
transportation of troops to take Grand Gulf. 

The wagon road from here to within 2 miles of New Carthagg¢ is good 
for artillery. ’rom that point on the bayou, levee is broken in a number 
of places, making cross-currents in the bayou; hence it is difficult to 
navigate with barges. I think, however, steamers will be able to run 
from where the wagon road ends to the river. By clearing out the 
bayous from timber, there will be good navigation from here to New 
Carthage for tugs and barges, also small stern-wheel steamers. This 
navigation canbe kept good, I think, by using our dredges constantly, 
until there is 20 feet fall. On this subject, however, I have not taken 
the opinion of an engineer officer, nor have I formed it upon sufficient 
investigation to warrant me in speaking positively. 

Our experiment of running the batteries at Vicksburg, I think, has 
demonstrated the entire practicability of doing so with but little risk. 
On this occasion our vessels went down even slower than the current, 
using their wheels principally for backing. Two of the steamers were 
drawn into the eddy, and rap over a part of the distance in front of 
Vicksburg three times. I shall send six more steamers by the batteries 
as soon as they can possibly be got ready. 

I sent a dispatch to General Banks that I thought I could send an 
army corps to Bayou Sara to co-operate with him on Port Hudson by 
the 25th. This will now be impossible. There shall be no unnecessary 
delay, however, in my movements. I hope very soon to be able to re- 
port our possession of Grand Gulf, with a practicable and: safe route to 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Harxck, 
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furnish supplies to the troops. Once there, I do not feel a doubt of 
success in the entire cleaning out of the enemy from the banks of the 
river. 

At least three of my army corps commanders take hold of the new 
policy of arming the negroes and using them against the enemy with a 
will. They, at least, are so much of soldiers as to feel themselves under 
obligation to carry out a policy which they would not inaugurate in the 
same good faith and with the same zeal as if it was of their own choos- 
ing. You may rely on me carrying out any policy ordered by proper 
authority to the best of my ability. * 

U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, La., April 21, 1863, 
VIA MEMPHIS, TENN., April 24, 


° General-in- Chief : 

I move my headquarters to New Carthage to-morrow. Every effort 
will be exerted to get speedy possession of Grand Gulf, and from that 
point to open the Mississippi. If I do not underestimate the enemy, my 
force is abundant, with a foothold once obtained, to do the work. Six 
transports will run the Vicksburg batteries to-night. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


Youne’s Point, LA., April 23, 1863, 
* Via Mumpuis, TENN., April 25—1 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 

Six boats and a number of barges ran the Vicksburg batteries last 
night. All the boats got by more or less damaged. The Tigress sunk 
at 3a. m., and is atotalloss. Crew all safe. The Moderator was much 
damaged. Ithink all the barges went throughsafely. Col. C. B. Lagow, 
of my staff, was on the Tigress, in command of the fleet. Casualties, so 
far as reported, 2 men mortally wounded, and several (number not 
known) wounded, more or less severely. About five hundred shots were 
fired. I look upon thisas a greatsuccess. Atthe Warrenton batteries 
there was heavy firing, but all the boats were seen to go past. What 
damage done there is not known. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


NEAR GRAND GULF, MIss., April 27, 1863, 
Via MEmpuis, TENN., May 2—9 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 
Moving troops from Smith’s plantation has been a tedious operation ; 
nore so than it should have been. I am now embarking troops for the 


Kote Grand Gulf. Expect to reduce it to-morrow. 
a . Z U.S. GRANT. 


* See Halleck to Grant, March 31, Part II, p. 156. 
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NEAR GRAND GULF, MISS., April 29, 1863, 
ViA MEMPHIS, TENN., May 4—9 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 


The gunboats engaged Grand Gulf batteries from 8 a. m. until 1 p.m., 
and from dusk until 10 p.m. The army and transports are now below 
Grand Gulf. A landing will be effected on the east bank of the river 
to-morrow. I feel that the battle is now more than half won. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Grand Gulf, Miss., May 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief, Washington, D. (C.: 


GENERAL: On April 29, Admiral Porter attacked the fortifications 
at this place with seven iron-clads, commencing at 8 a. m., and con- 
tinued until 1.30 p. m., engaging them at very close quarters, many 
times not being more than 100 yards from the enemy’s guns. During 
this time I had about 10,000 troops on board transports and in barges 
alongside, ready to land them and carry the place by storm the moment 
the batteries bearing on the river were silenced, so as to make the 
landing practicable. From the great elevation the enemy’s batteries 
had, it proved entirely impracticable to silence them from the river, 
and when the gunboats were drawn off, I immediately decided upon 
landing my forces on the Louisiana shore and march them across the 
point to below the Gulf. Atnight the gunboats made another vigorous 
attack, and in the din the transports safely ran the blockade. 

On the following day the whole of the force with me was transferred 
to Bruinsburg, the first point of land below Grand Gulf from which the 
interior can be reached, and the march immediately commenced for 
Port Gibson. General McClernand was in the advance, with the Thir- 
teenth Army Corps. : 

At about 2 a. m., May 1, when some 4 miles from Port Gibson, he met 
the enemy, and some little skirmishing took place before, daylight, but 
not to any great extent. 

The Thirteenth Army Corps was followed by Logan’s division, of 
McPherson’s corps, which reached the scene of action as soon as the last 
of the Thirteenth was out of the road. The fighting continued all day, 
and until after dark, over the most broken country I ever saw. The 
whole country is a series of irregular ridges, divided by deep and im- 
_ passable ravines, grown up with heavy timber, undergrowth, and cane. 
It was impossible to engage any considerable portion of our forces at 
any one time. The enemy were driven, however, from point to point, 
toward Port Gibson, until night closed in, under which, it was evident 
to me, they intended to retreat. The pursuit was continued after dark 
until the enemy was again met by Logan’s division about 2 miles from 
Port Gibson. The nature of the country is ‘such that further pursuit 
in the dark was not deemed prudent or advisable. 

On the 2d, our troops moved into the town without finding any enemy 
except their wounded. The bridge across Bayou Pierre, about 2 miles 
from Port Gibson, on the Grand Gulf road, had been destroyed, and 
also the bridge immediately at Port Gibson, on the Vicksburg road. 
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The enemy retreated over both these routes, leaving a battery and 
several regiments of infantry at the former to prevent a reconstruction 
of the bridge. 

One brigade under General Stevenson was detached to drive the 
enemy from this position, or occupy his attention, and a heavy detail 
set to work under Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson and Captain Tresilian, to 
reconstruct the bridge over the others. This work was accomplished ; 
a bridge and roadway over 120 feet long made, and the whole of Me- 
Pherson’s two divisions marched over before night. This corps then 
marched 8 miles to North Fork of Bayou Pierre, rebuilt a bridge over 
that stream, and was on the march by 5.30 this a.m. Soon after cross- 
ing the bay ou, our troops were opened on by the artillery of the enemy. 
It was soon demonstrated that this was only intended to cover the re- 
treat of the main army. On arriving at Willow Springs, General Me- 
Pherson was directed to hold the position from there on to the Big Black 
with one division, and General McClernand on his arrival to join him 
in this duty. 

I immediately started for this place with one brigade of Logan’s divis- 
ion and some’20 cavalrymen. The brigade of infantry was left about 
7 miles from here, contrabands and prisoners taken having stated that 
the last of the retreating enemy had passed that point. 

The woods between here and the crossing of the Big Black are evi- 
dently filled yet with detachments of the enemy and some of the artil- 
lery. Jam in hopes many of them will be picked up by our forces. 

Our loss will not exceed 150 killed and 500 wounded.* The enemy’s 
loss is probably about the same. We have, however, some 500 of their 
men prisoners, and may yet pick up many more. Many stragglers, 
particularly from the Missouri troops, no doubt have fallen out and 
will never join their regiments again. 

The move by Bruinsburg undoubtedly took the enemy much by sur- 
prise. General [John S.] Bowen’s (the rebel commander) defense was 
avery bold one and well carried out. My force, however, was too heavy 
for his, and composed of well-disciplined and hardy men, who know no 
defeat, and are not willing to learn what it is. 

This army is in the finest health and spirits. Since leaving Milliken’s 
Bend they have marched as much by night as by day, through mud and 
rain, without tents or much other baggage, and on irregular rations, 
without a complaint, and with less straggling than I-have ever before 
witnessed. 

Where all have done so nobly it would be out of place to make in- 
vidious distinction. 

The country will supply all the forage required for anything like an 
active campaign, and the necessary fresh beef. Other supplies will have 
to be drawn.from Milliken’s Bend. This is a long and precarious route, 
but I have every confidence in succeeding in doing it. 

I shall not bring my troops into this place, but immediately follow the 
enemy, and, if all promises as favorable hereafter as it does now, not 
stop until Vicksburg is in our possession. 

Admiral Porter left here this morning for the mouth of Red River. 
A letter from Admiral I’arragut says that Banks has defeated Taylor 


; and captured about 2,000 prisoners. 


Colonel Grierson’s raid from La Grange through Mississippi has been 
the most successful thing of the kind since the breaking out of the 
rebellion. He was 5 miles south of Pontotoc on April 19. The next 


* But see revised statement, p. 582, 
3 RB R—VOL XXIV, PL I 
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place he turned up was at Newton, about 30 miles east of Jackson. 
From there he has gone south, touching at Hazlehurst. Byhalia, and 
various other places. The Southern papers and Southern people re- 
gard it as one of the most daring exploits of the war. I am told the 
whole State is filled with men paroled by Grierson. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


GRAND GULF, Miss., May 3, 1863. 
ViA MEMPHIS, TENN., May 7. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 

We landed at Bruinsburg April 30. Moved immediately on Port 
Gibson. Met the enemy (11,000 strong) 4 miles south of Port Gibson 
at 2 a.m. on the Ist, and engaged him all day, entirely routing him, 
with the loss of many killed and about 500 prisoners, besides the 
wounded. Our loss about 100 killed and 500 wounded. The enemy 
retreated toward Vicksburg, destroying the bridges over the two forks 
of Bayou Pierre. These were rebuilt, and pursuit continued until the 


present time. Besides the heavy artillery at this place, four field | 
pieces were captured, some stores, and the enemy driven to destroy | 
many more. The country is the most broken and difficult to operate | 


in I ever saw. 
Our victory has been most complete, and the enemy thoroughly de- 
moralized. 
Very respectfully, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GRAND GULF, Miss., May 6, 1863. 
: Via Carro, Iuu., May 8. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief : 
I learn that Colonel Grierson, with his cavalry, has been heard of; 
first about ten days ago, in Northern Mississippi. He moved thence and 
struck the railroad 30 miles east of Jackson, at a point called Newton’s 


Station. He then moved southward toward Enterprise, demanded the | 
surrender ofthe place, and’ gave one hour’s grace, during which Gen- 


eral Loring arrived. He left at once, and moved toward Hazlehurst, 
on the New Orleans and Jackson Railroad. At this point he tore up 
the track ; thence to Byhalia, 10 miles farther south on the same road ; 
thence eastward on the Natchez road, where he had a fight with Wirt 


Adams’ cavalry. From this point he moved back, to the New Or. | 


leans and Jackson Railroad, to Brookhaven, 10 miles south of Byhalia. 
When last heard from, he was 3 miles from Summit, 10 miles south of 
the last-named point, supposed to be making his way to Baton Rouge. 


He had spread excitement throughout the State, destroying railroads, _ 


trestle-works, bridges, burning locomotives and railway stock, taking 


‘prisoners, and destroying stores of all kinds. To use the expression of | 


my informant, “Grierson has knocked the heart out of the State.” 
U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIm_p, May 6, 1868, 
ViA MEMPHIS, TENN., May 12. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HAtunck, General-in- Chief: 


Ferrying and Hi portation of rations to Grand Gulf is detaining us 
on the Big Black River. I will move as soon as three days’ rations : are 
received, ‘and send wagons back to the Gulf for more to follow. Infor- 
mation from the other ‘side leads me to believe the enemy are bringing 
forces from Tullahoma. Should not General Rosecrans at least fale 
a demonstration of advancing ? 


U.S. GRANT, 
a Major-General. 

GENERAL ee. Hpers. DEPT. OF THE TENNESSEE, 
No. 32.: In Field, Hankinson’s Ferry, Miss., May 7, 1863. 


Soldiers of the Army of the Tennessee! Once more I thank you for 
adding another victory to the long list of those previously won by your 
valor and endurance. The triumph gained over the enemy near Port 
Gibson, on the Ist instant, is one of the most important of the war. 
The capture of five cannon and more than 1,000 prisoners, the posses- 
sion of Grand Gulf, and a firm foothold upon the highlands between 
the Big Black and Bayou Pierre, from whence we threaten the whole 
line of the enemy, are among the fruits of this brilliant achievement. 
The march from Milliken’s Bend to a point opposite Grand Gulf was 
made in stormy weather, over the worst of roads; bridges and ferries 
had to be constructed; moving by night as well as by day, with labors 
incessant and extraordinary, privations have been endured by men and 
officers as have rarely been paralleled in any campaign. Not a mur- 
mur nor a complaint has been uttered. A few days’ continuance of the 
same zeal and constancy will secure to this army the crowning victory 
over the rebellion. More difficulties and privations are before us. Let 
us endure them manfully. Other battles areto be fought. Let us fight 
them bravely. <A grateful country will rejoice at our success, and his- 
tory will record it with immortal honor. 

U.S. GRANT, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


Rocky SprINnGs, Miss., May 8, 1863, 
VIA MEMPHIS, TENN., May 124.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 

Our advance is 15 miles from Edwards Station, on Southern Rail- 
road. All looks well. Port Hudson is undoubtedly evacuated, except 
by a small garrison and their heavy artillery. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


CayuGa, Miss., May 11, 1863, 
VIA MEMPHIS, PENN., Mar ry 18. 


Maj. Gen. H. Ww. HALLECK, General-in- Chief; 

My forees will be this evening as far advanced toward Jackson as 
Fourteen-Mile Creek—the left near Big Black River, and extending in 
a line nearly east and west—as they can get without bringing on a 
general engagement. 
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As I shall communicate with Grand Gulf no more, except it becomes 
necessary to send a train with heavy escort, you may not hear from me 


again for several days. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


[Indorsement.] 


Above message was delayed in coming up the river to Memphis. 
THOS. T. ECKERT. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, May 11, 1863—11 a. m. 


Major-General GRANT, via Memphis, Tenn. : 

If possible, the forces of yourself and of General Banks should be 
united between Vicksburg and Port Hudson, so as to attack these ~ 
places separately with the combined forces. The same thing has been 
urged upon General Banks. 

General Hooker recrossed to the north of the Rappahannock, but he 
inflicted a greater loss upon the enemy than he received himself. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


RAyMonpD, Miss., May 14, 1863—12.10 p. m., 
ViA MEMPHIS, TENN., May —, 11 a. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 

McPherson took this place on the 12th, after a brisk fight of more 
than two hours. Our loss, 51 killed and 180 wounded.* Enemy’s loss, 
75 killed, and buried by us; and 186 prisoners, besides wounded. Mce- 
Pherson is now at Clinton; Sherman on the direct Jackson road, and 
General McClernand bringing up the rear. I will attack the State 
capital to-day. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


JACKSON, Miss., May 15, 1863, 
Vis MEMPHIS, TENN., May 20—9.30 a, m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 


This place fell into our hands yesterday, after a fight of about three 
hours. Joe Johnston was in command. The enemy retreated north, 
evidently with the design of joining the Vicksburg forces. I am con- 
centrating my forces at Bolton, to cut them oft, if possible. A dispatch 
from General Banks showed him to be off in Louisiana, not to return 
to Baton Rouge until May 10. I could not lose the time. I have 
taken mauy prisoners from Port Hudson, who state that but one brigade 
was left there. Port Hudson will be evacuated on the appearance of a 
force in the rear. I sent a special messenger to General Banks, giving 
him the substance of the information I had, and asking him to join me 
aS soon as possible. This message was sent on the 10ih. 

U. S. GRANT, 
- Major-General. 


* But see revised statement, p. 705, 
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NEAR VICKSBURG, May 22, 1863, 
ViA Mempuis, May 25. 
General H. W. HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C.: 

Vicksburg is now completely invested. I have possession of Haynes’ 
Bluff and the Yazoo; consequently have supplies. To-day an attempt 
was made to carry the city by assault, but was not entirely successful. 
We hold possession, however, of two of the enemy’s forts, and have 
skirmishers close under all of them. Our loss was not severe. The 
nature of the ground about Vicksburg is such that it can only be taken 
by a siege. It is entirely safe to us in time, I would say one week, if 
the enemy do not send a large army upon my rear. With the railroad 
destroyed to‘beyond Pearl River, I do not see the hope that the enemy 
can entertain of such relief. 

I learn that Jeff. Davis has promised that if the garrison can hold out 
for fifteen days he will send 100,000 men, if he has to evacuate Ten- 
nessee. to do it. 

What shall I do with the prisoners I have? 

U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss., May 24, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: My troops are now disposed with the right (Sherman’s 
corps) resting on the Mississippi, where the bluff strikes the water, we 
having the first crest and the upper of the enemy’s water batteries. 
McClernand is on the left with his corps, his right having about one 
brigade north of the railroad, the rest south of it. One division occu- 
pies the roads leading south and southeast from the city. The position 
is as strong by nature as can possibly be conceived of, and is well forti- 
fied. The garrison the enemy have to defend it I have no means of 
knowing, but their force is variously estimated from 10,000 to 20,000. 

I attempted to carry the place by storm on the 22d, but was unsuc- 
cessful. Our troops were not repulsed from any point, but simply failed 
to enter the works of the enemy. At several points they got up to the 
parapets of the enemy’s forts, and planted their flags on the outer slope 
of the embankments, where they stillhave them. Theassault was made 
simultaneously by the three army corps at 10 a.m. The loss on our 
side was not very heavy at first, but receiving repéated dispatches from 
General McClernand, saying that he was hard pressed on his right and 
left and calling for re-enforcements, I gave him ail of McPherson’s corps 
but four brigades, and caused Sherman to press the enemy on our right, 
which caused us to double our losses for the day. The whole loss for 
the day will probably reach 1,500 killed and wounded. 

. General McClernand’s dispatches misled me as to the real state of 

_ facts, and caused much of this loss. He is entirely unfit for the posi- 

- tion of corps commander, both on the march and on the battle-field. 
Looking after his corps gives me more labor and infinitely more uneasi- 
ness than all the remainder of my department. 

The enemy are now undoubtedly in our grasp. The fall of Vicksburg 
and the capture of most of the garrison can only be a question of time. 
I hear a great deal of the enemy bringing a large force from the east to 
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effect a raising of the siege. They may attempt something of the kind, 
but I do not see how they can doit. The railroad is effectually destroyed 
at Jackson. so that it will take thirty days to repair it. This will leave 
a march of 50 miles over which the enemy will have to subsist an army, 
and bring their ordnance stores with teams. My position is so strong 
that I could hold out for several days against a vastly superior force. 
J do not see how the enemy could possibly maintain a long attack under 
these circumstances. I will keep a close watch on the enemy, however. 

There is a force now at Calhoun Station, about 6 miles north of Canton, 
on the Mississippi Central Railroad. This is the force that escaped 
from Jackson, augmented by a few thousand men from the coast cities, 
intended to re-enforce the latter place before the attack, but failed to 
reach in time. 

In the various battles from Port Gibson to Big Black River Bridge, 
we have taken nearly 6,000 prisoners, besides killed and wounded, and 
scattered a much larger number. 

The enemy succeeded in returning to Vicksburg with only three 
pieces of artillery. The number captured by us was seventy-four guns, 
besides what was found at Haynes’ Bluff. 

From Jackson to this place I have had no opportunity for communi- 
cating with you. Since that, this army fought a heavy battle near 
Baker’s Creek, onthe 16th, beating the enemy badly, killing and cap- 
turing not less than 4,000 of the enemy, besides capturing most of his 
artillery. Loring’s division was cut off from retreat, and dispersed in 
every direction. 

On the 17th, the battle of Big Black River Bridge was fought, the 
enemy again losing about 2,000 prisoners, seventeen pieces of artillery, 
and many killed and wounded. The bridges and ferries were destroyed. 
The march from Edwards Station to Big Black River Bridge was made, 
bridges for crossing the army constructed, and much of it over in twenty- 
four hours. 

On the 19th, the march to this place was made and the city invested. 

When I crossed the Mississippi River, the means of ferriage was so 
limited, and time so important, that I started without teams and an 
average of but two days’ rations in haversacks. Our supplies had to 
be hauled about 60 miles, from Milliken’s Bend to opposite Grand Gulf, 
and from there to wherever the army marched. We picked up all the 
teams in the country and free Africans to drive them. Forage and meat 
were found in great abundance through the country, so that, although 
not over five days’ rations were issued in twenty days, yet there was 
neither suffering nor complaint witnessed in the army. 

AS soon as reports can be got from corps commanders, I will send in 
a report, embracing the campaign from Milliken’s Bend to the invest- 
ment, if not the capture, of Vicksburg. 

When I crossed the Mississippi River, it was my intention to detach 
an army corps, or the necessary force, to co-operate with General Banks 
to secure the reduction of Port Hudson and the union of the two armies, 
but I received a letter from General Banks, stating that he was in 
Louisiana, and would return to Baton Rouge by May 10. By the re- 
duction of Port Hudson he could add only 12,000 to my force. I had 
certain information that General Joe Johnston was on his way to Jack- 
son, and that re-enforcements were arriving there constantly from Port 
Hudson and the Southern cities. Under this state of facts, I could not 
afford to delay. Beating the enemy to near Port Gibson, I followed 
him to Hankinson’s Ferry, on the Big Black River. This placed my 
forces 15 miles on their way from Grand Gulf to this place, Big Black 
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River Bridge, or Jackson, whichever I might turn my attention to. 
Altogether, I am satisfied that my course was right, and bas given us 
with comparative ease what would have cost serious battles by delay. 
This army is in the finest possible health and spirits. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, Miss., May 25, 1863. 
VIA MEMPHIS, TENN., May 29. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, General-in-Ohief: 

There is evidence of a force collecting near Big Black River, north- 
east of here about 30 miles. I have ordered all the force that can be 
spared from West Tennessee, and communicated with General Banks, 
asking him to come with all the force he can. I can manage the force 
in Vicksburg and an attacking force on the rear of 30,000, but may have 
more to contend against. Vicksburg will have to be reduced by regular 
siege. My effective force here is about 50,000, and can be increased 
10,000 more from my own command. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, May 25, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

COLONEL: Hight men, with 200,000 percussion caps, were arrested 
whilst attempting to get through our lines into Vicksburg. The in- 
closed cipher was found upon them. Having no one with me who has 
the ingenuity to translate it, I send it to Washington, hoping that some 
one there may be able to make it out. Should the meaning of this 
cipher be made out, I request that a copy be sent to me. 


Very respectfally, U. S. GRANT 
cae ANT, 


Major-General. 
{Inclosnre.] 
JACKSON, May 25, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON: 

MyXAFV. USL XwasVVUFLSJPbythe BRCYA 
[I] J 200.000 VEGT. SUAJ. NERP. ZIFM. It will beG 
i ZO [Q] Das they NTYMNX. Bragg MJ TPHIN 

[K] C M itDZGJxX. Iwill Y OIG. 
ve ITWMdoyouYTIAMtheIIKM. VFVE 
LGUGSFTVE. HBF Yis 


J. E. JOHNSTON. 


EEL. 


[Translations.*] 

4 JACKSON, May 25, 1863. 

* Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON: 

My —— was captured by the picket. Two hundred thousand caps 
have been sent. It will be increased as they arrive. Bragg is sending 


*The key words are “Manchester Bluff.” Tho first translation is that of the War 
Department, in 1863; the second that of the Publication Office, War Records, in 1884. 
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a division. When it joins I will come to you. Which do you think the 
best route? How and where is the enemy operating? What is your 


force ? 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, May 25, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON: 

My last note was returned by the bearer. Two hundred thousand 
caps have been sent. It will be continued as they arrive. Bragg is 
sending a division. When it comes I will move to you. Which do you 
think the best route? How and where is the enemy encamped? What 


is your force ? 
, J. E. JOHNSTON. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, May 29, 1863. 
Via Mempnuis, May 31. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Ceneral-in-Chief: 

The enemy under Johnston is collecting in large force to attack me 
and rescue the garrison of Vicksburg. J have had my cavalry and six 
brigades of infantry out looking after them, and they confirm the re- 
port of a large force being collected at Canton. The number is reported 
to be 45,000, but may not be so large. If Banks does not come to my 
assistance, I must be re-enforced from elsewhere. I will avoid a surprise, 

_and do the best I can with all the means at hand. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, June 2, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT, ; 
Vicksburg, via Memphis: 

Are you in communication with General Banks? Is he coming toward 
you or going farther off? Is there or has there been anything to 
hinder his coming directly to you by water from Alexandria ? 

; A. LINCOLN. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, June. 2, 1863—12.30 p. 


Major-General GRANT, Vicksburg, Miss. : 

Yours of the 29th received. I will do all I can to assist you. Ihave 
sent dispatch after dispatch to General Banks to join you.* Why he 
does not I cannot understand. His separate operation upon Port Hud- 
son is in direct violation of his instructions. If eater send him this 
dispatch. My last dispatch from him was May 4 

H.W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MISS., June 3, 1863. 


Major-General HALLECK: 


The approaches are gradually nearing the enemy’s fortifications. 
Five days more should plant our batteries on their par apets. Johnston 


*See Halleck’s SprRonWOnibnes: W ith, Bankes Sane I, vale XV and XXVI. 
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is still collecting troops at Canton and Jackson. Some are coming over 
the railroad, and all the country is joining his standard. ‘The destrue- 
tion of the enémy’s artillery and ordnance stores was so complete that: 
all these must be brought in from a distance. I sent a large force up 
between the Yazoo and Big Black Rivers. Forage, beef, and bacon 
were found in great abundance. The forage and bacon were destroyed 
by our troops and the stock brought tocamp. 1am now placing all my 
spare force on the narrowest part of land between the two rivers, about 
45 miles northeast, with the cavalry watching all the crossings of Big 
Black River. We shell the town a little every day, and keep the enemy 
constantly on the alert. We but seldom lose a man now. The best of 
health and spirits prevail among the troops. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


[JUNE 3, 1863.—For correspondence between Halleck and Burnside, 
in reference to re-enforcements for Grant, see Series I, Vol. XXIII, Part 
IT, p. 384.]} 


NEAR VICKSBURG, June 8, 1863. 
(Received June 10—9.10 p. m.) 


His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President: 


I send by mail letter from General Banks, of June 4. JI am in com- 
munication with him. He has Port Hudson closely invested. 
U.S: GRANT, 
Major-General. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MISS., June 8,.1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


Vicksburg is closely invested. I have a spare force of about 30,000 
men with which to repel anything from the rear. This includes all I 
have ordered from West Tennessee. Johnston is concentrating a force 
at Canton, and now has a portion of it west of Big Black River. My 
troops have been north as far as Satartia, and on the ridge back of that 
point there is no force yet. I will make a waste of all the country I can 
between the two rivers. I am fortifying Haynes’ Bluff, and will defend 
the line from here to that point at all hazards. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MIss., June 8, 1863. 
H. W. HALLEcK, 
General-in- Chief : 
It is reported that three divisions have left Bragg’s army to join 
Johnston. Breckinridge is known to have arrived. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 
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NEAR VICKSBURG, MIss., June 11, 1863, 
VIA CAIRO, ILL., June 16. 
H. W. HALLEcK, General-in-Chief : 

Re-enforcements other than from my own command are beginning to 
arrive. There is every indication that they may be required. The en- 
emy occupy Yazoo City and Canton, with an entire division of cavalry 
on the ridge between the two rivers. I am fortifying Haynes’ Bluff, and 
will have a garrison there of 13,000 men, besides the ability to throw 
an equal amount more there in case of an attack, and still keep up the 
investment of Vicksburg. Kirby Smith is showing signs of working to 
this side of the river, either to operate against General Banks or myself. 
He may find difficulty in crossing the river, but the great number of 
bayous and little lakes within a short distance of shore in this region 
afford such facilities for concealing boats that the means of crossing an 
army may still be left to the rebels; particularly may this be the case 
about Natchez. I now fear trouble on the opposite side of the river, 
between Lake Providence and Milliken’s Bend. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, MIss., June 11, 1863, 
ViA MEMPHIS, TENN., June 14. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chiéef: 

T have reliable information from the entire interior of the South. 
Johnston has been re-enforced by 3,000 troops from Mobile and other 
parts of Georgia; by [J. P.| McCown’s and Breckinridge’s divisions 
(9,000 men), and 4,000 of Forrest’s cavalry, from Bragg’s army ; 9,000 
men from Charleston, and 2,200 from Port Hudson. Orders were sent 
the very day General Banks invested Port Hudson, to evacuate it. 
Garrison there now 8,000. Lee's army has not been reduced ; Bragg’s 
force now 46,000 infantry and artillery and 15,000 cavalry. Every thing 
not required for daily use has been removed to Atlanta, Ga. His army 
can fall back to Bristol or Chattanooga at a moment’s notice, which 
places, it is thought, he can hold, and spare 25,000 troops. Mobile and - 
Savannah are now almost entirely without garrisons, further than men 
to manage large guns. No troopsare left in the interior to send to any 
place. All further re-enforcements will have to come from one of the 
great armies. There are about 32,000 men west of the Mississippi, ex- 
clusive of the troops in Texas. Orders were sent them one week ago 
by Johnston. The purport of the order not known. Herron has arrived 
here, and troops from Burnside looked for to-morrow. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, June 12, 1863 —11.30 a.m, 
Major-General GRANT, Via Memphis, Tenn. : 

I hope you fully appre iate the importance of time in the vequcuen 
of Vicksburg. The large re-enforcements sent to you have opened Mis. 
souri and Kentucky to ‘rebel raids. The siege should be pushed night 
and day with all possible dispatch. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
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NEAR VICKSBURG, Miss., June 18, 1863, 
ViA CArRo, ILL, June 23. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALuEck, . 
General-in-Ohief : 
Everything progresses well here, Johnston’s forces are at Yazoo City, 
Benton, Brownsville, and Clinton. I am fortifying Haynes’ Bluff to make 
my position certain, but believe I could go out with force enough to 


drive the rebels from between the two rivers. Deserters come out daily. 


All report rations short. We scarcely ever lose a man now. Health 
and condition of troops most excellent. 
U. 8. GRANT, & 
Major-General, Commanding. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, Miss., June 19, 1863, 
: VIA CAIRO, ILL., June 23. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 

I have found it necessary to relieve Major-General McClernand, par- 
ticularly at this time, for his publication of a congratulatory address 
calculated to create dissension and ill-feeling in the army.* I should 
have relieved him long since for general unfitness for his position. 
Major-General Ord is appointed to his place, subject to the approval of 
the President. 

Us 8.:GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MISS., June 26, 1863. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

Yesterday a mine was sprung under the enemy’s most commanding 
fort, producing a crater sufficient to hold two regiments of infantry. 
Our men took immediate possession, and still hold it. The fight for it 
has been ineessant, and thus far we have not been able to establish bat- 
teries in the breach. Expect to succeed. Joe Johnston has removed 
east of the Big Black. His movements are mysterious, and may be in- 
tended to cover a movement from his rear into Kast or West Tennessee, 
or upon Banks. I have General Sherman out near his front on the Big 
Black with a large force watching him. I will use every effort to learn 
any move Johnston may make, and send troops from here to counteract 
any change he may make, if I can. 

U. S-GRANT, 
Major-General. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MISS., June 27, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEOCK, 
General-in- Chief : 
Joe Johnston has postponed his attack until he can receive 10,000 
re-epforcements, now on their way from Bragg’s army. They are ex- 
pected early next week. I feel strong enough against this increase, 


*See Dana to Stanton, June 19, p. 102; McClernand to Halleck and Stanton, June 
27, pp. 165, 166. 


ty 
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and do not despair of having Vicksburg before they arrive. This latter, 
however, I may be disappointed in, 1 may have to abandon protection 
to the leased plantations from here to Lake Providence, to resist a threat 
from Kirby Smith’s troops. The location of these leased plantations was 
most unfortunate, and against my judgment. I wanted them put north 
of the White River. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


3 NEAR VICKSBURG, MISS., 

July 4, 1863—10.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

The enemy surrendered this morning. The only terms allowed is 
their parole as prisoners of war. This I regarded as of great advantage 
to us at this juncture. It saves probably several days in the captured 
town; leaves troops and transports ready for immediate service. Gen- 
eral Sherman, with a large force, will face immediately on Johnston and 
drive him from the State. I will send troops to the relief of General 
Banks, and return the Ninth Corps to General Burnside. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 6, 1863. 

COLONEL: J have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the Army of the Tennessee, and co-operating forces, from 
the date of my assuming the immediate command of the expedition 
against Vicksburg, Miss., to the reduction of that place: 

From the moment of taking command in person, I became satisfied 
that Vicksburg could only be turned from the south side, and, in accord- 
ance with this conviction, I prosecuted the work on the canal, which 
had been located by Brigadier-General [Thomas] Williams across the 
peninsula on the Louisiana side of the river, with all vigor, hoping to 
make a channel which would pass transports for moving the army and 
carrying supplies to the new base of operations thus provided. The 
task was much more herculean than it at first appeared, and was made 
much more so by the almost continuous rains that fell during the whole 
of the time this work was prosecuted. The river, too, continued to rise 
and made a large expenditure of labor necessary to keep the water out 
of our camps and the canal. : 

Finally, on March 8, the rapid rise of the river, and the consequent 
great pressure upon the dam across the canal, near the upper end, at 
the main Mississippi levee, caused it to give way and let through the 
low lands back of our camps a torrent of water that separated the north 
and south shores of the peninsula as effectually as if the Mississippi 
flowed between them. This occurred when the enterprise promised 
success within a short time. There was some delay in trying to repair 
damages. It was found, however, that with the then stage of water 
some other plan would have to be adopted for getting below Vicksburg 
with transports. : 

Capt. F. E. Prime, chief engineer, and Col. G. G. Pride, who was 
acting on my staff, prospected a route through the bayous whieh run 
from near Milliken’s Bend, on the north, and New Carthage, on the 
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south, through Roundaway Bayou, into the Tensas River. Their report 
of the practicability of this route determined me to commence work 
upon it. Having three dredge-boats at the time, the work of opening 
this route was executed with great rapidity. One small steamer and a 
number of barges were taken through the channel thus opened, but the 
river commencing about the middle of April to fall rapidly, and the 
roads becoming passable between Milliken’s Bend and New Carthage, 


made it impracticable and unnecessary to open water communication 


between these points. 

Soon after commencing the first canal spoken of, I caused a channel 
to be cut from the Mississippi River into Lake Providence; also one 
from the Mississippi River into Coldwater, by way of Yazoo Pass. 

I had no great expectations of important results from the former of 
these, but having more troops than could be employed to advantage at 
Young’s Point, and knowing that Lake Providence was connected by 
Bayou Baxter with Bayou Macon, a navigable stream, through which 
transports might pass into the Mississippi below, through Tensas, 
Washita, and Red Rivers, I thought it possible that a route might be 
opened in that direction which would enable me to co-operate with 
General Banks on Port Hudson. 

By the Yazoo Pass route I only expected at first to get into the 
Yazoo by way of Coldwater and Tallahatchee with some lighter gun- 
boats and afew troops, and destroy the enemy’s transports in that 
stream and some gunboats which I knew he was building. The navi- 
gation, however, proved so much better than had been expected that 
I thought for a time of the possibility of making this the route for ob- 
taining a foothold on high land above Haynes’ Bluff, Miss., and small- 
class steamers were accordingly ordered for transporting an army that 
way. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. McPherson, commanding Seventeenth Army Corps, 
was directed to hold his corps in readiness to move by this route, and 
one division each from the Thirteenth and Fifteenth Corps were collected 
near the entrance of the pass, to be added to hiscommand. It soon be- 
came evident that a sufficient number of boats of the right class could 
not be obtained for the movement of more than one division. 

While my forces were opening one end of the pass, the enemy was 
diligently closing the other end, and in this way succeeding in gaining 
time to strongly fortify Greenwood, below the junction of the Talla- 
hatchee and Yalabusha. The advance of the expedition, consisting of 
one division of McClernand’s corps, from Helena, commanded by Brig. 
Gen. L. F. Ross, and the Twelfth and Seventeenth Regiments Missouri 
Infantry, from Sherman’s corps, as sharpshooters on the gunboats, 
succeeded in reaching Coldwater March 2, after much difficulty and the 
partial disabling of most of the boats. From the entrance into Cold- 
water to Fort Pemberton, at Greenwood, Miss., no great difficulty of 
navigation was experienced, nor any interruption of magnitude from 
theenemy. Fort Pemberton extends from the Tallahatchee to the Yazoo 
at Greenwood. Here the two rivers come within a few hundred yards 
of each other. The land around the fort is low, and at the time of the 
attack was entirely overflowed. Owing to this fact, no movement could 
be made by the army to reduce it, but all depended upon the ability 
of the gunboats to silence the guns of the enemy and enable the trans- 
ports to run down and land troops immediately on the fort itself. - 

After an engagement of several hours, the gunboats drew off, being 
unable to silence the batteries. Brig. Gen. I. F. Quinby, commanding 
a division of McPherson’s corps, met the expedition under Ross with 
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his division on its return near Fort Pemberton, en March 21, and, being 
the senior, assumed command of the entire expedition, and returned to 
the position Ross had occupied. 

On March 23, I sent orders for the withdrawal of all the forces oper- 
ating in that direction, for the purpose of concentrating my army at 
Milliken’s Bend. REE, 

On March 14, Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding the Mississippi 
Squadron, informed me that he had made a reconnaissance up Steele’s 
Bayou, and partially through Black Bayou toward Deer Creek, and, so 
far as explored, these water courses were reported navigable for the 
smaller iron-clads. 

Information, given mostly, I believe, by the negroes of the country, 
was to the effect that Deer Creek could be navigated to Rolling Fork, 
and that from there through the Sunflower to the Yazoo River there 
was no question about the navigation. ; 

On the following morning I accompanied Admiral Porter in the ram 
Price, several iron.clads preceding us, up through Steele’s Bayou to 
near Black Bayou. 

At this time our forces were at a dead lock at Greenwood, and I 
looked upon the success of this enterprise as of vast importance. It 
would, if successful, leave Greenwood between two forces of ours, and 
would necessarily cause the immediate abandonment of that strong- 
hold. About thirty steamers of the enemy would have been destroyed 
or fallen into our hands. 

Seeing that the great obstacles to navigation, so far as I had gone, 
was from overhanging trees, I left Admiral Porter near Black Bayou, 
and pushed back to Young’s Point, for the purpose of sending forward 
a pioneer corps to remove these.difficulties. Soon after my return to 
Young’s Point, Admiral Porter sent back to me for a co-operating mili- 
tary force. Sherman was promptly sent with one division of his corps. 
The number of steamers suitable for the navigation of these bayous 
being limited, most of the force was sent up the Mississippi River to 
Eagle Bend, a point where the river runs within 1 mile of Steele’s 
Bayou, thus saving an important part of this difficult navigation. 

The expedition tailed, probably more from want of knowledge as to 
what would be required to open this route than from any impractica- 
bility in the navigation of the streams and bayous through which it was 
proposed to pass. Want of this knowledge led the expedition on until 
difficulties were encountered, and then it would become necessary to 
send back to Young’s Point for the means of removing them. This gave 
the enemy time to move forces to effectually checkmate further progress, 
and the expedition was withdrawn when within a few hundred yards of 
free and open navigation to the Yazoo. 

All this may have been providential in driving us ultimately to a line 
of operations which has proven eminently successful. 

For further particulars of the Steele’s Bayou expedition, see report of 
Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman, forwarded on April 12. 

As soon as I decided to open water communication from a point on 
the Mississippi, near Milliken’s Bend, to New Carthage, I determined 
to occupy the latter place, it being the first point below Vicksburg that 
could be reached by land at the stage of water then existing, and the 
occupancy of which, while it secured to us a point on the Mississippi 
River, would also protect the main line of communication by water. 
Accordingly, the Thirteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. J. A. MeClernand 
commanding, was directed to take up its line of march on Mareh 29 
for New Carthage, the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps to fol- 
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low, moving no faster than supplies and ammunition could be trans- 
ported to them. 

The roads, though level, were intolerably bad, and the movement was 
therefore necessarily slow. Arriving at Smith’s plantation, 2 miles 
from New Carthage, it was found that the levee of Bayou Vidal was 
broken in several places, thus leaving New Carthage an island. 

All the boats that could be were collected from the different bayous 
in the vicinity and others were built, but the transportation of an army 
in this way was found exceedingly tedious. Another route had to be 
found. This was done by making a further march around Vidal to Per- 
kins’ plantation, a distance of 12 miles more, making the whole distance 
to be marched from Milliken’s Bend to reach water communication on the 
opposite side of the point 35 miles. Over this distance, with bad roads 
to contend against, supplies of ordnance stores and provisions had to 
be hauled by wagons with which to commence the campaign on the op- 
posite side of the river. At the same time that I ordered the oceupa- 
tion of New Carthage, preparations were made for running transports 
by the Vicksburg batteries with Admiral Porter’s gunboat fleet. 

On the night of April 16, Admiral Porter’s fleet and the transports 
Silver Wave, Forest Queen, and Henry Clay ran the Vicksburg batteries. 
The boilers of the transports were protected as well as possible with hay 
and cotton. More or less commissary stores were putoneach. <All three 
of these boats were struck more or less frequently while passing the 
enemy’s batteries, and the Henry Clay, by the explosion of a shell or by 
some other means, was set on fire and entirely consumed. The other 
two boats were somewhat injured, but not seriously disabled. No one 
on board of either was hurt. 

As these boats succeeded in getting by so well, I ordered six more to 
be prepared in like manner for running the batteries. These latter, viz, 
Tigress, Anglo-Saxon, Cheeseman, Empire City, Horizon, and Moder- 
ator, left Milliken’s Bend on the night of April 22, and five of them 
got by, but in a somewhat damaged condition. The Tigress received a 
shot in her hull below the water line, and sunk on the Louisiana shore 
soon after passing the last of the batteries... The crews of these steamers, 
with the exception of that of the Forest Queen, Capt. C. D. Conway, and 


‘the Silver Wave, Captain McMillan, were composed of volunteers from 


the army. Upon the call for volunteers for this dangerous enterprise, 
officers and men presented themselves by hundreds, anxious to under- 
take the trip. The names of those whose services were accepted wil! 
be given in a separate report. 

It is a striking feature, so far as my observation goes, of the present 
volunteer army of the United States, that there is nothing which men 
are called upon to do, mechanical or professional, that accomplished 
adepts cannot be found for the duty required in almost every regi- 
ment. j 

The transports injured in running the blockade were repaired by order 
of Admiral Porter, who was supplied with the material for such repairs 
as they required, and who was and is ever ready to afford all the assist- 
ance in his power for the furtherance of the success of our arms. Ina 
very short time five of the transports were in running order, and the 
remainder were in a condition to be used as barges in the moving of 
troops. Twelve barges loaded with forage and rations were sent in tow 
of the last’six boats that run the blockade. One-half of them got 


* through in a condition to be used. 


Owing to the limited number of transports below Vicksburg, it was 
found necessary to extend our line of land travel to Hard Times, La., 
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which, by the circuitous route it was necessary to take, increased the 
distance to about 70 miles from Milliken’s Bend, our starting point. 

The Thirteenth Army Corps being all through to the Mississippi, and 
the Seventeenth Army Corps well on the way, so much of the Thir- 
teenth as could be got on board of the transports and barges were put 
aboard, and moved to the front of Grand Gulf on April 29. The plan 
here was that the Navy should silence the guns of the enemy, and the 
troops landed under the cover of the gunboats, and carry the place by 
storm. 

At 8a. m. the Navy made the attack, and kept it up for more than 
five hours in the most gallant manner. From a tug out in the stream 
I witnessed the whole engagement. Many times it seemed to me the 
gunboats were within pistol-shot of the enemy’s batteries. It soon be- 
came evident that the guns of the enemy were too elevated and their 
fortifications too strong to be taken from the water side. The whole 
range of hills on that side were known to be lined with rifle-pits; besides, 
the field artillery could be moved to any position where it could be made 
useful in case of an attempt at landing. This determined me again to 
run the enemy’s batteries, turn his position by effecting a landing at 
Rodney, or at Bruinsburg, between Grand Gulf and Rodney. Accord- 
ingly, orders were immediately given for the troops to debark at Hard 
Times, La., and march across to the point immediately below Grand 
Gulf. 

At dark the gunboats again engaged the batteries, and all the trans- 
ports run by, receiving but two or three shots in the passage, and these 
without itjury. I had some time previously ordered a reconnaissance 
to a point opposite Bruinsburg, to ascertain, if possible, from persons 
' in the neighborhood the character of the road leading to the highlands 
back of Bruinsburg. During the night I learned from a negro man that 
there was a good road from Bruinsburg to Port Gibson, which deter- 
mined me to land there. 

The work of ferrying the troops to Bruinsburg was commenced at 
daylight in the morning, the gunboats as well as transports being used 
for the purpose. 

As soon as the Thirteenth Army Corps was landed, and could draw 
three days’ rations to put in haversacks (no wagons were allowed to 
cross until the troops were all over), they were started on the road to 
Port Gibson. I deemed it a matter of vast importance that the high- 
lands should be reached without resistance. The Seventeenth Corps 
followed as rapidly as it could be put across the river. 

About 2 o’clock, May 1, the advance of the enemy was met 8 miles 
from Bruinsburg,on the road to Port Gibson. He was forced to fall 
back, but, as it was dark, he was not pursued far until daylight. 

Harly on the morning of the 1st, I went out, accompanied by mem- 
bers of my staff, and found McClernand with his corps engaging the 
enemy about4 miles from Port Gibson. Atthispointthe roads branched 
in exactly opposite directions, both, however, leading to Port Gibson. | 
The enemy had taken position on both branches, thus dividing, as he 
fell back, the pursuing forces. The nature of the ground in that part 
of the country is such that a very small force could retard the progress 
of a much larger one formany hours. The roads usually run on narrow, 
elevated ridges, with deep and impenetrable ravines on-either side. On 
the right were the divisions of Hovey, Carr, and [A. J.] Smith, and on 
the left the division of Osterhaus, of McClernand’s corps. The three: 
former succeeded in driving the enemy from position to position back 
toward Port Gibson steadily all day. — ; 
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Osterhaus did not, however, move the enemy from the position oc- 
cupied by him on our left until Logan’s division, of McPherson’s corps, 
arrived. McClernand, who was with the right in person, sent repeated 
messages to me before the arrival of Logan to send Logan’s and Quinby’s 
divisions, of McPherson’s corps, to him. 

I had been on that as well as all other parts of the field, and could 
not see how they could be used there to advantage. However, as soon 
as the advance of McPherson’s corps (Logan’s division) arrived, I sent 
one brigade to McClernand on the right, and sent one brigade, Brig. 
Gen. J. EK. Smith commanding, to the left, to the assistance of Oster- 
haus. — : 

By the judicious disposition made of this brigade, under the imme- 
diate supervision of McPherson and Logan, a position was soon ob- 
tained, giving us an advantage which soon drove the enemy from that 
part of the field, to make no further stand south of Bayou Pierre. 

The enemy was here repulsed with a heavy loss in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners. The repulse of the enemy on our left took place late in 
the afternoon. He was pursued toward Port Gibson, but night closing 
in, and the enemy making the appearance of another stand, the troops 
slept upon their arms until daylight. 

In the morning it was found that the enemy had retreated across 
Bayou Pierre, on the Grand Gulf road, and a brigade of Logan’s divis- 
ion was sent to divert his attention, while a floating bridge was being 
built across Bayou Pierre immediately at Port Gibson. This bridge 
was completed, 8 miles marched by McPherson’s corps to the North Fork 
of Bayou Pierre, that stream bridged, and the advance of this corps com- 
menced passing over it at 5 o’clock the following morning. 

On the 3d, the enemy was pursued to Hankinson’s Ferry, with slight 
skirmishing all day, during which we took quite a number of prisoners, 
mostly stragglers, from the enemy. ; 

Finding that Grand Gulf had been evacuated, and that the advance 

of my forces was already 15 miles out from there, and on the road, too, 
they would have to take to reach either Vicksburg, Jackson, or any 
intermediate point on the railroad between the two places, I determined 
not to march them back; but taking a small escort of cavalry, some 15 
or 20 men, I went to the Gulf myself, and made the necessary arrange- 
ments for changing my base of supplies from Bruinsburg to Grand 
Gulf. : 
In moving from Milliken’s Bend, the Fifteenth Army Corps, Maj. 
Gen. W. T. Sherman commanding, was left to be the last to start. To 
prevent heavy re-enforcements going from Vicksburg to the assistance 
of the Grand Gulf forces, I directed Sherman to make a demonstration 
on Haynes’ Bluff, and to make all the show possible. Irom informa- 
tion since received from prisoners captured, this ruse succeeded admi- 
rably. 

ied been my intention, up to the time of crossing the Mississippi 
River, to collect all my forces at Grand Gulf, and get on hand a good 
supply of provisions and ordnance stores before moving, and in the 
mean time to detach an army corps to co-operate with General Banks on 
Port Hudson, and effect a junction of our forces. us : 

About this time I received a letter from General Banks, giving his 


' position west of the Mississippi River, and stating that he could return 


to Baton Rouge by May 10; that by the reduction of Port Hudson he 


could join me with 12,000 men. 


I learned about the same time that troops were expected at Jackson 
from the Southern cities, with General Beauregard in command. To 
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delay until May 10, and for the reduction of Port Hudson after that, the 
accession of 12,000 men would not leave me relatively so strong as to 
move promptly with what I had. Information received from day to day 
of the movements of the enemy also impelled me to the course pursued. 

While lying at Hankinson’s Ferry waiting for wagons, supplies, and 
Sherman’s corps, which had come forward in the mean time, demonstra- 
tions were made, successfully, I believe, to induce the enemy to think 
that route and the one by Hall’s Ferry, above, were objects of much 
solicitude to me. Reconnaissances were made to the west side of the 
Big Black to within 6 miles of Warrenton. 

On May 7, an advance was ordered, McPherson’s corps keeping the 
road nearest Big Black River, to Rocky Springs, McClernand’s corps 
keeping the ridge road from Willow Springs, and Sherman following 
with his corps divided on the two roads. All the ferries were closely 
guarded until our troops were well advanced. It was my intention here 
to hug the Big Black River as closely as possible with McClernand’s and 
Sherman’s corps, and get them to the railroad at some place between 
Edwards Station and Bolton. McPherson was to move by way of Utica 
to Raymond, and from there into Jackson, destroying the railroad, 
telegraph, public stores, &c., and push west to rejoin the main force. 
Orders were given to McPherson accordingly. Sherman was moved 
forward on the Edwards Station road, crossing Fourteen-Mile Creek 
at Dillon’s plantation; McClernand was moved across the same creek, 
farther west, sending one division of his corps by the Baldwin’s Ferry 
road as far as the river. At the crossings of Fourteen-Mile Creek both 
McClernand and Sherman had considerable skirmishing with the enemy 
to get possession of the crossings. 

McPherson met the enemy near Raymond, two brigades strong, under 
Gregg and Walker, on the same day; engaged him, and, after several 
hours’ hard fighting, drove him, with heavy loss in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners. any threw down their arms and deserted. My position 
at this time was with Sherman’s corps, some 7 miles west.of Raymond, 
and about the center of the army. 

On the night of May 12, after orders had been given for the corps of 
McClernand and Sherman to march toward the railroad by parallel roads, 
the former in the direction of Edwards Station and the latter to a point 
on the railroad between Edwards Station and Bolton, the order was 
changed, and both were directed to move toward Raymond. This was 
in consequence of the enemy having retreated toward Jackson after his 
defeat at Raymond, and of intormation that re-enforcements were daily 
arriving at Jackson, and that General Joe Johnston was hourly expected 
there to take command in person. I therefore determined to make sure 
of that place and leave no enemy in my rear. 

McPherson moved on the 13th to Clinton, destroyed the railroad and 
telegraph, and captured some important dispatches from General Pem- 
berton to General Gregg, who had commanded the day before in the 
battle of Raymond. Sherman moved to a parallel position on the Mis- 
sissippi Springs and Jackson read. McClernand moved toa point near 
Raymond. 

The next day Sherman and McPherson moved their entire force 
toward Jackson. The rain fell in torrents all the night before and con- 
tinued until about noon of that day, making the roads at first slippery 
and then miry. Notwithstanding, the troops marched in excellent 
order, without straggling and in the best of spirits, about 14 miles, and 
engaged the enemy about 12m. near Jackson. MeClernand occupied 
Olinton with one division, Mississippi Springs with another, Raymond 
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- with a'third, and had his fourth division and Blair’s division, of Sher- 
man’s corps, with a wagon train, still in the rear near New Auburn, 
while McArthur, with one brigade of his division, of McPherson’s corps, 
was moving toward Raymond on the Utica road. It was not the in- 
tention to move these forces any nearer Jackson, but to have them in 
a position where they would be in supporting distance if the resistance 
at Jackson should prove more obstinate than there seemed reason to 
expect. 

The enemy marched out the bulk of his force on the Clinton road, 
and engaged McPherson’s corps about 24 miles from the city. A small 
force of artillery and infantry took a strong position in front of Sher- 
man, about the same distance out. By a determined advance of our 
skirmishers, these latter were soon driven within their rifle-pits, just 
outside the city. It was impossible to ascertain the strength of the 
enemy at this part of the line in time to justify an immediate assault ; 
consequently McPherson’s two divisions engaged the main bulk of the 
rebel garrison at Jackson without further aid than the moral support 
given them by the knowledge the enemy had of a force to the south 
side of the city and the few infantry and artillery of the enemy posted 
there to impede Sherman’s progress. Sherman soon discovered the 
weakness of the enemy by sending a reconnoitering party to his right, 
which also had the effect of causing the enemy to retreat from this part 
of his line. A few of the artillerists, however, remained in their places, 
firing upon Sherman’s troops until the last moment, evidently instructed 
to do so, with the expectation of being captured in the end. 

On entering the city it was found that the main body of the enemy 
had retreated north after a heavy engagement of more than two hours 
with McPherson’s corps, in which he [the enemy] was badly beaten. 
He was pursued until near night, but without further damage to him. 

During that evening I learned that General Johnston, as soon as he 
had satisfied himself that Jackson was to be attacked, had ordered 
Pemberton peremptorily to march out from the direction of Vicksburg 
and attack our rear. Availing myself of this information, I immedi- 
ately issued orders to McClernand, and Blair of Sherman’s corps, to 
face their troops toward Bolton, with a view to reaching Edwards 
Station, marching on different roads converging near Bolton. These 
troops were admirably located for such a move. McPherson was 
ordered to retrace his steps early in the morning of the 15th on the 
Clinton road. Sherman was left in Jackson to destroy the railroads, 
bridges, factories, workshops, arsenals, and everything valuable for the 
support of the enemy. This was accomplished in the most effectual 
manner. 

On the afternoon of the 15th, I proceeded as far west as Clinton, 
through which place McPherson’s corps passed to within supporting 
distance of Hovey’s division, of McCdlernand’s corps, which had moved 
that day on the same road to within 14 miles of Bolton. 

On reaching Clinton, at 4.45 p. m., I ordered McClernand to move his 
command early the next morning toward Edwards Depot, marching so 
as to feel the enemy if he encountered him, but not to bring on a gen- 
eral engagement unless he was confident he was able to defeat him ; and 
also to order Blair to move with him. 

About 5 o’clock on the morning of the 16th, two men, employés on 
the Jackson and Vicksburg Railroad, who had passed through Pember- 
ton’s army the night before, were brought to my headquarters. They 
stated Pemberton’s force to consist of about eighty regiments, with ten 
batteries of artillery, and that the whole force was estimated by the 
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enemy at about 25,000 men. From them I also learned the positions 
being taken up by the enemy, and his intention of attacking our rear. 
Thad determined to leave one division of Sherman’s corps one day 
longer in Jackson, but this information determined me to bring his en- 
tire command up at once, and I accordingly dispatched him at5.30 a. m. 
to move with all possible speed until he came up with the main force 
near Bolton. My dispatch reached him at 7.10 a. m., and his advance 
division was in motion in one hour from that time. A dispatch was sent 
to Blair at the same time to push forward his division in the direction 
of Edwards Station with all possible dispatch. McClernand was di- 
rected to establish communication between Blair and Osterhaus, of his 
corps, and keep it up, moving the former to the support of the latter. 
McPherson was ordered forward at’ 5.45 a.m. to join McClernand, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, of my staff, was sent forward to communi- 
cate the information received, and with verbal instructions to McCler- 
nand as to the disposition of his forces. 

At an early hour I left for the advance, and, on arriving at the cross- 
ing of the Vicksburg and Jackson Railroad with the road from Raymond 
to Bolton, I found McPherson’s advance and his pioneer corps engaged 
in rebuilding a bridge on the former road that had been destroyed by 
the cavalry of Osterhaus’ division that had gone into Bolton the night 
before. The train of Hovey’s division was at a halt, and blocked up the 
road from farther advance on the Vicksburg road. I ordered all quar- 
termasters and wagon-masters to draw their teams to one side and make 
room for the passage of troops. McPherson was brought up by this 
road. 

Passing to the front, I found Hovey’s division, of the Thirteenth Army 
Corps, at a halt, with our skirmishers and the enemy’s pickets near 
each other. Hovey was bringing his troops into line ready for battle, 
and could have brought on an engagement at any moment. The enemy 
had taken up a very strong position on a narrow ridge, his left resting 
on a height where the road makes a sharp turn to the left, approaching 
Vicksburg. The top of the ridge and the precipitous hillside to the 
left of the road are covered by a dense forest and undergrowth. To the 
right of the road the timber extends a short distance down the hill, and 
then opens into cultivated fields on a gentle slope and into a valley, ex- 
tending for a considerable distance. On the road and into the wooded 
ravine and hillside Hovey’s division was disposed for the attack. Me- 
Pherson’s two divisions—all of his corps with him on the march from 
Milliken’s Bend, until Ransom’s brigade arrived that day after the 
battle—were thrown to the right of the road (properly speaking, the 
enemy’s rear), but I would not permit an attack to be commenced by our 
troops until 1 could hear from McOlernand, who was advancing with 
four divisions, two of them on a road intersecting the Jackson road 
about 1 mile from where the troops above described were placed, and 
about the center of the enemy’s line; the other two divisions on a road 
still north, and nearly the same distance off. 

IT soon heard from McClernand through members of his staff and my 
own, whom I had sent to him early in the morning, and found that by 
the nearest practicable route of communication he was 24 miles dis- 
tant. I sent several successive messages to him to push forward with 
all rapidity. There had been continuous firing between Hovey’s ‘skir- 
mishers and the rebel advance, which by 11 o’clock grew into a battle. 
For some time this division bore the brunt of the conflict; bat finding 
the enemy too strong for them, at the instance of Hovey, I directed first 
one and then a second brigade from Crocker’s division to re-enforce him. 
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All this time Logan’s division was working upon the enemy’s left and 
rear, and weakened his front attack most wonderfully. The troops here 
opposing us evidently far outnumbered ours. Expecting McClernand 
momentarily with four divisions, including Blair’s, I never felt a doubt 
of the result. He did not arrive, however, until the enemy had been 
driven from the field, after a terrible contest of hours, with a heavy loss 
of killed, wounded, and prisoners, and a number of pieces of artillery. 

It was found afterward that the Vicksburg road, after following the 
ridge in a southerly direction for about 1 mile, and to where it inter- 
sected one of the Raymond roads, turns almost 1o the west, down the 
hill and across the valley in which Logan was operating on tbe rear of 
the enemy. One brigade of Logan’s division had, unconscious of this 
important fact, penetrated nearly to this road, and compelled the enemy 
to retreat to prevent capture. As it was, much of his artillery and 
Loring’s division of his army were cut off, besides the prisoners cap- 
tured. 

On the call of Hovey for more re-enforcements just before the rout of 
the enemy commenced, I ordered McPherson to move what troops he 
could by a left flank around to the enemy’s front. Logan rode up at 
this time, and told me that if Hovey could make another dash at the 
enemy, he could come up from where he then was and capture the 
greater part of their force. I immediately rode forward and found the 
troops that had been so gallantly engaged for so many hours withdrawn 
from their advanced position, and were filling their cartridge-boxes. I 
directed them to use all dispatch, and push forward as soon as possible, 
explaining to them the position of Logan’s division. Proceeding still 
tarther forward, expecting every moment to see the enemy, and reaching 
what had been his line, I found he was retreating. 

Arriving at the Raymond road, I saw to my left and on the next ridge 
a column of troops, which proved to be Carr’s division, and McClernand 
with it in person; and to the left of Carr, Osterhaus’ division soon 
afterward appeared, with his skirmishers wellin advance. I sent word 
to Osterhaus that the enemy was in full retreat, and to push up with 
all haste. The situation was soon explained, after which I ordered Carr 
to pursue with all speed to Black River, and across it if he could, and 
to Osterhaus to follow. Some of McPherson’s troops had already got 
into the road in advance; but having marched and engaged the enemy 
all day, they were fatigued and gave the road to Carr, who continued 
the pursuit until after dark, capturing a train of cars loaded with com- 
missary and ordnance stores and other property. 

The delay in the advance of the troops immediately with McClernand 
was caused, no doubt, by the enemy presenting a front of artillery and 
infantry where it was impossible, from the nature of the ground and 
the density of the forest, to discover his numbers. As it was, the battle 
of Champion’s Hill, or Baker’s Creek, was fought mainly by Hovey’s 
division, of McClernand’s corps, and Logan’s and Quinby’s divisions 
(the latter commanded by Brig. Gen. M. M. Crocker), of MePherson’s 
corps. 

anon’ brigade, of McPherson’s corps, came on to the field where 
the main battle had been foughtimmediately after the enemy had begun 


- his retreat. 


Word was sent to Sherman, at Bolton, of the result of the day’s en- 
gagement, with directions to turn his corps toward Bridgeport, and to 


- Blair to join him at this latter place. 


At daylight on the 17th, the pursuit was renewed, with M eClernand’s 
corps in the advance. The enemy was found strongly posted on both 
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sides of the Black River. At this point on Black River the bluffs extend 
to the water’s edge on the west bank. On the east side is an open, 
cultivated bottom of nearly 1 mile in width, surrounded by a bayou of 
stagnant water, from 2 to 3 feet in depth and from 10 to 20 feet in width, 
from the river above the railroad to the river below. Following the 
inside line of this bayou, the enemy had constructed rifle-pits, with the 
bayou to serve as a ditch on the outside and immediately in front of 
them. Carr’s division occupied the right in investing this place, and 
Lawler’s brigade the right of his division. After a few hours’ skirmish- 
ing, Lawler discovered that by moving a portion of his brigade under 
cover of the river bank he could get a position from which that place 
could be successfully assaulted, and ordered a charge accordingly. 
Notwithstanding the level ground over which a portion of his troops had 
to pass without cover, and the great obstacle of the ditch in front of 
the enemy’s works, the charge was gallantly and successfully made, and 
in a few minutes the entire garrison, with seventeen pieces of artillery, 
were the trophies of this brilliant and daring movement. The enemy 
ov the west bank of the river immediately set fire to the railroad bridge 
and retreated, thus cutting off all chance of escape for any portion of 
his forces remaining on the east bank. 

Sherman by this time had reached Bridgeport, on Black River, above. 
The only pontoon train with the expedition was with him. By the 
morning of the 18th, he had crossed the river, and was ready to march 
on Walnut Hills. McClernand and McPherson built floating bridges 
during the night, and had them ready for crossing their commands by 
8 a.m. of the 18th. 

The march was commenced by Sherman at an early hour by the 
Bridgeport and Vicksburg road, turning to the right when within 34 
miles of Vicksburg, to get possession of Walnut Hills and the Yazoo 
River. This was successfully accomplished before the night of the 18th. 
McPherson crossed Big Black River above the Jackson road and came 
into the same road with Sherman, but:to his rear. He arrived after 
night-fall with his advance to where Sherman turned to the right. Me- 
Clernand moved by the Jackson and Vicksburg road to Mount Albans, 
and there turned to the left, to get into Baldwin’s Ferry road. By this 
disposition the three army corps covered all the ground their strength 
would admit of, and by the morning of the 19th the investment of 
Vicksburg was made as complete as could be by the forces at my com- 
mand, 

During the day there was continuous skirmishing, and I was not 
without hope of carrying the enemy’s works. Relying upon the de- 
moralization of the enemy, in consequence of repeated defeats outside 
of Vicksburg, I ordered a general assault at 2 p.m. on this day. The 
Kifteenth Army Corps, from having arrived in front of the enemy’s 
works in time on the 18th to get a good position, were enabled to make 
a vigorous assault. The Thirteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps sue- 
ceeded no further than to gain advanced positions covered from the fire 
of the enemy. 

The 20th and 21st were spent in perfecting communications with our 
supplies. Most of the troops had been marching and fighting battles 
for twenty days, on an average of about five days’ rations drawn from 
the commissary department. Though they had not suffered from short 
rations up to this time, the want of bread to accompany the other ra- 
tions was beginning to be much felt. 

On the 21st, my arrangements for drawing supplies ef every descrip- 
tion being complete, I determined to make another effort to carry Vicks- 
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burg by assault. There were many reasons to determine me to adopt 
this course. I believed an assault from the position gained by this time 
could be made successfully. It was known that Johnston was at Can- 
ton with the force taken by him from Jackson, re-enforced by other 
troops from the east, and that moregwere daily reaching him. With 
the force I then had, a short time must have enabled him to attack me 
in the rear, and possibly succeeded in raising the siege. 

Possession of Vicksburg at that time would have enabled me to have 
turned upon Johnston and driven him from the State, and possessed my- 
self of all the railroads and practical military highways, thus effectually 
securing to ourselves all territory west of the Tombigbee, and this be- 
fore the season was too far advanced for campaigning in this latitude. 
I would have saved the Government sending large re-enforcements, 
much needed elsewhere ; 4nd, finally, the troops themselves were im- 


__ patient to possess Vicksburg, and would not have worked in the trenches 
with the same zeal, believing it unnecessary, that they did after their 


failure to carry the enemy’s works. 

Accordingly, on the 21st, orders were issued for a general assault on 
the whole line, to commence at 10 a. m. on the 22d. All the corps com- 
manders set their time by mine, that there should be no difference be- 
tween them in movement of assault. Promptly at the hour designated 
the three army corps then in front of the enemy’s works commenced the 
assault. I had taken a commanding position near McPherson’s front, 
and from which I could see all the advancing columns from his corps, 
and a part of each of Sherman’s and McClernand’s. A portion of the 
commands of each succeeded in planting their flags on the outer slopes 
of the enemy’s bastions, and maintained them there until night. 

Each corps had many more men than could possibly be used in the 
assault over such ground as intervened between them and the enemy. 
More men could only avail in case of breaking through the enemy’s line 
or in repelling a sortie. The assault was gallant in the extreme on the 
part of all the troops, but the enemy’s position was too strong, both 
naturally and artificially, to be taken in that way. At every point as- 
saulted, and at all of them at the same time, the enemy was able to 
show all the force his works would cover. 

The assault failed, [regret to say, with much loss on our side in killed 
and wounded, but without weakening the confidence of the troops in 
their ability to ultimately succeed. ; 

No troops succeeded in entering any of the enemy’s works with the 
exception of Sergeant Griffith, of the Twenty-first [Twenty-second] 


Iowa Volunteers, and some 11 privates of the same regiment. Of these 


none returned, except the sergeant and possibly 1 man. The work en- 
tered by him, from its position, could give us no practical advantage, 
unless others to the right and left of it were carried and held at the 
same time. 

About 12 m. I received a dispatch from McClernand that he was hard 
pressed at several points, in reply to which I directed him to re-enforce 
the points hard pressed from such troops as he had that were not en- 
gaged. I then rode around to Sherman, and had just reached there 


- when I received a second dispatch from McClernand, stating positively 
>and unequivocally that he was in possession of and still held two of the 


enemy’s forts; that the American flag then waved over them, and ask- 
ing me tohave Sherman and McPherson make a diversion in his favor. 


‘This dispatch I showed to Sherman, who immediately ordered a renewal 


of the assault on sais front. I also sent an answer to McClernand, 
directing him to order up McArthur to his assistance, and started im- 
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mediately to the position I had just left on McPherson’s line, to convey 
to him the information from McClernand by this last dispatch, that he 
might make the diversion requested. Before reaching McPherson, I 
met a messenger with a third dispatch from McClernand, of which the 
following is a copy: r) : 
HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 


In the Field, near Vicksburg, Miss., May 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 


GENERAL: We have gained the enemy’s intrenchments at several points, but are 
brought to astand. Ihave sent word to McArthur to re-enforce meif he can. Would 
it not be best to concentrate the whole or a part of his command on this point? 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


P.S.—I have received your dispatch. My troops are all engaged, and I cannot 
withdraw any to re-enforce others. 


The position occupied by me during most of the time of the assault 
gave me a better opportunity of seeing what was going on in front of 
the Thirteenth Army Corps than I believed it possible for the commander 
of it to have. Icould not see his possession of forts, nor necessity for 
re-enforcements, as represented in his dispatches, up to the time I left 
it, which was between 12 m. and 1 p.m., and I expressed doubts of 
their correctness, which doubts the facts subsequently, but too late, 
confirmed. Atthe time I could not disregard his reiterated statements, 
for they might possibly be true; and that no possible opportunity of 
carrying the enemy’s stronghold should be allowed to escape through 
fault of mine, I ordered Quinby’s division, which was all of McPher- 
son’s corps then present but four brigades, to report to McClernand, 
and notified him of the order. I showed his dispatches to McPherson, 
as I had to Sherman, to satisfy him of the necessity of an active diver- 
sion on their part to hold as much force in their fronts as possible. The 
diversion was promptly and vigorously made, and resulted in the in- 
crease of our mortality list fully 50 per cent., without advancing our 
position or giving us other advantages. 

About 3.50 p. m. I received McClernand’s fourth dispatch as follows: 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
: May 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Department of the Tennessee : 


GENERAL: I have received your dispatch in regard to General Quinby’s division and 
General McArthur’s division. As soon as they arrive I will press the enemy with all 
possible. speed, and doubt not I will force my way through. I have lost no ground. 
My men are in two of the enemy’s forts, but they are commanded by rifle-pits in the 
rear. Several prisoners have been taken, who intimate that the rear isstrong. At this 
moment I am hard pressed. 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


The assault of this day proved the quality of the soldiers of this army. 
Without entire success, and with a heavy loss, there was no murmuring 
or complaining ; no falling back, nor other evidence of demoralization. 

After the failure of the 22d, I determined upon a regular siege. The 
troops being now fully awake to the necessity of this, worked diligently 
and cheerfully. The work progressed rapidly and satisfactorily until 
July 3, when all was about ready for a final assault. 

There was a great scarcity of engineer officers in the beginning, but 
under the skillful superintendence of Capt. I’. E. Prime, of the Engineer 
Corps, Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, of my staff, and Capt. C. B. Comstock, 
of the Engineer Corps, who joined this command during the siege, such 


Cnar. XXXVI] GENERAL REPORTS. Lat 


practical experience was gained as would enable any division of this 
army hereatter to conduct a siege with considerable skill in the absence 
of regular engineer officers. 

On the afternoon of July 3, a letter was received from Lieutenant- 
General Pemberton, commanding the Confederate forces at Vicksburg, 
proposing an armistice and the appointment of commissioners to arrange 
terms for the capitulation of the place. The correspondence, copies of 
which are herewith transmitted, resulted in the surrender of the city and © 
garrison of Vicksburg at 10 a. m. July 4, 1863, on the following terms: 

The entire garrison, officers and men, were to be paroled, not to take 
up arms against the United States until exchanged by the proper au- 
thorities; officers and men each to be furnished with a parole, signed by 
himself; officers to be allowed their side-arms and private baggage, and 
the field, staff, and cavalry officers one horse each; the rank and file to 
be allowed all their clothing, but no other property; rations from their 
own Stores sufficient to last them beyond our lines; the necessary cook- 
ing utensils for preparing their food, and 30 wagons to transport such 
articles as could not well be carried. 

These terms I regarded more favorable to the Government than an 
unconditional surrender. Itsaved us the transportation of them north, 
which at that time would have been very difficult, owing to the limited 
amount of river transportation on hand, and the expense of subsisting 
them. It left our army free to operate against Johnston, who was threat- 
ening us from the direction of Jackson, and our river transportation to 
be used for the movement of troops to any point the exigency of the 
service might require. 

I deem it proper to state here, in order that the correspondence may 
be fully understood, that after my answer to General Pemberton’s letter 
of the morning of the 3d, we had a personal interview on the subject of 
the capitulation. 

The particulars and incidents of the siege will be contained in the 
reports of division and corps commanders, which will be forwarded as 
soon as received. 

I brought forward during the siege, in addition to Lauman’s division 
and four regiments previously ordered from Memphis, [W. S.] Smith’s 
and Kimball’s divisions, of the Sixteenth Army Corps, and assigned 
Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn to command of the same. 

On June 11, Maj. Gen. F. J. Herron’s division, from the Department 
of the Missouri, arrived, and on the 14th two divisions of the Ninth 
Army Corps, Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke commanding, arrived. This increase 
in my force enabled me to make the investment most complete, and at 
the same time left me a large reserve to watch the movements of John- 
ston. Herron’s division was put into position on the extreme left, south 
of the city, and Lauman’s division was placed between Herron and Me- 
Clernand. Smith’s and Kimball’s divisions and Parke’s corps were sent 
to Haynes’ Bluff. This place I had fortified on the land side, and every 
preparation made to resist a heavy force. Johnston crossed Big Black 
River with a portion of his force, and everything indicated that he would 
make an attack about June 25. Our position in front of Vicksburg 
having been made as strong against a sortie from the enemy as his works 
were against an assault, I placed Major-General Sherman in command 
of all the troops designated to look after Johnston. The force intended 
to operate against Johnston, in addition to that at Haynes’ Bluff, was 
one division from each of the Thirteenth, Fifteenth, and Seventeenth 
Army Corps and Lauman’s division. Johnston, however, not attacking, 
I determined to attack him the moment Vicksburg was in our possession, 
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and accordingly notified Sherman that I should again make an assault 
on Vicksburg at daylight on the 6th, and for him to have up supplies of 
all descriptions, ready to move upon receipt of orders, if the assault 
should prove a success. His preparations were immediately made, and 
when the place surrendered on the 4th—two days earlier than I had 
fixed for the attack—Sherman was found ready, and moved at once with 
a force increased by the remainder of both the Thirteenth and Fifteenth 
Army Corps, and is at present investing Jackson, where Johnston has 
made a stand. 

In the march from Bruinsburg to Vicksburg, covering a period of 
twenty days, before supplies could be obtained from Government stores, 
only five days’ rations were issued, and three days’ of these were taken 
in haversacks at the start, and were soon exhausted. All other sub- 
sistence was obtained from the country through which we passed. The 
march was commenced without wagons, except such as could be picked ~ 
up through the country. The country was abundantly supplied with 
corn, bacon, beef, and mutton. The troops enjoyed excellent health, and 
no army ever appeared in better spirits or felt more confident of success. 

In accordance with previous instructions, Maj. Gen. 8. A. Hurlbut 
started Col. (now Brig. Gen.) B. H. Grierson with a cavalry force from 
La Grange, Tenn., to make a raid through the central portion of the 
State of Mississippi, to destroy railroads and other public property, for 
the purpose of creating a diversion in favor of the army moving to the 
attack on Vicksburg. 

On April 17, this expedition started, and arrived at Baton Rouge on 
May 2, having successfully traversed the whole State of Mississippi. 
This expedition was skillfully conducted, and reflects great credit on 
Colonel Grierson and all of his command. The notice given this raid 
by the Southern press confirms our estimate of its importance. It has 
been one of the most brilliant cavalry exploits of the war, and will be 
handed down in history as an example to be imitated. Colonel Grier- 
son’s report is herewith transmitted.* 

I cannot close this report without an expression of thankfulness for 
my good fortune in being placed in co-operation with an officer of the 
Navy who accords to every move that seems for the interest and suc- 
cess of our arms his hearty and energetic support. Admiral Porter and 
the very efficient officers under him have ever shown the greatest readi- 
ness in their co-operation, no matter what was to be done or what risk 
to be taken, either by their men or their vessels. Without this prompt 
and cordial support, my movements would have been much embarrassed, 
if not wholly defeated. 

Capt. J. W. Shirk, commanding the Tuscumbia, was especially active, 
and deserving of the highest commendation for his personal attention 
to the repairing of the damage done our transports by the Vicksburg 
batteries. 

The result of this campaign has been the defeat of the enemy in five 
battles outside of Vicksburg ; the occupation of Jackson, the capital of 
the State of Mississippi, and the capture of Vicksburg and its garrison 
and munitions of war; a loss to the enemy of 37,000 prisoners, among 
whom were 15 general officers; at least 10,000 killed and wounded, and 
among the killed Generals Tracy, Tilghman, and Green, and hundreds 
and perhaps thousands of stragglers, who can never be collected and 
reorganized. Arms and munitions of war for an army of 60,000 men 
have fallen into our hands, besides a large amount of other public prop- 


* See p. 521. 


- Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
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erty, consisting of railroads, locomotives, cars, steamboats, cotton, &e., 
and much was destroyed to prevent our capturing it. 
Our loss in the series of battles may be summed up as follows :* 


Killed. | Wounded.| Missing. 
POR UNGe BRON C aaa Une s fniSicae ISsk vt SECT coat se owen es saad acilecs minis 130 718 5 
srourteen- Mile Creek (skirmish))... 22. :2..s.cccess cesses sceces lous 4 DOS e octal: eects 
Pru VANON Gs aatarantacttee sae cet ee toa ta we ne Sheds cee Becca heaves 69 341 82 
PRONE ee ate Lee mente he Sete G RA conn reels ua aet ts Somnce acu 40 240 6 
CTS GSMS 12 CTS, eT a ee Se ee ee ee 426 1, 842 189 
Bip; BisokwmsailrOad USTid ©, . koas. ccs ccc accese ceeeceneccendes- eee 29 242 2 
MAGk ADEN eM ete RCE Essen cu hence cheese uc act basset Jhcoehelc 545 8, 688 303 


Of the wounded many were but slightly wounded, and continued on 
duty; many more required but a few days or weeks for their recovery. 
Not more than one-half of the wounded were permanently disabled. 

My personal staffand chiefs of departments have in all cases rendered 
prompt and efficient service. 

In al! former reports I have failed to make mention of Company A, 
Fourth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, Capt. E. D. Osband com- 
manding. This company has been on duty with meas an escort com- 
pany since November, 1861, and in every engagement I have been in 
since that time rendered valuable service, attracting general attention 
for their exemplary conduct, soldiery bearing, and promptness. It 
would not be overstating the merits of this company to say that many 
of them would fill with credit any position in a cavalry regiment. 

For the brilliant achievements recounted in this report, the Army of 
the Tennessee, their comrades of the Ninth Army Corps, Herron’s divis- 
ion of the Army of the Frontier, and the Navy co-operating with them, 
deserve the highest honors their country ean award. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
. U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major-General U. 8S. Army, Commanding. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C. 


: [Inclosure No. 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 3, 1863. 


Commanding United States Forces, &e. : ¢: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to propose to you an armistice for f 
hours, with a view to arranging terms for the capitulation of Vicksburg. 
To this end, if agreeable to you, I will appoint three commissioners to 
meet a like number, to be named by yourself, at such place and hour 
to-day as you may find convenient. ; 

I make this proposition to save the further effusion of blood, which 
must otherwise be shed to a frightful extent, feeling myself fully able 
to maintain my position for a yet indefinite period. 

This communication will be handed you under flag of truce by Maj. 


| - Gen. J. S. Bowen. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 


Lieutenant- General. 


* But see general summary of casualties, Part II, p. 167, 
+tIn Pemberton’s report, ‘‘several.” 
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[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE 'TENNESSEE, 
In the Field, near Vicksburg, Miss., July 3, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, he. : 

GENERAL: Your note of this date is just received, proposing an 
armistice for several hours, for the purpose of arranging terms of capit- 
ulation through commissioners to be appointed, Se. 

The useless effusion of blood you propose stopping by this course can 
be ended at any time you may choose, by an unconditional surrender of 
the city and garrison. Men who have shown so much endurance and 
courage as those now in Vicksburg will always challenge the respect of 
an adversary, and I can assure you will be treated with all the respect 
due to prisoners of war. 

I do not favor the proposition of appointing commissioners to arrange 
terms of capitulation, because I have no terms other than those indi- 
cated above. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Bese GRANT, 
Major- General. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss., July 3, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Vicksburg, Miss. : 

GENERAL: In conformity with agreement of this afternoon, I will sub- 
mit the following proposition for the surrender of the city of Vicksburg, 
public stores, &e. : 

On your accepting the terms proposed, I will march in one division 
as a guard, and take possession at 8 a.m. to-morrow. As soon as rolls 
can be made out, and paroles signed by officers and men, you will be 
allowed to march out of our lines, the officers taking with them their 
side-arms and clothing, and the field, staff, and cavalry officers one horse 
each. The rank and file will be allowed all their clothing, but no other 
property. If these conditions are accepted, any amount of rations you 
may deem necessary can be taken from the stores you now have, and 
also the necessary cooking utensils for preparing them. Thirty wagons 
also, counting two two-horse or mule teams as one, will be allowed to 
transport such articles as cannot be carried along. 

The same conditions will be allowed to all sick and wounded officers 
and soldiers as fast as they become able to travel. 

The paroles for these latter must be signed, however, while officers 
are present authorized to sign the roll of prisoners. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major- General. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding United States Forces, Ge. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to gcknowtaden the receipt of your com- 


munication of this date, proposing terms of “capitulation for this gar- 
rison and post. 
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In the main, your terms are accepted ; but in justice both to the honor 
and spirit of my troops, manifested in the defense of Vicksburg, I have 
to submit the following amendments, which, if acceded to by you, will 
perfect the agreement between us. 

At 10 a. m. to-morrow I propose to evacuate the works in and around 
Vicksburg, and to surrender the city and garrison under my command, 
by marching out with my colors and arms, stacking them in front of my 
present lines, after which you will take possession. 

Officers to retain their side-arms and personal property, and the rights 
and property of citizens to be respected. 

J am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General. 


({Inclosure No. 5.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSER, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., July 4, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Vicksburg, Miss. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of July 3. The amendment proposed by you cannot be 
acceded to in full. It will be necessary to furnish every officer and man 
with a parole signed by himself, which, with the completion of the rolls 
of prisoners, will necessarily take some time. 

Again, I can make no stipulations with regard to the treatment of 
citizens and their private property. While I do not propose to cause 
them any undue annoyance or loss, I cannot consent to leave myself 
under any restraint by stipulations. The property which officers will 
be allowed to take with them will be as stated in my proposition of last 
evening ; that is, officers will be allowed their private baggage and side- 
arms, and mounted officers one horse each. 

If you mean by your proposition for each brigade to march to the 
front of the lines now occupied by it, and stack arms at 10 a. m., and 
then return to the inside, and there remain as prisoners until properly 
paroled, I will make no objection to it. 

Should no notification be received of your acceptance of my terms 
by 9 a. m., I shall regard them as having been rejected, and shall act 
accordingly. Should these terms be accepted, white flags should be 
displayed along your lines to prevent such of my troops as may not 
have been notified from firing upop your men. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 
{Inclosure No. 6.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding United States Forces, Ge. : 

GBNERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of this day, and in reply to say that the terms proposed by 
you are accepted. 4 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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VICKSBURG, July 6, 1863. 
General H. W. HALLECK, Washington, D. C.: 

The number of prisoners and pieces of artillery taken with Vicksburg 
is greater than was at first supposed. The number proves to be over 
30,000 prisoners* and over one hundred and seventy pieces of artillery. 
We have found considerable ammunition and about four days’ rations of 
flour and bacon, and 250 pounds of sugar. 

The small-arms are of good quality and over 50,000 in number. 

Sherman is after Johnston, but no news from him to-day. * 

U. 8. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 7, 1863. 
Major-General Grant, Near Vicksburg, Miss. : 

Advices just received from New Orleans of the condition of General 
Banks’ army render it important that you send him aid if it be possible 
for you to do so. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., July 7, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT, Vicksburg, Miss. : 

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that you have been appointed 
a major-general in the Regular Army, to rank from July 4, the date of 
your capture of Vicksburg. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 8, 1863—6.45 p. m. 
Major-General GRANT, Vicksburg, Miss. : 

I fear your paroling the garrison at Vicksburg without actual deliv- 
ery to a proper agent, as required by the fourteenth article of the car- 
tel, may be construed into an absolute release, and that the men will be 
immediately placed in the ranks of the enemy. Such has been the case 
elsewhere. If these prisoners have not been allowed to depart, you will 
retain them till further orders. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 10, 1863—10 a. m. 
Major-General GRANT, Vicksburg, Miss. : 

On a full examination of the question, it is decided that you, as the 
commander of an army, were authorized to agree upon the parole and 
release of the garrison of Vicksburg with the genera] commanding the 
place. 

H. W. HALLEOCK, 
General-in- Chief. 


“There were 29,491 captured at Vicksburg and 1,147 captured at Jackson, Natchez, 
and Yazoo City. Total, 20,638, 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, August 1, 1863—9.45 a. m. 
Major-General GRANT, 
Vicksburg, Miss.: 

GENERAL: Your report, dated July 6, of your campaign in Missis- 
sippi, ending in the capitulation of Vicksburg, was received last evening. 
Your narrative of this campaign, like the operations themselves, is 
brief, soldierly, and in every respect creditable and satisfactory. In 
boldness of plan, rapidity of execution, and brilliancy of results, these 
operations will compare most favorably with those of Napoleon about 
Ulm. You and your army have well deserved the gratitude of your 
country, and it will be the boast of your children that their fathers 
were of the heroic army which reopened the Mississippi River. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


INOwos 


Reports of Mr. Charles A. Dana, special commissioner of the United 


States War Department. 


CoLuMBUs, Ky., March 20, 1863—4.30 p. m. 


There is absolutely no information here respecting affairs down the 
river. General Rosecrans having abandoned Forts Henry and Heiman 
and ordered them to be leveled, and a rebel force having appeared at 
Heiman, Hurlbut, on Asboth’s reporting the facts, ordered him to re- 
occupy Heiman, considering it to be the key to both Columbus and 
Paducah. Asboth accordingly proceeded there by water with two regi- 
ments of infantry, two cannon, and some cavalry, and found a small 
body of rebels at Heiman, who escaped with their leader, Major Blan- 
ton [?]. The order of General Rosecrans to level the works had not been 
executed, Henry being partially overflowed. Blanton was collecting 
horses and raising conscripts. The whole country being open to him, 
while the possession of Heiman would have made him master of the 
navigation of the Tennessee, the force mentioned was left by Asboth in 
Heiman, and he got back here by land yesterday, The iron-clad gun- 
boat Tuscumbia, Capt. J. W. Shirk, co-operated in the movement, and 
destroyed all the flats and skiffs collected by the rebels to force their 
operations on both sides of the Tennessee. Hereafter two small gun- 
boats will patrol that river as far up as Savannah. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. HE. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


CoLuMBUs, Ky., March 20, 1863. 
Captain [J. W.] Rigby, of* Logan’s staff, arrived here this evening, 
and reports that expedition down Yazoo, under McPherson, consisting 
of Seventeenth Army Corps and Ross’ division, captured a rebel fort 
at the junction of Tallahatchee and Yalabusha on the 13th instant, 
and took a small rebel force in the fort prisoners. Rigby does not know 
how many guns were in the fort. The attack was made by the gunboat 
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Chillicothe, which received twenty shots, one of which, entering a port- 
hole, killed 3 men and wounded several. McPherson has advanced 
down 40 miles below the fort, and is some 25 miles frow Yazoo City. 
That place has not been attacked, and no rebel transports have been 
captured. McPherson’s army is in perfect condition and excellent 
health. Forces to re-enforce him are now moving down from Missouri 
under E. A. Carr, two regiments having passed here to-day. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. EK. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


MeEmpuis, TENN., March 23, 1863, 
Via Boat To Cairo, March 25. 

The report brought to Columbus by Rigby and telegraphed by me 
from there on the 20th was erroneous. The force on the Yazoo consisted 
originally of 4,500 men, under Ross. Tothis have been added 3,500 under 
Quinby, who now commands. McPherson with the remainder of the 
Thirteenth [Seventeenth ?] Corps is at Helena, and part of Carr’s force 
is also there, waiting for boats to join the expedition; but large boats 
entering Yazoo Pass ‘may go forward, but cannot return, and enough 
small‘ boats cannot be found to convey the re-enforcements with any 
rapidity. The expedition is now arrested at Greenwood, at the junction 
of the Tallahatchee and Yalabusha, where a rebel earthwork named 
Fort Pemberton, situated on a knoll made inaccessible by a swamp and 
mounting heavy guns, commands the channel. This fort is of recent 
construction, built after the rebels discovered the plan of the expedi- 
tion. The heavy pieces of a guuboat have been disembarked, and with 
some 24-pounder howitzers planted in a battery against this fort, but 
without serious effect, and the expedition is effectually checked for the 
present. The whole force under McPherson is in round numbers 25,000, 
while re-enforcements are being hurried forward by way of Yazoo Pass. 
General Grant is sending 6,000 men overland from Greenville, on the 
Mississippi, to move on Yazoo and co-operate with the expedition, but 
the country through which this body will have to pass is difficult and 
full of streams, of which the Sunflower is the most considerable. Gen- 
eral Gorman, at Helena, had on the 21st a report that this corps had 
effected a junction with Quinby, but it is scarcely possible. 

With regard to details of operations before Vicksburg, it is impossible 
to procure them here. The cutting of Lake Providence is perfectly 
successful, but_Bayou Macon is very full of snags, which must be got 
out before the Tensas will be accessible. The canal opposite Vicksburg 
has brokeu through at its upper end. The river, entering with great 
force, strikes the railroad embankment, built longitudinally across the 
peninsula, which diverts the current to the bottom in the rear, and 
floods the land without cutting the channel. <A pile-driver was sent 
down from here ten days ago in order to bar the opening into the canal, 
so that the digging may be resumed, but by the time it is successfully 
completed the lower approaches to Vicksburg will no doubt be as 
strongly defended as from above. The health of General Grant’s army 
has greatly improved, and at present the sick-list is no larger than usual. 
This is not so well informed a place as I hoped to find it. 

: C. A. DANA. 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 
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MEMPHIS, TENN., March 24, 1863—3 p. m., 
ViA CarRo, ILL., March 27. 

The Yazoo Pass expedition has retreated up the Yalabusha (accord- 
ing to General B. M. Prentiss) a distance of 100 miles, removing the 
guns from the battery planted against’Fort Pemberton. It now waits 
for re-enforcements and supplies, the gunboat Chillicothe having gotten 
out of ammunition. Some of the small boats attached to this expedi- 
tion, however, are reported to me by Paymaster | Edwin D.] Judd (who 
left Young’s Point Friday) as having succeeded in passing Pemberton. 
Those have come down the Yazoo and made their way into Steele’s 
Bayou, near Vicksburg. Judd saw them, and saw a messenger from 
them who communicated with General Grant. Learning from this 
source that the Yazoo was accessible from Steele’s Bayou, General Grant 
has already moved D. Stuart’s (formerly Morgan Smith’s) division, 
6,000 strong, under Sherman, into the Yazoo from Eagle Bend, on the 
Mississippi, about 40 miles above Vicksburg. The strip of land between 
that bend and Steele’s Bayou is 1} miles wide. J. MeArthur’s divis- 
ion, of McPherson’s corps, was to move yesterday from Lake Prov- 
idence to Eagle Bend to re-enforce Sherman, making his whole force 
about 13,000 men. I learn from General N. Kimball, who left Young’s 
Point on Saturday afternoon, that Admiral Porter, with gunboats, has 
entered the Yazoo above Haynes’ Bluff by way of Steele’s Bayou. The 
movement across from Greenville to re-enforce the Yazoo Pass expedi- 
tion has been abandoned, the route being impracticable, and the divis- 
ion (Quinby’s) by which it was attempted is at Helena, waiting for 
transportation through the pass. J. E. Smith’s division, McPherson’s 
corps, was to move from Helena into the pass this morning. The water 
is now flowing freely through the whole length of the canal opposite 
Vicksburg, but produces no effect in wearing away the compact clay 
soil, which in the lower half of its course is especially tenacious. The 
dredging machines are inadequate to complete the excavations, and 
the water, though too shallow for the boats, is too deep for men to dig 
in. Both Kimball and Judd think it is a failure, but Admiral Farra- 
gut having arrived from below on Friday with the vessels Hartford and 
Albatross, the failure is of less consequence. In coming up, Admiral 
Farragut drove the Queen of the West and the rebel boats into the Big 
Black, where he could not follow them with his deep vessels. Admiral 
Porter had ordered the Lafayette to pass Vicksburg and join Farragut 
Saturday night. Kimball reports Lake Providence Canal will now 
freely and safely pass the largest vessels through into Red River. Kim- 
ball thinks the enemy are already moving away material and prepar- 
ing to evacuate Vicksburg. 

The cutting of the Mississippi levees has flooded the whole country, 
and their only aveiiue of supplies or of escape is now the Jackson Rail- 
road. General Grant is dead sure that he will have the place within a 
fortnight. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. EK. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. . 


MrmMPHIS, TENN., March 25, 1863—5 p. m., 
V1A CAtro, Itu., March 27. 


A steamer which left Young’s Point Landing arrived this morning ; 
reports no news. Some officers came by her, but I have vainly tried to 
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find them. ‘Hurlbut has no intelligence. Private advices confirm that 
Porter’s gunboats are in the Yazoo, above Haynes’ Bluff. Two commis- 
sary transports have been sunk in Yazoo Pass by snags. There is a 
rumor that the expedition is definitely abandoned, but I can get noth- 
ing official. : 
; CG. A, DANAS 
Hon. I. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., 
March 26, 1863—1 p. m. 


A scout.of Hurlbut’s, who left Mobile March 17, reports extraordi- 
nary trains of sick arriving there from Vicksburg, Port Hudson, Jack- 
son, and other posts of the Vicksburg army. The stations and towns 
along the way were also full of them. Stopping supplies from Opelou- 
sas has deprived that army of meat. I saw yesterday a Mr. Jordan, a 
very intelligent planter, who resides on Yazoo. He says that river is 
fortified at Shell Bend and at Honey Island much more powerfully than 
at Greenwood. Liverpool Bluff, 27 miles above Haynes’, is equally 
fortified, as the river is obstructed there by a raft as it is at Haynes’. 
The fact reported by Paymaster Judd, that boats from above Greenwood 
-had got down into Steele’s Bayou, he pronounces physically impossible. 
The Big Black he declares to be impracticable for boats of any size 
larger than skiffs, except at its mouth, where they may get in behind 
Grand Gulf, and he denies what others have asserted, that there is a 
draw in the railroad bridge back of Vicksburg. That bridge, he says, 
is protected by fortifications held by 20,000 men, so that the rebels re- 
gard its destruction as an impossibility. They think Vicksburg im- 
pregnable against any force but starvation. 

Let me suggest that I should be much more useful farther down the 
river than here. At General Grant’s headquarters I can get the truth. 
Here it is difficult and uncertain. : 


C. A. DANA. | 
Hon. EE. M. STANTON, | 
Secretary of War. ' | 


MEMPHIS, TENN., 
March 27, 1863—3.30 p. m. 
The news from Young’s Point is to Monday, March 23. There is 
official information from Helena, but none has come here. The report 
is that Sherman has got twenty regiments landed on the east bank of 
Yazoo River above Haynes’ Bluff, and that the greatest enthusiasm 
prevails throughout the army at this success. The report that he is 
supported by gunboats in Yazoo River is repeated. It is also stated 
that the channelfrom Deer Creek into the Sunflower had to be enlarged - 
by digging in order to pass them, but all reports here on this subject 
are confused and doubtful. The Yazoo Pass expedition is not aban- 
doned, but has received supplies and been re-enforced by Quinby’s divis- 
ion. General Hurlbut’s advices of March 17, from Mobile, report that 
five iron-clad rams are ready for use in the harbor, those built at Selma 
having been brought down. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STanron, e 
Secretary of War. 
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MEMPHIS, TENN., March 28, 1863—4 p. m., 
VIA CAIRO, March 31. 


On Tuesday evening last, the rams Lancaster and Switzerland 
started to run the batteries at Vicksburg. The Lancaster had her bow 
carried away by a shot; was also hit’ amidships, and sank in twenty 
minutes. Whether any on board were savedis unknown. The Switz- 
erland was also hit, but got through without serious damage, being 
taken in tow by the Albatross, which came under fire to her assistance. 
No news from Sherman’s command nor from Yazoo Pass. A passenger 
train from Memphis to Jackson was captured by guerrillas near Moscow 
this morning at 10 o’clock. Forty persons were taken. The engineer 
cut loose, and got safely to Moscow with the locomotive. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, March 30, 1863. 
C. A. DANA, Esq,, 
Memphis, Tenn., via Cairo: 

Your telegrams have been received, and although the information has 
been meager and unsatisfactory, I am conscious that arises from no fault 
of yours. You will proceed to General Grant’s headquarters, or wher- 
ever you may be best able to accomplish the purposes designated by 
this Department. You will consider your movements to be governed 
by your own discretion without any restriction. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
' Secretary of War. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., March 30, 1863—5 p. m., 
VIA CAIRO, ILL., April 1. 


General Grant has sent for all steamboats that can be had, as if he 
intended to move the bulk of his army from its present position, and 
has ordered J. G. Lauman’s division here to be held ready for instant 
movement. Three boat-loads of Carr’s men passed down to Helena on 
Saturday. No official news from below. An officer arrived here reports 
the crew of ram Lancaster escaped from that vessel in yawls as she 
sank, only two being lost by drowning. A report that ram Monarch 
had run batteries safely he pronounces untrue. No gunboats have en- 
tered Yazoo River from Porter’s fleet. They can’t force the passage 
from Deer Creek into the Sunflower. Porter himself, while reconnoiter- 
ing a bayou in a small steamer, was caught by felling trees in his rear. 
Two regiments of infantry were sent out and extricated him. 
The newspapers here say Sherman has taken Haynes’ Bluff, but I can 
find no foundation for the report. General Dodge telegraphs from Cor- 
inth that Midshipman Henry Travis, of sloop-of-war Mississippi, arrived 
there yesterday, paroled. He left, prisoners at Jackson, the captain of 
_mnarines and 46 men, who escaped with him from that vessel. He re- 
‘ ports the ship lost by becoming uncontrollable in the current and getting 
aground, not a shot having struck her previously. After she grounded 
_ they fought her an hour, and then set her on fire. All hands made for 

‘the shore. She then floated a distance down stream and blewup. She 
was not harmed by the rebels’ fire, as the guns on the bluff could not 
be depressed to damage her much. It is ascertained by a spy of Hurl- 
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but’s that up to Wednesday last no force had been withdrawn from 
Vicksburg, except one brigade sent to Yazoo City. A great part of the 
rebel army was, however, previously east of the Big Black. He also 
reports but few troops, and those militia, at Grenada, but heavy force 
at Since they came into the they carried off all the car- 
penters and carpenters’ tools at Panola; they are also gathering troops. 
They are evidently preparing a movement either against Hurlbut or 
Yazoo City. Rebel sympathizers here are informed the Indianola is 
not sunk or destroyed, but is being repaired behind Grand Gulf, in Big 
Black. They also declare Vicksburg fully provisioned for nine months. 
The rebels have assembled a force of 4,000 at Tuscumbia, and a few 
days - ‘left or against the right of General Rosecrans. I wrote 
from Columbus respecting Fort Heiman. Hurlbut has notified General 
Rosecrans, to whose department it now belongs, that he (Hurlbut) cannot 
continue to garrisonit. I respectfully suggest it ought by no means to 
be abandoned. : 

The mutinous One hundred and ninth Illinois, decimated by deser- 
tion, has gone down to report to General Grant under guard, but yet 
without being disarmed. The One hundred and twenty-eighth, which 
had nearly all deserted at Cairo, have been mostly recaptured, and are 
under guard there. 

CO. A. DANA, 


Hon. KE. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., March 31, 1863—1.30 p. m. 


Sherman, with his troops, returned to Young’s Point on Friday, March 


27, the attempt to reach the Yazoo by way of Steele’s Bayou and the 
Sunflower having proved futile. 

Porter’s entrapment on Rolling Fork, mentioned in my dispatch of 
yesterday, occurred on Sunday, March 22. The Confederate force was 
about 4,000, with artillery, and the skirmish for his extrication lasted 
nearly all day. We had 10 or 12 privates killed and wounded, and an 
engineer on a tug killed by a shell. 

The ram Switzerland was so much damaged in passing Vicksburg that 
she must be repaired before she can be of service. 

No news from the Yazoo Pass expedition, which, as I now learn, 
returned down the Coldwater to the Tallahatchee by General Grant’s 
express order. Quinby’s division is with it. 

Ten of the most prominent and wealthy secession families of Mem- 
phis yesterday received orders from Hurlbut to leave the city instantly. 
This is in consequence of orders issued in January notifying all such 
persons that their remaining here depended upon their friends beyond 
our lines leaving the railroad undisturbed. The attack of 28th near 
Moscow is punished by this expulsion. The same attack has also been 
more severely punished by Lieutenant-Colonel [Reuben] Loomis, of 
Griersow’s cavalry, from La Grange, who was sent by General W. S. 
Smith with 200 men to pursue the guerrillas. He overtook them Sun- 
day afternoon, 100 strong, 6 miles southeast of Belmont, Tenn., and 
after a brisk skirmish they gave way, leaving in Loomis’ hands Captain 
[Reuben] Burrow, 1 orderly sergeant, and 9 privates prisoners. Pro- 
ceeding 5 or 6 miles farther, Loomis bivouacked, and precisely at mid- 
night his command, consisting of only 130 men, deducting those ont on 
picket duty, was attacked by Col. R. V. Richardson with 500 or 600 men. 
After fighting about fifteen minutes the rebels fell back, leaving on the 
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field 2 lieutenants and 4 privates killed, and Major [B. B.] Benson mor- 
tally wounded. The neighboring people report they had 40 or 50 killed 
and several wounded, including Richardson himself, whose wounds are 
dangerous. We lost Lieut. Jesse B. Wilson and 7 privates killed and 
35 wounded, many of them slightly, including 4 commissioned officers. 
Wilson fell very gallantly in the thick of the mélée, fighting in his shirt- 
sleeves as he had sprung from sleep. The rebels fled from their own 
camp at 2 o’clock in the morning. Loomis brought in 20 prisoners. 
©. A. DANA. 
Hon. Ei. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., April 1, 1863—4 p. m. 


On Saturday, the 28th, after the return of Sherman, Grant said con- 
fidentially that he had now tried unsuccessfully every conceivable in- 
direct means of attacking Vicksburg, and that nothing but a direct 
assault upon the enemy’s works remained. This is also the opinion of 
the general officers of his command. With regard to such an assault, 
the judgment of these officers is divided. Frank Blair is reported to 
me as favoring it, but I believe General Grant himself is opposed to it, 
as is Sherman, the most influential of all General Grant’s subordinates, 
though I have no positive information on that point. I have no doubt 
that General Grant is about to move the bulk of his army back up the 
river. He is confident, however, that without taking Vicksburg he can, 
in co-operation with Admiral Farragut and General Banks, effectually 
eut off Confederate supplies from west of the river. Deserters from 
Vicksburg who arrived in General Grant’s camp on Saturday report 
that food, excluding meat, is plenty in the town. There had been ade- 
ficiency, but now the supply is ample. A Mr. Walton—a respectable 
gentleman, who arrived from Lower and Central Mississippi at General 
W.S. Smith’s headquarters, La Grange, yesterday—reports that sup- 
plies for Vicksburg are everywhere being seized. In Noxubee County 
200,000 pounds of pork have just been taken. He also reports that 
there is not much Confederate force in Northern and Hastern Missis- 
sippi, but a great concentration against General Rosecrans, especially 
of cavalry. He says there are already 20,000 horsemen in Johnston’s 
army, and every effort is being made to swell the number to 25,000, in 
order to make the defeat of General Rosecrans crushing in case he 
should have the worst in the approaching battle. 

Dodge reports from Corinth to-day that the rebels are repairing all 
the bridges across the streams from Savannah east and I lorence north. 
They are also building a large number of boats in the creeks leading into 
the Tennessee River, and have massed a body of cavalry at the mouth 
of Duck River. The same officer reported yesterday that Van Dorn’s 
men had fallen back from Lawrenceburg to Lowryville, and that about 
500 cavalry remained at Waynesborough. The men said they were going 
back to Mississippi. 

From Yazoo Pass there is news of the renewal of fighting at Fort 


- Pemberton, but nothing official or decisive on this subject. I shall 
’ doubtless be able to report fully from Helena, whither I go to-morrow. 


Your dispatch of the 30th is received. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. BE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
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MEMPHIS, TENN., April 2, 1863. 


General J. D. Webster, of General Grant’s staff, who left Young’s 
Point Tuesday afternoon, arrived here this evening. From him I have 
authentic information. General Grant has no intention of either with- 
drawing the bulk of his army or attempting a direct assault on Vicks- 
burg. When Webster left, arrangements had been completed for begin- 
ning to open a passage from 7 to 9 miles long through a bayou empty- 
ing into the Mississippi at Milliken’s Bend to a point below Warrenton. 
Extent of canal to be dug is from one-half to two-thirds of a mile. The 
bayou will also have to be straightened and widened in one or two 
places and cleared of trees. Webster thinks that the job will not require 
more than two weeks’ time. Another plan, which is also contemplated, 
is to float empty transports past Vicksburg in the dark, having steam 
enough to save them from floating ashore in case of need, but not enough 
to betray their presence to the enemy. Having got them past, Grant’s 
troops can be marched down on the Louisiana side, embarked below 
the rebel batteries, and conveyed to the point where they will most 
effectually threaten the bridge over the Big Black. Our engineers have 
constructed two casemates on the shore opposite Vicksburg, whence 
with 30-pounder Parrotts they can destroy any building in the town. 
The distance is some 3,000 yards. These casemates are of timber covered 
with railroad iron and protected by embankments. When Webster 
left, they were nearly completed, but as the work was done at night 
they had not attracted the attentionof the enemy. They are the more 
safe because, little lateral play being required for the guns, their embra- 
sures are unusually narrow. The Yazoo Pass expedition is definitely 
abandoned, but the orders required a final and vigorous attack on Fort 
Pemberton before withdrawing. The army officers in that expedition 
blame very greatly the captain of the Chillicothe, who commanded the 
naval force, for not taking with him sufficient ammunition at the outset. 
Could he have fought his vessel a little longer, the fort might easily have 
been taken. I leave for Young’s Point on first boat. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. BE. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


P. S.—General Grant has ordered the Memphis and Charleston Rail- 
road between Grand Junction and Corinth to beopened. Webster begins 
it to-morrow. Paymaster Judd received to-day $5,000,000, which has 
been distributed to his subordinates, who will;leave for the points of 
disbursement to-morrow. General Hurlbut proposes to settle the negro 
question here by enrolling for duty as pioneers, teamsters, &c., all who 
are fit for service in this immediate vicinity and along the line of the 
railroad which he is guarding, taking sufficient bonds for the good treat- 


ment and return of the persons. This plan General Grant has approved, 


and it will at once be put into execution. Hurlbut also proposes to 
select out of the enrolled men a regiment of artillerymen to garrison 
the fort here. He says he can find excellent material, and that the men 
will not be troubled by the white soldiers. This project has not been 
submitted to General Grant—C. A. D. 


HELENA, April 5, 1863, 
VIA MEMPHIS, April 10. 


I find here no important information respecting General Grant’s move. 
ments. McClernand has moved from his position at Milliken’s Bend 


| 
| 
| 


— 
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and on the 3d occupied Richmond, on the railroad opposite Vicksburg. 
Yesterday he was to have occupied New Carthage, on the Louisiana 
side, below Warrenton. Steele’s division has been thrown up to Green- 
ville, on the Mississippi side, with the design of capturing a rebel force 
of one or two regiments in the country between that point and the Sun- 
flower. No part of the Yazoo Pass expedition has arrived here, nor is 
there any information that the retreat is yet commenced. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. Sranton, 
Secretary of War. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, April 6, 1863—3 p. m., 
VIA CAIRO, ILL., April 10—8.40 p.m. 


I arrived here to-day at noon. General. Grant is very confident that 
Vicksburg will soon be taken, not only from the result of the operations 
now on foot, but also from the starvation of the garrison. He tells me 
that all supplies from his side of the river are already entirely cut off, 
and those from the Yazoo country are greatly diminished ; that he ex- 
pects them to be altogether stopped by the operations of Steele’s divis- 
ion, whose movement to Greenville was mentioned in my dispatch from 
Helena yesterday. His advices from the town represent the people as 
already suffering much, and the garrison on reduced rations; that Mc- 
Clernand’s corps occupied New Carthage yesterday, and that McPherson 
is about to move from Lake Providence to this place. The new cut-off is 
already half completed. Three thousand five hundred men are at work 
on it to-day, and Col. G. G. Pride, the engineer in charge, says that he 
will be ready for it just as soon as the necessary tugs and barges can 
be got here from up tbe river. The length of navigation in this cut- 
off will be some 30 miles, and the plan is to take through it small tugs, 
with some fifty barges, enough to cross the whole army, with artillery 
and baggage, in twenty-four hours. The channel will only be wide 
enough for narrow crafts. The half dozen steamboats, protected by 
defenses of sand-bags and wet hay, will be floated down the river past 
the batteries, to serve as transports of supplies after the crossing is 
effected ; the landing to be made at or about Grand Gulf, and the army 
is to operate on the southern or eastern shore of the Big Black, where 
the land is elevated and the roads good, threatening both the bridge 
across the Big Black and Jackson, the one point some 50 miles and the 
other some 75 miles from the place of debarkation. The enemy will be 
compelled to come out and fight. The wagon train left behind when 
the army left Memphis has now been ordered down for the purposes of 
this movement. 

Of course this dispatch is hurried and incomplete as regards details, 
but I deemed it best to lose no time in sending it forward. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, April 8, 1863, 
ViA Mrempnuis, Tann., April 11—5 p. m. 
Everything is going on cheeringly. The canal from Duckport to the 


- bayou will be ready by night to let in the water. A force equal to five 


regiments is now at work digging, while a strong body of pioneers are 
engaged clearing the bayou. From Richmond to the river itis already 
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clear, steamboats having formerly ascended to that place. None of 
Quinby’s forces have yet been heard of here, though the rebel news- 
paper, the Appeal, says they withdrew, up the Coldwater on Thurs- 
day last. There are no indications of any attempt on the part of the 
rebels to cut them off. Quinby will come directly here and not debark 
at Lake Providence, where McPherson and the rest of the Seventeenth 
Army Corps are. I learn that when Admiral Porter was entrapped by 
the rebels at Deer Creek week before last, his situation was so desperate 
that when Sherman’s forces arrived to relieve him, they found he had 
already smeared his gunboats with turpentine preparatory to abandon- 
ing them and setting them afire. 

Weather continues cool] here. Neither mosquitoes nor gnats have yet 
troubled men or animals. 

C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, April 10, 1863, 
ViA MEMPHIS, TENN., April 13. 


Everything goes forward encouragingly. The canal will be ready for 
trialin two or three days, as soonas the water is letin, which itis deemed 
advisable to postpone for fear the overflow may destroy the road hence 
to Richmond and Carthage before the remaining troops of McClernand’s . 
corps have marched over it. The preparations for running the batteries 
by the gunboats and transports are also nearly completed, and that 
enterprise will soon be accomplished. Probably five: or six gunboats, 
including the rest of the squadron, led by Admiral Porter himself, will 
go down within two days, as the nights are dark and promise to be 
cloudy. The actual length of the canal and bayou navigation proves 
to be 37 miles, and Capt. I. H. Prime, who returned last night 
from exploring the whole passage, reports that there will be no dif- 
ficulty in making it practicable throughout, if necessary, by cutting 
the levee near the head of the bayou and ficoding the whole country. 
A depth of 15 feet of water can be gotten throughout the entire passage. 
But perhaps the best evidence of the possibility of the project is found 
in the fact that the river men who have seen it pronounce its success 
certain. General Sherman, with whom I have conversed at length upon 
the subject, thinks there is no difficulty in opening the passage, but that 
the line will be a precarious one after the army is thrown across the 
Mississippi. His preference is for a movement by way of Yazoo Pass, 
landing the army somewhere in the region of Charleston, and threaten- 
ing Grenada and Jackson from that point, at the same time that the 
rich region of Northern Mississippi is held and the enemy deprived of 
the supplies derived from the line of the Yazoo and the Sunflower; or 
he is in favor of moving down by way of Lake Providence to the line of 
the Tensas and Red Rivers, and by holding that region sever the rebel 
connections and shut off their western supplies; but I judge that his 
mind is now tending to the conclusion of General Grant in favor of 
crossing, seizing Grand Gulf, and operating from that basis. As for 
Ceneral Grant, his purpose is set in that direction, and if the new canal 
should fail he will move his entire forces overland to Carthage or there- 
abouts, run transports enough past batteries to carry them, and provis- 
ion them by wagons, and by running the batteries afterward. Admiral 
Porter cordially agrees with the plan now being executed. How far 
the enemy suspects this scheme is uncertain. Parts of it have been 
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published in some of the Northern papers, but the probability is that 
the rebels regard the publication as a blind to cover other designs. 
They believe Snyder’s or Drumgould’s Bluff is to be assaulted, and 
there and at Chickasaw Bayou they are making considerable prepa- 
rations. They are, however, perfectly aware of the construction of our 
casemated batteries in front of the city, two of which were’ completed 
yesterday, while the other two are to be done to-night. They fired one 
gun at them yesterday, but evidently do not mean to waste ammunition 
on them. These batteries will open on the town whenever a feigned 
attack is made on Snyder’s Bluff and whenever the gunboats go down. 

Whether the enemy is strengthening Grand Gulf is not known. At 
last advices, J. S. Bowen’s Missouri brigade was there, with one or two 
Louisiana companies. The forces are all safe out of Yazoo Pass. The 
weather is warm, but not uncomfortable. The health of the troops 
could hardly be better. Sterling Price and Kirby Smith were both at 
Little Rock on the 1st or 2d. Price has offered pardon to all deserters 
who will return, and has gathered about 10,000 men. 

C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


MILLIKEN’s BEND, LA., April 12, 1863, 
V1IA MEMPHIS, TENN., April 15--1 p. m. 
(Received April 15—9.30 p. m.) 


An important modification has resulted in the immediate plan of 
operations from a letter of General Halleck received on the 10th. It 
is now determined that after the occupation of Grand Gulf, instead of 
operating up the Big Black toward Jackson and the bridge in the rear 
of Vicksburg, the main force shall proceed against Port Hudson. Dis- 
patches will at once be sent to General Banks inviting him to co-oper- 
ate. There is still some uncertainty respecting the time of the move- 
ment. The original plan was to depend on the canal for transporting 
supplies, and, if necessary, troops also, but about Wednesday last this 
plan was changed so far as to determine to march the troops to New Car- 
thage by way of Richmond, and preparations have been made to improve 
the road for that purpose by raising it above the expected level of the 
water, but it now appears that the canal and road cannot both be relied 
upon. If the water is let into the canal, the road will probably be over- 
flowed, while a rain-storm which prevailed through last night made the 
road very muddy, and proved that a storm of twenty-four hours would 
render it impassable for days. It is probable, accordingly, that the 
canal will be employed for troops as well as supplies, and that the move- 
ment will be postponed till it can be fully opened. Col. G. G. Pride 
estimates that another week will be requisite to let in the water, finish 
the dredging, and entirely clear out all the trees. The digging is already 
complete so far as it can be done by hand, and the clearing of the trees 
has been carried nearly to Richmond. The barges and tugs which are 
expected from Saint Louis will probably not arrive before the end of 
the present week. If, however, General Grant adheres to his later idea 
of marching some 30,000 men to New Carthage, the water cannot be let 
into the canal until they have gotten over the road. There will be no 
chance of their finding ground to camp on out of reach of the overflow 
that the opening of the canal will produce, but if this plan is adopted, 
Admiral Porter will take his vessels down within the next three days, 
and transports for the troops will also run the batteries, and the blow at 
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Grand Gulf will be struck before the canal is finished and its utility 
decided by experiment. Admiral Porter is ready and anxious to go 
forward, but I presume the more cautious course will be chosen. The 
attack on Grand Gulf will be led by McClernand, and though General 
Grant has not told me so, I conclude he intends the same officer to have 
command of the further movement against Port Hudson. I have re- 
monstrated, so far as I could properly do so, against intrusting so 
momentous an operation to McClernand, and I know that Admiral 
Porter and prominent members of his staff have done the same, but 
General Grant will not be changed. McClernand is exceedingly desir- 
ous of thiscommand. He is the senior of the other corps commanders. 
He is believed to be an especial favorite of the President, and the posi- 
tion which his corps occupied on the ground here when this movement 
was first projected was such that the advance naturally fell to its lot; 
besides, he entered zealously into the plan from the first, while Sher- 
man doubted and criticised, and McPherson, whom General Grant 
would really much prefer, is away at Lake Providence; and though I 
understand him to approve of the scheme, he has had no active part in 
it. Itis estimated that 10,000 men can take Grand Gulf, fortify it, and 
hold it, and at the same time make any necessary feints up the shore 
of the Big Black, while 20,000 more go down to Port Hudson. In this 
operation McClernand and McPherson will both be engaged, while Sher- 
man will remain to menace Vicksburg from here and guard the line of 
communications. McPherson’s troops have been ordered here for the 
movement. I*. Steele reports from Greenville that he has taken 2,000 
head of cattle and great numbers of negroes, and destroyed enormous 
quantities of forage that he could not remove. He pursued 8S. W. Fer- 
guson as far as he dared. General [Lorenzo] Thomas arrived here 
yesterday. He is quite ill with the diarrhea, but is better this morning. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. BE. M. STANTON, : 
Secretary of War. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, April 14, 1863, 
ViA MEMPHIS, April 23. 


Col. G. G. Pride let the water into his canal at 12 m. yesterday. The 
channel is now full, and there is no reason to doubt its usefulness. 
The dredges have been at work deepening it all to-day. Maj. W. 
Tweeddale, who was sent with a working party to clear out the trees 
from the bayou, reports that all is done to within 5 miles of Rich- 
mond, but that the remaining distance is much more obstructed than 
the rest of the line, so that four days at least will be required to open 
the passage for tugs and barges. From Richmond to New Carthage 
the way is believed to be clear, though it is not yet settled whether open- 
ing this canal will overflow the road. General Grant is pushing troops 
forward to New Carthage by the road. He thinks no overflow will 
occur. Osterhaus’ division has been at New Carthage for ten days; A. 
J. Smith’s division is under orders to march to-morrow, and Hovey fol- 
lows immediately, all under McClernand. The camp equipage of the 
army corps is to be sent down in four barges along with Admiral Por- 
ter’s gunboats, which are intended to run the batteries to-morrow night, 
taking with them three transports. Having passed the batteries, the 
transports, barges, and gunboats will take on board 10,000 troops, and 
capture Grand Gulf before it can be re-enforced. The transports and 
barges will at once return for more troops, and as soon as the whole 
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force can be embarked and the working of the canal insures supplies, 
the movement against Port Hudson will proceed. Though the danger 
of going against Grand Gulf before the canal is done is understood, still, 
General Grant thinks it necessary to take the risk, for fear the enemy 
_may get before him. It is, however, now settled that McClernand will 
not go farther than Grand Gulf, but will remain there to command the 
post, while General Grant himself will go on to Port Hudson, taking 
McPherson and 30,000 troops with him. Enemy still, apparently, have 
no idea of this movement, but look constantly for an assault on Haynes’ 
Bluff or Vicksburg direct. 

Health and spirits of troops excellent. Weather cool and somewhat 
rainy, but not enough so to spoil the roads. 

C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. Sranton, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, April 16, 1863. 
C. A. DANA, | : 
Miltiken’s Bend, via Memphis : 

Your several dispatches have been duly received, and are very wel 
come. Allow me to suggest that you carefully avoid giving any advice 
in respect to commands that may be assigned, as it may lead to misun- 
derstanding and troublesome complications. 

EDWIN M. STANTON. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, LA., April 16, 1863—6 p. m., 
ViIA MEMPHIS, April 24. 
: (Received April 25—4.40 p. m.) 

Vicksburg batteries will be run to-night about 9 o’clock. Fleet will 
consist of six iron-clad turtles, viz: Benton, Mound City, Carondelet, 
Louisville, Pittsburg, and DeKalb, besides Lafayette, iron-clad, and 
General Price, heavy armed ram. Admiral Porter had intended to take 
the Tuscumbia, iron-clad, also, but has concluded to leave her in Yazoo, 
Transports consist of Henry Clay and Forest Queen, side-wheel steam- 
ers, and Silver Wave, stern-wheel, having twelve barges in tow, or fol- 
lowing separately in the current. The barges carry the camp equipage 
of General McClernand’s corps, some forage, and some coal. There is 
also one which will float down far astern, carrying ammunition. Admiral 
Porter, who goes in command, also takes a small tug. The gunboats 
and transports are protected in vulnerable parts by bulwarks of hay, 
cotton, and sand-bags. No doubt is felt that the design is known in 
Vicksburg, and Admiral Porter will fire all his guns in passing. Our 
new batteries on the levee will also participate. 

General Grant goes to New Carthage to-morrow morning to direct the 
subsequent operations from that point, though, as I have previously 
reported, General McClernand will command the attack upon Grand 
Gulf. All of McClernand’s troops that remain here, including A. J. 
Smith’s and Carr’s divisions, have marched for New Carthage. 

Quinby’s division, of General McPherson’s corps, arrived here yester- 
day. Quinby remains at Helena, dangerously sick, and the command 
devolves upon Col. J. B. Sanborn. McPherson, with one of his other 
divisions, probably McArthur’s, is expected to-day or to-morrow, and 
his whole corps should be here within five days. The weather is per- 
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fect for either marching or fighting, and the spirit of the troops is all 

that could be desired. The labor on Pride’s cut-off is pushed forward — 

with energy, and everything about it continues to be encouraging. 

The road to Richmond and New Carthage is overflowed to some extent, 

but is not rendered impassable. 
e ©. A. DANA. 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, LA.. April 17, 1863—10 a. m., 
ViA MEMPHIS, TENN., April 24. 


Admiral Porter’s squadron cast loose from its moorings in mouth of 
Yazoo just before 10 o’clock last night, and dropped down the Missis- 
sippi darkly and silently, showing neither steam nor light save occa- 
sionally a signal astern, where the enemy could not see it. The vessels 
moved at intervals of about 200 yards, the Benton leading, the rest fol- 
lowing, as pointed out in my dispatch of yesterday, save that the Tus- 
cumbia went instead of the De Kalb, and closed the column, having the 
three transports immediately before her. The most of the gunboats had 
already doubled the tongue of land which stretches in front of Vicks- 
burg when there was a flash from the enemy’s upper batteries, and 
then for an hour and a half the cannonade was terrific, raging inces- 
santly along the line of about 4 miles in extent. [counted five hundred 
and twenty-five discharges, while early in the action the enemy lit a 
bonfire.in front of Vicksburg to light up the scene and direct his fire. 

About 12.45 a.m. a steamer, which proved to be the Henry Clay, 
also took fire and burned for three-quarters of an hour, but I rejoice to 
report this was the only vessel we lost; that the gunboats all passed 
down uninjured, the Benton alone of the squadron being hit, and she 
only by a single ball, which killed 1 man and wounded 3 others. Not 
another gunboat was touched, and only one hit (the Forest Queen, 
transport), and this did her no serious damage. The Henry Clay was 
lost by being abandoned by her captain and crew in a panic, they think- 
ing her to be sinking. The pilot refused to go with them, and said if. 
they would stay they would get her through safely. After they had 
fled in the yawls, the cotton bales on her deck took fire, and one wheel 
became unmanageable. The pilot then ran her aground, and got upon 
a plank, on which he was picked up 4 miles below. I have the facts 
from an officer of Quinby’s division. Sherman was aboard the Benton 
after she had got through. The substance of his personal statement 
will be forwarded by General Grant to General Halleck along with this 
dispatch, and will correct any errors in my report. 

Our new batteries were ordered to open on the public buildings of 
Vicksburg at daylight this morning. McPherson arrived here last 
night with Logan’s division. General Grant is just starting for New 
Carthage. I go with him. ’ 


C. A. DANA. 
Hon. HE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, April 20, 1863. 
(Received April 24.) 
General Grant went to New Carthage on the 17th, returning on the 
18th. ‘ound Admiral Porter’s squadron there, all in fighting condition, 
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though most of them had been hit yesterday, with Silver Wave (trans- 
port). Forest Queen (transport) had her steam drum broken under 
Vicksburg batteries, and was left above Warrenton, but has been 
repaired, and was brought down at 2 o’elock this morning. Admiral 
Porter reports no batteries at Warrenton, but some 10 or 12 pounder 
guns, which feebly answered his fire. No one was killed in passing 
Vicksburg; man supposed killed was only stunned. J. 8. Bowen, com- 
manding at Grand Gulf, has sent over three regiments to dislodge Oster- 
haus from New Carthage. His outposts were near ours, and there had 
been some ineffectual cannonading on the levee, the only point of ap- 
proach by land. 

On morning of 17th, before Admiral Porter arrived; a rebel steamer 
appeared just below New Carthage, but did not stay. On afternoon of 
17th, Admiral Porter sent the Tuscumbia to shell out Bowen’s camp, 
about 2 miles below Carthage. Whether Bowen had sueceeded in get- 
ting his force back to Grand Gulf is unknown. 

Admiral Porter sent Louisville (gunboat) down the Mississippi on 
morning of 18th, but we have received no news from there since. Gen- 
eral McClernand has his headquarters on Mrs. Smith’s plantation, on 
Roundaway Bayou, opposite the entrance of Bayou Vidal, about 3 miles 
from New Carthage. Osterhaus’ division is mainly encamped there. 
Hovey’s, Carr’s, and A. J. Smith’s lie along the road, Smith’s holding 
the rear at Holmes’ plantation, about 8 miles from Mr. Forsyth’s. The 
levee along the Bayou Vidal is badly broken in three places, and the 
whole country between Roundaway and Mississippi being overflowed, 
troops can only be moved to New Carthage by water. General McCler- 
nand has constructed a number of scows, using for the purpose a fine 
saw-mill on Holmes’ plantation, and with these and a few yawls he is 
hard at work transporting troops and supplies to New Carthage. By the 
same means, as well as by a scanty wagon train, somewhat increased by 
the ox-wagons of the country, he is transporting supplies down from 
Richmond. 

On the 18th he was about to try and get the Silver Wave (transport) 
up Bayou Vidal, but a letter from him, written on the evening of that 
day, does not report that he has succeeded. It is probable that some 
dredging will be required at the mouth of that bayou before it will be 
accessible to any but very small steamers. Pride’s cut-off is constantly 
worked at with much energy, but the engineers differ in opinion as to 
when loaded barges can get through it. Two small steamers, with 
barges carrying pioneers with tools, have this morning passed 1hrough 
the canal into Walnut Bayoa, and Pride thinks that within three days 
he will steam to New Carthage, but Lieut. Col. J. H. Wilson, topo- 
graphical engineer, thinks if will take a fortnight. The wagon road 
hence to Smith’s plantation is in very good condition, and not likely to 
be overflowed. This road, as well as Pride’s cut-off, is now protected 
against inroads of the enemy by overflow of the country toward the 
Tensas. The strip of dry land between the two lines of water is nowhere 
more than 3 miles wide. . Rene. 

Six transport steamers are being repaired to run Vicksburg batteries, 
viz, Tigress (side-wheeler), Anglo-Saxon, Cheeseman, Moderator, Hori- 
zon, and Empire City, all stern-wheelers; none of them less than 500 
tons. Each will carry one hundred thousand rations in her hold and 
forty days’ coal. They will hardly be ready before to-morrow night. 
As soon as they have gone down, General Grant wilh move his head- 
quarters to New Carthage, and the attack on Grand Gulf will be made 
as soon as 8,000 troops can be embarked, but this will be delayed by. 
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difficultsy of moving down Bayou Vidal. General Grant now seems in- 
clined to direct this attack himself, and to leave McClernand to hold 
this place, while, with the bulk of McClernand’s and McPherson’s corps, 
he himself goes down to Port Hudson, for which, he thinks, 20,000 
troops will suffice. J. McArthur’s division has not yet arrived here. 
The last of Logan’s came yesterday. Quinby being sick, General Grant 
tells me J. O. Sullivan will take bis division. From our batteries of 
30-pounder Parrotts on levee opposite Vicksburg 250 rounds have been 
fired, mainly at railroad depot, without apparent effect. They are firing 
to-day at the court-house used by the enemy as a signal station. It is 
a mile farther than the depot. General Grant talks of building a team- 
road hence to New Carthage, for use in case the canal is left dry by falling 
of the Mississippi. He proposes to use the iron on the Vicksburg and 
Shreveport Railroad. 

A very trustworthy spy of General Grant tells him that there are in 
Mississippi agents of secret organizations in Southern Indiana and Illi- 
nois, who report that ‘they are armed and ready for insurrection. Offi- 
cers in this army, who, three months ago, told me they would never 
serve along with negro regiments, now say that Adjutant-General 
Thomas makes bad speeches to troops, but that they shall obey orders, 


nevertheless. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. HE. M. STaAntTon, 
Secretary of War. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, April 22, 1863, 
VIA MEMPHIS, April 25. 

Yours of the 16th was received yesterday. Its direction shall be 
scrupulously observed even in extreme cases. The fleet of six trans- 
ports could not be gotten ready to run the Vicksburg batteries, but are - 
now prepared and go to-night. They are manned throughout—ofiicers, 
engineers, pilots, and deck hands—by volunteers from the army, mainly 
from Logan’s division. This service was sought with great eagerness, 
and experienced men have been found for every post. If 10,000 men 
had been wanted instead of 150, they would have been zealously sup- 
. plied. In addition to bulwarks of hay, cotton, and beef barrels, each 
transport is protected by a barge on each side of it. Orders are to drop 
noiselessly down with the current from mouth of Yazoo, and not show 
steam till batteries begin firing, when they are to use all their legs. The 
sky is now cloudy, and a very favorable night is promised. 

No dispatches from McClernand. Admiral Porter reports to General 
Grant that McClernand has succeeded in getting a transport up Bayou 
Vidal to Smith’s plantation, so that he can move his troops down to 
New Carthage with some rapidity. Admiral Porter has found a mouth 
to Bayou Vidal which has 15 feet of water, and with but few trees to be 
removed, and even those do not prevent, though they hinder, naviga- 
tion. Admiral Porter does not report any important reconnaissance 
down the river, or say that he has done anything to prevent Bowen’s 
return to Grand Gulf. G.G. Pride has got two small transports and 
some barges through his canal into the bayou, and thinks they must 
have reached Richmond by last evening. At the mouth of the canal 
the depth of water is now 15 feet, and at its entrance into the bayou 6 
feet. Four dredges work day and night deepening the channel, but 
some alarm is felt at the report of a sudden and unexpected fall of the 
Mississippi at Memphis and above. A fall of 15 feet, which is ramored 


\ 
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to have occurred at Memphis, would leave the canal without water. 
There would still be water in the bayou, which can be made navigable 
for barges throughout the summer, and commissary stores and ammu- 
nition would have to be wagoned for a few miles only, but coal for the 
gunboats and transports would have to be drifted down past Vicksburg. 
Such a fall of water would also deprive the line of the protection of 
the flood from the Tensas, which it now enjoys. If the six transports 
get down to-night, General Grant moves his headquarters to New Car. 
thage to-morrow, and I go with him. 


C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


SMITH’S PLANTATION, NEAR NEW CARTHAGE, 
April 24, 1863—3 p. m. 


General Grant arrived here last night, and has now gone down with 
Admiral Porter to reconnoiter Grand Gulf. Admiral Porter,was there 
on the 22d instant, and by opening fire ascertained the position and 
strength of the batteries. There are four distinct works stretched along 
the height on the Mississippi shore, each armed with three guns, and a 
new work is being built in the rear, which, as Admiral Porter learned 
from some gentlemen whom he saw, and who had just been there, is to 
be mounted with onelarge gun. The works along the brow of the bluff 
are provided with rifle-pits in front, and the strongest of them, which 
is the second in order, is connected by a covered way with those below 
it, and with the new one in the rear. The enemy have been zealously 
working and strengthening their works and to re-enforce the garrison, 
which Admiral Porter now estimates at 12,000. He earnestly advises 
against a front attack, and proposes that the troops be either marched 
across from Perkins’ plantation, where Osterhaus’ division is now en- 
camped, to a point where they can be ferried over, just below the place, 
or that they be embarked on the transports and barges and floated past 
the Grand Gulf batteries in the night. It is now probable that the 
former course will be adopted. 

The transports which ran the Vicksburg batteries on the night of the 
22d now lie at New Carthage, with the exception of the Tigress, which 
was sunk. The five which escaped have mainly been repaired by zealous 
exertion of Admiral Porter, and will be ready for use to-morrow. The 
loss by their running the Vicksburg batteries is 2 men seriously and 
half a dozen slightly wounded. Of McClernand’s corps 10,000 will be 
ready to move from New Carthage to-morrow. McPherson’s corps is 
moving over from Milliken’s Bend, with the exception of McArthur’s 
division, not yet arrived from Providence. Of Sherman’s corps all are 
under marching orders hither, Steele’s division being constantly expected 
from Greenville. General Grant has directed that two regiments from 
each army corps shall remain to guard the line between here and Mil- 
liken’s Bend, but if the water falls so as to leave the canal dry and to 
uncover the country on both sides of the road, it will require for that 


-. duty a division at Jeast.: The fall of the river, previously reported, still 
’ continues. None of the steamers or barges from Milliken’s Bend have 


yet got through to this point, though as we came along the bayou yes- 


_terday we saw the working parties industriously employed clearing out 


the trees. It is now most probable that the road will be the chief 
avenue of transportation. 
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The weather is hot, but the troops are in high spirits at the prospect 


of fighting. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


SmMirws PLANTATION, April 25, 1863—9 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, TENN., April 29. 

General Grant’s reconnaissance at Grand Gulf has convinced him 
that the place is not as strong as Admiral Porter supposed, and as I 
yesterday reported. The key to the position is the first bluff approached 
in descending the Mississippi River. The enemy are fortifying, but 
have no guns there yet. The shell of the gunboats yesterday drove 
the men from the newiy begun works, but drew no firing in reply. It 
is accordingly determined that the attack shall be mace by the gun-. 
boats, and that the troops shall land at the foot of this bluff as soon as 
the batteries there, if any should finally be found, and at the other 
commanding points along the shore, are silenced. This will take Wace 
to-morrow or next day—just as soon as troops can be gotten ready. Iam 
sorry to report that there is much apparent confusion in McClernand’s 
command, especially about his staff and headquarters, and that the 
movement is delayed to some extent by that cause. Though it is or- 
dered that officers’ horses and tents must be left behind, McClernand 
carries his bride along with him. 

C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


SMITHS PLANTATION, April 27, 1863—9 a. m., | 
Vi1A Mempuis, May 2—10 p. m. 
(Received May 4—6 p. m.) 

The movement against Grand Gulf is still delayed. General Grant 
went by water yesterday down to New Carthage and Perkins’ planta- 
tion, just beyond New Carthage, where Osterhaus and E. A. Carr are 
encamped, to order the immediate embarkation of the troops. The 
seven transports were all in good working order, except the Anglo- 
Saxon, whose broken stern-wheel was being repaired, and was finished 
night before last, and which transport might at any time have been 
towed. On these transports 7,000 troops could have been embarked, 
with artillery and ammunition, while the barges at hand and ready 
for use could easily have carried 5,000 more. The first thing which 
struck us on approaching the points of embarkation was that the steam- 
boats and barges were scattered about in the river and in the bayou as 
if there were no idea of the imperative necessity of the promptest pos- 
sible movements. 7 

We arrived at Admiral Porter’s flag-ship, above Grand Gulf, and Gen- 
eral Grant at once sent for General McClernand, discussed with him the 
point of attack, and ordered him to embark his men without losing a 
moment. Osterhaus and Carr were then encamped at Perkins’ planta- 
tion, and full half of A. J. Smith’s division were with Smith at New Car- 
thage, the other half being still at Smith’s plantation awaiting trans- 
portation, the steamboat that was to carry them having only made one 
trip the day before instead of two, as she might have done, had General 
Grant’s orders been obeyed, by leaving behind officers’ horses and bag- 
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gage; this boat was also somewhat delayed by carrying General Mc- ~ 
Olernand’s wife, with her servants and baggage. But though the whole 
of A. J. Smith’s troops had not yet arrived, and though Hovey’s divis- 

ion, encamped at the junction of Bayou Vidal and Bayou Gilbert, and 

ordered to march to Perkins’ by land, the bayous having been bridged, 

was also still absent, there were-already encamped at the points of 
embarkation quite as many troops as all the transports could carry. 

Still, at dark last night, when a thunder-storm set in, not a single man 

or cannon had been embarked. Instead of this, McClernand held a re- 

view of a brigade of Illinois troops at Perkins’ about4 p.m., when Gov- 

ernor Yates made a speech. At the same time a salute of artillery was 

fired, notwithstanding that positive orders had repeatedly been given to 

use no ammunition for any purpose except against the enemy. What 

course General Grant will take under these circumstances I have no 

idea, as I have had no opportunity of conversing with him since yester- 

day forenoon. 

McPherson arrived here last night with Quinby’s division, McAr- 
thur’s, forming his rear, being at Richmond. His whole corps would 
have been here to-day, but its movements have been arrested until Gen- 
eral McClernand’s can be got out of the way. General Thomas told me 
this morning that he had no doubt that McPherson’s corps could now 
be embarked sooner than Gentral McClernand’s. General Grant pro- 
posed to Admiral Porter yesterday to make a feint attack against Vicks- 
burg at Haynes’ or Snyder’s Bluffs. I believe the feint was not decided 
on. General Grant also asked Admiral Porter to send a gunboat up the 
Big Black to prevent the rebels from completing scows at a ferry some 
5 miles above Grand Gulf, but Admiral Porter declined because it was. 
too risky. 

From Milliken’s Bend we hear that there is now only 6 inches of water 
in Pride’s canal at the point where it embouches in the bayou. The 
dredges are at work, but whether they can dig as fast as the river falls 
is a question. The boats and barges previously got into the bayou will 
get through, however. The road hence to Milliken’s Bend is somewhat 
injured by last night’s rain and cut up by wagons, but can be depended 
on for transportation unless we should have very heavy storms. If they 
should come upon us as unexpectedly as the fall of the river has done, 
the army will be in straits. 

C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HARD TimES LANDING, LA., April 29, 1863—5 p. m., 
ViA Mempuis, May 5—11 a. m. 
(Received May 8—2.45 p. m.) 


My last dispatch was dated on April 27. On the morning of that day 
General Grant went from Smith’s plantation down to New Carthage 
and wrote to McClernand a very severe letter, which he did not send on 
discovering that at last the transport steamers and barges had during 

the previous night been concentrated for use. He spent the day there 
- in completing the preparations for embarking, and on the morning of 
the 28th the divisions of Osterhaus and Carr were embarked, in all a 
little more than 10,000 troops. This force not being deemed sufficient 
‘for the attack on Grand Gulf, the troops were brought down to this 
place, and Cari’s men and part of Osterhaus’ debarked in order that 


6 R R—VOL XxIy, PII 


82 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. — [Cuar. XXXVL 


part of the transports might return for the division of Hovey—6,000 
strong. They did not get here until daylight this morning, when 
the troops being ready to land as soon as the batteries were silenced, 
the gunboats opened the attack at 8 a. m. precisely. Seven gunboats, 
all iron-clads, were engaged. The Price was kept out of the fight, 
being employed to tow the Anglo-Saxon (steamboat), whose wheel, 
damaged by running the Vicksburg batteries, it had been impossible to 
repair. 

It was found that the enemy had five batteries, the first and most 
formidable of them being placed on the high promontory next to the 
embouchure of the Big Black. In this battery there were four guns, of 
which, after a constant fire of five hours from the gunboats, only one 
has been dismounted. The work is placed in a shoulder of the hill 
about 30 feet above the river. It is entirely open, protected only 
by a parapet, behind which the heads of the gunners can be seen as they 
load their pieces. These, as Captain [James A.] Greer, of the gunboat 
Benton, informs me, are 100-pounder rifles. The lower batteries, mount- 
ing smaller guns and having no more than two pieces each, were silenced 
early in the action, but this one obstinately resisted to the last, the gun- 
boats finally withdrawing at about 1.30 p.m. For the last four hours 
the whole seven were employed in firing at this one, now at long range, 
seeking to drop shells within the parapet, now at the very foot of the 
hill, within about 200 yards, seeking to dismount its guns by direct 
fire. It was hit again and again, but its pieces had not been disabled 
when Admiral Porter gave the signal to withdraw. There was some 
reason to believe that it was short of ammunition, but this could not 
be certainly known. ‘The gunboats were hit more or less severely. 
I was on board the Benton, and saw that her armor had repeatedly 
been pierced both in her sides and her pilot-house, but she had not a 
gun disabled, and, except the holes through her mail (some of them in 
her hull), was as ready to fight as at the beginning of the action. Of 
the other vessels, the Tuscumbia had her hog-chains cut, but.the others 
are reported as substantially uninjured. The Mound City received but 
three hits. On the Benton, 7 men were killed and a few wounded. The 
other casualties are not yet reported. The Lafayette remains under 
the fort, and firing is still kept up occasionally. 

The batteries having thus proved too much for the gunboats, General 
Grant determined to execute an alternative plan, which he had in mind 
from the first, and accordingly had the troops all to disembark from 
transports and march across the neck of land in front of Grand Gulf, 
distance 14 miles, to a point below, out of range of itsguns. The trans- 
ports are to be run past the batteries as soon as it is dark, under cover 
of a renewed attack from the gunboats. The troops will then be em- 
barked, and either landed at Grand Gulf, just below the batteries, or 
. else carried down to Rodney and marched into the rear of Grand Gulf 
by way of Port Gibson. IJ judge the latter move will be adopted. Gen- 
eral Grant, however, is in favor of a direct assault on Grand Gulf. The 
whole of the Thirteenth Army Corps is now here, A. J. Smith’s division 
having arrived by land, marching around Saint Joseph’s Lake. Of the 
Seventeenth Corps, Logan’s division has also arrived by the same road, 
while Quinby’s is close at hand, and McArthur’s will be at the place of 
embarkation before morning. 

There can be no difficulty in throwing 35,000 troops across the river 
into Rodney before morning of May 1. The enemy have about 10,000 
troops in Grand Gulf. The weather continues fine. General Thomas 
is here assisting General Grant as much as possible. 
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I have to report that the paymasters have finished their work and 
gone, and henceforth any shrewd person can see that I am not attend- 
ing to their transactions. 

C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. 


DISHROON’S PLANTATION, April 29, 1863—11.30 p. m., 
VriA MEmpuis, May 5—9.30 a. m. 
(Received May 8—6 p. m.) 
The gunboats and transports came safely through from Hard Times 
Landing this evening. The batteries at Grand Gulf were nearly as 
active as in the morning, and Admiral Porter thinks that in one of the 
lower batteries a large gun had been mounted during the afternoon. 
No harm was received in the passage either by boats or men. - General, 
McClernand’s corps are all ready to embark, but it seems to me doubtful 
whether they will get on board before daylight, though General Grant 
has given the most urgent orders. They will land above Rodney, just 
below the mouth of Bayou Pierre. The casualties on the fleet to-day 
have been 22 killed and 55 wounded. 
: C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


DISHROON’S PLANTATION, April 30, 1863—2 p. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, May 4—7 p. m. 
(Received May 8—4.10 p. m.} 
The divisions of Carr, Hovey, and Osterhaus were landed safely 
without opposition at Bruinsburg, Miss., at the mouth of Bayou Pierre, 
at 11 a.m. to-day. The divisions of A. J. Smith and Logan are now 


’ embarking and will be landed before night. All seems now to be going 


on well, though had any other general than McClernand held the ad- 
vance, the landing would certainly have been effected at daylight. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


GRAND GULF, May 4, 1863. 
ViA MEMPHIS, May 9—11.30 a. m. 


My information from the front this morning is that Logan occupied 
the ferry across the Big Black, on the principal road hence to Vicks- 
burg, at Lynax’s yesterday. He had a brief skirmish there and took 
100 prisoners, including those picked up by him in his march during the 
afternoon. 

Genera! Grant left him for the front at 1 a.m. this morning. He has 
ordered up from Milliken’s Bend 120 wagons loaded with hard bread, 
coffee, sugar, and salt, to come via Perkins’ and this place; four hun- 


- dred thousand rations similarly constituted are to run the Vicksburg 


batteries. Of Sherman’s corps, the three divisions of Steele, Tuttle, 
and Blair should begin to arrive here to-day, having moved from 


_ Young’s Point on the Ist instant. 


The Sixth Missouri Cavalry, for some weeks employed on the Louisi- 
ana side, disembarked here and at Bruinsburg this morning, and will 
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reach the front by to-morrow morning. The colonel tells me that he 
has just come back from a raid down the river on that side to within 
20 miles'of Natchez; that he has taken 100 prisoners, mainly of Har- 
‘rison’s cavalry, and brought back large numbers of mules and horses. 
General Grant intends to lose no time in pushing his army toward the 
Big Black Bridge and Jackson, threatening both and striking at either, 
us is most convenient. As soon as Sherman comes up and the rations 
on the way arrive, he will disregard his base and depend on the country 
for meat and even for bread. Beef-cattle and corn are both abundant 
every where. . 

The enemy is not suffering for want in the least; the prisoners cap- 
tured are also well clothed and provided with blankets. Their arms 
and their stores are both good. General Grant is of the opinion that 
Pemberton will endeavor to bring on the decisive battle within the next 


ten days. 
C, A. DANA, 
Hon. i. M. STANTON, : 
Secretary of War. 


— 


WAR DEPARTMENT, May 5, 1863. 
C. A. DANA, 
Smith’s Plantation, or Grant’s Headquarters, via Memphis : 

General Grant has full and absolute authority to enforce his own 
commands, and to remove any person who, by ignorance, inaction, or 
any cause, interferes with or delays his operations. He has the full 
confidence of the Government, is expected to enforce his authority, and 
will be firmly and heartily supported; but he will be responsible for 
any failure to exert his powers. You may communicate this to him. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HANKINSON’S FERRY, May 5, 1863—10 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, TENN., May 18—11 a.m. 

Enemy had built a bridge of flat-boats across the Big Black at this 
point. Logan pressed upon them so hard in his pursuit that they were 
not able to destroy it. It is reported by our pickets that they have two 
brigades in our front on the other shore, and McPherson is going over 
this morning with a competent force to stir them up. But for the ex- 
ceeding incompetency of General MeClernand, and the delay thence 
arising, the, movement from Bruinsburg in this direction must have 
resulted in the capture of 5,000 instead of about 700 rebels. A tug with 
barges ran the Vicksburg batteries on Sunday night, the 3d instant. 
The hay with which the loading of the barges wax covered was seton fire, 
and the hard bread beneath was considerably damaged by water in put- 
ting it out, but yesterday 200 wagons loaded with rations arrived from 
Milliken’s Bend at Perkins’ plantation. As soonas these supplies reach 
here and Sherman’s troops arrive, the general advance up this peninsula 
will be resumed. Sherman himself was at Grand Gulf yesterday, and 
two of his divisions will debark there to-day. The army here is distrib- 
uted across the peninsula, guarding every point. General McClernand 
is on the right center; McPherson here on the left. A reconnaissance 
pushed as far as Rocky Springs and in the vicinity of the ferry on the 
Vicksburg road discovers no enemy, Please notice that in my dispatch 


Cnar. XXXVI.] GENERAL REPORTS. 85 


of yesterday I was misinformed as to Logan’s movement of the evening 
previous. It was on the Warrenton and not the Vicksburg road. ‘The 
army is thoroughly recovered from the fatigue of the late operations. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. HE. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 


ROCKY SPRINGS, Miss., May 8, 1863—9 p. m., 
VIA Mempuis, May 14—3.30 p. m. 

General Grant advanced his headquarters about 5 miles to this place 
yesterday. The relative position of the different divisions remains gen- 
erally as in my last dispatch. General Sherman’s forces have not yet 
come up, and the old division of Quinby, now under M. M. Crocker, 
remains to guard Hankinson’s Ferry. As soon as itis relieved by Sher- 
man’s advance, McPherson will move his corps in the direction of Ray- 
mond. No doubt this movement will commence to-day. The advance 
of Osterhaus is at Hall’s Ferry, and he reports that enemy have bat- 
teries posted on the other side of Big Black River. From the Sixth 
Missouri Cavalry (sent day before yesterday back to Port Gibson) we 
heard last night that enemy were pressing them. Col. C. Wright saw 
two regiments, which he was holding in check at Port Gibson Bridge. 
Contrabands told him that they were part of the forces from Port Hud- 
son. The ammunition and subsistence have begun to arrive from Grand 
Gulf, and it is expected that the necessary supplies will have come up 
before to-morrow night. From Milliken’s Bend we have a report from 
Colonel Prime, chief engineer, that the proposed shorter road across 
the peninsula opposite Vicksburg will not do. He says a crevasse is 
in the way which cannot be got over. 

The weather is cool and splendid. 

C. A. DANA. 
Hon. HE. M. STAnvoN, Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS Rocky SPRINGS, Miss., May 1 [102], 1863, 
VIA MEMPHIS, TENN., May 18. 


All our reports from the front favorable. McPherson reached yester- 
day, with the cavalry of his advance, a point 5 miles beyond Utica, meet- 
ing a reconnaissance of the enemy, which retired. McClernand moved’ 
on the main road to Edwards Station. Sherman reached this place 
with Tuttle’s division and Hankinson’s Ferry with Steele’s. To-day 
Sherman will destroy the bridge at that ferry and push forward his whole 
force to Auburn, having Raymond as his destination. McPherson and 
McClernand each move from 5 to 7 miles, so that by to-night our line 
willrest at 10 to 12 miles from Vicksburg and Jackson Railroad. Unless 
enemy attacks, no battle will probably occur for two or three days. 
Leaving, therefore, Blair’s and McArthur’s brigades to come up, General 
Grant moves his headquarters this morning to Auburn. The trains 
with ammunition and subsistence are coming up well. Grand Gulf is 


-to be garrisoned by a brigade of J. McArthur’s until J. G. Lauman 
“arrives there, when one of the latter’s brigades will form a permanent 


garrison. The reports respecting a short road from Milliken’s Bend to 


below Warrenton are contradictory, but J.C. Sullivan, left in command 


he li ites that it would be finished for use last night. 
LE ae GO. A. DANA, 


Hon. EB. M. Sranron, Secretary of War. 
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MEMPHIS, TENN., May 23, 1863—11.30 a. m. 


Hon. Ki. M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War: 
The following dispatch has just been received at these headquarters, 
and is forwarded as requested : 
REAR OF VICKSBURG, May 20, 1863—6 a. m. 

General Grant has won a great and momentous victory over the rebels under Pem- 
berton, on the Jackson and Vicksburg road, at Baker’s Creek, on the 16th instant. 
Pemberton had a most formidable position on the crest of a wooded hill, over which 
the road passes longitudinally.- He had above 25,000 men. The battle began at 11 
a. I. and was gained at 4 p.m. Its brunt was borne by Hovey’s division, of McCler- 
nand’s corps, and by Logan’s and Crocker’s [division], of McPherson’s. Hovey at- 
tacked the hill, and held a great part of it till 2 p.m., when, having lost 1,600 men, he 
was succeeded by Boomer’s and Holmes’ brigades, of Crocker’s division, by which the 
conflict was ended in that part of the field. Boomer lost500 men. Logan operated on 
the right, and cut off the enemy’s direct retreat, so that he was compelled to escape 
by his right flank through the woods. Logan lost 400 killed and wounded. We took 
about 2,000 prisoners. , ; 

On the 17th, advancing to the Big Black, we fought Pemberton again at his bridge 
head, and captured 3,000 more prisoners. He fought in rifle-pits, protected by a diffi- 
cult bayou full of abatis. Lawler’s brigade, of McClernand’s corps, charged the rifle- 
pits magnificently, and took more prisoners than their own numbers. Pemberton 
burned his bridge, and returned to Vicksburg with only three cannon out of sixty that 
he had taken out. 

Building four bridges over the Big Black, General Grant arrived before the town 
on the evening of the 18th, and now holds it closely invested. He had opened a line 
of supplies via Chickasaw Bayou, having cut the town off from Haynes’ Bluff, which 
is abandoned by the enemy, and which General Grant will occupy. There was sharp 
fighting through the day yesterday. Steele won, and holds the upper bluffs and the 
enemy’s upper water batteries, and gets water from the Mississippi. 

Shermaw’s corps lost yesterday 500 killed and wounded. McPherson, who holds the 
center, lost little, as did McClernand, who holds the left. 

The gunboats kept the enemy alert during the night, and probably the town will 
be carried to-day. There are from 15,000 to 20,000 men init. Pemberton fights with 
the greater obstinacy, because his people believe he has sold their cause. Joe John- 
ston went into the town, but we have not heard of him since. 

‘ C. A. DANA. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, May 23, 1863—9 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, May 29—3 p. m. 
(Received June 1—3.50 a. m.) 


The town was assaulted yesterday. The order required the columns 
to move by every road at 10 a. m. precisely, but they did not all get 
started at the same hour. The attempt failed, but without heavy loss. 
At 2 p.m. McClernand reported that he was in possession of two forts 
of the rebel line, was hard pressed, andin great need of re-enforcements. 
Not doubting that he had really succeeded in taking and holding the 
works he pretended to hold, General Grant ordered J. G. Lauman’s © 
division, of McPherson’s corps, to his support, and at the same time. 
McPherson and Sherman both made new attacks. McClernand’s re- 
port was false, as he held not a single fort, and the result was disas- 
trous. Lauman’s division was pushed by McClernand to his front and 
Ra heavily. Col. G, B. Boomer, Twenty-sixth Missouri, among the 
cilled. 

Ransom’s brigade, on McPherson’s right, lost 25 per cent. of its 
strength, including Cols. G. Nevins and T. W. Humphrey killed, and 
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Stevenson’s brigade lost some 300, including Col. J. J. Dollins killed. 
Sherman told me he had lost about 500, including Major [D. T.] Kirby, 
Highth Missouri, who led a forlorn hope of 150 men, none of whom came 
back. The loss of the day in killed and wounded will probably not fall 
Short of 1,500, though but for McClernand’s mistake it would have been 
inconsiderable. 

Our position was somewhat though not much improved by the day’s 
operations. Sherman had at night two brigades sheltered by the front 
of the enemy’s parapets. McPherson had gained the opportunity of 
mining a salient of the principal rebel fort. 

Notwithstanding this repulse, involving the necessity of a more pro- 
tracted investment, there is no doubt of the final result. Nothing can 
save the town except the arrival of heavy re-enforcements. To bring 
these up will be difficult unless force is withdrawn from before General 
Rosecrans. 

The Warrenton road, which alone had been left open, was closed yes- 
terday by McArthur with one brigade. He will be strengthened to-day 
and enabled to advance, so as to touch McClernand on his right; then 
the town will be absolutely inclosed. Our army is in the best of spirits, 
though impatient at the delays. Twenty-five thousand troops of Gen- 
eral Banks’ forces are on the way hither from Red River, and should 
arrive to-morrow at furthest. Of Joe Johnston we have'no further in- 
telligence, except that it is certain he is not in the town, and has prob- 
ably gone east. Pemberton is sick, and his command is exercised by 
S. D. Lee. The garrison is apparently short of ammunition. Of this 
we took from them six railroad-car loads at Edwards Depot, and they 
destroyed four loads to prevent their falling into our hands. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. EK. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, May 24, 1863—7 p. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, May 29—6 p. m. 
(Received June 1—3 a. m.). 


Your dispatch of the 5th instant was received at Jackson and ccm- 
municated to General Grant according to your direction. Yesterday 
morning he had determined to relieve General McClernand, on account 
of his false dispatch of the day before stating that he held two of the 
enemy’s forts, but he changed his mind, concluding that it would be 
better on the whole to leave McClernand in his present command till 
the siege of Vicksburg is concluded, after which he will induce McCler- 


-nand to ask for leave of absence. Meanwhile he (General Grant) will 


especially supervise all of McClernand’s operations, and will place no 
reliance on his reports unless otherwise corroborated. My own judg- 
ment is that McClernand has not the qualities necessary for a good 
commander, even of aregiment. The siege operations were energetically 
pushed yesterday and last night. McPherson holds, by nature of the 
ground in his front and the great advance of his line of sharpshooters, 
the position nearest the rebel works; in fact, he yesterday had a battery 
planted within 50 yards of one of their most important forts, and the 
rebels’ guns were entirely prevented by his sharpshooters from return- 
ing the fire of this battery. ast evening he opened a mine under one 
of the salients of the work, and Capt. 8. R. Tresilian, engineer in charge, 
reported that he would be ready to blow it up at 8 o’clock this morning. 


Jt is uncertain whether the rebels have not another height within that 
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on which this part stands from which they will still be able to dispute 
McPherson’s entrance into the city, but its possession will certainly 
enable him to reach with his batteries almost every part of the place. 
The rebel infantry now lie securely on the slope in the rear of this fort, 
whence they are able to repel any effort of our infantry to get over its 
parapet. On Sherman’s front we are at a greater distance from the 
enemy, the approach being naturally less advantageous tous. General 
Sherman told me last evening that he must advance for a considerable 

art of the way toward the principal fort in his front by a regular sap, 
and that it would be five days before he could blow up the salient he 
intends to undermine. It is thought that one of the best points of 
attack is on Sherman’s extreme right, where Steele’s division abuts on 
the Mississippi. With the co-operation of gunboats, the enemy’s upper 
water battery can be silenced, which will enable Steele decisively to turn 
his left flank, but Porter is extremely cautious about exposing vessels 
to the fire of that battery. He has for some days been playing upon the 
town with his mortars, and promised to have fourteen of them in posi- 
tion this morning, but they are placed at such a distance on the Louis- 
jana shore, being behind the tongue of land which stretches in front of 
the town, that their fire can hardly be very effective. They are, however, 
to be removed to this side under the lowest of the bluffs which Steele 
holds, where they will be equally secure, and at least 14 miles nearer 
the enemy’s works. The fortifications on the Warrenton road prove 
more formidable than was supposed, but probably the front of McCler- 
nand will be found to be more accessible than either that of Sherman 
or McPherson. From his engineer we have not yet received any report 
on this subject. Lauman has been ordered from Haynes’ Bluff to the 
Warrenton road. . He has eleven regiments, four of them having been 
brought with him down from Memphis. A body of cavalry will remain 
at Haynes’ to observe the enemy in that direction. MceArthur’s divis- 
ion will take its proper position in McPherson’s corps as soon as Lau- 
man reaches his new post. One thousand cavalry have been sent north 
to dispose of bridges over Big Black on the Memphis and Jackson Rail- 
road, and to burn corn and forage in the Yazoo region, so as to impede 
the possible approach of enemy. General Banks has decided to attack 
Port Hudson at once instead of moving hither. He has taken for the 
purpose the transports sent him by General Grant. 

C. A. DANA, 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, May 26, 1863—1 p. m., 
ViA Mrempuis, TENN., May 29—10 a. m. 
(Received May 30—10.30 p. m.) 


The situation has not essentially altered since my last dispatch. Sher- 
man has pushed the siege works in front of his center with great energy 
and admirable skill, and might to-morrow plant his guns within 50 
yards of the fortifications and clear them out for an assault, but he has 
not yet got near enough to commence mining. On his right, where 
Steele commands, the opportunity is still exceedingly favorable, but 
Porter has not yet consented to bring a gunboat near enough for effective 
co-operation. McPherson’s mining operations have proved much more 
difficult than his engineers first calculated, and it must still be some 
time before the work he is digging at can be blown up. On McOClernand’s 


va 


i 


front, where the approaches are naturally most favorable to us and the 
enemy’s line of works evidently much the weakest, nothing in the way 
of siege operations had been accomplished when I was there last even- 
ing. Lieutenant-Colonel Powell, whom General Grant sent to examine 
the line, reported that McClernand’s artillery was in good position and 
effectively distributed. 

Pemberton sent a flag at 4 p.m. yesterday, asking for a truce of two 
hours and a half to bury the dead. The bodies of our men fell about 
his works last Friday, and whom we have not been able to bring off 
evidently caused his garrison great annoyance by their odor. He prob- 
ably also hoped to gain information. The truce was had and the dead 
buried. Deserters from the town state uniformly that supplies of food 
and ammunition are short. Thirty days is the limit during which they 
say Pemberton may hold out. His officers with the flag yesterday loudly 
declared that they had provisions for six months. General Grant was 
determined to fortify Haynes’ Bluff on the land side against any possible 
attack. Troops have been sent to important points in that quarter to 
guard against the contingency of the enemy coming in. We have, how- 
ever, no information to cause the fear of such an event happening im- 
mediately ; but allow me earnestly to urge the necessity of putting a 
force here at once which will render futile all attempts to raise this 
siege. This town must fall unless the enemy bring troops in great num- 
bers from the east and southeast, and that should be provided against. 
It is an incomparable position as regards the health and comfort of our 
men. These high, wooded hills afford pure air and shade, the deep 
ravines abound in springs of excellent water, and if they should fail it can 
easily be brought from the Mississippi. General Grant last night sent 
a staff officer to General Banks, urging him to bring his forces here as 
promptly as practicable, and assuring him that he (Grant) would gladly 
serve under him as his superior in rank, or simply co-operate with him 
for the benefit of the common cause, if he should prefer that course. 

CO. A. DANA. 


Hon. HE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, May 27, 1863—9 a. m., 
ViA MEMPHIS, June 3. 


The cavalry.sent out a few days since found a body of enemy about 
30 miles northeast of Haynes’ Bluff, and returned without having effected 
their purpose. General Grant had determined to clear the country in 
that direction; yesterday sent out three brigades of McPherson’s corps 
under McArthur and three of Sherman’s under Mower, the whole com- 
manded by F. P. Blair, to disperse rebels, who are 6,000 to 8,000, com- 
manded by W. H. T. Walker, and to devastate the region, so that an 
army must carry all its supplies in order to pass through it. The forces 
marched hence just after dusk, without wagons. Deserters who came 
in yesterday from different parts of the city agree in the statement that 


the garrison is on quarter rations. About 9 cubic inches of corn bread 
/ and one-quarter pound of boiled fresh beef served at 8 p. m. is their 


daily food. They are kept in the trenches without relief. The reserve 
consists of one brigade and a half only. Deserters differ as to the sup- 


ply of ammunition, some saying there is plenty, others that it is scarce. 


According to them all, a majority of the privates wish to surrender the 
place, but the officers are determined to fight to the last. Our engineers 
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say the rebel lines are about 54 miles long, containing from thirty-three 
to thirty-five forts connected by rifle-pits. The garrison we now believe 
consists of 20,000 to 25,000 men; their hospitals crowded. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. EK. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, May 28, 1863, 
ViA Mempuis, May 30—9 p. nm. 
(Received June 1—3.15 a. m.) 


The siege works progress satisfactorily. Sherman has his parallels 
completed to within 80 yards of the rebel fortifications. He is able to 
carry artillery and wagons with horses under cover to that point. Mc- 
Pherson’s rifle-pits are at about the same distance from the forts in his 
front. On both these lines our sharpshooters keep the rebels under 
cover and never allow them to load a cannon. It is a mistake to say 
that the place is entirely invested. I made the complete circuit of the 
lines yesterday. The left is open in direction of Warrenton, so that the 
enemy have no difficulty in sending messengers in and out. Our force 
is not large enough to occupy the whole line and keep the necessary 
reserves and outposts at dangerous and important points; still, the 
enemy cannot either escape by that route or receive supplies. 

An officer who returned yesterday from a visit to Jackson with a flag 
of truce to take supplies to our wounded, found Loring there with his 
force, apparently reorganizing and ready for movement. ‘The number 
he could not ascertain, but thought it was 5,000 at least. Loring, you 
may remember, escaped to the southeast with his division after the bat- 
tle of Baker’s Creek. 

The gunboat Cincinnati was disabled yesterday in a sharp engage- 
ment with the enemy’s upper water battery, on Steele’s front. She was 
compelled by discharges of grape to close her bow port-holes, and in 
endeavoring to get away, swung her stern around toward the battery, 
when she was so badly hit that her commander ran her ashore, and she 
sank in shoal water. Some twenty-odd lives were lost. She may be 
raised and saved. 

The weather is hot, but not at all oppressive. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. I. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, May 30, 1863—9 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, June 3—9 p. m. 
(Received June 4—3.35 a. m.) 

We have from Blair reports, which come to him on his march, that 
Joe Johnston is at Canton with a force of 45,000 men, said to consist of 
W. H. T. Walker’s division, being division which escaped in disorder 
from the battle of Baker’s Creek; 2,000 stragglers from other troops 
engaged in that battle, three divisions from Bragg’s army, and a body 
from Mobile. These reports are undoubtedly exaggerated, but that 
Johnston is there, doing his best to collect and bring [forces] for the re- 
lief of Vicksburg, there is no question. General Grant has ordered Blair 
to return to Haynes’ Bluff, without further exposing himself, but to de- 
vastate the country as he returns. All the roads from the Big Black 
hither, except the main one from the railroad bridge (where Osterhaus 
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is posted with a brigade), are being obstructed by felling trees and de- 
stroying bridges: 

The siege is being pressed with all possible vigor. Sherman has a 
breaching battery of four 30-pounder Parrotts at work within 80 yards 
of the chief fort in his front. McPherson has his approaches within 50 
yards, with a battery all ready for three similar guns, which will be in 
position to-day or to-morrow. A messenger from Pemberton to John- 
ston has come into our lines. His message was that the place could 
not hold out longer than the end of next week. The garrison is worn 
out, and the majority of it anxious to surrender. ‘ 

General Grant having twice sent to General Banks forre-enforcements, 
and [they] not having yet made their appearance, I have consented, at 
2% urgent desire, to go down and urge General Banks to furnish them 
at once. 

Lhave thought it to be my duty to do everything that may obviate 
the possible necessity of raising the siege of Vicksburg. I expect to 
be back here by June 4. 

. C. A. DANA. 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


CHICKASAW Bayou, May 31, 1863—12 m., 
ViIA MEmpuois, June 5—10.30 a. m. 
(Received June 7—8 p. m.) 

I have returned here on my way to General Grant’s headquarters, 
having met his previous messenger to General Banks last night, on the 
Mississippi, above Grand Gulf. General Banks is investing Port Hud- 
son, and declines to send any forces here. He opened his lines May 
21, with 12,000 men, and on the 27th assaulted the place ineffectually, 
losing 1,000 killed and wounded. He has ordered up 4,000 more troops 
from his forces below, which will make his force 15,000, and desires that 
General Grant should alsosend him re-enforcements. Grierson’s cavalry, 
which General Grant pressingly needs, General Banks retains on the 
plea of necessity. He says that if he were to raise the siege, in order 
to help General Grant, he wouid still be unable to send him any more 
than 5,000 troops, as he must retain the bulk of his army there as long 
as Port Hudson is unsubdued. The number of the garrison he esti- 
mates at 6,000.. Of their supplies of food and ammunition he knows 
nothing positively, and does not say how long he thinks it will require 
to reduce the place. I learn that Blair, with his two brigades, has 
arrived at Haynes’ Bluff, in compliance with General Grant’s order of 
day before yesterday. Of the news at General Grant’s headquarters, 
nothing is known here. 

O. A. DANA. 

Hon. B. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


REAR OF VICKSBURG, May 51, 1863—4 p. m., 
V1IA MEMPHIS, June 3—3.30 p. mn. 
Blair reports that there is no rebel force between the Yazoo and the 
Big Black, and that Johnston has now at Canton only 18,000 men, and 
- does not intend to move until he has 40,000. Blair confirms his own 
- previous report that three divisions have been withdrawn by Johnston 
from the army opposed to General Rosecrans, but these three divisions 
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have not yet reported at Canton. This tallies with General Grant’s in- 
formation from other sources. Johnston says that he shall have his 
40,000 in time to save Vicksburg. 

Pardon me for again urging that re-enforcements be at once sent 
here from Tennessee, Kentucky, or Missouri in numbers sufficient to put 
our success beyond all peradventure. The same messenger who bears 
this to Memphis bears also General Grant’s orders for 7,000 men from 
Hurlbut’s forces to be sent here at once; but this will not meet all the 
requirements of the case. Our position here is infinitely more secure 
and the result incomparably more certain than our position and its re- 
sult at Corinth last year. The placeis far moreimportant. Its ultimate 
possession ought to be assured by all the means in our power. Better 
retreat to Nashville than retreat from the hills of Vicksburg. 

; ©, A. DANA, 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, os 
Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, June 3, 1863—8 a. m., 
ViA MEempPuHis, June 6—Noon. 
(Received June 7—6.15 p. m.) 


The expeditionary corps under I, P. Blair, which has been resting for 
two days at Haynes’ Bluif after its recent margh of 90 miles in five days, 
willbe back to-night, and will take its position on the extreme left of our 
investing lines, filling the space hitherto occupied by pickets of enemy 
between J. G. Lauman and the Mississippi. This will render the invest- 
ment total, and as soon as the rifle-pits and field works are completed 
in that part of the line it will be impassable. 

On the night of the 1st instant we had an alarm on McClernand’s 
front, and it was supposed that the enemy were about to attempt a 
sally. Their attack on a pioneer company was soon repulsed, and they 
fell back. Our lines are now so strong from the extreme right around 
to McClernand’s left, that 5,000 troops can hold them against any sortie. 

General Grant has ordered heavy re-enforcements from Hurlbut’s 
command. W.S8. Smith’s division, five brigades, 7,000 strong, N. Kim- 
ball, above 5,000, and from A. Asboth’s command 5,000, are on their 
way. The first brigade of Kimball arrived here yesterday. The line 
between Dodge’s left and Memphis will be confined to the shortest 
railroad, and should Joe Johnston, finding all lost at Vicksburg, make 
a sudden dash at Memphis, General Grant will have to rely on the 
vigilance of Hurlbut’s cavalry and the rapidity of his own transport 
steamers to get re-enforcements there in season., The outpost here 
toward the northeast is at Mechanicsburg, 3 miles east of Satartia, 
where it is supplied by steamers. It consists of one brigade under J. A. 
Mower, with two cavalry regiments. The latter have again been sent out 
to attempt the northern railroad bridge over Big Black. All the roads 
by which the enemy can approach are being filled with every practicable 
obstruction. Of this last work much has already been well done. 

All our reports keep Joe Johnston still at Canton. The siege works 
steadily progressing on the whole line. Those prosecuted with the least 
energy and the least intellectual effort are, I regret to say, those of Gen 
eral I’, Steele. His inertia is surprising. His camps are also in very 
bad order and very dirty. I. F. Quinby leaves again to-day on account 
of sickness, and J. i. Smith takes his division. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. E. M. StTanvron, Secretary of War. 
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BEHIND VICKSBURG, June 5, 1863—8 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, June 7—5 p. m. 

The siege works progress steadily, though there is a deplorable lack 
of engineer officers. Of the half dozen of those in this army, one very 
valuable, sent from Rocky Springs about May 5 with dispatches to Gen- 
eral Banks, has been retained by him just as he has retained Grierson’s 
cavalry. The rebels in McPherson’s and Sherman’s front have strength- 
ened their works within two days by building demi-lunes in front of 
their re-entrants. In Sherman’s judgment, there is no evidence of their 
erecting new works in the rear of their original line. Our line and 
theirs must be in contact within three days. The expeditionary corps, 
under Blair’s command, commenced its march yesterday morning to 
oceupy fully the southern approaches to the city, but were called back 
about noon, and the brigades returned to their original divisions. This 
was a result of some new demonstrations of the enemy, thought to be 
indicative of a purpose to sally, and also of General Grant’s unwilling- 


ness to seatter his troops. The cannonade from our whole line is now 


steadily maintained by night as well as by day. Some fifteen 8 and 9 
inch Navy guns lent by Admiral Porter, with crews to fight them, are 
being put in position. General Grant is considering the subject of sud- 
den attack in great force on: the south, where there are no siege lines 
and where enemy expect nothing. From the drift of his remarks, how- 
ever, I conclude he wiil not adopt the measure. Another brigade of N. 
Kimball’s has arrived, and is now at Haynes’ Bluff. Kimball has been 
ordered with his whole division to Mechanicsburg, to increase and to 
command the observing force previously sent there under Mower. Joe 
Johnston has sent some troops to Yazoo City, and appears to be occupy- 
ing with small detachments the line thence to Canton. Admiral Porter’s 
whole force of light steamers left for there yesterday evening. The 
rebels are reported to have several large transports up near Yazoo. No 
signs of any movement of Johnston on the lower line of Big Black. A 
body of guerrillas are troubling the leased plantations in Louisiana. J. 
C. Sullivan has been relieved of command there for inertia, and Dennis 
has gone to his place. Unfortunately, J. P. Hawkins is absent, sick, or 
General Grant would have given him the command. ‘Two regiments of 
McClernand’s have been sent over, and there are four colored regiments 
there, numbering about 2,500, armed but not disciplined. The fortifica- 
tions at Haynes’ Bluff advance with exceeding slowness for want of 
both engineers and laborers. 
C. A. DANA. 


Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, June 5, 1863. 
C. A. DANA, Esq., Grant's Headquarters, near Vicksburg : 

Your telegrams up to the 30th have been received. Everything in 
the power of this Government will be put forth to aid General Grant. 
The emergency is not underrated here. Your telegrams are a great 
obligation, and are looked for with deep interest. I cannot thank you 

-as much as I feel for the service you are now rendering. You have been 
“ appointed an assistant adjutant-general, with rank of major, with lib- 
erty to report to General Grant, if he needs you. The appointment may 
be a protection to you. I shall expect daily reports, if possible. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


94 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. — [Cuar. XXXVI. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, Miss., June 6, 1863—7 p. m., 
VIA Mrempuis, June 12—5 p. m. 


Kimball reports from Mechanicsburg that on entering that place from 
Satartia day before yesterday, he found the enemy drawn up in line of 
battle. Attacked immediately, and drove him out. His cavalry were 
pursuing as he wrote. No other particulars. General Grant has just 
started for the place, deeming it necessary to examine the situation 
there himself. I go with him. The siege goes on steadily. Deserters 
all report short rations and divided councils within, a great part of the 
soldiers and all the citizens desiring to surrender. 

They fired a good deal yesterday, having evidently received a new 


supply of caps. 
CO. A. DAMA. 


Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HAYNES’ BLUFF, June 7, 1863, 
V1A MrempuHis, June 10. 

On approaching to within 2 miles of Satartia last evening, we found 
that N. Kimball had retreated to Oak Ridge Post-Office, sending the 
commissary stores and baggage by the river to this place. The gun- 
boats were also coming down, and General Grant returned here with 
them. 

The reason of Kimball’s movement appears to be an extraordinary 
fall in the Yazoo, which caused him to fear that his supplies might 
become insecure at Satartia. His affair on the 4th was but a small 
skirmish, in which he took some 40 prisoners, with no loss to himself, 
as I am informed from Kimball. We have no official report. A rebel 
deserter reports that General W. H. T. Walker is at Yazoo City with 
eight brigades, and that Joe Johnston is advancing from Canton to the 
Big Black with a large force. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, : 

Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, MIsS., June 8, 1863—10 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, June 10—5 p. m. 


I have just returned from the vicinity of Mechanicsburg, whither I 
went with a party of-cavalry from Haynes’ Bluff yesterday. There were 
no signs of any considerable force of the enemy, though Kimball had 
retreated from there the day before ina semi-panic. No doubt Johnston 
has moved some of his troops this side of the Big Black, but his main 
force yet stays at Canton. The idea of operating in that direction, both 
for devastation and for more direct military objects, General Grant has 
by nomeans abandoned. His intention has been to put C. C. Washburn 
in command there, but I now think he will send Sherman with a force of 
from 15,000 to 20,000 troops, including 2,500 cavalry. The country is 
like the rest of this peninsula—broken, wooded, unpopulous, with few 
streams. It still has many cattle, but the corn is pretty thoroughly 
cleared out. Johnston cannot move through it without bringing all his 
supplies with him. 

Advices from Port Hudson to the 4tiinstant were brought yesterday 
by Col. J. Riggin, of General Grant's staff. The siege has not reached 
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a decisive point. General Banks thinks if he had 10,000 troops more 


_ he could reduce the place in afew days, but we have not facts enough 


to understand the grounds of this opinion. So far as it is possible to 


_ judge at this distance, a regular siege is as indispensable there as it is 


here. The reason General Banks gives for not co-operating with Gen- 
eral Grant is that he could not spate more troops from his own army 
and still hold New Orleans safe against any possible attack; then he 
would, by giving up the siege, liberate the enemy to join Johnston. 
Milliken’s Bend and Young’s Point were both attacked day before 


_ yesterday by a body of rebels reported at about 1,500. At Milliken’s 
' Bend the negro troops at first. gave way, but hearing that those of their 


_ number who were captured were killed, they rallied with great fury and 


routed the enemy. The white troops at Young’s Point also repulsed 
him decisively. 
C, A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. S®anton, 
Secretary of War. 


REAR OF VICKSBURG, June 10, 1863—7 a. m., 
ViA MEMPHIS, June 16—10.30 a. m. 
(Received June 23—1.30 a.m.) . 


General Grant has finally sent Washburn to Haynes’ Bluff, and he 


| will direct operations there for the present. Joe Johnston, with his 


main force, still remains at Canton, and Breckinridge at Jackson. The 


_ fortifications at Haynes’ Bluff are now completely laid out. No great 


work will be required to render it easy to defend the place effectually. 
Our intrenchments there are calculated for 30,000 to 50,000 troops. 
The siege here has not yet reached fortifications of the enemy. Sher- 


- man’s approach, though conducted through the most difficult ground, 


is nearest of all. His sap was within 50 feet of the rebels’ front at 9 
p.m. yesterday. McPherson is at about 80 yards or more. Both Sher- 
man and McPherson have abandoned the idea of mining, and intend 
to crown the enemy’s parapet with their artillery. It is now certain 


that the enemy have constructed a new interior line of defense within 
- the main works, which Sherman is attacking. A violent fire of mus- 


ketry was. heard within Vicksburg yesterday afternoon. No doubt it 
was mutiny, as we know that disaffection has long existed among their 
troops, and that on the day of our attack (May 22) both Tennessee and 
Georgia regiments refused to fight. 

A portion of W.S. Smith’s division has arrived at Haynes’ Bluff. I 
have from Dennis the particulars of the fight of the 7th instant at Mil- 
liken’s Bend. There was no fighting at Young’s Point, Captain Town- 
send, commander of convalescents, having drawn up his men so cun- 
ningly that the rebels, who were within sight in line of battle, thought 
themselves greatly outnumbered and withdrew. Atthe Bend, the bat- 


tile began soon after d~ ybreak and lasted about three hours. ‘The rebel 
force was a divisior. of Texans, about 2,000 strong, who marched from 


Pine Bluff April 50, and arrived at Alexandria after General Banks 
had left there, and were then ordered this way. They were commanded 
by General J.G. Walker, with Generals H. E. McCulloch, J. M. Hawes, 


‘and Randal under him. They had no artillery. Our forces, who also 


had no artillery, consisted of Ninth [Kleventh] Louisiana (colored), Col. 
BE. W. Chamberlain, and Twenty-third Iowa, Col. 8. L. Glasgow, in all 
about 1,000 men. General Dennis describes the battle as the hardest 
he has ever seen. It was fought mainly hand to hand. After it was 
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over, many men were found dead with bayonet stabs, and others with 
their skulls broken open by butts of muskets. ; 

The Ninth Louisiana lost 62 killed and 130 wounded ; the Eleventh, 
30. killed and 120 wounded; the Twenty-third Iowa, 26 killed and 60 
wounded; the Ninth has also a great number missing. Of the rebels, 
we buried 130. General McCulloch died on the field from the effects of 
a wound. 

“Tt is impossible,” says General Dennis, “for men to show greater 
gallantry than the negro troops in this fight.” He does not know 
whether it is true that the rebels murdered their negro prisoners. 

Col. H. Lieb, who was wounded, behaved admirably; Colonel Cham- 
berlain badly. at 

General Grant has ordered Mower, with his brigade, to Milliken’s 
Bend, and the enemy there will be cleared out beyond Tensas and in 
the neighborhood of Monroe. F 
C. A. DANA. 


Hon. HE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, June 11, 1863—1 p. m., 
ViA MEMPHIS, June 14—8 p. m. 
(Received June 16—2 p. m.) 


General Herron has just reported. His eight regiments are ordered 
to take position south of Vicksburg, between Lauman’s troops and Mis- 
sissippi River, completely closing the lines, and rendering egress and 
ingress absolutely impossible. General Burnside’s re-enforcements and 
the rest of the detachments from the Sixteenth Army Corps are still 
wanting. Of the former, one regiment was at Cairo when Herron left. 
From Haynes’ Bluff, Washburn reports one division cavalry, under 
W. H. Jackson, 2 miles beyond Mechanicsburg. It left Bragg three 
weeks ago. A body of infantry under W. H. T. Walker is at Yazoo 
City, as before reported. Deserters from Vicksburg last evening report 
corn-meal getting short, so that the ration of bread is one-half of pea 
flour. Hovey’s artillery have destroyed one of their mills and injured 
the remaining one. They are also out of fresh beef, and have begun to 
issue bacon, of which some deserters were told by their officers that they 
have thirty days’ supply. The re-enforcements yet to arrive will be 
concentrated at Haynes’, ©. C. Washburn reports that place of such 
strength on the land side that 10,000 can hold it against 30,000. The 
engineers report the artificial defenses there will require little labor. 

General Grant thinks the demonstration of the enemy west of Mis- 
sissippi River more serious than we have supposed. Of course, every 
means in their power on that side will be directed to hindering his oper- 
ations here. 

Our forces now at Milliken’s Bend, including Mewer’s brigade, will not 
be sufficient for aggressive purposes toward Natchez, but will be ample 
for defense. The gunboats are judiciously placed—one at Haynes’ Bluff, 
one at Chickasaw Bayou, one at Young’s Point, one at Milliken’s Bend, 
one at Lake Providence, one at Greenville, one at Island 65, two at 
White River, besides others in motion. The seven gunboats below 
Vicksburg are also stationed where most needed; but the line is long, 
ang the rebels west of Mississippi River may manage to cross some- 
where. 

It is my duty to report that the Marine Brigade, with its seven large 


Cuar, XXXVI_J GENERAL REPORTS. ih 


Steamers and its varied apparatus of artillery, infantry, and cavalry, 
1s a very useless as well as a very costly institution. 
Your dispatch of the 5th just received. Many thanks. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. Bh. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, June 12, 1863—7 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, June 14. 
(Received June 16—4 p. m.) 

Col. E. W. Gantt, of Arkansas, who commanded a brigade at Island 
No. 10, was exchanged, and has since lived in retirement, came in yes- 
terday from within the enemy’s lines, and surrendered himself to Gen- 
eral Grant, who has sent him to Memphis at his own wish as a prisoner. 
He gives information of the greatest importance. His motive is desire 
to bring the war to a close. The rebellion, he says, is near its end, and, 
if it should not perish by our arms, must fall from its own administra- 
tion and general corruption into mere military despotism. Slavery, 
he thinks, is also ended forever. According to his report, Bragg has 
sent all his material to Atlanta, and is ready with his unincumbered 
troops to fall back to Bristol and Chattanooga as soon as ordered, so that 
he may hold those places, while he detaches 25,000 men, in addition to 
those he has already sent, to swell the forces here under Johnston. 
From Mobile and Savannah all the troops, except enough to man the 
heavy guns, have already been withdrawn, so that a small force could 
take either place. Johnston’s present army amounts to 37,000 men, 
exclusive of the garrison of Vicksburg, which is 25,000, including sick 
and wounded. The order to evacuate Port Hudson arrived there the 
very day General Banks opened his lines before it. West of the Mis- 
sissippi, exclusive of Texas, is Kirby Smith’s command (32,500 men). 
He has been ordered to leave every object, except the relief of Vicks- 
burg. Lee’s army has not been reduced; on the contrary, it is stronger 
and more concentrated than ever. What supplies of provisions Pem- 
berton bas he does not know, but he knows that percussion caps have 
been got to him, and that Johnston and he have daily communication. 

Herron will to-day-take his position on the Warrenton road, taking 
care, of course, that the garrison at Vicksburg shall see the whole of 
his march from Young’s Point across to the point just below Vicksburg, 
where his troops will be ferried across the Mississippi. General Grant 
has also determined to place the whole of Burnside’s re-enforcements in 
that part of the lines, and to put the whole, from McClernand’s left, in- 
cluding Lauman’s, Herron’s, and Burnside’s troops, under command of 
Ord, whose arrival is constantly expected. The siege works have been 
checked for twenty-four hours by violent storms, but were resumed yes- 
terday. A 9-inch navy gun in McPherson’s front is doing very efficient 
work. Fired at 300 yards, its shells penetrate the rebel parapet some 
10 feet and then explode, clearing the parapet away as if by a mine. 
Should General Grant think it advisable to assault again, we are now 
in position to do it with effect; but, unless Johnston becomes very 
pressing, he will rather trust to time and general compression. General 
Grant has ascertained that a colonel, a captain, and 4 men got out of 
Vicksburg night before last by going up the Mississippi in a boat, land- 
ing on this side of the river jast above the sanken gunboat Cincinnati, 
and making their way through the bottom and across the Yazoo 2 miles 
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above its mouth. Paymaster Judd arrived here yesterday with 19 sub- 
ordinate paymasters and funds to pay this army to April 30. As the 
operation of paying men engaged as these are must prove very incon- 
venient and injurious to the public interest, General Grant has ordered 
him back to Memphis for the present. 
C. A. DANA. 


Hon. BE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, June 14, 1863—8 a. m., 
ViA Mempuis, June 17—Noon. 
(Received 7 p. m.) 


All the indications point to the speedy,surrender of this place. De- 
serters who came out yesterday say that the Tennessee and Georgia 
regiments have determined to stack their arms within three days and 
refuse to continue the defense on the ground thatit is useless, and that 
it is impossibie to fight on the rations they receive. All the deserters 
are worn out and hungry, and say the whole garrison are in the same 
condition; besides, the defense has for several days been conducted with 
extraordinary feebleness, which must be due either to the deficiency of 
ammunition, or exhaustion and depression in the garrison, or to their 
retirement to an inner line of defense. The first and third of these 
causes no doubt operate to some extent, but the second we suppose to 
be the most influential. These deserters also say that fully one-third 
of the garrison are in hospital, and that officers, as well as men, have 
begun to despair of relief from Johnston. The troops of General Herron 
got into position yesterday. The advance of the Ninth Army Corps is 
also believed by General Grant to have arrived at Young’s Point, though 
he has no positive report, and does not expect one till it has its place as 
a part of the besieging force on the south of the city, whither he has 
sent orders for it to proceed. After the arrival there of this corps, Gen- 
eral Herron is to move to the right of General Lauman, and occupy that 
portion of the lines which is now held by Hovey’s division, which 
McClernand will then station as a reserve to support the other divisions 
of his corps. All of W.S. Smith’s division are now at Haynes’ Bluff, 
where I saw them yesterday working upon the intrenchments with ad- 
mirable zeal. The fortifications there for an army of 25,000 troops will 
be in a condition for practical use by the 16th instant. It is a stronger 
defensive position even than Vicksburg. The distance hence to Drum- 
gould’s Bluff is 11 miles, to Haynes’ Bluff 14. Drumgould’s, on which 
the rebels placed their most elaborate works, is an isolated mamelon. 
Snyder’s and Haynes’ Bluffs are connected by a ridge, though flanks on 
the river side are separated by two ravines and a bayou slope. Snyder’s 
commands the lower, Haynes’ the upper bend of the Yazoo. Snyder’s 
Bluff is now being fortified. When the works there are completed, they 
will be extended around Haynes’ also. They will then form an in- 
trenched camp for 50,000 troops. From Joe Johnston there is no news 
since my last dispatch, except that which merely confirms its principal 
contents. He has made no new movements in this quarter. 

Sebastian, Senator from Arkansas, has determined to claim his seat 
in the next Congress. With the fall of Vicksburg, he says that all west 
of the Mississippi is emancipated from the Confederacy, and that Ar- 
pone can be brought back into the Union. He has taken no part in 
the war, 
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Please inform me by telegraph whether you wish me to go to General 
Rosecrans after the fall of Vicksburg, or whether you have any other 
orders for me. I should like to go home for a short time. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. E. M. Sranton, 

Secretary of War. 


— 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, June 15, 1863—8 a. m., 
ViA MEMPHIS, June 18—11 a. m. 
(Received June 20—5.30 a. m.) 

General Parke reported here last evening. Three brigades landed at 
Young’s Point yesterday; two more debark to-day. General Parke will 
take his position on the extreme left of the lines, where General Herron 
is now posted. General Herron takes Hovey’s place, between Generals 
Lauman and Carr. General Hovey’s brigade [division?] becomes a 
reserve. The enemy yesterday laid aside his long-standing inactivity, 
and opened violently with both artillery and musketry. Two mortars 
placed at the left of our center, in a ravine near the railroad, in front of 
A. J. Smith, fired during the day some sixty shell at the trenches of 
Logan, in McPherson’s center. These mortars are out of reach of our 
artillery and sharpshooters. Though they had the range pretty accu- ~ 
rately, they accomplished nothing more than wounding one man. On 
General Sherman’s lines the enemy fired vehemently with musketry, 
but did no great damage. They are hard at work placing a 42-pounder, 
brought up from theic water battery, so as to bear on General Sher- 
man’s .center. In that place our approach has reached the ditch of 
their main fort at the salient. Ithas been Sherman’s intention to crown 
the parapet of this work at that point, but having reason to believe 
that the enemy have placed a mine there, he is now opening trenches 
parallel with the ditch along each flank of the work and crown of the 
glacis instead. The curtains are each about 100 feet long. On each 
flank Sherman intends to place six 12-pounder howitzers. The violence 
of yesterday’s fire has also led him to place a battery of four 12-pounder 
howitzers and two 30-pounder Parrotts in an advanced position, within 
50 yards of the fort. These batteries were opened at daybreak this 
morning, with what effect is not reported. The musketry firing 
about Sherman’s sap was active all night on McPherson’s right. Mor- 
gan gained yesterday an important advantage by permanently occupy- 
ing a fortification or spur of the ridge along whose crest the enemy’s 
lines extend; hitherto a ravine has extended between him and them. 
At McPherson’s center, Logan told me last evening that his sap yester- 
day debouched upon the rebels’ salient at which he has been working. 
This fort has no ditch, but is escarped and is 25 feet high, the escarp- 
ment being formed by cutting away the natural declivity of the hill. 
This escarpment McPherson will either dig down or mine. McClernand 
is pressing his approaches, but is still much farther off than either of 
the others. He has some heavy 24-pounders in position and is getting 
up some 8-inch navy guns. On Lauman’s front nothing of importance 
has been done in the way of regular approaches, but rifle-pits have been 
opened and our lines considerably shortened. Lauman has brought 
from Warrenton a rebel rifled 64-pounder, and has a 9-inch columbiad 
derived from the same source ready to place. General Parke’s arrival 
makes a very great addition to our engineering strength in that quar- 
ter. Two competent engineers absent on sick leave also returned yes- 
terday, so that we shall no longer be deficient in that regard. General 
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Parke will have command both of Lauman’s and Herron’s forces. Ad- 
miral Porter has mounted a 100-pounder rifle on flat-boat, and placed it 
on the Louisiana shore, under the point which stretches in front of the 
town. It was fired yesterday with much effect. Inthe night the enemy 
sent five boats up the river either to attack this gun and the mortars or 
to look after the officers whom they sent up the Yazoo last week by way 
of Steele’s Bayou. The boats returned without accomplishing anything. 
General Grant has placed pickets to watch for these officers. From Joe 
Johnston, who is now at Jackson, we have trustworthy information this 
morning. He has six divisions of infantry, varying from 4,000 to 9,000 
each, and one of cavalry. Of the former, two are at Yazoo City and 
the latter is near Mechanicsburg. Pickett, with a force composed of we 
know not what, is ordered to move from Canton by the Valley road and 
cross Big Black. General Grant regards the movement as intended for 
the present simply to occupy the line of Mechanicsburg in force. C.C. 
Washburn in some alarm, thinking he would soon be attacked, sent for 
a division of re-enforcements. General Grant has determined to issue 
an order extending the command of Sherman so as to include Haynes’ 
Bluff. Sherman, whose lines already touch those of Washburn, will 
thus have the chief command in all that region, and can be there in 
person and move re-enforcements there from his own corps whenever it 
may be necessary. At Sherman’s request, General Grant has modified 
his order to the paymasters, sending them back to Memphis, so far as 
to have them pay Sherman’s troops at once and any others whose com- 
manders may desire it. 
C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, \ 
Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, June 16, 1863—8 a. m. 
VIA MEMPHIS, June 19—1 p. m. 
(Received June 21—4 p. m.) 

General Parke’s troops are ordered to Haynes’ Bluff. This is done 
on no new information, but after fuller consideration of that received 
yesterday morning. Part of his two divisions had already marched over 
opposite Warrenton, and at 8 p.m. yesterday they had all been brought 
back and re-embarked for the voyage up Yazoo River. They will all be 
encamped at Haynes’ Bluff by this evening. The chief command there 
remains with Sherman, as I reported yesterday. The position of the 
besieging forces continues as before General Parke’s arrival. McCler- 
nand’s engineers reported yesterday that his approach was within 30 
yards of the enemy’s lines. Firing was quite active throughout the day 
yesterday along the whole line, and was continued through the night, 
especially on the front of Generals Sherman and Herron. 

Our total loss during the last week was over 50 killed and wounded, 
of whom about a dozen were killed. I have not been able to get the 
precise figures. 

Much of the ammunition supplied to this army is very bad. A board 
of survey just held here reports that the Parrott shells are uniformly 
defective from sand-holes. Some of these are filled with putty; some 
are left undisguised. The small-arm ammunition from Indianapolis is 
rascally, the powder worthless and deficient in quantity. 

An intelligent Kentuckian who deserted from Loring’s corps last 
week and arrived here yesterday fully confirms the intelligence respect- 
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ing thé numbers of Joe Johnston’s forces forwarded in my dispatch of 
yesterday. © 

The days here are hot, thermometer sometimes rising to ninety at 
noon, but the nights are very cool. Showers have laid the dust for a 
week past. The army has hitherto got water from springs in the ra- 
vines, but this source is running out. Some brigades are digging wells ; 
others haul water from distance. Health of troops is excellent. 

C. A. DANA. 
Hon. EH. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, MIss., June 17, 1863—8 a. m., 
VIA Mrempuis, June 21—11.30 a. m. 
(Received June 23—9.15 p. m.) 

General Sherman came down from Haynes’ Bluff last evening. He 
reports the intrenchments there as perfectly satisfactory both in design 
and forwardness of execution. Reports from enemy he found very con- 
tradictory, but judges that Loring is this side of the Big Black, and is 
feeling this way down the peninsula, having the occupation of Oak Ridge 
Post-Office for his immediate object. That place is on the Benton and 
Vicksburg road, 9 miles south[north ?Jeast of Vicksburg, and nearly 
equidistant between the Yazoo and Big Black. General Sherman does 
not propose to hinder the approach of Loring by any active opposition, 
but to complete our chain of defense by simple works at two or three 
points between Haynes’ Bluffand Vicksburg. The command at Haynes’ 
Bluff is, of course, held by General Parke, though in the event of an 
active campaign General Sherman will go there. 

General Herron reports that on the night ofthe 15th he threw forward 
the lines on his left, making an advance of 500 yards, and bringing his 
artillery and rifle-pits within 200 or 300 yards of the enemy’s lines. 
They fired at him yesterday with six pieces of artillery, but killed only 
2of his men and wounded a few more. Cn the rest of the lines; as I 
have before reported, our sharpshooters prevent their firing cannons 
at all, except in the morning they sometimes discharge the pieces they 
have loaded in the night. General Grant will make another general as- 
sault as soon as McClernand’s, Lauman’s, and Herron’s lines are brought 
up close enough. Our reports from within the place show that they 
are feeding their men more ample and with better food. The attempt 
to make bread of peas is abandoned, and corn-meal is used exclusively, 
and. for meat they are issuing salt beef. Captain Comstock, of the En- 
gineers, arrived here yesterday. General Ord is expected to-day. He 
will command both Herron’s and Lauman’s forces. 

C. A. DANA. 


. Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
E Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, June 18, 1863—8 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, June 21—9 a. mn. 
(Received June 23—9 p. m.) 
Trustworthy information received here yesterday from Joe Johnston 
confirms what I have previously reported. Breckinridge is at Clinton ~ 
with one small division; N. G. Evans, who now commands J. P. Me- 
Cown’s division, is between here and Big Black; Loring, whose divis- 
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ion is 9,000 strong, has advanced with it to Benton, this side the Big 
Black, but has had to fall back toward that river to find water for his 
troops; Walker is at Yazoo City, and W. H. Jackson’s cavalry, 
strengthened by some re-enforcements, are between Yazoo City and 
Mechanicsburg. General Grant is ruminating the idea of an offensive 
movement suddenly and without impediments from Haynes’ Bluff. 
Will threaten all the enemy’s detachments in detail and take them 
separately, if possible. 

Deserters from within the city yesterday vary somewhat in their re- 
ports concerning rations, but all agree that pea bread is no longer issued. 
On Herron’s front yesterday the rebels kept up a fire of large artillery, 
and on McPherson’s the fire of an 11-inch mortar was maintained dur- 
ing the day atintervals of thirty minutes. No damage was done by it. 
The siege works of Sherman and McPherson are slackened in order to 
give time for McClernand, Lauman, and Herron to bring theirsup. Ord 
takes command of Lauman’s and Herron’s divisions this afternoon. 
Herron has with him eight regiments only. 

I send you to-day by special messenger the topographical map of the 
siege. 

Richmond, La., was destroyed by Mower onthe 15th, after a skirmish 
there with the forces who lately attacked us at Milliken’s Bend.’ Mower 
had his own brigade and Ellet’s Marine Brigade, with tencannon. After 
a few shots the rebels fled, and Mower burned every building which had 
sheltered them, bringing the few women and children who had been left 
in the place back with him to Milliken’s Bend. Col. Kilby Smith, of 
the Fitteenth Army Corps, who witnessed the late battle at Milliken’s 
Bend, certified in an official statement that the rebels carried a black 
flag bearing a death’s head and cross-bones. 


C.. A. DANAG 


Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
, - Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, MISS., June 19, 1863—10 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, TENN., June 22—9 a. m. 
(Received June 24—3.35 a. m.) 


McClernand last night was relieved of his command and ordered to 
report to Washington for orders. As the matter may be of some im- 
portance, I telegraph the correspondence connected with it. The con- 
gratulatory address spoken of in General Grant’s first letter is one that 
first reached here in the Missouri Democrat of June1l. Init heclaims 
for himself most of the glory of the campaign ; reaffirms that on May 22 
he held two rebel forts for several hours, and imputes to other com- 
manders a failure to aid him to keep them and take the city. The let- 
ters are as follows: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
In Camp near Vicksburg, Miss., June 17, 1863. 
Major-General McCLERNAND, 
Commanding Thirteenth Army Corps: 


GENERAL: Inclosed I send you what purports to be your congratulatory address to 
the Thirteenth Army Corps. I would respectfully ask if it is a true copy. If itis 
not a correct copy, furnish me one by bearer, as required both by regulations and 
existing orders of the Department. 

Respectfully, : 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Major-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
- June 18, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT: 

Thave just returned. The newspaper slip is a correct copy of my congratulatory 
order No. 72. Iam prepared to maintain its statements. I regret that my adjutant 
did not send you a copy promptly as he ought, and 1 thought he had. 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
No. 164. Near Vicksburg, Miss., June 18, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 


IV. Major-General MecClernand is hereby relieved from the command of the Thir- 
teenth Army Corps. He will proceed to any point he may select in the State of 
Illinois, and report by letter to Headquarters of the Army for orders. Maj. Gen. E. 
O. C. Ord is hereby appointed to the command of the Thirteenth Army Corps, sub- 
ject to the approval of the President, and will immediately assume charge of the same. 

By order of Major-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BATTLE-FIELD NEAR VICKSBURG, June 18, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee : 


Your order relieving me and assigning Major-General Ord to the command of the 
Thirteenth Army Corps is received. Having been appointed by the President to the 
command of the corps under a definite act of Congress, I might justly challenge your 
authority in the premises, but forbear to do so at present. Iam quite willing that any 
statement of facts in my congratulatory order to the Thirteenth Army Corps to which 
you think just exception may be taken should be made the subject of investigation, 
not doubting the result. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 


Though the congratulatory address in question is the occasion of 
McClernand’s removal, it is not its cause, as MeClernand intimates when 
he says incorrectly that General Grant has taken exceptions to this 
address. That cause, as I understand it, is his repeated disobedience 
of important orders, his general insubordinate disposition, and his pal- 
pable incompetence for the duties of the position. As I learned by pri- 
vate conversation, it was, in General Grant’s jndgment, also necessary 
that he should be removed, for the reason, above all, that his relations 
with other corps commanders rendered it impossible that the chief com- 
mand of this army should devolve upon him, as it would have done were 
General Grant disabled, without most pernicious consequences to the 
cause. 

Lauman’s division, having for some days past been temporarily 
attached to the Thirteenth Corps, will remain under Ord’s command. 
Herron will continue to report directly to department headquarters. 
Captain Comstock takes general charge of the siege works on the lines 
of both Lauman and Herron. The siege works here are steadily pro- 
gressing on the right and center, rather in the way of enlargement of 
covered ways and strengthening of the lines than of direct advances. 
On the front of the Thirteenth Corps and the extreme left, our works 
constantly approach those of the enemy. On the right of our center, 
however, an important advantage was this morning gained by General 
Ransom, who during the night pushed his trenches so that at daylight 
his sharpshooters were able to take in reverse the whole right flank of 
the main rebel fort in his front, called Fort Hill. He soon drove out 
the enemy, killing and wounding many, and will be able to crown the 
rebel parapet with his artillery whenever the order is given. The rebels 
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are constructing an interior battery to cover the works they have thus 
virtually lost. Trustworthy advices from Jackson to the 16th show 
that Joe Johnston had withdrawn his troops thence. A few guards 
were all the troops there. As I have before reported, Breckinridge was 
at Clinton. The rebels are endeavoring to establish at Demopolis, on 
the Tombigbee, the gun-carriage factory we burned at Jackson. Ten 
thousand troops from Bragg had passed through that place—re-enforce- 
ments to Joe Johnston. No cavalry was among them nor any heavy 
artillery. 

Weather is hot; thermometer at 95 degrees. The springs from which 
we get water are becoming bad. They are full of lime from decayed 
shells. 

C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


BEHIND VICKSBURG, MISS., June 20, 1863—7 a. m., 
VIA Mempuis, June 23—9 a. m. 
(Received June 26—9.20 a. m.) 


A spy of Admiral Porter, who got into Vicksburg some months ago 
and has served in an engineer company, came out to us last night. He 
reports that enemy have mines in front of Sherman, of Ransom, and of 
Logan. He has worked on that before Sherman. It is made from the 
ditch of the principal fortifications, so that its explosion will leave the 
work unharmed, and extends toward the sap, which is now almost in 
contact with the ditch, there being but about 12 feet between them in 
front of Logan’s position. Of McePherson’s lines he does not know the 
precise position of the mine, but as they talked of exploding it last night, 
he supposes it must be, like the others, outside of the work, which, as 
J have before reported, is on the most commanding height of this whole 
system of defense. On Ransom’s front he is also ignorant of the exact 
position, and cannot say whether the mine covers the position gained 
by Ransom yesterday morning. Ord reports that at noon yesterday 
A. J. Smith had also gained the ditch and would mine. The same spy 
tells us that the garrison, though weak from deficient food and exces- 
sive work, generally determined to hold out to the last. Their corn is 
‘nearly exhausted, and the ration includes a portion of wheaten flour. 
They say they can be starved out, but that the place can never be taken 
otherwise. : 

A private Jetter captured at Lake Providence contains the infor- 
mation, which the writer had from an agent of the Confederate Gov- 
ernment, that Vicksburg has food enough to hold out to August 1. 
General Grant opened at 4 o’clock this morning a general cannonade, 
which is to continue till 10 a.m. We have in position one and a half 
hundred and eighteen guns. There will be no attack unless a special 
opportunity should offer. From Joe Johnston we learn that the troops 
at Yazoo City and the other division this side of Big Black have been 
moved back across toward Clinton, leaving only detachments and a 
body of cavalry on this side. Joe Johnston has also notified CO. ©. 
Washburn, at Haynes’ Bluff, who lately sent a flag of truce by steam- 
boat up Yazoo River to Satartia, that no more flags will be received by 
the river, but that they must come by the front. General Grant is 
doubtful whether these movements of Joe Johnston indicate an attempt 
to avoid Haynes’ Bluff by crossing Big Black near Bridgeport or else- 
where lower down, or whether he is about to attack General Banks at 


; 

1 

] 
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Port Hudson. <A body of Texas troops, about 800, attacked Lake 
Providence on the 10th instant, and were repulsed without much loss on 
either side. An African regiment fought well. 

Have no news of Kirby Smith. An expedition to Deer Creek returned 
to Haynes’ Bluff day before yesterday with 400 cattle, a large number 
of horses and mules, 300 negroes, and 10 or 12 rebel prisoners. There, 
as everywhere else, the country is rich in corn and cattle. McClernand 
left yesterday on his way to Memphis. It appears that ten days ago he 
invited General M. K. Lawler to attend a meeting of officers from his 
corps, at which resolutions commendatory of himself (McClernand) were 
to be passed. Lawler refused, on the ground that it would be a mutin- 
ous proceeding, and does not know whether such a meeting was held. 

; C. A. DANA. 

Hon. EB. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, June 21, 1863—6 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, June 26—9 a. m. 
(Received June 29—2.40 p. m.) 

Artillery attack yesterday from 4 a. m. till 10. a m. vigorously main- 
tained. Besides gunboats enumerated in my last dispatch, Porter had 
two [guns] on flats behind the point, and brought two gunboats close up 
before Vicksburg, making in all about two hundred cannonengaged. The 
result is to settle the question of a further attempt at present to assault 
the place, or to leave its reduction to the regular progress of siege opera- 
tions. During the attack no rebels were visible, nor was any reply made 
to our artillery, their musketry fire also scarcely amounted to anything. 
Of course much damage was done to the buildings of the town by such a 
concentrated cannonade, but we cannot tell whether their mills, foundry, 
or store-houses were destroyed. Their earthworks were, of course, little 
injured. General Grant has ordered of mortars one-fifth of one hundred. 
On Steele’s right, in the bottom, about half a mile in the rear of his 
advance lines, a position has been found from which the entire town is 
seen andcommanded. The earthworks for a heavy and powerful battery 
have been thrown up. Itis intended to put in it the guns of the sunken 
gunboat Cincinnati, which are but little under water and can easily be 
recovered. I may state here that the report that any of them have been 
taken out is false. It will require some days to complete the battery, 
but when it is done all the buildings in the town can be destroyed by 
it. Porter reports to General Grant, on the authority of several desert- 
ers, that 5 or 6 Federal prisoners, black and white, captured by the 
rebels in the recent fight at Milliken’s Bend, were hanged at Delhi in 
the presence of General Taylor and his forces, drawn up in hollow square 
for the purpose. A sergeant of ours, taken by I. F. Harrison’s rebel 
cavalry at Perkins’ plantation, was also hanged. 
; C. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. STaAnrTon, 

Secretary of War. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MISss., June 22, 1863—9 a. m., 
ViA MEMPHIS, June 28—Noon. 
(Received July 1—11 p. m.) 
Joe Johnston’s plan is at lastdeveloped. He began yesterday to throw 
his army across the Big Black at various points above Bridgeport, and 
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principally in the vicinity of Birdsong’s Ferry. A squadron of the 
Fourth Iowa Cavalry had a fight at Bridgeport with about 500 rebel 
horse, and lost 40 or 50 killed, wounded, and captured, besides one 
mountain howitzer. At once on the receipt of this intelligence the 
troops prepared for Sherman here, with the division at Haynes’ Bluff, 
proceeded to move out, and before 11 a. m. to-day all will be at their 
destination on the heights and beyond the bottoms in the headwaters 
of Clear Creek. Johnston must move up mainly by the Benton or Jack- 
son road, which makes a detour from Oak Ridge Post-Office to the norti- 
east, until in the region of his crossing it nearly touches the Big Black ; 
but the greater part of this road winds along very narrow and precipi- 
tous ridges, heavily wooded, where a column cannot deploy, and where 
the advance can easily be checked or its attack repulsed. On this side 
of Oak Ridge, about the head of Clear Creek, there is a broad, open 
region, extensively cultivated, where a great army might deploy and 
fight advantageously—at least on equal terms. The effort of Sherman 
will be to settle the question before Joe Johnston can get to this open 
place. Sherman has in all about 30,000, besides cavalry. General 
Grant holds in readiness to march to re-enforce him five brigades more, 
under A.J. Smith and Herron, while Osterhaus, with one brigade sta- 
tioned at the Vicksburg and Jackson Railroad crossing of Big Black, is 
to join him in case of need. As to the strength that Joe Johnston com- 
mands, we have no new information. If he pushes his advance, a battle 
may be fought to-day or to-morrow. The roads he has before him have 
all been obstructed. 

Nothing to report here except steady progress in the siege. Ord is 
working very hard to bring up the lines where McClernand left them 
behind, but it will take some time to remedy the disorder which that 
ee ae commander produced in every part of the corps he has 

eft. 

Allow me to represent the very great necessity that some first-rate 
officer, with suitable energy, patient in character, should be sent here, 
or found here, to take the place of General J. P. Hawkins, and conduct 
the organization of the African forces. Hawkins is sick, and very prob- 
ably will not again be robust enough to efficiently resume his duties in 
this climate, and the public service is suffering terribly in this most deli- 
cate matter in consequence of his absence. I do not know here an offi- 
cer who could do the duty half as well as he, so that I make nu recom- 
mendation; but none but aman of the very highest qualities can succeed 
in the work. [am happy to report that the sentiment of this army with 
regard to the employment of negro troops has been revolutionized by 
the bravery of the blacks in the recent battle of Milliken’s Bend. Prom- 
inent officers, who used in private to sneer at the idea, are now heartily 
in favor of it. ' 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. EH. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, June 22, 1863—10 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, June 26—9 a. m. 
(Received June 29—5 p. m.) 
Additional information from beyond Big Black confirms my former 
reports. Joe Johnston himself has gone to Jackson, and the forces 


Crap. XXXVI] GENERAL REPORTS. 10% 


hitherto north and northeast of Haynes’ Bluff are now all the other side 
of Big Black, have sent their knapsacks and wagons to Canton, and 
with three days’ cooked rations are moving southward of Vernon. An 
intelligent spy estimates them at three divisions, with one battery only 
to each. The whole operation.is a puzzle here. General Grant has 
ordered a heavy reconnaissance eastward from Haynes’ Bluff, and 
Sherman has a strong force blockading the roads with fallen timber on 
every possible line which might be used for a rear attack on General 
Grant between Haynes’ Bluff and the Jackson Railroad. 

Ord reports that it will require about ten days to bring the siege 
works in his front to the same general efficiency and safety as those of 
McPherson and Sherman. . 

The trenches opened by McOClernand are mere rifle-pits 3 or 4 feet 
wide, and will neither allow the passage of artillery nor the assem- 
blage of any considerable numbers of troops. There are no places for: 
arms of troops, and the batteries are, with scarcely an exception, in 
the position they apparently held when the siege was opened. The 
rifle-pits are also not systematically arranged for the defenses and 
strengthening of each other. This, as Ord reports, is apparently not 
the fault of Lieut. P. C. Hains, the engineer in charge of that part of 
the lines, but is due to the fact that thecorps commanders and generals 
of divisions were not willing to follow his directions, either as to the 
manner of opening the lines of advance or the positions of the batte 
ries to protect those lines. Deserters from within the town report that 
during the bombardment of day before yesterday the whole garrison 
was under arms, expecting an assault, and that the Tennessee and Geor- 
gia regiments which are stationed on the rebel left, in front of Steele, 
were resolved to stack their arms, but their officers urged them to hold 
out, saying among other things that they had rations for a week longer, 
and that it would be disgraceful to surrender as long as they still had 
the meansof defense; besides, it was probable that Joe Johnston would 
relieve them before the end of that period. 

General Grant is sending a flag to Taylor, at Delhi, La., to notify him 
that the Government is bound to protest all its enlisted soldiers, and 
that if he (Taylor) is resolved to hang prisoners of war, the issue must 
be accepted on our side. 

C. A. DANA. 


Hon. BE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MISS., June 24, 1863—10 a. m, 
ViA MEMPHIS, June 28—Noon. 

(Received July 1—11 p. m.) 
The report that Joe Jobnston had crossed Big Black, or was crossing, 
was erroneous. Sherman can find no trace of him. He is still on the 
other side. The siege goes onas usual. Iwas at Herron’s lines yester- 
day. He has pushed them forward with much energy. His rifle-pits 
extend within 150 yards of the enemy, and his batteries are well ad. 
vanced. We have by the gunboat Arizona, of Admiral Farragut’s fleet, 
which arrived at Warrenton yesterday, a report that General Banks 

had taken Port Hudson. No details have reached us. 
C. A. DANA, 


Hon. HE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
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NEAR VICKSBURG, Miss., June 25, 1863—9 a. m., 
Via Mempuis, June 28—11 a. m. 
(Received July 1—10 p. m.) 


We have authentic information from Joe Johnston. He is between 
Canton, Bolton, and Bridgeport, and has made no movement of im- 
portance since that of Loring’s back across the Big Black. The report 
trom the spy of General Grant, which led to the sending out of Sherman 
on the 22d instant, was a mistake, though it must have had some founda- 
tion. Our present accounts indicate 35,000 as about the limit of the 
total troops of Joe Johnston. No new re-enforcements from Bragg have 
come up, so far as we are informed. Pemberton yesterday sent out to 
General Grant 4 men whom he has for several months held as hostages 
for the slaying of a Mr. White while concerned in a guerrilla fight in 
Western Tennessee. Their release indicates the near surrender of 
Vicksburg. The prisoners’ statements agree with our other accounts 
in representing the siege at about an end. From the best intelligence 
we can gain, the supply of food cannot be stretched to last more than a 
week longer. Wheaten and rice flour are now issued for bread. Mean- 
while our siege works are urged forward with great industry, though, 
if there was a better supply of engineer officers, the labor would be 
much more effectively applied. On Sherman’s front everything is ad- 
vancing favorably. McPherson has a mine, with three trenches extend- 
ing 35 feet under the great fort in bis front, which is now being tapped, 
and will probably be exploded before my next dispatch. It is expected 
this will open that fort to our occupation, and as it is the key of the 
rebel line on the eastern side, its possession must in all probability be 
followed by the early submission of the town. On Ord’s front a great 
deal has been accomplished, especially in widening the trenches, con- 
necting them, and making it practicable to move men and artillery 
through them. Ord is devoting his attention particularly to Hovey’s 
approaches, which he thinks offer perhaps the most favorable attack 
in our whole line, but which McClernand has left in great backward- 
ness. A week’s labor will, however, bring them into such a condition 
that Hovey will probably be able’to crown the rebel lines with his 
artillery. 

Next to Hovey is Lauman, who has repeatedly lost pickets, and 
night before last had a lieutenant-colonel and 9 men captured by 
the enemy. Lanman is a brave man, but an ox is just as fit to com- 
mand as he. 

Further on, upon our extreme left, Herron continues to press on with 
zeal. Last night, after a brisk skirmish, he took the last rebel rifle-pits 
outside of their intrenchments, and captured in it a lieutenant and 9 
men. His siege approaches are going forward well, under the direction 
of Captain Comstock, of the Engineers. In front of the town Admiral 
Porter has established on the point behind one of the levees a battery 
of three rifled guns and four smooth-bores, which bears directly on the 
city, and does most effective work. Ample preparation has been made 
in that quarter against an attempt of the garrison to escape by means 
of skiffs, of which we learn they are provided some two thousand or 
more for this purpose. 

The Marine Brigade has gone on an expedition, or rather a reconnais- 
sance, to Delhi. The enemy are endeavoring to cut off the navigation 
of the Mississippi. They have planted a battery of six guns on Catfish 
Point, opposite Greenville, and have annoyed several boats on their way 
down. An expedition leaves to-day to clear them out. The troops are 
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taken from Haynes’ Bluff. The forces under Sherman still remain on 
nee Creek and Bear Creek. No orders to return bave been sent to 
them. 
OC. A. DANA. 
Hon. E. M. Sranvron, 
Secretary of War. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MISS., June 26, 1863—10 a. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, June 29—3 p. m. 
(Received July 1—8.40 p. m.) 

McPherson, yesterday, just before 4 p..m., sprung his mine. It was 
charged with 1,200 pounds of powder, the explosion forming a crater 
about 35 feet in diameter, and carrying away a greater part of the bas- 
tion but not reaching the terre-plein of the fort. The working party of 
one regiment was at once hastened into the opening, and another regi- 
ment was thrown out as sharpshooters to cover them on the east flank of 
the work. Some of our men climbed the parapet with a view of taking 
aim over it at the enemy within, but were obliged to fall back and seek 
protection on the outer slope of the parapet. No attempt was made to 
enter the work through the breach; indeed, even after the explosion, 
the ascent remained so steep that an assault would have encountered 
serious difficulties from that cause alone. Our men remaining on the 
outer slope, as I have said, were obliged to fire very much at random, 
but the rebels had no better chance at them. The object of our work- 
ing party was to prepare places for cannon, and also to dig rifle-pits 
behind the crest of the parapet. 

The enemy very soon opened a galling fire from shells with short fuses, 
thrown over the ridge by hand-like grenades. To this we replied as 
actively as possible, and this conflict between parties invisible to each 
other, not only on account of the darkness, but also on account of the 
barrier between them, was kept up with fury during the night, and still 
continues up to this hour. We have made no progress in the work 
whatever, and have not been able either to plant a battery or open a 
rifle-pit, or even to ascertain what is the real practical value of the fort 
of which we have just got possession of one corner, and cannot tell 
whether the adjoining works are or are not enfiladed against fire from 
it. Our loss since the explosion to this hour is from 60 to 100 killed 
and wounded, including 2 lieutenant-colonels and 1 major. 

Immediately on the springing of the mine a tremendous cannonade 
was opened along our whole line, accompanied by active firing from 
the rifle-pits. This fire was continued with little relaxation during the 
night, and is still maintained with vigor. The siege works in front of 
Sherman are the most advanced, but have been delayed for two or 
three days by the effort to find a mine which the enemy, starting from 
the counter-scarp and working from the ditch, has run under our lines. 

General Grant this morning sent for Steele, who is in command there 
during Sherman’s absence up Big Black, and directed him to push his 
approach with the utmost energy, and endeavor to crown the work to- 
day, if possible. F. Steele says 1t cannot be done before to-morrow. 
Similar orders have been sent to Ord, and every means will be taken to 
prevent the enemy from concentrating against McPherson. Steele’s 
pickets, on the Mississippi, just above the wreck of the sunken gunboat 
Cincinnati, yesterday captured a rebel mail-carrier attempting to make 
his way through the Yazoo bottoms. Among his letters was one from 
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General M. L. Smith and one from Major [W. T.] Withers, chief of artil- 
lery in Vicksburg. They contained no facts of moment except the settled 
and desperate expedient of the speedy surrender of the place. All these 
letters agreed in saying that they were on short rations—on quarter 
pound of bacon daily, with bread of wheat and rice mixed. The de- 
serters who came out yesterday report that surrendering is the topic 
most discussed. The majority, however, of the troops appear to be for 
fighting to the last. Several of the letters I have spoken of say that 
they shall eat their horses and mules before they give up. General 
Dennis, commanding at Young’s Point, has thoroughly picketed the river 
front of Vicksburg (on the Louisiana side, of course), and began yes- 
terday to keep the people from procuring water from the Mississippi by 
the fire of his sharpshooters. This he was also able to do to a great 
extent during the night. The rebels fired their water batteries at him, 
but up to this morning their shells have done him no damage. . 

The officers whom General Grant sent over into Louisiana on the 22d 
with a flag of truce for General R. Taylor returned this morning. They 
penetrated as far as Delhi, where they found an inconsiderable body 
of Taylor’s forces, and delivered their dispatches, to which no answer 
had yet been received. The officers they met denied positively that any 
of our soldiers or officers, black or white, have been hanged or are likely 
to be hanged. The white men, however, are held as hostage in some 
way, and the negroes have been handed over to the State authorities, 
by whom they will probably be sold. These statements may,.of course, 
be modified by the official reply of Taylor, which is to be forwarded at 
once. Our officers got the impression that Taylor is at Alexandria. 
They say that all parties with whom they conversed, citizens and sol- 
diers, manifest great dismay at the idea of our arming negroes, which 
they suppose must be followed by insurrection with all its horrors. No 
news from Joe Johnston since my last. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. EK. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


— 


NEAR VICKSBURG, June 27, 1863—9 a. mn., 
VIA MEMPHIS, July 1—4 p. m. 
(Received July 3—1.55 p. m.) 

Spy from Canton, 25th, arrived at Haynes’ Bluff on 26th. Troops of 
Joe Johnston (35,000) under marching orders ; Joe Johnston personally 
in command; 10,000 from Bragg, viz, 5,000 from Polk and 5,000 from 
Hardee’s corps, now on their way; will re-enforce Joe Johnston on or 
before 30th. Never saw so extensive a wagon train as that accumulat- 
ing at Canton; mules all in good order; artillery very numerous, but 
of mixed sizes and characters. Whole body will move to attack Sher- 
man early next week, just as soon as re-enforcements from the east 
arriye. All are zealous for fight; conscripts numerous in their ranks. 
They bring corn by rail from the country south of Grenada. I was at 
Sherman’s camp, on Bear Creek, yesterday afternoon, and found his 
amazing activity and vigilance pervading his whole force. The country 
is exceedingly favorable for defense, and he hasoccupied the command- 
ing points; opened rifle-pits wherever they will add to his advantage ; 
obstructed the cross-roads and most of the direct roads also, and ascer- 
tained every point where the Big Black can be forded between the line 
of Benton, on the north, and the line of railroad, on the south. By rapid 
movements of his forces, also, and by deploying them on all the ridges 
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and open headlands, he produces the impression that his forces are ten 
times as numerous as they really are. He has moved but one division 
from Haynes’ Bluff, and has General Parke’s corps still encamped at 
Milldale, in front. of Haynes’ Bluff, where it was placed on its first arrival. 
His right, under Osterhaus, still rests on the railroad bridge across the 
Big Black. Scouts before mentioned say that Price and E. Kirby Smith 
combined are about to attempt to provision Vicksburg by way of Milli- 
ken’s Bend, which they will try to capture. A vast number of small 
boats have lately been prepared in Vicksburg. Of the siege, there is 
nothing of importance to report since my last dispatch. McPherson has 
not yet succeeded in placing batteries or rifle-pits in the breach made 
by the explosion of the 25th. He is now busily engaged in mining the 
adjoining fort on the left of the one whose bastion he then blew up. 
Rockets were thrown up in Vicksburg last night and night before last, 
and they were answered from a point on the Louisiana side opposite 
Warrenton. 
O. A. DANA, 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MISS., June 28, 1863—9 a. m., 
ViA MEMPHIS, July 1—4 p. m. 
eer, (Received July 3—11 a. m.) 
No progress has been made in the siege since my last dispatch. On 
Sherman’s front, enemy yesterday morning sprung a mine, which de- 
stroyed those Sherman’s engineers had nearly finished, and threw the 
head of his sap into confusion generally. The engineers have gone back 
some 50 feet to run a new mine under the fort. The gully will not be less 
than one and a quarter hundred feet in length, and will require several 
days to complete. On McPherson’s front nothing has been accom- 
plished. An attempt is now being made to raise a cavalier work on 
the parapet of the crater formed by the recent explosion. Sand-bags 
are to be laid up, if possible, with loop holes for sharpshooters, and 
short rifle-pits dug on each flank, with the design of driving the enemy 
from the interior of the fort; but this effort is of doubtful success, for 
the enemy maintain a most obstinate defense, and with their hand- 


grenades render it difficult for our working parties to remain in the 


erater at all. The wounds inflicted by those missiles are frightful. The 
working parties of Ord are also getting near enough to be checked by 
hand-grenades, while Lauman, while farther from the rebel lines, is 
almost nightly assailed by little sorties of the enemy. He loses one or 
two men every night, and sometimes more, generally by carelessness, 
and lately had one of his rifle-pits filled up by a party that made a dash 
upon him. Herron, too, has been stopped for the last two nights by 


_ the brightness of the moonlight, which has enabled the enemy to fire at 


his men on fatigue duty. The heat of the weather, the unexpected 
length of the siege, the absence of any thorough organization of the 
engineer department, and the general belief of our officers and men that 
the town must presently fall into our hands without any special effort or 
sacrifice, all conspire to produce comparative inactivity and inefficiency 
on our part. 

Captain Prime, chief engineer of the department, went north yester- 
day, very sick. Captain Comstock succeeds him as chief engineer. 
Captain [Miles D.] McAlester arrived yesterday ; succeeds Comstock in 
charge of the lines of Ord, Lauman, and Herron, while Comstock, in 


112 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. [Cuar, XXXVI. 


addition to his general duties, is to take charge of those of McPherson 
and Sherman. There is still a lamentable deficiency of engineer officers. 
No further news from Joe Johnston. It is certain that he is waiting 
only for his new re-enforcements from Bragg. His attack will be made 
immediately on their arrival. We have no details of the late operations 
of General Banks. The report of his success, which I telegraphed the 
other day as brought by a gunboat, was certainly false. Admiral Porter 
has alater report that the second assault has, like the first, been disas- 
trously repulsed, but how true it is no one here can tell. 
C. A. DANA. 

Hon. EK. M. STANTON, 

: Secretary of War. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, June 29, 1863—9 a. m., _ 
ViA MEMPHIS, July 1—10 p. m. 
(Received July 4—8 p. m.) 


Two separate parties of deserters from Vicksburg agree in the state- 
ment that the provisions of the place are near the point of total ex- 
haustion ; that rations have now been reduced lower than ever; that 
extreme dissatisfaction exists among the garrison, and that it is agreed 
on all hands that the city will be surrendered on Saturday, July 4, if, 
indeed, it can hold on so long as that. Col. C. R. Woods, who holds our 
extreme right on the Mississippi, has got out five of the thirteen guns 
of the sunken gunboat Cincinnati, and this morning opens three of them 
from batteries on the bluff. The others, including those still in the 
vessel, he will place as rapidly as possible in a battery he has con- 
structed on the river half a milein the rear of his lines. Though this 
battery has no guns in it, yet the enemy has been firing its heaviest 
ordnance at it for several days past, and has done to the embrasures 
some little damage, easily repairable. It commands the whole face of 
the town. On McPherson’s front a new mine is now nearly completed, 
and will at furthest be ready to spring at daylight to-morrow. It is 
intended to destroy internal rifle-pits with which the rebels still hold 
the fort whose bastion was overthrown by McPherson’s former mine. 
If successful, it will give us complete possession of that fort, as the 
narrowness of the ridge on which it stands and the abruptness of the 
ravine behind it made it impossible that it should be defended by any 
third line in the rear of that now being undermined. The new line in 
Sherman’s front will probably not be ready so soon, but the engineer’s 
morning report has not been made. No news from Joe Johnston. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. EH. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, Miss., June 30, 1863—2 p. m., 
VIA MEMPHIS, Juby 5. 
(Received July 8—9.20 a. in.) 

General Grant this morning held a council of war with his army corps 
commanders to take their judgment on the question of trying another 
general assault, or leaving the result to the exhaustion of the garrison. 
The conclusion of the council was in favor of the latter policy, and as 
General Grant had himself previously strongly inclined to that course, 
it will, no doubt, be adhered to. 
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Captain Comstock, chief engineer, reports to-day that in the present 
condition of the siege works, and the indisposition of the troops to work 
zealously in the trenches, it will require at least a fortnight to take the 
place by that means only; still, it is possible that the explosion of a 
new mine, now nearly finished, in the tort on McPherson’s center, and 
another mine, under the rifle-pits on the front of Ransom, who holds 
McPherson’s right, may give us advantages that will expedite the catas- 
“weiae The first of these mines will be sprung within twenty-four 

ours. 

I visited yesterday the front of Vicksburg on the Louisiana side. 
There are six guns of various calibers planted opposite the town, mostly 
in the railroad embankment. About De Soto the batteries are badly 
coustructed, and the guns are exposed to a converging fire from the 
heavy artillery of the rebels, but the town is there so completely ex- 
posed to us that, though our guns are only fired occasionally, they are 
quite effective. Two 12-pounder howitzers are kept masked against a 
possible attempt of the enemy to escape in that direction, and one regi- 
ment of infantry is kept on picket. It is not true that our sharpshooters 
prevent the rebels from getting water. 

A rebel force, said to be 6,000 men, with two guns, attacked General 
H. T. Reid at Lake Providence on the 28th, and was repulsed. Reid 
had three regiments of white troops. The rebels took the way down 
river, devastating the plantations. No signs of an attack from Joe 
Johnston. General Sherman still remains about Bear Creek, waiting 
and preparing. , 

CG. A. DANA. 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, July 2, 1863—10 a. m., 
ViA MEMPHIS, July 5—10.30 a. m. 
(Received July 8—9 a. m.) 

We have no positive information concerning Joe Johnston. All of 
General Grant’s and General Sherman’s scouts concur in saying that 
the main body of his army remains in the same position, between Can- 
ton, Vernon, Brownsville, and Bolton. Day before yesterday a report 
was received from some cavalry outpost, who crossed the Big Black at 
Hall’s Ferry, penetrated 5 miles on the other side, and learned from in- 
habitants that a force, variously estimated from 1,200 to 12,000, had 
pushed down the Rocky Springs road. Yesterday a squadron of the 
Fifteenth Illirois Cavalry had a skirmish with a body of the enemy at 
Hankinson’s Ferry. He drove them back and made their way across 
to this side. The number of this force is reckoned at about 200. M. K. 
Lawler’s brigade marched from here last night to look after them. 
McPherson yesterday exploded a second mine under the main fort in 
his front. Six rebels were thrown into our lines by the explosion; all 
dead but one, a negro. The right flank fort was cleared off by it, so 
that Ransom’s shells had free way into the work. Many rebels were 
killed, but McPherson has not yet got possession of the fort. In the 


- absence of ordinary mortars, he has constructed several of wood, throw- 


ing 12-pounder shells effectively. . 
On Ord’s front the enemy have exploded a mine before a sap of ours, 


doing us no damage, but giving us the advantage of carrying the trench 


into the crater. Orders have been given to abandon all attempts to 
push forward saps with a view of entering the euemy’s works by that 
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means, and to devote the labor of working parties to widening the cov- 
ered ways and carrying thgm as near the rebel lines as practicable, in 
order to afford cover for storming columns. ‘ 

The reports of deserters generally agree that the town 1s to be sur- 
rendered on the 4th instant. They also say that mule meat is issued to 
the garrison, though some report that flour and bacon are both plenty. 
If enemy do not give up Vicksburg before 6th instant, it will be stormed 
on that day. From Milliken’s Bend, E. 8. Dennis reports that the rebel 
force, about 7,000 strong, which recently appeared at Lake Providence, 
have come down as far as Goodrich’s, 15 miles above Milliken’s Bend, 
destroying plantations, burning all the buildings, and carrying off some 
negroes. The weather is hot; thermometer at noon above 100 degrees. 

C. A. DANA. 

Hon. H. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MIss., July 4, 1863. 


Vicksburg has capitulated. Yesterday General Grant received the 
following letter: 


HEADQUARTERS, Vicksburg, July 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding United States Forces: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to propose to you an armistice for hours, with a 
view to arranging terms for the capitulation of Vicksburg. To this end, if agreeable 
to you, I will appoint three commissioners to meet a like number, to be named by your- 
self, at such place and hour to-day as you may find convenient. 

I make this proposition to save the further effusion of blood, which must otherwise 
be shed to a frightful extent, feeling myself fully able to maintain my position for a 
yet indefinite period. 

This communication will be handed you under flag of truce by Maj. Gen. J. S. Bowen. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 


Lieutenant-General. 


To this Grant replied as follows: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARIMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
In the Field, near Vicksburg, July 3, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, §¢.: 

GENERAL: Your note of this date is just received, proposing an armistice for several 
hours, for the purpose of arranging terms of capitulation through commissioners to be 
Rae &e. 

he useless effusion of blood you propose stopping by. this course can be ended at 
any time you may choose, by an unconditional surrender of the city and garrison. 
Men who have shown so much endurance and courage as those now in Vicksburg will 
always challenge the respect of an adversary, and I can assure you will be treated with 
all the respect due to prisoners of war. 


I do not favor the proposition of appointing commissioners to arrange terms of capi- 
tulation, because I have no terms other than those indicated above. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


Bowen, the bearer of Pemberton’s letter, was received by General A. 
J.Smith. He expressed a strong desire to converse with General Grant, 
and accordingly Grant, while declining this, requested General Smith 
to say that if General Pemberton desired to see him, an interview would 
be granted between the lines in McPherson’s front at any hour in the 
afternoon which Pemberton might appoint. A message was soon sent 
back to Smith, appointing 3 o’clock as the hour. Grant was there with 
his staff and with Generals Ord, McPherson, Logan, and A. J. Smith. 
Pemberton came late, attended by General Bowen and Colonel [L. M.] 


Cuar. XXXVI] GENERAL REPORTS, 115 


Montgomery. He was much excited, and was impatient in his answer 
to Grant. The conversation was held apart between Pemberton and his 
officers, and Grant, McPherson, and A. J. Smith. The rebels insisted 
on being paroled and allowed to march beyond our lines here, officers 
and all, with eight days’ rations, drawn from their own stores, officers 
to retain their private property and body servants. Grant heard what 
they had to say, and left them at the end of an hour and a half, saying 
that he would send in his ultimatum in writing before evening ; to which 
Pemberton promised to reply before night, hostilities to cease in the 
mean time. Grant then conferred at his headquarters with his corps 
and division commanders, all of whom, except Steele, who advised to 
unconditional surrender, favored a plan proposed by McPherson, and 
which Grant finally adopted. The argument against the plan was one 
of feeling only. In its favor was urged that it would at once demoralize 
Grant’s whole army for offensive operations, while to guard and trans- 
port so many prisoners would require a great portion of its strength. 
Keeping them would also absorb all our steamboat transportation, while 
paroling them would leave it free to move our troops. Paroling would 
also save us an enormous expenditure. After long consideration, Gen- 
eral Grant reluctantly gave way to these reasons, and at 6 p. m. sent 
the following letter by the hands of General Logan and Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Wilson: 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, July 3, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Vicksburg, Miss.: 

GENERAL: In conformity withagreement of this afternoon, I will submit the follow- 
ing proposition for the surrender of the city of Vicksburg, public stores, &c.: 

On your accepting the terms proposed, I will march in one division as a guard and 
take possession at 8 a. m. to-morrow. As soon as rolls can be made out, and paroles 
signed by officers and men, you will be allowed to march out of our lines, the officers 
taking with them their side-arms and clothing, and the field, staff, and cavalry officers 
one horse each. The rank and file will be allowed all their clothing, but no other 
property. If these conditions are accepted, any amount of rations you may deem 
necessary can be taken from the stores you now have, and also the necessary cooking 
utensils for preparing them. Thirty wagons also, counting two two-horse or mule 
teams as one, will be allowed to transport such articles as cannot be carried along. 

The same conditions will be allowed to all sick and wounded officers and soldiers 
as fast as they become able to travel. 

The paroles for these latter must be signed, however, while officers are present 
authorized to sign the roll of prisoners. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


The officers who received this letter stated that it would be impossible 
to answer it by night, and it was not till a little before peep of day that 
_ the proposed reply was furnished : 

HEADQUARTERS, Vicksburg, July 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, Commanding United States Forces, §0.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commuuication of 
this date, proposing terms of capitulation for this garrison and post. — 

In the main your terms are accepted, but in justice both to the honor and spirit of 

my troops, manifested in the defense of Vicksburg, I have the honor to submit the 
following amendments, which, if acceded to by you, will perfect the agreement be- 
-tween us: 
‘At 10a. m. to-morrow I propose to evacuate the works in and around Vicksburg, 
and to surrender the city and garrison under my command, by marching out with 
my colors and arms, stacking them in front of my present lines, after which you will 
take possession. Officers to retain their side-arms and personal property, and the 
rights and property of citizens to be respected. _ 

~ Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

icon eae J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General. 
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To this General Grant immediately replied as follows: 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
: r Before Vicksburg, Miss., July 4, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. P&EMBERTON, } 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Vicksburg, Miss : 


Genera: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
July 3. The amendment proposed by youcannot be acceded to in full. It will be neces- 
sary to furnish every officer and man with a parole signed by himself, which, with 
the completion of the rolls of prisoners, will necessarily take some time. 

Again, Lcan make no stipulations with regard to the treatment of citizens and their 
private property. While I do not propose to cause them any undue annoyance or 
loss, I cannot consent to leave myself under any restraint by stipulations. The prop- 
erty which officers will be allowed to take with them will be as stated in my proposi- 
tion of last evening; that is, ofticers will be allowed their private baggage and side- 
arms, and mounted officers one horse each. 

If you mean by your proposition for each brigade to march to the front of the lines 
now occupied by it, and stack arms at 10 a. m., and then return to the inside, and 
there remain as prisoners until properly paroled, I will make no objection to it. 

Should no notification be received of your acceptance of my terms by 9 a. m., I shall 
regard them as having been rejected, and shall act accordingly. Should these terms 
be accepted, white flags should be displayed along your lines, to prevent such of my 
troops as may not have been notified from firing upon your men. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


To this the subjoined answer has this moment been received : 


HEADQUARTERS, Vicksburg, Miss., July 4, 1863. 
. Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, 
Commanding United States Forces, §e¢.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
this day, and in reply to say that the terms proposed by you are accepted. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General. 
All preparations for occupying the town are completed. In an hour 
it will be in our possession. In anticipation of this result, orders were © 
yesterday given to Sherman to prepare to cross Big Black and strike 
at Johnston. Jn addition to the forces previously under his command, 
he takes from the lines here the remainder of the Thirteenth and Fif- 
teenth Army Corps. These move out instantly by way of the rail- 
road bridge, while Sherman has built bridges at Messinger’s Ford and 
Birdsong Ferry. They all march light, with provisions of hard bread, 
coffee, and sugar and salt only. Sherman is restricted by no special 
instructions, except that he is to destroy railroads, bridges, and crops. 
Alexander Ross, lawyer, of Magnolia, Columbia County, Arkansas, con- 
script In the rebel army, deserted to us recently at Lake Providence, 
reports the existence of a strong Union feeling in all parts of that State. 
Union men, including many large slaveholders, are organized in secret, 
societies, with watchwords and passes, in Montgomery, Clarke, Hemp- 
stead, Calhoun, Bradley, and Columbia Counties. There have been 
fights between these societies and Confederate troops with various re- 
sults. Where the former have been defeated, they have generally been 
hanged without trial. Among the conscripts ip Marmaduke’s and 
Tabbat’s [J. C. Tappan’s?] troops are many of these secret Unionists. 
He also reports that in Arkansas the Confederates have, under Ster- 
ling Price, sixteen regiments, in four brigades, commanded by Parsons 
Fagan, Frost, and McRae, averaging 400 men to each regunent, with 
one brigade of 1,500 conscripts and civilians, under General Cabell. 
There is also under Marmaduke a brigade of 1,500 cavalry poorly 
mounted, and armed with shot-guns. Si! : 
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Of ‘artillery, Price has in all four batteries, of four guns each. In 
Louisiana are three brigades of Texans, two of which are commanded 
by Randal and McCulloch, and one brigade of Arkansians, under Tab- 
bat [Tappan ?]. These four brigades count together 5,000 men. There 
is also a cavalry brigade, under Parsons, of 1,600 men; artillery, four 
batteries, of four guns each, and Richard Taylor’s division, headquar- 
ters Alexandria, 4,000 men. 

Thas, according to Mr. Ross, Kirby Smith’s whole force is little more 
than 20,000 effective men. Powder, he says, is manufactured at Arka- 
delphia ; other ammunition at Camden, on the Washita. Both places 
are very lightly garrisoned. The number of negroes carried oft from 
the leased plantations in Louisiana is 400. 

CO. A. DANA. 

Hon. EK. M. STANTON. 


a 


No. 4. 


Reports of Capt. Frederick E. Prime, U. 8. Corps of Engineers, Chief 
Tingineer, of operations January 30-May 4. 


STEAMER MAGNOLIA, 
Camp opposite Vicksburg, Miss., January 30, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith tracing of point op- 
posite Vicksburg. The dotted line at the entrance of the canal shows the 
new lirection so as to correspond with the course of the current. Ground 
was broken to-day. To-morrow I shall try and dam the canal at the point 
marked, not having any levels but such as used by masons. Ishall then 
be enabled to obtain the approximate difference of level’between the water 
level at the entrance and exit of the canal. At present it is variously 
estimated from 28 inches to 3 feet. The velocity, as roughly measured 
to-day by using a floating body, was 422 feet in two minutes. I shall 
commence making a few fascines and gabions to-morrow. There is dif- - 
ficulty in procuring proper materials for withes and for gabions in the 
immediate neighborhood. 

Should circumstances require the expedition to remain here for some 
length of time, and the river continues to rise, there will be much trouble 
from the backwater in the swamps coming from the crevasses in the 
levee. There is a crevasse above here, as shown on the map, which in 
a few days will probably be repaired. About 24 miles above the mouth 
of the Yazoo River there is another and more troublesome crevasse, 
which I have not been able to examine, nor have I any person to send. 
There is also another crevasse some 10 or 12 miles below here. The earth 
from the new entrance to the canal will be used on the east side to form 
a species of levee connecting with the old levee, in order to prevent the 
current (in case it should show a tendency to cut) from expending itself 
on the low land outside of the levee when the old levee is passed. The 
levee, as stated in my previous letter, is being constructed on the west 
side, in order to prevent the camping-ground from being inundated. 

I shall continue to give the Department all information that I can 
obtain in connection with the engineer part of the expedition. As I 
have no meansor time to keep copies of my letters, any repetitions must 
be laid to that cause. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK EH. PRIME, 
; Captain of Engineers. 
Brig. Gen. JoSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Chief Engineer of the Army, Washington, D. C. 
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STEAMER MAGNOLIA, 
Camp opposite Vicksburg, February 1, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have to acknowledge receipt of Department letter of 
January 23 and telegram of January 28. The canal was closed yester- 
day afternoon by a dam of corn-sacks, filled with earth, resting against 
a wooden framework. No difficulty was experienced. Leveling shows 
the difference of level of the water at the two ends of the canal to be 2.62 
feet. Another trial of the velocity yesterday gave three minutes for 422 
feet, the same distance as mentioned in a previous letter to have been 
performed in two minutes. What causes the discrepancy I am unable 
‘o say. The river is still rising. Captain Jenney reports 6 inches rise 
in last twenty-four hours, as opposed to 5 inches in previous twenty- 
four hours. Captain Kossak (from Corinth) reported here for duty to- 
day. He says the works there should be completed within ten or twelve 
days if the men work well. He complains of want of energy and in- 
difference on the part of the contrabands. When the present works are 
completed, there will still remain two or more large reserve magazines 
to be constructed near the brick seminary. The map of Corinth (our 
works, the rebel works, and our approaches) is completed, and will 
shortly be sent to General Cullum through the Department. A trace 
copy will be retained here for reference. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK E. PRIME, 
Captain of Engineers. 


Brig. Gen. JosEPH G. ToTTEN, Chief Engineer of the Army. 


STEAMER MAGNOLIA, 
Opposite Vicksburg, February 9, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report as follows with respect to opera- 
tions in my charge at this point: The water is still rising at the rate 
of 24 inches per twenty-four hours for past two days. A dam has been 
erected at each point where the canal crosses the levee. The water in the 
intermediate space will be let out into the swamps and low grounds as 
soon as the camps south of the railroad and west of the canal have been 
entirely removed, which, I trust, will be to-morrow. This will render 
it practicable to remove the stumps and trees now in the canal, and to 
widen and deepen the canal to the necessary dimensions. A frame is 
being sunk in the excavation for the new entrance. It has reached a 
depth of 6 feet below the surface, and stiff clay is the material now en- 
countered. The water seeps in so that at present the excavation in the 
new entrance cannot be pushed deeper than about 4 feet on an average. 
The well formed by the frame and sheet-piling is to be used for drain- 
ing the canal, by large steam-pump ram—a steamer belonging to the 
Navy; one has an 11-inch discharge and the other 18-inch. But few 
soldiers are at present employed, on account of shifting camps, building 
roads, &c., and the delays which have prevented the canal from being 
emptied. Five hundred and fifty contrabands are now here and are 
employed on the new entrance of the canal. The work on the canal 
between the levees will most probably be assigned to the details fur- 
nished by the troops. With fair weather and strong working parties, 
there is a fair prospect of obtaining satisfactory results. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK E. PRIME, 
Captain of Engineers. 


Brig. Gen. Josepu G. ToTTEN, Chicf Engineer of the Army. 
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STEAMER MAGNOLIA, 
Opposite Vicksburg, February 16, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Department 
letter of February 5, with respect to funds applied for. The water 
in the river has been very nearly at the same level since my last letter. 
Work on the new entrance is progressing; this work is done by contra- 
bands. Between the levees but little work has been done as yet by the 
troops, on account of the bad weather for the past two days. The 
water in the canal has been drawn off by a cut leading into the low 
ground to the westward; it is now about 7 feet below the level of the 
water in the river. 

Colonel Bissell’s engineer regiment, which arrived yesterday, will 
be employed extracting the stumps in the present canal, and also in 
the proposed enlargement, and in clearing a channel of 200 feet in 
width through the lowest part of the swamps and low ground between 
the canal and crevasse at Johnson’s plantation. The water-marks on 
the trees are 10 feet above the soil, and even now it is probable a depth 
of from 5 to 6 feet could be obtained by allowing the river to flow into 
these bottoms. This new channel would be tried in case too heavy a 
fire should be brought to bear by the rebel batteries on the present out- 
let of the canal. A few shells and shot have been thrown about 100 
yards north of the lower levee from batteries above and below the out- 
let of the canal; there is, therefore, a cross-fire, though as yet there is 
nothing to indicate the existence of an enfilading battery. 

Mr. Halleck, engineer clerk, who leaves to-day for Memphis, will, on 
his arrival,forward by Adams Express to the Department the original 
map of Corinth, our approaches, and the enemy’s works. He will also 
transmit at the same time all weekly reports connected with the works 
at Corinth and Memphis. To complete the record with respect to the 
works at Corinth, I have directed Captain Kossak to draw up a memoir 
thereon, extending up to his first weekly report. : 

I have experienced much difficulty in making the necessary surveys 
at Memphis and Corinth, for want of proper instruments. I have, there- 
fore, to request that a surveyor’s compass and tripod, a level and tripod, 
and three pocket compasses may be sent to me by the engineer agent 
at New York, through Adams Express. I shall on receipt of the level 
be able to farnish the references of interior crests of works at Corinth 
and prominent points in the neighborhood, which will render the draw- 
ing complete. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK EH. PRIME, 
Captain of Engineers. 


Brig. Gen. JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Chief Engineer of the Army. 


STEAMER MAGNOLIA, 
Opposite Vicksburg, February 21, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that we have had but two 
days favorable for work since my letter of the 16th (the 19th and 20th). 
To-day it is again raining. The troops are at work on the part of the 
canal assigned to them. The steam pump was started on the 19th, and 
answers well in keeping the new entrance of the canal clear of water, 
It is only worked to one-half of its capacity, and even then is sucking 
most of the time. Colonel Bissell’s engineer regiment, with the ex- 
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ception of two companies under command of Major Tweeddale, has 


been sent to Lake Providence, for duty under Major-General MePher- 
son. The companies here are employed extracting stumps, and will 
put up the steam dredge daily expected. Another steam dredge, or- 
dered here, will be used at Lake Providence, if needed. By direction of 
the major-general commanding, nothing will be done at present toward 
cutting the proposed opening through the woods in the bottoms toward 
Johnson’s Bayou or Crevasse. The water is falling. The fall for the 
past three days has averaged between 1 and 2inches. Captain Kossak, 
on examination of batteries opposite the outlet of the canal, reports 
three—one in casemate, nearly enfilading the canal. None of these 
batteries have opened as yet, and from appearances they would seem 
to have but one gun in each. Lieutenant Lochbibler’s company is em- 
ployed, when the weather is favorable, in preparing gabions and fas- 
cines. We have one hundred and twenty of the latter and some thirty 
of the former; these are made from vines, which are in great abundance. 
As soon as practicable, frames for magazines and timber for casemates 
will be provided. No instructions with respect to the construction of 
batteries have as yet been received. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK KE. PRIME, 
Captain of Engineers. 
Brig. Gen. JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, Chief Engineer of the Army. 


[P. S.] —Fall of river at Memphis reported as over 6 feet. 


STEAMER MAGNOLIA, 
Opposite Vicksburg, March 1, 1863, 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report as follows with respect to oper- 
ations on canal since my last, of 21st instant [ultimo]: 22d and 23d, little 
or nothing done—rain ; 24th, 25th, and part of 26th, at work—favor- 
able weather; 27th and 28th, no work—rain, and water high. To-day 
is a fine day; wind from northwest, and mud drying rapidly. No 
work outside of the main levees, on account of high water and the river 
still rising. The dams outside of levees have been overflowed, and 
pump cannot work. One steam dredge is here, and will go to work to- 
morrow. There are over 1,000 contrabands here. The six-gun battery 
below mouth of canal is progressing favorably, and, I trust, will: be 
ready for the guns in about three days. Shall send by to-day’s mail, 
under separate envelope, tracing of map of Vicksburg and neighbor- 
hood, prepared by Captain Pitzman,* General Sherman’s topographical 
officer. 


, 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK E. PRIME, 
Captain of Engineers. 


Brig. Gen. Josepu G. ToTTEN, Chief Engineer of the Army. 


STEAMER MAGNOLIA, 
Opposite Vicksburg, March 11, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith Captain Jenney’s 
report for month of February, and Lieutenant [I. G.] Kappner’s report 
for week ending March 1.t 


*To appear in Atlas, +t Omitted as unimportant. 
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Since my report of March 1, an order was issued requiring half the 
effective force of each regiment to work on the canal for twenty-four hours 
each day. The work was progressing very satisfactorily, when, on the 
morning of the 7th, the upper dam gave way. The opening in the canal 
levee which had been used to drain the water was still open, and there was 
consequently a heavy rush of water at this point, which it was found im- 
possible to stop. This opening is now about 150 feet wide, double its 
original width. The condition of the canal is at present as follows: 
Between upper main levee and railroad, mostly dug out to required 
width, and about six or eight stumps in the canal; the canal levee is above 
water of river 18 inches. There was reason to fear a break in this levee, 
where it joins the main levee, but at present there need be no apprehen- 
sion on that score. Between railroad and lower main levee all of the 
canal to full width; four to six trees and from twelve to fifteen stumps 
in canal; levee for about half its length in good order, and grade 18 
inches above level of water in the river; balance from 12 to 18 inches 
below grade, and levee not strong enough. Two dredges are at work 
in new entrance, making channel 11 feet deep. 

By direction of the general commanding, endeavors are being made 
to cut off the influx of water on the upper side of the upper main levee, 
by using barges filled with dirt and by using the dredges. 

A pile-driver and machine for cutting trees under water are expected 
daily from Memphis; also additional grain sacks. Iam very doubtful of 
closing the upper entrance, but think that by driving piles across the 
break in the canal levee, using grain bags, and then the dredges, the 
opening in the canal levee can be closed. The dredges can then enlarge 
and raise the levee between railroad and lower levee, where there always 
has been difficulty in obtaining material for the levee. The battery has 
been completed with the exception of the magazines. No work is being 
done on it at present, owing to the difficulty of reaching it. 

Two orders, sent herewith,* show the proposed organization of pioneer 
companies in this department. When carried into effect, it will enable 
me to dispense with the contrabands now under my immediate charge, 
and I shall only retain Company I, Thirty-fifth Missouri Volunteers, 
which has done all the special work on the batteries at Corinth and 
the new battery here. This company and the necessary working par- 
nes at Fort Pickering will be all that will remain under my immediate 
charge. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK EB. PRIME, 
Captain of Engineers. 
Brig. Gen. Josppn G. TorrEen, Chief Engineer of the Army. 


P, 8.—The dredges work well, and will remove all obstructions in the 
canal; another is expected daily. The water is still rising to-day, though 
slowly, notwithstanding the water drawn from the river at Yazoo Pass 
and also into Bayou Macon at the Arkansas line. 


— 


STEAMER MAGNOLIA, 
Young’s Point, La., March 19, 1868. 
GENERAL : Since my report of the 11th instant concerning the canal, 
an attempt was made to stop the flow of water into the canal. This 
was done by making a dam where necessary, by means of the dredges, 


* Omitted. . 
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around the opening through the main levee and some distance above 
it, leaving a gap to the east of canal entrance and perpendicular to main 
levee, which was to be closed by a large barge filled with earth. It was 
attempted to put this barge in place on the 14th, but the effort was not 
successful, the posts yielding and some of the lines breaking. The 
barge brought up against one of the dredges which had been placed 
within the dam for work on the canal. During the night, as there was 
danger the dredge would be sunk, the remaining lines were cut. Next 
day, as the current from the opening left for the barge was cutting 
through the canal levee, endeavors were made to change the course of 
this current by reopening the communication with the new entrance. 
This proved sufficient to throw the point of impact lower down, and, as 
the canal levee is being revetted with planks, &c., it will probably not 
be cut through. 

One of the dredges has been employed strengthening the canal levee 
in the vicinity of the opening previously mentioned. This has drawn 
the fire of the enemy’s heavy guns in prolongation of the canal, which 
reaches nearly to the railroad. 

This greatly increased range of the enemy’s artillery, and the number 
of their shot that fall in the canal, will probably render it necessary to 
alter the direction of the canal below railroad. As soon as any decision 
is made, I will notify the Department. 

As the work on the canal will be chiefly by steam-power hereafter, 
and Colonel Pride, volunteer aide-de-camp, will be in charge of same, it 
will relieve me from the immediate superintendence of this part of my 
duties on his arrival here. This will enable me to repair to the Yazoo, 
in case operations now in progress there should render it necessary. 

I have to acknowledge receipt of Department letter of March 5. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK EH. PRIME, 
Captain of Engineers. 
Brig. Gen. JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Chief Engineer of the Army. 


MILLIKEN’s BEND, LA., April 11, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have to report that since my letter of the 31st ultimo 
I have visited New Carthage, following the bayous. Walnut Bayou 
takes the name of Brushy Bayou at Mrs. Amis’ plantation, where it re- 
ceives the Brushy Bayou proper; from that point to Richmond it has 
many bushes and large trees in the channel. The trees, not being very 
close together, can be removed without much trouble, to give the re- 
. quired channel of from 35 feet to 40 feet. From Richmond to Smith’s* 
plantation, on Vidal Bayou, Roundaway Bayou is leveed on the west 
side, but not on the opposite bank. The water is now about a foot above 
most of the land protected by the levee. The water flows from John- 
son’s crevasse and the break in the canal into Roundaway Bayou; at 
Richmond the water flows to the westward, and about half way from 
Richmond to Smith’s plantation the water runs tothe south. At Smith’s 
plantation the water in Bayou Vidal runs to the west and to the south; 
about half way from Smith’s plantation to Carthage the water runs 
north, coming from the Mississippi. A levee extends from opposite 


* Smith’s plantation is on Roundaway Bayou, where it runs into Bayou Vidal, and 
is General Osterhaus’ headquarters. 
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Smith’s plantation to New Carthage, connecting with the main levee. 
There are three breaks in the Vidal Bayou levee, each from 300 to 500 
feet wide. The bayou from Richmond to New Carthage offers but little 
difficulty in obtaining the necessary water-way. At New Carthage, 
where there is a break in the main levee, there is for several hundred 
yards but a depth of 24 or 3 feet. This can be avoided by following 
Harper’s Bayou, branching to the southeast from Vidal Bayou, and com- 
municating with the river by a break in the levee about one-half mile 
above New Carthage. General Osterhaus reports that this channel 
offers a depth of over 7 feet. 

From the above, it seems that no water is received into Roundaway 
Bayou from the water passing through Tensas and Macon Bayous and 
the net-work of bayous connected therewith. I send herewith a sketch,* 
showing where the water will pass into the bayou from the river. The 
channel has been dug by the troops as far as practicable ; a depth of 7 
feet has been reached between the main level and the back-water by 
the aid of the steam-pump. ‘The balance of the work to the bayou will 
have to be done by the dredges. The levee could be cut this day, but 
is delayed in order to raise portions of the road from Milliken’s Bend to 
Richmond, which might otherwise be flooded by the influx of water 
from the river into the low wooded land when the levee is cut. Three 
companies of Bissell’s engineer regiment and three pioneer companies, 
under Major Tweeddale, are employed clearing the bayou from Cooper’s 
plantation to Hecla Place. This portion of the work it is hoped will 
be completed to-morrow. Colonel Pride has general charge of canal 
and bayou operations. The levee of the old canal has broken close to 
bene levee; the break from 30 feet has increased to over 400 feet in 
width. 

Captain Kossak is constructing four casemate batteries in the levee 
opposite Vicksburg. Two casemates had been erected by Colonel Bis- 
sell, which, on inspection, I found it advisable to alter. 

I am, generai, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK E. PRIME, 
Captain of Engineers. 


Brig. Gen. JoSEPH G. ToTrEeN, Chief Engineer of the Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Millikev’s Bend, La., April 18, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the following operations since 
my last, of 11th instant: The main levee was cut on the 13th. During 
the twenty-four hours subsequent the water at Hecla Place rose over 8 
inches, and has been slowly rising since, though I am not informed of 
the rate. The rise has not been as great as I expected, but will increase 
when the channel is deepened through to the bayou so as to guide the 
current, and when the bottoms are filled. All the pioneer companies 
available have been put to work on clearing the bayou. Major Tweed- 
dale reports that Bissell’s four engineer companies and Spicer’s pioneer 
company will have cleared the bayou to Richmond (to the prescribed 
width) by the 20th or 21st. Colonel Pride will start to-morrow morn- 
ing, with a small steamboat, for Richmond. Two, and if possible three, 
barges, of from 100 to 120 [feet] in length, will be passed into the bayou 
at the same time, with pioneers on them, provided with saws to cut 6 
feet under water, and other tools necessary. They will clear out any 


* Not found. 
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obstacles they may encounter. I am afraid that it will take them from 
three to five days to reach Richmond. When these barges have once 
passed, it will enable all necessary supplies to be forwarded to New 
Carthage, unless prevented by a fall of the river. The river has been 
falling one-half inch per day for the last two days. The steamboat 
and barges cannot be passed through the proposed passage, as shown 
on sketch sent with previous letter, but will pass through field beyond 
small bayou (James’), and enter Walnut Bayou by wide ditch at Cul- 
bertson’s plantation, as indicated by the other line of soundings. This 
route will be used until the other is prepared, which I deem indispen- 
sably required to keep the stage of water in Walnut Bayou as high as 
possible in case of a fall in the river. 

Captain Kossak has completed the four casemate. batteries between 
railroad and angle of levee north of it. The two 30-pounder (Parrott) 
guns opened yesterday morning, but with no very decided results. 

The fire is to be continued to-day. Captain Kossak has been directed 
to hand in a report with respect to these batteries, which will be for- 
warded to the Department as soon as received. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK E. PRIME, 
Captain of Engineers. 
Brig. Gen. JoSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Chief Engineer of the Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Milliken’s Bend, La., May 4, 1863. 

GENERAL: Since my last report, of the 18th ultimo, the water has 
fallen to such an extent as to prevent most of the work on the canal 
from being prosecuted. The two dredges at the entrance of the canal 
have been drawn out and brought to this point. The other two cannot 
be removed, one being hard aground and the other having barely enough 
to work into the bayou. Twenty-odd barges are in the bayou at and 
below Cooper’s plantation, which there is but little prospect of moving 
to Richmond until arisein theriver. Major Tweeddale, with some four 
companies of his regiment and the One hundred and twenty-seventh 
Illinois Regiment, is engaged in damming the Roundaway Bayou, below 
Richmond, so as to prevent the escape of water to the westward as 
much as possible. The change in the river level is shown by annexed 
statement,* obtained from Colonel Wilson’s topographical office. There 
are two barges in the Roundaway, and Major Tweeddale thinks that, if 
his dam succeeds, they can be used advantageously in moving supplies 
from about 2 miles above Richmond to New Carthage. 

On the 2d, Captain Freeman, with Lieutenant Lochbihler’s company, 
moved to the front with the pontoon train (India-rubber)—20 pontoon 
wagons, 2 abutment wagons, and 1 supply wagon. No trestle pontoon 
of the bridge sent, as it was not ready. 

The guns were withdrawn several days since from the casemates 
below the canal, and I am informed their casemates were burned by 
the enemy some two nights since. I have neglected to mention that 
the Victor, the small steamboat referred to in my last report, did pass 
through the canal and the bayou, and is now in use below New Carthage. 

Colonel Pride left several days since for the North. All of the pioneer 


* Omitted. 
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companies, except one, have been ordered to join their divisions as they 
proceeded to the front, and I have only four companies of Bissell’s engi- 
neer regiment and the One hundred and twenty-seventh Llinois, which 
General Sherman agrees to allow to remain until its division moves. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK E. PRIME, 
Captain of Engineers. 
Brig. Gen. JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Chief Engineer of the Army. 


P. S.—Captain Kossak sick from exposure and local fever. Has been 
ordered to Saint Louis until further instructions. 


No. 5. 


Report of Lieut. Col. James H. Wilson, Assistant Inspector-General, 
U. 8. Army, Chief of Topographical Engineers, of operations April 24— 
May 11. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
In rear of Vicksburg, Miss., May 30, 1863. 


Sire: I have the honor to submit the following report of engineer 
operations during the time in which I was the senior officer of engineers 
with the army in the field: 

On April 24, having accompanied General Grant to Smith’s planta- 
tion, I was directed by him to examine the route by Vidal, Negro, and 
Brushy Bayous to Perkins’ plantation, with the view of getting a prac- 
ticable line of communication to the Mississippi River. 

The following is a copy of my report made to General McClernand, 
commanding the troops in that vicinity: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Smith's Plantation, La., April 24, 1863. 
Major-General MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding Thirteenth Army Corps: 


GENERAL: After examination of Vidal Bayou, and consultation with Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Hovey, lam of the opinion that, in order to cross any number of troops greater 
than one division to the Mississippi levees, and secure a practicable line of communica- 
tion, much time will be gained by constructing two boat-bridges on the route, fol- 
lowing Vidal, Negro, and Brushy Bayous; the one nearer the mouth of Gilbert Bayou, 
now in construction, and to be ready by to-morrow evening; the other between the: 
mouths of Negro and Mound Bayous. For the construction of the latter, twelve or 
fourteen of the smail fats now used as ferry-boats at Smith’s plantation will be nec- 
essary. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. H. WILSON. 


The bridges recommended in the above were begun and constructed 
by Captain Patterson, with his company of pioneers and details of men 
from the troops, under the direction of Brig. Gen. A. P. Hovey, com- 
manding Fourteenth Division. 

For description of these bridges I refer to the following report: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Smiti’s Plantation, Madison Parish, La., April 27, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. WiLson: 


COLONEL : In accordance with your instructions, received this morning, I proceeded 
to Vidal and Negro Bayous, to inspect the bridges constructed across them, and have 
the honor to report as follows: ; 

The bridge over Bayou Vidal is formed of a large flat, 100 feet long and 24 feet 
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wide, anchored across the main channel of the bayou by a cable and chain on the 

southern end and braced against a tree on the northern. ‘Ties of timber, trimmed to’ 
6 or 8 inches thickness, are laid over the gunwales, upon which rest 8 by 12 stripg- 

pieces, supporting the planks. The next span toward either shore rests on a 12 by 12 

timber, notched half into trees on either side, pinned and secured by chains. There 

are three more spans toward both shores, resting on trestles, each formed of four 

uprights, 8 inches square, secured at top and bottom to squared logs. The roadway 

is confined by heavy beams, pinned to the planks and string-pieces, and on the 

north end a wooden railway has been formed, which is, however, too smooth on the 

ascent to be of any advantage. 

The bridge is 362 feet long, 240 feet resting on trestles and immovable, the balance 
afloat. Ifthe bayou should rise or fall more than 18 inches, the connection between the 
floating and fixed part would be insecure, and the ascent and descent almost imprac- 
ticable. The roadway is not laid exactly along the center of the flat, but rather down 
stream, which causes a slight sideway slope. The flat has sagged considerably, rising 
at the middle; but whether this is an old defect or caused by overloading the ends, I 
cannot say, as I could not examine it very closely, the bridge being crowded by the 
passage of troops. As long as the bayou remains at its present stage, I think the 
bridge perfectly secure. 

The bridge across Negro Bayou is 550 feet long, curved up stream, and rests on sixteen 
flats, mostly new, from 25 to 40 feet long and 12 feet wide, with landings on trestles 
on eitherside. The boats are anchored to a 24-inch line, stretched from shore to shore, 
and supported in the center by a tree. Some of the boats are fastened directly to the 
cable passing over their bows; others are connected with it by short ropes. The 
connection with both shores is effected in a manner similar to that of the Bayou 
Vidal bridge, including some ties resting in notches cut into trees. 

Another bridge, 150 feet long, has been coustructed across a slough between the two 
bayous. It rests on a center pier, formed of logs, placed crosswise, and on trestles on 
et side of the pier. The roadway is formed of split logs, and appears sufficiently 

rm. 

Squads of pioneers are stationed at all three bridges to repair such damages as may 
occur. On account of the heavy rain and continual passage of troops and trains, I 
was unable to obtain more minute measurements. 

I reported on the condition of the bridges to Major Hickenlooper, acting engineer 
on General McPherson’s staff. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. ULFFERS, 
Assistant Engineer. 


With these two bridges, both of which were very substantial, a good 
road was completed from Milliken’s Bend to Perkins’ plantation, 8 
miles below New Carthage. After the failure of the Navy, with seven 
iron-clads, to silence the batteries at Grand Gulf on April 29, after 
five and a quarter hours’ cannonading, it was determined to run the six 
transports by that place, and march the treops to a point below. 

On April 25, in accordance with instructions of General Grant, ac- 
companied by Assistant Engineer Rigby and one regiment of infantry, 
I landed just above the mouth of Big Black, and carefully examined 
the country up to the foot of Palmyra Island, for a practicable road to 
the highlands. The river bottoms throughout the entire distance, sev- 
eral miles wide, were overflowed from 4 to 10 feet deep near the hills, so 
that communication, except at Congo pJantation, was entirely cut off. 

This plantation, lying just south of and on the Big Bogasha, is prob- 
ably 18 inches higher than the bottom above and below, and protected 
from the freshets by a levee, extending entirely around it. It has a 
good road, just passable, running through it and the adjoining place to 
Cox’s or Thompson’s Ferry, over the Big Black. The tworivers in this 
locality are only about 24 miles apart. The Mississippi was at that 
time about 3 feet below its highest mark for this season. There being 
no fixed plane of reference for high water, it is impossible to describe 
accurately at what stages this road could be used; but that part next 
the Big Black being unprotected by a levee, would have been entirely 
submerged by a slight rise in either river. The country north of the 
Bogasha was overflowed at the time of the reconnaissance, but the hills 
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coming down to the Big Black on the south side, a good landing was 
‘to be had at all times about 300 yards above the ferry at Cox’s place. 
At this point the river did not exceed 250 feet in width, but the land- 
ings opposite being in an overflowed bottom, a bridge must have been 
at least 600 feet long and thrown almost lengthwise with the stream. 
The hills are quite steep at this place, densely timbered and overgrown 
. by canebrakes, and about 300 feet high. The rebels had just seized 
upon them for defense, and begun the erection of several works, to 
sweep the river, the roads, and the fields beyond; but after careful per- 
sonal observation and examination of negroes who had been working on 
the fortifications only that morning, I ascertained that only a slight para- 
pet had been constructed and two 6-pounder field guns put in position. 

The road and ferry just described afforded at that time the only means 
between Grand Gulf and Warrenton of reaching the high land. Upon 
receiving the report of my reconnaissance, General Grant requested 
Admiral Porter, commanding Mississippi Squadron, to send one of his 
iron-clads into the Big Black, with instructions to remove any obstruc- 
tions that might be encountered, ascend to the ferry, and hold the cross- 
ing. In order to prevent the gunboat from being annoyed by sharp- 
shooters, the general proposed to land a strong regiment at Congo and 
let it march through. The admiral declined to risk his vessel in so nar- 
row a stream. 

Subsequent events have clearly demonstrated the weakness of the 
rebel defenses at the ferry and along the Big Black, as well as the prac- 
ticability of the route just described. It is possible that gunboats could 
not have entered this stream, and that it would have been too dangerous 
for a transport to attempt it; but the subsequent passage of Grand 
Gulf by the entire fleet is rather in favor of the feasibility of entering 
Big Black, at least by armed vessels, even under the fire of the heavy 
batteries at the Point of Rocks, Grand Gulf. One such vessel, under 
cover of another, could have crossed our troops rapidly enough for all 
ordinary purposes. 

On April 30, the advanced corps of McClernand was landed at Bruins- 
burg, about 10 miles below Grand Gulf, having been ferried from the 
landing on the opposite shore, just below that place, by the transports 
and gunboats. McPherson’s corps had all been ferried across by 10 
a. mn. of the Ist. 

After the battle near Port Gibson, the rebels retreated beyond Bayou 
Pierre, burning the railroad bridge over the main stream, and the sus- 
pension bridges across the South and North Forks. 

At 8 a.m. our advance took possession of Port Gibson, and under 
orders from General Grant I proceeded at once to provide means of cross- 
ing the South Fork. Smith’s brigade, of Logan’s division, followed 
by Dennis’ brigade, was sent, under the guidance of a negro, to examine 
and cross at the ford 3 miles above the town, while the troops of McCler- 
nand’s corps were to assist in constructing a bridge. The roadway of 
the suspension bridge having been entirely destroyed, and not needing 
a permanent structure, it was determined to construct a raft bridge. 
A point about 20 yards above the site of the old bridge was chosen. 
Buoyant materials in abundance were obtained by tearing down the 
buildings, cotton-gins, &c., in the vicinity. 

At about 8.30 a.m.I applied for a brigade of infantry to do the 
work, and was informed by General McClernand that it should be fur- 
nished immediately. My request, under General Grant’s order, was 
renewed several times, and each time I was informed that the detail 
had been made. It did not report till 12m. The houses were torn 


a 
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down, materials brought to the water, approaches prepared, and the’ 
bridge completed, so that by 4.30 p. m. the troops were in full motion 
across it. ‘The stream at this place is about 5 feet deep. This bridge 
was simply a continuous raft 166 feet long, 12 feet wide, with three 
rows of large mill-beams lying across the current, and the intervals 
between them closely filled by buoyant timber; the whole firmly tied 
together by a cross-floor or deck of light 2-inch stuff. The roadway, 
the proper width, was made by laying the same kind of material parallel 
with the axis of the bridge. Side rails of 5-inch scantling were laid 
to keep the teams on the proper track. The approaches were over 


quicksand; were corduroyed and covered with earth. The abutments 


were formed by building a slight crib-work, and filling in with rails 
covered by sand. 

From the very gentle current of the stream only one guy was used, 
and that as asimple precaution. rom the structure of the bridge, and 
the manner in which it was joined with the shore, it was necessarily 
sufficiently rigid. 

By 7.30 p.m. I had arrived at the Grindstone Ford, North Fork of 
Bayou Pierre, distant 8 miles from Port Gibson. At this. place found 
the fine suspension bridge, similar to that at Port Gibson, in flames; 
but, with the assistance of the escort and a few negroes from the plan- 
tation near by, the fire was soon extinguished. I found, by an exami- 
nation of the ford, that it was entirely practicable for infantry, though, 
from bad approaches and quicksand in places, rather difficult for cav- 
alry or artillery. The roadway, side-truss, and string-pieces of the 
suspension bridge for 120 feet, beginning on the farther side near the 
abutments, were entirely destroyed; but the cross-ties having been re- 


- cently renewed from unseasoned timber, although set on fire about 11 


o'clock the night before, only four of the cross-ties were burned entirely 
off. They were 5 by 9 inches, and, with the exception of the four men- 
tioned, had left from 3 to 7 inches of sound timber, quite a number 
being reduced to the former dimensions. The charred parts were: left 
undisturbed, and dispositions made to construct a new roadway over 
the remains of the old one, so as to distribute all of the strain upon that 
part of the cross-ties just next to the stirrups of the suspension-rods. 
Several long pieces of timber, 3 by 7, were found near the bridge. 
These were lashed firmly to the suspension-rods by wire taken from the 
telegraph line, and rested on the charred cross-ties. They were made 
to bear equally by wedging. Timber for cross-ties was obtained near 
by. These were placed at intervals of 3 feet, the ends projecting a foot 
beyond the side rails or new string-pieces. Where the old ties were 
but slightly injured, wedges were placed between them and the new 
ones near the axis of the bridge. Five string-pieces, 3 by 7, were laid, 
and the road covering, of boards of various thicknesses and qualities, 
obtained from the farm houses near by, was then put down, secured by 
side rails, spiked, and lashed to their places. The roadway was made 
perfectly secure by rack-lashings at intervals of about 12 feet. The 
rope for this purpose was 5-inch grass cable, passing around. the new 
string-pieces and cross-ties and over the suspension-chain. The lash- 
ings were drawn taut by using rack-sticks 5 feet long and twisting 
around the suspension-rods. The new roadway being about 10 inches 
above the level of the old one, ramps of the proper declivity were con- 
structed at both ends. 

The pioneer company and detail did not report till 11.30 p.m. By 
5.30 a. m. the next morning the bridge was completed and the army in 
foll march. 
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The greatest delay was experienced here from the difficulty of obtain- 
ing proper timber. Lieutenant-Colonel Rawlins, assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral of General Grant’s staff, took this matter in hand, and by his vigor, 
activity, and personal attention during the entire night, succeeded in 
obtaining a sufficient supply. 

Captain Hickenlooper, Fifth Ohio Battery, chief engineer of the 
Seventeenth Army Corps, gave most active and intelligent assistance 
till the work was finished. The lashings were all made under his per- 
sonal supervision. 

Captain Tresilian, division engineer, Third Division, was also ener- 
getic and efficient in preparing and selecting the timbers. 

After the entire army had crossed, an examination revealed no per- 
ceptible injury to the bridge. 

On May 11, Capt. H. C. Freeman, in charge of the pontoon train, re- 
ported to meat Cayuga. During the ensuing campaign he was directed 
to march with that column which inclined itself most toward Pearl River. 

On May 4, Captain Tresilian repaired the bridge of boats across the 
Big Black at Hankinson’s Ferry. 1 submit his report herewith.* 

Assistants Ulffers, Rigby, and Hartwell were actively engaged in re- 
connaissances and surveys. Mr. Ulffers went with dispatches, April 
‘10, to General Banks. Captain Rigby, having been quite unwell when 
the army marched out of Jackson, did not accompany headquarters. He 
is probably a prisoner in the hands of the enemy or parolled in hospital. 

First Lieut. Peter C. Hains, U. S. Engineers, and chief engineer Thir- 
teenth Army Corps, displayed great activity and intelligence in the per- 
formance of the duties of his department. I submit herewith his re- 
port.* 

During the march of Osterhaus’ division and McPherson’s corps 
from Perkins’ to Hard Times Landing, several bridges were built and 
repaired, for particulars of which I refer you to the accompanying 
reports of Captain Hickenlooper * and his assistant, I’. Tunica. 

The inclosed map fully explains the line of march followed by the 
army from Milliken’s Bend, embodying such topographical features as 
could be obtained.t Great credit is due to Maj. Otto H. Matz, Hlinois 
volunteers, for the artistic manner in which it is executed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
First Lieut. Hngrs., Lieut. Col. and Asst. Insp. Gen. 
Capt. F. EH. PRimg, 
Chief Engineer,. Department of the Tennessee. 


No. 6. 


Reports of Capt. Ocran H. Howard, U. &. Signal Corps, Chief Signal 
Officer, of operations April 3-July 4. 
HD@Rs. SIGNAL DETACHMENT, DEPT. OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 6, 1863. 
Srr: Since the last report which I had the honor to submit; the dif- 


ferent signal parties composing this detachment have been doing good 
service, both in reconnaissance and as signalists. 


* See siege of Vicksburg for the only reports of Hains, Hickenlooper, and Tresilian 
that have been found, but their dates indicate that they could not have been in- 
closures to above report. _ 

t To appear in Atlas, 
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My last reported the operations of the detachment to the 9th ultimo. 
During the active campaign preceding the investment of Vicksburg the 
party serving with the army in the field accompanied it in all its marches 
from Grand Gulf through Port Gibson, Raymond, Black River Bridge, 
Jackson, and Champion’s Hill to the immediate rear of Vicksburg. The 
country through which the route of the forces lay is generally flat and 
wooded, and unsuited to any extensive lines of communication by sig- 
nals, and, pursuant to suggestions contained in the last annual report of 
the Signal Officer of the Army, the party was employed almost wholly 
in reconnoitering. The party was divided into four detachments, one of 
| which was kept at General Grant’s headquarters and one at each of 

the three corps headquarters. ' 

From the detachment kept at general headquarters an officer was sent 
each day to each of the corps headquarters with instructions to obtain 
the result of the observations made the same day by the detachments 
assigned to the respective corps darmee, and to report the same each 

evening to Major-General Grant in person. 

| The detachments with the various army corps were engaged each day 
in reconnoitering in advance, and reported by signal or courier, as was 

| found most expedient, the result of all observations worthy of notice to 

| 

{ 


the general commanding the corps. Thus each corps commander was - 
kept well informed as to his own command and General Grant as to the 
! whole army. The credit of this arrangement is due to Captain De Ford. 

Upon the arrival of the army at the rear of Vicksburg, Captain De 
Ford caused communications to be opened from Snyder’s Bluff, where 
the right of the army rested, to Admiral Porter’s flag-ship, lying in the 
Yazoo, a distance of 4 or 5 miles. The station on the bluff was occu- 
pied by Captain McClintock and Lieutenant Fisher, and the one on the 
flag-ship by Captain Hoyt and Lieutenant Magner. They did, and are 
still doing, valuable service. <A line was also established from General 
Grant’s headquarters to the extreme left, but the peculiar topography 
of the country necessitated so many stations that, in the opinion of Cap- 
tain De Ford, this line was nearly useless, as a courier could ride over 
the line in less time than a message could be transmitted in the usual 
manner. He consequently recalled the officers stationed on this line. 
The resignation of Captain De Ford at this time placed Captain Rose in 
command of the party, he being the senior officer present. Captain 
Rose immediately re-established the line to the left, together with some 
other important lines. : 

The following is a copy of a report received from him, showing the 
present locations of the lines and the operations of the party since he 
assumed command : 


Hpgrs. SIGNAL DETACHMENT, ARMY IN THE FIELD, DEPT. OF THE TENN., 
Rear of Vicksburg, Miss., May 31, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that this detachment has, since I assumed com- 
mand, been doing good service, having been at work almost constantly day and night. 
We have now three lines in good working order, and officers and men are all taking 
an interest in their duties. 

Our line to Haynes’ Bluff is of the greatest importance, as it is the only means of 
communication with the two divisions of our troops in that part of the country, 
stationed there to observe the movements of General Johnston’s forces in our rear, 
The best officers I have are on this line, and it works to a charm. 

The line trom General Grant’s headquarters to Young’s Point, La., is of the utmost 
importance; it is the means of communication between the army and the navy. Ad- 
miral Porter is highly pleased with the corps. 

The line from General Grant’s headquarters to the Yazoo Landing, the depot of sup- 
plies for the use of the medical, commissary, quartermaster’s, and ordnance depart- 
ments, is, of course, of much utility. 
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The line from the end of the telegraph line, reaching to the extreme left, is not 
much used, but is important to be kept open. : 

Inclosed I send you a small plat, showing the different lines. 

Our officers are all busy at present, but the telegraph will relieve some of them 
soon. I noticed five signal oflicers with the Marine Brigade as they passed up the 


Yazoo. 
We are at present well supplied with all kinds of stores, transportation, &c. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. M. ROSE, 


Captain and Chief Acting Signal Officer. 


Captain Rose also reports that the most commendable zeal is evinced 
by the officers and men of his command, and he feels confident that 
each officer will do all in his power to second him in all his efforts to 
promote the honor and efficiency of the corps. 2 

The signal party under Lieutenant Wilson, serving with the Missis- 
sippi Marine Brigade, is also doing good service. 

The brigade is on transports, which sail in company. The only and 
constant means of communication from boat to boat is by signals. 
This command served on the Mississippi and Tennessee Rivers, and has 
been variously employed between Nashville and Vicksburg. Below is 
a copy of the last report received from that party: 

U. S. Steamer ADAMS, 
Off Helena, Ark., May 25, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report: 

Early on the morning of the 24th instant a part of General Ellet’s brigade landed 
at Austin, a small town some 15 miles above Helena, for the purpose of chastising a 
band of rebels who had at that place captured and burned a small trading-boat the 
day previous. 

Lieutenant Warren and myself proceeded with the forces, hoping that in case of 
action to be able to do something for the service. When 3 miles out, the advance 
came upon the enemy, concealed in a thick wood, when quite a severe skirmish en- 
sued, resulting in the rout of the enemy, with the loss of several of their number 
killed. Owing to the dense wood and underbrush, Lieutenant Warren and myself 
were employed as aides, scouts; and with skirmishers, an opportunity not occurring 
in which we could use signals. : 
eek also the honor to state that I have submitted a similar report to General 

det. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
J. W. WILSON, 
Acting Signal Officer in Charge. 

When the brigade is in the vicinity of Vicksburg, General Ellet com- 
municates by signal with General Grant. : 

That portion of the detachment now here in camp of instruction 
will be ready for the field as soon as they can be equipped. I shall 
then take the field myself in charge of them. 

A duplicate report of the operations of this detachment will be made, 
embodying an account of all its operations, as soon as the fate of Vicks- 
burg is decided, and in time to accompany General Grant’s official re- 
port of the campaign. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

. O. H. HOWARD, 
Captain and Acting Chief Signal Officer. 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER U. S. Army, Washington, D. CO. 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, - 
Vicksburg, Miss., August 28, 1863. 
CoLONEL: I have the honor to hand you herewith a report of the 
operations of that portion of this corps that was in active service in the 
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vicinity of Vicksburg during the campaign which ended in the fall of 
that city: 

Handing you this report at this late hour involves the necessity, or, 
at least, the expediency, of stating the reasons why it was not presented 
at the proper time, or immediately upon the termination of the cam- 
paign. They are as follows: 

The officers in immediate charge of the corps with your army, and 
whose duty it was to make the report, were Capt. J. W. De Ford, who 
resigned during the operations in the rear of the city ; Capt. L. M. Rose, 
who was forced by illness to leave the department before the end of the 
campaign, and Capt. J. M. McClintock, upon whom the command de- 
volved at a very late period, and who was, no doubt, unmindful that a 
report of the campaign would be required of him. 

As to myself, 1 was, previous to the capitulation, ordered to Wash- 
ington, and have but. lately returned therefrom. I have endeavored, 
with the data at my command, to make as plain a statement as possible 
of the duties performed by the corps, and trust that any deficiency 
therein may be attributed not to a lack of desire to do justice to the 
officers and men who compose it, but to my lack of opportunity to pro- 
vide myself with such complete data as I should have had, and such as 
I shall feel it my duty to keep hereafter. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. H. HOWARD, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 

Lieut. Col. JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Tennessee. 


{Inclosure. ] 


HDQRS. SIGNAL Corps, DEPT. OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., August 25, 1863. 
COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this corps from the time of its reporting for duty in charge 


_ of Capt. J. W. De Ford, at Young’s Point, La., on April 3, up to the time 


of the surrender of Vicksburg, July 4, 1863: 

On April 3, a line of communication by signals was opened from Mil- 
liken’s Bend to the foot of the old canal, over which many important 
official messages were transmitted to different points on the line, and to 
Admiral Porter’s flag-ship, where an officer of the corps was perma- 
nently stationed. 

At a point on this line directly opposite Vicksburg a station of ob- 
servation was established. The officer in charge of this station was 
instructed to report everything of interest occurring in the town and 
within the enemy’s lines to the commanding general. 

On April 7, a line was opened from General Grant’s headquarters, then 
at Milliken’s Bend, through General McPherson’s headquarters, to Gen- 
eral Osterhaus’, at Richmond. This line was used as a means of com- 
munication between those points until the removal of General Oster- 
haus’ command to Grand Gulf. From a point in this line another was 


- projected to New Carthage, and opened as far as Holmes’ plantation, 


but was not long in operation when the advancing of the army caused 
it to be abandoned. During the time that the main body of the army 


remained upon this side of the river, these lines were in considerable 


use as a means of communication between the different headquarters. 
With one or two exceptions, the officers employed on them performed 
then and there their first duty in the field as signal officers, but by their 
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zeal and activity they made up in a great degree for their lack of experi- 
ence, and acquitted themselves very creditably. é 

On the night of the running of the blockade by the gunboats, First 
Lieutenant [William H.] Sherty reported for duty on board the Benton, 
on which he passed the batteries, in readiness to communicate with the 
signal officers on shore, should it be necessary. 

On May 1, a party of 8 officers, in charge of First Lieut. Samuel S. 
Sample, was directed by Captain De Ford to report for duty to Major- 
General Grant, at Hard Times Landing. This party reached the gen- 
eral’s headquarters, on the road between Thompson’s Hill and Port 
Gibson. By direction of the general commanding, two officers were 
dispatched thence to the landing at Bruinsburg, to open communication 
with the opposite shore. This line was immediately opened to Hard 
Times Landing, and remained open for four or five days, during the cross- 
‘ing of the Seventeenth Army Corps. Near Port Gibsom the officers 
were assigned to Generals McPherson, Logan, and Crocker, a party still 
remaining with the commanding general. The officers were thus as- 
signed for duty either as signalists or upon reconnaissances. The 
army being now in motion, and the country being ill-adapted to any ex- 
tensive lines of communication by field signals, the officers reconnoi- 
tered the country as far in advance of the army as possible, and estab- 
lished stations of observation upon such points as were suitable for 
that purpose. 

During the march of the army from Port Gibson to Rocky Springs, 
the officers of the corps were constantly on duty, reconnoitering the 
country in front and reporting the result of their observations to com- 
manders to whom they were assigned. Lieutenants [Cyrus M.] Roberts 
and [Jacob P.] Sampson, with General Logan, and Lieutenant Irvin, 
with General Crocker, are entitled to notice for zeal displayed and 
services rendered during this time. These officers, together with Lieu- 
tenants Morris and [William C.] Magner, with Major-General McPher- 
son, were complimented by that officer for services rendered during 
that march. 

When General Grant reached Grand Gulf, a line was opened in ten 
minutes to Hard Times Landing, affording the general a means of com- 
munication between those points during his stay. This line was in 
constant use. When the army reached Hankinson’s Ferry, Lieutenant 
Sample, who remained with General Grant, reconnoitered the country 
as far as Rocky Springs and Hall’s Ferry, and, when the army reached 
the former place, proceeded to Cayuga and established a station of ob- 
servation at that point; thence, when the advance reached Cayuga, to 
New Auburn, passing, in so doing, 3 miles inside of the enemy’s pickets, 
capturing the enemy’s dispatches, and returning by the same route. At 
Five-Mile Creek the remainder of the corps, in charge of Captain De 
Ford, reached headquarters from Grand Gulf. At the battle of Ray- 
mond, a detachment of the corps, under command of Capt. L. M. Rose, 
took an active part, and were complimented for their activity, bravery, 
and reliability. At Raymond the corps was divided into four detach- 
ments, and a detachment assigned to each army corps (the Thirteenth, 
Fifteenth, and Seventeenth), in charge, respectively, of Lieutenant 
Irvin, Captain McClintock, and Captain Rose, while the fourth re- 
mained with General Grant, in charge of the commandant of the corps, 
to visit each day the detachments with the different army corps, report- 
ing the result of the reconnaissances performed by each party to General 
Grant at night. A station of observation was established on the cupola 
of the court-house at Raymond by Lieutenant [Gustav B.] Gryden. The 
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detachment with the Thirteenth Army Corps remained with that corps 
at Raymond, while those with the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Corps 
moved forward to Jackson. On the approach of the army to Clinton, 
Lieutenant Sample, with one enlisted man, without support, reconnoi- 
tered the road within one-half mile of Clinton, and when the skirmishers 
reached that point, he, with Captain Hoyt, acting signal officer and an 
officer of the Fifth Iowa, was the first to enter the town. A station of 
observation was immediately established, which overlooked the road in 
the direction of Jackson as far as the enemy’s pickets, when the army 
entered Jackson next morning by different roads. Much good work was 
done by officers of the corps during the engagement which took place. 
Lieutenant [Clifford] Stickney, with Captain [Julius] Pitzman, engineer 
of General Sherman’s staff, was the first to enter the city, and captured 
some 20 prisoners. Of the detachment with the Seventeenth Army 
Corps, Lieutenant [Thaddeus C.] Withers was the first to enter.the 
enemy’s works, and Captain McClintock the first to raise the Stats and 
Stripes on the State capitol. While the Fifteenth Corps remained at 
Jackson, Lieutenant Sample made a reconnaissance of the country for 
34 miles in the direction of Canton, meeting the enemy’s lookouts, and 
afterward. in the direction of Livingston for 4 miles, leaving the advanc- 
ing army at Clinton. 

At the battle of Champion’s Hill the officers were active, and rendered 
very efficient service. Lieutenant Roberts was engaged in signaling 
while he could do so, and afterward served on the staff of General 
Logan, and was complimented by that general for his activity and 
bravery. Lieutenant Sampson, from a station at General McPherson’s 
headquarters, communicated by signals to the right of the line, to a 
station which was established and worked by Lieutenants McNary and 
Morris, until the retreat of the enemy. Lieutenants Irvin and Gryden 
should also be mentioned for their services during this engagement. 

Two days thereafter, Lieutenant Irvin led the advance guard after 
crossing the Big Black, reaching Bovina 2 miles in advance of the 
army. 

When taking position in the rear of Vicksburg, Lieutenants Sample, 
Sherfy, and White performed important duties for the general com- 
manding. 

As soon as the troops were in position, Captain Rose and others 
opened communication from headquarters Thirteenth and Seventeenth 
Army Corps to General Grant’s headquarters, which line remained in 
operation for some time, and over it many communications of impor- 
tance passed. ; 

The line from Chickasaw Bluffs to Young’s Point, established by 
Captain McClintock and Lieutenant Magner, was of the first importance, 
as the only available means of communication between General Grant 
and Admiral Porter. 

A line was partially opened from General Grant’s headquarters to 
Haynes’ Bluff by Lieutenant Gryden and others, but the removal of the 
forces from the latter point caused this to be abandoned before its com- 
pletion. Desiring to improve the communication between headquarters 
and the station at Chickasaw Bluffs, Lieutenant Sample, upon a recon- 
naissance for that purpose, found it expedient to make important alter- 
ations in the whole line, and communication was opened by him to 
Haynes’ Bluff (that point being reoceupied), Chickasaw Landing, and 
Young’s Point through stations Nos. 27, 28, and 31, on the accompany- 
ing map.* — 


*See p. 135. 
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These lines were in constant use, transmitting messages of the first 
importance—the Chickasaw Landing and Haynes’ Bluff lines until re- 
lieved by the telegraph, and the line to Young’s Point till the surren- 
der of Vicksburg. 

Lieutenant Sampson deserves particular mention for the manner in 
which he conducted affairs at his station, at General Grant’s headquar- 
ters. 

During the occupation and fortification of Haynes’ Bluff, a detach- 
ment in charge of Lieutenant Sample was directed to report for duty 
to Major-General Washburn, commanding that post; reconnoitered lines 
to advance cavalry pickets and to Big Black River railroad bridge, and 
pronounced communication by signals practicable ; but General Oster- 
haus, commanding at bridge, not desiring communication, General Grant 
directed that the line should not be established, as he had other use 
for the signal force. A party was then ordered to open a line from 
General McPherson’s headquarters (from which communication was had 
with General Grant by telegraph) to Major-General Herron, near War- 
renton. This line was opened and used for a time, when another was 
opened from General Herron to the gunboats, which remained open 
and in use until the surrender of Vicksburg. The party with General 
Washburn were constantly on duty with the troops stationed at dif- 
ferent points ; reconnoitered the whole country from Haynes’ Bluff to 
Big Black River railroad bridge, where they were at the surrender of 
Vicksburg. 

Captains De Ford, Rose, and McClintock, who were at different times 
in immediate charge of the corps, have in many instances spoken in 
the highest terms of the activity and zeal displayed by the officers and 
men, and of the alacrity with which they performed the duties assigned 
them, sometimes the most arduous and trying. 

To the officers and men of this corps, many of whom are now pros- 
trated by illness from fatigue and exposure during the campaign, but 
who bore up manfully until the great object was obtained; who, fresh 
from the ‘camp of instruction, there performed their first duty as signal 
officers, and who, under the most trying circumstances, unaided by pre- 
vious experience, have, by persevering toil, overthrown or turned aside 
obstacles which would have appeared discouraging to more experienced 
officers, and who have patiently and bravely performed their whole duty, 
I am under the highest obligations. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. H. HOWARD, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 

Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Tennessee. 


No. 7. 


Reperts of Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand, U. 8. Army, commanding 
Chirteenth Army Corps, of operations March 30-June 17, with result- 
ing correspondence. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Battle-ficld, near Vicksburg, Miss., June 17, 1863. 
CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
principal operations of the forces with me since March 30 last, In com- 
pliance with instructions from department headquarters to that effect. 
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These forces consist of a portion of the Thirteenth Army Corps, and 
comprise four divisions, organized as follows, viz: 


NINTH DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. P. J. OSTERHAUS. 


First Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. T. T. GARRARD. ~ 


118th Dlinois. 
49th Indiana. 
69th Indiana. 
7th Kentucky. 
120th Ohio. 


Artillery. 


7th Michigan Battery. 
1st Wisconsin Battery. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. L. A. SHELDON (42d Ohio), 


54th Indiana. 

22d Kentucky. 

16th Ohio. 

42d Ohio. 
114th Ohio. 


Cavalry. 


3d Illinois, Companies A and EK. - 


TENTH DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. A. J. SMITH. 


: First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. S. G. BURBRIDGE. 


16th Indiana. 
60th Indiana. 
67th Indiana. 
83d Ohio. 

96th Ohio. 

23d Wisconsin. 


Artillery. 


Chicago Mercantile Battery. 
17th Ohio Battery. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. W. J. LANDRAM (19th Kentucizy). 


77th Mlinois. 
97th Illinois. 
108th Illinois. 
130th Illinois. 
19th Kentucky. 
48th Ohio. 


Cavalry. 
4th Indiana, Company [C]. 


TWELFTH DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. A. P. Hovey. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. G. F. McGinnis. 


11th Indiana. 
24th Indiana. 
34th Indiana. 
46th Indiana. 
29th Wisconsin. 


Artillery. 


Peoria Light Battery. 
Ist Missouri, Battery A. 
2d Ohio Battery. 

16th Ohio Battery. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. J. R. Siack (47th Indiana). 


47th Indiana. 
24th Iowa. 
28th Iowa. 
56th Ohio. 


Cavalry. 
ist Indiana, Company C. 


FOURTEENTH DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. W. P. Brenton. 


33d Illinois. 
99th Illinois. 
8th Indiana. 
18th Indiana. 
Ist United States. 


Artillery. 
Ist Indiana Battery. 


Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. M. K. LAWLER. 


2ist Iowa. 
22d Towa. 
23d Towa. 
11th Wisconsin. 


Cavalry. 
3d Tlinois, Companies E and F. 
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Detachments of the Second and Third Illinois, and the Sixth Mis- 
souri, also form part of my immediate command. 

After several fruitless efforts to penetrate the State of-Mississippi 
above Vicksburg and turn the rear of that city, it became a question of 
extreme interest and importance whether a point below on the Missis- 
sippi River might not be reached, from which the same result might be 
accomplished. 

My corps, happily, was in favorable condition to test this question. 
It was inspired by an eager desire to prove its usefulness, and impa- 
tiently awaited an opportunity to do so. Sharing with it in this feel- 
ing, I was more than rejoiced in permission to essay an effort to cross 
the peninsula opposite Vicksburg trom Milliken’s Bend to New Carthage. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND TO NEW CARTHAGE. 


Accordingly, on March 29 [30 ?], ordered General Osterhaus to send 
forward a detachment of infantry, artillery, and cavalry, to surprise and 
capture Richmond, the capital of Madison Parish, Louisiana. 

On the morning of the 30th [31st],* Colonel Bennett, with the Sixty- 
ninth Indiana, a section of artillery, and a detachment of the Second Illi- 
nois Cavalry, took up the line of march in execution of this order. By 
2p.m. he had marched 12 miles over a miry road, and reached the bank 
of Roundaway Bayou, opposite Richmond. 

Artillery first and infantry next opened fire on the small force gar- 
risoning the town, and immediately dislodged it. A portion of the cav- 
alry, dismounting from their horses, sprang into the small boats brought 
along on wagons, and, paddling them across the bayou with the butts 
of their carbines, hastened to occupy the town. Hot pursuit of the 
fugitive enemy was soon after made by another portion of the cavalry, 
who swam their horses over the bayou. Seven of the enemy were 
wounded, four of whom fell into our hands. 

This spirited and successful attack was consummated under my own 
observation, and effectually cut off the wonted supplies transported 
through Richmond from the rich tracts traversed by the Tensas River 
and Bayou Macon to Vicksburg. 

On the night of the 3d, a bridge 200 feet long, made of logs taken 
from houses, had been thrown across Roundaway Bayou at Richmond 
by the pioneer corps, under Captain [William F.] Patterson. This was 
the work of twenty-four hours, and a way being thus opened, the re- 
mainder of General Osterhaus’ division was rapidly moved forward, and 
so disposed as to cover and hold the only practicable land route between 
Milliken’s Bend and Smith’s plantation, 2 miles north of New Carthage. 

Meantime many obstacles were overcome, old roads were repaired, 
new ones made, boats constructed for the transportation of men and 
supplies, 20 miles of levee sleeplessly guarded day and night, and every 
possible precaution used to prevent the rising flood from breaking 
through the levee and ingulfing us. Other obstacles also opposed our 
advance. Harrison’s rebel cavalry, supported by a detachment of in- 
fantry, were active and vigilant to prevent it; but, after having been 
repeatedly repulsed, on the 4th fled across Bayou Vidal, and returned 
to their camp at Perkins’ plantation, on the Mississippi, 6 miles below 
Carthage. 

On the same day, embarking in a skiff at Smith’s plantation, and ac- 
companied by General Osterhaus and a few members of our respective 


— 


*See Osterhaus’ report, p. 489. 
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staffs, I made a reconnaissance, terminating only half a mile from New 
Carthage and the river, and in full view of both. We discovered the 
country to. be deluged from Smith’s plantation, where Bayous Vidal 
and Roundaway unite, and whence they communicate by a common 
channel with the Mississippi near Carthage; also that the levee ex- 
tending from Bayou Vidal to Carthage and the Mississippi was broken 
and crossed by rapid currents at three different places. Upon our ap- 
proach to the last crevasse, half a mile from Carthage, we were fired on 
by the enemy and our skiff stopped, but not until we had ascertained 
that steamers could pass from the Mississippi to Smith’s plantation, and 
that by such means our forces could be transferred from Smith’s to the 
Mississippi shore. ? 

Having thus determined this important point, on the 5th a flat-boat 
was wrested from the enemy on Bayou Vidal, 8 miles below Smith’s, 
and brought to the latter place. ee 

On the 6th, after the boat had been hastily prepared to receive them, 
a small party, with two mountain howitzers, were embarked, and moved 
forward to dislodge the enemy from Carthage. Upon the approach of 
the boat within range of her armament, the enemy hastily evacuated 
Carthage, and took refuge 14 miles below, among a number of buildings 
on James’ plantation. Rapidly disembarking, the party pursued and 
again dislodged him, killing a rebel lieutenant and taking possession of 
the buildings. : 

On the 7th, General Osterhaus pressed his advantages by sendin g for- 
ward artillery and shelling the woods across Bayou Vidal in the neigh- 
borhood of Dunbar’s plantation, and dislodging the enemy’s sharp- 
shooters. 

In turn, on the 8th the enemy took the offensive, and sought to dis- 
lodge the detachment at James’. For this purpose he opened two 12- 
pounder howitzers upon it, but after an hour had been spent in fruitless 
endeavors, again fell back to Perkins’. 

On the 9th, Lieutenant Stickel, with a company of the Second Illinois 
Cavalry, while scouring the country westward toward the Tensas, fell 
in with a recruiting party of the enemy, and succeeded in capturing 3 
officers and 1 private. 

Having been considerably strengthened by re-enforcements, supposed 
to have been sent from Grand Gulf, on the east bank of the Mississippi, 
the enemy on the 15th sought to reinstate his line between Perkins’ 
and Dunbar’s plantations, the latter place being 8 miles from Perkins’ 
and the same distance from Smith’s. For this purpose he divided his 
force, directing oue portion across Mill Bayou against our rear, in the 
neighborhood of Dunbaz’s, and the remainder against the detachment 
at James’. 

Our pickets near Dunbar’s, upon the approach of the enemy, fell 
back upon their reserves, who, being rapidly re-enforced, promptly at- 
tacked and forced the enemy to recross Mill Bayou, taking 2 prisoners, 
and losing 1 killed and 1 wounded of the Second Illinois Cavalry. Thus 
failing at this point, that portion of the enemy operating in front of 
James’ also retreated. 

Up to this time I had been restrained from throwing any considerable 
portion of my forces upon the river, for want of any other means than 
a few skifis and other small boats, and because, in the absence of gun- 
boats to protect them, while limited by the flood to the océupancy of 
the Mississippi levee, they would have been exposed to destruction by 


a ‘gunboats of the enemy, then supposed to be eruising near New 
arthage. 
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To supply the means of moving my forces from Smith’s to Carthage, 
and across the Mississippi to some point from which operations could 
be directed against Vicksburg, and also of affording them needed pro- 
tection against river attack, | ventured earnestly to urge the pressing 
and transcendent importance of forwarding steam transports and gun- 
boats from their moorings above Vicksburg below to Carthage. 

Happily, on the 17th, my recommendation was responded to by the 
appearance of three transports and seven gunboats, and on the 22d by 
three more transports, all of which had run the blockade. A number of 
barges, having started in tow of the transports, had been cut loose on 
the way, and were caught and brought to by parties from General Oster- 
haus’ division, who went out in skiffs for that purpose. Nor should I 
omit to add that during the advance of my forces from Milliken’s Bend 
they subsisted in large part upon the country through which they 
passed, and seized and sent back as a forfeiture to the United States a 
large quantity of cotton owned by the rebel Government. The increased 
facilities afforded by the transports and barges alluded to hastened: the 
removal of the Ninth Division from Smith’stoCarthage. The Fourteenth 
Division followed from Milliken’s Bend to the same place; also the 
Tenth Division to Smith’s and a part of it to Carthage. The rest of the 
Tenth Division rested near Smith’s until a land route had been opened 
10 miles from there to Perkins’. The Twelfth Division, which only ar- 
rived at Milliken’s Bend on the 14th, followed to Smith’s, and was fol- 
lowed from there to Perkins’ by the rest of the Tenth, a large part of 
the trains of the whole corps, and afterward by the Seventeenth and 
Fifteenth Army Corps. 

The last 5 miles of the route from Smith’s to Perkins’ was obstructed 
by numerous bayous. To accelerate the general movement, General 
Hovey undertook the experiment of overcoming these obstacles; but, 
in order to do so, he had to construct nearly 2,000 feet of bridging out 
of materials created, for the most part, on the occasion. This he did 
within the short space of three days and nights, thus extending and 
completing the great military road across the peninsula from the Mis- 
sissippi above to the Mississippi 40 miles below Vicksburg. The 


achievement is one of the most remarkable occurring in the annals of 


war, and justly ranks among the highest examples of military energy 
and perseverance. 

On the 22d, receiving a communication from Admiral Porter inform- 
ing me that he would attack the enemy at Grand Gulf on the following 
morning, and requesting me to send an infantry force to occupy the 
place when he had silenced the enemy’s guns, I directed General Oster- 
haus immediately to embark his division on all available boats and to 
co-operate with the gunboats in carrying into effect the purpose men- 
tioned. In prompt execution of my order, General Osterhaus embarked 
his division during the night of the 22d; but Admiral Porter inform- 
ing me in the morning that further observation had convinced him that 
the enemy were in much stronger force than he at first supposed, and 
that more extensive preparations on the part of our land and naval 
forces were required than could be immediately made, the contemplated 
attack was postponed. 

On the 23d, accompanied by General Osterhaus, I made a personal 
recounaissance of the enemy’s works and position at Grand Gulf, on 
board the gunboat General Price, which had been kindly placed at 


_ my disposal for that purpose by Admiral Porter, and found them very 


strong. 
On the 24th, in obedience to my order, General Osterhaus sent a de- 
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tachment of the Second Illinois Cavalry, under Major Marsh, and the 
Forty-ninth Indiana and the One hundred and fourteenth Ohio Infantry, 
together with a section of artillery, all under command of Colonel Keig- 
win, to reconnoiter the country between Perkins’ and the mouth of 
Bayou Pierre, and to examine into the practicability of expediting the 
general movement by marching troops across the country to the mouth 
of that stream. The expedition was frequently interrupted by rebel 
cavalry, but not until reaching a point on the west side of Bruin’s Lake 
did it meet any considerable resistance. Here the cavalry of the enemy, 
600 or 700 strong, with several pieces of masked cannon, drawn up in 
line of battle on the opposite side of Choctaw Bayou, made a resolute 
stand. <A desultory fight, however, of four hours served to dislodge 
him and leave us master of the field. Thence the detachment continued 
its march to Hard Times, 15 miles below Perkins’ and 3 miles above 
Grand Gulf; thence the cavalry marched across Coffee Point to 
D’Schron’s plantation, 3 miles below Grand Gulf, and on to a point 
opposite Bruinsburg, the landing for Port Gibson, 12 miles below Grand 
Gulf, thus demonstrating the existence of a practicable land route from 
Perkins’ to a point opposite Bruinsburg. The whole or a portion of the 
Seventeenth Army Corps afterwards followed to D’Schron’s, and so the 
Fifteenth as far as Hard Times. 

Having concentrated my whole corps at Perkins’, on the 28th, with- 
out wagons, baggage, tents, or officers’ horses, which were left behind 
for want of means of river transportation, the whole of it, except the 
detachment at Hard Times and two regiments ordered to remain at 
Perkins’ as.a garrison, embarked on steamers and barges, including the — 
‘gunboat General Price, for Grand Gulf. Arriving at Hard Times that 
evening, they rested there during the night on boats and on shore. 


THE ATTACK ON GRAND GULF. 


On the morning of the 29th, the gunboats steamed 3 miles down the 
river to Grand Gulf, and, closely approaching the enemy’s batteries, 
opened fire upon them. The Ninth, Tenth, and Twelfth Divisions of 
my corps followed on transports, casting anchor in full view of the Gulf, 
and holding themselves in readiness to push forward and disembark 
the moment the enemy’s water batteries should be silenced and a foot- 
ing for them thus secured. General Carr’s division remained at Hard 
Times, waiting for the return of transports to bring them on, too. At 
the termination of a daring and persistent bombardment of five and a 
half hours, the enemy’s principal batteries had not been silenced, sev- 
eral of the gunboats had been crippled, and all of them were drawn 
off. Returning to Hard Times, the Ninth, Tenth, and Twelfth Divis- 
ions disembarked, and, together with the Fourteenth Division, crossed 
over the point opposite Grand Gulf that evening and night to D’Schron’s. 
The same night the gunboats, transports, and barges ran the blockade 
at Grand Gulf and landed at D’Schron’s. 

If the attack upon Grand Gulf had succeeded, it would have secured 
either or both of two objects: First, a base for operations against the 
rear of Vicksburg, and, secondly, safety in re-enforcing General Banks, 
at Port Hudson. But failing, it became important to gain a footing at 
some other favorable point. The reconnaissance made by my cavalry, 
in pursuance of your order, indicated Bruinsburg to be that point. 
Hence, embarking on the morning of the 30th, my corps immediately 
proceeded to that place, and disembarked before noon, only halting long 
enough to draw and distribute three days”. rations. 
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At 4 o’clock all my corps, except the cavalry on the opposite side of 
the river, took up the line of march, agreeably to instructions from Major- 
General Grant, for the bluffs, some 3 miles back. Reaching the bluffs 
some time before sunset, and deeming it important to surprise the enemy 
if he should be found in the neighborhood of Port Gibson, and, if pos- 
sible, to prevent him from destroying the bridges over Bayou Pierre on 
the road leading to Grand Gulf and to Jackson, I determined to push 
on by a forced march that night as far as practicable. 

About 1 o’clock on the morning of May 1, upon approaching Magnolia 
Church, 13 miles from Bruinsburg and 4 miles from Port Gibson, Gen- 
eral Carr’s division, leading the advance, was accosted by a light fire 
from the enemy’s infantry, and soon after by the fire of his artillery. 
Harris’ brigade, the command of which had devolved upon Colonel Stone, 
of the Twenty-second Iowa, in consequence of the illness of the former, 
was immediately formed in line of battle, Griffiths’ and Klauss’ batteries 
brought up, and the enemy’s fire briskly replied to and silenced. The 
division rested upon its arms at Shaiffer’s plantation during the short 
remnant of the night. 

Coming up about day-dawn in the morning, I learned from a fugitive 


. negro that the two roads diverging at Shaifter’s led to Port Gibson, one | 


to the right by Magnolia Church, and the other to the left, passing near 
Bayou Pierre, where it is spanned by a rail and earth-road bridge; also 
that the greatest distance between the roads was only some 2 miles; 
that the space between, and for miles around, was diversified by fields, 
thick woods, abrupt hills, and deep ravines, and that the enemy was in 
force in front and intended to accept battle. I immediately proved the 
general correctness of this information by further inquiry and by per- 
sonal reconnaissance, and determined to advance my forces upon the 
cord of the rude ellipse formed by the roads, resting my reserves back 
near the forks of the roads. | 

After the smoke of the previous engagement and the glimmering of 
the rising sun had ceased to blind our view, I ordered General Oster- 
haus to move his division on the road to the left, to relieve a detach- 
ment of General Carr’s division which had been sent to watch the enemy 
in that direction, and to attack the enemy’s right. The object of this 
movement was to secure whatever direct advantage might result from 
attacking the enemy’s line at a point supposed to be comparatively 
weak, and to make a diversion in favor of my right, preparatory to its 
attack upon the strong force understood to be in its front. 

The First Brigade of General Osterhaus’ division, hastening forward 
in execution of this order, at 5.30 a. m. enceuntered the enemy in con- 
siderable force a short distance from Shaiffer’s house. The position of 
the enemy was a strong one, and he seemed determined to maintain it ; 
yet, after an obstinate struggle for more than an hour, he was forced to 
yield and seek temporary safety at a greater distance, under a cover of 
ravines and houses. 

The splendid practice of Lanphere’s and Foster’s batteries disabled 
two of the enemy’s guns, which were with difficulty withdrawn, and 
contributed largely to this success. 

Communicating with General Osterhaus, I offered him re-enforce- 


: ments, but his Second Brigade having now come up, he declined them 


until more urgent occasion should arise. Thus strengthened, he pressed 
forward until insurmountable obstacles in the nature of the ground and 


_ its exposure to the fire of the enemy arrested his progress, and proved 


the impracticability of successful front attack. / 
It was now 2 p.m., and about this time General J. E. Smith’s brigade, 
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of General Logan’s division, came up, and attempting to carry the ene- 
my’s position by such an attack, failed to do so, thus attesting the cor- 
rectness of General Osterhaus’ admonition upon that point. 

A flank movement had been resolved upon by General Osterhaus to 
accomplish the same object. With the view to deceive the enemy, he 
caused his right center to be threatened, and, taking advantage of the ef- 
fect, rapidly moved a strong force toward his extreme right, and person- 
ally leading a brilliant charge against it, routed the enemy, taking three 
pieces of cannon. A detachment of General Smith’s brigade joined in 
the pursuit of the enemy to a point within a half mile of Port Gibson. 


BATTLE OF PORT GIBSON. 


At 6.15 a. m., when sufficient time had elapsed to allow Osterhaus’ 
first attack to work a diversion in favor of my right, I ordered General 
Carr to attack-the enemy’s left. General Benton’s brigade promptly 
moved forward to the right of the main road to Port Gibson. His way 
lay through woods, ravines, and a light canebrake; yet he pressed on 
until he found the enemy drawn up behind the crest of a range of hills 
intersected by the road. Upon one of these hills, in plain view, stood 
Magnolia Church. The hostile lines immediately opened on each other, 
and an obstinate struggle ensued. Meanwhile Stone’s brigade moved 
forward, on and to the left of the road, into an open field, and opened 
with artillery upon the enemy’s left center. 

The action was now general, except at the center, where a continua- 
tion of fields, extending to the front of my line for more than a mile, 
separated the antagonists. The enemy had not dared to show himself 
in these fields, but continued to press my extreme right, with the hope, 
as I subsequently learned, of crushing it and closing his concave line 
around me. 

General Hovey came up at an opportune moment, and reported his 
division to be on the ground. I immediately ordered him to form it in 
two lines near the fork of the two roads, and to hold it there for further 
orders. About the time it had been thus formed, General Smith’s divis- 
ion came up, and General Hovey was ordered to advance his division to 
the support of General Carr’s. In the execution of this order, General 
McGinnis’ brigade moved to the right front, in sapport of Benton’s, en- 
countering the same obstacles that had been overcome by the latter. 
Colonel Slack’s brigade moved by the flank near the main road, and with- 
out much difficulty gained its proper position to the left of McGinnis. 

During the struggle between Benton’s brigade and the enemy, the for- 
mer had moved to the right to secure its flank, and left a considerable 
gap between it and Stone’s. This gap was immediately closed up by a 
portion of General Hovey’s division upon its arrival upon the ground 
assigned to it. The enemy’s artillery was only 150 yards in front, and 
was supported by a strong line of infantry, which, it was reported, had 
just been re-enforced, and was the occasion of the shout of the enemy 
distinctly heard about this time. 

To terminate a sanguinary contest which had continued for several 
hours, General Hovey ordered a charge, which.was most gallanily ex- 
ecuted, and resulted in the capture of 400 prisoners, two stand of colors, 
two 12-pounder howitzers, three caissons, and a considerable quantity of 
ammunition.* <A portion of General Carr’s division joined in this charge. 
About this time I heard that Major-General Grant had come up from 


*See Carr to Rawlins, July 22, 1863, appended to Carr’s report of the battle of Port 
Gihson, p. 623, : 
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: Aaa and soon after had the pleasure of meeting him on the 
eld. 

Determined to press my advantages, I ordered Generals Carr and 
Hovey to push the enemy with all vigor and celerity. This they did, 
beating him back over a mile, and_frustrating all his endeavors to make 
an intermediate stand. 

For particular mention of the regiments, companies, officers, and men 
who distinguished themselves in this daring charge, I would refer to 
the reports of these generals. 

Returning to bring up the narrative of other operations, General 
Smith’s division came up to Schaiffer’s about 7 a. m., and just before 
General Hovey’s moved to the support of General Carr’s. The four 
divisions of my corps were now upon the field, three of them actually 
engaged, and the fourth eager to be. Thelast immediately moved for- 
ward into the fields in front of Schaiffer’s house, and, together with a 
portion of General Osterhaus’ division, held the center, and at the same 
time formed a reserve. 

The second position taken by the enemy on my right front was 

_Stronger than the first. It was in a creek bottom, covered with trees 
and underbrush, the approach to which was over open fields and ragged 
and exposed hill-slopes. Having advanced until they had gained a bald 
ridge overlooking the bottom, Generals Hovey’s and Carr’s divisions 
again enconntered the enemy’s fire. A hot engagement ensued, in the 
course of which, discovering that the enemy was massing a formidable 
force on my right front, with the evident design to force back and turn 
my right flank, I ordered General Smith to send forward a brigade to 
support that flank. Burbridge’s brigade rapidly moved forward for 
that purpose; meanwhile General Hovey massed his artillery on the 
night, and opened a partially enfilading and destructive fire on the en- 
emy. The effect of these combined movements was to force the enemy 
back upon his center with considerable loss. 

Here, with a large concentration of forces, he renewed the attack, 
directing it against my right center. General Carr met and retaliated 
it both with infantry and artillery with great vigor. At the same time 
Landram’s brigade, of General Smith’s division, re-enforced by a detach- 
ment from General Hovey’s division, forced its way through cane and 
underbrush and joined in Carr’s attack. The battle was now trans- 
ferred from the enemy’s left to his center, and after an obstinate strug- 
gle he was again beaten back upon the high ridge on the opposite side 
of the bottom, and within a mile of Port Gibson. General Stevenson’s 
brigade, of General Logan’s division, came up in time to assist in con- 
summating this final result. 

The shades of night soon after closed upon the stricken field, which 
the valor of our men had won and held, and upon which they found 
the first repose since they had left D’Schron’s Landing, twenty-four 
hours before. 

At day-dawn on the morning of the 2d, Smith’s division, leading the 
advance, and followed by the rest of my corps, triumphantly entered 
Port Gibson, through which place and across the South Branch of Bayou 


-. Pierre the enemy had hastily fled the night before, burning the bridge 


across that stream in his rear. 
This, the battle of Port Gibson, on Bayou Pierre, was one of the most 
admirably and successfully fought battles in which it has been my lot 


' to participate since the present unhappy war commenced. If not a de- 


cisive battle, it was determinate of the brilliant series of successes that 
followed. It continued twelve hours, and cost us 803 men killed and 
10 R R—YVOL XXIV, PTI 
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wounded, of which the Ninth Division lost 37 killed and 176 wounded ; 
the Tenth Division, 2 killed and 16 wounded; the Twelfth Division, 42 
killed and 266 wounded, and the Fourteenth Division, 42 killed and 222 
wounded, making the aggregate above named, including 8 reported 
missing.* ‘ 

The loss of the enemy was 2 stand of colors, 2 pieces of cannon, 3 
caissons, a quantity of ammunition, a number of small-arms and am- 
munition wagons, and 580 prisoners. His loss in killed and wounded 
is not known, but must have been considerable. : 

Remaining at Port Gibson, on May 2 my corps assisted in construct- 
ing a bridge across the South Branch of Bayou Pierre, under the di- 
rection of Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, engineer and aide-de camp on 
Major-General Grant’s staff; reconnoitered the country east and north 
of that stream, and skirmished with a detachment left by the enemy 
on the north side of it to watch our movements. ma 

On the night of the 2d, the fugitive enemy was met by re-enforce- 
ments reported to be on their way from Grand Gulf and Vicksburg, 
and communicating their fears to the latter, the whole fled across Big 
Black. The panic also extended to the garrison at Grand Gulf, only 
7 miles from Port Gibson, who spiked their guns, and, hastily abandon- 
ing the place, also fled across the same river. Next day a naval force 
took possession of the place. 

On the same day Brigadier-General Lawler, having reported to me 
for duty under your order, was assigned to the command of the Second 
Brigade, of General Carr’s division. 


MARCH FROM PORT GIBSON TO CHAMPION’S HILL. 


On the 3d, agreeably to your instructions, my corps, save Lawler’s 
brigade, which was left behind to garrison Port Gibson, marched on 
the Raymond road to Willow Springs; on the 6th to Rocky Springs; 
on the 8th to Little Sandy, and on the 9th to Big Sandy. 

General Osterhaus led the advance from Little to Big Sandy, and on 
arriving at the latter creek immediately threw a detachment of infantry, 
preceded by the Second Illinois Cavalry, over it toward Hall’s Ferry, on 
Big Black. Finding a detachment of the enemy in front of the ferry, 
a company of cavalry, under Lieutenant Stickel, dashed forward and 
dispersed it before it had time to form, killing 12 men and capturing 
30 prisoners. 

Resuming its march on the 11th, my corps moved to Five-Mile Creek, 
and on the 12th to Fourteen-Mile Creek. 

During these thirteen days my command subsisted on six days’ 
rations and what scanty supply the country in the immediate vicinity 
of the route afforded; were wholly without tents and regular trains, 
and almost without cooking utensils; yet they were cheerful and prompt 
in the discharge of duty. 

General Hovey’s division led the advance to Fourteen-Mile Creek, 
followed by General Carr and General Osterhaus. General Smith’s 
division moved by the way of Hall’s Ferry, on Big Black River, and, 
leaving a detachment there to guard that crossing, passed on to Mont- 
gomery’s bridge, on Fourteen-Mile Creek, 3 miles below the point of 
General Hovey’s approach. An outpost of the rebel force at Kdwards 
Station, concealed in the thick woods and underbrush lining the creek, 
was first encountered by General Hovey’s advance guard, consisting 


* But see revised statement, p. 584, 
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of a detachment of the Second Illinois Cavalry, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bush, and soon after by his artillery and infantry, which were 
boldly advanced across the open fields to the creek. Overcoming the 
resistance of the enemy, and driving him from his cover, General Hovey 
pushed forward a portion of his command beyond the creek and secured 
the crossing. 

My Joss in this skirmish was 4 men wounded. The loss of the enemy 
is unknown, but must have been greater. On the same day, General 
Sherman seized the crossing of Turkey Creek, a few miles to my right, 
and General McPherson, after a sharp skirmish, seized Raymond, still 
farther to the right. The flight of the enemy from Raymond left the 
way open to Jackson, the capital of Mississippi, and Major-General 
Grant determined to march his army in that direction. This involved 
a change in the direction of its movements. Up to this time Edwards 
Station, to which I had been leading the advance, was the objective 
point. There it was known the enemy had concentrated a considerable 
force and intended to accept battle when offered. Jackson now be- 
came the objective point. 

Hence, on the night of the 12th, I was ordered by Major-General 
Grant to move the following morning, on the north side of Fourteen- 
Mile Creek, to Raymond. At this time my corps rested within 4 miles 
of Edwards Station, with an outpost only 3 and a picket only 2 miles 
from that place. The outpost of the enemy had been driven back from 
the creek, and he was fully advised of the fact and of our proximity. 
The movement ordered was a delicate and hazardous one, but was cal. 
culated to deceive the enemy as to our design. 

To insure it against casualties, as far as possible, 1 ordered General 
Hovey to advance his division early on the morning of the 13th a mile 
on the main road to Edwards Station, and to form it in line of battle 
across the road. The movement was happily executed, and had the 
effect to throw the enemy upon his defense against apprehended attack. 
Meanwhile Osterhaus’ and Carr’s divisions crossed the creek, and, filing 
by the flank to the rear, and under cover of Hovey’s line, crossed Ba- 
ker’s Creek, a mile eastward, on the road to Raymond, and halted. 
Hovey’s division followed in successive detachments, under cover of 
woods. The movement was discovered by the enemy too late to allow 
him to prevent or embarrass it. His attack upon the rear guard was 
hesitating and feeble, and was promptly and completely repulsed. All 
were now safe beyond Baker’s Creek. 

On the same morning General Smith’s division, after destroying 
Montgomery’s bridge, hastened back on the south side of the creek, in 
pursuance of Major-General Grant’s order, to Old Auburn, to guard 
and bring forward to Raymond the army’s trains. That night the same 
division rested at Old Auburn, while the remaining three divisions 
rested on the Raymond road, between Turkey Creek and Raymond. 

The morning of the 14th found General Osterhaus’ division in Ray- 
mond, which, in pursuance of Major-General Grant’s direction, I ordered 
to garrison that place. On the same day, in pursuance Of like direction, 
Generals Carr’s and Hovey’s divisions marched through Raymond in a 
heavy rain-storm; the former to Forest Hill Church, within 6 miles of 
General Sherman’s position at Jackson, the latter to a creek within 4 
miles of General McPherson’s position at Clinton. This was the most 
fatiguing and exhausting day’s march that had been made. é 

That night I received a dispatch from Major-General Grant, inform- 
ing me that the enemy had retreated from Jackson, and was probably 
attempting to reach Vicksburg in advance of us, and ordering me 1m- 
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mediately to move my corps 8 miles north, to Bolton Station, to frus- 
trate the design. Corresponding orders were immediately issued by 
me to commanders of divisions, and, by 9.30 o’clock on the 15th, Gen- 
eral Osterhaus’ division had seized Bolton Station, capturing several 
prisoners and driving the balance of the enemy’s picket away. 

General Hovey’s division soon after came up from Clinton, and both 
divisions were disposed to meet any attack that might come from the 
enemy known to be in front. During the day an active reconnaissance 
was pushed by Colonel Mudd, chief of cavalry of my corps, up to the 
enemy’s picket lines, and at some points beyond. General [Albert L.] 
Lee, who had reported for duty that morning, and who kindly volunteered 
his service as aide-de-camp until he’could be assigned to a command, also 
displayed great enterprise and daring. Indeed, every effort was made 
by myself personally and by others to acquire familiar knowledge of 
the ground and roads for 7 miles west to Edwards Station. It was 
found three roads led from the Raymond and Bolton road to Edwards 
Station, one diverging 14 miles north of Raymond, a second 33 miles, 
and a third 74 miles from Raymond, and 1 mile south of Bolton and the 
railroad. These roads may be designated as the northern, middle, and 
southern roads to Edwards Station, and united within some 2 miles of 
that point. 

Night found Generals Hovey’s, Osterhaus’, and Carr’s divisions, in the 
order stated, at the entrance to these several roads, prepared to receive 
a threatened attack, or to move forward upon converging lines against 
‘Edwards Station. General Smith’s division came up during the night 
and bivouacked north of Raymond, near General Carr’s. General Blair’s 
division, of General Sherman’s corps, bivouacked at Raymond. This 
disposition of my corps but anticipated events. 

During the evening of the 15th, I received a dispatch from Major- 
General Grant, advising me that the entire force of the enemy at Vicks- 
burg had probably crossed the Big Black and taken position at Ed- 
wards Station, and ordering me to feel the enewy without bringing on 
a general engagement, and to notify General Blair what to do. 


BATTLE OF CHAMPION’S HILL. 


It only remained to execute what has been already intimated; hence, 
on the night of the 15th, orders were issued to commanders of divisions 
to move forward on the following morning. 

General Smith moved forward on the southern road at 5 a. m. on the 
16th, followed and supported by General Blair; General Osterhaus on 
the middle road at 6 o’clock, followed and supported by General Carr; 
and General Hovey at the same hour on the northern road. The start- 
ing of different divisions at different hours was in consequence of the 
difference in the distances they had to march, and was designed to 
secure a parallel advance of the different columns. Each division was 
instructed to keep up communication with that or those next to it. 

Believing that General Hovey’s division also needed support, I sent 
a dispatch on the 15th to Major-General Grant, requesting that General 
McPherson’s corps, then arrived in rear of General Hovey, should also 
niove forward, and early on the morning of the 16th I rode over to Gen- 
eral McPherson’s headquarters and suggested the same thing, urging, 
among other things, that if his corps should not be needed as a support, 
it might, in the event I should beat the enemy, fall upon his flank and 
rear and cut him off. Assurances altogether satisfactory were given by 
the general, and I felt confident of our superiority on the right. I went 
forward with the center, formed by Osterhaus and Carr. 
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At 7.30 a. m., when my whole line had approached within some 5 
miles of Edwards Station, General Smith’s division, on my left, en- 
countered the enemy’s skirmishers, who retired. A half mile farther 
on they encountered the fire of the enemy’s artillery, which was briskly 
replied to until it ceased. 

At the moment these demonstrations commenced, there was strong 
reason to believe (corroborated by subsequent information) that the 
enemy was moving in large force on the Raymond road, with the hope 
of turning my left flank and gaining my rear; but the sudden appear- 
ance of my forces in that direction foiled the design and threw his right 
back in some confusion toward his center and left. 

Hearing the report of artillery on the left, General Osterhaus pushed 
forward through a broad field to a thick wood, which covered a seem- 
ing chaos of abrupt hills and yawning ravines. From the skirt of this 
wood he drove a line of skirmishers, and, continuing his advance until 
he discovered the enemy in strong force, commenced feeling him. 

Early notifying Major-Generals Grant and McPherson of what had 
transpired on the left, I requested the latter to co-operate with my 
forces on the right, and directed General Hovey to advance promptly 
but carefully. 

At 9.45 a. m. I received a dispatch from General Hovey, informing 
me that he had found the enemy strongly posted in front; that Gen- 
eral McPherson’s corps was behind him; that his right flank would 
probably encounter severe resistance, and inquiring whether he should, 
bring on the impending battle. 

My whole command was now about 4 miles from Edwards Station, 
and immediately informing Major-General Grant, whom I understood to 
be on the field, of the position of affairs, I inquired whether General 
McPherson could not move forward to the support of General Hovey, 
and whether I should bring on a general engagement. <A dispatch 
from the general, dated 12.35 p. m., came, directing me to throw for- 
ward skirmishers as soon as my forces were in hand; to feel and attack 
the enemy in force, if opportunity occurred, and informing me that 
he was with Hovey and McPherson, and would see that they fully co- 
operated. gt h- 

Meanwhile a line 6f skirmishers had connected Generals Osterhaus’ 
and Smith’s divisions, closing up the narrow space between them. Gen- 
eral Blair had moved a brigade farther to the right, to support the 
skirmishers and the proximate flanks of Osterhaus and Smith. General 

tansom’s brigade, of the Seventeenth Army Corps, had been ordered 
to hasten up from the neighborhood of Raymond, and skirmishing along 
my left and center, particularly the latter, was quite brisk. 

These measures in part had been taken in compliance with Major- 
General Grant’s orders, based on information, of which he had advised 
me, that the enemy was in greatest strength in front of my center and 
left, and might turn my left flank and gain my rear. This, doubtless, 
as already explained, had been the tendency of the enemy early in the 
morning, but had been counteracted by General Smith’s operations. 
Later information was brought by an aide-de-camp of General Smith, 


- and communicated by me to Major-General Grant, of the absence at that 


time of the danger he apprehended. 
Instantly upon the receipt of Major-General Grants order to attack, 


_T hastened to do so, ordering Generals Smith and Osterhaus to “attack 


the enemy vigorously and press for victory,” General Blair to support 
the former and General Carr the latter, holding Lawler’s brigade in 


reserve. 
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At 10 a. m. General Hovey resumed his advance, and, approaching 
in plain view of the enemy, disposed his forces for battle along a skirt 
of wood and across the road of his approach. General McGinnis’ bri- 
gade was formed on the right, and Colonel Slack’s on the left. General 
Logan’s division, of General McPherson’s corps, was between the rail- 
road and my right, and about half a mile from the latter. : 

A mile in front stood a hill some 60 or 70 feet high, covered with a 
thick wood. In this wood the enemy were drawn up in strong force, 
doubtless augmented by his tendency to his right, above noticed. This 
hill is indifferently called Midway or Champion’s Hill, from the fact of 
its being half way between Jackson and Vicksburg, and the reputed 
property of a citizen by the name of Champion. The space between the 
hill and my right was composed of undulating fields, exposed to the 
enemy’s fire, while the ground to its left and front was scarred by deep 
ravines and choked with underbrush, thus making a farther advance 
extremely difficult. Undaunted, the brave men of the Twelfth Division 
pressed on under a galling fire. By 11 a. m. the engagement became 
general all along the hostile lines, and continued to rage with increas- 
ing fury until after 12m. Meantime the enemy had been driven back 
with great slaughter, quite 600 yards, leaving in our hands 300 prison- 
ers and eleven pieces of cannon. 

Rallying in his desperation, and bringing forward fresh troops, he 
poured down the road, and with superior numbers renewed the conflict. 
Not daring to cross the open fields in the direction of General MePher- 
son, who had handled him roughly on the extreme right, his main force 
was directed against General Hovey. A crisis had come. Struggling 
heroically against the adverse tide, that officer called for the support of 
a division of General McPherson’s corps, hard by, which had not yet 
been engaged, but did not get it until his line was being borne back. 
The support finally came, and was also borne back. Slowly and stnb- 
bornly our men fell back, contesting every inch of ground lost with 
death, until they had neared the brow of the hill. Here, under partial 
cover, they rallied and checked the advance of the enemy, but a bold 
and decisive blow was necessary to retrieve the day in this part of the 
field. This was happily struck by General Hovey. Massing his artil- 
lery, strengthened by Dillon’s Wisconsin battery, upon elevated ground 
beyond a mound to his right, he opened an enfilading fire upon the 
enemy, which, challenging the cheers of our men, went crashing through 
the woods with deadly effect. The enemy gave way and the fortune of 
the day in this part of the field was retrieved. Generals Hovey’s and 
Crocker’s divisions pushed forward to the crest of the hill, while Gen- 
eral Logan’s division, falling upon the flank of the broken foe, captured 
many prisoners. Five of the enemy’s guns that had been captured by 
General Hovey and had not been brought off again fell into our hands. 
The carnage strewing the field literally stamped Midway as the “Hill 
of Death.” General Hovey had lost nearly one-third of his men, killed 
and wounded. It was now about 2.30 p. m. 

As already mentioned, General Osterhaus’ division early advanced to 
feel the enemy, General Garrard’s brigade on the right and Colonel 
Lindsey’s on the left. The sharp skirmish that followed upon the re- 
ceipt of my order to attack was pressed until the centers of the oppos- 
ing lines became hotly engaged. The battle was raging all along my 
center and right. In front of my center, as well as my right, the enemy 
appeared in great numbers. Garrard’s brigade was hard pressed, and 
General Osterhaus requested that it should be supported. ‘Support was 
afforded by Benton’s brigade, of Carr’s division, which promptly moved 
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forward, in obedience to my order, and joined with the former in the 
conflict. All of Lawler’s brigade, of the same division, except a reserve 
of one regiment, also advanced to support Lindsey, who had pushed a 
charge near the mouth of a battery. Lawler’s brigade here cast the 
trembling balance in our favor. Himself narrowly escaping the effect 
of a shell, his men joined Lindsey’s, and both dashed forward, shooting 
down the enemy’s battery horses, driving away his gunners, and cap- 
turing two pieces of cannon. This success on the left center, forcing a 
portion of the eneiny to the right, caused the resistance to my right cen- 
ter to be increased and continued until the flight of the enemy on my 
extreme right had communicated its effect to his center. The enemy, 
thus beaten at all points, fled in confusion, the main body along the 
road leading to Vicksburg, a fragment to the left of that road. Gen- 
eral Carr’s division, taking the advance, hotly pursued the former, and 
Lindsey’s and Burbridge’s brigades the latter, until night closed in, each 
taking many prisoners. The rebel General Tilghman was killed by a 
shot from one of General Burbridge’s batteries. 

At8 p. m. General Carr arrived at Edwards, where the flames were 
consuming a train of cars and a quantity of stores which the enemy had 
fired. Both, to a considerable extent, were saved by the activity and 
daring of his men. During the same night General Carr’s division was 
joined by General Osterhaus’. Generals Blair’s and Smith’s divisions 
rested some 3 miles southeast of Edwards Station, and General Hovey’s 
division at Midway, under orders to care for the wounded and bury the 
dead. 

The loss sustained by my corps attests the severity of this memo- 
rable battle, which is as follows : 
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Aggregate, 1,334. 


Of General Blair’s loss I am not advised, not having received a report 
from him. 

Besides the captures already mentioned, a large number of small-arms 
were taken. The field was strewn with the dead and wounded of the 
enemy, and his loss must have been very great. 


BATTLE OF BLACK RIVER BRIDGE. 


At 3.30 on the morning of the 17th, my corps again resumed the ad- 
vance, General Carr’s division leading, and General Osterhaus’ closely 
following, on the road to Black River Bridge, 6 miles distant. On the 
way, General Carr’s division captured a number of prisoners, which were 
‘ sent to the rear, and, upon nearing a skirt of wood masking the enemy’s 

position, encountered and drove back his picket. le 

Passing to the farther edge of the wood, the enemy was discovered 
in full force, strongly intrenched in‘elaborate defenses, consisting of a 


; * Rut see revised statement, p. 582, 
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series of works for artillery and two lines of breastworks—the inner 
one about half a mile in, length, the outer about 1 mile—both resting 
their extremities upon Big Black, and forming the segment of a rude 
circle. Outside of the latter was a deep, miry slough, the approach to 
which, from the line of my advance, was across a field connecting with 
others that widened on the right and left. 

General Carr’s division, having entered the wood mentioned, was im- 
mediately formed in obedience to my order; General Lawler’s brigade 
on the right, resting its flanks near Big Black, and General Benton’s 
brigade on its left and to the right of the railroad. A section of Fos- 
ter’s battery and two regiments of General Osterhaus’ division were 
ordered to the right and rear of Lawler, to support him and counteract 
any approach through the forest to the opposite bank of the river. Os- 
terhaus’ division was ordered to form to the left of the road; Lindsey’s 
brigade in front, and the remaining two regiments of Garrard’s brigade 
obliquely on the left and rear of Lindsey’s, to counteract any movement 
in that direction. 

Two sections of Foster’s battery were brought forward, and while 
being posted in the center of the two divisions, under the personal 
direction of General Osterhaus, was opened on by the enemy’s artillery. 
General Osterhaus and Captain Foster were both wounded, 1 man killed, 
and a limber-box exploded by a shell. The command of the division, 
by my order, was immediately devolved upon General Lee. 

A brisk action. had continued for a half hour or more, when General 
Smith’s division came up and was ordered by me to extend and sup- 
port my left, in which direction it was reported that the enemy were 
moving in large numbers. After this disposition had been made, my 
right center and left engaged the enemy with increased effect, and 
General Lawler, aided by this diversion, and availing himself of infor- 
mation obtained by Colonel [J. J.] Mudd, chief of cavalry, of the practi- 
cability of making a near approach, under partia] cover, on the extreme 
right, dashed forward under a heavy fire across a narrow field, and with 
fixed bayonets carried the enemy’s works, capturing many prisoners 
and routing him. 

The feat was eminently brilliant, and reflects the highest credit upon 
the gallant officers and men of Generals Lawler’s and Osterhaus’ com- 
mands who achieved it. It was determinate of the success of the day. 
Fleeing toward a steamer forming a bridge across the Big Black near 
_ the railroad bridge, most of the enemy escaped to the commanding bluff 
on the opposite side, while others, hotly pressed by Benton’s and the 
right of Lindsey’s brigade, were cut off from that escape, and driven 
to the left and down the river upon the left of Lindsey’s and the front 
of Burbridge’s brigades, and fell into their hands. 

A victory could hardly have been more complete. The enemy burned 
the bridge over which he had passed, two other steamers, and the rail- 
road bridge... About 1,500 prisoners and stand of arms fell into 
our hands, eighteen pieces of cannon, and a considerable quantity of 
ammunition and cotton. A number of the enemy were found dead upon 
the field, but nothing more is certainly known of his loss in killed and 
wounded. 

The loss on our part was limited to my own forces, which alone were 
engaged. The Ninth Division lost 10 killed, 19 wounded, and 1 missing ; 
the Fourteenth Division 19 killed, 223 wounded, and 1 missing; making 
in all 273.* Among the killed is Colonel Kinsman, Twenty-third Iowa, 


* But see revised statement, Part II, p. 128. - 
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who fell, mortally wounded, while leading his.regiment in the charge 
upon the enemy’s works. 

Driven across the river, the enemy made a feeble stand to cover his 
trains and retreat upon Vicksburg, but several hours before sunset was 
dislodged by my forces, leaving tents, a considerable quantity of cloth- 
ing and other stores, together with a large number of small-arms, a 
smoking ruin. 

During the following night and morning a bridge was thrown across 
the Big Black by the pioneer corps under Captain Patterson. : 

On the morning of the 18th, I crossed with Generals Osterhaus’, Smith’s, 
and Carr’s divisions, of my corps, and took up the line of march for Vicks- 
burg, 12 miles distant. General Smith’s division led, followed by Gen- 
erals Osterhaus and Carr, on the Jackson and Vicksburg road to Saint 
Albans, and thence by a cross-road and the Baldwin’s Ferry road at 
TFour-Mile Creek, arriving there about sunset, and resting for the night 
4 miles from Vicksburg. Several prisoners and wagons were captured 
during the march. General Osterhaus resumed command of the Ninth 
Division on the west bank of Big Black, and General Lee was assigned 
to the command of the First Brigade of that division during the absence 
of General Garrard, who had been ordered to report to General Prentiss, 
at Helena. 

Early on the morning of the 19th, accompanied by my staff, I made 
a personal reconnaissance to the brow of a long hill overlooking a creek 
2 miles from Vicksburg. This hill runs north and south, and conforms 
very much to the line of Vicksburg’s defenses, in plain view on a simi- 
lar range a mile west. The creek is called Two-Mile Creek because it 
is only 2 miles from Vicksburg. Colonel Mudd came very near being 
shot by one of the enemy’s pickets during the reconnaissance. 

The intervening space between these two ranges consisted of a series 
of deep hollows separated by narrow ridges, both rising near the enemy’s 
works, and running at angles from them until they are terminated by 
the narrow valley of Two-Mile Creek. The heads of the hollows were 
entirelyopen. Nearer their termination they were covered witha thicket 
of trees and underbrush. At this time the picket and skirmishers of 
the enemy were in this thicket, watchful to discover and obstruct our 
advance. 

The enemy’s defenses consist of an extended line of rifle-pits occupied 
by infantry, covered by a multitude of strong works occupied by artil- 
lery, so arranged as to command not only the approaches by the ravines 
and ridges in front, but each other. 


THE SIEGE OF VICKSBURG. 


Since 4 a. m. my command had been under orders to be in readiness 
to move forward and commence the investment of the city. By 6.30 
a. m. it came up, and in obedience to my orders formed behind the crest 
of the. hill upon which I had been waiting, General Smith’s division on 
the right of the Vicksburg road; General Osterhaus’ on the left, and 
General Carr’s along the base of the hill, as a reserve. Skirmishers 
were thrown forward, who engaged the enemy’s skirmishers, and artil- 
lery was opened from the most commanding positions upon the enemy’s 
works, and a body of infantry observed between them and Burbridge’s 
brigade, on my right. In a short time the enemy’s skirmishers fell 
back, and my line advanced across Two-Mile Creek to the hills on the 
opposite side. ; 

About this time (10.30 a. m.) an order came from Major-General 
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Grant directing corps commanders to gain as close a position as possi- 
ble to the enemy’s works until 2 p. m.; at that hour fire three volleys 
from all their pieces in position, when a general charge of all the corps 
along the line should be made. 

By 2 o'clock, with great difficulty, my line had gained a half mile, 
and was within 800 yards of the enemy’s works. ‘The ground in front 
was unexplored and commanded by the enemy’s works, yet, at the ap- 
pointed signal, my infantry went forward under such cover as my artil- 

‘lery could afford, and bravely continued a wasting conflict until they 
had approached within 500 yards of the enemy’s lines, and exhaustion 
and the lateness of the evening interrupted it. An advance had been 
made by all the corps, and the ground gained firmly held, but the 
enemy’s works were not carried. 

A number of brave officers and men fell, killed or wounded, and 
among the latter General Lee, who had signalized his brief command 
with equal activity, intelligence, and gallantry. The command of his 
brigade devolved on Colonel Keigwin, an able and worthy successor. 

On the 20th, General Hovey brought up Colonel Slack’s brigade, of 
his division, from Champion’s Hill, and supported General Osterhaus on 
the left. General Carr supported General Smith on the right. Lively 
skirmishing continued during the 20th and 21st, and farther approach 
to the enemy’s works was made where it could be done. 

On the evening of the 21st, I received an order of the same date from 
Major-General Grant, in material part as follows: : 


A simultaneous attack will be made to-morrow at 10 a. m. by all the army corps of 
thisarmy. During to-day army corps commanders will have examined all practicable 
routes over which troops can possibly pass. They will get into position all the artil- 
lery possible, and gain all the ground they can with their infantry and skirmishers. 
At an early hour in the morning a vigorous attack will be commenced by artillery 
and skirmishers. The infantry, with the exception of reserves and skirmishers, will 
be placed in columns of platoons, or by a flank, if the ground over which they have to 
pass will not admit of a greater front, ready to move forward at the hour designated. 
Promptly at the hour designated all will start at quick time, with bayonets fixed, and 
march immediately upon the enemy, without firing a gun until the outer works are 
carried. Skirmishers will advance as soon as possible after heads of columns pass 
them, and scale the walls of such works as may confront them. 


General Carr’s division relieved General Smith’s on the same day, and 
now formed the advance on the right, supported by the latter. On the 
left, dispositions continued as before. Communicating Major-General 
Grant’s order to division commanders during the same evening, as far 
as practicable, everything was done calculated to insure success. 

On the morning of the 22d, I opened with artillery, including three 
30, six 20, and six 10 pounder Parrotts (in all, thirty-nine guns), and 
continued a well-directed and effective fire until 10 o’clock, breaching 
the enemy’s works at several points, temporarily silencing his guns and 
exploding four rebel caissons. 

Hive minutes before 10 o’clock the bugle sounded the charge, and at 
10 o’clock my columns of attack moved forward, and within fifteen min- 
utes Lawler’s and Landram’s brigades had carried the ditch, slope, and 
bastion of a fort. Some of their men, emulous of each other, rushed 
into the fort, finding a piece of artillery, and in time to see the men who 
had been serving and supporting it escape behind another defense 
commanding the interior of the former. All of this daring and heroic 
party were shot down, except one, who, recovering from the stunning 
effect of a shot, seized his musket and captured and brought away 13 
rebels, who had returned and fired their guns. The captor was Sergt. 
Joseph E. Griffith, of the Twenty-second Iowa, who, I am happy to say, 
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has since been promoted. The colors of the One hundred and thirtieth 

Illinois were planted upon the counter-scarp of the ditch, while those of 

er nance Ohio and Seventy-seventh Illinois waved over the 
astion. 

Within fifteen minutes after Lawler’s and Landram’s success, Ben- 
ton’s and Burbridge’s brigades, fired by the example, rushed forward 
and carried the ditch and slope of another heavy earthwork, and planted 
their colors upon the latter. Orowning this brilliant feat with a parallel 
to Sergeant Griffith’s daring, Captain White, of the Chicago Mercantile 
Battery, carried forward one of his pieces by hand quite to the ditch, 
and, double-shotting it, fired into an embrasure, disabling a gun in it 
ready to be discharged, and scattering death among the rebel cannon. 
se A curtain connected the works forming these two points of at- 
tack. 

My men never fought more gallantly—nay, desperately. For more 
than eight long hours they maintained their ground with death-like 
tenacity. Neither a blazing sun nor the deadly fire of the enemy shook 
them. Their constancy and valor filled me with admiration. The spec- 
tacle is one never to be forgotten. 

A portion of the First U.S. Infantry, under Major Maloney, serving 
as heavy artillery, added to their previous renown. Neither officers 
nor men could have been more zealous and active. Being in the center, 
they covered in considerable part the advance of Benton’s and Lawler’s 
brigades and materially promoted their partial success. 

Meantime Osterhaus’ and Hovey’s forces, forming the column of 
assault on the left, pushed forward under a withering fire upon a more 
extended line until an enfilading fire from a strong redoubt on their 
left front and physical exhaustion compelled them to take shelter be- 
hind a ridge. Here they could distinctly hear the words of hostile com- 
mand. Their skirmishers, however, kept up the conflict. Alarmed for 
his safety, and the assault of the corps immediately on my left having 
failed, the enemy early hastened to mass large numbers from his right 
and left in my front. Thus re-enforced, he renewed his efforts with in- 
creased effect. All my forces were now engaged, including reserves. 
Failure and loss of my hard-won advantages became imminent. <Ad- 
vising General McArthur, who was on his way from Warrenton, of the 
state of affairs, I requested re-enforcements and notified Major-General 
Grant of the fact. 

At 11 a. m. I informed him that I was hotly engaged ; that the enemy 
was massing upon me from his right and left, and that a vigorous blow 
by General McPherson would make a diversion in my favor. Again, 
at 12 m., that I was in partial possession of two forts, and suggested 
whether a vigorous push ought not to be made all along our lines. 
Responding to these dispatches, Major-General Grant directed me to 
communicate with General McArthur, to use his forces to the best ad- 
vantage, and informed me that General Sherman was getting on well. 
This dispatch was dated at 2 p.m. and came to hand at 3.15 p. m. 
About the same time I received information that General Quinby’s 
division was coming to my support. Hastening to acknowledge the 
receipt of this welcome intelligence, I replied that I had lost no ground ; 
that prisoners informed me that the works in which I had made lodg- 
ments were commanded by strong defenses in the rear, but that with 
the divisions promised I doubted not that I would force my way through 
the hostile lines, and, with many others, I doubt it not yet; but obstacles 
intervened to disappoint. General McArthur’s division, being several 
miles distant, did not get up until next day. Colonel Boome’s and San- 
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born’s brigades, of General Quinby’s division, much exhausted, came 
up, but before either of them could be fully applied—indeed, before 
one of them was entirely formed—night set in and terminated the 
struggle. Colonel Boomer tell early while leading his men forward, 
lamented by all. Meanwhile the enemy, seeing Quinby’s division mov- 
ing in the direction of my position, hastened to concentrate additional 
forces in front of it, and made a sortie, which was repelled. 

About 8 p. m., after ten hours’ continuous fighting, without food or 
water, my men withdrew to the nearest shelter and rested for the night, 
holding by a strong picket most of the ground they had gained. 

My loss during this memorable day comprised fully three-fourths of 
my whole loss before Vicksburg, and was as follows: 
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Aggregate, 1,487. 


To say that the Thirteenth Army Corps has done its whole duty man- 
fully and nobly throughout this arduous and eventful campaign is only 
to say what historical facts abundantly establish. They opened and 
led the way to the field of Port Gibson, and had successfully fought 
that battle for several hours before re-enforcements came. They led 
the way to Champion’s Hill, and bore the brunt of that battle. Unas- 
sisted, they fought and won the battle of Big Black. They made the 
first, if not the only, lodgment in the enemy’s works at Vicksburg, re- 
taining their advantages longest, withdrawing last, and probably sus- 
taining the greatest loss. 

That their officers are subject to no just reproach is equally true. 
On the contrary, that my officers generally have borne themselves 
faithfully and gallantly is attested by conspicuous and incontrovertible 
facts. Their success is a conclusive testimonial of their merit. 

While referring to the reports of division, brigade, and regimental 
commanders for particular notice of the officers of their commands most 
distinguishing themselves, it is proper, as the commander of the corps, 
that I should recommend Brigadier-Generals Hovey, Carr, and Oster- 
haus for promotion; also Colonels Slack, Stone, Keigwin, Landram, 
- Lindsey, and Mudd. The skill, valor, and signal services of these offi- 
cers entitle them to it. ° 

Not having received the reports of Generals Blair, Smith, and Quinby, 
I have been unable to furnish a more particular account of the opera- 
tions of their commands. 

To the members of my staff Iam largely indebted for zealous and 
valuable assistance. Colonel [Thomas 8.] Mather, chief of staff and 
acting ordnance officer; Colonel Mudd, chief of cavalry; Lieutenant-, 
Colonel [Don A.] Pardee, acting inspector-general; Lieutenant-Colonel - 

Henry C.] Warmoth, aide-de-camp; Lieutenant-Colonel [Walter B.] 
Scates, assistant adjutant-general, and Major Butler, provost-marshal, 
all have been active, zealous, and eminently useful in their respective 


* Walled aud wounded. 
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spheres of duty. Lieutenant-Colonel Warmoth, while by my side during | 
the assault of the 22d ultimo, was severely wounded. 

Lieutenants Hains, chief engineer of the corps, [William R.] McComas, 
[Henry] Jayne, and Mason, have commended themselves by ability, 
activity, and usefulness. 

Lieutenant-Colonel [Grantham I.] Taggart, chief commissary, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel [James] Dunlap and Captain [Michael C.] Garber, 
quartermasters, have administered their affairs with an energy and suc- 
cess commanding my hearty approbation. 

Major Forbes, medical director, has done everything that could be 
expected of an officer of rare talent, skill, and varied experience in his 
department. 

Sympathizing with the general commanding the noble army of the 
Tennessee in the loss of so many brave men killed and wounded, I can- 
not but congratulate him, in my thankfulness to Providence, upon the 
many and signal successes which have crowned his arms. ~ 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
[Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


|Indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 19, 1863. 


Respectfully forwarded. This report contains so many inaccuracies 
that to correct it, to make it a fair report to be handed down as histori- 
cal, would require the rewriting of most of it. It is pretentious and 
egotistical, as is sufficiently shown by my own and all other reports 
accompanying. 

The officers and men composing the Thirteenth Army Corps, through- 
out the campaign ending with the capture of Vicksburg, have done 
nobly, and there are no honors due the Army of the Tennessee in which 
they do not share equally. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 
[ADJUTANT GENERAL U. S. ARMY.] 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Camp near Vicksburg, Miss., May 30, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 


GENERAL: [have the honor to transmit herewith a tabular statement 
of the number of killed, wounded, and missing of the several divisions 
of the Thirteenth Army Corps, except the Ninth, in the several battles 
and skirmishes since I crossed the Mississippi River into the State of 
Mississippi. I can only give a partial report at the present time. I will 
add a summary of the casualties of the Ninth Division as soon as re- 
ceived. Inthe more extended or full reports, which will be ready soon, 
slight corrections, doubtless, of this statement will be found. The press 
of public duties must be my apology for this delay. 

Your most obedient servant, 
; JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-Gencral, Commanding. 
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[Inclosure.] ; 


Abstract of killed and wounded in the Thirteenth Army Corps since it crossed the Mississippi 
River, April 30, 1863. 
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The aggregate only of killed and wounded in the Twelfth Division is given. The casualties of the 
Ninth Division is from the medical director, and is only approximate. 
Very respectfully, 
WALTER B. SCATES, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel and Assistant Adjutant-General, Thirteenth Army Corps. 


Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLIns, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Tennessee. 


CAIRO, ILL., June 23, 1863. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States: 
I have been relieved for an omission of my adjutant.* Hear me. 
JOHN A, McCLERNAND. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
In Camp near Vicksburg, Miss., June 26, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-Generai of the Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: Inclosed I respectfully transmit the letters of Maj. Gen. W. 
T. Sherman, commanding Fifteenth Army Corps, and Maj. Gen. J. B. 
McPherson, commanding Seventeenth Army Corps, of date, respect- 
ively, the 17th and 18th instant, relative to the congratulatory order of 
Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand to his troops, a copy of which order is 
also herewith transmitted, together with copies of the correspondence 
relating thereto, and my order relieving General McClernand from the 
command of the Thirteenth Army Corps and assigning Maj. Gen. B. O. 
A oe to the command thereof, subject to the approval of the Presi- 
dent. 

A disposition and earnest desire on my part to do the most I could 


* See Inclosure No. 6, p. 164, 
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with the means at my command, without interference with the assign- 
ments to command which the President alone was authorized to make, 
made me tolerate General McClernand long after I thought the good 
of the service demanded his removal. It was only when almost, the 
ae army under my command seemed to demand it that he was re- 
ieved. 

The inclosed letters show the feelings of the army corps serving in the 
field with the Thirteenth Corps. The removal of General McClernand 
from the command of the Thirteenth Army Corps has given general 
satisfaction, the Thirteenth Army Corps sharing, perhaps, equally in 
that feeling with the other corps of the army. My action in the reliev- 
ing of Maj. Gen. John A. MeClernand from the command of the Thir- 
_ teenth Army Corps and the assignment of Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord to 
that command I trust will meet the approval of the President.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss., June 17, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. J OHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Commanding Thirteenth Army Corps: 


GENERAL: Inclosed I send you what purports to be your congratu- 
latory address to the Thirteenth Army Corps. I would respectfally ask 
ifitisa true copy. If it is not a correct copy, furnish me one by bearer, 
as required both by regulations and existing orders of the Department. 

Very respectfully, 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Major- General. 
[Sub-Inclosure. ] 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 72. \ Battlefield, in rear of Vicksburg, May 30, 1863. 
COMRADES: As your commander, I am proud to congratulate you upon 
your constancy, valor, and successes. History affords no more brilliant 
example of soldierly qualities. Your victories have followed in such 
rapid succession that their echoes have not yet reached the country. 
They will challenge its grateful and enthusiastic applause. Yourselves 
striking out a new path, your comrades of the Army of the Tennessee 
followed, and a way was thus opened for them to redeem previous dis- 
appointments. Your march through Louisiana, from Milliken’s Bend 
to New Carthage and Perkins’ plantation, on the Mississippi River, is” 
one of the most remarkable on record. Bayous and miry roads, threat- 
ened with momentary inundation, obstructed your progress. All these 
were overcome by unceasing labor and unflagging energy. The 2,000 
feet of bridging which was hastily improvised out of materials created 
on the spot, and over which you passed, must long be remembered as a 
marvel. Descending the Mississippi still lower, you were ‘the first to 
cross the river at Bruin’s Landing and to plant our colors in the State 
of Mississippi below Warrenton. Resuming the advance the same day, 
you pushed on until you came up to the enemy near Port Gibson. Only 
restrained by the darkness of night, you hastened to attack him on the 


*See also McClernand to Halleck, June 27, p. 165, 
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morning of May 1, and by vigorously pressing him at all points drove 
him from his position, taking a large number of prisoners and small- 
arms and five pieces of cannon. General Logan’s division came up in 
time to gallantly share in consummating the most valuable victory won 
since the capture of Fort Donelson. 

Taking the lead on the morning of the 2d, you were the first to enter 
Port Gibson and to hasten the retreat of the enemy from the vicinity of 
that place. During the ensuing night, as a consequence of the victory 
at Port Gibson, the enemy spiked his guns at Grand Gulf and evacuated 
that place, retiring upon Vicksburg and Edwards Station. The fall of 
Grand Gulf was solely the result of the victory achieved by the land 
forces at Port Gibson. The armament and public stores captured there 
are but the just trophies of that victory. Hastening to bridge the South 
Branch of the Bayou Pierre, at Port Gibson, you crossed on the morning 
of the 3d, and pushed on to Willow Springs, Big Sandy, and the main 
crossing of Fourteen-Mile Creek, 4 miles from Edwards Station. <A de- 
tachment of the enemy was immediately driven away from the crossing, 
and you advanced, passed over, and rested during the night of the 12th 
within 3 miles of the enemy, in large force at the station. 

On the morning of the 13th, the objective point of the army’s move- 
ments having been changed from Edwards Station to Jackson, in pur- 
suance of an order from the commander of the department, you moved 
on the north side of Fourteen-Mile Creek toward Raymond. This deli- 
eate and hazardous movement was executed by a portion of your num- 
ber under cover of Hovey’s division, which made a feint of attack in 
line of battle upon Edwards Station. ‘Too late to harm you, the enemy 
attacked the rear of that division, but was promptly and decisively 
repulsed. 

Resting near Raymond that night, on the morning of the 14th you 
entered that place, one division moving on to Mississippi Springs, near 
Jackson, in support of General Sherman; another to Clinton, in sup- 
port of General McPherson; a third remaining at Raymond, and a 
fourth at Old Auburn, to bring up the army trains. 

On the 15th, you again led the advance toward Edwards Station, 
which once more became the objective point. Expelling the enemy’s 
Dae from Bolton the same day, you secured and held that important 
position. 

On the 16th, you led the advance, in three columns upon three roads, 
against Edwards Station. Meeting the enemy on the way in strong 
force, you heavily engaged him near Champion’s Hill, and after a san- 
guinary and obstinate battle, with the assistance of General McPher- 
son’s corps, beat and routed him, taking many prisoners and small-arms 
and several pieces of cannon. Continuing to lead the advance, you 
rapidly pursued the enemy to Edwards Station, capturing that place, a 
large quantity of public stores,and many prisoners. Night only stopped 
you. 

At day-dawn on the 17th, you resumed the advance, and early coming 
upon the enemy strongly intrenched in elaborate works, both before and 
behind Big Black River, immediately opened with artillery upon him, 
followed by a daring and heroic charge at the point of the bayonet,which 
put him to rout, leaving eighteen pieces of cannon and more than 1,000 
prisoners in your hands. 

By an early hour on the 18th, you had constructed a bridge across 
the Big Black, and had commenced the advance upon Vicksburg. 

On the 19th, 20th, and 21st you continued to reconnoiter and skirmish 
until you had gained a near approach to the enemy’s works. 
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On the 22d, in pursuance of the order from the commander of the de- 
partment, you assaulted the enemy’s defenses,in front at 10 a. m., and 
within thirty minutes had made a lodgment and planted your colors 
upon two of his bastions. This partial success called into exercise the 
highest heroism, and was only gained bya bloody and protracted strug- 
gle; yet it was gained, and was the first and largest success achieved 
anywhere along the whole line of our army. For nearly eight hours, 
under a scorching sun and destructive fire, you firmly held your footing, 
and only withdrew when the enemy had largely massed their forces and 
concentrated their attack upon you. Howand why the general assault 
failed, it would be useless now to explain. The Thirteenth Army Corps, 
acknowledging the good intentions of all, would scorn indulgence in 
weak regrets and idle criminations. According justice to all, it would 
only defend itself. If, while the enemy was massing to crush it, assist- 
ance was asked for by a diversion at other points, or by re-enforcement, 
it only asked what in one case Major-General Grant had specifically 
and peremptorily ordered, namely, simultaneous and persistent attack 
ail along our lines until the enemy’s outer works should be carried, and 
what, in the other, by massing a strong force in time upon a weakened 
point, would have probably insured success. 

Comrades, you have done much, yet something more remains to be 
done. The enemy’s odious defenses still block your access to Vicksburg. 
Treason still rules that rebellious city, and closes the Mississippi River 
against rightful use by the millions who inhabit its sources and the great 
Northwest. Shall not our flag float over Vicksburg? Shall not the 
great Father of Waters be opened to lawful commerce? Methinks the 
emphatic response of one and all of you is, ‘It shall be so.” Then let 
us rise to the level of a crowning trial. Let our common sufferings and 
glories, while uniting as a band of brothers, rouse us to new and sur- 
passing efforts. Let us resolve upon success, God helping us. 

I join with you, comrades, in your sympathy for the wounded and 
sorrow for the dead. May we not trust, nay, is it.not so, that history 
will associate the martyrs of this sacred struggle for law and order, lib- 
erty: and justice, with the honored martyrs of Monmouth and Bunker 
Hill? 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss., June 13, 1863. 


Lieut. Co]. Joun A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Major-General 
Grant’s dispatch to General McClernand in relation to his address to 
the officers and soldiers of the Thirteenth Army Corps. The major- 
general commanding was absent at the time of its receipt, and has not 
yet returned. 

T hasten to comply with the order of General Grant by inclosing a 
correct copy of the address. 

Your most obedient servant, 
WALTER B. SCATES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[Inclosure No. 3.] 


Hpers. THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, June 13, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT: ; 

I have just returned. The newspaper slip is a correct copy of my 
congratulatory order, No. 72, I am prepared to maintain its state- 
ments. I regret that my adjutant did not send you a copy promptly, 
as he ought, and I thought he had. 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Camp on Walnut Hills, June 17, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. JoHN A. RAWLINS, mage 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Tennessee: 


Sir: On my return last evening from an inspection of the new works 
at Snyder’s Bluff, General Blair, who commands the Second Division of 
my corps, called my attention to the inclosed publication in the Mem- 
phis Evening Bulletin of June 13, instant, entitled ‘“ Congratulatory 
Order of General McClernand,” with a request that I should notice it, 
lest the statements of fact and inference contained therein might receive 
credence from an excited public. It certainly gives me no pleasure or 
satisfaction to notice such a catalogue of nonsense—such an effusion of 
vain-glory and hypocrisy ; nor can I believe General McClernand ever 
published such an order officially to his corps. I know too well that 
the brave and intelligent soldiers and officers who compose that corps 
will not be humbugged by such stuff. 

If the order be a genuine production and not a forgery, it is mani- 
festly addressed not to an army, but to a constituency in Illinois, far 
distant from the scene of the events attempted to be described, who 
might innocently be induced to think General McClernand the saga- 
cious leader and bold hero he so complacently paints himself; but it is 
» barely possible the order is a genuine one, and was actually read to the 
regiments of the Thirteenth Army Corps, in which case a copy must 
have been sent to your office for the information of the commanding 
general. 

I beg to call his attention to the requirements of General Orders, No. 
151, of 1862, which actually forbids the publication of all official letters 
and reports, and requires the name of the writer to be laid before the 
President of the United States for dismissalgg The document under 
question is not technically a letter or report, and though styled an order, 
is not an order. It orders nothing, but is in the nature of an address 
to soldiers, manifestly designed for publication for ulterior political pur- 
poses. It perverts the truth to the ends of flattery and self-glorification, 
and contains many untruths, among which is one of monstrous false- 
hood. It substantially accuses General McPherson and myself with 
disobeying the orders of General Grant in not assaulting on May 19 
and 22, and allowing on the latter day the enemy to mass his forces 
against the Thirteenth Army Corps alone. General McPherson is fully 
able to answer for himself, and for the Fifteenth Army Corps I answer 
that on May 19 and 22 it attacked furiously, at three distinct points, 
the enemy’s works, at the very hour and minute fixed in General Grant’s 
written orders; that on both days we planted our colors on the exterior 
slope and kept them there till nightfall; that from the first hour of in- 
vestment of Vicksburg until now my corps has at all times been far in 
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advance of General McClernand’s ; that the general-in-chief, by personal 
inspection, knows this truth; that tens of thousands of living witnesses 
beheld and participated in the attack; that General Grant visited me 
during both assaults and saw for himself, and is far better qualified to 
judge whether his orders were obeyed than General McClernand, who 
was nearly 3 miles off; that General McClernand never saw my lines; 
that he then knew, and still knows, nothing about them, and that from 
his position he had no means of knowing what occurred on this front. 
Not only were the assaults made at the time and place and in the man- 
ner prescribed in General Grant’s written orders, but about 3 p. m., five 
hours after the assault on the 22d began, when my storming party lay 
against the exterior slope of the bastion on my front, and Blair’s whole 
division was deployed close up to the parapet, ready to spring to the 
assault, and all my field artillery were in good position for the work, 
General Grant showed me a note from General McClernand, that moment 
handed him by an orderly, to the effect that he had carried three of the 
enemy’s forts, and that the flag of the Union waved over the stronghold 
of Vicksburg, asking that the enemy should be pressed at all points lest 
he should concentrate on him. Not dreaming that a major-general 
would at such acritical moment make a mere buncombe communication, 
I instantly ordered Giles A. Smith’s and Mower’s brigades to renew the 
assault under cover of Blair’s division and the artillery, deployed as 
before described, and sent an aide to General Steele, about a mile to my 
right, to convey the same mischievous message, whereby we lost, need- 
lessly, many of our best officers and men. 

I would never have revealed so unwelcome a truth had General Me- 
Clernand, in his process of self-flattery, confined himself to facts in the 
reach of his own observation, and not gone out of the way to charge 
others for results which he seems notto comprehend. In cases of repulse 
and failure, congratulatory addresses by subordinate commanders are 
not common, and are only resorted to by weak and vain men to shift 
the burden of responsibility from their own to the shoulders of others. 
I never make a practice of speaking or writing of others, but during , 
our assault of the 19th several of my brigade commanders were under 
the impression that McClernand’s corps did not even attempt an assault. 

In the congratulatory order I remark great silence on the subject. 
Merely to satisfy inquiring parties, I should like to know if McClernand’s 
corps did or did not assault at 2 p. m. of May 19, as ordered. I do not 
believe it did, and I think General McClernand responsible. 

With these remarks I leave the matter where it properly belongs, in 
the hands of the commanding general, who knows his plans and orders, 
sees with an eye single to success and his country’s honor, and not from 
the narrow and contracted circle of a subordinate commander, who ex- 
aggerates the importance of the events that fall under his immediate 
notice, and is filled with an itching desire for ‘‘fame not earned.” 


With great respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
{Inclosure No. 5.] 
Hors. 17tnH ARMY CoRPS, DEPT. OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss, June 18, 1863. - 
Major-General Grant, Comdg. Dept. of the Tennessee : 
GENERAL: My attention has just been called to an order published 


in the Missouri Democrat of the 10th instant, purporting to be a con- 
gratulatory order from Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand to his command 
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The whole tenor of the order is so ungenerous, and the insinuations and 
criminations against the other corps of your army are so manifestly at 
variance with the facts, that a sense of duty to my command, as well 
as the verbal protest of every one of my division and brigade com- 
manders against allowing such an order to go forth to the public un- 
answered, require that I should call your attention to it. After a care- 
ful perusal of the order, I cannot help arriving at the conclusion that it 
was written more to influence public sentiment at the North and impress 
the public mind with the magnificent strategy, superior tactics, and 
brilliant deeds of the major-general commanding the Thirteenth Army 
Corps than to congratulate his troops upon their well-merited successes. 
There is a vain-gloriousness about the order, an ingenious attempt to 
write himself down the hero, the master-mind, giving life and direction 
to military operations in this quarter, inconsistent with the high-toned 
principles of the soldier, sans peur et sans reproche. Though born a 
warrior, as he himself stated, he has evidently forgotten one of the 
most essential qualities, viz, that. elevated, refined sense of honor, 
which, while guarding his own rights with zealous care, at all times 
renders justice to others. 

It little becomes Major-General McClernand to complain of want of 
co-operation on the part of other corps in the assault on the enemy’s 
works on the 22d ultimo, when 1,218 men of my command were placed 
hors de combat in their resolute and daring attempt to carry the positions 
assigned to them, and fully one-third of these from General Quinby’s 
division, with the gallant and accomplished Colonel [George B.] Boomer 
at their head, who fell in front of his own lines, where they were left 
(after being sent 2 miles to support him) to sustain the whole brunt of 
the battle from 5 p. m. until after dark, his own men being recalled. If 
General McClernand’s assaulting columns were not immediately sup- 
ported when they moved against the enemy’s intrenchments, and few 
of the men succeeded in getting in, it most assuredly was his own fault 
and not the fault of any other corps commander. Each corps com- 
_mander had the positions assigned to him which he was to attempt to 
carry, and it remained with him to dispose his troops in such a way as 
to support promptly and efficiently any column which succeeded in 
getting in. The attack was ordered by the major-general commanding 
the department to be simultaneous at all the points selected, and pre- 
cisely at the hour the columns moved, some of them taking a little longer 
than others to reach the enemy’s works, on account of the natural and 
artificial obstacles to be overcome, but the difference in time was not 
great enough to allow of any changing or massing of the enemy from 
one part of the line to the other. 

The assault failed, not, in my opinion, from any want of co-operation 
or bravery on the part of our troops, but from the strength of the works, 
the difficulty of getting close up to them under cover, and the deter- 
mined character of the assailed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. B. MCPHERSON, 
Major-General. 
[Inclosure No. 6.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
No. 164. § Near Vicksburg, Miss., June 18, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 


IV. Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand is hereby relieved from the com- 
mand of the Thirteenth Army Corps. He will proceed to any point he 
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may select in the State of Illinois, and report by letter to Headquarters 
of the Army for orders.* Maj. Gen. BE. O. C. Ord is hereby appointed 
to the command of the Thirteenth Army Corps, subject to the approval 
of the President, and will immediately assume charge of the same. 
By order of Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant: 
: JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ADDENDA... 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., June 27, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

GENERAL: On the 4th instant I personally delivered the original of 
the accompanying paper, marked A, to Major-General Grant, upon the 
perusal of which he remarked in substance that he had .underrated the 
obstacles frustrating the assault upon Vicksburg’s defenses, and that 
he would answer my note in writing, and, as I understood him, satis- 
factorily. It has not yet been answered. 

The original of the accompanying paper, marked B,} was received by 
me on the evening of the 18thinstant. The paper marked Cit is a copy 
of my answer, and paper marked D is a copy of General Grant’s reply.§ 
Paper marked E is a copy of my protest. 

In compliance with General Grant’s order, I have the honor to report 
to Headquarters of the Army by letter for orders. 

Having opened the way from Milliken’s Bend above to Perkins’ plan- 
tation, 40 miles below, Vicksburg; having led the advanced corps to 
Port Gibson and to Champion’s Hill, and borne the brunt of both of these 
battles, as statistics will prove; having fought the battle of Big Black 
unassisted by any other corps; having made the first and perhaps only 
lodgments in the enemy’s works at Vicksburg on the 22d ultimo, and 
demonstrated the vigor and persistency of my assault by the greatest 
loss, I ask, in justice, that I may be restored to my command at least 
until Vicksburg shall have fallen. Only two days before my banish- 
ment from the Department of the Tennessee, General Grant had in- 
creased my command by the positive addition of one division and by 
the contingent addition of two others, making it larger than the Fifteenth 
and Seventeenth Army Corps combined, and therefore cannot consist- 
ently object upon the score of distrust of my fidelity or ability. 


Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure A.] 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Batile-field near Vicksburg, Miss., June 4, 1863. 


[Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT:] 

GENERAL: What appears to bea systematic effort to destroy my use- 
fulness and character as a commander makes it proper that I should 
address you this note. It is reported, among other things, as I under- 
stand, that I attacked on the 22d ultimo without authority; again, that . 
I attacked too late; again, that I am responsible for your failure and . 


* See McClernand to Grant, June 18, p. 166. +See Inclosure No. 3; p. 162. 
t See Inclosure No.1, p. 159. § See Inclosure No. 6, p. 164. 
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losses; again, that I am arrested and being sent North; again, that my 
command is turned over to another officer, and, again, that you have per- 
sonally assumed command of it. These reports are finding their way 
from the landings up the river. I hardly need say to you that all these 
reports are false; that I obeyed orders in attacking; that my attack was 
prompt:-and in a larger measure more successful than any other; that 
. the ultimate failure of the general attack and the losses attending it 
were, under the circumstances, unavoidable consequences of obstacles 
found to be unsurmountable, and [notwithstanding] a determined effort, 
at least on my part, to carry and hold the works in obedience to your 
express and peremptory order. You know that I am not yet under 
arrest, or being sent away, or superseded in my command. All these 
things being known to you, and these false reports being brought to 
your notice, it remains for you to determine whether truth, justice, and 
generosity do not call on you for such a declaration as will be conclusive 
in the matter. 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure E.] 


BATTLE-FIELD, NEAR VICKSBURG, MISs., 
June 18, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee: 

Your order, relieving me and assigning Major-General Ord to the 
command of the Thirteenth Army Corps, is received. Having been 
appointed by the President to the command of that corps, under a defi- 
nite act of Congress, I might justly challenge your authority in the 
premises, but forbear to do so at present. Iam quite willing that any 
statement of fact in my congratulatory [order] to the Thirteenth Army 
Corps, to which you think just exception may be taken, should be made 
the subject of investigation, not doubting the result. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILu., June 27, 1863. 
Hon. Ii. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Under authority conferred by you in previous correspondence to come 
municate freely, I inclose the accompanying correspondence* between 
Major-General Grant and myself. Irom that correspondence you will 
learn that General Grant has assumed power to relieve me from the 
command of the Thirteenth Army Corps and to banish me from the 
Department of the Tennessee. The ostensible motive for this act is the 
failure of my adjutant to send General Grant a copy of a congratulatory 
order communicated to commanders of divisions of the Thirteenth Army 
Corps, the design of which was to assert the just claims of that corps and 
to stimulate its soldierly pride and conduct. 

The order reflected upon no one, nor was it to have been expected 
that I could have personally supervised the routine of the adjutant’s 
office in this or any like particular. I was in the presence of the enemy, 


*See McClernand to Halleck, p. 165, 
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and my attention and best efforts were due to what was transpiring in 
the field; besides, sent or unsent, outside of the purpose mentioned, the 
order effected nothing. 

The real motive for so unwarranted an act was hostility—personal 
hostility—growing out of the early connection of my name with the 
Mississippi River expedition and your assignment of me to the com- 
mand of it. This feeling subsequently became intensified by the con- 
trast made by my success at Arkansas Post with General Grant’s retreat. 
from Oxford and his repulse at Chickasaw Bayou, and, later still, more 
intensified by the leadership and success of my corps during the advance 
from Milliken’s Bend to Port Gibson, to Champion’s Hill, and to Big 
Black. In all these battles my corps led the advance and bore the 
brunt; indeed, I made the dispositions for the battles of Port Gibson 
and Champion’s Hill, also for the battle of Big Black, which was fought 
on our part alone by my own corps. 

During May 19, 20, 21, and 22, I lost 1,487 men killed and wounded 
before Vicksburg in fruitless attempts to carry the enemy’s works, in 
obedience to General Grant’s orders—orders which, under the circum- 
stances, were incapable of execution. 

On the 22d, I was the first toattack. I made the only lodgments; held 
them all day under a scorching sun and wasting fire, while the corps on 
my right, sustaining repulse, left the enemy to mass upon me. Yet, so 
far as I have seen, the only dispatch from General Grant noticing me 
or the Thirteenth Army Corps placed me in the position of bringing up 
the rear. 

The fact that McPherson and Sherman gained the lead for a day or 
two by reason of the temporary substitution of Jackson for Edwards 
Station as the objective point of the army’s movements, was the occa- 
sion for a statement calculated to induce the belief that I was uniformly 
inthe rear. All this, however, is but consistent with the motive that 
censured me for the Arkansas expedition, which, fortunately for me and 
the country, terminated in the fall of Post Arkansas, and the attempt 
to charge me with the failure at Chickasaw Bayou, which occurred be- 
- fore I took command of the Mississippi River expedition. 

I ask, in justice, for an investigation of General Grant’s and my con- 
duct as officers from the battle of Belmont to the assault of the 22d upon 
Vicksburg, inclusive; and meantime, until the public service will allow 
the investigation, that I be restored to my command, at least until the 
fall of Vicksburg. General Grant cannot consistently object to the lat- 
ter, because only two days before my dismission he made my command 
larger than the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps combined by 
the addition of one division certainly and two others contingently, thus 
in an emergency, notwithstanding his personal feelings, testifying his 
confidence in my fidelity and capability. Please early advise me of 
the determination of the Government in the premises. 


Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 


— 


SPRINGFIELD, ILt., June 30, 1863.” 
His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States: 


Major-General McClernand arrived here on the 26th instant. He has 
been received by the people here with the greatest demonstrations of 
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respect, all regretting that he is not now in the field. I desire to sug- 
gest that if General McClernand, with some Western troops, was put in 
command of Pennsylvania, it would inspire great hope and confidence 


in the Northwest, and perhaps throughout the country. 
RICH’D YATES, 


Governor. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., 
August 24, 1863. 


Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 


On June 27, ultimo, I had the honor to address you a respectful com- 
munication, giving the circumstances attending my removal by General 
Grant from the command of the Thirteenth Army Corps, and contain- 
ing, among other things, the following passages : 


I ask, in justice, for an investigation of General Grant’s and my conduct as officers 
from the battle of Belmont to the assault of May 22 on Vicksburg, inclusive. 


* ca * * * * * 
Please early advise me of the determination of the Government in the premises. 


Fearing that the foregoing matter, in the multitude of your engage- 
ments, has escaped your attention, I write again, respectfully asking that 
you will please immediately advise me whether the desired investiga- 
tion will or will not be ordered. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., September 5, 1863. 


Hon. BE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 29th ultimo.* Byit Iam advised that the President has declined 
to order a court of inquiry. If the reason for this determination was 
because my application contemplated an investigation extending beyond 
my own Official conduct, I beg to obviate the objection by requesting 
a court of inquiry simply to investigate my own conduct. If the court 
be granted, I would prefer that its jurisdiction be extended to my entire 
conduct as an United States officer in the present war; or, if that may 
not be, to my conduct in connection with the Mississippi River expedi- 
tion; or, if that may not be, to my conduct in connection with the late 
campaign from Milliken’s Bend around to Vicksburg, and resulting in 
the fall of that place. 

Pardon this further intrusion upon your attention, which is made in 
no improper spirit, but to ascertain the intended effect of the President’s 
determination, and to ask of you to further oblige me by early advising 
me in the premises. 

Your obedient servant, 


JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 


* Not found. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, September 14, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. McCLERNAND, 
Springfield, Ill. : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 5th instant has been submitted to the 
President, who directs me to say that a court of inquiry embracing any 
one of the subjects specified in that letter would necessarily withdraw 
from the field many officers whose presence with their commands is 
absolutely indispensable to the service, and whose absence might cause 
irreparable injury to the success of operations now in active progress. 
For these reasons he declines at present your applications, but if here- 
after it can be done without prejudice to the service, he will, in view of 
your anxiety upon the subject, order a court. 

Your obedient servant, 
’ EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILt., September 28, 1863. 
To the PRESIDENT: 

Failing to be restored to my command (now, as [| understand, passed 
from General Grant’s control), or to any command, and failing also to 
obtain a court of inquiry, no other mode of self-vindication is left to me 
than an official and responsible statement by myself of my own case. 
The accompanying paper is that statement, which I send to’ you for 
your perusal as a matter rightfully claiming your attention, and which, 
in justice to myself, my children, and my friends, I propose to publish. 


Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 


OcTroBER 9, 1863. 


P. 8.—Governor [Richard] Yates, having returned from Ohio without 
visiting Washington and delivering this note and accompanying pack- 
age, I avail myself of the first opportunity to send both by mail. Ialso 
send copies of the statement of my case to the Secretary of War and the 
General-in-Chief. 

{Inclosure.] 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., September 25, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

This paper is respectfully communicated as an official and responsible 
protest against portions of Major-General Grants report of the 6th 
ultimo, purporting to give an account of the operations of the Army of 
the Tennessee in the late campaign resulting in the fall of Vicksburg. 
To allow that report, with its multitude of errors, inaccuracies, and im- 
perfections to pass unnoticed by me would allow the truth of history 
to be jeoparded and gross injustice done not only to myself but to my 
comrades in arms of the Thirteenth Army Corps without an effort to 
prevent it. This I am unwilling should be done. 

How far General Grant is indebted to the forbearance of officers under 
his command for his retention in the public service so long, I will not 
undertake to state unless he should challenge it. None know better 
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than himself how much he is indebted to that forbearance. Neither 
will I undertake to show that he is indebted to the good conduct of offi- 
cers and men of his command at different times for the series of suc- 
cesses that have gained him applause rather than to his own merit as 
- a commander, unless he should challenge it, too. It will suffice in this 
connection to say that while I have been and still am proud of the 
honors that have been conferred upon him as my commander, I only 
regret that he should use the influence he has acquired (in a consider- 
able degree through the efforts of citizen soldiers) for any purpose less 
commendable than the promotion of the public good. 

General Grant’s report appears to have two objects—one to give an 
account of the operations of his army, the other to disparage me; and 
any one who will carefully and candidly read it, can hardly fail to per-' 
ceive that in a persistent effort to do the latter he has interrupted the 
logical and orderly development of the former and marred the symme- 
try of an official document. Take, for example, his narrative of the as- 
sault of May 22 upon the defenses of Vicksburg. He says: 

All the corps commanders set their time by mine, that there should be no difference 
between them in movement of assault. Promptly at the hour designated the three 
army corps, then in front of the enemy’s works, commenced the assault. 

* *® * * * * * 

The assault was gallant in the extreme on the part of all the troops, but the enemy’s 
position was too strong, both naturally and artificially, to be taken in that way. At 
every point assaulted, and at allof them at the same time, the enemy was able to show 
all the force his works would cover. The assault failed, I regret to say, with much 


loss on our side in killed and wounded, but without weakening the confidence of the 
troops in their ability ultimately to succeed. 


Here is a clear and unequivocal admission that all the corps and 
their commanders did their duty—their whole duty; that their con- 
duct was gallant in the extreme; that the assault failed with much loss 
in killed and wounded of our men, and only because the enemy’s po- 
sition was too strong, both naturally and artificially, to be taken by 
assault. Yet, in juxtaposition and in contradiction to this clear and 
unmistakable admission, he goes on to argue, through a longer space 
than that devoted to the legitimate account of the assault, that I sent 
false dispatches, and thereby caused Sherman and McPherson to make 
an assault, resulting— 


in the increase of our mortality list full 50 per cent., without advancing our position 
or giving us other advantages. . 


Again, he says: 


Each corps had many more men than could possibly be used in the assault, over 
such ground as intervened between them and the enemy. More men could only avail 
in case of breaking through the enemy’s line, or in repelling a sortie. 


A gain— 


No troops succeeded in entering any of the enemy’s works, with the exception of Ser- 
geant Griffith, of Twenty-first [Twenty-second] Regiment Iowa Volunteers, and some 
11 privates of same regiment. Of these none returned except the sergeant and pos- 
sibly 1man. The work entered by him from its position could give us no practical 
advantage, unless others to the right and left of it were carried and held at the same 
time, About 12 m. I received a dispatch from McClernand that he was hard pressed 
at several points, in reply to which I directed him to re-enforce the points hard pressed 
from such troops as he had that were not engaged. Ithen rode around to Sherman, 
and had just reached there, when I received a second dispatch from McClernand, 
stating positively and unequivocally that he was in possession of, and still held, two 
of the enemy’s forts; that the American flag then waved over them, and asking me to 
have Sherman and McPherson make a diversion in his favor. This dispatch I showed 
to Sherman, who immediately ordered a renewal of the assault on his front. I also 
sent an answer to McClernand, directing him to order up McArthur to his assistance, 
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and started immediately to the position I had just left on McPherson’s line, to convey 
to him the information from McClernand by this last dispatch, that he might make 
the diversion requested. ; : 


A gain— 


I had taken a commanding position near McPherson’s front, and from which I 
could see all the advancing columns from his corps, and a part of each of Sherman’s 
and McClernand’s. A portion of the commands of each succeeded in planting their 
Haeeon the outer slopes of the enemy’s bastions, and maintained them there until 
night. 

* x * * *“ * * 


The position occupied by me during most of the time of the assault gave me a bet- 
ter opportunity of seeing what was going on in front of the Thirteenth Army Corps 
than 1 believed it possible for the commander of it to have. I could not see his pos- 
session of forts nor necessity for re-enforcements, as represented in his dispatches, up 
to the time I left it, which was between 12 m. and 1 p. m., and I expressed doubts of 
their correctness, which doubts the factssubsequently, but too late, confirmed. At 
the time I could not disregard his reiterated statements, for they might possibly be 
true; and that no possible opportunity of carrying the enemy’s stronghold should be 
allowed to escape through fault of mine, I ordered Quinby’s division, which was all 
of McPherson’s corps then present but four brigades, to report to McClernand, and 
notified him of the order. 


Before proceeding to examine the statements contained in these ex- 
tracts, it is proper, as tending to the elucidation of the matters to which 
they relate, that I should give General Grant’s order for the assault, and 
the dispatches that passed between him and me during the following 
day in relation to it. : 


No. —. Near Vicksburg, May 21, 1863. 


A simultaneous attack will be made to-morrow at 10 a. m. by all the army corps of 
this army. During the day army corps commanders will have examined all practi- 
* cable roads over which troops can possibly pass. They will get in position all the 
artillery possible, and gain all the ground they can with their infantry and skir- 
mishers, At av early hour in the morning, a vigorous attack will be commenced by 
the artillery and skirmishers. The infantry, with the exception of reserves and skir- 
mishers, will be placed in columns of platoons, or by a flank if the ground over which 
they may have to pass will not admit of a greater front, ready to move forward at the 
hour designated. Promptly at the hour designated all will start at quick time, with 
bayonets fixed, and march immediately upon the enemy without firing a gun until 
the outer works are carried. The troops will go light, carrying with them only their 
ammunition, canteens, and one day’srations. The skirmishers will advance as soon 
as possible after heads of columns pass them, andscale the walls of such works as may 
confront them. If prosecuted with vigor, it is confidently believed this course will 
‘earry Vicksburg in avery short time, and with much less loss than would be sustained 
by delay. Every day’s delay enables the enemy to strengthen his defenses and in- 
erease his chance for receiving aid from outside. 
By order of Maj. Gen. U. 8. Grant: 


GENERAL FIELD ORDERS, Hs Faun gy DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 


JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Major-General MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding Thirtcenth Army Corps. 


Nothing is said in this order respecting the expediency of a feint on 
my left, which was uncovered and unsupported from the point where 
it rested for the whole length of the enemy’s lines (some 4 miles) around 
to the Mississippi below Vicksburg. To secure the advantage of such 
a: demonstration, I ordered Major [Daniel B.] Bush, [jr.,] commanding 
the Second Ilinois Cavalry, during the night of the 21st to build fires 
to my left in front of the enemy’s works, and to push forward pickets 
close enough to them to excite the belief and apprehension that they 
were invested and threatened. This was skillfully and effectually done, 
and to it I attribute the failure of the enemy the next day to attempt 
to advance from his works and turn my left. 
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I advised General Grant of this purpose in the following dispatch: 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
In the Field, near Vicksburg, Miss., May 22, 1863—1.30 a. m. 
Lieut. Col. Joun A. Rawtiins, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CoLoneL: The major-general commanding directs me to say that he has formed his 
lines, taken his positions, and is prepared. He has determined upon a feint upon the 
left. In case of the feint or attack, he will instruct division commanders to take and 
press every opportunity and advantage that offers. He is prepared to begin a can- 
nonade at daylight this morning. . 


I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 
WALTER B. SCATES, 


Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—The major-general commanding further directs me to inform Major-General 
Grant that he was very much annoyed on yesterday by one of the enemy’s batteries on 
his right, which poured a cross-fire upon his lines. He desires that General McPherson 
may concentrate his fire upon this battery as far as possible early in the morning. 


Early on the morning of the 22d, preparatory to the contemplated 
assault of my infantry, I opened with all my artillery (thirty-nine pieces), 
and breaching the enemy’s works in several places, silenced his guns. 
My infantry promptly following with their assault at 10 o’clock, pressed 
the advantage, of which I advised General Grant in the following dis- 
patch : 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
In Battle-ficld, near Vicksburg, Miss., May 22, 1863—11.15 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee : 
GENERAL: I am hotly engaged with the enemy. He is massing on me from the 
right and left. A vigorous blow by McPherson would make a diversion in my favor. 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


General Grant sent the following dispatch : 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSER, 
In rear of Vicksburg, Miss., May 22, 1863—11.50 a. m. 
General MCCLERNAND : 
If your advance is weak, strengthen it by drawing from your reserves or other parts 
of the lines. 
Very respectfully, 
U. 8. GRANT, 
: Major-General. 
Again, I sent a dispatch as follows: 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss., May 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT: : 

GENERAL: We have gained the enemy’s intrenchments at several points, but are 
brought to a stand. Ihave sent word to McArthur to re-enforce me if hecan. Would 
it not be best to concentrate the whole or a part of his command at this point ? 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—I have received your dispatch. My troops areall engaged, and I cannot with- 
draw any to re-enforce others. 
And again the following dispatch : . 
HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
In the Batile-field, near Vicksburg, Miss., May 22, 1863—12 m. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 


GENERAL: We are hotly engaged with the enemy. We have part possession of two 
forts, and the Stars and Stripes are floating over them. A vigorous push ought to be 


made all along the line. 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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From Finup SIGNAL STATION. 
General McCLERNAND: 


McArthur advanced from Warrenton last night. He is on your left. Communicate 
with him, and use his forces to the best advantage. 


U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


FRoM FIe.p SIGNAL STATION. 
General McCLERNAND: 


Sherman and McPherson are pressing theenemy. If one portion of your troops are 
pressed, re-enforce them from another. Sherman has gained some successes. 
U. 8. GRANT. 


May 22, 1863—2.30 p. m. 


GENERAL: I have sent a dispatch to yousaying that McArthur left Warrenton last 
night. Was about half way to the city this morning atl a.m. Communicate with 
him, and use his forces to the best advantage. McPherson is directed to send 
Quinby’s division to you if he cannot effect a lodgment where he is. Quinby is next 
to your right, and you will be aided as.much by his penetrating into the enemy’s 
lines as by having him to support the columns you have already got. Sherman is 
getting on well. 

Yours, 
U. S. GRANT. 
Major-General. 


Subsequently General Grant changed his mind, and ordered two bri- 
gades of Quinby’s division to report to me, upon notice of which I sent 
the following dispatch to General Grant: 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY Cores, 
May 22, 1863—3.15 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. U. 8. GRANT: 


GENERAL: I have received your dispatches in regard to General Quinby’s division 
and General McArthuz’s. As soon as they arrive, I will press the enemy with all pos- 
sible dispatch, and doubt not that I will forcemy way through. Ihave lost no ground. 
My men are in two of the enemy’s forts, but they are commanded by rifle-pits in the 
rear. Several prisoners have been taken, who intimate that the rear is strong. At 


this moment I am hard pressed. 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, : 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Returning to the foregoing extracts from General Grant’s report, it is 
found that he distinctly and emphatically affirms— 

1. That ‘“‘each corps had many more men than could possibly be 
used in the assault,” and that “‘more men could only avail in case of 
breaking through the enemy’s lines,” &c. 

In noticing this allegation, it is proper that I should advert to a 
few prefatory facts, which seem to have escaped the attention of Gen- 
eral Grant. 

My army corps (the Thirteenth), in common with others, even before 
it commenced the march from Milliken’s Bend, had been deplorably 
wasted and diminished by disease and death, caused by useless but ex- 
hausting labor in digging and opening canals, sometimes unintermitted 
during nights, and often attended with exposure in rain and in mud and 
water. Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of valuable lives were lost in 
that way. Others of my corps were added to this list, in consequence 
of exposure encountered in making roads, repairing and watching 
levees, and building bridges across bayous, while opening the way for 
themselves and other corps that followed from Milliken’s Bend to Car- 
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-thage and to Hard Times, and still others were subsequently added by 
the casualties of battle. ; MAREN 

Leading the advance to Port Gibson, Champion’s Hill, and Big Black, 
and bearing the brunt of these battles, the losses of my corps in them 
probably exceeded those of all the rest of the army operating in the 
same field up to the same date. Including these losses and those sus- 
tained by it in the assault of May 19 upon Vicksburg, and in previous 
skirmishes occurring during the advance upon that place, and by dis- 
ease during the same period, ithad lost full 3,000 men in killed, wounded, 
missing, and sick since it had crossed the Mississippi and before the as- 
sault of May 22 upon Vicksburg; in other words, within the short space 
of twenty-two days. In addition to this, two regiments of my command 
had been left, by General Grant’s order, on the west bank of the Mis- 
sissippi to garrison a post, two other regiments of it had been sent away 
to guard captives, and a whole brigade of it had been left behind by 
him at Champion’s Hill, leaving with me only the skeleton and name of 
a COrps. 

In eiiatine my available and effective force at Vicksburg on the 
morning of May 22 at 10,000, I do not think I am wide of the mark. 
On the same morning, with this meager and inadequate force, 1 was 
holding a line 14 miles in length, confronted by a corresponding line of 
hostile rifle-pits, and numerous forts, redoubts, lunettes, and epaule- 
ments occupied by artillery, covering and supporting the rifle-pits. On 
my left, as I have already explained, I was wholly unsupported for 
some 4 miles around to the Mississippi below Vicksburg, leaving the 
enemy’s works uninvested for the same distance, and my left flank ex- 
posed to the danger of a sortie or being turned. On my right there was 
a gap between it and McPherson’s left, and this gap was crossed by a 
road leading from the enemy’s works. ‘The front of the three army 
corps was some 3 or 4 miles in length. 

General Grant admits in his report that “ at every point assaulted, 
and at all of them at the same time, the enemy was able to show all the 
force his works would cover,” and his works could not have been less 
than 6 or7 miles in length ; indeed, it is doubtful whether at the moment 

. of the assault the enemy’s force inside of his works was not as strong 
as ours investing them. I understand that intelligent general officers 
have expressed that opinion. This disadvantage was enhanced by Gen- 
eral Grant’s plan, which required “all the army corps” to advance from 
their respective positions and make a “ simultaneous attack,” thus at- 
tenuating the line, or multiplying the columns of attack, and thereby 
weakening it. 

It follows, therefore, from these facts that if the nature of the ground 
would not allow all of our diminished force to be used, no assault should 
have been made; but the ground in my front would have allowed more 
men than I had to be used. They could have been used in augmenting 
the weight and momentum of my attacking columns and in maintaining 
the advantages gained by them; they could have been used in widening 
the front of my attacking columns and in assaulting the curtain eon- 
necting two forts forming the points of my attack, and to which a bri- 
gade of Quinby’s division, of McPherson’s corps, when it came up to 
re-enforce me, was about to be applied, when night eut short the con- 
flict. They could have been used in these ways, and no doubt with the 
effect of increasing the advantage gained by my columns, weak as they 

were, from the causes mentioned, and notwithstanding the obstacles they 
had to overcome in the nature of the ground they passed over. 

Concentration of our forces against one or two points, and not the dis- 
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persion of them into a multitude of columns, was my volunteered sug- 
gestion to General Grant the day before the assault, when he announced 
his purpose to make it. General Sherman’s was that it was a question 
of how many men he was willing tolese. And concentration, doubtless, 
was the true policy, and with it directed against one’or two points, aided 
by a feint against others, we might have been successful. Without it 
we failed, with the loss of many lives as an answer to General Sher- 
man’s question. My men having succeeded in breaking through the 
enemy’s line, the contingency had arisen in which General Grant admits 
that more men might have been available, and yet he censures me for 
asking re-enforcements. 

2. He affirms that “no troops succeeded in entering any of the en- 
emy’s works with the exception of Sergeant Griffith, of the Twenty- 
first [Twenty-second] Regiment Iowa Volunteers, and some 11 privates 
of the same regiment.” 

The meaning of the term ‘‘works” here becomes important. Has 
it a definite signification; and, if so, what is it? In military parlance, 
according to received lexicographers, it means walls, trenches, and the 
like, made for fortifications. In this sense, as a military man, doubtless, 
General Grant uses it, and in this sense he is mistaken, as the sequel 
will show that not only did Sergeant Griffith and the men with him 
enter the enemy’s works, but that Lieutenant-Colonel [H.] Graham, of 
the Twenty-second Iowa, with some 200 men, charged the enemy’s in- 
trenchments and drove him away, and held them until near nightfall. 
And I may add that men of Benton’s and Burbridge’s brigades, of Carr’s 
and Smith’s divisions, did about as much, driving the enemy from another 
part of his trenches. 

3. General Grant affirms that he 
received a second dispatch from McClernand, stating positively and unequivocally 
that he was in possession of, and still held, two of the enemy’s forts; that the American 


flag then waved over them, and asking to have Sherman and McPherson make a di- 
- version in his favor. 


General Sherman, in his report of the assault, in alluding to this 
same dispatch, says: 
Having heard McClernand’s report to General Grant read, that he had taken three 


of the enemy’s forts, and that his flags floated on the stronghold of Vicksburg, I or- 
dered General Tuttle to send directly to the assault one of his brigades. 


Here are two versions of my dispatch, one General Grant’s and the 
other General Sherman’s. Why did not General Grant give the dis- 
patch totidem verbis ? In a question of veracity between us it was but 
fair and just that he should havedone so. I never wrote or knowingly 
authorized such a dispatch to be sent. If he received such an one pur- 
porting to come from me, it was through the mistake of acopyist. The 
dispatch I did write and authorize to be sent to him was very different. 
In most material part it was nearly the opposite. It was that I had 
part possession; not that my possession was complete; not that it was 
undisputed ; not that it was secure; but that it was disputed and inse- 
cure, and needed to be strengthened and perfected by re-enforcements 
or a diversion. On the contrary, I would not have asked for support 
without having first unsuccessfully tried to press my advantage. As 
to my saying that the American flag waved over two forts, and asking 
to have Sherman and McPherson make a diversion in my favor, I have 
only to add that while again my language is not given, the facts stated 
are substantially true, as will hereafter appear. Ce 

The original of the mooted dispatch and the authentication of its 
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genuineness by Sergeant Rugg, Company A, Seventy-seventh Illinois 
Infantry, is in the following words and figures : 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTII ARMY CORPS, 
In the Battle-Field, near Vicksburg, Miss., May 22, 1863—12 m. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 
GENERAL: We are hotly engaged with the enemy. We have part possession of two 
forts, and the Stars and Stripes are waving over them. A vigorous push ought to be 


made all along the line, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


(Certificate. ] 
This is a correct and perfect copy of the original dispatch, which I have seen and 


read. 
A. H. RUGG. 


4. General Grant affirms that he ‘‘had taken a commanding posi- 
tion near McPherson’s front,” &c. That “the position occupied by” 
him “during most of the assault gave” him “a better opportunity 
of seeing what was going on in front of the Thirteenth Army Corps 
than” he “believed it possible for the commander of it to have,” and 
that he “‘ could not see McClernand’s possession of forts nor necessity 
for re-enforcements, as represented in his dispatches.” That General 
Grant had taken “a commanding position near McPherson’s front” 
may be true. That he could not see my “ possession of forts nor ne- 
cessity for re-enforcements,” may also be true. His position, although 
commanding, may not have enabled him to do it, although the facts 
may have existed. Indeed, he admits in another part of his report that 
he could only see “a part of each of Sherman’s and McClernand’s ad- 
vancing columns,” but that his position gave him ‘‘a better opportunity 
of seeing what was going on in front of the Thirteenth Army Corps” 
than mine afforded me, is amistake. As I understand, he was about 1} 
miles to the right of my position, which was a commanding one, only 
500 or 600 yards in the rear of the center of my advance and from the 
enemy’s works. I could see, and did see, flags of my corps planted upon 
the enemy’s works, and could see, and did see, officers and men of my 
command enter them and rebel captives brought outof them. General 
Grant himself admits—not, as I understand, from his own personal 
knowledge—that ‘‘ Sergeant Griffith and some 11 privates” of my com- 
mand “entered one of the forts,” but upon information derived from 
others, perhaps from my official report. 

5. He affirms that he “sent an answer to McClernand, directing 
him to order up McArthur to his assistance,” and himself “ ordered 
Quinby’s division * * * to report to McClernand.” He said he 
did this because he “could not disregard” my “reiterated statements,” 
although he “could not see” my “ possession of forts, nor necessity for 
re-enforcements,” and although he doubted the truth of my dispatches. 
Doubting in a matter of such vital importance imposed an absolute 
obligation to investigate—to go or send a staff officer, and see and clear 
up his doubts. Not to do so would render him guilty of an omission as 
culpable as the act of commission charged by him upon me. He admits 
that he rode over to Sherman’s position and showed him my dispatch 
and rode back again to McPherson’s. Why could he not, why did he 
not, ride or send over tome? He admits, furthermore, that he was not 
occupying the ‘commanding position near McPherson’s front” when 
he received the dispatch upon which he based his orders to Sherman 
and McPherson for the renewal of the assault, but was at Sherman’s 


Cuar. XXXVI] GENERAL REPORTS. ane 177 


position—probably a mile or two beyond McPherson’s and probably 
out of sight of his position as well as my own. Could he there see; was 
it possible for him there to see whether I had “possession of forts” and 
needed re-enforcements? He does not, and 1 presume he could not, say 
so. Itis true that, as above stated, General Grant ordered re-enforce- 
ments, but he does not say, as already shown by his dispatches, that 
he delayed sending Quinby’s division, and that neither it nor McArthur’s, 
as will be shown by the sequel, arrived in time. 

In support and confirmation of what I have thus denied or affirmed 
respecting General Grant’s allegations—that I had “more men than 
could possibly be used in the assault,” and that ‘more men could only 
avail in case of breaking through the enemy’s lines,” &c.; that he “ re- 
ceived a second dispatch from McClernand stating positively and un- 
equivocally that he was in possession of and still held two of the enemy’s 
forts ; that the American flag waved over them, and asking to have 
Sherman and McPherson make a diversion in his favor ;” that he “ had 
taken a commanding position near McPherson’s front,” &c.; that “ the 
position occupied by” him “ during most of the assault gave” him ‘a 
better opportunity of seeing what was going on in front of the Thirteenth 
Army Corps than” he “believed it pcssible for the commander of it to 
have,” and that he “ could not see” McClernand’s “ possession of forts 
nor necessity for re-enforcements,” &c.—in support and confirmation ot 
all that I have denied or affirmed in regard to these matters, I offer the 
following testimony of living, disinterested, and creditable witnesses, 
who speak of what they saw, did, and knew of that of which they were 
MAGNUM Pars : 


1.—Dispatch of Brig. Gen. M. K. Lawler, commanding Second Brigade, Fourteenth Division, 
and Col. W. J. Landram (Nineteenth Kentucky), commanding. Second Brigade, Tenth 
Division, whose commands formed one of my columns of attack. 


SECOND BRIGADE, TENTH Divis1on—10.10. 
General McCLERNAND, per General SMITH: 


The enemy are massing their forces in our front. No movement of our troops on 
our left. We ought to have re-enforcements. 
M. K. LAWLER, 


Brigadier-General. 
W. J. LANDRAM, 
. Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade, 


2.—Dispatch of W. J. Landram, colonel, commanding brigade, 1o General Smith, and for- 
warded to me. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, TENTH DIVISION, 
May 22, 1863—2.40 p. m. 
General SMITH, 
Commanding Tenth Division : 
Our men are holding the flanks of the fort in our front. There is a heavy cross-fre 
upon us, and we have lost many killed and wounded. They are hurling hand-grenades 
upon us, and hurting us considerably in that way. 


eat W. J. LANDRAM, 


Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


3.—Letter of Col. William M. Stone. 


KNOXVILLE, Iowa, September 8, 1863. 
Major-General MCCLERNAND : . 
In reply to your interrogatories presented by Mr. Jones, I state the following zacts, 
which Ponered under my observation, connected with the assault of the Thirteenth 
Army Corps upon the enemy’s works at Vicksburg on May 22 last: - 
I was in command of the Twenty-second Iowa, which regiment was in the Second 
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Brigade, Fourteenth Division, of said corps. On the evening of May 21, I was served 
with a copy of the circular or order directing the assault to be made the next day at 
‘/10a.m. Iwas informed by my brigade commander (General Lawler) that I would 
have the advance, and that I could approach any point of the enemy’s works I con- 
sidered the most salient, and in any form I thought proper. Between sundown and 
dark I went up to within 50 yards of the enemy’s lines, and made a personal recon- 
naissance of the ground on our front and of their lines. My observations satisfied me 
that the fort next to the railroad could be carried more easily and with less sacrifice 
than any other point on our front, and I determined to direct my regiment against it. 
I took my regiment over the hill in front of Maloney’s siege battery that night, and 
had it in readiness for the morning’s work. At alittle before 10 o’clock by my time, I 
received the order from General Lawler’s assistant adjutant-general to advance, and I 
did so immediately, supported by the Twenty-first lowa. I advanced as I intended, 
directly against the fort, but in passing over the crest of the hill the enemy’s fire was 
so terrific that the left wing of my regiment was driven into the hollow on the left of 
the fort, but the right wing advanced steadily toward the fort, and within ten min- 
utes from the time we started my men entered it, and held it, to my knowledge, for 
over an hour. The fort was small, and the open space inside very limited, and but 
few men could find room in it. When the enemy were driven from the fort, they also 
retired from the rifle-pits on the right (ourright), between that and the railroad. The 
Eleventh Wisconsin had also advanced against the second fort, some 300 yards from 
the first one, and I saw the enemy leave that one. They also retired from the pits 
between the two forts, and went down the hill into the ravine or hollow beyond 
toward the city, leaving only a few straggling sharpshooters behind. I stood with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlap, of the Twenty-first Iowa, on the highest and most ex- 
posed point near the fort. We saw them leave and conversed about it. I sent word 
back to General Carr to send me a brigade and I would hold the works. I regarded 
the thing as easily done. I do not know that my message reached the general. 

I then regarded the door to Vicksburg as opened, and so said to Colonel Dunlap, 
and we were there looking over the ground, congratulating ourselves upon our suc- 
cess, when I was shot in the arm by a sharpshooter from the woods beyond their rifle- 
pits, and he was killed. I ordered the color-bearer of the Seventy-seventh Illinois to 
bring up his colors, as mine were down in the hollow on the left, and my own men 
planted them on top of the fort, Soon after this my own colors were brought up and 
placed beside them. They remained there to my certain knowledge till 6 o’clock in 
the evening. Had we been re-enforced at any time before 12 m. by a fresh brigade, I 
have no doubt that the whole army could have gone into Vicksburg. After that my 
knowledge of the situation up:there was not so good, as I had retired from the field. 
I stated this opinion to several after I went back. There were no iuterior works at 
that time in the rear of the line we held, as I could see far beyond. Maloney’s battery 
of siege guns was about 500 yards directly in the rear of our operations, and commanded 
a fine view of all our movements. Ido not know where General McPherson’s head- 
quarters were, but I should think there was no point from which our operations could 
have been so correctly observed as from this battery. 

W. M. STONE, 
Late Colonel Twentu-second Iowa, 


4,—Letier of Lieut. Col. Harvey Graham. 


BENTON BARRACKS, Mo., September 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. MCCLERNAND: 


Your note of August 26 has just been handed to me by Mr. Jones, and in reply I 
hasten to say: 

1, That on May 22, ultimo, when the combined assault was made upon the enemy’s 
works at Vicksburg, my position was such as afforded me only an opportunity of 
viewing the doings of Lawler’s brigade. Early in the morning of that day my reg- 
iment was formed in line on the extreme right of Lawler’s brigade, and as we led the 
advance I can only speak of the successes attending that portion of your command. It 
is my firm conviction and belief that had the Thirteenth Army Corps been re-enforced 
by a few brigades, thus enabling you to send support to the front, the success of your 
command would have been complete. Asitwas, success was achieved, but was after- 
ward lost. Victory wasin your hands, but was wrested from you by superior numbers. 

2. At 10 a.m., I, with some 200 of my command, charged upon the defenses of 
the enemy, and within thirty minutes had stormed one of the forts and driven the 
enemy away from the front of their works, and had possession of his intrenchments. 
This was one of the principal forts of the enemy, and was situated almost directly in 
front of Maloney’s battery of Parrott guns. My command held their position there 
until nearly dark, when, from the want of proper support, they were captured. Ser- 
geants [N. C.] Messenger and Griffith, of Company I, Twenty-second Jowa, entered 
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_ the fort with about 20 men, capturing many prisoners, and remaining inside the works 
until nearly all were killed. This occurred between 10.30 and 12 m., as near as I can 
judge. Sergeant Griffith was inside the fort over an hour, and had I had the men to 
send to his aid, I could have retained it in full possession. 

3. Two stand of colors were planted upon the parapet of the fort by 11 a. m., 
and remained there all day, in spite of all the efforts of the enemy to capture them. 
Late in the evening, as it was nearly dark, they were taken, having floated for over 
nine bours on the highest portion of the works. 

4, * * * Between 11 a. m. and 12 m. Lobserved that the enemy all along the 
line, especially at the fort to my right, seemed to bo panic-stricken, and it is my 
impression that could a strong attack have then been made, the works would have all 
been carried. : 

5. The ground upon which Maloney’s battery was situated was about 600 yards 
from the works of the enemy, and was the most commanding position in the neigh- 
borhood, and afforded ample opportunity for witnessing all the movements of tho 
Thirteenth Army Corps. From my position on the fort I could see nothing of that 
portion of the field where General McPherson’s headquarters were, and am convinced 
no one could observe the operations of my command from that point. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HARVEY GRAHAM, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Twenty-second Iowa Infantry. 


5.—Letter of Maj. J. B. Atherton. 


KNOXVILLE, Iowa, September 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. MCCLERNAND: 


DEAR Sir: Inanswer to certain questions propounded by you concerning my knowl- 
edge of the action of the Thirteenth Army Corps in the assault upon the enemy’s de- 
fenses in the rear of Vicksburg on May 22 last, I would state: 

1. That I was major of the Twenty-second Regiment Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and 
participated in said assault. I was with the left wing of my regiment, and, from the 
rough and uneven character of the country and the abatis of the enemy, could not 
see the action ofany but my own brigade. The assault began near 10a. m., and within 
three-quarters of an hour from that time the colors of our regiment and one other 
(Seventy-seventh Illinois) were raised upon the fort immediately in our front. The 
fort was occupied by our men from one to two hours. Our colorsremained upon it for 
the same time. We were successful, and could have held what we had gained had we 
been re-enforced at the proper time. We were compelled to fall back before superior 
numbers of the enemy and our men to abandon the fort. 

2. The enemy was driven from the fort above referred to. It was occupied by our 
men; held by them over an hour—as long as it was possible to hold if without addi- 
tional force. The two stand of colors mentioned in my answer to the first interroga- 
tory were planted on it, one of which remained there several hours. 

3. I have ever been of opinion, and have no doubt, that had we been re-enforced 
by two divisions when in possession of the fort, we would have held it, forced our way 
through the enemy’s works, and driven them from our right and left, The posses- 
sion of this fort by us divided the enemy, and prevented them from rallying rapidly 
from right to left as occasion might require, giving us command of the rifle-pits on 
either side, which could soon have been cleared of the enemy, and an entrance made 
for any number of troops needed. sila . : : 

4, The position of Maloney’s battery being immediately in our rear and on a high 
point, afforded a much better opportunity for witnessing the action of the Thirteenth 
Army Corps than any position a half mile or more either to the right or left of it could 
afford. 

general, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
TN thee J. B. ATHERTON, 
Late Major Twenty-second Iowa Infantry. 


6.—Letter of Sergt. A. H. Rugg. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., August 31, 1863. 


ify that I was on the field with Major-General McClernand at Vicks- 
oe on May 2, to6s, and saw the flags of the Seventy-seventh Illinois Infantry planted 
on the rebel forts. ‘Che national colors were afterward carried inside and captured, 
together with a number of men of the regiment, after nightfall. 
| A. H. RUGG, 
Sergeant Company A, Seventy-seventh Illinois Infantry. 
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7.—Letter of H. C. Warmoth, late lieutenant-colonel and aide-de-camp. 


Sant NrcuHoias HOTEL, 
Springfield, Ill., August 24, 1863. 

GENERAL: In answer to your inquiry of this date, I have to say that I was detached 
from my regiment by order of Major-General Grant, with orders to report to you for 
duty upon your staff. I was with you in the siege of Vicksburg up to the evening of 
May 22, when I was wounded and caught by you in your arms as I fell. On May 22 
I was repeatedly sent by you to different parts of the field, and had good opportuni- 
ties of knowing what was done by your corps (Thirteenth) on that occasion. 

At 10 o’clock your columns of attack moved forward to the assault. In less than 
one hour, Joseph E. Griffith, a sergeant of the Twenty-second Iowa, with a part of the 
storming party, entered one of the works of the enemy, drove the enemy out, and 
held the place for some hours. He captured 13 men with a lieutenant in this work, 
and reported them to you about 2o0’clock. Lieutenant-Colonel Graham, of the Twen- 
ty-second Iowa, with a small detachment, entered another fort and drove the enemy 
out, maintaining himself there until after nightfall, when the enemy magsed their 
forces upon us and drove us back from our line, which was up to the works of the 
enemy, capturing Lieutenant-Colonel Graham and his men. The American flag 
floated from on top of two of the enemy’s works, and our men kept them there nntil 
after nightfall, as Iam informed. They were there when I was wounded, which was 
after 5 o’clock. All this time many of our men were in the ditches of the enemy, and 
sent back for spades and shovels with which to dig down the enemy’s works. 

About 5.30 o’clock a part, if not the whole, of Quinby’s division arrived. McArthur 
did not arrive until next day (May 23). I believed then if the two divisions had 
arrived in reasonable time that we would have been able to have pushed through the 
lines of the enemy. It was so believed by every officer I saw. 

Your position during the assault was to the left and a little to the rear of our bat- 
tery of 30-pounder Parrotts, which was about 600 yards from the enemy’s works. We 
could plainly see the line of works in our front and to the extreme left of our corps, 
but a part of the right was obstructed by the foliage of a grove of trees. This was 
the best point for observation along our entire line, and from the top of the battery, 
where you often went for observation, you could see perfectly everything in our front 
from right to left. 

In my opinion, it was about 14 miles from the elevated point in General McPher- 
son’s line from which he and General Grant made observations. The position occu- 
pied by them was perhaps higher ground, but I do not believe they could observe our 
movements with the accuracy we could from the position occupied by you. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
H. C. WARMOTH, 
Late Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


8.—Lelter of F. H. Mason, late captain and aide-de-camp. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., August 24, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. MCCLERNAND: 


Sir: Your note of this morning is received, and in reply I beg leave to submit the 
following report: 

1. I was acting throughout the attack on Vicksburg in the capacity of aide-de- 
camp on your staff, and being sent at various times to your division and brigade com- 
manders with orders, inquiries, &c., and being all the remainder of the time, when not 
thus occupied in your immediate presence, taking notes of the various incidents and 
hearing the various messages and reports brought by staff and general officers to you, 
TI enjoyed as good advantages for hearing and seeing the assault arid the part you took 
as could be possible for any one in my capacity. 

2. At about 10.10 a. m. on the 22d, I saw the advance of General Lawler’s brigade, 
of Carr’s division, rush up the slope leading to the large work of the enemy imme- 
diately to the left of the railroad. Though met by a fierce fire, they continued to 
advance, leaped into the ditch, and began to climb the enemy’s parapet. A moment 
afterward a flag was planted on the crest of the parapet and held there by two men 5 
while a party of fifteen or twenty (as I should judge) sprang over into the fort, imme- 
diately after which those of the enemy who had been firing over the part of the fort 
opposite to where the entrance was made disappeared, leading me to the belief that 
they had all been driven by our men from the works. At this time you observed 
that the assaulting column was weak, and ordered it to be vigorously supported, and 
also sent an aide to General Carr, with orders to push Benton forward to create a 
diversion in favor of General Lawler, or, if necessary, to his immediate support. Im- 
mediately afterward information was brought to you that the advance of General 
Smith’s division had effected a lodgment and forced the enemy to abandon a portion 
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of his rifle-pits; but whether the interior of the works had been reached, or merely 
the ditch, I did not understand. A part of the language of the officer bringing the 
report was that ‘‘ our flag is planted on the enemy’s works.” At 11.46 an officer arrived 
and said that the fort first referred to was ours, and asked you to order that it should 
not be further fired upon. You seemed incredulous, and sent me to Colonel Landram, 
who was in a very advanced position, to ascertain as far as possible the exact state 
of the case. I found that officer, and, upon delivering my message, received from him, 
in addition to his confident opinion that the fort was ours, a note from Lientenant- 
Colonel Graham, of the Twenty-second Iowa, with the remark that the “note was 
written inside the fort.” This note, the contents of which I do not remember with 
sufficient accuracy to repeat, I delivered to you, believing fully that the fort was in 
our entire possession. 

3. Although from the great length of the line occupicd by the Thirteenth Corps, 
and the number of forts on the enemy’s line, the attack seemed desperate, yet it was 
my belief that with the aid of re-enforcements the position might be fully carried. 
On this point General Landram said at 1.50 p.m., ‘‘If General Osterhaus, on my left, 
will press forward, I think the works can soon be cleared.” 

4. The position occupied by you during the day was a commanding knoll, about 
600 yards from the enemy’s works, and upon which a battery of 30-pounder Parrotts 
bad been planted. From this point all your line could be seen, except a part of 
General Smith’s command, which formed your extreme right, and which, though 
near, was partially hidden by the foliage of trees and the extreme unevenness of the 
ground. Your post of observation owed its entire safety to the slight parapet in front, 
as many of the enemy’s bullets went far beyond us into the woods, and men were con- 
tinnally being wounded all about you. The distance from the above point to General 
McPherson’s headquarters, where General Grant was located, was, in my judgment, 
1+ miles; and although General Grant’s position enjoyed some advantages in point of 
altitude, yet I cannot believe that this or any other place afforded nearly so good a 
view of the Thirteenth Corps as the one you occupied. 

5. Boomer’s brigade arrived at 5 o’clock, and was sent to the front. Twenty min- 
utes afterward a regiment arrived, and was held for some time in reserve near head- 
quarters. This regiment may have been part of the Second Brigade, of Quinby’s 
division. The division of General McArthur arrived at 10 a.m. the day following. 

6. The dispatches sent from time to time during the day to General Grant were 
less sanguine of success and less positive in regard to what had been already accom- 
plished than my own opinion, and, as I believed, the opinion of the majority of your 
officers. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
IF. H. MASON, 
Late Captain and Aide-de-Camp. 


9.—Leitter of A. A. Blount, late captain Seventeenth Ohio Volunteer Artillery. 


SPRINGFIELD, O10, September 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. A. MCCLERNAND: 

GENERAL: Your favor of August 23 is received, requesting me to state what I 
know about any of the colors of the Thirteenth Army Corps having been planted upon 
the enemy’s forts during the assault on May 22 upon the defenses of Vicksburg. In 
reply, I would state that I saw the colors of the Seventy-seventh Illinois Regiment 
planted upon the parapet of one of the enemy forts, as also were the colors of the 
Twenty-second Iowa Regiment, and that the men of the latter regiment occupied one 
side of the fort, which was divided by a traverse. I heard General Carr give orders to 
his artillery not to fire upon that fort, as it was in our possession. The regimental flag 
of the Seventy-seventh Illinois remained upon the parapet of the fort from eight to ten 
hours, when it was brought away. The national flag of the same regiment could not 
be brought away, and was covered with earth in the ditch. I saw upon another fort 
directly in front of my battery the colors of the Kighty-third Ohio Regiment, and I 
think those of the Sixteenth Iowa. There were colors of other regiments planted upon 
the extreme slope of the parapet and upon the crest of the glacis of other forts, where 
our men remained from eight to ten hours. It was the universal opinion of officers and 
men that had we sufficient force the fort occupied by our men could have been held. 

spectfully, your obedient servant 
nee vie A. A. BLOUNT, 


Late Captain Seventecnth Ohio Volunteer Artillery. 


Other letters in my possession might be added, but they would ex- 
‘tend this communication too much. Those already given will abun- 
dantly suffice for the purpose in hand. They not only prove all I have 
denied or affirmed, but they prove more. They prove the promptness 
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of my assault; that Lawler’s and Landram’s commands, forming the 

column of attack on my left center, planted their colors on the enemy’s 
works; moreover, that they were carried inside of one of the main forts ; 
that officers and men of the commands of one or both of them forced 
their way into the same fort; that observing that the assaulting column 
was weak, I ordered it to be supported; that immediately afterward 
information was brought to me that the advance of Smith’s division, 
together with Benton’s brigade, of Carr’s division, forming another 
column of attack, had effected another lodgment in the enemy’s works, 
and had also planted our flag on them; that prisoners had been cap- 
tured and brought out of the fort assaulted by Lawler and Landram ; 
- that afterward an officer brought word to me that the same fort was 
ours, and a request that it should not be further fired upon; that, doubt- 
ing, I sent a staff officer to verify the fact; that he brought word from 
Colonel Landram not only that the fort was ours, but a note from Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Graham, of the Twenty-second Iowa, with the remark 
that “the note was written inside of the fort,” and that he was fully per- 
suaded of the truth of the information; that the Twenty-second Iowa 
advanced against one fort, and the Eleventh Wisconsin against another, 
and that Colonel Stone and Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlap (killed) saw 
the Twenty-second and Twenty-first Iowa Regiments advance upon 
two different forts, and the enemy retire from both, and the rifle-pits 
connecting them, down a hill and toward the city, and talked about it 
while it was going on. They prove that I could have used more men 
in making my assault, and with timely re-enforcements of two divisions 
would have crowned it with success; that my position was much more 
favorable than General Grant's for seeing what was going on in front of 
my corps; that my position was near the center of my line, and only 500 
or 600 yards from the enemy’s works, while General Grant’s was about 
13 miles to the right of my position; that my dispatches to General 
Grant were a qualification rather than an exaggeration of my success, 
and that the re-enforcements finally ordered by General Grant did not 
arrive in time, Quinby’s division only arriving about 5 o’clock, and too 
late to be properly formed and successfully applied, and McArthur’s 
not until next day. 

As I have already shown, General Grant says that— 


The works entered by him (Sergeant Griffith) from its position could give us no 
practical advantage, unless others to the right and left of it were carried and held 
at the same time. 


Is not this declaration too broad? Is it not as much as to say that 
no practical advantage could have been derived from taking any part 
less than the whole of the enemy’s works at once; that the possession 
of any part, however extended, flanked by other parts held by the enemy, 
would have been worthless? Is it not as much as to say that the only 
condition of our success was the impossibility of carrying the whole of 
the enemy’s line, which was much longer than our own, at once, and 
consequently that our attack must have been by our forces in line, instead 
of in column, as hedirected? And yet, strange enough, he censures me 
for asking for the co-operation of a simultaneous attack by Sherman 
and McPherson, according to the terms of his original plan, and with- 
out which, by his own admission, ‘no practical advantage” could have 
resulted from Sergeant Griffith’s partial success. By his own showing, 
I only asked for what his original plan promised, and what, by his own 
admission, was necessary to our success. 

This of itself is a sufficient refutation of the charge that what I asked 
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for makes me responsible for the “increase of our mortality list fully 
50 per cent.;” but, apart from it, there is another essential fact which 
goes to the root of this whole matter, which makes General Grant re- 
sponsible not only for the alleged increase of our mortality list, but for 
our whole loss, and which truth and justice require should be laid bare. 
J allude to General Grant’s order of May 21 for the assault. That order 
was issued by him with knowledge of the diminished numbers and ex- 
hausted condition of our forces, with knowledge of the roughness of the 
ground over which they had to pass, and with at least partial knowledge 
of the great strength of the enemy’s position and works, and was deemed 
not only by me, but by all my general officers who spoke to me upon the 
subject, as unfortunate and likely to bring disaster upon us rather than 
the enemy. My answer to these officers was that it was an order, and, 
if possible, must be executed. They answered, “If we fail it shall not 
be our fault,” and their partial success while others failed, and the car- 
nage of hundreds of their number who fell killed or wounded in gaining 
that success, conclusively testify that their final failure was not their 
fault; indeed, General Grant himself testifies to it, as I have already 
shown, by his admission in another part of his report that ‘the assault 
was gallant in the extreme * * * but the enemy’s position was 
too strong, both naturally and artificially, to be taken in that way”— 
by assault. 

Comparing General Grant’s report with his dispatches, another dis- 
crepancy will appear. He says in his report that the asked-for ‘diver- 
sion was promptly and vigorously made * * * without advancing 
our position or giving us other advantages,” leaving it to be inferred 
that unmitigated evil was the consequence of the diversion; yet in one of 
his dispatches he says that ‘“‘Sherman has gained some successes,” and 
in another, dated 2.30 (two hours and a half after my dispatch stating 
that I had part possession of two forts), he says, ‘‘Sherman is getting 
on well,” proving that the diversion was justifying itself and inspiring 
him with hope of success. 

General Grant speaks of Sherman ordering “‘a renewal of the assault 
‘on his front,” and of a “diversion” in my favor both by Sherman and ~ 
McPherson, leaving the inference that there had been a cessation of the 
assault by both of them. This cessation was either by General Grant’s 
order or with his consent, or without both; and this brings me to a most 
grave and important point. If it was by General Grant’s order or with 
his consent, he failed to notify me. of the fact, leaving me under the 
operation of his original order, discriminating against my corps and 
dooming it to stand in the breach and press the assault alone and up- 
supported, and, as a forlorn hope, to be destroyed in a desperate effort 
to accomplish an object that he had abandoned ; and, if so, does not the 
blood of the hundreds of brave men who were thus sacrificed cry aloud 
against him? If it was without either his order or consent, it was a 
case of deplorable disobedience, and the same responsibility attaches to 
him for not advising me of it. 

General Grant’s account of the battle of Champion’s Hill also does 
me and portions of my command injustice. Emphasizing what himself 
and others did, and assuming that the field of action was limited by 
the operations of McPherson’s corps and of Hovey’s division, of my 
corps, he indirectly arraigns me for want of zeal, promptitude, and 
energy. He says he was at Clinton on May 15, and Sherman at Jack- 
son, and that the latter, responsively to his order, promptly moved 
forward toward Bolton on the morning of the battle; that he (General 
Grant) ordered McPherson forward at. 5.45 a. m., and sent Lieutenant- 
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Colonel [James H.] Wilson, of his staff, with verbal instructions to” me 
‘Cas to the disposition of my forces,” and followed himself at an early 
hour from Clinton; that he found “ Hovey’s division disposed for the 
attack,” but would “not permit it to be commenced until he could hear 
from” me, “ who was advancing with four divisions; ” that “ Logan rode 
up” and told him that if “ Hovey could make another dash at the enemy, 
he could come up from where he then was and capture the greater part 
of their force,” and that, after all this, he saw me with Carr’s division to 
his left, and that “ Osterhaus’ division soon afterward appeared, with 
his skirmishers well in advance.” 

General Grant says all this, but he accidentally or otherwise omits to 
state what is essential to a proper understanding of the incidents and 
agencies of that battle. He omits to state that while he was yet behind 
at Clinton, I selected the lines of advance of the Thirteenth Army Corps, 
including Blair’s division, and moved all the forces forward to the attack 
except McPherson’s; that revoking an order changing my disposition 
of Blair’s forces, he afterward sent a dispatch to me, saying, ‘ Your 
disposition of Blair’s forces is satisfactory ; place him to the best advan- 
tage,” &c.; that on the day before the battle I urged him in a dispatch 
to move McPherson’s corps upon the right of Hovey, to cut off the enemy 
it I should beat him; that on the morning of the battle, after putting 
my columns in motion, I hastened to General McPherson’s headquarters, 
in my rear, before he had risen, and urged him to do the same for the 
same purpose, and to support Hovey ; that the subsequent execution of 
this movement secured to us many prisoners and a number of cannon. 

He omits to state that the enemy’s skirmishers and artillery were first 
encountered on my left by General Smith’s division, supported by Gen- 
eral Blair’s; next by General Osterhaus’ division, supported by Gen- 
eral Carr’s, and next by General Hovey, forming my right, and that I 
informed him that I had received a dispatch from the latter, dated 9.30 
a. m., notifying me that he had found the enemy strongly posted, and 
believed that his right flank would encounter severe resistance; and 
that I asked him whether McPherson should not support Hovey, and 
whether I should bring on a general engagement; that afterward, send- 
ing several dispatches, he failed to answer any more directly than by 
the following dispatch, dated 12.35 p.m.: “As soon as your command 
is all in hand, throw forward skirmishers and feel the enemy, and attack 
him in force if an opportunity occurs, and I will see that Hovey and 
McPherson fully co-operate,” as though Hovey had not been hotly and 
desperately engaged since 11 a.m. 

He also fails to state that upon the receipt of this dispatch I imme- 
diately ordered my center and left to “attack the enemy vigorously and 
press for victory;” that he allowed Hovey’s division to be forced back 
twice or thrice with great loss from the ground gained, although, as was 
credibly reported, there was a brigade or division of McPherson’s corps 
unengaged and within easy supporting distance. Moreover, that he 
sent me several dispatches leading me to the belief that the enemy was 
in greatest force in front of my center and left, and warning me to guard 
against letting him gain the rear of that part of my line; and that after 
or about the time the enemy gave way on the right, Garrard’s brigade, 
leading my right center, was so formidably opposed as to need the sup- 
port of Benton’s and Lindsey’s, leaving my left center to be supported 
by Lawler’s brigade, forming a reserve. 

He omits all these things, and, in fine, to notice the fact that an early 
official dispatch sent by him to Washington giving an account of the 
battle was so unjust even to Hovey’s division as to cause Hovey to 
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make it the subject of a communication to me complaining of it, and 
me to concur in it and send it to General Grant. 

My position during the battle was with my center, composed of Oster- 
haus’ and Carr’s divisions, and during its progress, when I ordered Oster- 
haus to push forward and make a diversion in favor of Hovey, he sent 
me word that his column was as much advanced as Hovey’s, was con- 
tending with great difficulties, and was doing all it could do. General 
Grant coming up and finding Hovey’s division forming for the attack, 
remained on the right. 

In noticing the battle of Black River Bridge, General Grant also omits 
the fact that he did not come up until after I had disposed my forces 
and brought them into action. In noticing the battle of Port Gibson, 
he says, ‘‘ Early on the morning of May 1, I went out * * * and 
found McClernand and his corps engaging the enemy about 4 miles 
from Port Gibson.” It might be inferred from this statement that Gen- 
eral Grant early arrived on the field, yet the truth is I neither saw nor 
heard of his being on the field until after I had made the dispositions 
for the battle, and had driven the enemy from his first position on my 
right, and captured several pieces of cannon and a number of prisoners, 
and had disabled two of the enemy’s guns on my left. General Grant 
came up after this, and, riding together to Hovey’s position, we were 
greeted by the hurrahs of his men. 

Again he says: 

McClernand, who was with the right in person, sent repeated messages to me before 
the arrival of Logan to send Logan’s and Quinby’s divisions, of McPherson’s corps, to 
him. [had been on that as well as other parts of the field, and could not see how they 
could be used there to advantage. However, as soon as the advance of McPherson’s 
corps (Logan’s division) arrived, I sent one brigade to McClernand, on the right, and 
sent one brigade, Brig. Gen. J. E. Smith commanding, to the left, to the assistance of 
Osterhaus. By the judicious disposition of this brigade, under the immediate super- 
vision of McPherson and Logan, a position was soon obtained giving us an advantage 
which soon drove the enemy from that part of the field, to make no further stand south 
of Bayou Pierre. 


If I sent repeated messages to General Grant to send forward re- 
enforcements, it was because my early and intimate knowledge of what 
was going on justified it, and General Grant, notwithstanding his opin- 
ion to the contrary, sent re-enforcements, and Stevenson’s brigade, of 
Logan’s division, was accordingly applied to strengthen my center, and 
did good service. If General Grant thought it was unnecessary, why 
did he send it? In doing so, he impeaches his own firmness and self- 
reliance. By his own admission, Smith’s brigade, of the same division, 
was profitably applied on my left. Indeed, of what avail are troops 
unless they are used to forestall the chances of battle; to insure suc- 
cess against all vicissitudes; to cast the balance decisively and finally 
at a critical moment? All the great masters inculcate this as a funda- 
mental principle, as a condition of success, as the characteristic of a 
safe commander. My purpose was to make short, sure, and conclusive 
work of a contest that was to open or close the door to the passage of 
the Bayou Pierre and the road to Vicksburg. Unless General Grant 
held contrary views, and was unwilling that others should share with 
my troops the losses and sufferings of battle, he could not have con- 
sistently objected. That Smith’s brigade did good service I doubt not. 
I have already borne testimony to that fact in my official report; but 
how “soon” he “drove the enemy” from my left front may be uncer- 
tain, as quite late in the evening General Grant sent an order detaching 
Benton’s brigade from my right wing to go to the left—an order, it is 
true, that was revoked before the brigade reached its destination. 
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Further, whether it was alone “by the judicious disposition made of 
this brigade under the immediate supervision of McPherson and Logan,” 
which by consequence “drove the enemy from that part of the field,” is 
a controverted question; for General Osterhaus’ report claims that his 
suggestions and forces had something, nay, much to do with it, and I 
presume Colonel [James] Keigwin, Forty-ninth Indiana, who is reported 
to have borne himself gallantly in that part of the field, also claims to 
have had something to do withit. The truth is, in all these battles and 
their preliminaries I acted, and was left to act, more or less upon my 
own responsibility. I moved by a forced night march from the vicinity 
of Bruinsburg to the battle-field of Port Gibson without orders and 
upon my own responsibility, and fought the battle in considerable part 
before General Grant came up. My object was to seize the crossings of 
Bayou Pierre before the enemy could gain intelligence of our approach. 
I thought the result justified the risk, although I was convinced that if 
disaster or defeat followed I would be ruined. 

The victory of Port Gibson ostensibly indemnified me, although it 
did not avert from me the censure and injurious implications of General 
Grant’s report, no more than the victory of Arkansas Post averted the 
written disapprobation of the expedition that led to it; neither did the 
part borne by me throughout the Mississippi campaign prevent him 
from removing me from the command of the Thirteenth Army Corps at 
the moment when the Mississippi River expedition, which I had recom- 
mended to the President and Secretary of War near a year before, was 
about to be crowned with success in the fall of Vicksburg. 

With all these facts laid bare, and with a public life of nearly thirty 
years’ duration in civil and military station before the public, I leave 
miny public actions and my character, which is worth more to me than 
my life, for the impartial judgment of my military superiors and of the 
country and history. 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 


No. 8. 


Report of Ineut. Francis Tunica, Engineer Officer Ninth Division, of 
operations April 17-—May 24. 


Hpers. NintH Division, THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Big Black River Bridge, Miss., June 1, 1863. 

COLUNEL: I have the honor to submit a report of the work executed 
by me since April 17, 1863. 

On April 17, I received orders from you to proceed without delay to 
the headquarters of this division, and to report in person to Brig. Gen. 
P. J. Osterhaus for duty. 

IT reported to this officer on April 18, at Smith’s plantation, and on 
the morning of the 19th marched to New Carthage, La., and established 
headquarters at James’ plantation, on the Mississippi River. 

April 20.—I made reconnaissance up to Negro, Mound, and Brushy 
Bayous to the so-called basin, and placed pickets about 9 miles in cir- 
cumference. 

April 21.—I conducted Lieut, P. C. Hains to the basin, with the view 
of selecting a proper place for bridging Bayou Vidal, to enable Gen- 
eral Hovey’s command to cross this bayou. In the evening I made 
sketch of the result of my explorations for General Osterhaus. 
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April 22.—Made another exploration with General Osterhaus up 
Bayou Vidal, some 8 or 9 miles along this bayou, part in flats and part 
on horseback, with a view of selecting the best place for the intended 
bridge. We met General Hovey at the basin, who was also in search 
of a place to bridge this bayou. Selected place for bridge, and in the 
afternoon moved camp 4 miles south, to Perkins’ plantation. 

April 23.—Embarked for Grand Gulf. Generals McClernand, Os- 
terhaus, several other officers, and myself went down on the gunboat 
General Price. Sketched Grand Gulf. 

April 24.—Made another sketch of Grand Gulf for the general. 

April 25.—I received orders from General Osterhaus to accompany an 
expedition, under command of Colonel Keigwin, from Perkins’ plantation 
around Lake Saint Joseph to Hard Times Landing, opposite Grand Gulf, 
Miss. On this expedition I superintended the construction of three 
bridges, varying in spans of from 80 to 120 feet, over Holt’s, Durassett’s, 
and Phelps’ Bayous. (See map.) These bridges were made of timber 
taken from barns in the immediate vicinity of the respective places. 
Large, dry beams, 50 feet long by 18 inches square, properly connected, 
were used to bear the flooring, which was also obtained from the side- 
boarding of the barns. The flooring was again kept in place by so-called 
stretchers (pieces of timber 6 inches square). Whenever the banks of 
the streams were too steep, I had them partly excavated and partly filled 
with rails, of which there was au abundance. When selecting the place 
for the fourth bridge over Clark’s Bayou, on the 27th, I received orders 
toreturn to headquarters. After my arrival, Lreported to General Me- 
Clernand, and, upon his suggestion, also to Maj. Gen. U.S. Grant, where 
I had the pleasure of mecting you also. 

April 28.—Embarked again for Grand Gulf. 

April 29.—The bombardment of Grand Gulf took place. Our division 
marched 4 miles farther south. 

April 30.—Crossed the river to Bruinsburg, and marched toward Port 
Gibson. A fight ensued about dusk, some 6 miles from Port Gibson, and 
lasted till3a.m. May 1. Early in the morning the fight was resumed, 
and the battle of Thompson’s Hill, 4 miles west of Port Gibson, took 
place. Sketched and surveyed the battle-field during the action, our 
division forming the left wing of General McClernand’s corps @armée. 
(See accompanying map.) 

May 2.—Marched to Port Gibson. Surveyed the road from battle- 
field to this place roughly. 

May 3.—Marched to Willow Springs. 

May 4.—Made reconnaissance with General Osterhaus. 

May 5.—Marched toward Black River to within 5 miles south of it 
on the Utica or Cayuga road, 24 miles northeast of Port Gibson. Met 
mounted enemy, about 500 strong, and dispersed them. cs 

(See accompanying map of route marched by this division.) 

May 6.—Made sketch of this vicinity for the general. 

May7.—Made sketch of southern approaches to Vicksburg, partly 
from information gathered and partly from own observations, including 
Jackson, Gallatin, and Canton. 

May 8.—Moved headquarters about 2 miles north. Made several 
copies of the sketch of the vicinity of Vicksburg and also reconnats- 
sance to Big Black River. Hnemy on the other side intrenching. 

May 9.—Commenced another map. Got sick. Was in bed in the 
afternoon. : 

May 10.—Moved forward to Five-Mile Creek. 
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Showing the route taken by a detachment of the 9th Div., 
(Colonel KEIGWIN Commanding.) 
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Compiled and partly surveyed by I. TUNICA, Eng. 
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May 11.—Delivered a copy of my map, containing all information of 
the approaches to Vicksburg, to Lieutenant Hains. 

May 12.—Marched toward Edwards. Was very sick in carriage. 

May 13.—Moved again toward Raymond. (See map of march.) 

May 14.—Arrived at Raymond. Made four sketches for the use of 
outposts at this place. 

May 15.—Moved again toward Bolton and Edwards Station. 

May 16.4-Battle of Champion’s Hill, near Baker’s Cteek. Owing 
to my illness on this day, and being obliged to march at night, I was 
unable to survey the ground of this battle-field. 

May 17.—Moved toward Big Black River Bridge. At this place 
another battle took place. Enemy strongly intrenched. Surveyed and 
sketched the ground (see accompanying map) soon after the evacuation 
of the enemy. 

May 18.—Marched on to Vicksburg to within 4 miles of the place. 

May 19.—Moved a little ahead to about 2 miles of town. Fighting 
commenced. 

May 20.—Continued fighting. No ground gained. 

May 21.—Selected place for one of our batteries (Foster’s) and made 
sketch of the enemy’s intrenchments, to be assailed by this division, for 
field use. Rather dangerous sharpshooting at this point. 

May 22.—Witnessed grand charge on the enemy’s works, and improved 
sketch of same. 

May 23.—Made reconnaissance with some cavalry of by-roads in the 
vicinity of Mount Alban and Vicksburg. 

May 24.—Our division received orders to march back to Big Black 
River Bridge. 

From this date to June 1 my time was employed without intermission 
in making an addition to the survey of Big Black River Bridge and 
vicinity ; in compiling map of route marched by this division, and in 
plotting, mapping, and copying the battle-fields of Thompson’s Hill 
(Port Gibson) and Big Black River Bridge. 


* * * *% * * * 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. TUNICA, 


Engineer Ninth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps. 


Lieut. Col. JAmEs H. WILSON, 
Asst. Insp. Gen., and Pirst Lieutenant of Hngineers. 


No. 9. 


Message of President Davis, transmitting to the Confederate Congress cer- 
tain correspondence with General Joseph EL. Johnston, C. S. Army. 


RicHMoND, VA., January 29, 1864. 
To the House of Representatives : 


In response to your resolution of the 11th ultimo, I herewith transmit, 
for your information, a copy of my correspondence, together with that 
of the Secretary of War and of the Adjutant and Inspector General, 
with General Joseph E. Johnston, during the months of May, June, 
and July, 1863, concerning his command and the operations in his de- 
partment. 
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As the resolution fixes definitely the dates within which the corre- 
spondence is desired, I have not deemed it proper to add anything 


which was prior or subsequent to those dates. . 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


{Inclosures. ] 


7 Ricumonp, VA., May 6, 1863. 

General JOSEPH EK. JOHNSTON, . 
Tullahoma, Tenn.: 

How and why was Brigadier-General [W. T.] Martin withdrawn from 


Mississippi for service with the cavalry of which he was appointed ? 
Z ; JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


TULLAHOMA, TENN., May 7, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

Brigadier-General Martin was assigned to Van Dorn’s cavalry, which 
was ordered to this-department in January. He is not now with Van 
Dorn, who is in front of Columbia. He commands the cavalry directly 
between this army and Murfreesborough. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


Ricumonp, VA., May 18, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Headquarters, via Jackson, Miss. : 


Have seen your dispatch of this date. The cavalry mentioned can- 
not reach you before weeks. Other larger and more practiced cavalry 
I had hoped could be drawn to you from another part of your depart- 
ment, as suggested in telegram some time since. Several of the best 
infantry regiments, if wanted, might serve as substitute for the cav- 
alry, so much and immediately required. I hope you will have larger 
accessions to your army, when advancing to attack, by the junction of 
militia and less organized bodies of citizens. Your presence will effect 
much to inspire confidence and activity. 

The enemy will probably seek to join his fleet at Warrenton, draw 
the remaining forces from the camp above Young’s Point, and prepare 
for land and water attack on the defenses of Vicksburg. If you could 
unite with Pemberton and attack the enemy in his retrograde move- 
ment toward the river, the chances would be much better. Every effort 
will be made to aid you, and I desire to ktiow fully your wishes. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


CANTON, Miss., May 21, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

There is a division without a major-general, the only officer competent 
to command it being General W. H. T. Walker ;* he is the junior briga- 
dier. Please appoint immediately. Another will be wanted for com- 
ing troops. I recommend Brigadier-General [C. M.] Wilcox.* These 
officers are indispensable. 


J. HE. JOHNSTON. ~ 


* These names in the original dispatch received appeared as General W. H. Taliaferro 
and Brigadier-General Wilson. 
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CAMP NEAR CANTON, MIss., 
Via Jackson, May 21, 1863. 
The PRESIDENT: 

Your dispatch of the 18th received, but cannot be deciphered. On 
account of heavy loss of artillery, we want field pieces, with harness 
and ammunition. Troops coming from the east are generally without 
artillery. 

J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


RICHMOND, YA., May 22, 1863. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Via Jackson, Miss.: 

Brig. Gen. John 8S. Bowen is appointed major-general, to meet the 
want specified in your dispatch. General Loring becomes available 
for assignment to the division you designate. Field batteries and 
small-arms are on the way to your command. 

Signal cipher was employed. If you have the book formerly used by. 
. us, will resort to that. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RicuMonpD, Va., May 22, 1863. 
General Brace, Tullahoma, Tenn.: 

The vital issue of holding the Mississippi at Vicksburg is dependent 
on the success of General Johnston in an attack on the investing force. 
The intelligence from there is discouraging. Can you aid him? If so, 
and you are without orders from Genera] Johuston, act on your judg- 
ment. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RICHMOND; VA., May 22, 1863. 
General JOSEPH HE. JOHNSTON, 
Via Jackson, Miss. : 
I do not understand recommendation for promotion of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Wilson in your dispatch of 21st. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, Miss., May 23, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: : 

It was Brig. Gen. Cadmus M. Wilcox that I recommended. Major- 
General Loring is commanding his own division. Brigadier-General 
Bowen commands a division of the troops invested in Vicksburg. ‘The 
division I mentioned has no officer in it competent to command but 
Brig. Gen. W. H. T. Walker. It must be without a commander until a 
major-general is appointed for or assigned to it. We have tremendous 
odds against us. J respectfully urge, therefore, a thorough organization. 
I ceased to carry the book referred to upon being informed that the copy 
was not retained in your office. The enemy’s gunboats have possession 


he Yazoo. 
of the Yazoo J. HE. JOHNSTON. 
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SHELBYVILLE, TENN., May 23, 1863. 
JEFFERSON Davis, President: 


Sent 3,500 with the general; three batteries of artillery and 2,000 cav- 
alry since. Will dispatch 6,000 more immediately. Have no orders. 
The general did not consider it safe to weaken this point. 

BRAXTON BRAGG. 


RicHMOND, VA., May 23, 1863. 


General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Commanding, &c., Shelbyville, Tenn. : 


Your answer is in the spirit of patriotism heretofore manifested by 
you. The need is sore, but you must not forget your own necessities. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RicHMonD, VA., May 23, 1863. 


General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Via Canton, Miss. ; 


Your first dispatch was so changed as to present the names of W. H. 
Taliaferro and Wilson, both supposed to be errors. Bowen was ap- 
pointed, supposing him to be with Loring. Since your dispatch received 
to-day, gave order to appoint Walker major-general. Am making every 
effort to aid you, and hopeful of junction of your forces and defeat of 
the enemy. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, MISs., May 23, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 


Troops are coming very slowly. The last of Bragg’s arrived on Tues- 
day. Since then but 300 have arrived and 1,300 are reported this side 
of Meridian. An officer who left Vicksburg on Tuesday reports that an 
assault near the Yazoo road had been repelled this time. It is said here 
to-day that another was made near the Jackson road and also repulsed. 
This gives me confidence in Pemberton’s tenacity. If army can be or- 
ganized and well commanded, we shall win. 

Major-generals in proportion to the number of brigades are necessary. 
Is Major-General Ewell assigned? I have great confidence in him, and 
should be glad to have him. 


J. K. JOHNSTON, 


JACKSON, Miss., May 23, 1863. 
The PRESIDENT: 


The number of troops I expect to concentrate now in Mississippi is 
19,000, exclusive of the garrisons of Vicksburg and Port Hudson. The 
latter I have ordered to joinme. Vicksburg isinvested. Number, 16,000 
or 18,000. Grant’s force is estimated at 60,000. 


J. HK. JOHNSTON. 


> 
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‘ Canton, Miss., May 24, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

The following, received by courier at Jackson yesterday from General 
Pemberton, telegraphed to me by Colonel [B. S.] Ewell: 


VICKSBURG, Miss., May 20. 
Enemy assaulted intrenchments yesterday on center and left; were repulsed with 
heavy loss; our loss small. Enemy’s force at least 60,000. 
May 21. 


Enemy kept up heavy artillery fire yesterday ;, two guns dismounted in center and 
works injured. Their sharpshooters picked off officers and men all day. Works re- 
paired and guns replaced Jast night. The vital question is ammunition. The men 
are encouraged by a report that you are near with a large army, and are in good spirits. 

2 p. m.—Brisk artillery and musketry fire to-day; three guns dismounted in cen- 
ter; will replace them if possible. Heavy mortar firing from gunboats. The fire of 
the sharpshooters is severe. 

3 p. m.—During past two days enemy has gone up river in transports in large 
force. Where going not known. 


J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


IXICHMOND, VA., May 24, 1863. 


General JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON, 
Canton, Miss.: 

1 concur in your reliance on [belief of] the tenacity with which Gen- 
eral Pemberton will defend his position, but the disparity of numbers 
renders prolonged defense dangerous. I hope you will soon be able to 
break the investment. Make a junction and carry in munitions. Gen- 
eral {G. J.] Rains, who has made valuable inventions, is ordered to you 
for special service, and will, I think, be useful both on land and river. 
General Bragg has probably communicated with you. If my strength 


permitted, I would go to you. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, Miss., May 27, 1863. 
“His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 
A young man sént out by Major-General Stevenson reports that hard 
fighting has been going on since Tuesday of last week with continued 
success to.us. ‘ur men confident and in fine spirits; but we cannot 
break the investment without an army. General Cooper tells me that 
but 13,000 have been ordered. General Pemberton estimates Grant's 
force at not less than 60,000. When all the re-enforcements arrive shall 
have but 23,000. Tell me if additional troops can be furnished. 


The two cases of cipher are independent of each other. 
J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


RicHmMonD, VA., May 28, 1863. 


General JOSEPH H. JOHNSTON, i 
Canton, Miss.: 


The re-enforcements sent to you exceed by, say, 7,000 the estimate of 
your dispatch of 27th instant. We have withheld nothing which it was 
practicable to give. We cannot hope for numerical equality, and time 


will probably increase the disparity. 
e i F JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
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JACKSON, Miss., May 28, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

It is reported that the last infantry coming leave Montgomery to-night. 
When they arrive shall have about 23,000. Pemberton can be saved 
only by beating Grant. Unless you can promise more troops, we must 
try with thatnumber. The odds against us will be very great. Can you 
not add 7,000? Asked for another major general— Wilcox, or whoever 
you may prefer. We want good general officers quickly. I have to 
organize an army, and collect ammunition, provisions, and transpor- 
tation. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


RICHMOND, VA., May 30, 1863. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 

Your dispatch of 28th received. The Secretary of War reports the 
re-enforcement ordered to you as greater than the number you request. 
Added to the forces you have from Pemberton’s army, he states your 
whole force to be 34,000, exclusive of militia. Bowen and Walker pro- 
moted. French and Breckinridge, ordered to you, will, I hope, meet 
your want of major-generals. If another be required, S. D. Lee is, L 
think, equal to that grade. Officers in the field here cannot be sent to 
you without too great delay. The troops sent to you were so fully or- 
ganized that I suppose you will have little trouble as to organization, 
unless it be of militia. Colonel [Philip] Stockton can probably answer 
your requisitions for ammunition. You no doubt will be embarrassed 
by deficiency of field transportation. The recent robberies have dimin- 
ished the amount in the country. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


* CANTON, May 31, 1863. 
The PRESIDENT: 


Your dispatch of 30th received. By official returns, troops near . 


Canton, including Gist’s and Walker’s brigades of Beauregard’s army, 
Ketor’s and MeNair’s of Bragg’s, and Gregg’s of Pemberton’s, have 
effectives 9,400. 

The troops near Jackson, including Loring’s division and Maxey’s 
brigade of Pemberton’s troops and Evans’ of Beanregard’s, have ettect- 
ives 7,800. Major-General Breckinridge reports to-day 5,800, Brigadier- 
General (W. H.] Jackson’s cavalry, numbering about 1,600 when I was 
in Tennessee, not included, nor five field batteries, probably 400. 

General Cooper informs me that no other re-enforcements have been 
ordered to this department. Major-General Gardner is invested in Port 
Hudson. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


[Indorsement.] 


Reférred to the Secretary of War for reply as to the difference be- 
tween this statement and the reported number of troops sent to General 
Johnston and gained by him from General Pemberton. 

J. D. [JEFFERSON DAVIS.] 


es 


* This letter not transmitted to Confederate Congress, 


a 
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CANTON, MISS., June 1, 1863, 
| ViA MONTGOMERY, June 2. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 
The Secretary of War is greatly mistaken in his numbers. By their 
own returns the troops at my disposal available against Grant are— 


ORR SURG LOL 6 memes r Gite is oo Sc at a ae Neuere Sane ee 9, 700 
ae ene oA ee cece eels vas secicc vs stccwaddene cee mab et eee 8, 400 
MAPOR MOC ALC HEC Sr te mreat san cis casas vices Weel b Sekea sees eee 6, 000 

BE On Sl ape ete ere ee eS oS aces Sst niais aha S's hs Sokns oe Sacra Oe EEE 24, 100 


Not including a few hundred irregular cavalry, nor Jackson’s com- 
mand, the strength of which I do not know. Bowen and Lee are in 
Vicksburg, beyond my reach. In the estimate, that garrison is not in- 
cluded. The total] of the above, 24,100. These are numbers of effectives. 

J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


CANTON, Miss., [June 9, 1863,] 
ViA MontTGomERy, June 10. 
His Excellency President Davis: : 

It has been suggested to me that the troops in this department are 
very hostile to officers of Northern birth, and that on that account 
Major-General French’s arrival will weaken instead of strengthening us, 
I beg you to consider that all the general officers of Northern birth are 
on duty in this department. There is now a want of major-generals 
[discipline]. It is important to avoid any cause of further discontent. 

J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


RICHMOND, VA., June 11, 1863. 
General JOSEPH BE. JOHNSTON: 

Your dispatch received. Those who suggest that the arrival of Gen- 
eral French will produce discontent among the troops because of his 
Northern birth are not probably aware that he is a citizen of Mississippi; 
was a wealthy planter until the Yankees robbed him, and, before the 
Confederate States had an army, was the chief of ordnance and artil- 
lery in the force Mississippi raised to maintain her right of secession. 
As soon as Mississippi could spare him, he was appointed a brigadier- 
general in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States, and has 
frequently been before the enemy, where he was the senior officer. If 
malignity should undermine him, as it has another, you are authorized 
to notify him of the fact and to relieve him, communicating it to me by 
telegram. Surprised by your remark as to the general officers of North- 
ern birth, I turned to the register, and find that a large majority of the 
number are elsewhere than in the Departmentof Mississippi and Hastern 


Louisiana. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RICHMOND, VA., June 13, 1863. 
General BRAGG, Tullahoma, Tenn.: | 
General Johnston communicates report of re-enforcements to Grant 
going down the Mississippi. The estimated number 30,000. Have you 
knowledge whence they were drawn? If from Rosecrans, can you fur- 
ther aid the defense of Vicksburg, indirectly or directly, by advance or 


detachment? 
JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
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RICHMOND, VA., June 15, 1863. 
General JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON, 
; Jackson, Miss. : 

Your dispatch of 12th instant to Secretary of War noted. ‘The order 
to go to Mississippi did not diminish your authority in Tennessee, both 
being in the country placed under your command in original assignment. 

To what do you refer as information from me restricting your authority 
to transfer troops because no more could be spared? Officers ordered 
to you for duty generally are, of course, subject to assignment by you. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, MIss., June 16, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: F ; 
Your dispatch of 15th received. I meant to tell the Secretary of War 


that I considered the order directing me to command here as limiting » 


my authority to this department, especially when that order was accom- 
panied by War Department orders transferring troops from Tennessee 
to Mississippi; and, whether commanding there or not, that your reply 
te my application for more troops that no more could be spared would 
have made it improper for me to order more from Tennessee. Permit 
_me to repeat that an officer having a task like mine, far above his ability, 
cannot in addition command other remote departments. No general 
can command separate armies. I have not yet been able to procure 
the means of moving these troops; they are too weak to accomplish 
much. The re-enforcements you mention have joined Grant. 
J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


RicHMOND, VA., June 17, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 
I do not find in my letter-book any communication to you containing 
the expression which you again attribute to me and cite as a restriction 


op you against withdrawing troops from Tennessee; and have to repeat. 


my inquiry, to what do you refer? , Give date of dispatch or letter. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RICHMOND, VA., June 17, 1863. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Commanding at Shelbyville: 
GENERAL: General Johnston, in telegrams of 15th and 16th, repeats 
the expression of his opinion that he cannot under existing circum- 
stances advantageously command both in Mississippi and Tennessee; 


and, in referring to the reported movement of Burnside’s corps to re-en- © 


force Grant, says, “‘ Will not this enable us to invade Kentucky? For 
this, General Bragg’s command should extend over East Tennessee.” 
The arrangement made of several departments in a geographical 
district, to the command of which General Johnston was assigned, was 
intended to secure the fullest co-operation of the troops in those depart- 
ments, and at the same time to avoid delay by putting the commander 
of each departinent in direct correspondence with the War Office. Under 
this view of the case, the Department of East Tennessee, &c., was 
created, because of the delay which would attend the transmission of 
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reports and orders if they must needs pass from Southwestern, Virginia 
to Middle Tennessee and thence to Richmond, Va. 

Your telegram of the 15th, suggesting orders for co-operative move- 
ment by General Buckner, manifests the defect of the existing arrange- 
ment while General Johnston’s attention is absorbed by operations in 
Mississippi. I would be glad to have from you such suggestions as you 
may please to make in relation to the proper remedy for the existing 
evil. Your command could be extended to embrace that of General 
Buckner, by extending the limits of the Department of the Tennessee. 

_ You will know better than myself how far the means of communica- 
tion and your own leisure would permit you to direct the operations, 
especially in the eastern portion of General Buckner’s department. You 
can also judge better than myself how far co-operation can be relied 
upon without the exercise of other command than that which arises 
atter the junction of forces in camps, marches, &e. There are no doubt 

.Iany conditions which do not now occur to me, but which experience 
has brought to your attention, and I will be glad to have a full expres- 
sion of your views, being happily fully aware that your wish can in 
nowise differ from my own—the success of our cause in the unequal 

struggle in which we are engaged. 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, Miss., June 20, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

I much regret the carelessness of my reply of the 16th to your tele- 
gram of the 15th. In my dispatch of the 12th to the Secretary of War, 
I refer to words “‘ we have withheld nothing which it was practicable 
to give” in your telegram of May 28, and to the telegram of June 5,* 
except the last sentence. I consider “ Executive” as including Secretary 


of War. ‘ 
J. HK. JOHNSTON. 


es 


RICHMOND, VA., June 25, 1863. 
General JoSEPH HK. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss.: 

Telegram from Governor Pettus informs me of conference with you. 
Commodore [Samuel] Barron will transfer the funds to you, to be applied 
by you for the purpose indicated—in the defense of Western rivers. 
You will exercise discretionary power as to manner and objects. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
, JACKSON, MISss., 
Via Montgomery, June 28, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

I have received what you directed Commodore Barron to give me, but — 
since learning particulars of the scheme with which he was connected 
have no hope now of [the purchase of Helena]. The third object seems 
to me feasible, and agents have been dispatched. [lt is the destruction 


f ts.] I shall probably not require a tenth part of the money.t 
Cade : 4 ; J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


*From the Secretary of War. Y 
+The words in brackets are in original dispatch, but were omitted in copy as sent 


to the Confederate Congress. 
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RicumonpD, VA., June 30, 1863. 
General JosupH HK. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 

After full examination of all the correspondence between you and my- 
self and the War Office, including the dispatches referred to in your 
telegram of the 20th instant, I am still at a loss to account for your 
strange error in stating to the Secretary of War that your right to draw 
re-enforcements from Bragg’s army had been restricted by the Execu- 
tive or that your command over the Army of Tennessee had been with- 
drawn. 

In compliance with your request, I am engaged in correspondence with 


General Bragg on the subject of making such new arrangements as- 


shall relieve you hereafter of the command of his department. Your 
suggestion to extend Bragg’s command over East Tennessee is likewise 
the subject of correspondence, and your recommendation to attempt a 
movement in Kentucky has been approved, and every effort will be made 
to carry into effect that as well as any other practicable movement to 
aid you. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS- 


RICHMOND, VA., July 2, 1868. 
General JOSEPH HK. JOHNSTON: 

I have this day sent a dispatch to General E. K. Smith and to your 
care. Please send copies of the dispatch to General Smith by several 
pees couriers, going at different times, so as to insure its speedy de- 
ivery. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HEADQUARTERS CANEY CREEK, MADISON CoUNTY, 
ViA JACKSON, July 4, 1863. 
His Excellency President DAvIs: 
Your dispatch of the 2d instant received, but none of it can be deci- 
phered. Please repeat. 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


CANEY CREEK Camp, July 5, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 


Your dispatch of June 30 received. I considered my assignment to 
the immediate command in Mississippi as giving me a new position and 
limiting my authority to this department. The orders of the War De- 
partment transferring three separate bodies of troops from General 
Bragg’s army to this, two of them without my knowledge and all of 
them without consulting me, would have convinced me had k doubted. 
These orders of the War Department expressed its judgment of the 
number of troops to be transferred from Tennessee. I could no more 
control this judgment by increasing the number than by forbidding the 
transfer. lregret very much that an impression which seemed to me 
to be natural should be regarded by you as a strange error. I thank 
‘Your Excellency for your approval of the several recommendations you 
mention. re ; 

J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


Poe 
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JACKSON, MIss., July 7, 1863. 
Hon. Jamis A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Vicksburg capitulated on the 4th instant. Garrison was paroled and 
are to be returned to our lines, the officers retaining their side-arms and 
personal baggage. ‘This intelligence was brought by an officer who left 
the place on Sunday, the 5th. In consequence, I am falling back from 
the Big Black River to Jackson. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


RICHMOND, VA., July 8, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss.: ; 
Your dispatch of 5th instant received. The mistakes it contains will 
be noticed by letter. Your dispatch of 7th instant, to Secretary of War, 
announcing the disastrous termination of the siege of Vicksburg, received 
same day. Painfully anxious as to the result, I have remained with- 
out information from you as to any plans proposed or attempted to raise 
the siege. Equally uninformed as to your plans in relation to Port Hud- 
son, I have to request such information in relation thereto as the Gov- 
ernment has a right to expect from one of its commanding generals in 
the field. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 9, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

Your dispatch of to-day * received. I have never meant to fail in the 
duty of reporting to the Executive whatever might interest it in my 
command. [informed the Secretary of War that my force was much 
too weak to attempt to raise the siege of Vicksburg, and that to attempt 
to relieve Port Hudson would be to give up Mississippi, as it would in- 
volve the loss of this point, and that the want of adequate means of 
transportation kept me inactive until the end of June. I then moved 
toward Vicksburg to attempt to extricate the garrison, but could not 
devise a plan until after reconnoitering, for which I was toolate. With- 
out General Pemberton’s co-operation, any attempt must have resulted 
in disaster, The slowness and difficulty of communication rendered co- 
operation next to impossible. 

J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


RicHMonD, VA., July 9, 1863. 
General JOSEPH HE. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 

If it be true that General Taylor has joined General Gardner and 
routed Banks, you will endeavor to draw heavy re-enforcements from 
that army and delay a general engagement until your junction is ef- 
fected. Thus it is to be hoped the enemy may yet be crushed and the 
late disaster be repaired. 

Send by telegraph a list of the general and staff officers who have come 
out on parole from Vicksburg, so that they may be exchanged imme- 


* Dated Richmond, July 8, 1863, 
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diately. As soon as practicable let the lists of regiments and other or- 
ganizations be forwarded for same purpose. General Rains should now 
fully apply his invention. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 9, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

The enemy is advancing in two columns on Jackson; now about 4 
miles distant. I shall] endeavor to hold the place, as the possession of 
Mississippi depends on it. His force is about double ours. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


Jackson, Miss., July 10, 1863. 
His Excellency President DAVIS: 

Your dispatch of yesterday received. No report of Taylor’s junction 
with Gardner has reached me, as it must have done if true, as we have 
1,200 cavalry in that vicinity. I have nothing official from Vicksburg. 
Maj. Jacob Thompson, of General Pemberton’s staff, gives me the fol- 
lowing list: Lieutenant-General Pemberton, Major-Generals Stevenson, 
Forney, M. L. Smith, and Bowen; Brigadier-Generals Barton, Lee, 
Cumming, Moore, Hébert, Baldwin, Vaughn, Shoup; Colonels Reynolds, 
Waul, and Cockrell, commanders of brigades; also Brigadier-General 
[John V.] Harris, of Mississippi militia. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 11, 1863. 
The PRESIDENT : 
_ Under General Pemberton’s orders, a line of rifle-pits was constructed 
from the Canton road, at Colonel Withers’ house, passing a few hundred 
yards from the railroad depot, and going to the New Orleans Railroad, 
1,000 yards south. It is very defective—cannot stand siege—but im- 
proves a bad position against assault. I thought want of water would 
compel this; but the enemy has made no attempt, but skirmished all 
day yesterday. Should he not assault, we must attack him or leave the 
place. Prisoners say there are Ord’s and Sherman’s corps and three 
other divisions. Their right is near Raymond road; their left on Pearl 
River, opposite Insane Asylum. Our men are deserting in large num- 
bers by the fords on Pearl River. ee 
J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


RicomonpD, Va., July 11, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 


Jackson, Miss.: 


_ Dispatch of this day received and remarks on defects of intrenched 
line noted. Though late to attempt improvement, every effort should be 
made to strengthen the line of defense, and compel the enemy to assault. 
Am deeply distressed at report of desertions, Cannot the Governor aid 
you to check them by employing citizens as guards at the fords? Beau- 
regard and Bragg are both threatened. The former now engaged with 
the enemy. We are entitled to discharge of the paroled prisoners, and 
the War Department will spare no effort to promptly secure it. The 
Importance of your position is apparent, and you will not fail to employ 
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all available means to insure success. I have too little knowledge of 
your circumstances to be more definite, and have exhausted my power 
to aid you. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 12, 1863. 
His Excellency President Davis: 


Your dispatch of 11th received. A heavy cannonade this morning 
for two hours from batteries east of the Canton and south of the Clinton 
road. The enemy’s rifles reached all parts of the town, showing the 
weakness of the position and untenableness against a powerful artillery. 
Breckinridge’s front, south of the town, was assaulted this morning, but 
not vigorously. A party of skirmishers of the First, Third, and Fourth 
Florida, Forty-seventh Georgia, and Cobb’s battery took the enemy’s 
flank, and captured 200 prisoners and colors of the Twenty-cighth, 
Yorty-first, and Fifty-third Illinois Regiments. Heavy skirmishing all 
day yesterday. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 12, 1863. 
(Received Richmond, Va., July 13.) 
His Excellency President Davis: 
I have just learned from Colonel [John L.] Logan that Port Hudson 


capitulated at 6 a. m. on the 9th instant. Terms not given. 
J. K. JOHNSTON. 


RICHMOND, VA., July 13, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss.: 


Nothing from you since Saturday. What is the state of affairs? 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 13, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

Your dispatch of 11th received. The Governor cannot help us. Under 
our joint call, but 176 men have been obtained. I think Grant will keep 
the Vicksburg prisoners until operations here are ended. He may be 
strongly re-enforced from Port Hudson. If the position and works were 
not bad, want of stores (which could not be collected) would make it im- 
possible to stand siege. If the enemy will not attack, we must, or at 
the last moment withdraw. We cannot attack seriously without risking 
the army; but it is difficult to yield this vital point without a struggle. 
On afternoon of 11th, the enemy extended his right to Pearl River. 

J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 13, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT : 

Colonel [C. A.] Fuller has just arrived from Vicksburg. The Federals 
issued 31,000 rations to the garrison after the siege. There were 18,000 
men fit for duty in the trenches the day of the surrender. About 6,000 
sick and wounded in hospitals. Losses killed and wounded during the 
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siege supposed to be 2,500. General Green the only general officer 
killed. The garrison left Vicksburg on the 11th, and will reach a point 
10 miles east of Brandon on Wednesday, the 15th. Colonel Fuller thinks 
the troops are much demoralized, and a large proportion of the men will 
straggle. The cause is their objection to going to a paroled camp. 
They ask a furlough of thirty days, which General Pemberton recom- 
mends. Subsisting these men will be attended with serious difficulties. 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


RICHMOND, VA., July 14, 1863. 
General. JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 

Your dispatch of yesterday received. If lists of the paroled prisoners, 
as heretofore directed, be promptly furnished, there will be noneed to 
detain the men in a paroled camp, as we shall insist on immediate dis- 
charge, and give to them an opportunity again to serve their country. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 14, 1863. 
(Received Richmond, Va., July 15.) 


His Excellency President Davis: 


We learn from Vicksburg that a large force lately left that place to 
turn us on the north. This will compel us to abandon Jackson. The 
troops before us have been intrenching and erecting batteries since 
their arrival. © 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Richmond, July 15, 1863. 
General JosEPH E. JounstTon, ©. 8S. Army: 


GENERAL: [I.*] Your dispatch of the 5th instant, stating that you 
‘‘ considered” your “ assignment to the immediate command in Missis- 
Sippi” as giving you a “ new position,” and as “ limiting your authority,” 
being a repetition of a statement which you were informed was a grave 
error, and being persisted in after your failure to point out, when re- 
quested, the letter or dispatch justifying you in such a conclusion, ren- 
dered it necessary, as you were informed in my dispatch of 8th instant, 
that I should make a more extended reply than could be given ina tel- 
egram. That there may be no possible room for further mistake in this 
matter, I am compelled to recapitulate the substance of all orders and 
instructions given to you so far as they bear on this question. 

[II.] On the 24th November last you were assigned, by Special Orders, 
No. 275, toa defined geographical command. The deserip- 
tion included a portion of Western North Carolina and 
Northern Georgia, the States of Tennessee, Alabama, and Missis- 
sippi, and that part of the State of Louisiana east of the Mississippi 
River. The order concluded in the following language: : 

General Johnston will, for the purpose of correspondence and reports, establish his 
headquarters at Chattanooga, or such other place as in his judgment will best secure 
communication with the troops within the limits of his command, and will repair in 


person to any part of said command whenever his presence may for the time be nec- 
essary or desirable. 


24th November, 1862. 


*The paragraphs were numbered by General Johnston. 
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[11I.] This command by its terms embraced the armies under com. 
mand of General Bragg in Tennessee, of General Pemberton at Vicks- 
burg, as well as those at Port Hudson, Mobile, and the forces in East 
Tennessee. 

[LV.] This general order has never been changed nor modified so as to 
affect your command in a single particular, nor has your control over 
it been interfered with. I have, as commander-in-chief, given vou some 
orders, which will be hereafter noticed; not one of them, however, in- 
dicating in any manner that the general control confided to you was re- 
stricted or impaired. 

[V.] You exercised this command by visiting in person the armies at 
Murfreesborough, Vicksburg, Mobile, and elsewhere, and on the 22d 
January I wrote you, directing that you should repair in person to the 
army at Tullahoma, on account of a reported want of harmony and con- 
fidence between General Bragg and his officers and troops. This letter 
closed with the following passage: 

As that army is part of your command, no order will be necessary to give you author- 
ity there, as, whether present or absent, you have a right to direct its 
operations and do whatever else belongs to the general commanding. a Seenees Ao 

[VI.] Language cannot be plainer than this; and although the differ- 
ent armies in your geographical district were ordered to report directly 
to Richmond as well as to yourself, this was done solely to avoid the evil 
that would result from reporting through you when your headquarters 
might be, and it was expected frequently would be, so located as to 
create delays injurious to the public interest. 

[VII.] While at Tullahoma you did not hesitate to order troops from 
General Pemberton’s army; and, learning that you had ordered the 
division of cavalry from Northern Mississippi to Tennessee, I telegraphed 
you that this order left Mississippi exposed to cavalry raids without 
means of checking them. You did not change your orders, and although 
I thought them injudicious, I refrained from exercising my authority in 
deference to your views. 

[VIII.] When I learned that prejudice and malignity had so under- 
mined the confidence of the troops at Vicksburg in their commander as 
to threaten disaster, I deemed the circumstances such as to present the 
case foreseen in Special Orders, No. 275, that you should— 


repair in person to any part of said command whenever your presence may for the 
time be necessary or desirable. 


[[X.] You were therefore ordered on 9th May to— 


proceed at once to Mississippi and take chief command of the forces, 
giving to those in the field as far as practicable the encouragement and 
benefit of your personal direction. 

[X.] Some details were added about re-enforcements, but not a word 
affecting in the remotest degree your authority to command your geo 
graphical district. 

[XI.] On the 4th June you telegraphed to the Secretary of 
War, in response to his inquiry, saying: 

My only plan is to relieve Vicksburg. My force is far too small for the purpose. 
Tell me if you can increase it and how much. 


[XII.] To which he answered on the 5th: 5th June, 1863. 


I regret inability to promise more troops, as we have drained resources even to the 
danger of several points. You know best concerning General Bragg’s army, but I fear 
to withdraw more. We are too far outnumbered in Virginia to spare any, &c. 


[XII1.| This dispatch shows that up to the 5th June, the War Office 


9th May, 1863. 


4th June, 1863, 
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had no knowledge of any impression on your part that you had ceased 
to control Bragg’s army, but, on the contrary, you were clearly informed 
that you were considered the proper person to withdraw troops from if, 
if you deemed it judicious. ae 

[XIV.] On the 8th June the Secretary was more explicit, 
if possible. He said: 

Do you advise more re-enforcements from General Bragg? You, as commandant of 
the department, have power so to order, if you, in view of the whole case, so deter- 
mine. 

[XV.] On the 10th June you answered that it was for the Govern- 
ment to determine what department could furnish the re-enforcements ; 
that you could not know how General Bragg’s wants compared with 
yours, and that the Government could make the comparison. 

[XVI.]| Your statement that the Government in Richmond was better 
able to judge of the relative necessities of the armies under your com- 
mand than you were, and the further statement that you could not 
know how General Bragg’s wants compared with yours, were considered 
extraordinary, but as they were accompanied by the remark that the 
Secretary’s dispatch had been imperfectly deciphered, no observation 
was made on them till the receipt of your telegram to the Secretary, of 
the 12th instant, stating : 

I have not considered myself commanding in Tennessee since assignment here, and 
{2th June, 1869, SHOuld not have felt authorized to take troops from that department after 

having been informed by the Executive that no more could be spared. 

[XVII.] My surprise at these two statements was extreme. You 
had never been “assigned” to the Mississippi command. You went 
there under the circumstances and orders already quoted, and no justi- 
fication whatever is perceived for your abandonment of your duties as 
commanding general of the geographical district to which you were 
assigned. Orders as explicit as those under which you were sent to the 
west, and under which you continued to act up to the 9th May, when 
you were directed to repair in person to Mississippi, can only be im- 
paired or set aside by subsequent orders equally explicit, and your an- 
nouncement that you had ceased to consider yourself charged with the 
control of affairs in Tennessee because ordered to repair in person to 
Mississippi, both places being within the command to which you were 
assigned, was too grave to be overlooked, and, when to this was added 
the assertion that you should not have felt authorized to draw troops 
from that department (Tennessee) “ after being informed by the Execu- 
tive that no more could be spared,” I was unable to account for your 
language, being entirely confident that I had never given you any such 
information. 

[X VIIi.] I shall now proceed to separate your two statements, and 
begin with that which relates to your “ not considering” vourself com- 
manding in Tennessee since assignment “ here,” 4. ¢., in Mississippi. 

[XIX.] When you received my telegram of 15th June, in- 
forming you ‘that the order to go to Mississippi did not 
diminish your authority in Tennessee, both being in the country placed 
under your command in original assignment,” accompanied by an in- 
quiry about the information said to have been derived from 
me restricting your authority to transfer troops, your answer 
on the 16th June was: 

I meantto tell the Secretary of War that I considered the order directing me to com- 
mand here as limiting my authority to this department, especially when that order 


was accompanied by War Department orders transferring troops from Tennessee to 
Mississippi. 


8th June, 1863, 


15th June, 1863. 


16th June, 1863. 
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|XX.]| This is in substance arepetition of the previous statement, with- 
out any reason being given for it. The factof orders being sent to you to 
transfer some of the troops in your department from one point to another 
to which you were proceeding in person could give no possible ground 
for your “ considering ” that Special Orders, No. 275, was rescinded or 
modified. Your command of your geographical district did not make 
you independent of my orders as your superior officer, and when you 
were directed by me to take troops with you to Mississippi, your control 
over the district to which you were assigned was in no way involved ; 
but the statement that troops were transferred from Tennessee to Missis- 
sippi by order of the War Department when you were directed to re- 
pair to the latter State gives but half the fact, for although you were 
ordered to take with you 3,000 good troops, you were told to replace 
them by a greater number then on their way to Mississippi, and whom 
you were requested to divert to Tennessee, the purpose being to hasten 
re-enforcements to Pemberton without weakening Bragg. This was in 
deference to your own opinion that Bragg could not be safely weakened; 
nay, that he ought even to be re-enforced at Pemberton’s expense; for 
you had just ordered troops from Pemberton’s command to re-enforce 
Bragg. I differed in opinion from you, and thought Vicksburg far more 
exposed to danger than Bragg, and was urging forward re-entorcements 
to that point both from Carolina and Virginia before you were directed 
to assume command in person in Mississippi. 

[XXI.] I find nothing, then, either in your dispatch of 16th June 
or in any subsequent communication from you, giving a justification 
for your saying that you had not considered yourself commanding in 
Tennessee since assignment here (7. ¢., in Mississippi). Your dispatch 
of the 5th instant is again a substantial repetition of the same state- 
ment without a word of reason to justify it. You say, ‘I considered 
my assignment to the immediate command in Mississippi as giving me 
@ new position and limiting my authority to this department.” I have 
characterized this as a grave error, and in view of all the facts, cannot 
otherwise regard it. I must add that a review of your correspondence 
shows a constant desire on your part, beginning early in January, that 
I should change the order placing Tennessee and Mississippi in one 
command under your direction, and a constant indication on my part 
whenever I wrote on the subject that in my judgment the public serv- 
ice required that the two armies should be subject to your control. 

[XXII.] I now proceed to your second statement in your telegram of 
12th* June, that you “should not have felt authorized to take troops 
from that department (Tennessee) after having been informed by the 
Executive that no more could be spared.” 

[XXIII.] To my inquiry for the basis of this statement, you answered 
on the 16th by what was in substance a reiteration of it. 

[XXIV.] I again requested on the 17th that you should refer by date 
to any such communication as that alleged by you. 

[XXV.] You answered on 20th June, apologized for carelessness in 
your first reply, and referred me to a passage from my telegram to you 
on the 28th May and to one from the Secretary of War of 5th June, 
and then informed me that you considered “ Executive” as including 
Secretary of War. 

[XXVL] Your telegram of 12th June was addressed to the Secre- 
tary of War in the second person. It begins, “Your dispatch,” and 
then speaks of the Executive in the third person, and on reading it, it 


SS ee 


* To Secretary of War. 
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was not supposed that the word “Executive” referred to any one but 
myself; but, of course, in a matter like this, your own explanation of 
your meaning is conclusive. 

[XXVII.] The telegram of the Secretary of War of 5th June, followed 
by that of 8th June, conveyed unmistakably the very reverse of the 
meaning you attributed to them, and your reference to them as support- 
ing your position is unintelligible. I revert, therefore, to my telegram 
of 28th May. That telegram was in answer to one from you in which 
you stated that, on the arrival of certain re-enforcements then on the 
way, you would have about 23,000; that Pemberton could be saved only 
by beating Grant, and you added: 


Unless you can promise more troops, we must try with that number. The odds 
against us will be very great. Can you add 7,000? 


My reply was: 

The re-enforcements sent to you exceed by, say, 7,000 the estimate of your dispatch 
of 27th instant. We have withheld nothing which it was practicable to give you. 
We cannot hope for numerical equality, and time will probably increase the disparity. 

[XXVIITI.] It is on this language that you rely to support a state- 
ment that I informed you no more troops could be spared from Ten- 
nessee, and as restricting your right to draw troops from that depart- 
ment. It bears no such construction. The re-enforcements sent to you 
(with an exception presently to be noticed) were from points outside of 
your department. You had, in telegrams of Ist, 2d,* 7th May, and 
others, made repeated applications to, have troops withdrawn from 
other departments to your aid. You were informed that we would 
give all the aid we possibly could. Of your right to order any change 
made in the distribution of troops in your own district no doubt had 
ever been suggested by yourself nor could occur to your superiors here, 
for they had given you the authority. ; 


[XXIX.] The re-enforcements which went with you from Tennessee 


were (as already explained, and as was communicated to you at. the 
time) a mere exchange for other troops sent from Virginia. 

[XXX.] The troops subsequently sent to you from Bragg were for- 
warded by him under the following dispatch from me of 22d May: 

The vital issue of holding the Mississippi at Vicksburg is dependent on the success 
of General Johnston in an attack on the investing force. The intelligence from there 
is discouraging. Can you aid him? If so, and you are without orders from General 
Johnston, act on your judgment. 

[XXXI.] The words that I now underscore suffice to show how thor- 
oughly your right of command of the troops in Tennessee was recog 
nized. I knew from your own orders that you thought it more advisa- 
ble to draw troops from Mississippi to re-enforce Bragg than to send 
troops from the latter to Pemberton, and one of the reasons which in- 
duced the instruction to you to proceed to Mississippi was the convie- 
tion that your views on this point would be changed on arrival in Mis 
- sissippi. Still, although convinced myself that troops might be spared 
from Bragg’s army without very great danger, and that Vicksburg was, 
on the contrary, in immediate peril, I was unwilling to overrule your 
judgment of the distribution of your troops while you were on the spot, 
and therefore simply left to General Bragg the power to aid you if he 
could and if you had not given contrury orders. 

[XX XII.] The cavalry sent you from Tennessee was sent on a similar 
dispatch from the Secretary of War to General Bragg, informing him 


* Dated May 1; received May 2, 1863. 
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of your earnest appeal for cavalry, and asking him if he could spare any. 
Your request was for a regiment of cavalry to be sent to you from 
Georgia. My dispatch of 18th May pointed out to you the delay which 
a compliance would involve, and suggested that cavalry could be drawn 
from ‘‘another part of your department,” as had been previously indi- 
cated. 

[XX XIH.] In no manner, by no act, by no language either of myself 
or of the Secretary of War, has your authority to draw troops from one 
portion of your department to another been withdrawn, restricted, or 
modified. 

[XXXIV.] Now that Vicksburg has disastrously fallen, this subject 
would present no pressing demand for attention, and its examination 
would have been postponed to a future period had not your dispatch of 
the 5th instant, with its persistent repetition of statements which I had 
informed you were erroneous, and without adducing a single fact to 
sustain them, induced me to terminate the matter at once by a review 
of all the facts. The original mistakes in your telegram of 12th June 
would gladly have been overlooked as accidental if acknowledged when 
pointed out. The perseverance with which they have been insisted on 
has not permitted me to pass them by as mere oversights, or, by refrain- 
ing from an answer, to seem to admit the justice of the statements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 15, 1863. 

President DAVIS: 

The enemy will not attack, but has intrenched; is evidently making 
a siege which we cannotresist. It would be madness to attack kim. In 
the beginning it might have been done, but I thought then that want of 
water would compel him to attack us. It is reported by some of its offi- 
cers who were here yesterday and by some gentlemen of Brandon that 
the Vicksburg garrison is diminishingly rapidly. Incessant but slight 
cannonading kept up. Our loss in killed and wounded about 350. The 
remainder of the army under Grant at Vicksburg is beyond doubt on 


its way to this place. 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 16, 1863. 
His Excellency President DAVIS: 
The enemy being strongly re-enforced, and able when he pleases to cut 


us off, I shall abandon this place, which it is impossible for us to hold. 
J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 16, 1863. 
His Excellency President DAVIS: 

Your dispatch of yesterday* received. Lieutenant-General Pember- 
ton has been instructed to send an officer to Richmond with lists of 
paroled prisoners. Reports indicate that few of them will re-enter the 
service very soon, as they are rapidly dispersing, Little firing yester- 
day; none this morning. i eae ey of cavalry to the enemy’s rear 

14th, but have not heard from it. 
Sai J. E. JOHNSTON, 


*Dated Richmond, July 14, 1863, See p. 202. 
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BRANDON, Miss., July 17, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 
Jackson was abandoned last night. The troops are now moving 
through tiis place to encamp 3 miles to the east. Those officers who 
have seen the Vicksburg troops think that they cannot be kept together. 
General Pemberton thinks the best policy is to furlough them by regi- 


ments. 
J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


RICHMOND, VA., July 18, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JoHnston, Brandon, Miss.: 

Your dispatch of yesterday received, informing me of your retreat 
from Jackson toward the east. I desire to know your ulterior purpose. 
The enemy may not pursue, but move up the Central road, lay waste 
the rich country toward Tennessee, and co-operate afterward with Rose- 
crans. Another column, Eastern Louisiana being abandoned, may be 
sent from New Orleans to attack Mobile on the land side. 

The recommendation to furlough the paroled troops from Vicksburg 
offers a hard alternative under the pressure of our present condition. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


JULY 19, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

Your dispatch of yesterday cannot be deciphered. My purpose is to 
hold as much of the country as I can, and to retire farther only when 
compelled todo so. Should the enemy cross Pearl River, I will oppose 
his advance, and, unless you forbid it, order General Bragg to join me 
to give battle. Prisoners all say that Mobile is to be attacked. I will 
re-enforce the garrison if necessary, not expecting Sherman to move 
through Mississippi at present. He must repair railroads first, and our 
cavalry can break them behind him. In the mean time I will try to 
restore discipline. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


RICHMOND, VA., July 21, 1863. 
General JosEPH KE. JoHNSTON, Near Morton, Miss.: 
Return to me the cipher dispatch of 18th, to enable me to learn why 
my cipher dispatches to you are illegible. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


, 


CAMP NEAR MorTon, Miss., July 22, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 


As it is of the highest importance that you should have the best intel 
ligence of the condition of military affairs in Mississippi, I have desired 
Brigadier-General [W.8.] Featherston to go to Richmond to give you 
information, which he, an eminent Mississippian and distinguished sol- 
dier, can communicate better than any other officer of this army. In 
selecting General Featherston for this service. | have been influenced as 
much by my belief of your high opinion of him as by my own. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. EK. JOHNSTON, 
General. 
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Morton, MIss., July 23 [22 2], 1863. 

His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

Two divisions of the enemy drove our cavalry through Brandon and 
returned to Jackson next day. Scouts report railroad bridges destroyed 

_ by them. Prisoners say that they will attack Mobile next. A paroled 
‘prisoner reports to Col. Wirt Adams that a garrison of one corps was 
left in Jackson, the rest going to Vicksburg. Large quantities of arti! 
lery ammunition are being sent from Vicksburg. Said in the army 
that they are to move via Memphis and Mobile and Ohio road. Deser- 
tions continue, especially of Mississippians. 1 shall visit Mobile in a 
day or two, Lieutenant-General Hardee being here. 
J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


NEAR Moron, Miss., July 24, 1863. 


His Excellency the PRESIDENT: ’ 


Brigadier-General [G. B.] Cosby reports that the enemy’s rear guard 
left Jackson yesterday, [moving] toward Vicksburg, and that Col. Tom 
[H.} Taylor met General Sherman at Edwards Depot, and was told by 
him that his troops would not stay a day in Vicksburg, but instantly 
move up the river. Does this indicate re-enforcing Meade? A deserter 
said yesterday that these troops expect to go to Richmond. 

J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


- 
ee e 


* MorTON, MIss., August 8, 1863. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: JI. Your letter of July 15 was handed to me in Mo- 
bile on the 28th by Colonel [Frank] Schaller. The want of papers. to 
which it was necessary to refer has prevented me from replying sooner. 

Ii. I respectfully ask Your Excellency to reconsider the several alle- 
gations of your letter, and especially to consider whether my misappre- 
hension of the order sending me to Mississippi (my having regarded my 
assignment to the immediate command in that department as giving 
me a new position and limiting my authority, an opinion which had no 
practical results, which affected in no way the exercise of my military 
functions, and which had been removed before you noticed it) was a 
serious military offense. It affected my military course in no way, be- 
cause, while commanding on the spot in Mississippi, I could not direct 
General Bragg’s operations in Tennessee, and because I felt that the 
question of ordering more troops from Bragg—one of great magnitude, 
involving at least the temporary loss of Tennessee or Mississippi—ought 
to be decided by the Government and not by me. This opinion was ex- 
pressed in my dispatch to the Secretary of War of June 12, in these 
words: 

- To take trom Bragg a force which would make this army fit to oppose Grant, would 
involve yielding Tennessee. It is for the Government to decide between this State 
and Tennessee. 


The idea was thus repeated on the 15th: 


Nor is it for'me to judge which it is best to hold—Mississippi or Tennessee ; that is 
for the Government to determine. Without some great blunder by the enemy we 


cannot hold both. 


*This letter not transmitted by President Davis (see his message to House of Rep- 
resentatives, p. 189), but transmitted by Secretary of War, June 11, 1864 (see p. 237). 
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Had I received a copy of your orders of May 22, directing General 
Bragg to send troops from his army to Mississippi, my error would have 
been corrected then, but it was not sent to me, and I have its evidence 
for the first time in your letter. The dispatch of the Secretary of War, 
June 8, received on the 10th, removed my misapprehension. 

III. In regard to the repetition and persistence which you impute to 
me in the first sentence of your letter, Il cannot feel that my three brief 
telegrams, dictated by the respect due from me to you, deserved to be so 
characterized ; the first and second being replies to direct questions in 
yours of the 15th and 17th, and the third, in reply to yours of June 30, 
an attempt to say more clearly what had been carelessly expressed in 
the first. They are so brief as to require scarcely more than a minute 
for reading, and are respectful in thought and language. You subse- 
quently characterized my misunderstanding the order sending me to 
Mississippi aS a grave error. This error of mine, which was removed 
by the dispatch from the War Department dated June 8, and which 
had no effect on my military course, does not seem to me, I must con- 
fess, a grave one. 

IV. In the seventh paragraph of your letter you write: 

While at Tullahoma you did not hesitate to order troops from General Pemberton’s 
army; and, learning that you had ordered the division of cavalry from Northern 


Mississippito Tennessee, I telegraphed you that this order left Mississippi exposed to 
cavalry raids without means of checking them. You did not change your orders, &c. 


The only order I gave sending cavalry from Mississippi to Tennessee 
was early in January, when | was at Jackson, not Tullahoma. I can 
find but one telegram received from you on the subject. It is dated 
April 30, and in these words: 

General Pemberton telegraphs that unless he has more cavalry the approaches to 


Northern Mississippi are almost unprotected, and that he cannot prevent the cavalry 
raids. ; 


My reply is of the same date: 


About 3,000 of General Bragg’s cavalry beyond the Tennessee are employing about 
12,000 Federal troops from Mississippi. General Pemberton has been so informed 
twice. 


The main body of the cavalry of Mississippi was near Grenada in 
January, unorganized and unemployed, and from the condition of the 
country it was supposed by the officers and intelligent citizens whom I 
consulted, including the Governor, that it would be useless in the State 
until late in the spring. Grant had fallen back toward Memphis, and 
Sherman and MeClernand had been repulsed at Vicksburg, but Bragg’s 
army had been terribly reduced by the engagements near Murfreesbor- 
ough. I therefore directed Major-General Van Dorn to form about two- 
thirds of the cavalry near Grenada into a division and to join General 


Bragg with it. These troops were transferred from a country in which’ 


they could not operate and a department not threatened, and in which the 
enemy had just been repulsed, to one in which they were greatly needed, 
where we had just suffered a reverse and were in danger of another. 
These troops and their gallant leader rendered very important services 
in Tennessee. They had several engagements with the enemy to the 
advantage and honor of our arms. Without them we could not have 
held the country which till the latter part of June furnished food for 
Bragg’s army. More than two weeks before Your Excellency’s dispatch 
of April 30, a brigade of cavalry was sent across the Tennessee to aid in 
the protection of Mississippi, and reports of large re-enforcements to the 
garrison of Corinth being received, Brigadier-General Forrest was sent 
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with another on April 23. These two brigades constituted the force re- 
ferred to in my dispatch of April 30. As soon as the falling back of the 
Federal Army made it practicable, Colonel [P. D.] Roddey was trans- 
ferred to Mississippi with about two-thirds of the joint force. 

In Paragraph XII you quote the dispatch of the War Department to 
me of June 5 as follows: 

I regret inability to promise more troops, as we have drained resources even to the 


danger of several points. You know best concerning General Bragg’s army, bat I fear 
to withdraw more: We are too far outnumbered in Virginia to spare any, &c. 


‘The dispatch sent to me reads thus: 


Iregret inability to promise more troops. Drained resources to the danger of several 
points. You know best concerning General Bragg’s army, but I fear to withdraw more. 
We are too far outnumbered in it to spare any. You must rely on what you have and 
the irregular forces Mississippi can afford, &c. 


This is one of the dispatches which gave me the impression that the 
Executive wished no more troops withdrawn from Tennessee. 

VY. I did not draw from that telegram the inference which you express 
in the next paragraph, but understood the words, “ You know best con- 
cerning General Bragg’s army,” to refer to the acquaintance with mili- 
tary affairs in Middle Tennessee which I might be supposed to have 
acquired. 

VI. In Paragraph XVII Your Excellency charges me with the aban- 
donment of my duties as commanding general of a geographical district. 
I respectfully deny the commission of such a military crime. During 
the month ending June 10, in which I believed myself commanding only 
the Department of Mississippi, it was not possible for me to direct opera- 
tions in Tennessee also. It is true that I might have drawn troops from 
it to Mississippi; but my opinion on that subject was expressed to the 
War Department in my dispatches of June 12 and 15, as follows: 

To take from Bragg a force which would make this army fit to oppose Grant, would 
involve yielding Tennessee. It is for the Government to decide between this State 
and Tenuessee. Nor is it for me to judge which it is best to hold—Mississippi or Ten- 


nessee; that is for the Government to determine. Without some great blunder by the 
enemy we cannot hold both. 


In Paragraph XX you write: 


This was in deference to your own opinion that Bragg could not be safely weakened ; 
nay, that he ought even to be re-enforced at Pemberton’s expense; for you had just 
ordered troops from Pemberton’s command to re-enforce Bragg. 


The time alluded to seems to be May 9, as your reference is to the 
order of that date. The United States Army had then crossed the Mis- 
sissippi and defeated a large detachment of ours. To have “ordered 
troops from Pemberton’s command to re-enforce Bragg” at that time 
would have been evidence of the grossest incapacity. Your Excellency 
will therefore pardon me, I am sure, for denying the existence of such 
evidence. I have ordered troops from Mississippi to Tennessee but twice. 
On both occasions the condition of affairs was very different from that 
existing at the time referred to. The first order was that given to the 
cavalry early in January. It was explained in Paragraph IV. The 
second was given about April 13, when Lieutenant-General Pemberton 
informed me that Grant had abandoned operations against Vicksburg 
and was moving his army up the river—he supposed to join Rosecrans. 
He had no enemy before him. Vicksburg was no longer threatened. 
Bragg, on the other hand, could not fully cover the country which fed 
his troops. I therefore directed a force equal to that sent from Bragg 
to Pemberton in December last, under your instructions, to be sent from 
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Mississippi to Tennessee, intending, should Lieutenant-General Pem- 
berton’s surmise prove correct, to continue to draw troops from his army. 
But in a few days Lieutenant-General Pemberton reported the United. 
States Army returning, and the troops on the way to Bragg (none of 
which had arrived) were ordered back. This was about April 19, when 
the Federal Army was on the Mississippi in transports, or on the west 
side of the river, and Pemberton’s condition far less unfavorable than 
it was at the time to which you refer, when the enemy had crossed the 
river and driven back his advanced troops. ai 

In Paragraph XXX1I, in explaining your orders to General Bragg of 
May 22, you say: 

I knew from your own orders that you thought it more advisable to draw troops 
from Mississippi to re-enforce Bragg than to send troops from the latter to Pemberton. 


I have transferred but two bodies of troops from Mississippi te Ten- 
nessee—the first a division of cavalry, the other a division of infantry ; 
the first in January, when McClernand and Sherman had abandoned 
their siege of Vicksburg and Bragg had not begun to recover from the 
effects of the battle of Murfreesborough ; the second on April 13, when 
Grant’s army had abandoned Vicksburg. I respectfully submit to Your 
Excellency that these orders do not prove that ata subsequent period— 
when the relative condition of the two armies was entirely changed, 
when Pemberton was most threatened, a powerful army having forced 
the passage of the Mississippi and beaten back his advanced troops— 
I thought it “‘ more advisable to draw troops from Mississippi to re-en- 
force Bragg than to send troops:from the latter to Pemberton.” But 
my sending back the division of infantry, employing a division of Bragg’s 
cavalry to aid Pemberton in April, transferring a large brigade of cav- 
alry into Mississippi on May 5, and applying for re-enforcements for 
Pemberton on the 7th, suggesting that the withdrawal of Foster’s 
troops might enable Beauregard to furnish them, prove the contrary. 

In Paragraph XXI Your Excellency refers to the constant desire 
shown in my correspondence, beginning early in January, that you 
should change the order placing Tennessee and Mississippi in one com- 
mand under my direction. That desire was founded on the belief that 
the arrangement was not in accordance with military principles, which 
require that every army should have its own general, and especially that 
two armies far apart, having different objects and opposed to enemies 
having different objects, should not be under one general. I thought 
these armies too far apart to re-enforce each other on emergencies. Ex- 
perience has confirmed that opinion. I thought, however, the troops in 
Arkansas should co-operate with those of Lieutenant-General Pember- 
ton, for both had the same great object—the defense of the Mississippi 
Valley—and both were opposed to troops having one object—the pos- 
session of the Mississippi—and the main force of these troops was 
operating on this side of the river. 

Permit me to say that, after careful consideration, I can find nothing 
in my three brief telegrams which seems to me to call for the animadver- 
sions in your last paragraph. They were written in answer to dispatches 
of yours; referred to an opinion of mine which had been corrected 
before your attention was called to it, and had no other object, besides 
the duty of repiying to your dispatches, than to prevent your suppos- 
ing that the opinion concerning which you questioned me was entirely 
unfounded ; but whether well founded or unfounded, that opinion was 
a thing of the past when first brought to your notice, and therefore I 
cannot feel that the having once entertained it is a military offense, or 
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that the manner in which I attempted to extenuate my misapprehension 
of the honorable Secretary’s telegram of May 9 makes me obnoxious 
to the imputations of your letter, especially those of the concluding par- 
agraph. 
Mosi respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


P. S.—This letter was prepared at the time of its date, to be trans- 
mitted by an officer then going to Richmond. I have just discovered 
that he did not take it. 

[Inclosure.] 


CORRESPONDENCE OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR WITH GENERAL J. E. JOHNSTON AND 
THE ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL.* 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 8, 1864. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


Str: I have the honor to transmit copies of the orders given to, and 
correspondence with, General Joseph EH. Johnston during the months of 
May, June, and July, 1863, concerning his command and the operations 
in his department, by this Department, as called for by a resolution of 
the House of Representatives adopted on December 11 last. Copies of 
the order assigning General Johnston to command and of those consti- 
tuting General Bragg’s a separate department (with the accompanying 
correspondence) are also sent in further elucidation of the subject. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
[Sub-Inclosures. ] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 275. Richmond, Va., November 24, 1862. 


* * * * * * % 


III. General J. E. Johnston, C. 8S. Army, is hereby assigned to the 
following geographical command, to wit: Commencing with the Blue 
Ridge range of mountains running through the western part of North 
Carolina, and following the line of said mountains through the northern 
part of Georgia to the railroad south from Chattanooga; thence by that 
road to West Point, and down the west or right bank of the Chatta- 
hoochee River to the boundary of Alabama and Florida, following that 
boundary west to the Choctawhatchee River, and down that river to 
Choctawhatchee Bay (including the waters of that bay) to the Gulf of 
Mexico. All that portion of country west of said line to the Missis- 
sippi River is included in the above command. General Johnston will, 
for the purpose of correspondence and reports, establish his headquar- 
ters at Chattanooga, or such other place as in his judgment will best 
secure facilities for ready communication with the troops within the 
limits of his command, and will repair in person to any part of said com- 
mand whenever his presence may for the time be necessary or desirable. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* Duplicates of dispatches transmitted already printed, pp. 189-212, omitted. 
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TULLAHOMA, TENN., May 1, 1863. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 

General Pemberton reports from Vicksburg to-day a furious battle 
has been going on since daylight. General Bowen, commanding, says 
he is outnumbered terribly. He has about 8,000. Enemy’s army can 
cross at Bruinsburg, below Bayou Pierre. Lieutenant-Colonel [C. R.] 
Barteau, at Allatoona, telegraphs to him 3,000 enemy crossed Talla- 
hatchee at New Albany yesterday. 

General Pemberton calls for heavy re-enforcements. They cannot be 
sent without giving up Tennessee. Can one or two brigades be sent 


from the east ? 
J. KE. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


TULLAHOMA, TENN., May 1, 1863. 
General S. COOPER: 
Reports of our scouts in Kentucky indicate invasion of Hast Ten- 
nessee by a strong force under Burnside. 
Cannot our troops there be re-enforced from Western Virginia or 
elsewhere ? : 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


[Indorsement. ] y 
MAy 2, 1863. 
Telegraph this to General Sam. Jones. Add that if in his power to 
render the aid, he will do so. 
He must exercise his judgment in view of the circumstances of the 
situation and his own forces. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


TULLAHOMA, TENN., May 7, 1863. 
General S. CoOPER: Nate: 
Both General Pemberton and General Maury ask for re-enforcements,; 
and need them greatly. ; 
It is reported that General [John G.] Foster’s troops have left South 
Carolina. 
Cannot General Beauregard and Major-General [Samal Jones spare 
troops to re-enforce Mississippi and East Tennessee? 
J. K. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


TULLAHOMA, TENN., May 7, 1863. 
General 8. COOPER: 


_Thave just received the painful intelligence of the death of the dis. 
tinguished Major-General Van Dorn, which occurred this morning at 
Spring Hill. 


J. E. JOHNSTON. 
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TULLAHOMA, TENN., May 9, 1863. 
General S. CooPErR: 
I earnestly recommend to the War Départment that General Bragg’s 
command be extended over East Tennessee. Itisof great importance. 
J. KE. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., May 9, 1863. 
General JosEPH EH. JOHNSTON, 
Tullahoma, Tenn.: 

Proceed at once to Mississippi and take.chief command of the forces, 
giving to those in the field, as far as practicable, the encouragement and 
benefit of your personal direction. Arrange to take for temporary serv- 
ice with you, or to be followed without delay, 3,000 good troops, who will 
be substituted in General Bragg’s army by a large number of prisoners 
recently returned from the Arkansas Post capture, and reorganized, now 
on their way to General Pemberton. Stop them at the point most con- 
venient to join General Bragg. You will find re enforcements from 
General Beauregard to General Pemberton, and more may be expected. 
Acknowledge receipt. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


TULLAHOMA, TENN., May 9, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 
Your dispatch of this morning received. I shall go immediately, 
although unfit for fie!d service. 
J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., May 12, 1863. 
General JOSEPH KE. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 
In addition to the 5,000 men originally ordered from Charleston, about 
4,000 more will follow. I fear more cannot be spared to you. 
; J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


JACKSON, Miss., May 13, 1863. 
JAMES A. SEDDON: 
I arrived this evening, finding the enemy’s force between this place 
and General Pemberton, cutting off the communication. J am too late. 
J. K. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


CALHOUN STATION, SEVEN MILES SoUTH OF CANTON, 
May 16, 1863—7.30 a, m. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Richmond, Va.: 
Sie: I reported to you by telegraph that I learned, on arriving in 
Jackson on the evening of the 13th, that a Federal army had just placed 
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itself at Clinton, on the railroad to Vicksburg, 10 miles from Jackson. 
The brigades of [John] Gregg and [W. H. T.] Walker had engaged this 
force the day before near Raymond, and arrived in Jackson as I did. 
Brigadier-General Gregg estimates the force which he met, ‘and a part 
of which he encountered, at 25,000. 

On the following morning it was reported that a large body of Fed- 
eral troops had encamped at Raymond the night before, and about 9 
o'clock the pickets on the roads from Clinton and Raymond reported 
the enemy approaching and about 4 miles distant. The opposition of 
our troops delayed the enemy sufficiently to enable the baggage to be 
withdrawn, and about 1.30 o’clock the troops followed; encamping that 
night 64 miles from Jackson, and yesterday here, 104 miles farther. 

A dispatch from Lieutenant-General Pemberton, received yesterday, 
informed me that he would march on the 15th from Edwards Station 
to a poitit 74 miles west of Raymond. 

On. leaving Jackson I was compelled to send orders to the troops 
coming from the east to halt. I have given orders to provide them with 
field transportation, that they may join me to unite with General Pem- 
berton, but wagons and horses must be brought from a distance. The 
force with me is about 6,000. General [S. R.] Gist, commanding the 
halted eastern troops, reported them yesterday morning at 1,500. 

I have no information from General Pemberton except of his move 
to Dillon’s with 17,000 men. 

I learned at Jackson that a brigade holds Port Hudson. I have no 
information of the enemy’s force except that written above. 

My object is to unite all the troops. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. E. JOHNSTON. 
[Indorsement. ] 


Read and returned to the Secretary of War. Do not perceive why a 
junction was not attempted, which would have made our force nearly 
equal in number to the estimated strength of the enemy, and might 
have resulted in his total defeat under circumstances which rendered 
retreat or re-enforcement to him scarcely practicable. 

J. D. [JEFFERSON DAVIS.] 


CALHOUN STATION, Miss., 
May 17, 1863. 
General S. COOPER : 

Tam just moving west to endeavor to join General Pemberton. Brig- 
adier-General [John] Adams has reason to think that his appointment 
was not confirmed. I hope the apprehension is groundless. He is very 
valuable. Please inform me. 

J. EH. JOHNSTON. 


CAMP, BETWEEN LIVINGSTON AND BROWNSVILLE, 
May 18, 1863. 
General S. CooPER, Richmond, Va. : 
[ inclose herewith a copy of a letter received last night from Lieuten- 
ant-General Pemberton. [have just telegraphed to you the informa- 
tion it contains, and added that a Mr. Shelton, of this neighborhood, 
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who says that he left General Pemberton’s headquarters yesterday, wrote 
to me last night that our troops had fallen back to Vicksburg. A gen- 
tleman who said that he was just from Bovina was here at 10.30 last 
night and. made the same statement. I was preparing to join General 
Pemberton personally when this information came. It is now imprac- 
ticable and would be useless. 

I shall endeavor, after collecting all available troops, to hold as much 
of the country as possible. 

Besides the garrison of Port Hudson, the strength of which I do not 
know, there are now about 11,000 infantry in the department; 6,000 or 
7,000 more may soon be expected ; therefore, to make it possible to re- 
lieve Vicksburg, very large re-enforcements will be necessary. I hope 
that the Government will send without delay all that can possibly be 
spared from other points. 

I suppose that General Pembertou’s force before the battle, including 
that in Vicksburg, was near 28,000. He has provisions for sixty days. 
If, as he says, Haynes’ Bluff is untenable, the enemy, using navigation 
of the Yazoo, can soon reduce him by siege. Whatever efforts the Gov- 
ernment may propose to make must, therefore, be carried into imme- 
diate effect. 

Most respectfully, &c., 
J. KE. JOHNSTON, 
General. 
{Sub-Inclosure.] 


HD@QRS. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Bovina, Miss., May 17, 1863. 
General JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON, 
Calhoun, Miss. : 


GENERAL: I notified you, on the morning of the 14th, of the receipt 
of your instructions to move and attack the enemy toward Clinton. I 
deemed the movement very hazardous, preferring to remain in position 
behind the Big Black and near to Vicksburg. I called a council of war, 
composed of all the general officers who were then with my movable 
army, and placing the subject before them (including your instructions) 
in every view in which it appeared to me, asked their opinions respect- 
ively. A majority of the officers expressed themselves favorable to the 
movement indicated by you. The others, including Major Generals 
Loring and Stevenson, preferred a movement by which this army might 
endeavor to cut off the enemy’s supplies from the Mississippi My own 
views were expressed as unfavorable to any movement which would re- 
move me from my base, which was and is Vicksburg. | did not see fit, 
however, to place my own judgments and opinions so far in opposition 
as to prevent the movement altogether; but believing the only pessi- 
bility of success to be in the plan proposed, by cutting off the enemy’s 
supplies, I directed all my disposable force (say 17,500) toward Ray- 
mond or Dillon’s, encamping the night of the 15th at Mrs. Hilison’s, on 
the main Raymond and Edwards Depot road, at a fork from which I 
could advance either to Raymond or Dillon’s. 

About 7 a. m. on the 16th, the enemy advanced his skirmishers at 
several points. Our line of battle was quickly formed and the position 
a strongone. Heavy demonstrations were made on our right, left, and 
center. Gradually, however, theenemy developed himselfin great force 
against our left, under General Stevenson, re-enforced after some time 
by Bowen’s division and subsequently by two brigades of Loring’s. The 
enemy was repeatedly driven back, but constantly throwing in fresh 
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troops from his heavy re-enforcements, we were about 5 p.m. compelled | 


to withdraw. This was done by the ford over Baker’s Creek (at which 
a temporary bridge had been laid), crossing the middle Raymond road. 

Our loss was heavy. We have lost eleven pieces of artillery, and 
although every arrangement was made to secure the retreat of all our 
troops, General Loring’s division, which was comparatively fresh, and 
which covered the approach. to the ford, has not yet crossed the Big 
Black. Iam unable to account for his absence, as I know of no cause 
sufficient to have prevented his following the divisions of Bowen and 
Stevenson, neither of whom lost a man on the retreat. 

I am unable to give further particulars at present. I-commanded in 
person. JI am for the present holding the Big Black Bridge, where a 
heavy cannonading isnow going on. There are somany points by which 
I can be flanked that I fear I shall be compelled to withdraw. If so, 
the position at Snyder’s Mill will also be untenable. General Tilghman 
was killed yesterday. 1 have about sixty days’ rations in Vicksburg 
and at Snyder’s. 

I respectfully await your instructions. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—I regret to say that some of Stevenson’s troops behaved very 
badly. 


CAMP, BETWEEN LIVINGSTON AND BROWNSVILLE, 
Via Jackson and Montgomery, May 18, [1863.| 
General S. COOPER: 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton was attacked by the enemy on the 
morning of the 16th near Edwards Depot, and after nine hours’ fight- 
ing was compelled to fall back behind Big Black. Mr. Shelton, of this 
neighborhood, wrote last night that he was just from Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Pemberton’s headquarters, and that the army was falling back to 
Vicksburg. Mr. Robinson, just from Bovina last night, made the same 
report. ‘here are two months’ provisions in Vicksburg. It must ulti- 
mately fall unless we can assemble an army to relieve. Ican gather in 
a few days 11,000, besides a garrison at Port Hudson. Send us [R. H.] 
Anderson’s cavalry regiment from the Isle of Hope, Ga. We need it 
greatly. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., May 19, 1863. 
General JOSEPH HE. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 
The following dispatch just received from General Bragg: 


SHELBYVILLE, TENN., May 18, [1863.] 


A brigade of cavalry from Northern Alabama moved to Mississippi 
Another division is ordered to-day. mgs NER oh OS 


BRAXTON BRAGG. 


J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


“ 
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* WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., May 23, 1863. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Commanding, &e. ; 

DEAR Sir: I have no official communications or instructions to send 
you, but cannot omit the opportunity afforded by a courier going to you, 
to offer the encouragement of my full confidence and best wishes in the 
trying cireumstances.in which you are placed. 

I regretted deeply, when I received the telegram announcing your 
arrival at Jackson, that you had not been ordered to that vital field of 
operations at an earlier period, but I could not think or feel that you 
were too late. Indeed, events since have made your presence of even 
greater moment than I had anticipated, and now, to retrieve our grave 
disasters, and save, if practicable, the all-important command of the Mis- 
Sissippi River, is felt to be dependent on the presence and inspiration 
of your military genius. 

All aids and facilities in the power of the Department to render you 
will be promptly and heartily given, but they are felt to be far less 
adequate than we would gladly furnish. Guns and artillery have been 
forwarded from the nearest points we could find them, and, in addition 
to the 10,000 men previously ordered from Charleston, since your de. 
parture General Bragg, under suggestions from the President, has for- 
warded you 2,500 cavalry and 6,000 infantry. Unfortunately these lat- 
ter re-enforcements may not reach you in time for the decisive struggle, 
but such despondent anticipations will not be entertained. I am alto- 
gether too remote and too uninformed as to your own resources and 
forces or those of the enemy, even if I had the requisite military ex- 
perience or knowledge, to venture on instructions, or even counsel, as 
to your operations. [can only assure you of my full appreciation and 
confidence, and cheer myself under the darkening aspect of our late 
reverses by unabated reliance on your zeal, fertility of resource, and 
generalship. 

I venture, with diffidence, only one suggestion, and that not strictly 
applicable to your own field of operations.t It is, that should oppor- 
tunity of communication with General Hoimes or General Price occur, 
it might be well to urge they should make diversions for you, or, in 
case of the fall of Vicksburg, secure a great future advantage to the 
Confederacy by the attack on and seizure of Helena, while all availa- 
ble forces of the enemy are being pushed to Grant’s aid. Had I com- 
mand of communication, this suggestion would be directly addressed 
and pressed by the Department. Its policy is so apparent that it is 
hoped it will be voluntarily embraced and executed. 

With my best wishes, most cordially, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


JACKSON, Miss., May 25, 1863. 
General S. CooPER : 
It is important that I should know what troops to expect. Please in- 


form me and have them urged on; they come too slowly. 
J. EK. JOHNSTON. 
* This letter was not transmitted to the Confederate Congress. _ ; 
+ An extract embracing all that follows was transmitted to E. Kirby Smith. See 
Series I, Vol. XXII, Part I, p. 407. 
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* JAcKSON, Miss., May 25, 1863. 
General 8S. CoopER, Richmond: 
Of the 10,000 men promised from Carolina and Georgia, but 6,500 
have arrived. Do urge them forward. 
J. BE. JOHNSTON... 


Ricumonp, VA., May 25, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss : 

General Bragg telegraphs the President, the 23d, thathe sent with 
you 3,500, three battalions of artillery, and 2,000 cavalry, and will dis- 
patch 6,000 more immediately. No troops have been ordered from this 
quarter except about 7,000 from General Beauregard’s command, which 
it is presumed have already joined you. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CanToN, Miss., May 26, 1863. 
General S. COOPER: 

Please remind the President that in my dispatch of the 21st I stated 
that two major-generals would be required in Mississippi. Let me urge 
immediate action. Could not Brigadier-General [Joseph R.] Davis’ bri- 
gade be sent? : 

J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., May 27, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: Brig. Gen. G. J. Rains, having been detailed for duty in 
connection with torpedoes and sub-terra shells, has been ordered to re- 
port to you. The President has confidence in his inventions, and is 
desirous that they should be employed both on land and river, if oppor- 
tunity offers, at Vicksburg and its vicinity. Should communications 
allow, you are desired to send him there; but if otherwise, to employ 
‘ him in his devices against the enemy where most assailable in that way 
elsewhere. All reasonable facilities and aid in his supply of men or 
material for the fair trial of his torpedoes and shells are requested on 
your part. Such means of offense against the enemy are approved and 
recognized by the Department as legitimate weapons of warfare. 

With high esteem, very truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


JACKSON, Miss., May 27, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War, Richmond Va. : 
Str: Saturday night, May 9, I received at Tullahoma your order, by 
telegraphic dispatch, to proceed to Mississippi and take immediate com- 
mand of the army. I started the next morning. At Lake Station I re- 


* This letter not transmitted to the Confederate Congress. 
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ceived a dispatch from Lieutenant-General Pemberton, directed to Tul- 

lahoma, asking for re-enforcements, as the enemy in large force was mov. 

ing easterly from the Mississippi south of the Big Black, and stating 

el Edwards Depot, their probable destination, would be the battle- 
eld. 

I arrived in Jackson on Wednesday evening, May 13, and learned 
from Brigadier.General Gregg, who had just arrived, that he had about 
5,000 men; also that Sherman’s corps (four divisions) occupied Clinton. 
Immediately I dispatched written messages by couriers to Lieutenant- 
General Pemberton, informing him of my arrival and of the occupation 
of Clinton by Sherman’s corps—four divisions, as I had been informed. 
I urged the importance of re-establishing communication, that he might 
be re-enforced ; ordered that he should, if practicable, come upon the 
enemy’s rear at once with all the strength he could quickly assemble, 
informing him that we could co-operate in such an attack. 

On Thursday, May 14, after all preparations had been completed, and 
orders to Brigadier-Generals Gist and [S. B.| Maxey for the security of 
their commands had been given, I evacuated Jackson about noon (2 
p. m.), being obliged to take the Canton road, at right angles to that 
upon which the enemy approached. That evening, from our camp about 
6 miles from Jackson, I sent dispatch to Lieutenant-General Pemberton, 
informing him that General Gregg and his command had been com- 
pelled to evacuate Jackson, and of the direction taken; that Brigadier- 
General Gist had been ordered to assemble the approaching troops at 
a point 40 or 50 miles from Jackson, and Brigadier-General Maxey to 
return to his wagons and advised to join Brigadier-General Gist; ex- 
pressed the hope that this force would be able to prevent the enemy in 
Jackson from drawing provisions from the east, and that Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Gregg’s force would be able to keep him from the country toward 
Panola; inquired if the enemy could not be cut off from his supplies 
from the Mississippi, and, above all, should the enemy from want of sup- 
plies be compelled to fall back, could he (General Pemberton) not beat 
him. I strongly urged concentration of troops. 

On Friday morning, May 15, I received a dispatch from Lieutenant- 
ant-General Pemberton, dated 5.40 p. m., Edwards Depot, May 14, stat- 
ing that he would move early next morning with a column of 17,000 men 
to Dillon’s (situated on the main road leading from Raymond to Port 
Gibson, 74 miles below Raymond and 93 miles from Edwards Depot), to 
cut enemy’s communications and force the enemy to attack him, as 
he did not consider his force sufficient to justify his attacking the enemy 
in position or cutting his way to Jackson. This dispatch was brought 
by Captain [William S.] Yerger, who bore the dispatch of the 13th in- 
stant to General Pemberton. I immediately acknowledged receipt of 
the above dispatch, and answered General Pemberton that our movement 
to the north rendered his plan of junction by Raymond impracticable, 
and ordered him to move so as to effect a junction, and to communicate 
with me, so that I might unite to his force about 6,000 men. The copy 
of this dispatch (sent from a point on the Jackson and Canton road about 
10 miles from Jackson) was mislaid, and at present cannot be found. 

On Saturday, May 16, at Calhoun Station, I received a dispatch from 
Lieutenant-General Pemberton, dated 9.10 a. m., Bovina, May 14, stat- 
ing that he moves at once from Edwards Depot with his whole available 
force, explaining disposition of his troops, and closing dispatch by stat- 
ing that he at once complies with my order. This dispatch I received 
in the afternoon, having waited here all day to be advised by General 
Pemberton of the direction of. his movements. 
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In the evening of the same day I received a dispatch from General 
Pemberton, dated 8 a. m., 4 miles south of Edwards, May 16, acknowl- 
edging receipt of my letter written from the Canton road, stating that 
he received it at 6.30 o’clock that morning; that it found the army in 
the middle road to Raymond; that he had issued the order of counter- 
march ; that owing to destruction of bridge on Baker’s Creek his march 
would be on the road from Edwards Depot in the direction of Browns- 
ville; that in going to Clinton he would leave Bolton Depot to the 
right. In a postscript he reported heavy skirmishing then going on in 
his front. 

On Sunday, May 17, I marched 15 miles in the direction indicated in 
General Pemberton’s note, and on that evening Captain [Thomas] Hen- 
derson brought me a letter from General Pemberton, dated Bovina, 
May 17, giving me intelligence of his being compelled on the 16th in- 
stant, after engaging the enemy, to withdraw with heavy loss to Big 
Black Bridge. A copy of this letter I forwarded that night to General 
Cooper. 

General Pemberton expressed fears that he would be compelled to 
fall back from Big Black Bridge, and, if so, he represented that the 
position at Snyder’s Mill would also be untenable. 

During the night I received information that General Pemberton had 
fallen back to Vicksburg. I then determined by easy marches to estab- 
lish my line between Jackson and Canton, as the junction of the two 
commands had become impossible. During that night, after having re- 
ceived the above information, I sent a dispatch to General Pemberton 
that, ‘if Haynes’ Bluff be untenable, Vicksburg is of no value and 
cannot be held ; evacuate the place, if not rendered too late by invest- 
ment to save the troops.” 

On Monday, the 18th instant, near Vernon, I received a letter from 
General Pemberton, dated Vicksburg, May 17, informing me that he 
had fallen back to the line of intrenchments around Vicksburg, having 
been attacked and forced back from Big Black Bridge. Also that he 
had ordered the abandonment of Snyder’s Mill. 

On the 19th instant, I received a letter from General Pemberton, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of my communication in reply to his, brought 
by Captain Henderson, and stating that he assembled a council of war 
of the general officers of his command, who unanimously expressed the 
opinion upon my instructions that it was impossible to withdraw the 
army from Vicksburg with such morale and material as to be of fur- 
ther service to the Confederacy. 

On the 19th instant, I sent orders by telegraphic dispatches and by 
couriers to Major-General Gardner to evacuate Port Hudson. 

On the 20th and 21st instant, the brigades of Generals Gist, Ector, 
and MeNair joined my command. The last troops of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Evans’ brigade arrived on the day before yesterday. Major-Gen- 
eral Loring, with his command, arrived here about the 19th instant, 
and Brigadier-General Maxey’s brigade on the 23d instant. 

The troops above mentioned, with General Breckinridge’s division, 
of General Bragg’s army, will make a forve of about 23,000 effective 
men, Grant’s army is estimated at 60,000 or 80,000 men, and-his troops 
are worth double the number of Northeastern troops. We cannot re- 
lieve General Pemberton except by defeating Grant, who is believed 
to be fortifying. We must make the attempt with such a force as the 
Government can furnish for the object; unless more may be expected, 
the attempt must be made with the force now here and that coming. 
if possible, however, additional troops should be sent to make up an 
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army of at least 30,000 men—infantry. Even that force would be small 
for the object. An army of 23,000 men for offensive operations against 
Grant seems to me too small, considering his large force. We need very 
much good general officers. f : 

I find it necessary to organize an army, and to provide for it sub- 
Sistence, ammunition, and means of transportation. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
J. K. JOHNSTON. 
General. 


JACKSON, MIss., May 28, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 

I respectfully ask that Surg. D. W. Yandell, medical director Hardee’s 
corps, be assigned as medical director of my command. He is now on. 
duty with me. Be.pleased to answer by telegraph. 

J. H. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., May 30, 1863. 


General JOSEPH EK. JOHNSTON, Jackson, Miss: 


Surg. D. W. Yandell will be assigned as you desire. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


JACKSON, Miss., June 2, 1863. 
(Received Jtine 4.) 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 

Your letter of the 25th and a telegram from the President show 
that you are misinformed as to the force at my disposal. The effective 
force, infantry and artillery, is: From Lieutenant-General Pemberton, 
-9,831; from General Bragg, 7,939; from General Beauregard, 6,283 ; 
total, 24.055, Brigadier-General [W. H.] Jackson’s cavalry (not arrived), 
and irregular troops protecting northern and southern frontiers not 
included. 

Grant is receiving continual accessions. Tell me if it is your inten- 
tion to make up the number you gave the President as my force, or if 
I may expect more troops. With the present force we cannot succeed 
without great blunders by the enemy. Lach portion of this dispatch 
in cipher is independent of the preceding. 

J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., June 3, 1863. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, Jackson, Miss. : 

I am concerned at your telegram to the President as to the number 
of your forces. I had reported them to him as rather more than 30,000, 
thus made up: 3,500 taken with you; 10,000 sent from Charleston ; 
2,500 cavalry, and 6,000 infantry from General Bragg; 4,000 at least, 
ander [J.] Gregg, at Jackson on your arrival; 6,000 under Loring. In 
addition, [ suggested you might have a brigade or so from Port Hudson. 
Where was the mistake on my part? 
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I feel. intense anxiety as to your plans, and should be gratified to 
learn them as far as you deem safe to inform me. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CANTON, MIss., June 4, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, : 
Secretary of War: 
Your dispatch of yesterday received. By [The] mistake on your part 
is, that all your numbers are too large; in reference to Beauregard nearly 
as ten to six. The troops you mentioned, including Jackson’s, just ar- 
rived, are less than 5,600.* My only plan is to relieve Vicksburg. My 
force is far too-small for the purpose; tell me if you can increase it, and 
how much. Grant is receiving re-enforcements. Port Hudson is closely 
invested. The great object of the enemy for this campaign is to acquire 
possession of the Mississippi. Can you collect here a force sufficient to 
defeat the object ? 
J. HE. JOHNSTON. 


RicuHmonD, VA., June 5, 1863. 
General JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON: 


The mistake was not mine, as I rested on official reports of numbers 
sent. I regret inability to promise more troops, as we have drained re- 
sources even to the danger of several points. You know best concerning 
General Bragg’s army, but I fear to withdraw more. We are too far 
outnumbered in Virginia to spare any. You must rely on what you 
have and the irregular forces Mississippi can afford. Your judgment 
and skill are fully relied on, but I venture the suggestion that to relieve 
Vicksburg speedy action is essential. With the facilities and resources 
of the enemy time works against us. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


io CANTON, MISsSs., June 5, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

DEAR Sir: | thank you cordially for your kind letter of May 25 [23], 
but almost regret that you feel such confidence in me as is expressed in 
it. From the present condition of affairs, I fear that confidence dooms 
you to disappointment. Every day gives some new intelligence of the 
enemy’s strength—of re-enforcements on the way tohim. My first inten- 
tion on learning that Lieutenant-General Pemberton was in Vicksburg 
was to form an army to succor him. -I suppose, from my telegraphic 
correspondence with the Government, that all the troops to be hoped for 
have arrived. Our resources seem so small, and those of the enemy so 
great, that the relief of Vicksburg is beginning to appear impossible to 
me. Pemberton will undoubtedly make a gallant and obstinate defense, 
and hold out as long as he can make resistance; but unless we assem- 
ble a force strong enough to break Grant’s line of investment, the sur- 
render of the place will be a mere question of time. General Grant is. 
receiving re-enforcements almost daily. His force, according to the best 
information to be had, is more than treble that which I command. Our- 


*In General Johnston’s ‘‘Letters-sent” book, this appears as 26,000; it is b 
in dispatch received by Mr. Seddon. RE RE) aie alent 
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scouts say, too, that he has constructed lines of cireumvallation and has 
blocked up all roads leading to his position. The enterprise of forcing 
the enemy’s lines would be a difficult one to a force double that at my 
disposal. If you are unable to increase that force decidedly, I must try 
to accomplish something in aid of the besieged garrison; and yet, when 
considering it, it seems to me desperate. 

Your suggestion to General Kirby Smith was promptly dispatched to 
him. I have no doubt that the time is favorable for attacking Helena. 

In replying by telegraph to your letter and telegrams, I have said 
that if you can increase this army it should be done. If you cannot, 
nothing is left for us but to struggle manfully with such means as the 
Government can furnish. 

I beg you to consider in connection with affairs in this department that 
I have had not only to organize, but to provide means of transportation 
and supplies of all sorts for an army. Theartillery is not yet equipped. 
All of Lieutenant-General Pemberton’s supplies were, of course, with 
his troops about Vicksburg and Port Hudson. I found myself, there- 
fore, without subsistence, stores, ammunition, or the means of conveying 
those indispensables. It has proved more difficult to collect wagons and 
provisions than I expected. We have not yet the means of operating 
for more than four days away from the railroads. That to Vicksburg is 
destroyed. We draw our provisions from the northern part of the State. 
The protection of that country employs about 2,500 irregular cavalry. 
It is much too small. I am endeavoring to increase it by calling for 
- volunteers, but am by no means sanguine as to the result. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


CANTON, Miss., June 5, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 
Grant still receives re-enforcements. Scouts near Friar’s Point re- 
port 8 boats, loaded with troops, passed down Monday and Tuesday. 


Twelve empty transports passed up. . 
Bd, J. E. JOHNSTON. 


CANTON, MIss., June 5, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 
Brigadier-General [J. W.] Whitfield, who was ordered to report to me 
when I was in Tennessee, but conld not, has just done so. What is 
your intention in regard to him? Iam informed that it will be very 


unfortunate for him to command the brigade to which he has belonged. 
J. K. JOHNSTON. 


CANTON, June 6, 1863. 
General S. COOPER: a 
The following is just received from Capt. Thomas Henderson, of scout 


service : 
PaNoLa, Miss., June 6, 1863. 


Scout Wilson reports, 11 o’clock yesterday, since Sunday seventeen transports with 
troops gone down the river from Memphis. All came from railroad. Grant orders 
all forces possible sent him. Eight thousand wounded arrived and large arrange- 


ments made for more. THOS, HENDERGON 
J. EH. JOHNSTON, 
15 B R—VOL XXIV, PII 
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RICHMOND, VA., June 8, 1863. 
General JOSEPH KH. JOHNSTON, 
Oanton, Miss : 

General Whitfield was believed to be peculiarly acceptable to his | 
brigade. What is the objection? Do youadvise more re-enforcements 
from General Bragg? You, as commandant of the department, have 
power so to order, if you, in view of the whole case, so determine. 
We cannot send from Virginia or elsewhere, for we stand already not 


one to two. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CANTON, Miss., June 9, 1863. 
V1A MONTGOMERY, [June] 10. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 
Your dispatch of yesterday in cipher was received, but cannot be 


read. Please repeat it. 
J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, MIss., June 10, 1863. 
(Received June 13.) 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 


Your dispatch of June 8, in cipher, received. You do not give orders: 
in regard to the recently appointed general officers. Please do it. I 
have not at my [disposal] half the number of troops necessary. It is 
for the Government to determine what department, if any, can furnish 
the re-enforcements required. I cannot know here General Bragg’s 
wants compared with mine. The Government can make such compari- 
sons. Your dispatch is imperfectly deciphered. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, Miss., June 12, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 


Your dispatch of the 8th imperfectly deciphered and partially answered 
on the 10th. I have not considered, myself commanding in Tennessee 
since assignment here, and should not have felt authorized to take 
troops from that department after having been informed by the Bxec- 
utive that no more could be spared. To take from Bragg a force which 
would make this army fit to oppose Grant, would involve yielding Ten- 
nessee. It is for the Government to decide between this State and 
Tennessee. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


CAMDEN, MIss., June 13, 1863. 
General. 8S. COOPER: 

Scout at Friar’s Point on the 9th instant reports nine transports full 
of infantry and artillery went down the river since Sunday ; force sup- 
posed to be about 13,000. In addition to the above, same scout reports 
fourteen more transports crowded with infantry and artillery went down 
the river on the 10th instant. 

J. HE, JOHNSTON, 
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JACKSON, MIss., June 15, 1863. 
Hon. JAmEs A. SEDDON: 

Your repeated dispatch of the 8th is deciphered. I cannot advise in 
regard to the points from which troops can best be taken, having no 
means of knowing, nor is it for me to judge which it is best to hold— 
Mississippi or Tennessee; that is for the Government to determine. 
Without some great blunder of the enemy we cannot hold both. The | 
odds against me are much greater than those you express. I consider 
saving Vicksburg hopeless. 

J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
Richmond, Va., June 16, 1863. 

General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON: : 
Your telegram grieves and alarms me. Vicksburg must not be lost 
without a desperate struggle. The interest and honor of the Confederacy 
forbid it. I rely on you still to avert the loss. If better resources do 
not offer, you must hazard attack. It may be made in concert with the 
garrison, if practicable, but otherwise without, by day or night, as you 


think best. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


JACKSON, MISS., June 16, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

General Bragg informs me that a telegram from Louisville of the 10th 
says that part of the Ninth and Twenty-third Corps have been sent to 
re-enforce Grant. Will not this enable us to invade Kentucky? For 
this, General Bragg’s command should extend over East Tennessee. 

J. EK. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


JACKSON, MIss., June 19 [18], 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

Dispatch of 16th received. I think that you do not appreciate the 
difficulties in the course you direct nor the probabilities or consequences 
of failure. Grant’s position, naturally very strong, is intrenched and 
protected by powerful artillery, and the roads obstructed. His re-en- 
forcements have been at least equal to my whole force. The Big Black 
covers him from attack, and would cut off our retreat if defeated. We 
cannot combine operations with General Pemberton from uncertain and 
slow communication. The defeat of this little army would at once open 
Mississippi and Alabama to Grant. I will do all I can, without hope of 
doing more than aid to extricate the garrison. 

J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, Miss., June 19, 1863. 
Hon. James A. SEDDON: 
A courier has arrived here with dispatches from General Gardner of 
the 10th instant. The courier reports the garrison in good spirits. Gen- 
eral Gardner states that he has repulsed the enemy in several severe 
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attacks, but he is still closely invested ; that he is getting short of pro- 
visions and ammunition, and should be speedily relieved. 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, MIss., June 20, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

On arriving here I informed General Kirby Smith of the condition of 
Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and requested his aid and co-operation, 
which he has given. General Taylor, with 8,000 men, is opposite Vicks- 
burg, and temporarily occupies Milliken’s Bend and other points on the 
river. The presence of this force is encouraging. Nothing can be done 
by us to relieve Port Hudson, which is in imminent peril. General 
Taylor will make such demonstrations opposite Port Hudson as he can. 

J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


RicHMOND, VA., June 21, 1863. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 

Yours of the 19th received. Consequences are realized and difficulties 
are recognized as very great, but I still think, other means failing, the 
course recommended should be hazarded. The aim, in my judgment, 
justifies any risk and all probable consequences. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RiIcHMOND, VA., June 21, 1863. 
General JOSEPH EK. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss.: 


Only my conviction of almost imperative necessity for action induces 
the official dispatch I have just sent you. On every ground I have great 
deference to your superior knowledge of the position, your judgment and 
military genius, but I feel it right to share, if need be to take, the re- 
sponsibility, and leave you free to follow the most desperate course the 
occasion may demand. Rely upon it, the eyes and hopes of the whole 
Confederacy are upon you, with the full confidence that you will act, 
and with the sentiment that it were better to fail nobly daring than 
through prudence even to be inactive. I look to attack in last resort, 
but rely on your resources of generalship to suggest less desperate 
modes of relief. 1 can scarce dare to suggest, but might it not be pos- 
sible to strike Banks first and unite the garrison of Port Hudson with 
you or to secure sufficient co-operation from General Smith, or to prac- 
tically besiege Grant by operations with artillery from the swamps now 
dry on the north side of the Yazoo below Haynes’ Bluff? I rely on you 
for all possible [efforts] to save Vicksburg. 

J. A. SEDDON. 


JACKSON, Miss., June 22 [212], 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

Positive information has just been received from General E. K. Smith 
that fifty-seven transports with troops passed Napoleon on the 11th 
and 12th last, going down the Mississippi River. 

J. K. JOHNSTON, 


/ 
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CANTON, MIss., June 22, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War: 


Your dispatch of 21st received, but cannot be deciphered. Please 
repeat it, using as few words as possible in cipher. 
J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, MIiss., June 23, 1863. 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

General Ruggles reports that on the 20th instant attacked the enemy, 
800 strong, with two guns, near Rocky Ford, on Tallahatchee. Routed 
him completely, captured his baggage train, ammunition, and supplies, 
killing about 50. Our loss small. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


CANTON, MIsS., June 24, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

Your two dispatches of 21st received. There has been no voluntary 
inaction. When I came, all military materials of the department were 
in Vicksburg and Port Hudson. Artillery had to be brought from the 
east; horses for it and all field transportation procured in an exhausted 
country—much from Georgia brought over wretched railroads—and 
provisions collected. I have not had the means of moving. We can- 
not contend with the enemy north of the Yazoo. He can place a large 
force there in a few hours; we a small one in ten or twelve days. We 
cannot relieve Port Hudson without giving up Jackson, by which we 
should lose Mississippi. Kirby Smith sent troops to: give all possible 
aid to Vicksburg, but they have not been used by their commanders. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


RICHMOND, VA., June 26, 1863. 
General JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 

I have just received reliable information through a friend from Balti- 
more that Grant telegraphed for supplies and ammunition, both failing. 
Train of cars laden with such was sent through Baltimore ten days ago, 
marked for Yazoo City, to proceed via Cairo, under charge of a person 
friendly to the South and anxious to have a chance to yield them to 
capture. This may possibly prove useful. 

. A J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


JACKSON, MISS., June 29, 1863. 
General S. CooPER : 
The following dispatch has just been received : 
ALEXANDRIA, June 26, 1863, 
Via NATCHEZ, June 27. 
General Josrpa E. JOHNSTON: 


I have the honor to inform you that on the 23d instant General Taylor stormed, at 
the point of the bayonet, with unloaded muskets, the enemy’s position at Berwick 
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Bay, capturing over 1,000 prisoners, ten heavy guns, and 2 large amount of stores of 
all descriptions. The position of Thibodeaux was also carried. This gives him the 
command of the Mississippi River above New Orleans, and will enable him ina great 
measure to cut off Banks’ supplies. 

E. SURGET, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


RICHMOND, VA., July 7, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 

A telegram of the 5th instant, signed ‘‘ Woodson,” approved by T. B. 
Lamar, chief of staff, informing of the fall of Vicksburg, is just received. 
Telegraph if this be true and any particulars known. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


JACKSON, MIss., July 8, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 


Your dispatch of the 7th received. The following was sent you yes- 
terday directly after the intelligence of the fall of Vicksburg was re- 
ceived : 

Vicksburg capitulated on the 4th instant; the garrison was paroled and are to be 
returned to our lines, the officers retaining their side-arms and personal baggage. 
This intelligence was brought by an officer who left the place on Sunday, the 5th in- 


stant. In consequence, I am falling back from the Big Black to Jackson. 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


Colonel [L. M.] Montgomery has just arrived from Vicksburg. He was 
directed by General Pemberton to have supplies prepared at this place 
for 22,000 men, the paroled garrison of Vicksburg. : 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 8, 1863. 
General S. COOPER: 

The paroled garrison of Vicksburg will be here inafew days. What 
shall be done with the men? They cannot remain in this department 
without great injury to us from deficiency of supplying them. Shall 
they go to their homes until exchanged, or be distributed in regiments 
in their respective States? Can they be exchanged immediately for 
prisoners taken in the recent great Confederate victory ? 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 


RICHMOND, VA., July 8, 1863. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, 


Jackson, Miss.: 

Inform fully as you know of the terms of capitulation of Vicksburg, 
especially the position of officers and men in relation to parole and 
power of exchange. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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JACKSON, Miss., July 9, 1863, 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

I have nothing official of capitulation of Vicksburg. An officer of the 
garrison told me that the terms were those I stated: The troops to be pa- 
roled and sent into our lines as soon as form is complied with; officers 
to retain baggage and side-arms; soldiers their clothing. Provisions 
being exhausted, the general officers proposed capitulation to General 
Pemberton. I have not heard of the garrison. 

J. EK. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., July 10, 1863. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR: 


The following telegram was received by the President, and is for- 
warded to you for your information: 

Your dispatch of yesterday received. No report of Taylor’s junction has reached me, 
as it must have done, if true, as we have 1,200 cavalry in that vicinity. I hear noth- 
ing official from Vicksburg. Maj. Jacob Thompson, of General Pemberton’s staff, 
gives me the following list: Lieutenant-General Pemberton, Major-Generals [C. L. | 
Stevenson, [J. H.] Forney, M. L. Smith, and [J. S.] Bowen; Brigadier-Generals 
[S. M.] Barton, [S. D.] Lee, [A.] Cumming, [J. C.] Moore, [W. E.] Baldwin, [L.] 
Hébert, [J. C.] Vaughn, and [F. A.] Shoup; Colonels [A. W.] Reynolds, ['T. N.] 
Waul, and [F’. M.] Cockrell, commanders brigades; also Brigadier-General {John V. ] 
Harris, of Mississippi militia. 

J. E, JOANSTON, 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. PRESTON JOHNSTON, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


[Indorsement. ] 
JULY 11, 1863, 


Referred to Colonel [Robert] Ould for information as to general officers 


for exchange. 
J. A. 8. [SEDDON], 
Secretary. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., July 10, 1863. 
General JOSEPH H. JOHNSTON, i 
Jackson, Miss. : 

To afford facilities for exchange at the earliest period, telegraph as 
soon as you know the number of privates, sergeants, corporals, lieuten- 
ants, captains, majors, lieutenant-colonels, colonels, brigadiers, and gen- 
erals, designating as far as practicable the number of the foregoing 
belonging to each regiment; at any rate send the designation of the 
regiments captured. After full lists are prepared, you will send them 
on without delay, but telegraph only as above. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


JACKSON, Miss., July 14, 1863. 
General S. COOPER: 
General Pemberton has recommended that his troops be furloughed. 
Should the recommendation be accepted, it will have an injurious effect 
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upon this army, unless the paroled troops are first moved to a distance. 
I suppose that they should move to the camp at Demopolis, and have 
so informed General Pemberton. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., July 16, 1863. 
General JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON, 
Jackson, Miss. : 

The following officers, having been duly exchanged, are released from 
parole, and at liberty to return to service : 

Lieut. Gen. J. C. Pemberton; Major-Generals Stevenson, Forney, M. 
L. Smith, and Bowen; Brigadier-Generals Barton, Lee, Cumming, Moore, 
Hébert, Baldwin, Vaughn, and Shoup; Colonels Reynolds, Waul, and 
Cockrell, commanding brigades; also Brigadier-General Harris, Missis- 
sippi militia. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJT. AND INSP. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., July 22, 1863. 
General JOHNSTON, Morton, Miss. : 

In conformity with your expressed wish, you are relieved from the 
further command of the Department of Tennessee, which, as advised by 
you, is united to that of Hast Tennessee, so as to extend General Bragg’s 
command over the department of General Buckner. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., July 24, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: The president of the Mississippi Central Railroad tele- 
graphs that you have ordered the destruction by fire of railroad equip- 
ments to the value of $5,000,000. The President directs that efforts be 
made to bring away the equipments, which should be taken down the 
road for removal as far as may be necessary.* 

Your obedient servant, 


J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., July 24, 1863. 
General JoSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Commanding, &e.: 
GENERAL: If you have not had occasion to use the funds transmitted 
through Commodore [Samuel] Barron, you will please return them by the 


*¥or reply of August 2, see Addenda, p. 235. 
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first safe opportunity, as the Secretary of the N avy, from whose appro- 
priations they were drawn, needs the amount for sterling exchange. 
With high regard, your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Morton, Miss.; July 24, 1863. 
General S. CooPER: 

Your dispatch of 22d, relieving me from command of Department of 
Tennessee, received. Major-General Maury thinks attack on Mobile 
threatening. I request that [H. D.] Clayton’s brigade, belonging to 
Mobile garrison, and sent by me to General Bragg in emergency, may 
be ordered back immediately. Major-General Maury has but 2,500 men 


for land defense. 
J. EH. JOHNSTON. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
; ftichmond, Va., July 25, 1863. 
General JosePH BE. JOHNSTON, 
Morton, Miss.: 

I am requested by the Secretary of the Treasury to instruct that all 
cotton belonging to the Government liable to fall into the hands of the 
enemy, which cannot be removed, be destroyed. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


MoBILE, ALA., July 29, 1863. 
General 8. COOPER: 
I came here because Major-General Maury apprehends attack. His 
scouts at Pensacola report Admiral Farragut went north yesterday, 
which indicates no attack. Officers from Vicksburg report that all 


troops go up the river. 
J. BK. JOHNSTON. 


MoBILE, ALA., July 29, 1863. 
(Received at Richmond, Va., July 30.) 
General S. COOPER: : 


What is the extent of mycommand? I return to Morton to-night. 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


Morton, Miss., July 30, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

I conversed this morning with Major [H. M.] Mathews, of the artillery, 
just from Vicksburg, who says that one of Maj. Gen. M. L. Smith’s staff 
told him that Grant had sent very few troops up the river, but about 

the 22d had seventeen transports of troops down. Others had preceded 
these. Reports from different sources all so contradictory that no opin- 
ion of the enemy’s intentions can be formed. The officer above named 
says that the Federals destroyed everything connected with cultivation 
of ground between Jackson and Big Black River, including growing 


crops. 
J. EH. JOHNSTON. 
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Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJT. AND INSP. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., July 31, 1863. 
General JoserH EK. JOHNSTON, 
Morton, Miss. : 


Your command embraces the country west of the line between Georgia 
and Alabama, and running south to the Gulf, as before General Bragg’s 
department was formed. Its western limit is the Mississippi River and 
its northern boundary the Tennessee River and Kentucky line. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


MorToN, Miss., July 31, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, : 
Secretary of War: 


The following telegram is forwarded for the information of the War 
Department: 
Mosize#, Axa., July 30, 1863. 
General JosrPH E. JOHNSTON: 


A gentleman who left Vicksburg on Friday states that Grant is still in Vicksburg. 
Is repairing road to Jackson. Expect bridge over Big Black to be ready for trans- 
portation of cars in about thirty days. There is great and increasing sickness in the 
army, and their expectation is that it will be sixty days before they will move to Jack- 
son. They propose to go to Meridian, to Demopolis, and to Selma, and then invest 

‘Mobile. They were actively organizing negro regiments, which they threw across 
into Lonisiana as fast as organized. No large force has been sent up theriver. Those 
sent were of Burnside’s corps and troops whose time had expired. McPherson in com- 
mand at Vicksburg; Parke at Snyder’s Bluff. Informantis person of intelligence and 
veracity, with peculiar opportunities of information. Another officer just in from 
New Orleans with prisoners states that Banks’ force has been recently increased from 
Grant, and that they propose soon sending one portion of Banks’ army over into 
Louisiana, and another, 20,000 strong, to Pascagoula. Grant is collecting immense 


supplies of stores at Vicksburg. 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


J. HE. JOHNSTON. 


RICHMOND, August 12, 1863. 
General JoSEPH E. JOHNSTON, . 
Morton, Miss. : 


GENERAL: The limits of your department on the east and north 
seem settled by Special Orders, copies of which are herein inclosed; but 
as you request a more explicit statement defining them, I reply by le¢t- 
ter. It is contemplated that your command shall embrace the country 
west of the Appalachicola and Chattahoochee Rivers, and of the Ala- 
bama and Georgia State line, until it strikes the southeastern corner of 
Calhoun County, in the former State; thence along the southern line 
of the following tier of counties in Alabama, to wit, Calhoun, Saint 
Clair, Blount, Morgan, Lawrence, and Franklin; thence along the Ala- 
- bama and Mississippi State line to the Tennessee River, and along that 
river to its confluence with the Ohio River. The counties named above, 
and all the country north of them, come within the limit of General 
Bragg’s department. 

Very respectfully, &c., + 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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{inclosuroes.]} 


SPECIAL ORDERS, hee AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 176. Richmond, Va., July 25, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 

VI. The Department of East Tennessee is merged in the Department 
of Tennessee, which will be separate and independent, reporting directly 
to this office. 

VII. The limits of the Department of Tennessee will embrace the 
country now included in the Department of East Tennessee, and west 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains in North Carolina and a line running 
south to the Georgia Railroad; thence along the lines of railroad via 
_ Atlanta to West Point, and from that place north to the Tennessee 
River and down that stream to its mouth. 

By command of the Secretary of War. 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, hae AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 184. Richmond, August 4, 1863. 
x * * * * * * 
VIII. The limits of the Department of Tennessee, as described in 
Paragraph VII, Special Orders, No. 176, current series, will embrace 
also the following counties in Alabama, viz, the counties of Franklin, 
Lawrence, Morgan, Blount, Saint Clair, Calhoun, Cherokee, De Kalb, 
and Marshall. 
* x * * * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MoRTON, Miss., August 20, 1863. 
General 8. CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 

GENERAL: I thank you for your letter of the 12th, which I have just 
received, with copies of so much of Special Orders, Nos. 176 and 184, as 
define the limits of General Bragg’s command, and your telegram to me 
of July 31. These papers cannot be misunderstood. As my apology 
for having troubled you more than once on this subject, I respectfully 
inclose copies of your telegram and Paragraph VII, Special Orders, No. 
176, as I received them originally,* one marred by the operator, the 
other without the important line following the name “ West Point.” 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


ADDENDA. 


MorRTON, August 2, 1863. 
Hon. James A. SEDDON, Richmond: 

Your letter of July 24 received. The order concerning rolling stock 
of Mississippi railroads was to destroy rather than permit it to fall into 
the enemy’s hands. The enemy has fallen back, and the superintendents 
of roads have been promised protection if they repair. I hope to be 
able soon to draw supplies again from the country through which the 


ississippi Central Railroad passes. - , 
ce ee . J. E. JOHNSTON. 


* Not found. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, C.5S. A., 
Richmond, Va., August 6, 1863. 
Col. B. 8. EWELL, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Army of the West : 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 28th ultimo, transmitting copy of a dispatch in cipher from the 
President to General J. E. Johnston, which you were not able to deci- 
pher. Linclose a copy from the original of the dispatch for the com- 
pletion of your files. 

Very respectfully, 
G. W. C. LEH, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


P. S.—I have tested parts of your copy, and find no difficulty in de- 
ciphering it. The old key was probably used by your officer instead of 
the new, which, we had been informed by the Chief of the Signal Corps, 
had been substituted in all the military departments for the old key. 


[{Inclosure.] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., July 18, 1863. 


General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, Brandon, Miss. : 


Your dispatch of yesterday received, informing me of your retreat 
from Jackson toward the east. I desire to know your ulterior purpose. 
The enemy may not pursue, but move up the Central road, lay waste 
the rich country toward Tennessee, and co-operate afterward with Rose- 
crans. Another column, Eastern Louisiana being abandoned, may be 
sent from New Orleans to attack Mobile on the land side. 

The recommendation to furlough the paroled troops from Vicksburg 
offers a hard alternative under the pressure of our present condition. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, CO. S. A, 
Richmond, Va., December 29, 1863. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


Siz: In response to a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
adopted on the 11th instant, I have the honor to transmit a copy of 
“the orders given to and correspondence had with General Joseph E. 
Johnston during the months of May, June, and July, 1863, concerning 
his command and the operations in his department.” A copy of the 
order assigning General Johnston to command is also transmitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
[Inclosure.] 
; DECEMBER 31, 1863. 
Captain [R. G. H.] Kean: 

The President directs me to suggest to the Secretary of War that the 
resolution seems to call for all correspondence had with General John- 
ston during the time specified—that which was had with the Executive 
as well as that with the War Office. 

Did not the bundle of correspondence taken from this office by Major 
Barton include all? If so, will you not be good enough to ask him to 
have the proper additions made to this? 
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Again, you will perceive from the pencil cross near the top of the first 
page of the first telegram from General Johnston that there is a mani- 
fest omission of one or more words. Please have the error corrected, 
and the rest of the manuscript carefully examined, and oblige, your 
obedient servant, 

BURTON N. HARRISON, 
Private Secretary. 


DALTON, January 30, 1864. 

General S. CooprrR, Richmond: 
I respectfully ask to be furnished with Lieutenant-General Pember- 

ton’s explanation of his report, and also his supplemental report. 

J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A, 
Richmond, Va., June 11, 1864. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


Sir: I have received the following resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, referred by Your Excellency to this Department: 

Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested, in addition to the corre- 
spondence heretofore communicated to Congress between the President and Secre- 
tary of War and General Joseph E. Johnston, in relation to the conduct of the war in 
the Valley of the Mississippi, to communicate to Congress so much of said correspond- 
ence as has not yet been called for by this House, commencing with a letter of Novem- 
ber 24, 1862; addressed by General Johnston to the Hon. G. W. Randolph,* Secretary 
of War, and including General Johnston’s reply t to the letter of the President of July 
last, which closes the published correspondence. 


In response, I have the honor to transmit the accompanying copies ¢ 
of the correspondence on file in this Department. The preparation of 
these copies has been delayed by the absence in the field of most of 
the clerical force during the entire session of Congress, and the difficulty 
of finding some of the letters. One of General Johnston’s communica- 
tions, under date of April 28, 1863, has not yet been found, but I have 
directed further search to be made for it in the office of the Adjutant- 
General. As the adjournment of Congress is at hand, I have thought 
it best not to delay longer a response to the resolution of the House. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


No. 10. 


Report of General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, of operations March 
12—July 20. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
Richmond, Va., December 24, 1863. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


Sir: In response to a resolution of the House of Representatives, I 
have the honor to submit herewith the report of General J. E. John- 


* See Johnston to Cooper, Series I, Vol. XVII, Part II, p. 758. 
+Of August 8, 1863. See p. 209. : 
t Not identified ; but see Johnston’s correspondence, in Part HI. 
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ston of his operations in the Department of Mississippi and Eastern é 


Louisiana. In natural connection with this, I likewise send the report 
of Lieut. Gen. J. C. Pemberton * of the battles of Port Gibson, Baker’s 
Creek, and the siege of Vicksburg, which is among the reports called 
for by the House of Representatives. With the latter is presented a let- 
ter from the Department, asking further explanations on some points of 
the reports, and the answer made thereto at the time by General Pem- 
berton. Subsequently, after seeing the report of General Johnston, 
General Pemberton considered his reply to that letter as not so fully 
elucidating the points of inquiry as the additional details presented by 
General Johnston rendered appropriate and necessary. He therefore 
asked the privilege of making a further reply, which, in justice to him- 
self, was accorded. Thatreply is likewise annexed, and thus the whole 
subject, it is believed, will be fairly and satisfactorily submitted in ap- 
propriate connection. or 
Respectfully submitted. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
’ Secretary of War. 
{Inclosure.] 


MERIDIAN, Miss., November 1, 1863. 

Sir: The following report of my operations in the Department of 
Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana is respectfully offered as a substitute 
for the imperfect one forwarded by me from Jackson on May 27, 1863.4 

While on my way to Mississippi, where I thought my presence had 
become necessary, I received, in Mobile, on March 12, the following 
telegram from the Secretary of War, dated March 9: 

Order General Bragg to report to the War Department for conference. Assume 
yourself direct charge of the Army of Middle Tennessee. 

In obedience to this order, I at once proceeded to TuWilahoma. On my 
arrival, I informed the Secretary of War, by a telegram of March 19, 
that General Bragg could not then be sent to Richmond, as he was 
ordered, on account of the critical condition of his family. 

On April 10,1 repeated this to the President, and added: 

Being unwell then, I afterward became sick, and am not now able to serve in the 
field. General Bragg is therefore necessary here. 

On the 28th, my unfitness for service in the field was reported to the 
Secretary of War. : 

On May 9, I received, at Tullahoma, the following dispatch of the 
same date from the Secretary of War: 

Proceed at once to Mississippi and take chief command of the forces there, giving 
to those in the field, as far as practicable, the encouragement and benefit of your per- 
sonal direction. . 

It is thus seen that neither my orders nor my health permitted me to 
visit Mississippi after March 12, until the time when I took direct charge 
of that department. 

From the time of my arrival at Tullahoma until April 14, General 
Pemberton’s reports, all by telegraph, indicated that the efforts of the 
enemy would be against General Bragg rather than himself, and looked 
to the abandonment of his attempts on Vicksburg. 

In that of April 13, he says: 


Iam satisfied Rosecrans will be re-enforced from Grant’sarmy. Shall I order troops 
to Tullahoma? 


"See No, 11, p. 249... + See p. 220, Transmitted by Davia, 
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On April 17, General Pemberton telegraphed the return of Grant and 
the resumption of the operations against Vicksburg. 
On April 29, he telegraphed: 


The enemy is at Hard Times in large force, with barges and transports, indicating a 
purpose to attack Grand Gulf with a view to Vicksburg. 


He also reported: 


Heavy firing at Grand Gulf. The enemy shelling our batteries both above and below. 
On May 1, he telegraphed: 


A furious battle has been going on since daylight just below Port Gibson. * * * 
Enemy can cross all his army from Hard Times to Bruinsburg. I should have large 
re-enforcements. Enemy’s movements threaten Jackson, and, if successful, cut off 
Vicksburg and Port Hudson. 


I at once urged him to concentrate and to attack Grant immediately 
on his landing, and on the next day I sent the following dispatch to him: 


If Grant crosses, unite all your troops to beat him. Success will give back what was 
abandoned to win it. : 


I telegraphed to you on the Ist: 


General Pemberton calls for large re-enforcements. They cannot be sent from here 
without giving up Tennessee. Can one or two brigades be sent from the east? 


On the 7th, I again asked for re-enforcements for Mississippi. 

I received no further report of the battle of Port Gibson, and on the 
5th asked General Pemberton, ‘“‘ What is the result and where is Grant’s 
army?” I received no answer and gained no additional information in 
relation to either subject until I reached the Department of Mississippi, 
in obedience to my orders of May 9. 

There, on May 13, I received a dispatch from General Pemberton, » 
dated Vicksburg, May 12, asking for re-enforcements, as the enemy in 
large force was moving from the Mississippi south of the Big Black, ap- 
parently toward Edwards Depot, ‘which will be the battle-field if I 
can forward sufficient force, leaving troops enough to secure the safety 
of this place.” 

Before my arrival at Jackson, Grant had beaten General Bowen at 
Port Gibson, made good the landing of his army, occupied Grand Gulf, 
and was marching upon the Jackson and Vicksburg Railroad. 

On reaching Jackson, on the night of May 13, I found there the 
brigades of Gregg and Walker, reported at 6,000; learned from General 
Gregg that Maxey’s brigade was expected to arrive from Port Hudson 
the next day; that General Pemberton’s forces, except the garrison of 
Port Hudson (5,000) and of Vicksburg, were at Edwards Depot, the 
general’s headquarters at Bovina; that four divisions of the enemy, 
under Sherman, occupied Clinton, 10 miles west of Jackson, between 
Edwards Depot and ourselves. I was aware that re-enforcements were 
on their way from the east, and that the advance of those‘under General 
Gist would probably arrive the next day, and, with Maxey’s brigade, 
swell my force to about 11,000. 

Upon this information, I sent to General Pemberton on the same night 
(13th) a dispatch, informing him of my arrival and of the occupation of 
Clinton by a portion of Grant’s army ; urging the importance of re-es- 
tablishing communications, and ordering him to come up, if practicable, 
on Sherman’s rear at once, and adding: 

To beat such a detachment would be of immense value; the troops here could 
cooperate; all the strength you can quickly assemble should be brought; time is all- 
important. 
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On Thursday, May 14, the enemy advanced by the Raymond and 
Clinton roads upon Jackson. The resistance made by the brigades of 
Gregg and Walker gave sufficient time for the removal of the public 
stores, and at 2 p. m. we retreated by the Canton road, from which alone 
we could form a junction with General Pemberton. After marching 6 
miles the troops encamped. ; 

From this point I sent to General Pemberton the dispatch of May 14, 
of which the following is a copy: 

GENERAL: The body of troops mentioned in my note of last night compelled Briga- 
dier-General Gregg and his command to evacuate Jackson about noon to-day. The 
necessity of taking the Canton road at right angles to that upon which the enemy ap- 
proached prevented an obstinate defense. A body of troops reported this morning to 
have reached Raymond last night advanced at the same time from that direction. Pris- 
oners say that it was McPherson’s corps (four divisions) which marched from Clinton. 
[ have no certain information of the other. Both skirmished very cautiously. Tele- 
grams were dispatched when the enemy was near, directing General Gist to assemble 
the approaching troops 40 or 50 miles from Jackson, and General Maxey to return to 
his wagons and provide for the security of his brigade—for instance, by joining Gen- 
eral Gist. That body of troops will be able, I hope, to prevent the enemy in Jackson 
from drawing provisions from the east, and this one may be able to keep him from the 
country toward Panola. Can he supply himself from the Mississippi? Can you not 
cut him off fromit? And, above ail, should he be compelled to fall back for want of 
supplies, beat him? As soou as the re-enforcements are all up, they must be united to 
the rest of thearmy. JI am anxiousto see a force assembled that may be able to inflict 
a heavy blow upon the enemy. Would it not be better to place the forces to support 
Vicksburg between General Loring and that place, and merely observe the ferries, so 
' that you might unite if opportunity to fight presented itself? General Gregg will 
move toward Canton to-morrow. ‘If prisoners tell the truth, the forces at Jackson 
must be half of Grant/sarmy. It would decide the campaign to beat it, which can be 
done only by concentrating, especially when the remainder of the eastern troops ar- 
rive. They are to be 12,000 or 13,000. 


This dispatch was not answered. General Pemberton stated in his 
official report that it was received at 6 p. m. on the 16th, ‘ while on the 
retreat” from the battle-field of Baker’s Creek. 

On the next day, May 15 (Friday), the troops under me marched 104 
miles farther, to Calhoun Station. On the morning of that day I 
received a letter from General Pemberton, dated Edwards Depot, May 
14 (Thursday), 5.40 p. m.: 


I shall move as early to-morrow morning as practicable a column of 17,000 to Dil- 
lon’s, The object is to cut off enemy’s communications and force him to attack me, 
as I do not consider my force sufficient to justify an attack on the enemy in position, 
or to attempt to cut my way to Jackson. 


This was the first communication received from General Pemberton 
after my arrival at Jackson; and from it I learned that he had not 
moved toward Clinton ten hours after the receipt of my order to do 
so, and that the junction of the forces, which could have been effected 
by the 15th, was deferred, and that, in disobedience of my orders and 
‘in opposition to the views of the majority of the council of war, com- 
posed of all of his generals present, before whom he placed the subject, 
he had decided to make a movement by which the union would be im- 
possible. General Pemberton was immediately instructed that there 
was but one mode by which we could unite, viz, by his moving directly 
to Clinton. 

The brigadier-generals representing that their troops required rest 
after the fatigue they had undergone in the skirmishes and marches 
preceding the retreat from Jackson, and having yet no certain intelli- 
gence of General Pemberton’s route or of General Gist’s position, I did 
not move on Saturday. 3 

Tn the evening I received a reply to my last dispatch, dated 4 miles 


)dpogete gon as 
a A ED A on er 


Cuar, XXXVI.] GENERAL REPORTS. 241 


south of Edwards Depot, May 16, stating it had reached him at 6.30 
that morning; that— 

It found the army on the middle road to Raymond. The order of countermarch 
has been issued.* Owing to the destruction of a bridge on Baker’s Creek, which runs 
for some distance parallel with the railroad and south of it, our march will be on the 
road leading from Edwards Depot in the direction of Brownsville. This road runs 
nearly parallel with the railroad. In going to Clinton we shall leave Bolton Depot 
4 miles to the right. I am thus particular, so that you may be able to make a junction 
with this army. 


In a postscript he reported : 

Heavy skirmishing is now going on in my front. 

On the afternoon of the same day, I received General Pemberton’s 
first reply to the order sent him from Jackson to attack Sherman, dated 
Bovina, May 14, 9.10 a. m., as follows: 

I move at once with my whole available force from Edwards Depot. In directing 


this move, I do not think you fully comprehend the condition Vicksburg will be left 
in, but I comply at once with your order. 


On May 17 (Sunday), I marched 15 miles in the direction indicated 
in General Pemberton’s note received. the previous evening. In the 
afternoon a letter was brought from him, dated Bovina, May 17, a copy 
of which has been forwarded to the War Department. In this, refer- 
ring to my dispatch of May 13, from Jackson, General Pemberton 
wrote : 

I notified you on the morning of the 14th of the receipt of your instructions to move 
and attack the enemy toward Clinton. I deemed the movement very hazardous, 
preferring to remain in position behind the Big Black and. near to Vicksburg. I 
called a council of war, composed of all the general] officers. * * * <A majority of 
the officers expressed themselves favorable to the movement indicated by you. The 
others, including Major-General Loring and Stevenson, preferred a movement by 
which this army might endeavor to cut off the enemy’s supplies from the Mississippi. 
My own views were expressed as unfavorable to any movement which would remove 
me from my base, which was and is Vicksburg. I did not, however, sce fit to place 
my own judgment and opinions so far in opposition as to prevent the movement alto- 
gether, but, believing the only possibility of success to be in the plan proposed, of 
cutting off the enemy’s supplies, I directed all my disposable force, say 17,500, to- 
ward Raymond or Dillon’s. 


It also contained intelligence of his engagement with the enemy on 
the 16th near Baker’s Creek, 3 or 4 miles from Edwards Depot, and of 
his having been compelled to withdraw, with heavy loss, to Big Black 
Bridge. He further expressed apprehension that he would be compelled 
to fall back from this point, and represented that, if so, his position at 
Snyder’s Mill would be untenable, and said : 


I have about sixty days’ provisions at Vicksburg and Snyder’s. Irespectfully await 
your instructions. ‘ 


Limmediately replied, May 17: 


If Haynes’ Bluff be untenable, Vicksburg is of no value and cannot be held. If, 
therefore, you are invested in Vicksburg, you must ultimately surrender. Under such 
circumstances, instead of losing both troops and place, yon must, if possible, save the 
troops. If it is not too late, evacuate Vicksburg and its dependencies, and march to 
the northeast. 

That night I was informed that General Pemberton had fallen back 
to Vicksburg. 

On Monday, May 18, General Pemberton informed me by letter, dated 
Vicksburg, May 17, that he had retired within the line of intrenchments 


*Note on General Pemberton’s copy says: ‘‘Sent off by General P. before being 
finished—copied.” 
16 R R—VOL XXVI, PT I 
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around Vicksburg, having been attacked and forced back from Big 
Black Bridge, and that he had ordered Haynes’ Bluff to be abandoned. 
His letter concluded with the following remark : 


I greatly regret that I felt compelled to make the advance beyond Big Black, which 
lias proved so disastrous in its results. 


It will be remembered that General Pemberton expected that Ed- 
wards Depot would be the battle-field before I reached Jackson (see his 
dispatch of the 12th, already quoted), and that his army, before he re- 
ceived any orders from me, was 7 or 8 miles east of the Big Black, near 
Edwards Depot. : 

On May 19, General Pemberton’s reply, dated Vicksburg, May 18, to 
my communication of the 17th, was brought me near Vernon, where I 
had gone with the troops under my command for the purpose of effect- 
ing ajunction with him in the event of his evacuating Vicksburg, as I 
had ordered, in which he advised me that he had— 


assembled a council of war of the general officers of this command, and having laid 
your instructions before them, asked the free expression of their opinion as to the 
practicability of carrying them out. The opinion was unanimously expressed that it 
was impossible to withdraw the army from this position with such morale and mate- 
rial as to be of further service to the Confederacy. 


On receiving this information, I replied : 
I am trying to gather a force which may attempt to relieve you. Hold out. 


The same day I sent orders to Major-General Gardner to evacuate 
Port Hudson. I then determined, by easy marches, to re-establish my 
line between Jackson and Canton, as the junction of the two commands 
had become impossible. 

On May 20 and 21, I was joined by the brigades of Generals Gist, Ee- 
tor, and McNair. The division of General Loring, cut off from Gen- 
eral Pemberton in the battle of Baker’s Creek, reached Jackson on the 
20th, and General Maxey, with his brigade, on the 23d. 

By June 4, the army had, in addition to these, been re-enforced by the 
brigade of General [N. G.] Evans, the division of General Breckinridge, 
and the division of cavalry, numbering 2,800, commanded by Brig. Gen. 
W. H. Jackson. 

Small as was this force (about 24,000 infantry and artillery,* not one- 
third of that of the enemy), it was deficient in artillery, in ammunition 
for all arms, and field transportation, and could not be moved upon that 
enemy (already intrenching his large force) with any hope of success. 
The draught upon the country had so far reduced the number of horses 
and mules, that it was not until late in June that draught animals could 
be procured from distant points for the artillery and trains. 

There was no want of commissary supplies in the department, but the 
limited transportation caused a deficiency for a moving army. 

On May 23, I received a dispatch from Major-General Gardner, dated 
Port Hudson, May 21, informing me that the enemy was about to cross 
at Bayou Sara ; that the whole force from Baton Rouge was in his front 
and asking to be re-enforced. On this, my orders for the evacuation of 
Port Hudson were repeated, and he was informed : 


You cannot be re-enforced. Do not allow yourself to be invested. At every risk 
save the troops, and, if practicable, move in this direction. 


_ This dispatch did not reach General Gardner, Port Hudson being then 
invested. 


*See Johnston to Mason, December 6, p. 249. 
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About May 24, the enemy made such demonstrations above the Big 
Black and toward Yazoo City, that I sent Walker’s division to Yazoo 
City, with orders to fortify it, and, the demonstrations being renewed, 
placed Loring’s division within supporting distance of Walker’s, and in 
person took post at Canton. 

Dispatches arrived from General Pemberton, dated Vicksburg, May 20 
and 21. In that of the 20th he stated that the enemy had assaulted his 
intrenched lines the day before and were repulsed with heavy loss. He 
estimated their force at not less than 60,000, and asked that musket- 
caps be sent, they being his main necessity. He concluded: 


An army will be necessary to save Vicksburg, and that quickly. Will it be sent ? 
On the 21st, he wrote: 


The men credit and are encouraged by a report that you are near witha large force. 
They are fighting in good spirits and their organization is complete. 

Caps were sent as fast as they arrived. 

On May 29, I sent a dispatch to General Pemberton to the following 
effect: 

I am too weak to save Vicksburg; can do no more than attempt to save you and 
your garrison. It will be impossible to extricate you unless you co-operate and we 
make mutually supporting movements. Communicate your plans and suggestions if 
possible. 

The receipt of this was acknowledged in a communication dated Vicks- 
burg, June 3, in which General Pemberton says: 

We can get no information from outside as to your position or strength, and very 
little in regard to the enemy. 

In a dispatch dated June 10, from General Gardner (the first received 
since his investment), he reported having repulsed the enemy in several 
severe attacks, but that he was getting short of provisions and ammu- 
nition. To which I replied June 15, informing him that I had not means 
of relieving him, adding: 

General Taylor will do what he can on the opposite side of the river. Hold the 
place as long as you can, and. if possible, withdraw in any direction or cut your way 
out. It is very important to keep Banks and his forces occupied. 

- In a dispatch dated June 20, I said that General Taylor had intended 
to attack the enemy opposite Port Hudson on the night of the 15th, and 
attempt to send cattle across the river. The want of field transporta- 
tion rendered any movement for the relief of Port Hudson impossible 
had a march in that direction been advisable; but such a march would 
have enabled Grant (who had now completed his strong lines around 
Vicksburg) to have cut my line of communication and destroyed my 
army, and from the moment that I put my troops in march in that di- 
rection, the whole of Middle and Northern Mississippi would have been 
open to the enemy. 

~ On June 7, I repeated the substance of my dispatch of May 29, to 
General Pemberton. 

On June 4, I told the Secretary of War, in answer to his call for my 
plans, that my only plan was to relieve Vicksburg, and my force was far 
too small for the purpose. 

On June 10, I told him I had not at my disposal half the troops neces- 
sary. 

On the 12th, I said to him: 

To take from Bragg a force which would make this army fit to oppose Grant would 
involve yielding Tennessee. It is for the Government to decide between this State 
and Tennessee. 
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On the 14th, I sent General Pemberton the following: 


All that we can attempt to do is tosave you and your garrison. To do this, exact 
co-operation is indispensable. By fighting the enemy simultaneously at the same 
points of his line, you may be extricated. Our joint forces cannot raise the siege of 
Vicksburg. My communications with the rear can best be preserved by operating 
north of railroad. »Inform meas soonas possible what points will suit you best. Your 
dispatches of the 12th received. General Taylor, with 8,000 men, will endeavor to 
open communications with you from Richmond. 


To this communication General Pemberton replied, June 21, recom- 
mending me to move north of the railroad toward Vicksburg, to keep 
the enemy attracted to that side, and stating that he would himself 
move at the proper time by the Warrenton road, crossing the Big Black 
at Hankinson’s Ferry; that ‘the other roads are too strongly in- 
trenched and the enemy in too heavy force for a reasonable prospect of 
success,” unless I could compel him to abandon his communications b 
Snyder’s. ; 

On the 15th, I expressed to the Department the opinion that without 
some great blunder of the enemy we could not hold both Mississippi 
and Tennessee, and that I considered saving Vicksburg hopeless. 

On the 18th, I said: 


Grant’s position, naturally very strong, is intrenched and protected by powerful 
artillery and the roads obstructed. His re-enforcements have been at least equal to 
my whole force. The Big Black covers him from attack, and would cut off our retreat 
if defeated. ' 

On June 22, in reply to a dispatch from General Pemberton of the 
15th, in which he said that, though living on greatly reduced rations, 
he had sufficient for twenty days, I informed him that General Taylor 
had been sent by General E. K. Smith to co-operate with him from the 
west bank of the Mississippi, and that in a day or two I would try to 
make a diversion in his favor, and, if possible, open communications, 
adding— 


though I fear my force is too small to effect the latter. Ihave only two-thirds of 
the force you told Messenger Saunders to state tome as the least with which I ought 
fo uae an attempt. Scouts report the enemy fortifying toward us and the roads 
locked. 


A day or two after this, a dispatch was brought me from General Pem- 
berton, dated June 22, suggesting that I should make to Grant ‘ propo- 
sitions to pass this army out, with allits arms and equipages,” renewing 
his hope of my being able, by force of arms, to-act with him, and ex- 
pressing the opinion that he could hold out for fifteen days longer. To 
this dispatch I replied June 27, informing him that General H. K. 
Smith’s troops had fallen back to Delhi, and that I had urged him to 
assume the direct command, and continued: 


The determined spirit you manifest, and his expected co-operation, encourage me to 
hope that something may yet be done to save Vicksburg and to postpone both of the 
modes suggested of merely extricating the garrison. Negotiations with Grant for the 
relief of the garrison, should they become necessary, must be made by you. It would 
be a confession of weakness on my part, which I ought not to make, to propose them. 
When it becomes necessary to make terms, they may be considered as made under my 
authority. 

On June 29, field transportation and other supplies having been ob- 
tained, the army marched toward the Big Black, and on the evening 
of July 1 encamped between Brownsville and the river. ; 

Reconnaissances, which occupied the 2d and 3d, convinced me that 
attack north of the railroad was impracticable. I determined, therefore, 
to make the examinations necessary for the attempt south of the rail- 
road; thinking, from what was already known, that the chance for suc- 
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cess was much better there, although the consequences of defeat might 
be more disastrous. 

On the night of the 3d, a messenger was sent to General Pemberton 
with information that an attempt to create a diversion would be made 
to enable him to cut his way out, and that I hoped to attack the enemy 
about the 7th. . : 

On the 5th, however, we learned the fall of Vicksburg, and therefore 

fell back to Jackson. ; 
_ The army reached Jackson the evening of the 7th, and on the morn- 
ing of the 9th the enemy appeared in heavy force in front of the works 
thrown up for the defense of the place. These, consisting of a line 
of rifle-pits, prepared at intervals for artillery, extended from a point 
north of the town, a little east of the Canton road, to a point south of 
the town, within a short distance of Pearl River, and covered most of 
the approaches west of the river; but were badly located and con- 
structed, presenting but a slight obstacle to a vigorous assault. The 
troops promptly took their assigned positions in the intrenchments on 
the appearance of the enemy, in expectation of an immediate assault, 
Major-General Loring occupying the right, Major-General Walker the 
right of the center, Major-General French the left of the center, and 
Major-General Breckinridge the left. The cavalry, under Brigadier- 
General Jackson, was ordered to observe and guard the fords of Pearl 
River above and below the town. The reports that had at various times 
been made to me by the commanding officers of troops encamped near 
Jackson of the scarcity of water led me to believe that Sherman, who 
advanced in heavy order of battle from Clinton, could not besiege, but 
would be compelled to make an immediate assault. His force was rep- 
resented to consist of his own and Ord’s army corps and three divisions 
in addition. The spirit and confidence manifested by the whole army 
under my command was such that, notwithstanding this vast superiority 
of numbers, I felt assured, with the advantage given by the intrench- 
ments, weak as they were, an assault by him would result in his dis- 
comfiture. Instead of attacking, the enemy as soon as they arrived 
commenced intrenching and constructing batteries. 

On the 10th, there was spirited skirmishing, with slight cannonading 
continuing throughout the day. This was kept up with varying intensity 
and but little interruption until the period of our evacuation. Hills 
commanding and encircling the town within easy cannon-range offered 
favorable sites for batteries. A cross-fire of shot and shell reached all 
parts of the town, showing the position to be entirely untenable against 
a powerful artillery. 

On the 11th, I telegraphed the President : 


If the position and works were not bad, want of stores (which could not be collected) 
would make it impossible tostand a siege. If the enemy will not attack, we must, or 
at the last moment withdraw. We cannot attack seriously without risking the army. 


On the 12th, besides the usual skirmishing, there was a heavy can- 
nonade from the batteries near the Canton and south of the Clinton 
roads. The missiles reached all parts of the town. An assault, though 
not a vigorous one, was also made on Major-General Breckinridge’s line. 
It was quickly repelled, however, principally by the direct fire of Cobb’s 
and Slocomb’s batteries and flank attack of the skirmishers of the Iirst, 
Third, and Fourth Florida and Forty-seventh Georgia Regiments. The 
enemy’s loss was 200 prisoners, nearly the same number killed, many 
wounded, and the colors of the Twenty-eighth, Forty-first, and Fifty- 
third Illinois Regiments. 
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By the 13th, the enemy had extended his iines until both his flanks 
rested on Pearl River. 

_ I telegraphed the President on the 14th that a large force lately left 
Vicksburg— 

to turn uson the north. This will compel us to abandon Jackson. The troops before 
us have been intrenching and constructing batteries since their arrival. 

On the 15th, I telegraphed the President: 

The enemy is evidently making a siege which we cannot resist. It would be mad- 
ness to attack him. The remainder of the army under Grant at Vicksburg is beyond 
doubt on its way to this place. 

On the 16th of July, information was received that a large train from 
Vicksburg, loaded with ammunition, was near the enemy’s camp. This 
and the condition of their batteries made it probable that Sherman 
would on the next day concentrate upon us the fire of nearly two hun- 
dred guns. It was also reperted that the enemy had crossed Pearl 
River in rear of their left flank. The evacuation of Jackson that night 
was therefore determined on. 

Our withdrawal was effected on the night of the 16th. All public 
property, and the sick and wounded, except.a few not in a condition to 
be moved, had been previously carried to the rear. The right wing re- 
tired toward Brandon by the new Brandon road and the left wing by 
the old Brandon road. The cavalry remained to destroy the bridges 
over Pearl River and observe the enemy. The evacuation was not dis- 
covered by the enemy until the next day. 

Our loss during the siege was estimated at 71 killed, 504 wounded, 
and about 25 missing. - 

The army retired by easy marches to Morton, distant about 35 miles 
from Jackson. Desertions during the siege and on the march were, I 
regret to say, frequent. 

Two divisions of the enemy, with cavalry, drove our cavalry through 
Brandon on the 19th, returning to Jackson the next day. Their object 
seemed to be to destroy the railroad bridges and depots. 

Col. J. L. Logan, commanding a mounted force around Port Hudson, 
reported three successful engagements with detachments of the enemy. 

On July 12, I received information from Colonel Logan of the sur- 
render of Port Hudson on the 9th. Subsequently the report of Major 
[C. M.] Jackson, acting assistant inspector-general, was received, in- 
forming me of the surrender. That officer stated that provision was 
exhausted, and that the position of the enemy rendered it impossible 
for the garrison to cut its way out. But 2,500 of the garrison were fit 
for duty at the time of surrender. 

The enemy advanced against Yazoo City both by land and water on 
the 13th. The attack by the gunboats was handsomely repulsed by our 
heavy battery, under the command of Commander Isaac N. Brown, of the 
Navy. The De Kalb, the flag-ship of the hostile squadron, an iron-clad, 
mounting thirteen guns, was sunk by a torpedo. To the force advance- 
ing by land no resistance was made by the garrison, commanded by 
Colonel [William B.] Creasman, of the Twenty-ninth North Carolina 
Regiment. 

Thave introduced my dispatch of May 14 into this report because 
General Pemberton, after stating that it was not received until after the 
battle of Baker’s Creek, claims that, although he had not acted on those 
instructions, the letter suggested the very movement he had made and 
for the same purpose. When the enemy was at Jackson, the letter 
suggested a movement for the sole purpose of dislodging him, and so 
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stated. General Pemberton’s march, with whatever purpose made, was 
begun after the enemy had abandoned Jackson and was almost in his 
presence. 

My order of the 15th, at which time I should have joined General 

Pemberton to take immediate command of the main army, but that I 
was still too weak to attempt such a ride, which was received by him 
very early on the morning of the 16th, required him to abandon that 
movement. Had he obeyed it, the battle of Baker’s Creek would have 
been escaped. 
_ About the middle of January, finding the cavalry in Mississippi 
inactive, and being satisfied by the representations of well-informed 
persons acquainted with the country that it could not be usefully 
employed in Mississippi until late in the spring, and persuaded that a 
larger cavalry force was needed to cover that portion of Tennessee from 
which General Bragg was drawing his supplies, I transferred about two- 
thirds of the cavalry of Mississippi to Tennessee. By this transfer from 
Mississippi, at a time when Grant had fallen back on Memphis, and 
Sherman and McClernand had been repulsed at Vicksburg, 1 gave 
strength to the Army of Tennessee, which had been greatly reduced by 
the engagements near Murfreesborough, and enabled General Bragg to 
cover the country and secure supplies for his army. 

About March 20, General Pemberton applied for cavalry for the pro- 
tection of the northern part of the State during the planting season, but 
his reports, heretofore referred to, indicated that the enemy’s forces 
were to be employed in Tennessee rather than in Mississippi; and Van 
Dorn’s cavalry being then absolutely necessary to hold the country from 
which General Bragg was drawing his supplies, I would not send it, and 
so informed General Pemberton. When he reported that Grant’s army 
was returning to Mississippi, a strong brigade of cavalry was ordered 
from Tennessee into that State. 

The time to strike the enemy with the best hope of saving Vicksburg 
was when he was landing near Bruinsburg. To do this with any pros- 
pect of success, a rapid concentration of all the forces should have been 
made and an attack. Under this conviction, I telegraphed to General . 
Pemberton on May 1, from Tullahoma: 


If Grant’s army land on this side of the river, the safety of Mississippi depends on 
beating it. For that object you should unite your whole force. 


And again on May 2: 


If Grant crosses, unite your whole force to beat him. Success will give back what 
was abandoned to win it. 

These instructions were neglected, and time was given to Grant to 
gain a foothold in the State. At Port Gibson and Raymond detach- 
ments of our troops were defeated and driven back by overwhelming 
numbers of the enemy. 

On the 13th, when I learned that there were four divisions of the enemy 
at Clinton, distant 20 miles from the main body of General Pemberton’s 
forces, I gave him orders to attack them, and notified him that we could 
co-operate. This order General Pemberton disobeyed, and so reported 
to me in his letter of the 17th. It directed him to move 20 miles to the 
east, to co-operate with me in attacking Sherman. He moved to the 
south, and made our co-operation and junction impossible. He claims 
that this order compelled him to make the advance beyond the Big 
Black, which proved so disastrous. Before I had reached Jackson, and 
‘before the order was given, General Pemberton made his first advance 
beyond (east of) the Big Black, to Edwards Depot. After the receipt 
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of the order, in violation of it, he made his second and last advance from 
that point to the field of Baker’s Creek. He further claims that this 
order caused the subversion of his “ matured plans.” Ido not know 
what these plans were, but am startled to find “matured plans” given 
up for a movement in violation of my orders, rejected by the majority 
of his council of war, and disapproved (as he states) by himself. 

On the 12th, he wrote me that, if he could collect force enough, Kd- 
wards Depot would be the battle-field. The battle of Baker’s Creek 
was fought 3 or 4 miles from Edwards Depot. The presence of the 
enemy was reported to him the night before. There was no apparent 
obstacle to prevent his resuming his original position and carrying out 
his “matured plans.” : 

It is a new military principle that, when an officer disobeys a posi- 
tive order of his superior, that superior becomes responsible for any 
measure his subordinate may choose to substitute for that ordered ; 
but had the battle of Baker’s Creek not been fought, General Pember- 
ton’s belief that Vicksburg was his base rendered his ruin inevitable. 
He would still have been besieged, and, therefore, captured. The larger 
force he would have carried into the lines would have added to, and 
hastened, the catastrophe. His disasters were due not merely to his en- 
tangling himself with the advancing columns of a superior and unob- 
served enemy, but to his evident determination to be besieged in Vicks- 
burg, instead of maneuvering to prevent a siege. 

Convinced of the impossibility of collecting a sufficient force to break 
the investment of Vicksburg should it be completed, appreciating the 
difficulty of extricating the garrison, and convinced that Vicksburg and 
Port Hudson had lost most of their value by the repeated passage of 
armed vessels and transports, I ordered the evacuation of both places. 
General Gardner did not receive this order before the investment of 
Port Hudson, if at all. General Pemberton set aside this order under 
the advice of a council of war, and, though he had in Vicksburg 8,000 
fresh troops, not demoralized by defeat, decided that it ‘‘ was impossi- 
ble to withdraw the army from this position with such morale and ma- 
terial as to be of further service to the Confederacy,” but ‘to hold 
Vicksburg as long as possible, with the firm hope that the Government 
may yet be able to assist me in keeping this obstruction to the enemy’s 
free navigation of the Mississippi River.” Vicksburg was greatly im- 
periled when my instructions from Tullahoma to concentrate were 
neglected. It was lost when my orders of May 13 and 15 were dis- 
obeyed. To this loss were added the labor, privations, and certain cap- 
ture of a gallant army when my orders for its evacuation were set aside. 

In this report I have been compelled to enter into many details and 
to make some animadversions upon the conduct of General Pemberton. 
The one was no pleasant task; the other a most painful duty. Both 
have been forced upon me by the official report of General Pemberton, 
made to the War Department instead of to me, to whom it was due. 

General Pemberton, by direct assertion and by implication, puts upon 
me the responsibility of the movements which led his army to defeat at 
Baker’s Creek and the Big Black Bridge; defeats which produced the 
loss of Vicksburg and its army. 

This statement has been circulated by the press in more or less detail, 
and with more or less marks of an official character, until my silence 
would be almost an acknowledgment of the justice of the charge. 

A proper regard for the good opinion of my Government has compelled 
me, therefore, to throw aside that delicacy which I would gladly have 
observed toward a brother officer suffering much undeserved obloquy, 
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and to show that in his short campaign General Pemberton made not a 
single movement in obedience to my orders and regarded none of my 
instructions, and, finally, did not embrace the only opportunity to save 
his army—that given by my order to abandon Vicksburg. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. KE. JOHNSTON, 
General. 
General S. CooPEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


MERIDIAN, December 6, 1863. 
_Maj. A. P. Mason, Richmond, Va.: 

Amend my report by inserting after “force,” in the paragraph begin- 
ning “Small as was this force,” the words “‘ about 24,000 infantry and 
artillery.” * Leave the remainder of the paragraph as it is now. 

J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


No. 11. 


Reports of Lieut. Gen. John C. Pemberton, C. S. Army, commanding 
Department of Mississippi and Hastern Louisiana, of operations April 
4-July 4. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Gainesville, Ala., August 25, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to forward, by the hands of my aide-de- 
camp (Lieut. J. H. Morrison), my report of the operations previous to 
and during the siege of Vicksburg, together with the reports of sub- 
ordinate commanders and Appendices A, B, and C. The report is, nec- 
essarily, very voluminous, but as brief as I could make it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. 


P. S.—I leave to-morrow morning for Demopolis; thence to Atlanta. 


{Inclosure. ] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Gainesville, Ala., August 2, 1863. 

GENERAL: At the earliest moment compatible with the performance 
of other and very pressing duties, I have the honor to present the follow- 
ing report of the operations of the troops in the Department of Missis- 
sippiand Eastern Louisiana preceding and during the siege resulting in 
the capitulation of Vicksburg : 

The enemy. after long-continued and strenuous efforts to reach the 
right flank of Vicksburg by forcing a passage through the Upper Yazoo 
River, finally relinquished his design, and on the night of April 4 and5 
re-embarked his troops, and before daylight was in rapid retreat. About 
the same time a heavy force of the enemy, which had been collected at 
Baton Rouge, was mostly withdrawn and transferred to Western Louis- 


* See p. 242. 
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iana, leaving but one division to occupy that place. After consultation 
by telegraph with Major-General Gardner, commanding Port Hudson 
and the Third Military District, deeming the garrison at Port Hudson 
more than sufficient under existing circumstances, and to save supplies 
ata point so difficult to provide, the navigation of the Mississippi River 
being then obstructed to us, and the mouth of Red River, from whence 
large quantities of subsistence stores were drawn, being blockaded by 
one of the enemy’s gunboats, I ordered [A.] Rust’s brigade and two reg- 
iments, under Brigadier-General [A.] Buford, to proceed immediately 
to Jackson, Miss., with the then view of employing them against raids 
of the enemy in Northern Mississippi, my great deficiency in cavalry 
leaving that portion of the departinent almost without protection. 
About Mareh 11, fearing that the enemy might succeed in opening a 


canal practicable for the passage of transports across the peninsula op- _ 


posite Vicksburg, I deemed it necessary to occupy Grand Gulf, néar the 
mouth of the Big Black, and assigned Brig. Gen. John 8. Bowen, with 
his Missouri brigade, to that point, with instructions to construct bat- 
teries for the protection of the mouth of the Big Black, and as a second- 
ary obstacle to the navigation of the Mississippi River. General Bowen 
was also directed to look well to the approaches by the Bayou Pierre. 
He subsequently informed me that he had prepared for the defense on 
both sides of the bayou. 

On the 22d, five heavy guns were mounted and ready for service. Two 
of these were removed from the batteries at Vicksburg, and three, in- 
tended for gunboats being built in the Trans-Mississippi Department, 
were detained by my order, it being impracticable to obtain them else- 
where. Atthesame time the enemy commenced his movement to reach 
Vicksburg by the Hushpuckanawand Deer Creek. Another expedition 
was also attempted through Steele’s Bayou via Rolling Fork and the 
Sunflower, the object of both being to enter the Yazoo River above 
Haynes’ Bluff. In these designs he was completely baffled. Many of 
our smaller boats, which were alone fitted for the navigation of these 
streams, and which were employed in the transportation of supplies for 
Vicksburg, were necessarily diverted from this purpose to transport 
troops to meet and repel these expeditions. The same interruption in 
the transportation of supplies was also of constant occurrence during 
the protracted expedition via the Yazoo Pass. 

On April 7, I received a telegram from the President, inquiring as to 
the practicability of sending re-enforcements to General Bragg in Mid- 
dle Tennessee, and directing me to send them if existing circumstances 
in the department would admit of it. 

On the same day I informed the President by telegram that, in my 
judgment, it was not safe to diminish the forces in this department at 
that time. 

On April 9, I telegraphed General S. Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector 
General, as follows: 

I am confident that few re-enforcements, if any, have been sent to Rosecrans from 
Grant; no troops whatever are reported to have gone above the mouth of the Yazoo 
Pass. I endeavor to keep General [J. E.] Johnston advised of any movement which 
may affect his army. The enemy is constantly in motion in all directions. He ap- 
pears, now to be particularly engaged with Deer Creek by land from Greenville. I 
have forces there to meet him. It is reported, but not yet confirmed, that a move- 
ment under McClernand in large force, by land, is in progress west of the river and 
southward. Idoubtit. My operations west of the Mississippi u1ust greatly depend 
on the movement of the enemy’s gunboats. I have several regiments now near New 
Carthage. I will inform you promptly of anything important, and if I ascertain that 


part of Grant’s army is re-enforcing Rosecrans, will dispatch troops to General John- 
ston as rapidly as possible. 
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On April 11, I again telegraphed General Cooper, Adjutant and In- 
spector General, and General J. EH. Johnston, at Tullahoma, as follows: 


A scout from Austin reports that forty transports, loaded down, but without troops, 
passed up the Mississippi River on the 3d and 4th instant. 


Brigadier-General Chalmers reports that— 


Ellet’s Marine Brigade passed up the Mississippi on the 7th. The sameevening three 
gunboats and nineteen transports loaded with troops passed up, the last ten boats 
from Tallahatchee, 20 miles up Coldwater, én Wednesday, going up. I think that 
most of Grant’s forces are being withdrawn to Memphis. 


On the same day I again telegraphed General Johnston as follows: 


The following report just received: Scout Kemp reports, “ Near Byhalia, on the 
10th, the enemy is strengthening his guard on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad. 
Twelve thousand troops passed Memphis going up the river on the 7th. The same 
day fifty pieces of artillery were landed at Memphis and taken to the Memphis and 
Charleston depot. Part of Grant’s army reported to be going to Corinth and down 
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad; the balance to re-enforce Rosecrans.” 


Lawson reports near Memphis, 10th— 


Marine Brigade gone up the Cumberland River; also fourteen transports and two 
gunboats passed up theriver. On the night of the 7th, a corps of engineers reached 
Memphis from below. 

Acting on these and other corroborating reports, I said to General 
Johnston, in closing my dispatch, “I am collecting troops here, and can 
send you 4,000 at once, if absolutely necessary;” and accordingly the 
brigades of Generals Tilghman, Rust, and Buford were, on April 13, 
placed under orders to move with dispatch to Tullahoma, while General 
Vaughn’s brigade of East Tennesseeans was ordered to be held in readi- 
ness to move at short notice. Maj. L. Mims, chief quartermaster, was 
instructed to furnish the necessary transportation as speedily as possible, 
and the following dispatch, dated April 12, was transmitted to General 
Johnston : 

I will forward troops to you as fast as transportation can be furnished—about 8,000 
men. Am satisfied Rosecrans will be re-enforced from Grant’s army. Shall I order 
troops to Tullahoma? 

On April 15, statements made by persons just out of Memphis, of 
which I was notified by telegraph, indicated that the retrograde move- 
ment from Vicksburg was probably a ruse, and that an early attack 
wight be expected on that place; and on the 16th I telegraphed General 
Johnston thus: 

I can send you only two brigades. The latest information induces the belief that 
no large part of Grant’s army will be removed. 

On the same day General Stevenson was directed to delay the move- 
ment of [J. C.] Vaughn’s brigade, and on the 17th Major Mims, chief 
quartermaster, was instructed that no more troops would be forwarded 
in the direction of Tullahoma until further orders. General Tilghman’s 
brigade was held in position between Jackson and the Big Black Bridge, 
and on the same day the following telegram was dispatched to General 
Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector General: 

General Stevenson reports that eight boats attempted to pass Vicksburg last night; 
five succeeded in passing, one was burned and sunk, and two disabled. General 
Chalmers reports sixty-four steamers left Memphis on the 15th instant, loaded with 
troops and negroes, apparently with intention of making an assault on Vicksburg. 
The enemy has nine boats between Vicksburg and Port Hudson. I cannot send any 
more troops, and think that those on the way to General Johnston should come back. 

General Bowen, at Grand Gulf, was immediately advised of the pas- 
sage of the boats referred to in the above dispatch, and instructed to 
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withdraw his troops from the Louisiana shore at the first favorable op- 
portunity. He was also immediately re-enforced by the Sixth Missis- 
sippi Regiment, the First Confederate Battalion, and a field battery. 

- On the same day the following telegram was dispatched to General 
Johnston : 

The troops sent you were taken from Port Hudson—a brigade, under Brigadier- 
General Buford, aggregate present 4,065.. The enemy has nine boats between Vicks- 
burg and Port Hudson. He has landed forces at New Carthage from Grant’s army, and 
can re-enforce them to any extent. He can use his nine boats to cross his troops to this 
side. The arrival of General Lorenzo Thomas has changed the enemy’s plans, or his 
movement up the river was aruse. I ought to have back Buford’s brigade; certainly 
no more troops should leave this department. A dispatch from Brigadier-General 
Chalmers yesterday says sixty-four boats left Memphis since Thursday, loaded with 
soldiers and negroes, ostensibly to assault Vicksburg. ; 

The raft in the Yazoo at Snyder’s Mill has given away, and is entirely destroyed. 
I am, therefore, compelled to strengthen the batteries there at the expense,of Vicks- 
burg. : : 

General Stevenson reports that eight boats passed the Bend last night. One was 
burned and two apparently disabled; the other five escaped uninjured. 

Indications of an attack on Vicksburg are so strong that I am we warranted in 
sending any more troops from this department. , 


From information received after this dispatch was sent, I learned that 
eight of the enemy’s most formidable gunboats, besides his transports 
and barges, succeeded in passing safely on the 16th. 

I found it a very difficult matter to obtain the necessary hawsers and 
chains for the raft in the Yazoo, but it was speedily replaced under the 
active and energetic supervision of Mr. Thomas Weldon. 

My request for the return of the troops forwarded to Middle Tennes- 
see to re-enforce General Bragg was immediately complied with. A por- 
tion of them, however, had reached Chattanooga; the remainder were 
halted by telegraph at various points on the route, and the whole were 
restored to this department as soon as was practicable. 

The enemy’s vessels of war occupying the river between Vicksburg 
and Grand Gulf, it was impossible for me to operate effectually in the 
Trans-Mississippi Department to prevent the advance of the enemy to 
the west bank of the river. ' 

_ On April 17, therefore, I addressed the following telegraphic com- 
munication to Capt. E. Powell, assistant quartermaster at Natchez: 


Forward the following to Lieutenant-General Smith or Major-General Taylor, viz- 

“Yor the want of the necessary transportation, I cannot operate effectually on the 
west bank of the river ; the enemy is now in force at New Carthage and Richmond. 
I beg your attention to this.” 

Captain Powell notified me at once that this dispatch had been for- 
warded by courier. 

On the 18th, I addressed a second communication, through the same 
medium, as follows: 

Lieutenant-General Smirx or 
Major-General TayLor: 

The enemy are cutting a passage from near Young’s Point to Bayou Vidal, to reach 
the Mississippi River near New Carthage. Without co-operation it is impossible to 
oppose him. Inform me what action you intend to take. 

To these communications, and to a subsequent one of April 22, I re- 
ceived no reply until after the capitulation of Vicksburg, when an 
acknowledgment of the receipt of that of the 22d, dated May 20, reached 
me. 

On the 19th, reports of raids in Northern Mississippi from several 
points in Tennessee reached me. All the available cavalry north of the 
Southern Railroad was at once placed at the disposal of Brigadier-Gen- 
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erals Ruggles and Chalmers, commanding, respectively, the First and 
Fifth Military Districts, which embraced all the northern portion of the 
State of Mississippi, and both were notified of the expected raids. Two 
companies of cavalry of Waul’s Legion alone were ordered to report to 
Brigadier-General Barton at Warrenton. One of these marauding ex- 
peditions, under Colonel [Brigadier-General] Grierson, which crossed 
the Tallahatchee River at New Albany, succeeded in passing directly 
through the State, and eventually joined General Banks’ forces at Baton 
houge, La. So great was the consternation created by this raid that it 
was impossible to obtain any reliable information of the enemy’s move- 
ments, rumor placing him in various places at the same time. ; 

On the 20th, I addressed the following telegram to General Johnston: 

Can you not make a heavy demonstration with cavalry on the Tallahatchee toward 
Abbeville, if only for 50 miles? The enemy are endeavoring to compel a diversion of 
my troops to Northern Mississippi. 

The same day the following communication was addressed to General 
Johnston, in response to one from him, asking if I could not send re- 
enforcements to the assistance of Colonel [P. D.] Roddey : 

I have not sufficient force to give any efficient assistance to Colonel Roddey. The 
enemy are advancing from Memphis via Herndon, from Grand Junction and La Grange 
via Holly Springs and Salem, and from Corinth via New Albany. You are aware that 
I have but a feeble cavalry force, but I shall certainly give you all the aidI can. I 
have literally no cavalry from Grand Gulf to Yazoo City, while the enemy is threaten- 
ing to pass the river between Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, having now twelve vessels 
below the former place. A gunboat and one transport passed Austin on the 18th, 


having in tow fifteen flat-boats, or pontoons, with twenty-five skiffs on them. An- 
other transport passed Austin on the 19th, towing sixteen flats, or pontoons. 


Brigadier-General Ruggles was directed to send all his available cav- 
alry, both Confederate and State, at once toward Corinth, as a diversion 
in favor of Colonel Roddey ; General Johnston having informed me that 
a superior force of the enemy from Corinth was in front of Roddey at 
Tuscumbia, and desiring me, if possible, to send aid to the latter. Hav- 
ing no available cavalry to meet the raid of Grierson, which was ravag- 
ing the northern portion of the State, I endeavored to employ a portion 
of Buford’s brigade (infantry), then returning to the department, and 
directed the commanding officer of the first regiment, on his arrival 
at Meridian, to remain until further orders, to protect the most impor- 
tant points on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and thereby succeeded in 
saving the valuable property, machinery, &c., at Enterprise, upon which 
town the enemy advanced and demanded its surrender, but Major-Gen- 
eral Loring having reached there with a sufficient force of infantry in 
time, their object was frustrated. The enemy had previously succeeded 
in destroying several miles of the track of the Southern Railroad west 
of Chunkey River, which for more than a week greatly delayéd the trans- 
portation of troops, and entirely prevented that of supplies (except by 
wagons) from our depots on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 

To meet these raids as far as possible, Major-General Loring was placed 
in command of all the troops then on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 
He was directed not to leave the line of the road for any great distance, 
to keep in telegraphic communication with me, and constantly to advise 
me of his position, and that, operations upon that line being minor in 
importance to those upon the Mississippi River, his troops must be so 
disposed as to enable him to move them in that direction at a moment’s 
notice. Thesame day the following communication was addressed to 
General Johnston at Tullahoma: 


Heavy raids are making from Tennessee deep into this State. One is reportednow 
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at Starkville, 30 miles west of Columbus. Cavalry is indispensable to meet these 
expeditions. The little that I have is on the field there, but totally inadequate. 
Could you not make a demonstration with a cavalry force on their rear ? 


Another expedition having been reported moving across the country 
in a southwesterly direction from Pontotoc, Brigadier-General Feather- 
ston, then commanding Fort Pemberton, on the Yazoo, was ordered to 
move without delay toward Duck Hill or Winona, and General Tilgh- 
man, then at Canton, was directed to hold trains in readiness to move to 
Winona at a moment’s notice. This became more necessary, as a heavy 
column of infantry as well as cavalry was reported moving from Mem- 
phis with the supposed view of taking possession of Grenada. The same 
day the following communication was telegraphed to General Cooper, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 


Lhave so little cavalry that I am compelled to divert a portion of my infantry to 
meet raids in Northern Mississippi. If any troops can possibly be spared from other 
departments, I think they should be sent here. 


Every effort was made by me to provide cavalry to arrest Grierson’s 
raid; also to accumulate a force for operations in the direction of War- 
renton and Grand Gul, thinking it quite as probable that Grierson 
would return by the route on which he was advancing as that he would 
continue his progress southward. 

On the 24th, Brigadier-General Chalmers, at Panola, was directed to 
move, with all his cavalry and light artillery, via Oxford, to Okolona, to 
intercept the force of the enemy then at Newton Station, on the Southern 
Railroad. Captain [Samuel] Henderson, commanding special scouts at 
‘Grenada, was also instructed to send couriers to Generals Loring, Buford, 
and Ruggles, notifying those officers by telegrams from the nearest tele- 
graph office, and advising each station on the road, that the enemy had 
reached Newton, on the Southern road. A force was also ordered to 
proceed from Jackson to Forrest, or Lake Station, or to such other points 
as circumstances might render necessary. Major-General Gardner, at 
Port Hudson, was notified that the enemy had reached the Southern Rail- 
road—that it was probable he would endeavor to form a junction with 
Banks at Baton Rouge—and was instructed to send all his disposable 
cavalry to intercept him. Brigadier-General Featherston, with his bri- 
gade, then at or en route for Winona, was ordered to move to Grenada, 
if there was any approach of the enemy (as was reported) from the north 
ou that place, unless he was also threatened by an advance from the east. 
As it was possible that Grierson’s forces might return by Jackson, such 
arrangements as my means allowed were made to defend the capital of 
the State. Brigadier-General Tilghman, then at Canton, was authorized 
to mount one of his regiments at that place, by the impressment of 
horses or otherwise, and immediate steps were taken to mount the 
Twentieth Mississippi and a detachment of the Fourteenth Mississippi, 
both of these regiments being at the time on duty in Jackson. Similar 
authority was given to General Loring, then on the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad, to mount what force he could on that line. In the impress- 
ment of horses, and their necessary equipments, Maj. L. Minis, chief 
quartermaster, was materially aided by His Excellency the Governor of 
Mississippi, who was also earnestly advised to mount by the same process 
a portion of the State troops in Northern Mississippi. All the cavalry I 
could thus collect south of the Southern Railroad was placed under the 
orders of Col. R. V. Richardson until he should fall in-with Col. Wirt 
Adams, who was then directed to assume command and direct the move- 
ments of the whole. 
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On the 28th, it was ascertained that Grierson was continuing his move- 
ment south of Hazlehurst, and not toward Grand Gulf or the Big Black 
Bridge. Colonel [Wirt] Adams was directed to follow him up and am- 
buscade him, if possible. These instructions were carried out as far as 
practicable, and resulted in a smart skirmish near Union Church. Ool- 
onel Adams’ force, however, was too weak to effect anything important. 
Grierson, after suffering considerable loss by an ambuscade farther 
south, which was well planned and executed by a cavalry force from 
Major-General Gardner’s command, eventually succeeded in joining 
General Banks’ army at Baton Rouge. 

I have been thus circumstantial in reciting the incidents connected 
with this celebrated raid that I might clearly demonstrate the great de- 
ficiency—I may almost say absence—of cavalry in my department, and 
the absolute impossibility of protecting my communications, depots, and 
even my most vital positions, without it; and, further, to show that con- 
sequent upon this want of cavalry I was compelled to employ infantry, 
and thus weaken my force in that arm at other important points. I 
wrote to General Johnston on March 25, urgently requesting that the 
division of cavalry under Major-General Van Dorn, which had been sent 
to the Army of Tennessee for special and temporary purposes, might be 
returned to me. 

Under date of Tullahoma, April 3, Col. B. S. Ewell, assistant adju- 
tant-general, replied to my request, and from that reply I make the | 
following extract : 

In the present aspect of affairs, General Van Dorn’s cavalry is much more needed in 
this department than in that of Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana, and cannot be sent 
back as long as this state of things exists. You have now in your department five bri- 
gades of the troops you most require, viz, infantry, belonging to the Army of Tennessee. 
This is more than a compensation for the absence of General Van Dorn’s cavalry com- 
mand. 


I will terminate this subject with the following telegram, addressed 
to General Johnston at Tullahoma on April 27: 

However necessary cavalry may be to the army in Tennessee, it is indispensable for 
me to maintain my communications. The enemy are to-day at Hazlehurst, on the New 
Orleans and Jackson Railroad. I cannot defend every station on the roads with in- 
fantry. I am compelled to bring cavalry here from Northern Mississippi, and thus 
the whole of that section of the State is left open; further, these raids endanger my 


vital positions. 


When it seemed probable that the enemy would succeed in opening 
a navigable canal across the peninsula opposite Vicksburg, and thus to 
a great extent avoid the batteries established there, I directed that 
Grand Gulf should be occupied, and as many heavy guns placed in 
position as could be without too much weakening the defenses of Vicks- 
burg. Believing that the urgency of the case demanded it, I assumed 
the responsibility of detaining three heavy guns en route for the Trans- 
Mississippi Department, and withdrew two others from the batteries at 
Vicksburg. Insufficient as I knew this battery to be, it was the heav- 
iest I could place there. 

Fort Pemberton, on the Tallahatchee, then occupied our attention. 
The enemy in large force, by land and water, was exerting all his ener- 
gies against that position, with the view of turning the right flank of 
Vicksburg, and every available gun was required for its defense. This 
necessity continued to exist until the fall of the rivers rendered an 
approach by water impracticable. 

Grand Gulf was not selected as a position for land defense, but for 
the protection of the mouth of the Big Black, and also as a precaution- 
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ary measure against the passage of transports, should the canal before 
referred to prove a success, which then seemed highly probable. The 
necessary works were, however, constructed, under the direction of Brig- 
adier-General Bowen, to defend the batteries against an assault from 
the river front and against a direct attack from or across Big Black. 
When, however, the enemy succeeded in passing sufficient transports 
to cross his troops from the west bank of the river below Grand Gulf, 
there being a practicable route by which to move his land forces from 
above Vicksburg to a point nearly opposite Bruinsburg, the position of 
Grand Gulf itself lost most of its value; but so great were his facilities 
of transportation and so rapid his movements that it was impracticable 
to withdraw the heavy guns. The only means of subsisting an army 
south of Big Black are from Vicksburg or Jackson, the former requiring 
a transportation by dirt road of 40 and the latter of 45 miles, in addition 
to that by rail. Without cavalry I could not have protected my own 
communications, much less have cut those of the enemy. ‘To have 
marehed an army across Big Black of sufficient strength to warrant a 
reasonable hope of successfully encountering his very superior forces 
would have stripped Vicksburg and its essential flank defenses of their 
garrisons, and the city itself might have fallen an easy prey into the 
eager hands of the enemy. 

The enemy having succeeded, on the night of April 16 (as heretofore 
related), in passing the batteries at Vicksburg with a number of his gun- 
boats and transports, and the report of a heavy movement to the south- 
ward on the Louisiana shore being fully confirmed, I immediately made 
the necessary dispositions for more perfectly guarding all points between 
Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, and re-enforced Brigadier-General Bowen 
with Green’s brigade, the Sixth Mississippi Regiment, the First Confeder- 
ate Battalion, and a battery of field artillery. Other troops were collected 
on the line of the railroad between Jackson and the Big Black Bridge, and 
measures were taken to get the troops that were being returned from 
Middle Tennessee into such positions that they could be readily moved 
ata moment’s notice. Major-General Stevenson was directed to place 
5,000 men in easy supporting distance of Warrenton, in addition to the 
brigade already there. Major [Samuel H.] Lockett, my chief engineer, 
was sent to Grand Gulf. 

On the 22d, I addressed a communication to Lieut. Gen. BE. Kirby 
Smith, acknowledging the receipt of one from him of the 15th asking 
my co-operation on the west side of the Mississippi, and stating my ina- 
bility to do so because of the enemy’s gunboats in the river and from 
want of transportation, and again asking his co-operation in front of 
Grand Gulf and New Carthage. 

ee ee g telegram was addressed to Major-General Stevenson on 
the 23d : 


I consider it essential that communications, at least for infantry, should be made 
by the shortest practicable route to Grand Gulf. The indications now are that the 
attack will not be made on your front or right, and all troops not absolutely necessary 
to hold the works at Vicksburg should be held as a movable force for either Warren- 
ton or Grand Gulf. 


On the 28th, Brigadier-General Bowen telegraphed that “ transports 
and barges loaded down with troops are landing at Hard Times, on the 
west bank.” 

I immediately replied as follows : 

Have you force enough to hold your position? If not, give me the smallest addi- 


tional number with which you can. My small cavalry force necessitates the use of 
infantry to protect important points. 
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Major-General Loring, then at Meridian, was ordered to send two of 
his regiments across the break on the Southern Railroad, near Chunkey 
River, and Colonels [M.] Farrell and [A. B.] Reynolds, who were west 
of the break, were ordered to proceed immediately to Jackson. Major- 
General Buckner, commanding at Mobile, was notified that I should 
look to him to assist me in protecting the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, as 
I required all the troops I could spare to strengthen General Bowen. 
Major-General Gardner, at Port Hudson, was also ordered to move 
Gregg’s brigade rapidly to Jackson. Brigadier-General Tilghman, then 
on the Mississippi Central Railroad, was directed to move promptly with 
all of his troops (save bridge guards) to Jackson. Major [M. R.] Clark, 
commanding at Brookhaven, was instructed to send couriers to all cav- 
alry commanders near him, ordering them to move toward Grand Gulf, 
with directions not to encounter the main body of the enemy, but to 
harass him in the rear and flank. Similar instructions were forwarded 
to Osyka and Hazlehurst. To General Johnston, at Tullahoma, the fol- 
lowing telegram was sent: 

The enemy is at Hard Times, La., in large force, with barges and transports, indi- 


cating an attack on Grand Gulf, with a view to Vicksburg. I must look to the Army 
of Tennessee to protect the approaches through Northern Mississippi. 


The following also to Major-General Stevenson at Vicksburg : 


Hold 5,000 men in readiness to move to Grand Gulf, and on the requisition of Brig- . 
adier-General Bowen move them. With your batteries and rifle-pits manned, the city 
front is impregnable. 


To General Bowen, at the same time, the following was sent: 


I have directed General Stevenson to have 5,000 men ready to move on your requi- 
sition, but do not make requisition unless absolutely necessary for the safety of your 
position. Iam also making arrangements for sending you 2,000 or 3,000 men from this 
direction in case of necessity. You cannot communicate with me too frequently. , 

I believe that I fully estimated the importance of preventing an ad- 
vance upon Jackson, if it could be done without sacrificing Vicksburg; 
but if the latter was lost, the former was comparatively of little value. 
Vicksburg might still be held with Jackson in possession of the enemy, 
but it was the hope of being able to hold the position on Bayou Pierre, 
upon which the safety of Jackson depends, that made me most anxious 
to re-enforce General Bowen, or, failing in that, at least to have a suffi- 
cient force at hand to secure his retreat across the Big Black. 

On April 30, I received the first information of the landing of the 
enemy on the east bank of the Mississippi River. General Bowen re- 
ported by telegraph that 3,000 Federal troops were at Bethel Church, 
10 miles from Port Gibson, at 3 o’clock on the evening of the 29th, and 
that they were still landing at Bruinsburg. Brigadier-General Tracy, 
of Stevenson’s division, had reached Grand Gulf with his brigade on 
the 30th. Lieutenant-Colonel [William N.] Brown, of the Twentieth 
Mississippi, with 50 mounted men of his regiment, left Jackson for the 
same place on the 29th, and Maj. J. D. Bradford, a good artillery officer, 
was sent to replace the lamented Colonel [William] Wade, as chief of 
artillery. i ; 

Between 12 m. and 2 p. m. on the 30th, Brigadier-General Baldwin, 
with his brigade, of Smith’s division, had crossed the Big Black at Han- 
kinson’s Ferry. 

At 9 a. m. May 1, General Bowen informed me by telegraph, his 
army being then in position 3 miles south of Port Gibson, that General 
Baldwin was entering the latter place. On the same day General 
Bowen telegraphed me that prisoners taken reported McClern and in 
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command; that three divisions had landed, one of which took the riglit- 
hand road from Rodney, and that the enemy’s force was estimated at 
20,000 men. He adds, however, “I disbelieve the report.” At3p. m. 
the same day, General Bowen advised me that he still held his positian, 
but that he was hard pressed, and concluded by asking when Majar- 
General Loring would arrive. Inreply, he was notified by telegram that 
another brigade from Vicksburg was en route to re-enforce him, and 
would probably reach him before Major-General Loring could arrive 
from Jackson. At 5.30 p. m. he informed me that he was falling bavk 
across the Bayou Pierre, and that he would endeavor to hold that posi- 
tion until the arrival of re-enforcements. On reaching Rocky Springs, 
about 18 miles from Grand Gulf, Major-General Loring, learning that 
Brigadier-General Bowen had fallen back before a large force from Port 
Gibson in the direction of Grand Gulf, directed two regiments and a 
field battery of Tilghman’s brigade, which had been withdrawn-from tle 
Big Biack Bridge, to move as rapidly as possible to Grindstone Ford, 
and hold it at all hazards, to prevent the enemy from flanking Bowen 
in that direction, and then proceeded himself to the headquarters of 
General Bowen, near Grand Gulf. Major-General Loring, concurring 
with General Bowen as to the impracticability of holding his position 
with so small a force, directed its withdrawal across Big Black at Han- 
kinson’s Ferry. 

In his official report Major-General Loring says: 

This had hardly been determined upon, when your communication was receivid, 


stating that the army had fallen back toward Grand Gulf, and ordering it to move at 
once out of its position, and to cross the Big Black at Hankinson’s Ferry. 


The movement was promptly carried out. Previous to crossing the 
river, however, Col. A. W. Reynolds’ brigade, of Stevenson’s division, 
had arrived. Not having heard from General Bowen after 5.30 p. m. 
on the 1st instant, I dispatched him, via Rocky Springs, on the morning 
of the 2d, as follows: 

If you are holding your position on the Bayou Pierre, and your communication is 


open by the Big Black to this place, continue to holdit. Iam informed that you have 
fallen back to Grand Gulf. If this is so, carry out my instructions, just sent in cipher. 


These instructions were, in case he had fallen back to Grand Gulf, 
which is a cul-de-sac, to destroy his heavy guns and such stores as could 
not be transported, and endeavor to retire across the Big Black. The 
last brigade of Major-General Stevenson’s division, which had been hur- 
ried forward to re-enforce Bowen, with the hope of enabling him to hold 
his position on the Bayou Pierre, or, in case he should be compelled to 
fall back, to protect his retreat, had not all arrived when the retiring 
column, under Major-General Loring, commenced crossing the Big Blavk 
at Hankinson’s Ferry. 

For the details of the battle of Port Gibson, the list of casualties, &i. 
I beg to refer to the official report of Brigadier-General Bowen and the 
reports of his subordinate commanders, which I have the honor to trans: 
mit herewith,* as also the report of Major-General Loring, who com- 
manded the retreat after the column had been put in motion by Brig- 
adier-General Bowen. i. 

Among the slain whom the country deplores I regret to mention Brig. 
Gen. E. D. Tracy, a brave and skillful officer, who fell where it is the 
soldier’s pride to fall—at the post of duty and of danger. 

Though disastrous in its results, the bloody encounter in front of Port 


*See pp. 657 et seq. 
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Gibson nobly illustrated the valor and constancy of our troops, and shed 
additional luster upon the Confederate arms. Confronted by overwhelm- 
ing numbers, the heroic Bowen and his gallant officers and men main- 
tained the unequal contest for many hours with a courage and obstinacy 
rarely equaled, and though they failed to secure’a victory, the world 
will do them the justice to say they deserved it. With a moderate cav- 
alry force at my disposal, I am firmly convinced that the Federal Army 
under General Grant would have been unable to maintain its commu- 
nications with the Mississippi River, and that the attempt to reach Jack- 
son and Vicksburg from that base would have been as signally defeated 
in May, 1863, as a like attempt from another base had by the employ- 
ment of cavalry been defeated in December, 1862. 

The repulse of General Bowen at Port Gibson, and our consequent 
withdrawal to the north bank of the Big Black, rendered it necessary 
that I should as rapidly as possible concentrate my whole force for thé 
defense of Vicksburg from an attack in the rear by Grant’s army, which 
was hourly swelling its numbers. Orders, therefore, were immediately 
transmitted to the officers in command at Grenada, Columbus, and Jack- 
son to move all available forces to Vicksburg as rapidly as possible. 

On the morning of the 3d, two of the enemy’s barges, loaded with hos- 
pital and commissary stores, were destroyed in attempting to pass the 
batteries at Vicksburg. 

On the 5th, I telegraphed General Johnston that— 

Six thousand cavalry should be used to keep my communications open, and that the 
enemy advancing on me was double what I could bring into the field. 

To the honorable Secretary of War I sent the following telegram, 
under date of May 6: 

General Beauregard sends but two brigades, perhaps not 5,000 men. This is a very 
insufficient number. The stake isagreat one. I can see nothing so important. 

On the 7th, the President notified me that all the assistance in his 
power to send should be forwarded, and that it was deemed necessary 
to hold Port Hudson as a means of keeping up our communications with 
the Trans-Mississippi Department. Major-General Gardner, who, with 
Brigadier-General Maxey and 5,000 men, had previously been ordered 
to Jackson to re-enforce this army, was immediately directed to send 
Maxey’s brigade rapidly forward, and to return himself with 2,000 men 
to Port Hudson, and hold the place at all hazards. 

On the 7th, indications rendered it probable that the enemy would 
make a raid on Jackson. The staff departments, therefore, and all valu- 
able stores, were ordered to be removed east. 

In the mean time my troops were so disposed as to occupy the War- 
renton and Hall’s Ferry road, which afforded great facilities for concen- 
tration, and various positions on the Baldwin’s Ferry road, and from 
thence between Bovina and Edwards Depot, each division being in good 
supporting distance of the other. Colonel [T. N.] Waul, commanding 
Fort Pemberton, was directed to leave a garrison of 300 men at that 
place, and proceed with the remainder of his force to Snyder’s Mill. 

On the 10th, information was received from a scouting party that 
visited Cayuga and Utica, where the enemy had recently been, that his 
cavalry force was about 2,000, and that he was supposed to be moving 
on Vicksburg. My dispositions were made accordingly, and every effort 
was used to collect all the cavalry possible. Such as could be obtained 
were placed under the command of Col. Wirt Adams, who was directed 
to harass the enemy on his line of march, cut his communications wher- 
ever practicable, patrol the country thoroughly, and to keep Brigadier- 
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General Gregg (who had just arrived with his brigade from Port Hudson 
and was then at Raymond) fully advised of the enemy’s movements. 

On the 11th, Brig. Gen. John Adams, commanding at Jackson, was 
directed to hurry forward, as fast as they could arrive, the troops from 
South Carolina, to re-enforce Brigadier-General Gregg at Raymond. <At 
this time information was received from Brigadier-General Tilghman 
that the enemy was in force opposite Baldwin’s Ferry, and Gregg was 
notified accordingly, and informed that the enemy’s movements were 
apparently toward the Big Black Bridge, and not, as had been sup- 
posed, against Jackson. 

On the 12th, the following was addressed to Major-General Stevenson; 

From information received, it is evident the enemy is advancing in force on Edwards 
Depot and Big Black Bridge; hot skirmishing has been going on all the morning, and 
the enemy are at Fourteen-Mile Creek. You must move up with your whole division 
to the support of Loring and Bowen at the bridge, leaving Baldwin’s and Moore’s 
brigades to protect your right. 


In consequence of this information, Brigadier-General Gregg was or- 
dered not to attack the enemy until he was engaged at Edwards or the 
bridge, but to be ready to fall on his rear or flank at any moment, and 
to be particularly cautious not to allow himself to be flanked or taken 
in the rear. Thus it will be seen that every measure had .been taken to 
protect Edwards Depot and Big Black Bridge, and, by offering or accept- 
ing battle, to endeavor to preserve my communications with the east. 

At this juncture, however, the battle of Raymond was fought by a 
large body of the enemy’s forces and one brigade of our troops under 
the command of Brigadier-General Gregg. 

I have received no official report of that affair, and hence cannot say 
how it was fought or by whom the engagement was brought on. Un- 
official information represents Brigadier-General Gregg and his small 
command to have behaved with great gallantry and steadiness, but after 
an obstinate conflict of several hours they were finally overwhelmed 
by superior numbers and compelled to retire. The command was with- 
drawn in good order, and retired to Jackson. 

On the 14th, a large body of the enemy made their appearance in 
front of Jackson, the capital of the State. After some fighting, our 
troops were withdrawn, and the enemy took possession of the place; 
but as General Johnston was commanding there in person, his official 
report, which has doubtless gone forward, will furnish all the informa- 
tion required. 

On the 12th, the following telegram was sent to General J. E. John- 
ston: ‘ 

The enemy is apparently moving his heavy force toward Edwards Depot, on 
Southern Railroad; with my limited force I will do all Ican to meet him. That 
will be the battle-field if I can carry forward sufficient force, leaving troops enough 
to secure the safety of this place (Vicksburg). Re-enforcements are arriving very 
slowly, only 1,500 having arrived as yet. I urgently ask that more be sent; also that 
3,000 cavalry be at once sent to operate on this line. I urge this as a positive neces- 
sity. The enemy largely outnumber me, and I am obliged to hold back a large 
force at the ferries on Big Black lest he cross and take this place. I am also com: 


pelled to keep considerable force on either flank of Vicksburg out of supporting dis- 
tance. 


The same dispatch was also sent to His Excellency President Davis 
on the same date. 

The divisions of Major-Generals Loring and Stevenson moved from 
the line they had occupied between Warrentonand Big Black Bridge 
to Edwards Depot, General Stevenson being directed to keep well 
closed upon the rear of General Loring’s column. 
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On the evening of the 12th, I moved my headquarters to Bovina, to 
be nearer the scene of active operations. 
_ The command arrived at Edwards Depot on the 13th, and was placed 
in position, covering all approaches from the south and east, in the fol- 
lowing order, viz: Bowen on the right, Loring in the center, and Ste- 
venson on the left. This position was occupied from the night of the 
13th until the morning of the 15th. 

On the 18th, the following dispatch was sent to General Johnston : 
_ General Forney reports from Vicksburg this morning four transports loaded with 
troops arrived at Young’s Point this morning. Five regiments and a battery passed 
down by Brown & Johnston’s. Wagon trains continue to pass back and forth. My 
re-enforcements will be very small and arrive very slowly. If possible, Port Hudson 
should also be re-enforced. I have been forced to draw largely from there. I have no 


ae . . . : . “ys . 
major-general to command brigades arriving in Jackson. I am in position with 
eight brigades near Edwards Depot. 


On the morning of the 14th, while on my way to Edwards Depot from 
Bovina, I received the following dispatch, dated May 13, from General 
Johnston, then at Jackson: 

I have lately arrived, and learn that Major-General Sherman is between us, with 
four divisions, at Clinton. It is important to re-establish communications, that you 
may be re-enforced. If practicable, come up in his rearat once. To beat such a de- 


tachment would be of immense value. The troops here could co-operate. All the 
strength you can quickly assemble should be brought. Time is all-important. 


I immediately replied as follows: 
Bovina, May 14, 1863. 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication. I move at once 
with whole available force (about 16,000) from Edwards Depot, leaving Vaughn’s bri- 
gade (about 1,500) at Big Black Bridge. 'Tilghman’s brigade (1,500), now at Baldwin’s 
Ferry, I have ordered to bring up the rear of my column; he will be, however, from 
15 to 20 miles behind it. Baldwin’s Ferry will be left necessarily unprotected. To 
hold Vicksburg are Smith’s and Forney’s divisions, extending from Snyder’s Mill to 
Warrenton, numbering 7,500 effective men. The men have been marching several 
days, are much fatigued, and I fear will straggle very much. In directing this move, 
I do not think you fully comprehend the position that Vicksburg will be left in, but 
I comply at once with your order. 

The ‘“‘ detachment” General Johnston speaks of in his communica- 
tion consisted of four divisions of the enemy, constituting an entirearmy 
corps, numerically greater than my whole available force in the field ; 
besides, the enemy had at least an equal force to the south, on my right 
flank, which would be nearer to Vicksburg than myself in case I should 
make the movement proposed. I had, moreover, positive information 
that he was daily increasing his strength. I also learned on reaching 
Edwards Depot that one division of the enemy (A. J. Smith’s) was at 
or near Dillon’s. This confirmed me in the opinion, previously ex- 
pressed, that the movement indicated by General Johnston was ex- 
tremely hazardous. I accordingly called a council of war of all the 
general officers present, and placing the subject before them (including 
General Johnston’s dispatch) in every view in which it appeared to me, 
asked their opinions respectively. A majority of the officers present 
expressed themselves favorable to the movement indicated by General 
Johnston. The others, including Major-Generals Loring and Steven- 
son, preferred a movement by which thearmy might attempt to cut off 
the enemy’s supplies from the Mississippi River. My own views were 
strongly expressed as unfavorable to any advance which would sepa- 
rate me farther from Vicksburg, which was my base. I did not, how- 
ever, see fit to put my‘own judgment and opinions so far in opposition 
as to prevent a movement altogether, but believing the only possibility 
of suecess to be in the plan of cutting the enemy’s communications, it 
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was adopted, and the following dispatch was addressed to General 


Johnston : 
Epwarps Drrot, May 14, 1863. 


I shall move as early to-morrow morning as practicable with a column of 17,000 
men to Dillon’s, situated on the main road leading from Raymond to Port Gibson, 74 
miles below Raymond and 94 miles from Edwards Depot. The object is to cut the 
enemy’s communications and to force him to attack me, as I do not consider my force 
sufficient to justify an attack on the enemy in position or to attempt to cut my way 
to Jackson. At this point your nearest communication would be through Raymond. 
I wish very muchI could join my re-enforcements. Whether it will be most practi- 
cable for the re-enforcements to come by Raymond (leaving it to the rightif the march 
cannot be made through Raymond) or to move them west along the line of railroad 
(leaving it to the left and south of the line of march) to Bolton Depot, or some other 
point west of it, you must determine. In either movement I should be advised as to 
the time and road, so that co-operation may be had to enable the re-enforcements to 
come through. I send you a map of the country, which will furnish you with a cor- 
rect view of the roads and localities. 


Pursuant to the plan laid down in this dispatch, the army was put in 
motion on the 15th, about 1 p. m., in accordance with the following 
order, viz: 


SprciaL ORDERS, 2? Hpqrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
No. —. Edwards Depot, May 14, 1863. 

This army will move to-morrow morning (15th instant) in the direction of Raymond, 
on the military road, in the following order : 

1. Col. Wirt Adams’ cavalry will form the advance guard, keeping at least 1 mile in 
advance of the head of the column, throwing out one company in front of his column 
and a small detachment in its advance, besides the flankers upon his column, when 
practicable. 

2. Loring’s division will constitute the right and the advance in the line of march. 
He will throw a regiment of infantry, with a section of artillery, at least 200 yards 
in his front, with a company of infantry at least 75 yards in its advance, all with the 
necessary detachments and flankers. 

3. Bowen’s division will constitute the center, and will follow the leading division. 
. Stevenson’s division will constitute the left, bringing up the rear of the column. 
The artillery of each brigade will march in the rear of their brigade. 

. The ambulances of each brigade will follow in the rear of their brigade. 

. The ordnance wagons of each division will follow in the rear of their division. 
The wagon train will follow in rear of the entire column. 

. Should Tilghman’s brigade arrive after the departure of the column, it will con- 
stitute, with a field battery, the rear guard, following immediately in rear of the 
wagon train. 

10. A company of Wirt Adams’ cavalry will close the order of march. 

11. The wagon train will follow in the order of division; ¢hat is to say, the wagon 
train of Loring’s division on the right of the train; that of Bowen’s division in the 
center, &c. Quartermasters, commissaries, and ordnance officers will remain with 
their trains unless otherwise ordered. Straggling, always disgraceful in an army, is 
particularly forbidden. Stringent orders will be issued by the division commanders 
to prevent this evil. The rear guard is especially instructed to permit no one to fall 
to the rear under any circumstances. 


A continuous and heavy rain had made Baker’s Creek impassable by 
the ordinary ford on the main Raymond road, where the country bridge 
had been washed away by previous freshets. In consequence of this, 
the march was delayed for several hours, but the water not falling suf- 
ficiently to make the creek fordable, the column was directed by the 
Clinton road, on which was a good bridge, and, after passing the creek 
upward of 13 miles, was filed to the right along a neighborhood road, 
so as to strike the haymond road about 34 miles from Edwards Depot. 
The march was continued until the head of the column had passed 
Mrs. Elliston’s house, where it was halted, and the troops bivouacked 
in order of march. I made my headquarters at Mrs. Elliston’s, where 
1 found Major-General Loring had also established his. : 

The divisions of Generals Stevenson and Bowen having been on the 
march until past midnight, and the men considerably fatigued—desiring 
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also to receive reports of reconnaissances made in my front before pro- 
ceeding farther—I did not issue orders to continue the movement at an 
early hour the following morning. 

Immediately on my arrival at Mrs. Elliston’s on the night of the 15th, 
I sent for Col. Wirt Adams, commanding the cavalry, and gave him 
the necessary instructions for picketing all approaches in my front, and 
directed him to send out scouting parties to discover the enemy’s where- 
abouts. I also made strenuous efforts to effect the same object through 
te “ried but without success. Nothing unusual occurred during the 
night. 

On the morning of the 16th, at about 6.30 o’clock, Col. Wirt Adams 
reported to me that his pickets were skirmishing with the enemy on the 
Raymond road some distance in our front. While in conversation with 
him, a courier arrived and handed me the following dispatch from Gen- 
eral Johnston : 


Canton Roav, TEN MILES FROM JACKSON, 
May 15, 1863—8,.30 a. m. 


Our being compelled to leave Jackson makes your plan impracticable. The only 
mode ky which we can unite is by your moving directly to Clinton, informing me, 
that we may move to that point with about 6,000 troops. I have no means of esti- 
mating enemy’s force at Jackson. The principal officers here differ very widely, and 
I fear he will fortify if time is left him. Let me hear from you immediately. Gen- 
eral Maxey was ordered back to Brookhaven. You probably have time to make him 
join you. Doso before he has time to move away. 

I immediately directed a countermarch, or rather a retrograde move- 
ment, by reversing the column as it then stood, for the purpose of re- 
turning toward Edwards Depot to take the Brownsville road, and thence 
te proceed toward Clinton by a route north of the railroad. A written 
reply to General Johnston’s instructions, in which I notified him that 
the countermarch had been ordered and of the route I should take, was 
dispatched in haste, and without allowing myself sufficient time to take 
a@ copy. 

Just as this reverse movement commenced, the enemy drove in Colo- 
.onel Adams’ cavalry pickets, and opened with artillery at long range 
ou the head of my column on the Raymond road. Not knowing whether 
this was an attack in force or simply an armed reconnaissance, and 
being anxious to obey the instructions of General Johnston, I directed 
the continuance of the movement, giving the necessary instructions for 
securing the safety of the wagon train. The demonstrations of the enemy 
soon becoming more serious, orders were sent to division commanders 
to form in line of battle on the cross-road from the Clinton to the Ray- 
mond road, Loring on the right, Bowen in the center, and Stevenson on 
the left. Major-General Stevenson was instructed to make the neces- 
sary dispositions for the protection of the trains then on the Clinton road 
and crossing Baker’s Creek. The line of battle was quickly formed, 
without any interference on the part of theenemy. ‘The position selected 
was naturally a strong one, and all approaches from the front well cov® 
ered. A short time after the formation of the line, Loring’s division was 
thrown back so as to cover the military road, it being reported that the 
enemy had appeared in that direction. The enemy made his first dem- 
onstration on our right, but after a lively artillery duel for an hour or 
more, this attack was relinquished, and a large force was thrown against 
our left, where skirmishing became heavy about 10 o’clock, and the 
battle began in earnest along Stevenson’s entire front about noon. 

Just at this time a column of the enemy were seen moving in front of 
our center toward the right. [John O©.] Landis’ battery, of Bowen’s 
division, opened upon and soon broke this column, and compelled it to 
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retire. I then directed Major-General Loring to move forward and crush 
the enemy in his front, and directed General Bowen to co-operate with 
him in the movement. Immediately on the receipt of my message, Gen- 
eral Bowen rode up and announced his readiness to execute his part of 
the movement as soon as Major-General Loring should advance. No 
movement was made by Major-General Loring, he informing me that the 
enemy was too strongly posted to be attacked, but that he would seize 
the first opportunity to assault, if one should offer. The enemy still 
making strenuous efforts to turn Major-General Stevenson’s left flank, 
compelled him to make a similar movement toward the left, thus ex- 
tending his own line and making a gap between his and Bowen’s divis- 
ions. General Bowen was ordered to keep this interval closed, and 
the same instructions were sent to General Loring in reference to the 
interval between his and General Bowen’s division. ; 

General Stevenson having informed me that unless re-enforced he | 
would be unable to resist the heavy and repeated attacks along his 
whole line, Bowen was ordered to send one brigade to his assistance, 
which was promptly brought forward under Col. F. M. Cockrell, and in 
a very short time his remaining brigade, under the command of Brig. 
Gen. Martin E. Green, was put in, and the two together, under their 
gallant leaders, charged the enemy, and for the time turned the tide of 
battle in our favor, again displaying the heroic courage which this vet- 
eran division has made conspicuous on so many stricken fields. 

The enemy still continued to move troops from his left to his right, 
thus increasing his vastly superior forces against Stevenson’s and 
Bowen's divisions. Feeling assured that there was no important force 
in his front, I dispatched several staff officers in rapid succession to 
Major-General Loring, ordering him to move all but one brigade (Tilgh- 
man’s, which was directed to hold the Raymond road and cover the 
bridge and ford at Baker’s Creek) to the left as rapidly as possible. 
To the first of these messages, sent about 2 p. m., answer was returned 
by Major-General Loring that the enemy was in strong force in his front, 
and endeavoring to flank him. Hearing no firing on the right, I re- 
peated my orders to Major-General Loring, explained to him the condi- 
tion of affairs on the left, and directed him to put his two left brigades 
into the fight as soon as possible. In the transmission of these various 
messages to and fro, over a distance of more than a mile, much valuable 
time was necessarily consumed, which the enemy did not fail to take 
advantage of. 

About 4 p. m. a part of Stevenson’s division broke badly and fell 
back in great disorder, but were partially rallied by the strenuous exer- 
tions of myself and staff, and put back under their own officers into tke 
fight, but observing that large numbers of men were abandoning the 
field on Stevenson’s left, deserting their comrades, who in this momest 
of greatest trial stood manfully at their posts, I rode up to Generil 
Stevenson, and informing him that I had repeatedly ordered two bri- 
gades of General Loring’s division to his assistance, and that I was 
momentarily expecting them, asked him whether he could hold his 
position; he replied that he could not; that he was fighting from 60,000 
to 80,000 men. I then told him I would endeavor myself to find Gen- 
eral Loring and hasten him up, and started immediately with that ol- 
ject. I presently met Brigadier-General Buford’s brigade, of Loring’s 
division, on the march and in rear of the right of Bowen’s division. 

Colonel Cockrell, commanding the Virst Missouri Brigade, having in 
person some time previously urgently asked for re-enforcements, which 
(none of Loring’s troops having come up) I was then unable to give 
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him, one regiment of Buford’s brigade was detached at once and di- 
rected to his support; the remainder of Buford’s brigade was moved 
as rapidly as possible to the assistance of General Stevenson. 

Finding that the enemy’s vastly superior numbers were pressing all 
my forces engaged steadily back. into old fields, where all advantages 
of position would be in his favor, I felt it to be too late to save the day, 
even should Brigadier-General Featherston’s brigade, of General Lor- 
ing’s division, come up immediately. I could, however, learn nothing 
of General Loring’s whereabouts; several of my staff were in search of 
him, but it was not until after General Bowen had personally informed 
me that he could not hold his position longer, and not until after I had 
ordered the retreat, that General Loring, with Featherston’s brigade, 
moving, as I subsequently learned, by a country road which was con- 
siderably longer than the direct route, reached the position on the left 
known as Champion’s Hill, where he was forming line of battle when 
he received my order to cover the retreat. 

Had the movement in support of the left been promptly made when 
first ordered, it is not improbable that I might have maintained my 
position, and it is possible the enemy might have been driven back, 
though his vastly superior and constantly increasing numbers would 
have rendered it necessary to withdraw during the night to save my 
communications with Vicksburg. 

Early in the day Major [Samuel H.] Lockett, chief engineer, had been 
instructed to throw a bridge across Baker’s Creek, on the Raymond road. 
The stream had also fallen sufficiently to render the ford practicable. 
The retreat was ordered to be conducted by that route, and a staff offi- 
cer immediately dispatched to Brigadier-General Tilghman, who was 
directed to hold the Raymond road at all hazards; it was in the execu- 
tion of this important trust, which could not have been confided to a 
fitter man, that the lamented general bravely lost his life. He was 
struck by a fragment of shell and died almost instantly. 

Although, as before stated, a large number of men had shamefully 
abandoned their commands, and were making their way to the rear, the 
main body of the troops retired in good order. 

On reaching the ford and bridge at Baker’s Creek, I directed Brigadier- 
General Bowen to take position with his division on the west bank, and 
to hold the crossing until Loring’s division, which was directed to bring 
up the rear, had effected the passage. I then proceeded at once to the 
intrenched line covering the wagon and railroad bridges over the Big 
Black, to make the necessary arrangements for holding that point during 
the passage of the river. 

In his official report, Major-General Stevenson says: 

On my arrival, about sunset, at the ford on Baker’s Creek, I found that the enemy 
had crossed the bridge above, and were advancing artillery in the direction of the road 
on which we were moving. One battery had already taken position and was playing 
on the road, but at right angles, and with too long a range to prevent the passage of 
troops. Here I found on the west side the brigades of General Green and Colonel 
Cockrell, of Bowen’s division, who had there halted and taken up position to hold the 
point until Loring’s division could cross. JI found Colonel [Thomas M.] Scott, of the 
Twelfth Louisiana Regiment, of Loring’s division, halted about half a mile from the 
ford, on the east side, and directed him to cross. I there addressed a note to General 
Loring, informing him of what I had done, telling him of the change I had caused 
Colonel Scott to make in his position, stating that with the troops then there, and 
others that I could collect, I would hold the ford and road until his division could 
cross, and urging him to hasten the movement. To this note I received no answer, 
but in a short time Colonel Scott moved off his regiment quickly in the direction of 
his original position, in obedience, I was informed, to orders from General Loring. 
Inferring from this that General Loring did not intend to cross at that ford, he having 
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had ample time to commence the movement, I suggested to General Green and Colonel 
Cockrell to move forward to the railroad bridge. My command reached that point at 
about 1 o’clock that night and bivouacked near Bovina. 

The entire train of the army, under the judicious management of Col. 
A. W. Reynolds, commanding Tennessee Brigade, of Stevenson’s di- 
vision, was crossed without loss, though the movements of the enemy 
compelled Colonel Reynolds’ brigade to cross the Big Black above the 
railroad bridge. J ; 

On reaching the line of intrenchments occupied by Brigadier-General 
Vaughn’s brigade of East Tennesseeans (Smith’s division), he was in- 
structed by myself in person to man the trenches from the railroad to 
the left, his artillery to remain as then posted, and all wagons to cross 
the river at once. Special instructions were left with Lieut. J. H. Mor- 
rison, aide-de-camp, to be delivered to Generals Loring, Stevenson, and 
Bowen, as they should arrive, and were delivered to all except General 
Loring, as follows: 

General Stevenson’s division to cross the river and proceed to Mount 
Alban. 

General Loring’s to cross and occupy the west bank. ; 

Brigadier-General Bowen’s division, as it should arrive, was directed 
to occupy the trenches to the right and left of Vaughn’s, and his artil- 
lery to be parked, that it might be available for any point of the lines 
most threatened. 

General Stevenson’s division, arriving very late in the night, did not 
move beyond Bovina, and I awaited in vain intelligence of the approach 
of General Loring. It was necessary to hold the position to enable him 
to cross the river, should the enemy, which was probable, follow him 
closely up. 

For this purpose alone I continued the troops in position until it 
was too late to withdraw them under cover of night. I then deter- 
mined not to abandon so strong a front while there was yet a hope of 
his arrival. 

I have not up to this time received General Loring’s report of the 
share taken by his division in the battle of Baker’s Creek, nor have I 
yet been informed of the reason why he failed to rejoin the army under 
my command. 

The Big Black River, where it is crossed by the railroad bridge, makes 
a bend somewhat in the shape of a horseshoe. Across this horseshoe, 
at its narrowest part, a line of rifle-pits had been constructed, making 
an excellent cover for infantry, and at proper intervals dispositions were 
made for field artillery. The line of pits ran nearly north and south, 
and was about 1 mile in length. North of and for a considerable dis- 
tance south of the railroad and of the dirt road to Edwards Depot, 
nearly parallel with it, extended a bayou, which in itself opposed a seri- 
ous obstacle to an assault upon the pits. This line abutted north on 
the river and south upon a cypress-brake, which spread itself nearly to 
the bank of the river. 

In addition to the railroad bridge, which I had caused to be floored 
for the passage even of artillery and wagons, the steamer Dot, from 
which the machinery had been taken, was converted into a bridge, by 
placing her fore and aft across the river. Between the works and the 
bridge, about three-quarters of a mile, the country was open, being either 
old or cultivated fields, affording no cover should the troops be driven 
from the trenches. East and south of the railroad the topographical 
features of the country over which the enemy must necessarily pass 
were similar to those above described; but north of the railroad and 
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aout 300 yards in front of the rifle-pits a copse of wood extended from 
the road to the river. 

Our line was manned on the right by the gallant Cockrell’s Missouri 
brigade, the extreme left by Brigadier-General Green’s Missouri and Ar- 
kimsas men (both of Bowen’s division), and the center by Brigadier- 
General Vaughn’s brigade of East Tennesseeans, in all about 4,000 men— 
aii many as could be advantageously employed in defending the line-— 
with about twenty pieces of field artillery. So strong was the position, 
that my greatest, almost only, apprehension was a flank movement by 
Bridgeport or Baldwin’s Ferry, which would have endangered my com- 
nunications with Vicksburg. Yet this position was abandoned by our 
troops almost without a struggle and with the loss of nearly all our 
attillery. 

I speak not now of the propriety nor of the necessity of holding this 
position. I had, as heretofore noticed, my object in doing so. I con- 
sidered that object sufficient, and I also deemed the force employed for 
the purpose ample. Brigadier-General Vaughn’s brigade had not been 
engaged at Baker’s Creek; his men were fresh, and I believed were not 
demoralized. I knew thatthe Missouri troops, under their gallant leaders, 
could be depended upon. 

By whose order the battery horses were so far removed from their 
guns as not to be available I do not know; it certainly was not by mine. 
General Bowen, with whom I had a personal interview in his tent on 
the night of the 16th, and who received his instructions from my own 
lips (Lieutenant-Colonel [L. M.] Montgomery, of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby 
Sinith’s staff, being then present and acting as my aide-de-camp), I 
do not believe to be responsible for it. He was too old and too good a 
soldier. Enough, however, will, I think, be developed in a few words 

_to cover the whole case. 
_ Karly on the morning of the 17th, the enemy opened his artillery at 
long range, and very soon pressed forward with infantry into the copse 
of wood north of the railroad. About the same time he opened on Colo- 
nel Cockrell’s position with two batteries, and advanced a line of skir- 
mishers, throwing forward a column of infantry, which was quickly 
driven back by our batteries. Pretty heavy skirmishing was for a 
while kept up along our whole line, but presently the enemy, who had 
massed a large force in the woods immediately north of the railroad, 
advanced at a run with loud cheers. Our troops in their front did not 
remain to receive them, but broke and fled precipitately. One portion 
of the ‘line being broken, it very soon became a matter of sawve qui peut. 

I shall only add with reference to the affair of Big Black, that a strong | 
position, with an ample force of infantry and artillery to hold it, was 
shamefully abandoned almost without resistance. 

The troops occupying the center did not do their duty. With an 
almost impassable bayou between themselves and the enemy, they fled 
before the enemy had reached that obstacle. 

I have received no report from Brigadier-General Vaughn of the 
oyerations of his brigade on this occasion. 

’ Colonel Cockrell says in his official report: 

After a lively skirmish fire had been kept up for some time along our whole front, I 
saw the line between the railroad and first skirt of timber north of the railroad begin- 
ning to give way and then running in disorder. I watched this disorderly falling 
bak a few minutes, when I saw that the enemy had possession of the trenches north 
of the railroad and were rapidly advancing toward the bridge—our only crossing and 
way of escape—the enemy now being nearer this crossing than my line. I therefore 


orilered the brigade to fall back, and, moving rapidly, gained the bridge, crossed over, 
and reformed on the west bank of the river north of the railroad. 
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Colonel [Elijah] Gates, commanding Second Brigade, Bowen’s divis- 
ion, says in his official report : ; 


They (the enemy) formed their men on the river in the timber, where we could not 
see them. They brought their men out by the right flank in column of fours, about 
140 yards in front of my regiment, at a double-quick. I then opened a most terrific 
fire upon them and kept it up until the brigade had passed out of my sight behind a 
grove of timber immediately upon my right. They moved so as to strike the trenches 
occupied by General Vaughn’s brigade, so I aminformed. I donot know whose troops 
were there, but it was immediately on the right of Green’s brigade. After they had 
passed me, I listened for our men to open a heavy volley on my right and drive the 
enemy back. Upon not hearing any firing on the right, I directed Lieutenant-Colonel 
[George W.] Law to mount his horse and go to General Green, and know whether the 
center was holding their position or not. Colonel Law returned in afew minutes and 
said that General Green ordered me to fall back. I did so atonce. After I had got 
back below the bend of the river, I discovered that they had crossed the ditches and 
were between me and the bridge. 


In this precipitate retreat but little order was observed, the object 
with all being to reach the bridge as rapidly as possible. Many were 
unable to do so, but effected their escape by swimming theriver. Some 
were drowned in the attempt; a considerable number, unable to swim, 
and others too timid to expose themselves to the fire of the enemy by 
an effort to escape, remained in the trenches and were made prisoners. 

In this connection I deem it my duty to make the following extract 
from the report of Colonel Cockrell: 


Capt. Thomas B. Wilson, of the Second Infantry, Company G, claiming to have 
been exhausted, did not go with his company into the battle of Baker’s Creek, and 
having made his way to Big Black, joined his company in the rifle-pits early on the 
morning of the 17th instant, and, when his company was ordered to fall back, aban- 
doned his company and remained lying in the rifle-pits, and was captured by the 
enemy, and, while a prisoner, stated to Col. Elijah Gates, of the First Missouri Cav- 
alry, who was also a prisoner, that he (Captain Wilson) intended to take the oath and 
then go to fighting the enemy as a guerrilla. Such conduct merits a dismissal in dis- 
grace, and such an officer should not remain in the way of gallant and efficient officers 
now commanding his company. 


In this opinion I fully concur. 

Neither Brigadier-Generals Bowen nor Green had furnished reports 
of the action on Big Black previous to their death; to the former had 
been intrusted the defense of the teté-de-pont, and he had received my 
instructions in person; the latter had been second in command. Brig- 
adier-General Vaughn having failed to render his report, I am depend- 
ent for the particulars of the action upon those of Colonels Gates and 
Cockrell, which are respectfully forwarded herewith. 

Major Lockett, chief engineer, was instructed to fire both bridges after 
seeing that all the troops had crossed. This was effectually accomplished 
under his personal supervision. The guns in position were ample for 
the defense, but the infantry failing to support them, they were aban- 
doned. Such as were not in position were safely brought from the field, 
placed in battery on the bluff on the west bank, and, with others already 
established and a sufficient force of infantry, held the advancing col- 
umns of the enemy effectually in check. 

It had become painfully apparent to me that the morale of my army 
was not such as to justify an attempt to hold the line of the Big Black 
River. Not only was it greatly weakened by the absence of General 
Loring’s division, but also by the large number of stragglers, who, having 
ADAH One their commands, were already making their way into Vicks- 

urg. 

The enemy, by flank movements on my left by Bridgeport and on my 
right by Baldwin’s or other ferries, might reach Vicksburg almost simul- 
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taneously with myself, or perhaps interpose a heavy force between me 
and that city. Under these circumstances nothing remained but to retire 
the army within the defenses of Vicksburg, and to endeavor as speedily 
as possible to reorganize the depressed and discomfited troops. 

Orders were accordingly issued_at 10 a. m., and Major-General Steven- 
son directed to conduct the retreat, which was executed without haste 
and in good order. I myself proceeded at once to Vicksburg to prepare 
for its defense. 

I think it due to myself, in bringing this portion of my report to a 
conclusion, to state emphatically that the advance movement of the 
army from Edwards Depot on the afternoon of May 15 was made 
against my judgment, in opposition to my previously expressed inten- 
tions, and to the subversion of my matured plans. In one contingency 
alone I had determined to move toward Jackson; the safety of Vicks- 
burg was of paramount importance; under no circumstances could I 
abandon my communications with it. A sufficient force must also be 
left to defend the river front of the city, the approaches by Chickasaw 
Bayou, by Snyder’s Mill, and Warrenton against a coup de main. My 
effective aggregate did not exceed 28,000. At least 8,000 would be re- 
quired for these purposes; it would also be necessary to hold the bridges 
across the Big Black, on the line of the Southern Railroad. With these 
deductions my movable army might reach 18,500. I give this number 
as the maximum. 

In the event, therefore, of the enemy advancing with his whole force 
east of the Mississippi River against Jackson, my communications by 
the shortest line being open would have enabled me to move upon his 
rear. General Johnston’sforces and my own might have formed a junc- 
tion or have attacked simultaneously in front and rear. But I did not 
think it would be wise to attempt to execute this plan until the arrival 
of expected re-enforcements at or near Jackson. Hence I received 
General Johnston’s instructions on the morning of the 14th to move to 
Clinton with all the force I could quickly collect with great regret; and 
I well remember that in the presence of one or more of my staff officers 
I remarked in substance, ‘‘ Such a movement will be suicidal.” Never- 
theless, notifying General Johnston of the fact, I took measures for an 
advance movement at once; not, it is true, directly toward Clinton, but 
in the only direction which, from my knowledge of the circumstances 
surrounding me, I thought offered a possibility of success. Had I 
moved directly to Clinton, the enemy would not have given me battle in 
front, but would have interposed a force greater than my own between 
me and Vicksburg. It is only necessary to refer to the maps accom- 
panying this report * to see how feasible was such a movement. 

I have already given in the body of this report the two letters of in- 
structions from General Johnston, dated respectively May 13 and 15, 
1863. In obedience to the instructions contained in the former, which 
was received on the morning of the 14th, I lost no time in putting my 
army in motion in the direction already stated and for the reasons given. 

About 7 a. m. on the 16th, I received the latter, which reiterated the 
previous instructions. JI had inno measure changed my views as to the 
propriety of the movement therein indicated, but I no longer felt at 
liberty to deviate from General Johnston’s positive orders. He had been 
made aware of my views and did not sustain them. The order of march 
was at once reversed, but the army was hardly in motion before it be- 
came necessary to form line of battle to meet the greatly superior forces 
of the enemy. 


* To appear in Atlas. 
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About 6 p. m. on the 16th, while on the retreat, the following cora- 
munication was handed to me: 


Camp, SEVEN MILES FROM JACKSON, 
May 14, 1863. 


GENERAL: The body of troops mentioned in my note of last night compelled Bri gE 
adier-General Gregg and his command to evacuate Jackson about noon to-day. Te 
necessity of taking the Canton road at right angles to that upon which the enenty 
approaches, prevented an obstinate defense. A body of troops, reported this morning 
to have reached Raymond last night, advanced at the same time from that directioa. 
Prisoners say that it was McPherson’s corps (four divisions), which marched from 
Clinton. Ihave no certain information of the other; both skirmished very cautiously. 
Telegrams were dispatched when the enemy was near, directing General Gist to as- 
semble the approaching troops at a point 40 or 50 miles from Jackson, and General 
Maxey to return to his wagons and provide for the security of his brigade; for in- 
stance, by joining General Gist, That body of troops will be able, I hope, to prevent 
the enemy in Jackson from drawing provisions from the east, and this one may he 


able to keep him from the country toward Panola. Can he supply himself from tle 


Mississippi? Can you not cut him off from it; and, above all, should he be compelled 
to fall back for want of supplies, beat him? As soon as the re-enforcements are all 
up, they must be united to the rest of the army. I am anxious to see a force assembled 
that may be able to inflict a heavy blow upon the enemy. Would it not be better io 
place the forces to support Vicksburg between General Loring and that place, and 
merely observe the ferries, so that you might unite if opportunity to fight presented 
itself? General Gregg will move toward Canton to-morrow. If prisoners tell the 
truth, the force at Jackson must be half of Grant’sarmy. It would decide the cam- 
paign to beat it, which can only be done by concentrating, especially when the ro- 
mainder of the eastern troops arrive; they are to be 12,000 or 13,000. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


It will be observed that General Johnston’s letter of the 15th, which 
caused me to reverse my column, with aview of marching to Clinton, 
was received before the retreat commenced, and about eleven hous 
earlier than the one of the 14th, just presented. I know nothing of the 
causes which produced this result, but I respectfully invite attention to 
the fact that in this letter of the 14th General Johnston suggests the 
very movement which I had made, and for the purpose I had indicated. 
After expressing the hope that certain dispositions made by himself 
might prevent the enemy from drawing provisions from the east or from 
the country toward Panola, he says: 


Can he supply himself from the Mississippi? Can you not cut him off from it; 
and, above all, should he be compelled to fall back for want of supplies, beat him? 


I have introduced General Johnston’s letter entire, that the context, 
as well as that portion te which I have particularly called attention, 
may be considered. I had resisted the popular clamor for an advance, 
which began from the moment the enemy set his polluting foot upon the 
eastern bank of the Mississippi River. I had resisted the universal 
sentiment, I believe of the army—I know of my general officers—in its 
favor, and yielded only to the orders of my superior. I was not invited 
by General Johnston to submit my plans to him for his consideration ; 
it is, therefore, unnecessary now to speak of them. ‘ 

One of the immediate results of the retreat from Big Black was the 
necessity of abandoning our defenses on the Yazoo at Snyder’s Mill. 
That position and the line of Chickasaw Bayou were no longer tenable. 
All stores that could be transported were ordered to be sent into Vicks- 
burg as rapidly as possible; the rest, including heavy guns, to be de- 
stroyed. 

There was at this time a large quantity of corn (probably 25,000 
30,000 bushels) on boats, much of which TIER hee been beonalit is 
had it been possible to furnish the necessary wagons. The boats were 
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sent up theriver. ‘Two companies were directed to remain at Snyder’s 
Mill, making a show of force until the approach of the enemy by land 
Should compel them to retire. To them was intrusted the duty of for- 
warding all stores possible and of destroying the remainder. This de- 
tachment rejoined its command in Vicksburg on the morning of the 
18th. Every precaution was taken to guard the important approaches 
to the city by Forney’s and Smith’s divisions, while the troops which had 
been engaged inthe battles of the 16th and 17th were bivouacked in 
rear of the intrenchments. During these battles, the troops of Major- 
General Forney’s division were disposed as follows: Brigadier-General 
Hébert’s brigade occupied the line along the Yazoo River, from Haynes’ 
Bluff tothe Mississippi, including the approaches by Chickasaw Bayou ; 
Brigadier-General [J. C.] Moore’s brigade, with the Mississippi State 
troops (under General [John V.] Harris) attached (about 600), guarded 
the river front at Warrenton and the approaches from the lower ferries on 
Big Black River; Brigadier-General [I*. A.] Shoup’s brigade, of Major- 
General Smith’s division, guarded the river front of the city; Brigadier- 
General [W. E.] Baldwin’s brigade, with [T. N.] Waul’s Legion attached, 
guarded the approaches to the city from the Hall’s Ferry road around 
to the railroad bridge on the Big Black; the heavy artillery at the bat- 
teries on the river front under Colonel [Edward] Higgins. Brigadier- 
General Moore’s brigade was drawn in at once from Warrenton, and 
placed in the intrenchments on either side of the Baldwin’s Ferry road. 
Brigadier-General Hébert’s brigade arrived before daylight on the 18th, 
bringing with it all the light pieces, and, in addition, two 20-pounder 
*Parrotts and a Whitworth gun. This brigade immediately occupied 
the intrenchments on both sides of the Jackson road. 

On the morning of the 18th, the troops were disposed from right to 
left, as follows: Major-General Stevenson’s division of four brigades 
occupied the line from the Warrenton road, including a portion of the 
river front, to the railroad, a distance of about 5 miles; Major-General 
Forney, with two brigades, the line between the railroad and the Grave- 
yard road, about 2 miles, and Major-General Smith, with three brigades 
(the Mississippi State troops) and a small detachment from Loring’s 
division, the line from the Graveyard road to the river front on the 
north, about 14 miles. Brigadier-General Bowen’s division was held in 
reserve to strengthen any portion of the line most threatened, and Waul’s 
Texas Legion (about 500) was in reserve, especially to support the right 
of Moore’s or the left of Lee’s brigades. On the entire line about one. 
hundred and two pieces of artillery, of different caliber, principally field, 
were placed in position at such points as were deemed most suitable to 
the character of the gun, changes of location being made when occasion 
called for it. An engineer officer, under the supervision of Major 
Lockett, chief engineer of the department, was assigned to each divis- 
ion, with an assistant to each brigade commander. Daily reports were 
made through the proper channel to Major Lockett of the operations of 
the engineer department and of the progress of the enemy’s works. 
Major Lockett thus kept me constantly informed of all important 
changes, making himself a daily report. Instructions had been given 

‘from Bovina that all cattle, sheep, and hogs belonging to private par- 
ties, and likely to fall into the hands of the enemy, should be driven 
within our lines. A large amount of fresh meat was secured in this 
way. The same instructions were given in regard to corn, and all dis- 
posable wagons applied to this end. 

On the 18th, Col. Wirt Adams, who had been previously directed to 
cross to the west bank of the Big Black with all his cavalry, was noti- 
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fied that Snyder’s Mill would be abandoned, and that he was expected 
to operate on the flank and rear of the enemy, with the view of cutting 
off his supplies in that direction. Colonel Adams’ force was, however, 
very inadequate to this purpose. 

During the night of the 17th, nothing of importance occurred. Most 
of the artillery was speedily placed in position on the lines, and imme- 
diate measures were taken to arm all men who had either unavoidably 
lost or who had thrown away their arms on the retreat. 

General Johnston was notified on the 17th of the result of the battles 
of Baker’s Creek and Big Black, and infurmed that I had in consequence 
been compelled to evacuate Snyder’s Mill. 

About noonof May 18, while engaged in an inspection of the intrench- 
ments with Major Lockett, my chief engineer, and several of my general 
officers, the enemy was reported to be advancing by the Jackson road. 
Just at this moment the following communication was reeeived by 
courier: 


CAMP, BETWEEN LIVINGSTON AND BROWNSVILLE, 
May 17, 1863. 


Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON: 


Your dispatch of to-day by Captain [Thomas] Henderson was received. | If Haynes’ 
Bluff is untenable, Vicksburg is of no value and cannot be held. If, therefore, you 
are invested in Vicksburg, you must ultimately surrender. Under such circumstances, 
instead of losing both troops and place, we must, if possible, save the troops. If it 
is not too late, evacuate Vicksburg and its dependencies, and march to the northeast. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 


General. 


Theevacuation of Vicksburg! Itmeantthe loss of the valuable stores 
and munitions of war collected for its defense; the fall of Port Hudson; 
the surrender of the Mississippi River, and the severance of the Confed- 
eracy. These were mighty interests, which, had I deemed the evacua- 
tion practicable in the sense in which I interpreted General Johnston’s 
instructions, might well have made me hesitate to execute them. I be. 
lieved it to be in my power to hold Vicksburg. I knew and appreciated 
the earnest desire of the Government and of the people that it should be 
held. I knew, perhaps better than any other individual, under all the 
circumstances, its capacity for defense. As long ago as February 17 
last, in a letter addressed to His Excellency the President, I had sug- 
gested the possibility of the investment of Vicksburg by land and water, 
and for that reason the necessity of ample supplies of ammunition as 
well as of subsistence to stand asiege. My application met his favorable 
consideration, and additional ammunition was ordered. With proper 
economy of subsistence and ordnance stores, I knew that I could stand 
a siege. I had a firm reliance on the desire of the President and of 
General Johnston to do all that could be done to raise a siege. I felt 

that every effort would be made, and I believed it would be successful. 
With these convictions on my own mind, I immediately summoned a 
council of war composed of all my general officers. I laid before them 
General Johnston’s communication, but desired them to confine the ex- 
pression of their opinions to the question of practicability. Having 
obtained their views, the following communication was addressed to 
General Johnston: 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Vicksburg, May 18, 1863. 
General Josmrpn E. JOHNSTON: z : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, in 


reply to mine by the hands of Captain [Thomas] Henderson. Ina subsequent letter of 
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same date as this latter, Linformed you that the men had failed to hold the trenches at 
Big Black Bridge, and that, as a consequence, Snyder’s Mill was directed to be aban- 
doned. On the receipt of your communication, I immediately assembled a council of 
war of the general officers of this command, and having laid your instructions before 
them, asked the free expression of their opinions as to the practicability of carrying 
them out. The opinion was unanimously expressed that it was impossible to with- 
draw the army from this position with such morale and material as to be of further 
service to the Confederacy. While the council of war was assembled, the guns of the 
enemy opened on the works, and it was at the same time reported that they were cross- 
ing the Yazoo River at Brandon’s Ferry, above Snyder’s Mill. Ihave decided to hold 
Vicksburg as long as is possible, with the firm hope that the Government may yet be 
able to assist me in keeping this obstruction to the enemy’s free navigation of the 
Mississippi River. Istill conceive it to be the most important point in the Confederacy. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 


Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


The development of the intrenched line from the extreme right of 
Major-General Stevenson’s position to the left of Major-General Smith’s 
was about 8 miles, the shortest defensible line of which the topography 
of the country admitted. The plan was submitted to me immediately 
after [assumed command of the Department of Mississippi and Eastern 
Louisiana, in the latter part of Oetober, 1862; was approved, and ordered 
to be carried out with the utmost dispatch. Similar instructions were 
about the same time given for fortifying the strong position at Snyder’s 
Mill, and the land defenses of Port. Hudson were also ordered to be 
commenced at once. The line of defense around the city of Vicksburg 
consisted (as is shown in the map accompanying the report of Major 
[S. H.] Lockett, chief engineer) of a system of detached works (redans, 
lunettes, and redoubts) on the prominent and commanding points, with 
the usual profile of raised field works, connected in most cases by rifle- 
pits. To man the entire line, I was able to bring into the trenches about 
eighteen thousand five hundred muskets, but it was absolutely neces- 
sary to keep a reserve always ready to re-enforce any point heavily 
threatened. It became indispensable, therefore, to reduce the number 
in the trenches to the minimum capable of holding them until a re- 
serve could come to their aid. It was also necessary that the reserve 
should be composed of troops among the best and most reliable. <Ac- 
cordingly, Bowen’s division (about 2,400) and Waul’s Texas Legion 
(about 500) were designated for that purpose, thus reducing the force 
in the trenches to little over 15,500 men. The Legion was on the 18th 
agsigned as a reserve to Forney’s division, and was held in rear of 
Brigadier-General Moore’s right, but on the evening of the 19th was 
transferred to Stevenson’s division, and during the remainder of the 
siege was held in rear of Brigadier-General Lee’s brigade, occupying 
one of the most exposed and important positions on the whole line. 

On the night of the 17th, and during the 18th, Major-General Smith, 
misapprehending my instructions given him immediately after my re- 
turn from the Big Black, had occupied an outer line of defense on the 
range of hills north of the Fort Hill road. This line had undoubtedly 
some advantages; it was within 600 yards of the inner line, and partially 
commanded one.of our most important river batteries. I considered, 
however, that the increased length which would necessarily be given to 
the whole line of defense, the intervening valley, and other objections to 
its occupation more than counterbalanced the advantages ; the troops 
and artillery were, therefore, on the night of the 18th silently and safely 
withdrawn, and General Smith’s division occupied the inner line during 
the remainder of the siege. The enemy, however, had made during the 
day a demonstration with artillery and infantry on his position, and 
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early on the morning of the 19th he occupied the abandoned heights. 
During the day there was constant and heavy skirmishing along the 
left of our center on the Graveyard road, accompanied with brisk ar- 
tillery fire. In the afternoon the enemy made a charge on Smith’s right 
and Korney’s left, but was severely repulsed, losing two stand of colors. 
Later their sharpshooters and artillery opened heavily on the Jackson 
and Baldwin’s Ferry road. | 
A courier was dispatched with the foJowing telegram to the Presi- 
dent: 
"We are occupying the trenches around Vicksburg. The enemy is investing it, and 
will probably attempt an assault. Ourmen have considerably recovered their morale, 


but unless a large force is sent at once to relieve it, Vicksburg before long must fall. 
J have used every effort to prevent all this, but in vain. 


20th.—The enemy continued to move from our right with heavy can- 
nonading toward the center and left; three guns temporarily disabled. 
At noon the mortar fleet of Admiral Porter took position on the west 
side of the peninsula, and commenced the bombardment of the city. 

The following dispatch was forwarded by courier to General Johnston: 

The enemy assaulted our intrenched lines yesterday at two points (center and left), 
and was repulsed with heavy loss. Our loss small. I cannot estimate the enemy’s 
force now engaged around Vicksburg at less than 60,000; it is probably more. At 
this hour (8,30 a. m.) he is briskly cannonading with long-range guns. That we may 
save ammunition, his fire israrely returned. At present our main necessity is musket- 
caps. Can you send them to me by hands of couriers or citizens? An army will be 
necessary to relieve Vicksburg, and that quickly. Will it not besent? Please let 
me hear from you, if possible. 


21st.—The fire from the mortar fleet continued without intermission, 
accompanied by heavy musketry and artillery fire from the rear, to 
which but slight response was given. Several guns were dismounted, 
and a number of officers and men killed and wounded. In the after- 
noon the enemy’s gunboats steamed up and threw a large number of 
shells into’ the city, but without material damage. Anticipating an 
attack on the right, General Bowen was ordered to hold his command 
in readiness to assist the threatened point; and that the safety of the 
magazines might be secured from the possible danger of disloyal persons 
within the lines, General Stevenson was ordered to organize a guard for 
their protection from among the most reputable of the citizens, and to 
place the guard under the command of a commissioned officer. The 
prospect of a protracted siege, and the uncertainty as to how many as- 
saults we might have to repel, and in view of the possibility of having 
to march out from our intrenchments to meet and co-operate with an 
assisting army expected under General Johnston, rendered it a matter 
of vital importance that every charge of ammunition on hand should be 
hoarded with the most jealous care. The amount of ammunition in 
Vicksburg, though large, would not have sufficed for an unlimited daily 
expenditure for a protracted period. The importance of the most rigid 
economy, therefore, in its use was apparent, and strict orders were con- 
sequently issued against all picket skirmishing and artillery duels where 
neither served any useful purpose. These orders were repeated as oc- 
casion required. 

It being impracticable to continue feeding the large number of mules 
and horses then in Vicksburg, General Stevenson was directed to have 
them driven beyond the lines for pasturage, or, if practicable, to send 
them in charge of a detail to General Johnston. By this means wa 
were relieved of a serious incumbrance, which would else have drawn 
heavily upon our limited supplies of forage. 
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Another courier was to-day sent to General Johnston with the fol- 
lowing dispatches: 


During the past two days the enemy has passed up the river in transports in large 
force for a point not yet discovered. 

The enemy has continued a spirited fire all day; also his shelling from mortar-boats. 
Our men have replied rarely. Two large transports came down loaded with troops. 
They are evidently re-enforcing their present large force. Am I to expect re-enforce- 
ments? From what direction, and how soon? Have you heard anything from Gen- 
eral Loring? Can you send me musket-caps by courier? 

The enemy kept up incessant sharpshooting all yesterday on the left and center, 
and picked off our officers and men whenever they showed themselves. Their artil- 
lery fire was very heavy; plowed up our works considerably, and dismounted two 
guns on the center. The works were repaired, and the guns replaced last night. 
The great question is ammunition. The men credit and are encouraged by a report 
that you are near with a large force. They are fighting in good spirits, and the 
reorganization is complete. 


P. §.—Brisk musketry and artillery fire to-day on center. Three guns there dit- 
mounted; will be replaced as far as possible. Officers suffer most from their sharpi- 
shooters. Incessant mortar-firing from the river, and last night three of their gun- 
boats engaged the lower batteries. 


22d.—The fire from the enemy’s artillery and sharpshooters in the rear 
was heavy and incessant until noon, when his gunboats opened upon 
the city, while a determined assault was made along Moore’s, Hébert’s, 
and Lee’s lines. I cannot better describe this assault than by the fol- 
lowing extracts from the official reports of my several division com- 
manders. General Stevenson says in his report: 

On the morning of May 22, many indications showed that they (the enemy) contem- 
plated an assault upon the line of General Lee. A tremendous artillery fire was opened 
and kept up for about two hours, while the fire of their large force of sharpshooteis 
was heavy and incessant. 

At about 1 p. m. a heavy force moved out to the assault, making a gallant charge. 
They were allowed to approach unmolested to within good musket range, when every 
available gun was opened upon them with grape and canister, and the men, rising io 
the trenches, poured into their ranks volley after volley with so deadly an effect thai, 
leaving the ground literally covered in some places with their dead and wounded, they 
precipitately retreated. 


The angle of one of our redoubts having been breached by their ar- 
tillery previous to the assault, when the repulse occurred, a party of 
about 60 of the enemy, under the command of a lieutenant-colonel, made 
a rush, and succeeded in effecting a lodgment in the ditch at the foot of 
the redoubt, and planted two colors on the parapet. It was of vital 
importance to drive them out, and, upon a call for volunteers for that 
purpose, two companies of Waul’s Texas Legion, commanded, respect 
ively, by Captain [L. D.] Bradley and Lieutenant [James] Hogue, ac- 
companied by the gallant and chivalrous Col. I. W. Pettus, of the 
Twentieth Alabama Regiment, musket in hand, promptly presented 
themselves for the hazardous service. Of their success and the manner 
in which it was achieved, General Stevenson says: 

A more gallant feat than this has not illustrated our annals during the war. The 
preparations were quietly and quickly made, but the enemy seemed at once to divine 
our purpose, and opened upon the angle a terrible fire of shot, shell, and musketry. iA 
Undaunted, this little band, its chivalrous commander at its head, rushed upon tho 
work, and, in less time than it requires to describe it, it and the flags were in our pos- 
session. Preparations were then quickly made for the use of hand-grenades, when 
the enemy in the ditch, being informed of our purpose, immediately surrendered. 

General Forney in his report, speaking of the assault upon our in- 
trenchment, says : 

On May 22, he assaulted three points on my line as follows: Three times on my e- 


treme left, and extending to General Smith’s front; twice on the Jackson road, and 
twice on the Baldwin’s Ferry road, at 11 a. m, and 5 p. m, 
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These assaults were made by larger bodies, and apparently with greater determina- 
tion, than those of May 19. : 

Colonel Waul’s Legion had previously been sent to General Stevenson, but Green’s 
brigade, of Bowen’s division, was in reserve behind my right, and assisted in repell- 
ing the attack at that point. There were also on this day two Louisiana regiments 
of Smith’s division in reserve behind my division. : : 

The enemy was repulsed in each of his attempts, though he succeeded in getting a 
few men into our exterior ditches at each point of attack, from which they were, how- 
ever, driven before night. Hand-grenades were used at each point with good effect. 

A color-bearer and two stand of colors were captured by the Second Texas Regi- 
ment, of Moore’s brigade. : & 

On this day the casualties in my division were 42 killed and 95 wounded. The loss 
of the enemy must have reached 2,000, 


General Smith, in his report of this assault, says: 


The 22d passed in the same manner until about 2 p.m., when a column was dis- 
covered advancing against the right of Shoup’s brigade. It was immediately driven 
back. Another then approached on the right of thecenter. This was dispersed with- 

‘out great effort and with considerable loss. Again the enemy appeared in increased 
force on my right and Forney’s left. He was promptly repulsed with heavy loss. 
This terminated the day’s operations, with the exception of the same heavy fire of 
musketry and artillery kept up until dark along my entire front. After these several 
decided repulses, the enemy seemed to have abandoned the idea of taking by assault, 
and went vigorously at work to thoroughly invest andattack by regular approaches; 
and the history of one day is pretty much the history of all. 


23d.—This day was unusually quiet, with but little artillery firing until 
late in the afternoon. The sharpshooters of the enemy were more cau- 
tious, and he was evidently staggered by the severe repulse of the day 
previous. Many of his dead were still lying unburied in sight of our 
trenches. The fire from the mortar-fleet continued heavy and incessant. 
At night the engineers were again busily engaged in repairing the works 
in front of Lee, Moore, and Hébert, which were badly shattered. 

24th.— At an early hour the mortar-fleet opened and kept up a continu- 
ous and heavy bombardment throughout theday. Just before dark the 
artillery from the rear opened a rapid and heavy fire, but not of long 
duration. In the afternoon the enemy attempted to mine our works on 
the Jackson road, but were soon driven off by the use of hand-grenades. 
During thenightthe engineers were engaged in increasing and strength- 
ening our works. Before daylight our river pickets captured a barge 
eee with coal, which was sunk, it being found impracticable to un- 
load it. 

General Stevenson was ordered to have collected all the ammunition 
scattered in front of our trenches, and to have the cartridge-boxes of the 
enemy’s dead emptied of their contents, it being important to add in 
any way to our limited supply of ammunition, and of musket-caps es- 
pecially, of which latter we stood greatly in need, having one million 
more of cartridges than caps, without which latter, of course, the former 
could be of no possible value. 

25th.—The enemy appeared in force to-day en the Warrenton and 
Hall’s Ferry roads. The firing was about as usual until 6 o’clock, when 
a cessation of hostilities was agreed upon, to permit the enemy to bury 
his dead, killed in the assault of Friday. The following is the corre- 
spondence on the subject : 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 

: Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 1863. 
COMMANDING GENERAL UNITED STATES FORCES, 
In Front of Vicksburg : 

Sir: Two days having elapsed since your dead and wounded have been lying in our 
front, and as yet no disposition on your part of a desire to remove them being exhibited, 
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in the name of humanity I have the honor to propose a cessation of hostilities for two 
hours and a half, that you may be enabled to remove your dead and dying men. If 
you cannot do this, on notification from you that hostilities will be suspended on your 
part for the time specified, I will endeavor to have the dead buried and the wounded 
cared for. ' 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. C. PEMBERTON, 
* Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


To which communication the following reply was received : 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 1863—3.30 p. m. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Vicksburg, Miss. : 


Str: Your note of this date, proposing a cessation of hostilities for two hours and a 
half, for the purpose of giving me an opportunity of collecting the dead and wounded, 
is just received. Asit will take some time to send word to all my forces to avail them: 
selves of the opportunity afforded, and to return this to you, so that notice may be 
given to your troops of the cessation of hostilities, I will name 6 p. m. to-day as the 
hour when we will commence collecting any wounded or dead we may have still upon 
ae field. From that hour for two hours and a half all hostilities shall cease on our 
side. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


During the day about 100 prisoners were captured, and a working 
party was sent to throw up obstructions on the flat below the city. No 
circumstance worthy of special note occurred between this date and that 
of the 27th. The enemy evidently was discouraged by his previous fruit- 
less and costly assaults upon our works in the rear, and he therefore 
determined, if possible, to attempt to silence our upper battery, and then 
by the aid of his gunboats to effect a lodgment in the trenches immedi- 
ately above and beyond it. 

With this design, on the morning of the 27th, at about 9 o’clock, four 
of his boats engaged our lower batteries; at the same time the Cincia- 
nati, a turreted iron-clad of the largest class, and carrying fourteen guns, 
pushed boldly down the river, rounded the peninsula, and was soon 
hotly engaged with our upper battery at short range. After a spirited 
engagement of about forty-five minutes, the Cincinnati was rendered a 
complete wreck, and only escaped total destruction by being run aground 
on the Mississippi shore, where she is probably still lying. The lower 
fleet, witnessing her discomfiture, soon drew off; with what damage to 
themselves it is impossible to say. 

The firing from our batteries was most excellent, and too much praise 
cannot be awarded to Colonel [E.] Higgins, his officers and men, for 
their gallantry, coolness, and skill. The enemy still continued to work 
steadily in completing and strengthening his line of circumvallation. 
His fire of both musketry and artillery was continuous during each day. 
Major [H. M.] Mathews, ordnance officer, was instructed to have the 
large number of unexploded Parrott shells scattered around the city 
sent to Paxton’s foundry and recapped. 

On the morning of the 29th, the enemy opened a terrific fire from the 
rear, and for four hours a storm of shot and shell was rained upon the 
city, seriously damaging many buildings, killing and wounding a large 
number of soldiers and citizens. During the day Ellet’s Marine Brigade 
arrived, and anchored at the bend above. Two couriers had arrived 
from General Johnston on the 28th and 29th, respectively. The former 
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brought 18,000 caps, and the latter 20,000, and the following dispatch, 
the first received since the 18th: 

May 25, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON : 


My last note was returned by the bearer. Two hundred thousand caps have been sent. 
It will be continued as they arrive. Bragg is sending a division. When it comes, I 
will move to you. Which do you think the best route? How and where is the enemy 
encamped? What is your force? 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


The 200,000 caps mentioned in the above dispatch were captured by 
the enemy. I dispatched the following in reply: 

Your dispatch of 25th received this evening with 20,000 caps; Fontaine yesterday 
with 18,000. No messenger from you since 18th. I have 18,000 men to man the lines 
and river front; no reserves; I do not think you should move with less than 30,000 
or 35,000, and then, if possible, toward Snydev’s Mill, giving me notice of the time 
of your approach. The enemy encompasses my lines from right to left flank, occu- 
pying allroads. He has-three corps—Sherman on my left, McPherson center, McCler- 
nand on my right. Hurlbut’s division from Memphis and Ellet’s Marine Brigade, the 
last afloat. JEinemy has made several assaults. My men are in good spirits, awaiting 
your arrival. Since investment we have lost about 1,000 men—many officers. You 
may depend on my holding the place as long as possible. On the 27th we sunk one 
of their best iron-clad gunboats. 


On the 30th, I again dispatched as follows: 


Scouts report the enemy to have withdrawn most of his forces from our right yes- 
terday, leaving Hall’s Ferry road open, I apprehend, for a movement against you. I 
expect this courier to return to me. 


The meat ration having been reduced one-half, that of sugar, rice, and 
beans was largely increased. It was important above all things that 
every encouragement should be given to the troops. With this object 
in view, I ordered the impressment of chewing tobacco and its issue to 
the troops. This had a very beneficial influence. The enemy kept 
Steadily at work day and night, and, taking advantage of the cover of 
the hills, had run his parallels up to within 75 yards of our works. He 
was also mining at different points, and it required the active and con- 
stant attention of our engineers to repair at night the damage inflicted 
upon our works during the day, and to meet his different mines by 
counter-mining. Orders were issued to prepare thunder barrels and 
petards for the defense of weak points, and every precaution was taken 
to check the enemy in his operations and to delay them as far as pos- 
sible. 

On June 7, the following dispatch was sent to General Johnston: 

Tam still without information from you later than your dispatch of the 25th. The 
enemy continues to intrench his position around Vicksburg. I have sent out couriers 
to you almost daily. The same men are constantly inthe trenches, but are still in good 
spirits, expecting your approach. The enemy is so vigilant that it is impossible to 
obtain reliable information. When may I expect you to move, and in what direc- 
tion? My subsistence may be put down for about twenty days. : 

On the 10th, I again dispatched as follows: 


The enemy bombard day and night, from seven mortars on opposite side of penin- 
sula. He also keeps up constant fire on our lines with artillery and sharpshooters. 
We are losing many officers and men. I am waiting most anxiously to know your 
intentions, Have heard nothing of you nor from you since May 25. IJ shall endeavor 
to hold out as long as we have anything to eat. Can you not send me a verbal mes- 
sage by a courier crossing the river above or below Vicksburg and swimming across 
again opposite Vicksburg ? 


Again, on the 12th, I dispatched as follows: 


Courier Walker arrived this morning with caps. No message from you. Very 
heavy firing yesterday from mortars and on lines. 
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About this time our provisions, particularly of meat, having become 
almost exhausted, General Stevenson was instructed to impress all cattle 
in the city, and the chief commissary directed to sell only one ration 
per diem to any officer. He was also instructed to issue for bread equal 
portions of rice and flour, four ounces of each. 

About the 13th, Captain Sanders arrived from Jackson via Steele’s 
Bayou with 200,000 percussion-caps, and a day or two subsequent I re- 
ceived the following dispatch from General Johnston: 

. May 29, 1863. 

Tam too weak to save Vicksburg. Can do no more than attempt to save you and 
your garrison. It will be impossible to extricate you unless you co-operate and we 


aly supporting movements. Communicate your plans and suggestions, if 
possible. 


On the 14th and 15th, I addressed General Johnston as follows: 


VICKSBURG, June 14, 1863. 
Last night Captain Sanders arrived with 200,000 caps, but brought no information 
as to your position or movements. The enemy is landing troops in large numbers on 
Louisiana shore above Vicksburg. They are probably from Memphis, but it may be 
from Yazoo; I cannot ascertain positively. On the Graveyard road the enemy has 
run his saps to within 25 yards of our works. He will probably attempt to sink a mine. 
I shall try to thwart him. I am anxiously expecting to hear from you to arrange for 
co-operation. 
VICKSBURG, June 15, 1863. 


_ The enemy has placed several very heavy guns in position against our works, and 
is approaching them very nearly by sap. His fire is almost continuous. Our men 
have no relief; are becoming much fatigued, but are still in pretty good spirits. I 
think your movement should be made as soon as possible. The enemy is receiving 
re-enforcements. We are living on greatly reduced rations, but I think sufficient for 
twenty days yet. 


The enemy had now placed in position on the peninsula several very 
heavy guns, the fire of which was very destructive; and though re- 
peated attempts were made, we could not succeed in silencing them. 

On the 19th, the following telegram was sent to General Johnston: 


The enemy opened all his batteries on our lines about 3.30 o’clock this morning, and 
continued the heaviest fire we have yet sustained until 8 o’clock, but he did not as- 
sault our works. Artillery is reported to have been distinctly heard about 2 a. m. 
toward and east of Snyder’s Mill, supposed to have been an engagement with your 
troops. On the Graveyard road the enemy’s works are within 25 feet of our redan; 
also very close on Jackson and Baldwin’s Ferry roads. I hope you will advance 
with the least possible delay. My men have been thirty-four days and nights in 
trenches, without relief, and the enemy within conversation distance. Weare living 
on very reduced rations, and, as you know, are entirely isolated. What aid am I to 
expect from you? The bearer, Captain [G. D.] Wise, can be confided in. 


On the night of the 22d, a party from Cumming’s Georgia brigade, 
Stevenson’s division, made a gallant sortie on the Hall’s Ferry road, and 
captured alieutenant-colonel and 12 men, with theirintrenching tools, &c. 

On the night of the 23d, a heavy skirmish occurred in front of Cum- 
ming’s line for the possession of a picket station, which resulted in the 


repulse of the enemy. 
Under date of the 21st, the following dispatch was sent out to General 


Jobnston: ; 


Your dispatches of 14th and 16th received. If it is absolutely impossible, in your 
opinion, to raise the siege with our combined forces, and that nothing more can be done 
than to extricate this garrison, I suggest that, giving me full information in time to act, 
you move by the north of the railroad, drive in the enemy’s pickets at night, and at 
daylight next morning engage him heavily with skirmishers, occupying him during 
the entire day, and that on that night I move by the Warrenton road by Hankinson’s 
¥erry, to which point you should previously send a brigade of cavalry, with two field 
batteries, to build a bridge there and hold that ferry; also Hall’s and Baldwin’s, to 
cover my crossing at Hankinson’s. I-shail not be able to move with my artillery or 
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wagons, I suggest this as the best plan, because all the other roads are too strongly 
intrenched and the enemy in too heavy force for a reasonable prospect of success, 
unless you move in sufficient force to compel him to abandon his communication with 
Snyder’s, which I still hope we may be able to do. I await your orders. Captain 
[J. M.] Couper understands all my views, and will explain further. 


Linsert here two dispatches from General Johnston received about 
this time, one of which is acknowledged in my letter above: 


JUNE 14, 1863. 


All that we can attempt is to save you and your garrison. To do this, exact co- 
operation is indispensable. By fighting the enemy simultaneously at the same point 
of his line, you may be extricated. Our joint forces cannot raise the siege of Vicka- 
burg. My communications with the rear can best be preserved by operating north of 
railroad. Inform me as soon as possible what point will suit you best. Your dis- 
patches of the 12th received. General Taylor, with 8,000 men, will endeavor to open 
communication with you from Richmond. 


JUNE 22, 1863. 


Your dispatch of the 15th received. General Taylor is sent by General E. Kirby 
Smith to co-operate with you from the west bank of the river, to throw in supplies, 
and to cross with his force, if expedient and practicable. I will have the means of 
moving toward the enemy in a day or two, and will try to make a diversion in your 
favor, and, if possible, communicate with you, though I fear my force is too small to 
effect the latter. I have only two-thirds of the force you told Messenger Saunders to 
state to as the least with which I ought to make an attempt. Scouts report the 
enemy fomfying toward us and the roads blocked. If I can do nothing to relieve 
you, rather than surrender the garrison, endeavor to cross the river at the last moment 
if you and General Taylor communicate. 


Late in the afternoon of the 25th, the enemy exploded his first mine 
under the parapet of General Forney’s works. In his official report 
that officer says : 


The explosion effected a breach, through which the enemy immediately attempted 
to charge, but was promptly and gallantly repulsed. The Sixth Missouri Regiment, 
which had been held in reserve, was on the spot immediately after the explosion, and 
its commander (Col. Eugene Erwin) was instantly killed while attempting to lead a - 
charge over the works. Six men of the Forty-third Mississippi Regiment, who were 
in a shaft countermining at the time of the explosion, were buried and lost. At dark 
the enemy had possessed himself of the ditch and slope of the parapet, and our forces 
retired to an interior line a few feet back. This point was now re-enforced by Colonel 
[F. M.] Cockrell’s brigade, of Bowen’s division, and work was resumed by the enemy 
and by us, they mining and we countermining. 


From this time until the 1st [July] nothing of moment occurred. On 
-that day, however, the enemy sprung another mine on the right of the 
Jackson road, which is thus spoken of by General Forney in his ro- 
port: 

The result was the entire demolition of the redan, leaving only an immense chasin 
where it stood. The greater portion of the earth was thrown toward the enemy, the 
line of least resistance being in that direction. Our interior line was much injured. 
Nine men who were countermining were necessarily lost, and a large number of those 
manning the works were killed and wounded. ‘The enemy, however, made no ate 
tempt to charge, seeming satisfied with having materially weakened the position. I 
understand that the amount of powder used by the enemy in this explosion was one ton, 
While all this was taking place on the Jackson road, the enemy was by no meansidle 
at other points. At the work on the Baldwin’s Ferry road, his sappers had nearly 


reached the ditch. Atthis place we sprung a countermine, which was, unfortunately, 
a little premature. 


From this time forward our engineers were kept constantly and busily 
employed in countermining against the enemy, who was at work day 
and night in mining on different portions of the line. About this time, 
our stock of bacon -having been almost exhausted, the experiment of 
using mule meat as a substitute was tried, it being issued only to those 
who desired to use.it, and I am gratified to say it was found by both 
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officers and men not only nutritious, but very palatable, and every way 
preferable to poor beef. ‘ | 

I have already given in extenso the several letters received from Gen- 
eral Johnston up to this time, and my replies thereto. In this connection 
I take oceasion to introduce General Johnston’s letter of June 27, which 
was never received by me, but a copy of which General Johnston was 
kind enough to furnish. ; 

, JUNE 27, 1863. 

Your dispatch of the 22d received. General E. K. Smith’s troops have been mis- 
managed, and have fallen back to Delhi. Ihave sent a special messenger, urging him 
to assume direct command. The determined spirit you manifest and his expected co- 
operation encourage me to hope something may yet be done to save Vicksburg, and 
to postpone both the modes suggested of merely extricating the garrison. Negotia- 
tions with Grant for the relief of the garrison, should they become necessary, must be 
made by you. It would be a confession of weakness on my part, which I ought not 
to make, to propose them. When it becomes necessary to make terms, they may be 
considered as made under my authority. 


To preserve the continuity of the narrative, and that events may be 
mentioned in the order of their dates, I also give General Johnston’s 
letter of July 3, which was received by me on the 10th: 


CAMP NEAR BIRDSONG Ferry, July 3, [1863.] 


Your dispatches of the 28th were destroyed by messenger. He states that General 
Smith’s troops were driven back to Monroe. This statement and his account of your 
condition make me thinkit necessary to create a diversion, and thus enable you to cut 
your way outif the time has arrived for you to do this. Of that time I cannot judge; 
you must, as it depends upon your condition. I hope to attack the enemy in your 
front the 7th, and your co-operation will be necessary. The manner and the proper 
point for you to bring the garrison out must be determined by you, from your superior 
knowledge of the ground and distribution of the enemy’s forces. Our firing will show 
you where we are engaged. If Vicksburg cannot be saved, the garrison must. 


On July 1, I felt satisfied that the time had arrived when it was nec- 
essary either to evacuate the city and cut my way out or to capitulate 
upon the best attainable terms. My own inclination led me to favor the 
former. With this view, therefore, I addressed to my division com- 
manders—Generals Stevenson, Forney, Smith, and Bowen—the follow- 
ing communication : 


HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Vicksburg, July 1, 1863. 


GENERAL: Unless the siege of Vicksburg is raised or supplies are thrown in, it will 
become necessary very shortly to evacuate the place. I see no prospect of the former, 
and there are many great, if not insuperable, obstacles in the way of the latter. You 
are, therefore, requested to inform me with as little delay as possible as to the condi- 
tion of your troops, and their ability to make the marches and undergo the fatigues 
necessary to accomplish a successful evacuation. You will, of course, use the utmost 
discretion while informing yourself through your subordinates upon all points tending 
to a clear elucidation of the subjects of my inquiry. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
: ‘ J. C. PEMBERTON, 


Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


The next day I received a reply from each of these officers, which is 


herewith submitted : 
HEADQUARTERS STEVENSON’S DIVISION, 
Vicksburg, July 2, 1863. 

GENERAL: Your note (confidential) of yesterday, requesting me to inform you as 
to the condition of my troops and their ability to make the marches and undergo the 
fatigue necessary to accomplish a successful evacuation of this city, was duly received, 
and I have the honor to reply thereto as follows: My men are very cheerful, but from 
long confinement (more than forty-five days) in the trenches on short rations, are 
necessarily much enfeebled, and a considerable number would be unable to make the 
marches and undergo the fatigues which would probably be necessary to a successful 
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evacuation of this city. If pressed by the enemy, and it should be necessary to place 
the Big Black in our rear in one march, the chances are that a large number of them 
now in the trenches could not succeed. I believe, however, that most of them, rather 
than be captured, would exert themselves to the utmost to accomplish it. I respect- 
fully transmit herewith the opinions of my brigade commanders on these points. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
g C. L. STEVENSON, 


Major-General. 


DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Vicksburg, July 2, 1863. 


Gunrrat: In reply to your confidential note of yesterday, requesting to be informed 
as to the condition of my troops and their ability to make the marches and undergo 
the fatigues necessary to accomplish a successful evacuation, as heartrending as the 
reply may be, I have to state that I concur in the unanimous opinion of the brigade 
and regimental commanders, that the physical condition and health of our men are 
not sufficiently good to enable them to accomplish successfully the evacuation. The 
spirit of the men is still, however, unshaken, and I am satisfied they will cheerfully 
continue to bear the fatigues and privations of the siege. I inclose herewith for your 
further information the brigade reports. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. FORNEY, 
Major-General. 


DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, July 2, 1863. 


GENERAL: Your note of yesterday desires of me a reply on two points, viz: The 
condition of my troops, and their ability to make the marches and undergo the fatigue 
necessary to a successful evacuation of this place. The length of the marches and 
the amount of fatigue necessary to a successful evacuation not being indicated, I 
confine myself to giving the following information and opinions: There are about 
3,000 men in my division, including State troops, in a condition to undertake a march 
of 8-or 10 miles a day in this weather, if there is an opportunity of resting at inter- 
‘vals. Out of these 3,000, only about 2,000 are considered reliable in case we are strongly 
opposed and much harassed. <A secret evacuation I consider almost impossible, on 
account of the temper of many in my command, who would, of necessity, be left be- 
hind, not to mention their natural timidity when left alone, which would induce them 
to at once get into communication with the enemy for their own fancied safety. I 
would really expect the enemy to become aware of the movement before my command 
had cleared the right of our line. It is proper to mention that the 2,000 alluded to 
have suffered severely in the loss of field officers during the siege; and while their in- 
dividual bravery remains the same, they will be more readily thrown into confusion 
from want of officers to handle them, if forced to halt and go through any formation 
to oppose an enemy. In other-words, while under the impression that the troops will 
to-day resist an assault as obstinately, or perhaps more so, as when they first manned 
the trenches, I do not think they would do as well out of them and in the field. 

I believe that General Johnston either has or will fight Grant, and my hope has 
been that he would be successful and in time to relieve us. At present, however, I see 
no chance of timely relief from him, and his dispatches have never indicated a hope 
of being able to raise the siege. Under these circumstances, I deem it best to propose 
terms of capitulation before forced to do so from want of provisions. - 

The following, although not called for by your note, is respectfully stated on account 
of a personal conversation had some days since. In regard to evacuating with or 
without entering into terms of agreement with the enemy, I should much prefer the 
former, There is to my mind no practical difference between giving up a place openly 
or secretly. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. L. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS BOWEN’sS DIviIsIon, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 2, 1863. 

GENERAL: In reply to your inquiry of this morning in regard to the condition of 
my command to force their way through the enemy’s lines in case that the necessity 
should arise to evacuate this position, I have the honor to state that my men are in 
as good, if not better spirits, than any others in the line, and able to stand as much 
fatigue, yet I do not consider them capable (physically) of enduring the hardships in- 
cident to such an undertaking. Forty-five days’ incessant duty day and night, with 
short rations, the wear of both mind and body incident to our situation, has had a 
marked effect upon them, and I am satisfied they cannot give battle and march over 
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10 or 12 miles in the same day. In view of the fact that General Johnston has never 
held out the slightest hope to us that the siege could be raised; that his demonstra- 
tion in our favor to relieve this exhausted garrison would of necessity be sufficient to 
raise it, I see no alternative but to endeavor to-rescue the command by making terms 
with the enemy. Under the most favorable circumstances, were we to cut our way 
out, we could not, in my opinion, save two-thirds of our present effective strength. 
No provision could be made for our wounded who fell in the attempt, or those we 
leave behind in the hospitals, and our army would reach General Johnston (if we should 
get through) a mere handful of broken-down stragglers. I would, therefore, recom- 
mend that an immediate proposition be made to capitulate. If accepted, we get every- 
thing we have any right to hope for; if rejected, we can still hold out stubbornly for 
some days, and our enemy may make the proposal to us. When our rations are ex- 
hausted, or nearly so, we may accept a surrender with the condition of a general pa- 
role instead of imprisonment for the command. If tho offer is made at once, we have 
a better chance of making terms than when we bavye only one day’s resistance in store 
in case of arefusal. The proposition coming from us, if rejected, will make our men 
determined to fight to the last; theirs, on the contrary, will feel that after Vicksburg 
has been offered, their blood is shed to gratify a mere vindictive feeling against its 
garrison, whose only fault has been the noble defense they have made, and I believe 
that numbers of the enemy have still enough manhood to admire our courage and de- 
termination and urgo liberal terms of capitulation. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. BOWEN, 
Major-General. 


The opinions of General Stevenson’s brigade commanders will be found 
in that officer’s report,* while those of General Forney’s are presented 
in the appendix to this. So far as I know, not a solitary brigade or 
regimental commander favored the scheme of cutting out, and only two, 
whose views were presented to me, intimated the possibility of making 
more than one-half of their commands available for that purpose. With 
this unanimous opinion of my officers against the practicability of a suc- 
cessful evacuation, and no relief from General Johnston, a surrender 
with or without terms was the only alternative left me. I therefore 
addressed the following note to Major-General Grant: 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding United States Forces : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to propose to you an armistice for several hours, with 
a view to arranging terms for the capitulation of Vicksburg. To this end, if agree- 
able to you, I will appoint three commissioners to meet a like number, to be named by 
yourself, at such place and hour to-day as you may find convenient. 

I make this proposition to save the further effusion of blood, which must otherwise 
be shed to a frightful extent, feeling myself fully able to maintain my position for a 
yet indefinite period. 

This communication will be handed you under a flag of truce by Maj. Gen. John 
S. Bowen. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


In the course of two hours the annexed reply was received : 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
In the Field, near Vicksburg, Miss., July 3, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Sc. : 

GrnrraL: Your note of this date is just received, proposing an armistice for several 
hours, for the purpose of arranging terms of capitulation through commissioners to he 
appointed, &c. ; ; 

The useless effusion of blood you propose stopping by this course can he ended at 
any time you may choose, by an unconditional surrender of the city and garrison. 


* See siege of Vicksburg, Part II, p. 347. 
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Men who have shown so much endurance and courage as those now in Vicksburg will 
always challenge the respect of an adversary, and I can assure you will be treated 
with all the respect due to prisoners of war. ae 

I do not favor the proposition of.appointing commissioners to arrange terms of 
capitulation, because I have no terms other than those indicated above. 


I am, general, very respectfuall our obedient servant 
4g ee rial ’ U. 8. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


Upon the return of General Bowen with this letter, I understood that 
it was the desire of Major-General Grant to have a personal conference 
with me, and this being agreed to, at 3 p. m., accompanied by General 
Bowen and Captain [L. M.] Montgomery (then supposed to be a lieuten- 
ant-colonel), I proceeded to the lines, where I met General Grant sur- 
rounded by a number of his officers. I soon learned that there was a 
mutual misunderstanding in regard to the desire for this interview, and 
therefore informed General Grant that if he had no terms to propose 
other than were contained in his letter, the conference could terminate 
and hostilities be resumed immediately. After some further conversa- 
tion, he proposed that General Bowen and Captain Montgomery and two 
of his officers (Major-Generals McPherson and Smith) should retire for 
consultation, and suggest such terms as they might think proper for 
our consideration. After some conversation between these officers, we 
parted, with the understanding that General Grant would communicate 
with me by 10 p. m., and about that hour the following letter was re- 
ceived : 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss., July 3, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Vicksburg, Miss. : 

GENERAL: In conformity with agreement of this afternoon, I will submit the follow- 
ing proposition for the surrender of the city of Vicksburg, public stores, &c.: 

On your accepting the terms proposed, I will march in one division as a guard, and 
take possession at 8 a. m. to-morrow. As soon as rolls can be made out, and paroles 
signed by officers and men, you will be allowed to march out of our lines, the officers 
taking with them their side-arms and clothing, and the field, staff, and cavalry offi- 
cers one horse each. The rank and file will be allowed all their clothing, but no 
other property. If these conditions are accepted, any amount of rations you may 
deem necessary can be taken from the stores you now have, and also the necessary 
cooking utensils for preparing them. Thirty wagons also, counting two two-horse 
oF mule teams as one, will be allowed to transport such articles as cannot be carried 
along. f : 

The same conditions will be allowed to all sick and wounded officers and soldiers 
as fast as they become able to travel. 

The paroles for these latter must be signed, however, while officers are present 
authorized to sign the roll of prisoners. 

Lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


This letter was immediately submitted to a council of general officers. 
My own inclination was to reject these terms, but after some discussion 
I addressed General Grant as follows: 

+ HEADQUARTERS, 


Vicksburg, Miss., July 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, 


Commanding United States Forces, §c.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of ° 
this date, proposing terms of capitulation for this garrison and post. 

In the main, your terms are accepted; but in justice both to the honor and spirit of 
my troops, manifested in the defense of Vicksburg, I have to submit the following 
amendments, which, if acceded to by you, will perfect the agreement between us: 

At 10 a. m. to-morrow I propose to evacuate the works in and around Vicksburg, 
and to surrender the city and garrison under my command, by marching out with 
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my colors and arms, stacking them in front of my present lines, after which you will 
take possession. 
Officers to retain their side-arms and personal property, and the rights and property 
ef citizens to be respected. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Karly on the morning of the 4th, the following reply was received: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., July 4, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Vicksburg, Miss : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication of July 
3. The amendment proposed by you cannot be acceded to in full. It will be neces- 
sary to furnish every officer and man with a parole signed by himself, which, with the 
completion of the rolls of prisoners, will necessarily take some time. 
~ Again, Ican make no stipulations with regard to the treatment of citizens and their 
private property. While I do not propose to cause them any undue annoyance or 
loss, I cannot consent to leave myself under any restraint by stipulations. The prop- 
erty which officers will be allowed to take with them will be as stated in my propo- 
sition of last evening; that is, officers will be allowed their private baggage and 
side-arms, and mounted officers one horse each. : 

If you mean by your proposition for each brigade to march to the front of the lines 
now occupied by it, and stack arms at 10 a. m., and then return to the inside, and 
there remain as prisoners until properly paroled, I will make no objection to it. 

Should no notification be received of your acceptance of my terms by 9 a. m., I 
shall regard them as having been rejected, and shall act accordingly. Should these 
terms be accepted, white flags should be displayed along your lines to prevent such 
of my troops as may not have been notified from firing upon your men. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 


Major-General. 


In response to this note, I immediately dispatched the following, ac- 
cepting the terms of surrender as modified by General Grant: 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 4, 1863, 
Maj. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, 
Commanding United States Forces, §c.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
this day, and in reply to say that the terms proposed by you are accepted. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 


Lieutenant-General. 


These terms, it may be proper to add, were approved by every divis- 
ion and brigade commander with one exception (Brigadier-General 
[W. E.] Baldwin), who, without offering any objection to them, insisted 
upon holding out, but assigned no reason for it. In accordance with 
this agreement, the garrison was surrendered at 10 a. m., and the Ied- 
eral forces immediately took possession of our works and placed guards 
in the city. If it should be asked why July 4 was selected as the day 
for the surrender, the answer is obvious. I believed that upon that 
day I should obtain better terms. Well aware of the vanity of our foes, 
I knew they would attach vast importance to the entrance on July 4 
into the stronghold of:-the great river, and that to gratify their national 
vanity they would yield then what could not be extorted from them at 
any other time. This question of time was also discussed by a council 
of my general officers, and my views concurred in. 

The assertion that the surrender of Vicksburg was compelled by the 
want of subsistence, or that the garrison was starved out, is one entirely 
destitute of truth. There was at no time any absolute suffering for 
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want of food among the garrison. That the men were put upon greatl y 
reduced rations is undeniably true; but, in the opinion of many medical 
officers, it is at least questionable whether under all the circumstances 
this was at all injurious to their health. It must be remembered that for 
forty-seven days and nights these heroic men had been exposed to burn- 
ing suns, drenching rains, damp fogs, and heavy dews, and that during 
all this period they never had by day or by night the slightest relief. 
The extent of our works required every available man in the trenches, 
and even then they were in many places insufficiently manned. It was 
not in my power to relieve any portion of the line for a single hour. 
Confined to the narrow limits of a trench, with their limbs cramped and 
swollen, without exercise, constantly exposed to a murderous storm of 
shot and shell, while the enemy’s unerring sharpshooters stood ready 
to pick off every one visible above the parapets,.is it strange that the 
men grew weak and attenuated? They had made a most heroic defensv. 
Many had met death with a smile upon their lips, all had cheerfully en- 
countered danger, and almost without a murmur had borne privations 
and hardships well calculated to test their manhood. They had held 
the place against an enemy five times their number, admirably clothed 
and fed, and abundantly supplied with all the appliances of war. When- 
ever the foe attempted an assault, they drove him back discomfite, 
covering the ground with his killed and wounded, and already had thoy 
torn from his grasp five stand of colors as trophies of their prowess, 
none of which were allowed to fall again into his hands. Knowing the 
anxious desire of the Government to relieve Vicksburg, I felt assur«d 
that if within the compass of its power the siege would be raised, but 
when forty-seven weary days and nights had passed, with the knowledg'e 
I then possessed that no adequate relief was to be expected, I felt that 
I ought not longer to place in jeopardy the brave men whose lives had 
been intrusted to my care. Hence, after the suggestion of the alternia- 
tive of cutting my way out, I determined to make terms, not because 
my mel were starved out, not because I could not hold out yet a little 
longer, but because they were overpowered by numbers, worn down 
with fatigue, and each day saw our defenses crumbling beneath their 
feet. The question of subsistence, therefore, had nothing whatever to 
do with the surrender of Vicksburg. With an unlimited supply of pro- 
visions, the garrison could not, for the reasons already given, have held 
out much longer. 

My previous dispatches from General Johnston had not made me very 
sanguine of relief, and his dispatch of June 22 was not calculated to 
render me more hopeful. He said: 

General Taylor is sent by General E. K. Smith to co-operate with you from the west 
bank of the river, to throw in supplies and to cross with his force, if expedient and 
practicable. I will have the means of moving toward the enemy ina day or two, and 
will try to make a diversion in your favor, and, if possible, communicate with you, 
though I fear my force is too small to effect the latter. * * * IfI can do nothing 


to relieve you, rather than surrender the garrison, endeavor to cross the river at the 
last moment, if you and General Taylor can communicate. 


I never received any communication from Major-General Taylor on 
the subject of co-operation, nor had I any knowledge of his whereabouts 
or of his forces, and I heard no more from General Johnston until July 
10, when I received his dispatch of the 3d in Vicksburg from the bearer, 
who had been several days confined and a prisoner to the Federal au- 
thorities. Had I received General Johnston’s dispatch of June 27, in 
which he encouraged the hope that both Vicksburg and the garrison 
might be saved, I would have lived upon an ounce a day and have con- 
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tinued to meet the assaults of all Grant’s army rather than bave sur- 
rendered the city until General Johnston had realized or relinquished 
that hope ; but [ did not receive his dispatch until August 20,in Gaines- 
ville, Ala., nor had I the most remote idea that such an opinion was 
entertained by General Johnston. He had for weeks ignored its possi- 
bility. I had notified him on June 15 that I had enough to subsist my 
army for yet twenty days, but he held out no hope of raising the siege. 

On May 25, thirty-four days previous, he had informed me that on 
the arrival of an expected division from Bragg’s army he would “ move 
to me.” I supposed then, with my co-operation, to raise the siege. No 
subsequent dispatch from him sustained my understanding of his com- 
munication; all, without exception, of later date, spoke only of the pos- 
sibility of extricating the garrison. His dispatch of July 3, received by 
me six days after the capitulation, held out no such hope, and I am fully 
and entirely satisfied that no efficient aid would have been given me 
even to effect an evacuation. Ido not mean nor desire to be understood 
as implying that it might have been given me. I only express my cow- 
viction, that had I been able to hold the enemy at bay for yet a month, I 
do not believe, anxious as I was to co-operate, that I would have been 
relieved by any force from the outside. 

In adispatch of the 16th, I think (for I have not the copy), I suggested 
that, as General Johnston deemed it impracticable to do more than by 
possibility relieve the garrison, a proposition from him for an evacua- 
tion of Vicksburg might be favorably entertained by General Grant. 
In his dispatch of the 27th, already alluded to and previously copied, 
will be found his views on that point. 

The dispatch of June 22 from General Johnston rendered it painfully 
apparent that the siege could not be raised. To cross the Mississippi 
River, as suggested, in the face of the enemy’s gunboats and land bat- 
teries, was an impossibility ; and unless this was effected, the defense 
which had been so long and gallantly maintained ceased to be of any 
practical utility. Proud as I was of my brave troops, honoring them, 
as I did and do, for the courage, fortitude, and constancy they had so 
nobly displayed, I felt that it would be an act of cruel inhumanity to 
subject them longer to the terrible ordeal to which for so many days and 
nights they had already been exposed. Brain and sinew will alike wear 
out; the bravest may be overpowered by numbers; and I saw no ad- 
vantage to be gained by protracting a hopeless defense, which I knew 
must be attended with a useless waste of life and blood. I had, then, 
to choose between such favorable terms as I might be able to obtain 
and an unconditional surrender, or subject the garrison and the citizens 
(including hundreds of women and children) to the horrors of an as- 
sault, which I could no longer hope to repel. 

Much, and 1 think unmerited, obloquy has been cast upon me by a 
large portion of the public press for an imputed failure to provide ade- 
quately for the subsistence of the garrisons of Vicksburg and Port 
Hudson. The Government and my immediate military superior, perhaps 
better informed of facts, have, so far as I am aware, refrained from cen- 
sure, reserving a decision untila full investigation shall have determined 
to what extent, if any, it is deserved. aS Ag 

Immediately on assuming command of the Department of Mississippi 
and Eastern Louisiana, on October 14, 1862, I gave my earnest and unre- 
mitting attention to the reorganization of the several staff departments 
- and to the great question of supplies. It is unnecessary to speak of the 
confusion and general want of system which prevailed. I found most 
of the district commanders exercising the authority which pertained 
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‘only to a department commander, or to a general commanding an army ~ 
in the field. Each appeared to be in a great measure acting independ- 
ently of the other. To some considerable extent this seemed to be nec- 
essary under the existing circumstances. Major-General Van Dorn was 
in the immediate command of the army at Holly Springs, and it natu- 
rally engaged most of his attention. General Bragg, to whose depart- 
ment the geographical districts (just organized into a separate depart- 
ment) had been attached, was too far removed to permit him to give his 
personal supervision. It resulted almost necessarily from this state of 
things that but little attention had been given to the accumulation of 
supplies. No depots of importance existed within the limits of the de- 
partment, nor had any measures been taken to establish them. Much 
of the season best suited to the collection of stores from the Trans-Mis- 
sissippi had gone by. They were undoubtedly abundant there, but my 
command did not embrace that district of country. I had no control 
over the steamboats in Red River. It was one thing to purchase sup-’ 
plies, but another to transport them. Most of the boats were engaged 
in carrying sugar, molasses, and salt either for private parties or for 
the Government. There was great opposition on the part of owners at 
every attempt to divert them from these purposes. The Government 
was appealed to against what was styled the violation of the rights of 
the citizen by the military authorities. It required time to ascertain 
what was needed to be done, and time to acquire the means of its ac- 
complishment. 

On October 25, the necessary orders were issued to procure and trans- 
port supplies from the parishes of Pointe Coupée, Concordia, and Tensas. 
Major [R. H.] Cuney, then chief commissary, was directed to confer with 
Lieut. Col. [W. A.] Broadwell, agent of the Commissary-General, then in 
the Trans-Mississippi Department, but to make arrangements for supply 
ing this department without relying upon him. Major [Edward] Dillon, 
commissary of the army with Major-General Van Dorn, was directed to 
use every effort to subsist itfrom the northern and northwestern counties. 
For several months after I entered upon duty in the department, there 
was not water enough to admit of the passage into the Mississippi of the 
larger boats, which had been run up the Yazoo or Red River for safety. 
As early as the latter part of October, I authorized the opening of the 
raft in the Yazoo, that the smaller boats might pass out. Notwithstand- 
ing the violent opposition of private parties, very many of them were 
immediately taken either into the permanent employ of the Govern- 
ment or chartered as supplies could be obtained. The transportation 
of sugar and molasses, owned by the Government and by specalators, 
interfered materially with the rapid accumulation of other supplies. 
When, however, about January 1, the larger boats were able to enter 
the Mississippi, a sufficient number was at once put into requisition for 
Government transportation, and a large amount of corn and bacon was 
thrown into Vicksburg and Port Hudson from the Trans-Mississippi 
Department. I regret, however, to say that from want of proper care 
and energy upon the part of those responsible for its safe-keeping, a 
large quantity of corn which had been landed on the shore was removed 
so slowly, and so little precaution used to secure it from the effects of the 
heavy rains ofthe season, that much was destroyed by that cause, and 
much was carried off by the rapid rise of the river. It happened that 
just at this time, about January 10, I made an official visit to Port Hud- 
son, and was myself a witness of the consequences of this neglect at 
that point. 

On January 14, I addressed the following letter to Lieutenant-Colonel 
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[W. A.] Broadwell, agent of the Commissary-General and also for my 
department, under my immediate instructions: 

Purchase bacon for this department; if possible, buy several million pounds. Also 
send, if you can, a few thousand live hogs to Port Hudson and Vicksburg. If the 
present navigation should be interrupted, try to get the hogs across the river, so that 
they can be driven to the interior of the State and rendered available for the use of 
the troops. Ifnothing better can be done, you will contract with energetic men to 
get from Texas 200 or 300 wagons loaded with bacon, the meat to be paid for by the 
chief of subsistence of this department, the transportation settled by the quartermas- 
ter, and the wagons and teams taken at fair valuation by the Government. You had 
better attend to salt first, to bacon next, and to sugar afterward. You are properly 
accredited to commanding generals elsewhere, who are requested to, agsist you in ac- 
complishing my wishes as herein indicated. 


I was extremely desirous at this time to procure a sufficient supply 
of salt to enable me to cure bacon, and with that purpose an order was 
issued prohibiting the exportation of hogs from the department. The 
difficulty of obtaining salt in sufficient quantity at the proper season 
prevented the success of this plan to any great extent. Though ex- 
tremely anxious at this time to purchase all the meat possible, I did 
not think it advisable to make large purchases of corn from the Trans- 
Mississippi for Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Broadwell was so notified. It has already been shown that the large 
amount at Port Hudson had not been properly secured, and more was 
still being delivered. The enemy’s attempt on Vicksburg via Chicka- 
saw Bayou had just signally failed, and his troops been withdrawn and 
re-embarked. 

Before January 1, supplies from Deer Creek and Sunflower could not 
’ be brought down, owing to the low stage of water, and when the rise of 
those streams admitted of their being landed at Snyder’s Mill, the char- 
acter of the soil and the roads over which the wagons must pass was 
such as to render transportation almost utterly impracticable. I had, 
however, appropriated 100 wagons for that especial purpose. 

In a communication dated February 26, General Stevenson says: 

During wet weather we cannot use the dirt road from Haynes’ Bluff to this point 
(Vicksburg). The passage of our train of over 100 wagons would render it impassa- 
ble in one day ; besides, not being able to haul more than a quarter load, it would 


prevent its being kept in good order. To relieve it at such times, grain should be 
obtained by railroad, but it, as now managed, cannot be relied on. 


There was an abundance of corn in the department, but in very many 
‘instances planters refused to sell except for cash payments, and the 
great delay in forwarding funds embarrassed me exceedingly. 

On January 20, I telegraphed as follows to the honorable Secretary 
of War: 

Unless funds are sent immediately to Maj. Theodore Johnston, chief commissary of 
subsistence of the department, the army cannot be supplied. Estimates have been 
forwarded. Please have money sent at once. 


During this time stores in large quantity were being rapidly collected 
at various depots, but the difficulty of transportation, owing to the | 
wretched condition of the Southern Railroad, the obstacles that were 
continually thrown in the way by railroad authorities, and the clamor 
raised at any attempt of mine to make private interestwsubservient to 
Government necessities, had the effect of preventing effectually the rapid 
accumulation of supplies. Positive prohibition had been issued from 
the War Department against the interference of commanding generals 
or other officers with railroad transportation. Immediately on the re- 
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ceipt of this prohibition, I telegraphed the Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral, Richmond : 
If I cannot control the railroads in this department, the business of the department 


and subsistence of the troops will fail. I beg that Colonel [William M.] Wadley may 


be sent here at once. 


Arrangements had been made, as already stated, as fully as the means 
at my disposal would admit, to transfer supplies from Snyder’s Mill to 
Vicksburg, and the chief of subsistence was positively directed to keep 
constantly on hand a supply for not less than sixty days. Similar in- 
structions were given to the chief quartermaster of the department. 
Bvery possible effort was made to carry out my orders. If I failed in 
the full accomplishment of my wishes, it was from circumstances utterly 
beyond my control. It must be remembered that almost continuous 
movements of troops and ordnance were necessary, in consequence of 
the persistent efforts of the enemy from about the middle of December 
to the date of the investment of Vicksburg. 

About February 10, the enemy began his movement through the 
Yazoo Pass. None but our smallest boats could be employed in the 
upper waters from this date until the enemy abandoned his designs, 
not only by the Pass and Tallahatchee, but also by the Sunflower and 
Deer Creek. The boats which were employed in bringing down sup- 
plies from those small streams were frequently and necessarily diverted 
to the transportation of troops and munitions of war. Early in Febru- 
ary, also, the enemy succeeded in passing two of his gunboats by our 
batteries at Vicksburg. This at once rendered the navigation of the 
Mississippi and Red Rivers dangerous, and from that time forth it was 
only by watching opportunities and at great risk of capture that sup- 
plies could be thrown into Port Hudson and Vicksburg; nevertheless, 


large amounts were successfully introduced into both places (into the , 


latter via Big Black). Port Hudson, however, received much the larger 
portion, being easier of access. In. addition to the efforts made by 
agents under my own instructions to supply Port Hudson, the chief of 
subsistence of the department was ordered on February 18 to furnish 
Major-General Gardner’s commissary with ample funds to meet the de. 
mands of the service. 


_About the middle of the same month, believing it to be highly. 


probable that not only the subsistence of my own army but also that of 
General Brage’s might be dependent upon the supplies of the country 
intersected by the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, I issued positive orders 
that neither grain nor meat should be allowed to leave the department, 
by that road. The condition of the Southern Railroad daily growing 
worse in consequence of the heavy rains and its light structure, every 
effort was made on my part to aid the managers in its speedy and effect- 
ual repair. A communication urging its importance in a military point 
of view was addressed to His Excellency the Governor of the State, of 
February 20, asking his assistance by the impressment of negroes to. 
labor on it, the vice-president having informed me that planters would. 
not hire their hands. 

On February 28 and on March 2, instructions were again sent to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Broadwell to purchase all the meat possible at the price 
suggested by him, and [he was] notified also that beef could then be. 
crossed safely, and to send forward all be could control. 

March 1, Brigadier-General Ruggles was directed by telegraph as fol- 
OWS: 


You must give every possible assistance in procuring within your district, all the 
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corn, beeves, and bacon or salted pork that can be had,and forward as rapidly as 
possible for army at Vicksburg. Purchase from planters at the lowest prices you can, 
and impress all in hands of speculators at same rate. 

About the same time Major-General Taylor, commanding West Loui- 
siana, was respectfully urged to have all the beeves, bacon, and salted 
pork possible forwarded, and it gives me much pleasure to add that I 
am greatly indebted to his active exertions, as well as to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Broadwell, for large supplies of corn and meat. 

On March 23, the following letter was received from Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Broadwell: 

ALEXaNDnIA, La., March 17, 1863. 

GENERAL: Four steamboats arrived here to-day from Shreveport and Jefferson, 
loaded chiefly with corn. One of them had 300,000 pounds of bacon; three others 
(the Charm, Texas, and Frolic) are reported coming down with loads. Five others 
(the Falls City, Louisville, Starlight, General Hodges, and Nina Sims) are below here, 
with full cargoes designed for Port Hudson, but the Federal gunboats are reported 
blockading this river. Great God, how unfortunate! We must try to get cattle to 
Bowman’s Landing, 15 miles back of Waterproof, and, if possible, swim them at the 
latter point ; but the cattle here are thin, and may be unfit for beef when they arrive 
on the other side. In fact, it is doubtful whether many of them ever get through the 
swamps and bayous through which they are required to pass on this side. As the 
wwater declines, I think it likely that cattle in large quantities can be crossed over by 
swimming, butat present the prospect of your getting supplies from this side is gloomy 
enoagh. With the hope, genera!, that the suspension of steamboat navigation will 
embarrass you less than is now apprehended, : 

Very respectfully, &c., 
W. A. BROADWELL. 


On the day of its receipt, the above letter was referred to Maj. Theo- 
doreJohnston, chief of subsistence, for his information, and was returned 
with the following indorsement: 

OFFICE CHIEF OF SUBSISTENCE, DEPARTMENT OF MIss. AND E. La., 
Jackson, March 24, 1863. 


Respectfully returned. The following boats have arrived out of Red River and 
have discharged their cargoes at Port Hudson: Frolic, corn to assistant quarter- 
master; Louis d’Or, corn to assistant quartermaster ; Trent, corn to acting commis- 
sary of subsistence; Drover, corn to acting commissary of subsistence; Red Chief, 
corn to acting commissary of subsistence; Starlight, corn to acting commissary of 
subsistence; Indian No. 2, corn to acting commissary of subsistence; T. D. Hine, 
bacon, hogs, and beef, to acting commissary of subsistence. The, steamer General 
Hodges, spoken of, discharged her cargo at Alexandria. The Louisville had 20,000 
bushels of corn. The Falls City turned over all her cargo, except 350 barrels of mo- 
lasses, to steamer T. D. Hine. Lieutenant [George] Cammack left Alexandria on 
18th instant, one day later than the communicatiom from Colonel Broadwell. 

THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Major and Chief of Subsistence. 


Evidence of a similar character, all showing the constant and earnest 
efforts made by myself and my officers to secure an ample store of sub- 
sistence for Vicksburg and Port Hudson, could be adduced to an in- 
definite extent, but to give the whole would swell this report to a huge 
volume. I content myself, therefore, with throwing a number of letters, 
orders, telegrams, &c., on this subject into an appendix. In the month of 
March, I was in the receipt of a number of letters from respectable citi- 
zens, containing suggestions that were frequently valuable, but unfor- 
tunately they were such as should have been made months before, and 
some of them at a time when I was not in the department. But these 
suggestions, whether timely and valuable in themselves or not, were 
rendered worthless to me by reason of the then active military operations 
on the Yazoo River and its tributaries, which were constantly diverting 
all of my boats from the important duty of transporting subsistence to 
the indispensable service of transporting troops and munitions of war. 
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This was also the case in many instances where provisions were offered 
me by citizens. I was offered supplies of corn and meat, bat ata time 
when, from the proximity of the enemy and other causes, it was utterly 
impracticable for me to make them available. In this connection I can- 
not forbear saying that in nine cases out of ten where subsistence was 
offered me, the offer carried with it a demand for transportation, which 
it was entirely out of my power to furnish. To have made purchases 
under such circumstances would have been simply ridiculous. 

A cargo of bacon, which had been run up Choctaw Bayou on April 15 
to avoid the enemy’s gunboats on Red River, was by the energetic ex- 
ertions of Mr. Howell Hinds, of Jefferson County, Mississippi, success- 
fully transported from the bayou across the river to Port Gibson. I 
was extremely anxious to get this meat to Port Hudson, but the diffi- . 
culties of transportation prevented, and before it could be removed by 
General Bowen to a point of safety, it became necessary to destroy much 
of it, to prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy. In this con- 
nection I again refer to the fact that when I was compelled to abandon 
Snyder’s Mill, there were at least 30,000 bushels of corn at that place. 
I mention this to show that there was no deficiency of corn in the de- 
partment, but that the great and, indeed, insuperable obstacle was the * 
want of transportation by dirt road and the almost coustant and daily 
interruption of ‘railroad communication on the Southern road, which 
was the only means of transportation of subsistence to Vicksburg. 

I think I have now shown conclusively that I spared no exertions to 
have Vicksburg and Port Hudson abundantly provisioned, and that 
whenever the supply fell short of the demand or of my expectations it 
was caused by circumstances wholly beyond my control. In this con- 
nection I may add that I had at the time of the surrender of Vicksburg 
about 40,000 pounds of pork and bacon, which had been reserved for 
. the subsistence of my troops in the event of attempting to cut my way 
out of the city; also, 51,241 pounds of rice, 5,000 bushels of peas, 92,234 
pounds of sugar, 3,240 pounds of soap, 527 pounds of tallow candles, 27 
pounds of Star candles, and 428,000 pounds of salt. 

Much unnecessary clamor has been raised about the want of ammu- 
nition in Vicksburg. I have already shown that my supply of ammu- 
nition was large, and that the principal, indeed the only, deficiency 
was in musket-caps. The appendix devoted to the subject of ordnance 
will demonstrate that I am net responsible for that deficiency, whatever 
its extent may have been. I therefore beg special atténtion to my tele- 
grams to Colonel [J.] Gorgas,.of the Ordnance Department, for ord- 
nance and ammunition, commenced as early as November, within three 
weeks after I assumed command of the department, and they were con- 
tinued persistently up to almost the last hour of uninterrupted commu- 
nication with Richmond. I believe that the Chief of Ordnance fur- 
nished me with everything in his power. I only desire that I may not 
_ be held responsible for what the Government could not furnish. 

Iam unable as yet to give full reports of the casualties at Baker’s 
Creek, Big Black, and during the siege of Vicksburg. They will be for- 
warded so soon as division commanders shall have rendered them com- 
plete. The same with reference to ordnance and ordnance stores. : 

Very many officers and soldiers have distinguished themselves by par- 
ticular acts of gallantry, or have rendered themselves conspicuous by 
untiring exertions and devotion to duty; so many, indeed, as to preclude 
the possibility of my referring to each in the body of this report. At- 
tention is, therefore, respectfully invited to the appendix and to the 
reports of division, brigade, and other commanders. 


Ba oe 
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I cannot,- however, close without expressing my especial thanks to 
Maj. Gens. C. L. Stevenson, John H. Forney, and M. L. Smith, and to 
Brigadier-Generals Barton, Cumming, Lee, and Col, A. W. Reynolds, 
of General Stevenson’s division; to Major-General Forney’s brigade 
commanders (Brigadier-Generals Hébert and Moore); to Maj. Gen. M. 
L. Smith’s brigade commanders (Brigadier-Generals Shoup, Baldwin, 
and Vaughn); to Colonels [B.] Gates, [T. P.] Dockery, and [F. M.] 
Cockrell, of Bowen’s division, and to Colonel [Edward] Higgins, com- 
manding the heavy batteries, and Colonel [T. N.] Waul, of the Texas 
Legion. If the most unremitting attention to the arduous duties of their 
position entitle officers to commendation and respect, they have each 
and all won it during the protracted and trying siege. 

To Maj. Gen. OC. L. Stevenson I am particularly indebted for much 
and valuable aid in many ways during the siege. To his immediate 
supervision was principally intrusted the subsistence of the troops. 

To the officers of my staff I return my sincere thanks for the cheerful 


_and zealous manner in which they have discharged all their duties. 


Col. Thomas H. Taylor, who accompanied me on the field at Baker’s 
Creek, and who during the siege was assigned to duty as inspector- 
general and commandant of the post, in both capacities rendered most 
valuable service. 

Maj. Jacob Thompson, inspector-general of the department, also ac- 
companied me on the field, and on that occasion, as on all others, whether 
in the office or in the active performance of the duties of his department, 
has ever shown himself zealous and competent. Major Thompson, im- 
mediately after the retreat into Vicksburg, was, in company with Major 
[Sturges] Sprague, dispatched to communicate personally with General 
Johnston. 

Maj. Rk. W. Memminger, assistant adjutant-general and chief of staff, | 
and Maj. W. H. McCardle, assistant adjutant-general, have for many 
months been in the constant performance of the arduous and responsible 
duties pertaining to the adjutant-general’s department. It is little to 
say that on these officers, assisted by Second Lieut. F. M. Stafford, C. 
S. Army, and acting assistant adjutant-general, has devolved a labor 
and an amount of business scarcely equaled in any other military de- 
partment of the Confederacy. Day and night they have devoted them- 
selves to the public service, and I specially commend them and Maj. J. 
Thompson to the.favorable consideration of the Government. 

No officer in the department has been more constantly and actively 
engaged than Maj. Samuel H. Lockett, chief engineer. His professional 
skill and excellent judgment have been exhibited wherever occasion re- 
quired it, from Grenada to Port Hudson. During the siege of Vicks- 
burg, none exposed themselves more fearlessly to danger than he and 
his gallant assistants, Capts. Powhatan Robinson, J. M. Couper, J. J. 
Conway, D. Wintter, and James [T.] Hogane, and Lieuts. H. W. Mc- 
Mahon, W. O. Flynn, George Donnellan, A. W. Gloster, [R. R.] South- . 
ard, Blessing, and Mr. [H.] Ginder. It gives me pleasure to name 
them and to ask a recognition of their merits. 

Tconsider myself to have been particularly fortunate in the selection of 
chief quartermaster of the Department of Mississippi and Hastern Loui- 
giana. Maj. L. Mims entered upon the duties of that office immediately 
on my assuming command, and has proved himself eminently qualified 
for the position. His energy and capacity I have rarely seen equaled. 
I believe no man could have done more with the means at his disposal. 
Major Mims was greatly aided by that most excellent and efficient off- 
cer, Maj. George Whitfield, quartermaster in charge of transportation 
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department. Maj. Theo. Johnston, chief of subsistence, has been un- 
tiring in his efforts to provide for so large a command. He had great 
difficulties to contend with and generally has met them successfully. I 
am also greatly indebted to Maj. A. B, Cooke, my chief paymaster, for 
the ability and energy he has displayed in the execution of the business 
of his office. 

To Maj. G. L. Gillespie, chief commissary of General Stevenson’s 
division, and acting-chief commissary of the army during the siege, I 
owe my thanks. Much is due to his energy and good judgment. Also 
to Major [Richard] Orme, General Stevenson’s chief quartermaster. 

Surg. E. H. Bryan, acting medical director of the army of Vicks- 
burg, accompanied me on the field, and performed all his duties there 
and during the siege to my entire satisfaction. 

Capt. [J.] Brice, ordnance storekeeper, displayed great ability and 
devotion to duty during the siege. He was ever where he should have 
been, and was emphatically the right man in the right place. 


Col. C. A. Fuller, inspector of heavy artillery ; Lieut. Col. J. S. Saun-: 


ders (Provisional Army), chief of artillery of the department, performed, 
their respective duties satisfactorily, and Colonel Saunders accompanied 
me on the field, where he rendered me valuable service. 

Col. W. T. Withers, chief of field artillery with the army, was active 
and attentive to his duties and prompt in the execution of orders. In 
addition to his duties as chief of artillery, Colonel Withers continued 
in the command of his regiment. Healso accompanied me on the field. 

Capt. C. McRae Selph, assistant adjutant-general, on duty with Col. 
T. H. Taylor, was of great assistance to that excellent officer, more par-: 
ticularly during the siege. He also accompanied me on the field, and 
was constantly engaged in the transmission of orders. 

To my personal staft—Lieut. J. H. Morrison, aide-de-camp; Lieut. J. 
C. Taylor, aide-de-camp; and Lieut. H. C. Tupper, Twenty-fourth Mis- 
sissippi Volunteers, and aide-de-camp—I am greatly indebted not only 
for service on the field, but for much laborious duty in the office, and 
commend them to the favorable consideration of the Government. 

Capt. L. M. Montgomery, being unable to reach the Trans-Mississippi 
Department to which he had been assigned, tendered his services as vol- 
unteer aide-de-camp. I found him an energetic and gallant officer and 
a most valuable assistant. To him and to Maj. Sturges Sprague, vol- 
unteer aide-de-camp, who also accompanied me.on the field and was 
constantly engaged in the transmission of orders, I tender my sincere 
thanks. Also to Capt. J. M. Couper, Fourteenth [Twentieth] Missis- 
sippi, who served me as volunteer aide-de-camp on the occasion of the 
battle of Baker’s Creek. 

Captain [J.W.] Barclay and Lieutenant [Harris] Wilkerson, of Bowen’s 
division, with 50 brave fellows of that command, are entitled to special 
mention for their gallant conduct on the night of May 30, in burning 
the sunken gunboat Cincinnati, which they accomplished as far as was 
practicable with an iron-clad vessel in her condition. They brought off 
her flag, which I presented to them. 

My thanks are also due to the following officers and men, who ren- 
dered valuable service in transmitting dispatches through the enemy’s 
lines to and from General Johnston, viz: Captains Hill, Sanders, and 
Couper, Lieut. G. D. Wise, Lieutenant Smith (of the Twentieth Missis- 
sippi Regiment), and Privates [E. G.] Walker and [Charles] McInroe 
{of Johnson’s cavalry), Lamar Fontaine (a discharged soldier), and Pri- 
vate W. H. Webb, of the Twentieth Mississippi Regiment, who twice suc- 
cessfully passed from Vicksburg to General Johnston’s headquarters. 
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Sergt. Thomas P. Lynch, First Louisiana Artillery, commanding the 
river police, by his vigilance and activity, rendered most valuable serv- 
ices throughout the siege, and is entitled to, as he deserves, the con- 
sideration of the Government. 

Sergt. R. H. [G.] Gaines, Company K, Twenty-third Alabama Regi- 
ment, was conspicuous for his personal gallantry at Baker’s Creek. The 
men at a gun having been all disabled, he served the piece alone, firing 
from 10 to 15 rounds. 

Ordnance Sergt. W. I’. Luckett was also distinguished for his coolness 
and daring, and was killed while carrying ammunition through a very 
heavy fire. 

Private Pudic, of the Nineteenth Arkansas, was also conspicuous for 
his heroic bearing. Constantly in the thickest of the fight, always in_ 
advance of his regiment, unheeding the orders to retire, his gallantry 
won universal admiration. 

To D. H. Huyett, of the engineer corps, my thanks are due. On May 


. 19, I dispatched him to Richmond with maps and valuable.papers. In 


the face of many obstacles he succeeded in passing the enemy’s lines, 
and successfully discharged his mission. 

Maj. J. D.. Bradford, assistant inspector-general, is entitled to my 
thanks for valuable and important services on several occasions, and I 
regret that I was by his illness at the time of the investment deprived 
of them during the siege. 

I cannot close this report without a brief tribute to the memory of two 
of the best soldiers in the Confederate service. I refer to Maj. Gen. 
John 8S. Bowen and Brig. Gen. Martin E. Green. Always faithful, zeal- 
ous, and brave, they fell as became them in the discharge of their duty. 
General Green died with a bullet in his brain upon the lines he had so 
long and so gallantly defended. General Bowen, having passed seath- 
less through the bloody scenes of Shiloh, Iuka, Corinth, Grand Gulf, 
Port Gibson, Baker’s Creek, and Vicksburg, perished by disease on the 
march trom Vicksburg to Jackson, after the capitulation. I can utter 
no higher eulogium upon him than to say he always performed his duty 
and never avoided danger. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
LTieutenant- General. 


General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Gainesville, Ala., August 26, 1863. 


In my report of the operations in Vicksburg, I omitted to mention 
Maj. H. M. Mathews, chief of ordnance for Stevenson’s division and 
acting chief for the entire command, as entitled to commendation for 
the active and zealous performance of all his duties. Please make the 
insertion in my report. 

I am, general, very respectfully, &e., 
- *« J, OC, PEMBERTON, 


Tieutenant-Generat. 


General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond. 
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Correspondence relative to Subsistence. 


COMMISSARY OFFICE, Canton, March 7, 1863. 
Maj. Toro. JOHNSTON, 
Chief of Subsistence, Jackson, Miss. : 7 

DEAR Sir: My agent returned this evening from some of the counties 
above this place, and has purchased some bacon and corn, which will 
be in in a few days. He reports a good deal of bacon for sale. Some 
are willing to take 50 cents; some ask as much as 75 cents a pound. 
He says the farmers are expecting to have their meat impressed, and 
will not sell until it is impressed, and then they will be willing to di- 
vide, believing that if they sell all they can spare, an order might come 
to impress the balance. My agent says that by setting the price at 50 
cents, and an order to impress, he thinks he can get some 30,000 or 50,000 
pounds in two or three counties above here. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
W. W. MERIWETHER, 
Captain and Acting Commissary of Subsistence. 


Macon, Miss., March 7, 1863. 
Maj. THEO. JOHNSTON: 

Colonel Baskerville, of Columbus, Miss., has an agent here whom he 
has instructed to pay 70 cents for bacon. What can be expected for us 
to do when such a course is permitted by Government agents ? 

[W. C.] DOWD, 
[C. M.] BOYCE, 
Captains and Acting Commissaries of Subsistence. 


JACKSON, Miss., March 7, 1863. 
Captains DowD and BoycE, Macon, Miss.: 

I know no Government agent by the name of Baskerville. Thereisa 
merchant of that name who resides at Columbus. You are authorized 
to impress bacon in the hands of speculators. No authority has been 
given to.pay 70 cents for bacon. Take the bacon. 

THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Major and Chief of Subsistence. 


OFFICE CHIEF OF SUBSISTENCE, DEPT. Miss. AnD BE. LA., 
Jackson, March 9, 1863. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Jackson : 

Masor: Inclosed I have the honor to forward consolidated report of 
commissary stores at the different posts and depots within the depart- 
ment. Since the ist instant, I have had about 900 hogs at Port Hudson 
slaughtered, which will increase the salt-meat rations about 300,000; 
1,000 hogs I have ordered sent to Vicksburg. It is too late now to at- 
tempt to cure meat, and I have ordered hogs killed and issued to the 
troops at that place. By doing this, I think I will have a sufficiency of 
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meat to subsist the troops well until beef-cattle can be furnished. There 
have been received at Vicksburg since this report was made up 600,000 
rations of rice and other stores that were in transitu on the Mobile and 
Ohio and Mississippi Central Railroads. Many of the stores that were 
on these roads are not reported at all, for the reason that they were 
shipped before the 1st instant, and not received prior to that date at 
Vicksburg. It will be seen by reference to the report that there is a — 
larger accumulation of stores at Port Hudson than elsewhere ; a portion 
of them has been ordered to Vicksburg. There is a boat recently out of 
Red River, now in Big Black, with 180,000 rations of bacon, 530 hogs, 
and 3,000 pounds of lard for Vicksburg. The railroads being now in 
running condition, large quantities of stores will be sent to Vicksburg 
from points on these roads. Besides the boat now in Big Black, the 
steamer Hine, with a load of commissary stores out of Red River, is now 
at Port Hudson. 
I am, major, &e., 
THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Major and Chief of Subsistence. 


OFFICE CHIEF OF SUBSISTENCE, DEPT. Miss. AND E. LA., 
; Jackson, March 9, 1863. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

MAsor: Inclosed is a letter from an officer at Canton, and copies of 
dispatches from officers at Macon, and replies thereto.* I respectfully 
request that the lieutenant-general commanding determine upon such 
course as he may deem advisable in relation to the purchase of bacon, 
bulk pork, and beeves within the department, and authorize impress- 
ments of the articles that cannot otherwise be obtained. 


Iam, major, &c., 
THEO. JOHHSTON, 
Major and Chief of Subsistence. 


JACKSON, March 18, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. FRANK GARDNER, Port Hudson : 
* * * * e * * * 


Reports are daily made to me of the waste of stores at Port Hudson. 
Whether these reports be true you are best able to determine. I would 
respectfully request that, in view of the scarcity of subsistence stores and 
the difficulty of collecting them, you will urge upon the subsistence offi- 
cers the importance of a proper preservation of all stores that arrive at 


fore tuason, * * * 
THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Major and Chief of Subsistence. 


Hpers. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, Miss., March 18, 1863. 


* Major [L.] Mims, Chief Quartermaster : 

The general desires to know how many wagons he can calculate upon 
_to transport provisions to Port Hudson via Osyka. He directs that, as 
the roads are in pretty good order, you obtain all the wagons practica- 


* Not found. 


e 
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ble to put on this road. ‘The inclosed letter* he refers to you, as con- 
taining many truths and valuable suggestions both for your department 
and the commissary. He desires the letter to be returned. 


Very respectfully, &c. 
Seite J. D. BRADFORD, 
Major, Ge. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., 
Jackson, Miss., March 18, 1863. 
Major-General STEVENSON, Vicksburg, Miss. : 
Put every man at work, if necessary, in unloading the cars. 'Trans- 
portation on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad almost stopped for want of 
ears. Send Mobile and Ohio cars first. Send all back as fast as un- 


loaded. ‘ 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


: HEADQUARTERS, WC., 
Jackson, Miss., March 18, 1863. 
Major-General GARDNER, Port Hudson: 


Send all spare wagons to Osyka, to aid in transportation of supplies. 
J. O. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General. 


JACKSON, Miss., March 18, 1863. 
Major-General STEVENSON, Vicksburg, Miss.: 


Have every exertion made to repair break in road near Vicksburg. 
See Colonel [W. M.] Wadley on the subject. The two boats passed 
Rodney at 4.50 p. m. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, Miss., March 18 [19?], 1863. 
Major-General GARDNER, Port Hudson, Miss.: 


Hartford and Monongahela passed Grand Gulf, going up at 7 a. m. 
One supply-boat at a time might run down and unload at Port Hudson. 
It isso important that the risk might be run, but perfect arrangements 
must be made to destroy her, if necessary. Can you arrange it? 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, Miss., March 19, 18653. 
Brigadier-General CHALMERS, Panola, Miss.: 


oe the bacon and corn forwarded to this point as rapidly as pos- 
sible. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tneutenant-General, Commanding. 


* Not found. 
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JACKSON, Miss., Mareh 19, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: ; 

I propose to endeavor to subsist my army as hitherto—have agents 
with large amount of funds to make purchases of corn, beef, and bacon 
west of Mississippi River, and also collecting some supplies in this 
State. The instructions of Commissary-General to Major Johnston to 
withdraw his agents from west of the Mississippi River, and to make all 
purchases through Lieutenant-Colonel [W. A.] Broadwell, would upset 
all my arrangements, and is, besides, impracticable. Colone! Broadwell 
has not been within this department for about six weeks. Iam glad to 
receive assistance from him, but chief of subsistence of this department 
must, of course, be under my control. Have released, pursuant to your 
order, all sugar except six weeks’ supply for this department. Naviga- 
tion of Mississippi River again cut off; neither subsistence nor ord- 
nance can come or go. I hope you will not attribute my acts or requests 
to any motives but good of the service. I have none other. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, Miss., March 19, 1863. 
Major-General GARDNER, Port Hudson, Miss. : 

If notified by General Stevenson that boats pass up by Vicksburg, 
send about 200,000 pounds and 10,000 bushels of corn, of that 
which will arrive by boats at Port Hudson, immediately, up Big Black. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant. General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., 
Jackson, March 19, 1863. 


Major-General STEVENSON, Vicksburg, Miss. : 

GENERAL: I am directed by the licutenant-general commanding to 
say that the chief quartermaster and commissary of the department 
have been directed to instruct their agents engaged in purchasing and 
transporting supplies of grain along the Yazoo and its tributaries that 
they will maintain a uniformity of prices, avoiding all competition. It 
is desired that all instructions as to purchases in this section should 

_ come through the chiefs of the departments. 


I am, respectfully, &c., 
R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., 
Jackson, March 19, 1863. 


Maj. THEO. JouNSsTON, Chief of Subsistence : . 
Mason: I am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to say 
that in reference to supplies of grain, We., collected on the Yazoo and 
its tributaries to be at Snyder’s Bluff, you will make such ar- 
rangements with Maj. L. Mims, chief quartermaster, both as regards 
the purchase and transportation of such supplies, as will secure a uni- 
formity in the purchase price and the cost of transportation. You will 
also see that all your agents obtain and follow such instruction, and 
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that uniform price is established throughout. You will see that the 
agent of the commissary of the second military district follows similar 
instructions. The object to be maintained is uniformity in price, that 
no competition arise between the agents of the quartermaster’s and 
commissary departments. He also directs you establish on some steam 
transport a mill for the purpose of grinding corn at such points as is 
convenient, as he is informed that there are many transports that can 
be used as such. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, March 20, 1863. 
Maj. L. Mims, Chief Quartermaster : 

MAJsor: The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to inclose 
this dispatch to you, and say to you that you will take measures to 
provide boats to transport troops up the river and supplies down. You 
will inform him what boats you can obtain. Boats of larger class will 
be retained for the transportation on the Yazoo, and those of the smaller 
class kept for the navigation of the small streams and the Tallahat- 
chee. The general desires a complete organization of the boat system 
on the Yazoo. Such boats as are being armed and clad with cotton 
will be exempt from these arrangements. 


I am, respectfully, J. D. BRADFORD 
. e y 
Major, &e. 


HpQrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, March 20, 1863. 
Col. B. S. EWELL, Assistant Adjutant-General, Tullahoma : 
COLONEL: I have the honor to inclose the within communication of 
Major Mims, chief quartermaster, with regard to complaints made 
against his department, with his reply.* I fully concur, and think the 
case so palpable as not to require that further be said. Should there 
be any charges specifically brought against any officer of the quarter- 
master’s or commissary department in this command, I will use every 
effort to have the case thoroughly investigated. I deem it scarce nec- 
essary to say to you that the efforts which have brought complaint 
against myself and the officers of the quartermaster’s and commissary 
departments acting under my instructions have been entirely for the 
public good. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


i 


Hpqrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND HASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, March 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. RICHARD TAYLOR, Commanding, &c., Alexandria : 


The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to say, in reply to 
your letter of 12th instant, that he addressed General Smith only after 


* Not found. 
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repeated assurances from different parties that you had prohibited his 
agents in the purchase of supplies; that Port Hudson depends almost 
entirely for supplies on the other side of theriver. Further, that he has 
ever thought and is glad to hear that you are willing to assist him, as 
‘ he is also to assist you when able. 

Very respectfully, &e., 

J. O. TAYLOR, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


MARCH 21, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 


I found a large quantity of corn on the levee, notwithstanding there 
had been no arrival previous to the Trent for three or four days. I also 
noticed on the levee, within a few feet of the water, the 410 barrels of 
salt which was discharged there more than a month since. I saw many 
soldiers shelling corn about the landing merely to obtain the cobs to 
throw at one another. Others were filling their haversacks with shelled 
corn and corn in the ear. * * * Captain Woods stated that he 
had seen a large quantity of the bulk pork remain in the rain on the 
levee for a week, and half the lot was spoiled and unfit foruse. * * * 
Mr. Macauley told me that 25,000 bushels of corn were submerged on the 
levee at Port Hudson, and several parties stated that more subsistence 
had been wasted than consumed. 

* * * * * * * 


GEO. CAMMACK. 


MaARrcH 21, 1863. 


Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
* * * * : * * * 

I am informed by Mr. F. D. Conrad, a gentleman of unimpeachable 
credit, that about the time when the gunboat Queen of the West was 
captured by our forces, there was a large quantity of corn upon the 
banks of the river at Port Hudson, which remained unstored for eight 
or ten days. At the expiration of this time it was removed from the 


landing and stored in a damaged condition. * * * 
THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Major and Chief of Subsistence. 


_ P&P. S.—Capt. J. V. Duvalde, of the parish of West Baton Rouge, was 

in my office when Mr. Conrad made his statement, and said either that 
he had heard of or had himself seen the condition of commissary stores 
- at Port Hudson stated by Mr. Conrad as existing. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., 
Jackson, March 21, 1863. 
Maj. L. Mims, Chief Quartermaster : 

Masor: The lieutenant-general commanding directs that you will 
require the quartermaster at Vicksburg to report to you the arrival of 
every train of supplies and ordnance, reporting the number of car-loads 
of each. You will render a similar report to these headquarters. 


Iam, major, “c., 
J. D. BRADFORD, 
_ Major and Assistant Inspector- General. 
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od 


‘SACKSON, March 21, 1868. 
Major-General GARDNER, 
Port Hudson: 

Send no boat here until you hear from myself or General Stevenson 
that the river is clear. I have every confidence of your using every 
exertion to unload the boats. Telegraph every day the amount of corn 
and meat on hand. 

J. C. PEMBERTCN, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, WC., 
Jackson, March 21, 1863. 
Maj. THEO. JOHNSTON, : 
Chief of Subsistence: 

Magsor: The lieutenant-general directs that you send a bonded com- 
missary to the Yazoo, with money to make any necessary payments due 
there, and to purchase supplies not only for the troops at Snyder’s Mill, 
but for General Loring and all the troops in and around the Tallahatchee, 
Sunflower, and Deer Creek. You can, at your option, employ Mr. John 
McFarland for this purpose, making him either disbursing and pur- 
chasing agent, or simply an agent for the procuring of supplies as above. 
He is reported as an active, energetic, and reliable gentleman, and a 
most trustworthy agent. In case you employ Mr. McFarland as agent, 
you can supply him with funds to make immediate payments, or cause 
all his bills to be paid on presentation. The rates of purchase must 
conform to those established. 

Iam, major, &c., 
J. D. BRADFORD, 
Major, &e. 


Hpq@rs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, March 22, 1863. 
Major-General BUCKNER, 
Commanding, &c., Mobile, Ala.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to request that a lot of flour (490 bar- 
rels), seized in Mobile, be released, and transportation allowed to its 
destination, Capt. G. A. Woodward, Vicksburg. This flour was pur- 
chased for use in the commissary department, and is much needed here. 
You will remember that all produce not grown or raised in this depart- 
ment is allowed to pass freely to Mobile. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, March 22, 1863. 
Major-General STEVENSON: 
Notify Colonel when it is safe to send boats up river from 
Natchez or Red River. 


J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 
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JACKSON, March 22, 1863. 
_ Brig. Gen. Joun 8. Bowkn, 

Grand Gulf, Miss. : 
Do not take more than ten days’ supplies from steamer Hine. I 
» want the Hine to go up to bridge, if possible. 
? J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


OFFICE OF CHIEF OF SUBSISTENCE, DEPT. Miss. AND FE. La., 
Jackson, Miss., March 23, 1863. 
— Maj. KR. W. MEMMINGER, Assistant Adjutant-General, Jackson, Miss. : 
e Mason: Your letter of instructions of the 19th instant inclosing a 
— communication from W. J. Britton, esq., received. Relative to that por- 
_ tion of it instructing concert of action between Major [L.] Mims and my- 
_ self, in order to secure a uniformity in the purchase price of articles on 
the part of onr respective agents, I would reply that such arrangement 
has already been made, and by reference to the inclosed papers * you 
will perceive that, as early as February 13, I instructed Mr, John McFar- 
land to take possession of the steam transport Edward J. Gay, and send 
her immediately to Snyder’s Bluff, to place a grist-mill upon her, and 
use her for storing and grinding corn into meal, to be turned over to the 
commissary for the troops on Yazoo River. ‘You will perceive that the 
boat was taken for some other purpose. The commissary of the Sec- 
ond Military District has been furnished with the list of prices govern- 
ing the agents of Major Mims and myself. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Major and Chief of Subsistence. 


JACKSON, March 23, 1863. _ 

Major-General STEVENSON, Vicksburg: 
General Chalmers is paying 30 cents per pound for bacon at Panola, 
while Major [T. B.] Reed’s agent is offering 50 cents. This must be 
stopped. Major Reed’s agent must not pay more than General Chal- 


mers. 
: J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-Generat. 


JACKSON, March 23, 1863. 
General CHALMERS, Panola, Miss. : 
General Stevenson has been directed to notify Major Reed not to pay 
more for bacon than your agents. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 


Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, March 24, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. C. L. STEVENSON: 
Additional boats have been ordered to Snyder’s Mill, and itis thought 
they must be there by this time. Additional urgent orders have been 


* Not found. 
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given to send all the boats that can be controlled. It is impossible to 


do more than has been done. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, March 24,1863. , 
General BowEN, Grand Gulf : 

Notify at Rodney and Natchez if either of the Federal gunboats passes 
down, as my object is that boats may run from Red River into Big 
Black with subsistence. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, March 24, 1863. 
G. W. Koontz, Natchez : 


Send courier up Red River to notify the boats Charm, Texas, and 
J. H. Tucker that I wish them to go up Big Black. They should stop 
at Rodney, and obtain all information in regard to movements of Fed- 
eral gunboats. 


J.C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant. General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, March 24, 1863. 
General BOWEN, Grand Gulf: 


I have ordered the boats Charm, Texas, and J. H. Tucker, loaded 
with subsistence, up Big Black River. 


J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Sneutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, March 25, 1863. 
Major-General STEVENSON, Vicksburg, Miss. : 
The Charm is at Natchez, loaded with meat. Can she run for Big 


Black with safety? Answer immediately, and, if so, telegraph Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel [W. 8S.] Lovell at Natchez. 


J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Licutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, March 25, 1863. 
Brigadier-General BowEN, Grand Gulf : 

The Charm is at Natchez, loaded with meat. Will it be safe to let 
her run up to Big Black? If so, telegraph Lieut. Col. W..S. Lovell 
at Natchez. Answer immediately. 

J.C. PEMBERTON, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 
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JACKSON, March 25, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN S. BOWEN, Grand Gulf: 
Use your judgment in collecting the corn whenever you deem it safe 
and can get a boat. 
J. OC. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, March 27, 1863. 
Maj. THEO. JOHNSTON, Chief of Subsistence : 


I am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to say, in reply 
to your communication of the 25th instant, that you are authorized to 
exchange salt for bacon at the rates you propose. 

Iam, major, &c., 
H. C. TUPPER, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


OFFICE Post CoMMISSARY, 
Port Hudson, La., March 29, 1863. 
Maj. T. F. WILxLson, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

MAsor: The letters of Maj. Theodore Johnston and Lieut. George 
Cammack, of the 21st instant, which have been referred to me for ex- 
planation, are remarkable official papers. They are composed almost 
entirely of statements made by persons unknown to me, and, for aught 
I know, quite irresponsible. Certainly their accounts are in the main 
without foundation, and evidently engendered by ill-feeling ora wanton 
spirit of fault-finding. It is harassing to have labors usually extending 
far into the night protracted still farther by the necessity of answering 
charges so vague, groundless, and captious. At the time to which Mr. 
Conrad refers, I had no corn here at all, and was drawing upon the quar- 
termaster’s department for my daily supply. Of the five boats said by 
Lieutenant Cammack to have arrived during his stay, three—the Trent, 
Red Chief, and Starlight—were consigned to me. The others came to 
the quartermaster, as he might have learned had he inquired at official 
sources as eagerly as he seems to have done of idlers and casual 
passers-by. The large quantity of corn which he saw upon the levee 
was a small part of the cargoes discharged at the time of the bombard- 
ment, which was being shucked and hauled away as fast as the meager 
transportation and the difficulty of access to the landing permitted. 
The same was the case with the salt. The best vindication of this de- 
partment, and the proof of the justness of the reasons assigned, lie in 
the celerity with which the whole landing has been cleared since the 
requisite transportation has been obtained. 

The statement regarding soldiers throwing corn at each other and 
stealing would be puerile were it not for the exaggeration, which is 
clearly malicious. The young gentleman who makes it must have seen 
but little service, and knew still less of working fatigue details, or he 
would not have hazarded his reputation upon so frail a venture. As to 
the unloading the Starlight and steamboats generally, the small landing 
was crowded, as may be seen from the statement of the lieutenant that 
there were five boats here at the time, and it is quite reasonable that 
the labor should be directed to one at a time, to give space and to save 
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the wastage which would result from putting off corn in situations in- 
accessible to wagons. The statements of the anonymous “ captain of 
the Trent” are in the sense in which they are meant—false; as is also 
that of Captain Woods in regard to the bulk pork, and of ‘Mr. Ma- 
cauley” about the corn. No such things occurred at all in this depart- 
ment. I have never had pork lying a week in the rain or one moment 
longer than was absolutely necessary to have it hauled. I believe there 
was only one lot rained upon—that only for one day. It was resalted 
and saved. I have never lost a pound of corn by submersion. 

In conelusion, the letter of Lieutenant Cammack is reckless, un- 
founded, and dictated by an evil spirit unbecoming an official docu- 
ment. Iam surprised Major Johnston should have lent so eager an ear 
to such vague and thoughtless accusations against an officer whom he 
has complimented for the very qualities the want of which is now 
charged. Surely that is not to “render unto Cesar the things which 
are OCesar’s,” and can only be accounted for by an excessive aversion 
to unnecessarily expending “toil, time, and money,” evinced in his letter 
as well as in the scanty supplies sent to this post, coupled with an 
equally strong desire to escape the consequent responsibility. 

I am, major, very respectfally, &c., 
JOSEPH P. CARR, 
Major and Acting Commissary of Subsistence. 


JACKSON, March 29, 1863. 
Brigadier-General CHALMERS, 
Panola, Miss. : 

If you consider it practicable that supplies can be drawn from country 
along Memphis Railroad, press it to completion as far as Sardis. You 
are authorized to impress negroes. If it is probable enemy will break 
up railroad, do not press it forward. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 


Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, March 30, 1863. 
Maj. L. Mims, Jackson : 

I am directed by the leutenant-general commanding to inquire if 
arrangements have been made to supply animals for the horse-cars be- 
tween Oxford and Holly Springs, 

Iam, major, very respectfully, &c., 
H. C. TUPPER, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


: JACKSON, March 30, 1863. 
Maj. THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Chief of Subsistence : 

Magor: Iam directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to direct 
you to make arrangements to have the cattle driven down from the 
Mississippi Central Railroad without waiting for transportation. 

Very respectfully, - 
H. C, TUPPER, 
Aide-de-Camp. 
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JACKSON, March 30, 1863. 
Brigadier-General CHALMERS, Panola, Miss. : 
When parties refuse Confederate money for supplies wanted by the 
Government, impress them. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Iteutenant-General, Commanding. 


HDQRS. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND HASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, April 1, 1863. 
Maj. JoHN MCFARLAND, Yazoo City: 

Sir: In reply to your letter, lieutenant-general commanding directs 
me to say that he relies upon you to supply the troops with beef. He 
will not restrict you to 10 cents per pound, but hopes you will obtain it 
on the best possible terms. Major [Theo.] Johnston will keep you sup- 
plied with funds, so you may purchase on the most advantageous terms. 
It would be more difficult to get a proper amount of molasses to you than 
to procure beef. 

Say to Mr. Weldon that his account will be paid at Fort Pemberton 
as soon as the amount is ascertained by a proper officer. General Lor- 
ing must in all cases examine and approve the account, and he must 
keep distinct the expenses properly incurred by each branch of the serv- 
ice. The construction of rafts and the necessary expenses incident 
thereto belongs to the engineer bureau; the transportation, &e., to 
quartermaster, and the subsistence to the commissary. Hach of the 
three items belonging to these different classifications must be kept dis- 
tinct and stated separately. 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
J. ©. PEMBERTON, 
Tneutenant-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND HASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, April 3, 1863. 
Maj. L. Mims, 
Chief Quartermaster, Jackson, Miss. : 

Masor: I am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to say 
that the means of transportation on the Mississippi Central Railroad is 
by no means sufficient, and the transportation of supplies is thereby 
greatly delayed. Your attention is directed to this fact, to remedy which 
you will request the authorities of the New Orleans and Jackson Rail- 
road to return the cars belonging on the Mississippi Central Railroad. 
If they are unwilling so to do, you will return the cars (a sufficient num- 
ber), notwithstanding the dissent of such authorities. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rk. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
JACKSON, April 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. C. L. STEVENSON: 

The Hine must not go down until mouth of Red River is open. . At 
last report enemy’s fleet was there. 

J. ©. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 
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JACKSON, April 6, 1863. 
Capt. E. PowELL, Natchez: 
Send a courier at once to Red River to notify all loaded boats to be in 
readiness to come to Big Black the moment they are ordered. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, April 6, 1863. 
Maj. L. Mims, 
Jackson, Miss. : 

In reply to your communication of this day’s date, referring to the 
necessity of the transfer of corn from the Mobile and Ohio Railroad to 
the Southern Railroad, Iam directed by the lieutenant-general com- 

manding to say that he deems it advisable that the corn referred to be 
stored at Meridian, the necessity for its shipment to Vicksburg not 
being very pressing, and regarding it more important that the cars be 
retained on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad for the purpose of bringing 
supplies from the country above Meridian to that point than that at 
the present time the cars be run through to Vicksburg and the trans- 
portation on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad temporarily delayed. This 
corn can, therefore, for the present be stored at Meridian, and removed 
when transportation can be more readily obtained on "the Southern 
Railroad. 

Respectfully, &c., 
k. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JACKSON, April 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRANK. GARDNER, 
Port Hudson: 


GENERAL: In reply to your communication of 3d instant, inclosing 
report from Major [J. P.] Carr, acting commissary of subsistence, I am 
directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to say: As complaints 
in the delay of removing corn were not only preferred by Major [Theo.] 
Johnston, but also by Lieutenant-Colonel [W. A. | Broadwell, agent for 
the Commissary- General for supplying the armies of the Confederate 
States, it would appear that there was inexcusable delay in unloading 
the boats and removing the supplies. If there were not sufficient hands, 
soldiers should have been detailed for the purpose. 

Tam, respectfully, &c., - 
Rk. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


JACKSON, April 7, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. W. S. LovEent, 
Natchez: 

Gh don’t mention amount of corn on river; think it as safe to run 
up Red River; unless gets full load, can take it coming back. Order 
Hine accordingly. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tieutenant- General, Goaonancne 
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Hipgrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND HASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, April 7, 1863. 
[Victor F. Wixsoy,| 
President Southern Railroad: 


Str: The lieutenant-general commanding the department instructs 
me to say that the shipment of Government supplies and stores to Vicks- 
burg i is much too slow for the requirements of the service; that he de- 
sires that you will give your attention to this, and employ more cars in 
this transportation, vand, further, that he thinks one day in the week is 
all that should be allowed for shipment of private freights. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
aus C. TAYLOR, 
Aide-de- Camp. 


JACKSON, April 7, 1863, 
General JoHNn S. BOWEN, 
Grand Gulf, via Port Gibson: 


Send a boat to Saint Joseph for 1,500 sacks of corn there. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND HASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, April 7, 1863. 
Judge Z. L. NABERS, Carrollton, Ala.: 

Sir: General Pemberton has directed General Ruggles to allow you 
to purchase the amount of corn mentioned in your letter in Noxubee 
and Lowndes Counties, and ship it for the use of the destitute families 
of volunteers now absent in the service, on the Condnerons and in the 

manner prescribed in your letter. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
J. THOMPSON, 
Inspector- General. 


APRIL 8, ee 


* * * * * * 


When I arrived at Port Hudson, the steamer Red Chief was lying 
at the landing loaded with corn in shuck. A detail was ordered to un- 
load her. * * * One portion of the detail procured coal hods (hold- 
ing each about-a bushel of corn), and carried the corn to the edge of the 
bank, where they deposited it. The other portion of the detail stood 
on board the boat, and threw the corn on shore ear by ear. Had proper 
care been taken in discharging the boat, and the corn been deposited 
10 or 12 yards farther from the ed ge of the bank, no corn would have been 
lost; whereas it was deposited upon the very ed: ge of the bank, and when 
the pile ¢ sot to a certain height, almost every load from the hods when 
deposited upon the top would roll down into ‘the river. In this manner, 
could we ascertain with any certainty the amount of corn which has 
been sunk at the landing at Port Hudson, we would find that we have 
suffered an almost incredible loss in that item alone, and all through 
neglect. * * * On the bluff there was sugar, salt, and molasses, 
which had been lying there for more than a month, the "molasses being 
on end, with the sugar and salt piled upon it, the cooperage peing very 
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bad, and the whole lot surrounded with a pool of sugar and molasses 
which had leaked out. * * * Major [J. P.] Carr says it is impossi- 
ble for him to do more than he does at present, and that he has had to 
build his store-rooms and warehouses himself. 

WALT. S. WINGATE. 


HpDQRs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND HASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, April 8, 1863. 
Maj. THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Chief Commissary of Subsistence : 

The lieutenant-general commanding desires to know whether satis- 
factory and sufficient arrangements have been made for the receipt and . 
keeping of the beef-cattle coming from beyond the Mississippi River; 
and he directs that hereafter no contracts for butchering must be made 
which allows as compensation to the butcher the hides. These must be 
retained, and kept subject to the control of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment. 

I am, respectfully, 
J. THOMPSON, 
Inspector- General. 


JACKSON, April 8, 1863. 
General STEVENSON, Vicksburg: 
Steamer Dot, with 200,000 pounds bacon, reached Big Black this 
evening. Have arrangements made at once for its transportation. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
LTnieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, April 9, 1863. 
General STEVENSON, Vicksburg : 

Have ordered 1,500 men from above as rapidly as possible to Rolling 
Fork. Send small boats to mouth of Sunflower to take them from large 
boats. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 


OFFICE CHIEF OF SUBSISTENCE, DEPT. Miss. AND E. LaA., 
Jackson, April 10, 1863. 
Maj. Kk. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Jackson, Miss. : 


Mayor: On the 29th ultimo I addressed you a communication in 
which I asked that all the purchasing officers in the Second Military 
District, as in all other districts, be instructed not to go outside of their 
districts without authority from me. Will you please inform me if such 
instructions have been issued? Information from various sources has 
been furnished me to the effect that agents from the several military 
districts are being sent out in every direction, producing conflict and 
confusion in the purchase of supplies. I quote from a letter received . 
this day from Red River: / 


There have been a good many outside commissaries or agents from Port Hudson and 
Vicksburg, who, instead of facilitating the shipment of articles necessary for the army, 
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simply create the impression that there must be a great demand, and, consequently, 
cause the planter to hold back for higher prices. Such action should cease, 
Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Major, de. 


JACKSON, April 13, 1863. 
General JOSEPH E. JouNSTON, Tullahoma : 


Cars cannot run above Okolona. I am now establishing depots of 
corn at Enterprise and Meridian; shall also at Macon and Columbus. 
Meat can only be obtained in moderate quantities for want of wagon 
transportation. Willdo allI can. Have no knowledge of my purchas- 
ing agents being in Alabama. Have ordered recall. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 


HpQrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND HASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, April 13, 1865. 
Maj. THEO. JOHNSTON, Chief of Subsistence, Jackson: 

Magor: In reply to your communication of this day’s date, I am 
directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to say that no more 
shipments are desired to be made to Vicksburg at present. 

I am, respectfully, 
Rk. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant A djutant-General. 


OFFICE CHIEF OF SUBSISTENCE, DEPT. MISS. AND H. LaA,, 

Jackson, April 14, 1863. 

Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Jackson, Miss.: 


Masor: Inclosed I remit all the information that I have in relation 
to the condition of commissary stores at Port Hudson, except what has 
been said by persons whose names I did not take; but almost all with 
whom I have conversed united in saying that there was great waste of 
stores at that post. Whether these statements were true I have not had 
an opportunity of my own knowledge to ascertain, but I know the gen- 
tlemen who have made the statements to be of undoubted integrity. I 
am pleased to know that an investigation is to be made, and, if there 
has been neglect of duty, the fact will be known. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Major and Chief of Subsistence. 


JACKSON, April 14, 1863. 
Maj. THEO. JOHNSTON, Chief of Subsistence, Jackson : 
Masor: In reply to your communication of this day, I am directed 
by the lieutenant-general commanding to say that the enemy’s gun- 
boats are reported at the mouth of Red River. Nothing can go down. 


I am, respectfully, &c., 
R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpers. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND HASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, Miss., April 14, 1863. 


Maj. L. Mims, Chief Quartermaster, Jackson, Miss.: 

MAgor: In connection with the accompanying communication from 
General Stevenson, referred to you, I am directed by the lieutenant- 
general commanding to say he thinks it better to haul the machinery, 
iron, &c., to Vaughn’s Station from Yazoo City, and that to take off 
the wagons from hauling corn to Vicksburg would be to prevent the 
accumulation of corn, &c., on the line of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, 
which is now so much desired. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
hk. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE CHIEF OF SUBSISTENCE, DEPT. Miss. AND EH. LA., 
Jackson, April 16, 1863. 

Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, Assistant Adjutant-General, Jackson: 
Masor : In reply to your communication of the 13th instant, asking 
for information in relation to the amount of supplies that can be col- 
lected at once on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, say at Meridian, En- 
terprise, Macon, and Columbus, [ have the honor to state I am accumu- 
lating supplies rapidly along the line of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad ; 
but the amount I can collect it is difficult for me to determine with any 
accuracy. Inclosed is a consolidated statement of the stores now at 
different points along the road.* As they accumulate I wiil inform you. 


Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THEO. JOHNSTON. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. OF MISs. AND HASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, April 16, 1863. 
Maj. THEO. JOHNSTON, Chief Commissary ; 

Masor: The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to say that 
corn and corn-meal are not rapidly enough accumulated by your depart- 
ment; that 8,500 bushels of corn is but a small amount to have on the 
line of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. ©. TAYLOR, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


Hpars. DEPT. oF Miss. AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, April 17, 1863. 
Maj. THEO. JOHNSTON, Chief of Subsistence : 

Sir: The lieutenant-general commanding is very solicitous for the 
collection of supplies at the different points named in the order of yes- 
terday, viz: Meridian, Macon, Columbus, and West Point. He hopes 
the greatest energy will be used by all the employés of your department, 
and no effort be spared to effect the object. He relies upon you to com- 
mand success. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. THOMPSON, 
Inspector- General. 


* Omitted. 
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JACKSON, April 18, 1863. 
General CHALMERS, Panola, Miss. : 

Tregard the navigation of the Mississippi River shut out from us 
now. No more supplies can be gotten from the Trans-Mississippi De- 
partment. Can you not supply 15,000 men from Panola ? 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, April 18, 1863. 
Maj. HowrELu HInps, Fayette, Miss. : 

We have a cargo of bacon on a boat in Choctaw Bayou, 4 miles west 
of Water Proof. It is of vital importance to save it. Can it be trans- 
ported to the river, and crossed at Rodney, and from thence sent to the 
railroad? If so, you will undertake the direction of the enterprise. If 
you can get it across anywhere you will do a great service, for which 
Lieutenant-General Pemberton will be most grateful. Answer. 

W. H. McCARDLE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JACKSON, April 18, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. JoHN S. BOWEN, Grand Gulf: 

Steamer Vigo is now in Choctaw Bayou, 4 miles west of Water Proof, 
with a cargo of bacon for Vicksburg. Send an energetic commissary 
and quartermaster to receipt for the bacon and provide transportation, 
by impressment if necessary. What means would you suggest for get- 
ting it across the river? It is too necessary for it to be lost. Answer 


as soon as possible. 
J. OC. PEMBERTON, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Hpg@rs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND HASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, April 20, 1863. 


Maj. THEO. JOHNSTON, Chief of Subsistence : 

Masor: I’am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to say, 
in reply to your communication of to-day’s date, relative to subsistence 
at Port Hudson, La., that he is satisfied with amount now on hand, but 
hereafter the supply must not be decreased, as it will have to be kept 
up by land. Every effort must be made to supply as fast as consumed. 

Lam, major, your obedient servant, ; 
J. H. MORRISON, 


' Atde-de-Camp. 


JACKSON, April 22, 1863. 
Col. W. S. LOVELL, Natchez : 
Am arranging to haul the one thousand sacks corn to Port Hudson. 
You must get all you can for that place. Is it quartermaster or com- 


missary ? 
. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 
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JACKSON, April 22, 1863. 
Col. L. B. NoRTHROP, 
Commissary-General, Richmond : 

Steamboats in Mississippi will greatly impede, if not prevent, supply 
of beef from Texas. Planters here want from 25 to 35 cents. By what 
rule shall I proceed to obtain it? 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 


Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, MIss., April 22, 1863. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Mayor: The management of the commissariat at Port Hudson is 
unsatisfactory. The facts are as follows: 
Maj. J. P. Carr reports on hand March 15— 


ationg.obeDILcsp Olkeee eeteee leaner = ee ale cre ieee ine nee ote cece t eee 393, 750 
HVAPLOMSTOLs DACOD sew tte hee ee eis eres eee 2 aie are eens eee a tee nae Sees 627, 560 
1, 021, 310 
FEV Duan pee Ea eine = ei ainte Se sue eM ciel notated eet sereca ates San ome aye mata ree 1, 674 
On hand as per report of March 31: 
Rations of bulk pork...--...---. Se os See Aa evitel Rae oroaiee waar 371, 132 
ALONSO LO ACON Rte cet nae se cone ee Bee ao een pe eine nate 622, 132 
— 993, 264 
(Hogs slaughtered and included in report of bulk pork.) 
On hand as per report of April 15: 
abions Oe GU PORKe se esate che are = teeta ion Seems wae eee ee 3, 760 
PIONS OLS DACOM aoe mie aia Anes aes oe tate ae Holes Coe eee 460, 000 
——— . 463,760 
Difference in fifteen days (rations).......--....-------..--- 529, 504 
Bacon and pork, if issued exclusively for fifteen days (rations)... -- 197, 640 
Remaining unaccounted for (rations) ..2... ....-...-------------- 3 331, 864 
Major Carr, as will be seen, reports on March 15: 
HS AEONSE Mes ete. ce sls << On.ce San seae Seem tia ee ge eer 1, 021, 310 
HPOSHONMNAMG a. ean come cilecer et tee koe eine tee eee EN oee es tee 1, 674 
Between March 15 and 31, the 1,674 hogs were slaughtered, which, at 
150 pounds each (a small average), and three-quarter pound to 
Pine ramOn, ewOUTdIM ale: sc tins 2 sek eee et cece Maes eee eee. Seen 334, 800 
1, 356, 110 


On April 17, I addressed Major Carr as follows: 


Your telegraphic report to-day gives but 1,880 pounds of pork. Is that all you 
have? ‘There isa decrease, according to your report, of 529,504 rations of bacon and 
bulk pork within the last fifteen days. Is not this an error? 

The following is Major Carr’s reply: 


The last report is correct; that of the first was bungled by clerk, and is a large 
overestimate. In next report there will be a heavy deduction for loss in estimated 
weight of hogs. S 

[ have, in a communication to Major [J. J.] Wheadon, chief commis- 
sary of General Gardner, insisted that a depot commissary be assigned 
to duty at Port Hudson. He has assigned Majer Carr, and Capt. J. P. 
Jones as post commissary. : 
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_ If, in the opinion of the lieutenant-general commanding, any action 
Is necessary, | would be pleased to have an investigation or something 
done which will prevent a repetition or continuation of such a condition 
of things as has for some time existed at that post. I cannot determine 
where the fault lies, but the facts are as stated. 

Under date of April 5, Major Carr says: 

The issues have been of pork and bacon for the greater part of the time at three- 
fourths of a pound to the ration, by order of General Gardner. 

I respectfully request that General Gardner be desired to revoke his 
order. One-half pound per day is all that has been issued for many 
months in this department. In Virginia one-fourth of a pound only is 
issued. I request also that General Gardner be instructed to have 
issued to the troops of his command beef five days in seven. 

I am, major, respectfully, &c., 
THEO. JOHNSTON, 
Major and Chief of Subsistence. 


JACKSON, April 24, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRANK. GARDNER, 
Port Hudson, La.: 

You will issue salt meat, not to exceed three times a week, including 
salt beef and lard, rice in lieu of the corn, at the rates directed by de- 
partment. Molasses and sugar may be issued in lieu of meat until fresh 
beef can be obtained. You must send to Louisiana parishes a party to 
assist Captain [J. B.] Chrisman in collecting beef for Port Hudson.:« 
Enemy is making raids as low as Southern Railroad; danger of supplies 
being cut off. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tneutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, April 25, 1863. - 
Brig. Gen. JOHN S. BOWEN, Grand Gulf: 
What amount of bacon in cargo? I propose sending it to Port Hud- 
son, via Woodville. Answer. 
J. CO. PEMBERTON, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 
JACKSON, April 26, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JouN 8S. BOWEN: 


The meat in Cole’s Creek must be sent direct to Port Hudson, via 
Washington, to Woodville, where General Gardner’s agents will take it. 
What is now on the way to Port Hudson may await their further orders. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. Dept. OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, April 30, 1863, 
PRESIDENT SOUTHERN RAILROAD, Jackson: 


Sim: It is of the utmost importance that the break in your road should 
be repaired with the greatest expedition, and I hope that you will de- 
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vote your energy and attention to the matter, and employ such a force 
on the work that the necessary repairs may be completed in the short- 
est possible time, as a great portion of the supplies for this command 
must now come over your road. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TC, PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, April 30, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. Joun S. Bowen, Grand Gulf: 
The meat at Port Gibson must by no means be allowed to fall Into 
hands of the enemy. Have the re-enforcements arrived ? 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 


[Appendix B.] 
Correspondence relative to Ordnance. 


Houuy Sprines, Miss., November 6, 1862. 
Col. J. GORGAS, 
Chief of Ordnance, Richmond, Va. : 

Ineed 600 rounds 3-inch Parrott projectiles and 300 rounds 20-pounder — 
Parrott as soon as possible; also small-arms and ammunition; also fixed , 
ammunition, assorted, for field guns. Have none on hand, except what 
,is in the hands of regiments and battalions, only partially supplied. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, MIiss., November 12, 1862. 


Col. de GoRgas. Richmond, Va.: 


* Neither of the iearrott guns, siege guns, 24-pounder howitzers, or 12- 
pounder bronze guns have been received yet. Have any been sent? I 
am terribly in want of arms. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tneutenant- General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, Miss., November 22, 1862. 


Col. J. GORGAS, Richmond, Va.: 


The arms sent by messenger on the 29th have never been heard of 
here. Flats will be sent from Chattanooga as soon as they arrive for 
10-inch guns. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
LTieutenant- General, Commanding. 


VICKSBURG, MISs., January 3, 1863. 


Col. J. GORGAS, Chief of Ordnance, Richmond, Va.: 
Please order General [G. J.] Rains, at Augusta, to send me at once 
30,000 pounds of powder. Must have it immediately. 
J. C, PEMBERTON, 
Lacutenant- General. 
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JACKSON, MIss., January 28, 1863. 
Col. [J.] GoRGAS, Richmond, Va.: 
Please order the 4,000 arms required for by Major [George Upshur] 
Mayo sent here without delay. They are indispensable at this juncture. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, Miss., February 5, 1863. 
Col. J. GORGAS, Richmond, Va.: 

I fear you do not appreciate the importance of meeting ordnance 
requisitions for this department. A constant supply of field and small- 
arm ammunition (especially buck and ball) must come. I want 1,000,000 
percussion-caps immediately. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
LIneutenant- General. 


JACKSON, Miss., April 16, 1863. 
Col. [J.]| GoRGAS, Richmond, Va.: 

I have a battalion of sharpshooters without arms. Can you let me 
have three hundred Enfield rifles to arm them? J need a number of 
small-arms for unarmed men in my department. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, Miss., April 18, 1863. 
Col. J. GorRGAS, Chief of Ordnance, Richmond, Va. : 

If ammunition for the three 9-inch guns is not sent with them, they 
will be useless to me. Have heard nothing from you of bolts for the 
Brooks gun now here. Without bolts it had as well been left in Rich- 
mond. I have no coal, and am unable to obtain any. 

J. ©. PEMBERTON, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, Miss., April 19, 1863. 
Col. J. GoRGAS, Chief of Ordnance, Richmond, Va.: 

The dimensions for eyes for shells is not uniform. Please have the 
shells fixed with fuses, or have the eyes uniform. Order extra sabots, 
as many are broken by railroad in transportation. Different arsenals 
make the eyes larger or smaller than prescribed; should be corrected. 
Friction-primers frequently fail. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tieutenant-General, Ge. 


JACKSON, MIss., April 23, 1863. 
Col. J. GoRGAS, Chief of Ordnance, Richmond, Va. : 

Have but one 10-inch mortar, but can throw incendiary shells from 
10-inch and 8-inch columbiads. Send me as many as you can, and 
powder, or, better, cartridges with them. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tneutenant-General, Commanding. 
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JACKSON, MIss., April. 29, 1863. 
Col. J. GORGAS, 
Chief of Ordnance, Richmond, Va. : 

Daily complaints are made of friction-primers sent to this department. 
Usually three out of five fail. It is worse than useless to send tin ones 
here. Send at least 10,000 copper ones by special messenger with all 
haste. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General,. Commanding. 


[Appendix C.] 


List of officers and enlisted men mentioned for gallant conduct in battles of 
Baker’s Creek, Big Black, and during siege of Vicksburg; also tabular 
statement of killed, wounded, and missing of Stevenson's and Bowen’s 
divisions during same time. — 


List of officers, non-commissioned officers, and enlisted men specially 
mentioned for gallant conduct in the battle of Baker’s Creek and 
during the siege of Vicksburg: 


BAKER’S CREEK. 


Mentioned by Maj. Gen. C. L. Stevenson: 

Brig. Gen. S. D. Lee, gallant conduct during entire engagement, 
having three horses shot under him. Major [J. W.] Anderson, chief of 
artillery, gallantly falling in full discharge of his duties. Captain [S. J.] 
Ridley, Company A, First Mississippi Artillery, fell, fighting his guns 
single-handed and alone, winning even from his enemies the highest trib- 
ute of admiration. Captains [Max Van Den] Corput and [J. W.] John- 
ston, fought their batteries to last extremity, aided by non-commissioned 
officersand men. Captain [J. F.] Waddell, First Mississippi [Alabama] 
Artillery, fought guns to last extremity, and, when battery was retaken, 
aided by Lieut. G. D. Wise, ordnance officer of Cumming’s brigade, 
fought guns until Missourians had to fail back. Maj. J. J. Reeve, as- 
sistant adjutant-general, gallant conduct and coolness in leading men 
into action. Major [Howell] Webb, inspector-general, gallant conduct. 
Capt. J. W. Mathews, acting assistant adjutant-general, gallant con- 
duct. Surg. H.M.Compton, gallant conduct. First Lieutenant [Henry 
T.] Botts, gallant conduct. Col. G. A. Heyward, volunteer aide-de- 
camp, gallant conduct. Mr. D. E. Norris, telegraph operator, for ren- 
dering valuable services. Private A. T. Sullivan, for rendering valuable 
services. 

Mentioned by Colonel [T. P.] Dockery, commanding Missouri brigade: 

Sergt. R. H. G. Gaines, Company K, Twenty-third Alabama, gallant 
conduct; unassisted and alone, he used with good effect a 12-pounder 
howitzer on the flanking column of enemy, firing from 12 to 15 rounds. 
Lieutenant-Colonel [W. H.] Dismukes fell, mortally wounded, gallantly 
charging the enemy’s batteries. Private Pudic, Nineteenth Arkansas, 
gallant conduct during entire engagement, keeping in front of his regi- 
ment during whole day, using his gun with good effect. 

Mentioned by Colonel [F. M.] Cockrell, commanding Missouri brigade: 

Captain Waddeil, First Mississippi [Alabama] Artillery, gallant con- 
duct. Captains Carrington and Spangler and Lieutenant [T. J.| 
Dobyns, First Missouri Infantry, fell, gallantly fighting the enemy. 
Captain [W.P.] Mellvain, Third Missouri Infantry, fell, gallantly fight- 
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ing. Lieutenant-Colonel [F. L.] Hubbell, Third Missouri, fell, mortally 
wounded, in hottest of the fight. Captain [H. G.] McKinney, mortally 
wounded, in hottest of fight. Lieutenant [R. 8.] Rankin, First Missouri, 
mortally wounded, gallantly fighting. Colonel [A.C.] Riley and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [H. A.] Garland, First Missouri, gallant conduct. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel |P. S.] Senteny and Major [T. M.] Carter, Second Mis- 
souri, gallant conduct. Colonel [W. R.] Gause and Major [J. R.] 
McDowell, Third Missouri, gallant conduct. Colonel [James] McCown, 
Lieutenant-Colonel [R. 8.] Bevier, and Major [O. A.] Waddell, Fifth 
Missouri, gallant conduct. Major [Stephen] Cooper, Sixth Missouri, 
gallant conduct. Capts. U. M. Young, J. M. Flanagan, acting assistant 
pe ate- general, and R. L. Maupin, acting aide-de-camp, gallant con- 
uct. 


DURING SIEGE OF VICKSBURG. 


Mentioned by Maj. Gen. C. L. Stevenson: ; 

Brig. Gen. 8. D. Lee, gallant conduct in repulsing the only decided 
assault made on General Stevenson’s line during siege. Lieut. Col. BE. 
W. Pettus, gallant conduct in leading charge against enemy in ditch 
and capturing two stand of colors placed by the enemy on parapet. 
Colonel [ C.S.] Guyton, Fifty-seventh Georgia, gallant conduct in lead- 
ing sally. Colonel [W. E.] Curtiss, Forty-first Georgia, gallant conduct 
in picket fight, capturing 107 Federals. Colonel [I. W.] Garrott, Twen- 
tieth Alabama, killed; true soldier and gifted patriot. Captain [F. O.] 
Claiborne, artillery corps, gallant conduct; killed. Lieut. G. D, Wise, 
ordnance officer Cumming’s brigade, gallant conduct; specially men- 
tioned for valuable services rendered in carrying dispatches to General 
[J. H.] Johnston. Maj. J. J. Reeve, assistant adjutant-general, gallant 
conduct and strict attention to duty. Major [G. L.] Gillespie, chief of 
subsistence, valuable services in subsisting garrison by close attention 
to duties. Capt. J. W. Johnston, inspector-general light artillery, for 
valuable services rendered. Captains Waddell and [John B.] Grayson, 
commanding light batteries, valuable services. Capt. P. Robinson, en- 
gineer officer, valuable services. Major [J. E.] McElrath, quartermas- 
ter, valuable services. 

Mentioned by Colonel Cockrell, commanding Missouri brigade: 

Ordnance Sergt. William F. Luckett, mortally wounded while carry- 
ing ammunition through severe fire. Col. Eugene Erwin, killed while 
fighting most gallantly. Lieut. Col. P. S. Senteny, killed while fight- 
ing most gallantly. Lieutenants [J. T.] Crenshaw and [John] Rose- 
bery, killed while fighting gallantly. Col. A.C. Riley and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Garland, First Missouri, gallant conduct. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Senteny and Major Carter, Second Missouri, gallant conduct. Major 
McDowell, Third Missouri, gallant conduct. Colonel McCown and 
Major Waddell, Fifth Missouri, gallant conduct. Major Cooper, Sixth 
Missouri, gallant conduct. Capt. kh. L. Maupin, gallant conduct and 
valuable services. Capts. W. P. Pitman, assistant inspector-general, 
H. M. Pollard, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieut. T. B. Green, aide- 
de-camp, gallant conduct. Sergeant [W. A.] Fisher, Lowe’s Missouri 
artillery, gallant conduct. 

Mentioned by Col. Edward Higgins, commanding river batteries: 

Capts. J. P. Lynch and [T. N.] Johnston, First Tennessee Heavy Ar- 
tillery, for handsomely handling their guns during entire siege. Maj. 
¥. W. Hoadley, First Tennessee Heavy Artillery, gallant conduct; 
killed. Colonel [A.] Jackson, jr., and Lieutenant-Colonel [Robert] Ster- 
ling, First Tennessee Heavy Artillery, gallant conduct. Maj. F. N. 
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Ogden, Highth Louisiana Battalion Heavy Artillery, gallant conduct. 
Captains [W. C.| Capers, [R. C.] Bond, [Rufus J.] Bruce, Lieutenants 
[Richard] Agar, [Ed. D.] Woodlief, [C. A.] Conrad, First Louisiana 
Regular Artillery, gallant conduct. Lieutenant [W. T.] Mumford, act- 
ing assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. W. M. Bridges, acting assistant i 
inspector-g general ; Lieut. W. Yerger, aide-de-camp; Lieut. W. O. Flynn, 
engineer officer, ‘valuable services. Sergt. Thomas P. Lynebh, First 
Louisiana Artillery, valuable services as chief of river police, always 
discharging his duties with promptness and to the full satisfaction of 
his commanding officer. 

Mentioned by Colonel [T. N.] Waul, commanding Waul’s Texas 
Legion: 

Captain [Louis] Papendieck, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieu- 
tenant Simmons, aide-de-camp, fell, fighting gallantly for their country. 
Major [Allen] Cameron, gallant conduct; killed. Capt. H. Wickeland, 
gallant conduct. Captain [J. B.] Fleitas, First Louisiana Zouaves, gal- 
lant conduct. 

Mentioned by Maj. Gen. M. L. Smith: 

Lieutenant-Colonel [Edward] Ivy, chief of artillery; Major [J. G.] 
Devereux, assistant adjutant-general; Major [J. F.] Girault, assistant 
inspector-general ; Major [T. C.] Fearn, quartermaster; Capt. M. Mc- 
Donald, ordnance officer; Lieut. G. H. Frost, aide-de camp; Lieutenant 
[B. M.] "Harrod, aide-de- camp ; Surgeon [N. i ?] Whitfield, and Capt. 
Hobart, volunteer aide-de-camp, gallant conduct and very valuable 
services. 

Mentioned by Brigadier-General Hébert : 

Col. Charles H. Herrick, mortally wounded; gallant conduct. Lieut. 
Charles A. Bruslé, aide-de-camp, killed; gallant conduct. Lieut. Bless- 
ing, engineer officer, killed; gallant conduct. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tneutenant- General. 


Fieturn of Casualties in the Confederate forces at Baker's Creek, Big Black, and Vicksburg, 


Miss., 1863. 
Killed. Wounded. | Missing. 
| A a 
o) o 3) Pi 
Command. A | A i 
a|s|2#/3 14) 23 | & 
5 ia ay aD o D g 
[S) sr o aI [S) = on 
L ce a 5] | | a eh 
oO |. ro) i) ° io] ba 
Stevenson’s division : 
BaAKOGSCTCOk: 2 ce enas ers suas lates va eameleeete aceite 13] 211 41 | 603 60 |1, 828 | 2, 756 
WACK SOUPS Wace =p incr elds cowie eran g tec cues dae omens 8 | 114 17 | 283 2 2 
PROGR einer es acer ice hee os Socom cI ee ote ee 21 325 58 | 886 62 |1, 852 | 3, 204 
Bowen's division : 
MIO M OTe Ola r ewe) - Raise ca once ial seine oe lester aeteee et ah ING ee ab hs) 64 | 366 7 | 300 868 
DICER aAGKe enna dear wes ces nee memes eee cane eae aeons 1 PAS Sete 8 9; 105 | 907 | 1,024 
Wil OSU Seeman ts as e.se cnn ce ece sine aetna ie eee 24] 166 30))| Sa098|eeceas 74 758 
Ko alee eee esc Soe, 6 BE AO EEE 41 | 283 99 | 834 | 112 |1, 281 | 2, 650 
CrandMto tats toner ee hae gee Sten eee 62 608 157 |1, 720 174 |3, 133 | 5, 854 


* Note on original states that no reports had been received from Forney’s division, 
Smith’s division, the river batteries, or Waul’s Legion. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., October 1, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: At the suggestion of the President, I would call vour at- 
tention to several points in your recent report of operations in Mis- 
sissippi which it would be gratifying to me to have elucidated or ex- 
plained. 

The first dispatch of General J. E. Johnston, from Jackson, instructed 


- you to advance and attack in the rear the corps of the enemy at Clinton, 
~ and promised co-operation in such attack on his part. Clinton was on 


the railroad between General Johnston and Jackson, and yourself at 
Edwards Depot. I have understood this direction to instruct you to 
march toward Clinton at once, and by the direct or nearest route, 
considering the rear to be the side most remote from him (Genera! J.) 


- and nearest you, and not to have contemplated that you should make 


a detour to come around on the rear of the line by which the enemy 
had advanced toward Clinton. Was a different view entertained by 


_ you of the intent of this order? As the object of the order was to 


- have the corps at Clinton promptly assailed while separate and _ be- 


- yond support, I have supposed it contemplated immediate movement 


on your part to execute it, and that the distance was not so great but 
that you might, could you have marched at once, have reached and 
struck the corps in from twelve to twenty-four hours. Will you state 
the distance and what obstacles prevented movement on your part for 
some twenty-six hours? I have deemed it unfortunate that on receiv- 
ing this first dispatch from General Johnston, you—knowing that he 
must necessarily be very imperfectly acquainted with your position and 
resources, as well as with the movements and forces of the enemy—did 
not take the responsibility of acting on your better knowledge and main- 
tain your preconceived plan, or, if unwilling to do that, that you did 
not at once carry out strictly the order received. It appears to me the 
more to be regretted that, having written to General Johnston that you 
would move at once, though against your judgment, in execution of his 


- instructions, you should afterward have so far deviated from them as 


to resolve to direct your movements toward Raymond instead of toward 
Olinton. When you came to this resolve, you at once informed General 
Johnston, but it happened, unfortunately, that after the receipt of your 
first [communication], General Johnston had been compelled to act by 
the advance of the enemy on Jackson, and to proceed in evacuating, 


on the supposition that you were executing his first orders, and that 


you were more easily to be approached by his moving out to the north 
rather than to the south of the Vicksburg Railroad. Had he known of 
your purpose to move toward Raymond, the reasonable inference is he 
would have directed his movements southward, or more in the direc- 
tion of your proposed advance. I think it not unlikely misapprehen- 
sion on this subject prevented his so moving as to have enabled him to 
have taken part in the battle so soon to be fought by you. 

Will you explain more fully the motives for your deviation from the 
direct execution of the instructions, and the consequences which, in 


_ your judgment, would have resulted from pursuing the instructions liter- 
* ally ? Were you acquainted with the movements of the several corps 


of the enemy when, as it appears, they were separated into two or more 
distinct columns (separated by 12 or 15 miles), and when you were 


“nearer to one and perhaps to two than they were to each other? Could 


you not have struck at one separately ; and, if so, what reasons induced 
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you to wait till nearly all their several forces concentrated and attacked 
you on your inarch, in obedience to General Johnston’s renewed order? 

While [have not approved General Johnston’s instructions, as under 
the circumstances I think it would have been better to have left you to 
the guidance of your superior knowledge of the position and your own 
judgment, I confess to have been surprised that, seeing he had taken 
the responsibility of positive directions with a view to a prompt attack 
ona separate detachment of the enemy, you had not seized the occasion 
while they were severed to attempt the blow. I consider the essential 
part of his orders to have been immediate advance and attack ona 
separate column, and that if you could not execute that, you would have 
been well justified in attempting no other compliance, and falling back 
on your previous plan. As it was, neither plan was pursued, and inval- 
uable time and the advantage of position were lost in doubtful move- 
ments. So, at least, the case has struck my mind. : 

On another distinct point I should be pleased to have information : 
How happened it that General [J.] Gregg with his small force was so 
far separated from you, and compelled alone at Raymond to encounter 
the greatly superior forces of the enemy ? Had he been placed at such 
distance as a covering force to Jackson (the capital), or with what view? 

To recur again to the battle of Baker’s Creek : I should be pleased to 
know if General Loring had been ordered to attack before General 
Cumming’s brigade gave way, and whether in your opinion, had Steven- 
son’s division been promptly sustained, the troops with him would have 
fought with so little tenacity and resolution as a portion of them exhib- 
ited. Have you had any explanation of the extraordinary failure of 
General Loring to comply with your reiterated orders to attack, and do 
you feel assured your orders were received by him? His conduct, un- 
less explained by some misapprehension, is incomprehensible to me. 

You will, I trust, general, excuse the frankness with which I have 
presented the foregoing subjects of inquiry. They will, doubtless, only 
enable you more fully to explain the movements made by you and the 
reasons inducing them, to the satisfaction as well of others interested 
as of— 

. Yours, with esteem, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RiIcHMOND, November 10, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond: 

siz: To your communication of the 1st ultimo I have the honor to 
make the following reply, taking the points presented in order as you 
have placed them: 

The first order from General Johnston was, I conceived, to move on 
the rear of the corps of the enemy known by him to be at Clinton, and 
I believed his intent to be by the most direct route; but as he did not 
in his dispatch indicate by what route, it was, consequently, left entirely 
with my own judgment and discretion (had I seen fit to move to Clinton 
at all) to decide the most advantageous route under the circumstances 
for the advance. I deem that to have made the movement to Clinton 
by any route (but more especially by the “most direct or nearest route”) 
would have been hazardous in the extreme; yes, suicidal, for in that case 
would my flank and rear have been entirely unprotected, and a large por- 
tion of the enemy’s force (of whose position General Johnston seemed to 


| 
! 


| CHar. XXXVI.) GENERAL REPORTS. 323 


be entirely ignorant) could have interposed itself between my army and 
its base of operations (Vicksburg), and have taken that stronghold almost 
without a struggle, so small was'its garrison after I had drawn all my 
available force for the field. The object, no doubt, of the order was that 
the detachment of the enemy at Clinton should be promptly assailed 
“while separate and beyond support.” But was it beyond supporting 
distance of the other columns? Of the positions of the enemy I was not 
definitely informed; but only knew that the whole of Grant’s army 
(three corps) had taken the general direction (northeast) toward the 
railroad. At what point on this they would strike, or the positions of the 
two corps, not mentioned nor seemingly regarded by General Johnston, 
I was not informed, except inasmuch as I had learned from prisoners 
that Smith’s division was at Dillon’s and the rest of the corps to which 
he was attached were near him, could I make the movement on the one 
corps at Clinton irrespective and regardless of the major force of the 
enemy? jeopardizing my lines of communication and retreat, and giving 
up Vicksburg an easy capture to the enemy, the retention of which in 
our possession I knew to be the great aim and object of the Government 
in the campaign; and for this end all my dispositions of troops had been 
made and plans arranged—plans now subverted entirely by the order 
under consideration; for it had not been my intention to make any for- 
ward movement from Edwards Depot, but to have there awaited an 
attack from the enemy (which must have taken place in forty-eight hours, 
or he would have been compelled to have sought supplies at his base on 
the Mississippi River), in a chosen position, with my lines secured, and, 
if overwhelmed by numbers, with a way of retreat open across the Big 
_ Black, which line of defense I would have then held as an obstruction 
to the enemy’s investing Vicksburg. And this disarrangement of my 
plan caused “the delay for some twenty-six hours.” Not having con- 
templated an advance, all the arrangements had to be made for the move- 
ment, all my available troops had to be collected, and great difficulty 
was caused by the heavy rain which fell in the twenty-four hours suc- 
ceeding the receipt of the order. My movement, considering the diffi- 
culties to be encountered and the preparations necessary to be made, was, 
I think, promptly executed and without “delay,” in the usual accepta- 
tion of the meaning of that term. 

General Johnston not having consulted with me, or in any way asked 
for my plan or opinion, I had perhaps no right to suppose that he was 
“imperfectly acquainted with my position and resources, as well as with 
the movements and forces of the enemy ;” but, on the contrary, when he 
ordered my advance, I would have been justified in supposing that he 
must have been better informed as to the disposition of the forces of the 
enemy than myself. But, notwithstanding this, had I been upheld by 
the opinions of my general officers, I would not have advanced beyond 

Edwards Depot, as I deemed it very hazardous to make any forward 
movement, but would there have awaited, on chosen ground, the attack 
of the enemy. 

The interval which elapsed between my communications (informing 
General Johnston in the first that I would obey his instructions at once, 

though against my own judgment, and in the second that I would move 
ina direction to cut off the supplies of the enemy) was not long enough 
‘to change or interfere with any movement of his. 

By no possibility could General Johnston have effectually co-operated 
with me in the movement toward Clinton, he at that time having re- 
tired before the greatly superior force of the enemy, in the direction of 

Canton; was some 20 miles distant from Clinton, and, moreover, the 
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enemy would certainly have forced battle from me before I should have 
reached the latter place. 

“The consequence which, in my judgment, would have resulted from 
pursuing the instructions literally” would have been the certain fall of 
Vicksburg, almost without a blow being struck in its defense, so over- 
whelming a force could the enemy then have thrown, without opposition, 
on its small garrison. For further elucidation on this point, I beg leave 
to refer you to an examination of the positions on the map* accom- 
panying my report. 

In consequence of my great deficiency in cavalry, the force of that arm 
in my command being scarcely adequate for the necessary picketing, I 
was not ‘acquainted with the movements of the several corps of the 
enemy,” but only knew, as before stated, that the general direction of 
the whole of Grant’s army was to the northeast from its base on the 
Mississippi River. : 

General Johnston, when he sent me the first instructions for the move- 
ment on the detachment at Clinton, was not informed of the positions of 
the other detachments of the enemy, for he writes me on the next morn- 
ing (the 14th) that another corps of the enemy, he learns, is at Raymond, 
to which he had not in any manner referred in his letter of the 13th.t 

Having concluded that it would be suicidal to make the direct advance 
to Clinton, I would have attempted “no other compliance” with the order 
had the opinions of my general officers in any manner sustained me in so 
doing; but they being all eager for an advance, I made a movement, in 
the shortest possible time, to threaten the roads to Raymond and to 
Dillon, thus to cut off the supplies of the enemy, which a communic¢a- 
tion previously written (of the 14th) by General Johuston, but not re- 
ceived until after the battle of Baker’s Creek, suggested. 

General [J.] Gregg, with his brigade from Port Hudson, having arrived 
at a pointnear Jackson, and being without his wagon transportation, was 
ordered to take position at Raymond (that being an advantageous point 
for the collection of the troops either to move on the flank of the enemy 
advancing on Edwards Depotor to retire on Jackson), and on there being 
joined by the re-enforcements, which were expected and daily arriving at 
Jackson, including, as I hoped, a force of cavalry, to move on the flank 
and rear of the enemy should he attack me in position at Hdwards De- 
pot. To await and draw on this attack I had matured all my plans and 
arrangements. Vide following telegrams to Generals Gregg and Walker 
on this point, where it will be seen that though General Gregg sustained 
the advance of the enemy nobly and bravely, my orders, however, were 
for him te retire on Jackson if attacked by a greatly superior force: 


VICKSBURG, May 11, 1863. 
General GREGG: 

From information from General Tilghman of the enemy being in force opposite the 
ferry at Baldwin’s, it is very probable that the movement toward Jackson is in reality | 
on Big Black Bridge, in which case you must be prepared to attack them in rear or on 
flank. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


VicKsBURG, May 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General WALKER, Jackson : ‘ 
Move immediately with your command to Raymond. General Gregg has been or- 
dered, if the enemy advance on him in too strong force, to fall back on Jackson. You 
will do likewise in conjunction with him. If the enemy advance on you in not too | 


* To be found in Atlas, +t Raymond is 8 miles from Clinton, 
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strong force, you will meet them. If, instead of advancing on Jackson, he should ad- 
vance on Big Black Bridge, the command, under direction of the senior officer, will 
attack him in rear and flank, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
LTicutenant-General, Commanding. 
: VicksBuURG, May 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General WALKER, Jackson: 
Enemy is reported advancing in heavy force on Jackson. Hold your command in 
readiness, and move toward Raymond, either to support General Gregg at that place 
or to cover his retreat. Telegraph to hurry up re-enforcements. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


General Loring ‘had been ordered to attack before General Cum- 
ming’s brigade gave way,” and the order had been again and again re- 
peated; and in my opinion “had Stevenson’s division been promptly 
sustained,” his troops would have deported themselves gallantly and 
creditably. 

I have received no explanation of “the extraordinary failure of Gen- 
eral Loring to comply with my reiterated orders to attack,” and I do 
“feel assured that my orders were received by him.” 

Hoping, sir, that these explanations may prove satisfactory, I am, 
with respect, your obedient servant, 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tneutenant-General, Commanding. 


— 


RiIcHMOND, VA., December 14, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: Having been allowed the opportunity of reading General J. E. 
Johnston’s report of the military operations in the Department of Mis- 
sissippi and HKastern Louisiana during the months of May, June, and 
July last, in justice to myself I request to be permitted to make the fol- 
lowing additional report: 

The first order from General Johnston, dated at Jackson, May 13, 
was received by me near Bovina on the morning of the 14th, I think 
between 9 and 10 o’clock. It was in these terms: 

I have lately arrived, and learn that Major-General Sherman is between us with 
four divisions at Clinton. It is important to re-establish communication, that you 
may be re-enforced. If practicable, come up in his rear at once. To beat such a de- 
tachment would be of immense value. The troops here could co-operate. All the 
strength you can quickly assembly should be brought; time is all-important. 

In this note General Johnston does not intimate a probable movement 
of the corps under General Sherman from Clinton upon Jackson, nor 
does he say how “the troops here [at Jackson] could co-operate.” He 
only directs me for purposes named—‘‘if practicable, come up in his 
[enemy’s] rear at once.” General Sherman with his corps of four divis- 
ions was represented by General Johnston to be between him and my- 
self at Clinton. It was not clear to me by what route General Johnston 
wished me toadyance. If the enemy should await my approach at Clin- 

ton and give me batile there, General Johnston would have been in his 
“rear and might have co-operated; or,if he advanced upon Jackson and 
engaged the small force there, and I could by any possibility, in obe- 
-dience to General Johnston’s orders, have come up in his rear while so 
oceupied, there would have been co-operation; but, in either event, to 
unite our troops in this way, it is plain that the enemy, whatever his 
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strength, must be first completely routed. Isee no other mode by which 
a junction could have been effected, unless either General Johnston or 
myself should pass completely around the position or moving columns 
of the enemy. I have no reason to suppose he contemplated such a 
movement when he addressed to me his note of the 13th. In the ab- 
sence of special instructions as to my route to reach the rear of the en- 
emy at Clinton, I was certainly at liberty to select that which I should 
deem the most advantageous, time or the distance to be marched being 
only one element (though a very important one) which should influence 
my selection. I have no desire, however, to conceal the fact that my 
understanding of General Johnston’s orders was to move as rapidly as 
possible to attack Sherman’s corps at Clinton, or wherever I might find 
it, and I believed that his instructions were influenced by his supposing 
that these were the only troops I should encounter, as no reference is 
made to any other force of the enemy. 

It will be remembered now that I received these instructions between 
9 and 10 o’clock on the morning of the 14th, near Bovina, on the west 
of the Big Black River. I at first determined to obey them at once, al- 
though, in my judgment, fraught with peril and absolute disaster, and 
so informed General Johnston. Before leaving Bovina, I gave some nec- 
essary instructions to meet this unexpected movement, and as soon as 
possible proceeded to Edwards Depot, where I arrived at about 12 
o’clock, and learned from prisoners just captured that a corps of the 
enemy was on my right flank, with one division of it near Dillon’s. 

It will be observed in General Johnston’s communication of the 14th, 
' given in my report (unfortunately not received until the evening of the 
16th), that he informs me he was compelled to evacuate Jackson about 
noon on that day, thus showing that within less than three hours of my 
receipt of his order he was himself compelled to leave Jackson, the 
enemy having moved from Clinton against that place. And in the same 
communication he further informs me that a body of troops, which was 
reported to have reached Raymond on the preceding night, advanced 
at the same time from that direction. Therefore, had I moved imme- 
diately, which I could not have done with more than 16,000 effective 
men, I should have encountered their combined forces in my front had 
they chosen to give me battle, while McClernand’s corps, upon my right, 
could either have interposed between me and Vicksburg or have moved 
at once upon my rear. Nor could I have had much assistance from the 
re-enforcements referred to by General Johnston, for in the same com- 
munication he informs me that— 

Telegrams were dispatched when the enemy was near, directing General Gist to as- 
semble the approaching troops at a point 40 or 50 miles from Jackson, and General 
Maxey to return to his wagons and provide for the security of his brigade; for instance, 
by joining General Gist. 

He himself having moved, on the 14th, with the small force at Jack- 
son, some 7 miles toward Canton, and thus placed himself not less than 
15 miles (as I am informed) by the nearest practicable route from Clin- 
ton; and on the following day he marched 104 miles nearer to Canton 
and farther from Clinton. 

Let us suppose, therefore, for the moment, that, neglecting all provis- 
ion for the safety of Vicksburg, and by withdrawing Vaughn’s brigade 
of 1,500 men from the defense of the Big Black Bridge (my direct line 
of communication with Vicksburg), I had swelled my little army at Ed- 
wards Depot to 17,500 (it must be remembered Tilghman’s brigade was 
west of Big Black, guarding the important approach by Baldwin’s 
Ferry, which was threatened by the whole of McClernand’s corps, and 
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he could not, therefore, have joined me earlier than the morning of the 
15th), and that I had pushed hurriedly forward on the direct road to 
Clinton. I ask any candid mind what would probably, nay, what must 
certainly, have been thé result? I can see none other than the entire 
destruction or capture of my army and the immediate fall of Vicksburg. 
Such were my firm convictions at the time, and I so expressed myself 
to my general officers in council, and such they are still. 

1 have explained, in my report, why, contrary to my own judgment 
and to the subversion of all my plans for the defense of Vicksburg, I 
determined to advance from my position at Edwards Depot, and thus 
abandon the line of the Big Black, which (although I had crossed when 
I learned that the main body of General Grant’s army was approaching 
the Southern Railroad, to protect my communications with the east and 
more easily to avail myself of the assistance of my re-enforcements, which 
were daily arriving) I was yet in a position to recross readily by both 
the bridges, at the railroad and by Bridgeport, and thus defend my vital. 
positions at Snyder’s Mill and Chickasaw Bayou, if I should find that 
the enemy was advancing in too heavy force against Edwards Depot ; 
and I accordingly informed General Johnston, on May 12, that the 
enemy was apparently moving his heavy force toward. Edwards Depot, 
adding— 

That will be the battle-field, if I can carry forward sufficient force, leaving troops 
enough to secure the safety of this place (Vicksburg). 

I was firmly convinced that the enemy’s supplies must be very lim- 
ited, as he moved with but few wagons, and his dependence upon those 


to be drawn from his distant base at Grand Gulf or Bayou Pierre very 


precarious. -[ had good reason, therefore, to believe that he would be 
forced either to advance immediately upon Edwards Depot to give me 
battle (which I should have accepted or avoided, according to circum- 
stances) or to return at once to his base upon the Mississippi River. 

On May 7, and previous to my movement across the Big Black, the 
President of the Confederate States telegraphed me as follows: 

I am anxiously expecting intelligence of your further active operations. Want of 
transportation of supplies must compel the enemy to seek a junction with their fleet 
after a few days’ absence from it. To hold both Vicksburg and Port Hudson isneces- 
sary to a connection with Trans-Mississippi. You may expect whatever it is in my 
power to do. 

I have now shown how important I considered it not to advance be- 
yond my direct communication with Vicksburg and close proximity to 
the Big Black. Nor would I have done so—and I believe that every gen- 
eral officer of my command who attended the council held at Edwards 
Depot will sustain me in the assertion, so far as his opinion may go— 
but for the orders received from General Johnston on the morning of 
May 14. They know, one and all, the loud-voiced public sentiment 
which urged a forward movement. They also know (there may be an 
individual exception or two) how eager they themselves were (though 
they differed as to the preferable movement) to leave the position in 
which they had been in line of battle from the 13th to the morning of 
the 15th, and to advance upon the enemy, and they know farther the 
feeling of their respective commands on the same subject. 

I have stated in my official report, and I reiterate here, that— 

Thad resisted the popular clamor for an advance, which began from the moment the 
enemy set his polluting foot upon the eastern bank of the Mississippi River. I had re- 
sisted, I believe, the universal sentiment of the army—I know of my general officers— 
in its favor (I now add, there may have been an exception or two), and yielded only to 
the orders of my superior. 
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T do not say, nor have I ever said, that General Johnston ordered me 
to make precisely the movement I did make. He did, however, order a 
movement, the consequences of which would, in my judgment, have been 
utterly disastrous had I attempted literally to execute it. But when it 
was known that General Johnston had ordered an advance, the weight 
of his name made the pressure upon me too heavy to bear, and a move- 
ment became necessary. The council was, I think, nearly equally divided 
in opinion as to the respective advantages of the two movements. 
Among others, those of most experience and of highest rank advocated 
that which was ultimately adopted by my accepting what I declared to 
be in my judgment only the lesser of two evils. 

When, on April 28, General Bowen informed me by telegraph that 
“transports and barges loaded down with troops were landing at Hard 
Times, on the west bank,” I made the best arrangements I could, if it 
became necessary to forward to his assistance as rapidly as possible all 
the troops not, in my opinion, absolutely indispensable to prevent a coup 
de main, should it be attempted against Vicksburg. It was indispensable 
to maintain a sufficient force to hold Snyder’s Mill, Chickasaw Bayou, 
the city front, and Warrenton, a line of over 20 miles in length. 

In addition to his troops at Young’s Point (whose strength I had no 
means of ascertaining), which constantly threatened my upper positions, 
the enemy had, as has already been shown, a large force at Hard Times 
and afloat on transports between Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, which 
threatened the latter as well as Warrenton, where a landing under cover 
of his gunboats might have been easily effected, and his whole army con- 
centrated there instead of at Bruinsburg; and this movement would have. 
placed him at once west of the Big Black. It was impossible for me to 
form an estimate of his absolute or relative strength at the two points 
named. 

To concentrate my whole force south and east of Big Black for the 
support of General Bowen against a landing at Grand Gulf, or any point 
south of it not yet apparently even threatened, would, I think, have been 
unwise, to say the least of it. To show that I was not alone in my opinion, 
Tadd a telegram from General Stevenson, then commanding the troops 
in and about Vicksburg: 


The men will be ready to move promptly. To cross the Mississippi, both gunboats 
and transports must pass the batteries at Grand Gulf. An army large enough to 
defend itself on this side would consume much time in crossing. As it is not known 
what force has been withdrawn from this front, it is not improbable that the force 
opposite Grand Gulf is there to lay waste the country on that side and a feint to 
withdraw troops from a main attack here. I venture to express. the hope that the 
troops will not be removed far until further developments below render it certain that 
they will cross in force. 


On April 30, I received by telegraph from General Bowen the first in- 
formation of the landing of the enemy at Bruinsburg, and on the fol. 
lowing day (May 1) the battle of Port Gibson was lost by us. 

In corroboration of the statements made with regard to the threaten- 
ing aspect of affairs toward Vicksburg and its flank defenses, I beg 
leave to draw attention to the following dispatches from General Steven- 
son: 

VICKSBURG, May 29. 

Hight boats loaded with troops from our front are now moying up Yazoo. The 
display made in moving them showed a desire to attract our attention. 

May 30. 


The enemy have been shelling Snyder’s at long range most of the day. Forney 
thinks that five regiments have landed at Blake’s lower quarters. 
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_ The only instructions or suggestions received from General Johnston 
in reference to the movements at Grand Gulf are contained in the fol- 
lowing dispatches, which were dated and received after the battle of 
Port Gibson, and when our army in retreat from that position was re. 
crossing the Big Black: 

TULLAHOMA, May 1. 

If Grants army lands on this side of the river, the safety of Mississippi depends on 
beating it. For that object you should unite your whole force. 

TULLAHOMA, May 2. 

If Grant crosses, unite your whole force to beat him. Success will give back what 
was abandoned to win it. 

The question of supplies and the necessity of a sufficient cavalry force 
(without which [ was powerless) to protect my communications, in event 
of a movement south of Big Black toward Bayou Pierre, has been suffi- 
ciently referred to in the body of my report. 

I have one more remark to make with reference to cavalry: General 
Jobnston informed me about the middle of April that he had ordered 
a brigade to my assistance. So far as my knowledge extends, it did not 
enter the limits of my department. For a few days subsequently, Gen- 
eral Johnston notified me that a strong: force of the enemy in front of 
Roddey prevented his leaving Northern Alabama at that time, and re- 
quested me, if possible, to send a force to co-operate with him. To this 
1 replied, under date of April 20, from Jackson, reminding him that I 
had but a feeble cavalry force, but that I would certainly give Colonel 
[P. D.] Roddey all the aid I could, and_added : 

I have virtually no cavalry from Grand Gulf to Yazoo City, while the enemy is 
threatening to cross the river between Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, having twelve ves- 
sels below Vicksburg. 

In relation to the battle of Baker’s Creek, I wish to add a few words 
in elucidation of my official report: When I lett my position at Edwards 
Depot, it was with the expectation of encountering the enemy. I was, 
therefore, neither surprised nor alarmed when on the night of the 15th I 
learned his close proximity; nor should I have then desired or attempted 
to avoid a battle, but for my anxiety to comply with General Johnston’s 
instructions of the 15th instant, in which he says: 

The only mode by which we can unite is by your moving directly to Clinton, inform- 
ing me, that we may move to that point with about 6,000. 

The remainder of this dispatch is embodied in my report. I used 
every exertion to comply implicitly with his directions, but the enemy 
prevented it. It appears, as will be seen by reference, that General 
Johnston supposed the enemy to be still at Jackson when he wrote on 
the 15th, while in his note of the 14th (received subsequently), the enemy 
being then also at Jackson, he informs me that the force under General 
Gist, he hopes— 
will be able to prevent the enemy in Jackson from drawing provisions from the east. 
This one: [Gregg’s, with which he was present in person] may be able to keep him 
from the country toward Panola. Can he supply himself from the Mississippi? Can 
you not cut him off from it; and, above all, should he be compelled to fall back for 
want of supplies, beat him ? 

The remainder of this dispatch is also contained in my report. 

J here insert a dispatch from General Johnston not given or referred 
to in my report: 

CALHOUN Sration, May 16. 

I have just received a dispatch from Captain [W. 8.] Yerger, informing me that a 

detachment of his squadron went into Jackson this morning just as the enemy was 
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leaving it. They (the Federals) took the Clinton road, It is matter of great anxiety 
tome to add this little force to your army, but the enemy being exactly between us, 
and consultation by correspondence so slow, it is difficult to arrange a meeting. I 
will take the route you suggest, however, if I understand it. We have small means 
of transportation, however. Send forward a little cavalry to communicate with me 
orally. Is the force between us too strong for you to fight, if it interposes itself? 

The various suggestions and instructions in these dispatches seem to 
me to evidence a want of clear and well-defined plans, and all, however, 
seem to ignore Vicksburg, the defense of which I had conceived to be 
the main purpose of the Government in retaining the army in Missis- 
sippl. 

a4 would only further remark that when General Johnston, on May 13, 
informed me that Sherman was at Clinton, and ordered me to attack 
him in the rear, neither he nor I knew that Sherman was in the act of 
advancing on Jackson, which place he entered at 12 o’clock on the next 
day; that a corps of the enemy was at Raymond, following Sherman’s 
mareh upon Jackson, and that another corps was near Dillon’s, prob- 
ably moving in the same direction, and consequently that the order to 
attack Sherman could not be executed. Nor was | myself aware, until 
several hours after I had received and promised to obey the order, that 
it could not be obeyed without the destruction of my army; but on my 
arrival at Edwards Depot, two hours after I received the order, I found 
a large force of the enemy near Dillon’s, on my right flank, and ready 
to attack me in the flank or rear if I moved on Clinton. Not being able, 
therefore, to make the movement, I determined, in consequence of the 
wish indicated by General Johnston’s order for a forward movement on 
my part, to make the only movement of that description which gave any 
promise of success; and, in so doing, I relinquished my own plans for 
the purpose of carrying out what I supposed to be those of General 
Johnston. 

The battle of Baker’s Creek and the entire consequences of my move- 
ment resulted from General Johnston’s order, and he is in part respon- 
sible for them, for if that order had never been given, the battle of 
Baker’s Creek would not have been fought. 

In relation to General Johnston’s complaint that I had made my re- 
port direct to the War Department instead of to him, I am surprised, 
‘Inasmuch as General Johnston had been previously informed by the 
War Department that I had the right to do so. 

In conclusion, I earnestly ask that there may be as little delay as 
possible in reconvening the court of inquiry directed to investigate the 
subjects herein referred to. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General. 


ADDENDA .* 


VICKSBURG, July 2, 1863. 
A meeting of the general officers (Major-Generals Stevenson, Smith, 
Bowen, and Forney) and Lieutenant-General Pemberton, when the 
following, in substance, was spoken : 
All agree to the impracticability of the marching of the troeps on any 
forced march, and exhibit brigadier. generals’ reports. 
General PEMBERTON. You all know General Johnston’s dispatches. 


| 
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General BowEn. I understand he cannot give us aid in raising the 
siege. I have no hopes of his doing so. ; 

General Smiru. | am of opinion it is due to himself to fight Grant. 
I believe he has had a battle probably already, but I believe he has 
not the ability to aid us now, and I see no probability of his being able 
to raise the siege. 

(They reread from memory J. E. Johnston’s dispatches, and judge 
therefrom that there is a more cheerful tone in his last dispatch; still, 
they concur.) 

General Pemberton desires generals to understand J. EH. Johnston’s 
position. They do not hold out any hopes of raising the siege now, 
whatever he may have intended. , 

General PEMBERTON. The next point is to consider how long we can 
remain in statw quo, remain as we are until we are minus food, and sur- 
render, or make proposition. 

General BOWEN. I am decidedly of opinion to propose to General 
Grant now, and then we can have some alternative after, if he refuses. 

All are agreed upon proposing terms of capitulation at once. 


MODE OF CAPITULATION—TERMS. 


General PEMBERTON. That we be allowed to move out with all 
troops; that we can march with arms and officers’ personal effects, as 
is customary, servants and baggage, Wc., and not less than eight days’ 
full rations. 

Is it better that General Pemberton address Grant or appoint three 
commissioners to meet three of Grant’s commissioners ? 

Generals Bowen and Stevenson propose the latter, and it is adopted. 

It is proposed that one of General Pemberton’s staff officers goes and 
proposes the commission. The general does not deem it important as 
what officer, as long as he selects the officer. An officer is selected— 
General Bowen—and the following note is to be conveyed. 


~ 


‘This is read to generals and approved. 
L. M. M. [MONTGOMERY.| 


s 


JANUARY 25, 1863.—Scout between Bolivar, Tenn., and Ripley, Miss. 
Report of Maj. Daniel M. Emerson, First West Tennessee Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST WEST TENNESSEE CAVALRY, 
Bolivar, Tenn., January 28, 1863. 


Sir: On the 25th day of January, 1863, in pursuance of Special Or- 
ders, No. 17, post headquarters, with a detachment of First West Ten- 
nessee Cavalry and the independent companies of the Tippah and Mis- 
sissippi Rangers, I proceeded to scout the country between Bolivar, 
Tenn., and Ripley, Miss., to break up the guerrilla bands infesting that 
neighborhood. 

About 4 p. mn., after I had proceeded about 18 miles, my rear guard 
was attacked by 15 men, who fired a volley, disabling a horse belonging 
to Private John Rose, of the First West Tennessee Cavalry ; he, being 
thrown to the ground, was captured by them. As soon as the firing was 
heard, I immediately faced the column about, and pursued them about 
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2 miles into a piece of woods, when they scattered in different direc- 
tions, making farther pursuit useless. They were dressed partly in 
Federal uniform, and were a portion of the noted Sol. [G.] Street’s com- 
pany of guerrillas, who infest that section of the country. 

January 26.—I scouted the woods and by-paths supposed to be fre- 
quented by the enemy, but was unsuccessful in meeting him; learned 
that he camped a short distance from me the night before, his force not 
being sufficient to attack me. 

' January 27.—On the march to-day captured the following Confeder- 
ates, viz: I’. M. Stewart, lieutenant-colonel Twenty-second Tennessee 
Infantry; F. Stith, lieutenant and adjutant Twenty-second Tennessee In- 
fantry; N. Crouch, private Twenty-third Mississippi Infantry, and J.C. 
Jackson, Thirty-seventh Mississippi Infantry. In conversing with these 
officers, I found their intentions were to pass our lines during the night 
between Bolivar and Grand Junction, and make their way to Shelby 
County, Tennessee. They undoubtedly were going to recruit for their 
regiment. The privates were found at their houses, being at home on 
_ furlough. My intentions were to proceed to Ripley, Miss., but having 
received reliable information that a regimentof rebel cavalry was there, 
I thought it prudent not to venture farther, so I commenced my march 
toward Bolivar, bringing my prisoners with me. Camped about 30 
miles from Bolivar, the enemy following near. 

January 28.—Resumed march toward Bolivar, and arrived here about 
4p. m., and turned the prisoners over to the provost-marshal for dis- 
posal. 

The independent rangers were of great service to me as guides, they 
being residents of the country I passed through. My whole command 
behaved themselves on the march well. Nothing has been done, to my 
knowledge, contrary to existing orders. 

All of which I beg leave to submit. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL M. EMERSON, 
Major, Commanding First West Tennessee Cavalry. 


Capt. JOHN PEETZ, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JANUARY 27, 1863.—Affair near Germantown, Tenn. 


Report of Col. Ephraim R. Eckley, Hightieth Ohio Infantry, command- 


ing Second Brigade, Seventh Division, Sixteenth Army Corps. 


CAMP NEAR GERMANTOWN, January 28, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that on yesterday a forage train from 
this brigade was attacked by a force of rebel cavalry of about 75. The 
escort covered the train, and brought it off in safety without any loss to 
this brigade. But a party of 24, of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, being 
in the same vicinity, vere drawn into ambush and fired on by the whole 
party. Three were killed, 3 wounded (2 seriously), and 16 missing. 

I sent re-enforcements immediately, but they retreated hastily across 
the Coldwater. I immediately placed a force of infantry at the bridge 
across the Nonconnah, and informed Colonel Lee, of the Seventh Kansas, 
who sent a force of cavalry this morning at daylight down the Her- 
nando road and another to Miller’s Bridge, who are pressing them hard. 
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Their force south of the Coldwater and west of Byhalia is represented 
to be at least 500 strong. They have annoyed us almost every day by 
sending small parties to attack and harass our trains and pickets. As 
yet we have, by caution, prevented any [loss] to my command, except 
1 private was slightly [wounded] in the leg while on picket. 

I am still confident that no one has been permitted to cross the rail- 
road without permission. 

The almost impassable condition of the roads has, I think, saved us 
from a general attack from the south. Citizens who communicate with 
me confidentially inform me that it is [G. L.] Blythe’s force that is in our 
front. [R. V.] Richardson’s force is badly cut up, and is no longer 
formidable for mischief, 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. R. ECKLEY, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 
Capt. M. RocuEstTEr, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


JANUARY 28, 1863.—Skirmish near Yorkville, Tenn. 
Report of Col. Oliver Wood, Twenty-second Ohio Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS UNILED STATES FORCES, 
Trenton, Tenn., January 29, 1863. 


Str: I have to report to you concerning the skirmish near Yorkville, 
‘Lenn. (15 miles northwest of Trenton), as follows, viz: 

Yesterday, 28th instant, about 9 a. m., the detachment of infantry, 110 
men, under command of Captain Govette, Twenty-second Regiment Ohio 
Volunteers, after having been divided into four parties for foraging, were 
attacked by [W. A.] Dawson and his band, 98 or 99 men (as the citizens 
report). The party which was attacked numbered 30 in all, under the 
immediate command of Captain Govette, who, with the assistance of 
Captain Moffitt and 10 men of the Eleventh [llinois Volunteer Cavalry, 
soon repulsed Dawson, with no loss whatever on our side. Dawson lost 
1 killed and 5 wounded; also 2 horses wounded. 

Immediately after the skirmish, our forage party commenced gather- 
ing what they had left when attacked, making in all 6 wagon loads of 
corn and 2,000 pounds of salted méats, which will be sent to Jackson 
to-night, excepting the meat. The infantry detachment (‘Twenty-second 
Ohio) will return to Trenton to-night. 

As soon as the cavalry which was sent for this morning arrives from 
Jackson, I intend sending out every horse and man that can be mounted, 
for the purpose of entirely clearing the country of Dawson. Last night 
I had occasion to send Captain Miner with 9 men, mounted, to South 
Gibson. On his way down he reports that he passed the picket line at 
Humboldt without being halted, and that the guard fired but once, and 
that, too, after the squad had passed. 

Respectfully, yours 
ay. O. WOOD, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 
Capt. T. H. Harris, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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JANUARY 28, 1863.—Skirmish near Collierville, Tenn. 


Report of Col. Albert L. Lee, Seventh Kansas Cavalry, commanding 
Second Brigade, Cavalry Division. ! 


GERMANTOWN, 
January 29, 1863. 


Had a skirmish with 200 guerrillas south of Collierville, and killed 

about a dozen. Lost 1 man. All right on the road. 
A. L. LEH, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade, Cavalry Division. 


General HAMILTON. 


JANUARY 28-30, 1863.—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., toward Ripley, 
Miss. 


Report of Maj. William D. Blackburn, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., 
January 30, 1863. 


Str: In pursuance of orders, I sent Major Blackburn, in command of 
the effective force of this regiment, 112 men and officers, on the 28th 
instant, on scouting, for the purpose indicated in said order. Major 
Blackburn has just returned, and reports as follows: 


COLONEL: In obedience to your order, I started on the morning of the 28th instant, 
with 103 men and 9 officers, and proceeded to Ripley, leaving Salem a little to the right, 
and calling on Captain Street, of guerrilla notoriety. Found no force at Ripley, ex- 
cept stragglers. Captured in Ripley Lieutenant-Colonel [L. B.] Hovis, of Seventh 
Mississippi Cavalry; Private Davis, of Seventh Mississippi Cavalry; Private Patten, 
of Twenty-seventh Mississippi Cavalry, and a private of Street’s band; also recaptured 
Privates Henry [M.] Jenkins, Fred. Miller, James Cornelison, William Going, Will- 
iam Cornelison, J. H. Eaton, William D. Harris, 8. A. Eaton, and Martin Smith, all 
of Company G, Sixty-sixth Indiana Infantry, who were captured at Tuscumbia Bridge, 
6 miles south of Corinth, on the 27th instant; also captured a pvumber of muskets, 
shot-guns, rifles, &c., which were destroyed as not worth carrying. 

We patrolled the roads 4 miles south and east of Ripley. - Found nothing but strag- 
glers. Lost 1 man—taken prisoner, private Company E, while on that duty. Re- 
turned by the way of Saulsbury, and crossed the trail of 60 Southern cavalry within 
a mile of that place. They took the Holly Springs road, and gave out that they were 
Forrest’s men. We were within three hours of them. 

Got reliable information from Pontotoc on the 28th. Pinson’s First Mississippi Cav- 
alry was there, and Van Dorn, with his usual force, say 6,000, were then moving from 
near Grenada toward Verona, on the Mississippi and Ohio Railroad. They gave out 
that they were going north, and had ten days’ rations. 

All the conscripts of that region are being organized and sent to Savannah, on the 
Tennessee River, where they are said to be fortifying. 

The roads, except near here and near Ripley, are good. 


Respectfully, 
EDWARD PRINCE, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieutenant Woopwarp, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brigade, Cavalry Division. 


. 
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JANUARY 30, 1863.—Skirmish at Dyersburg, Tenn. 
Report of Col. Oliver Wood, Twenty-second Ohio Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, 
‘ Trenton, Tenn., February 4, 1863. 

Sir: I respectfully send you the following report of the skirmish at 
Dyersburg, of the forces under my command, with [W. A.] Dawson’s 
guerrilla band: 

The expedition, consisting of 100 of the Eleventh Mlinois Cavalry, 
under Captains Burbridge and Moffitt, and 38 of the Twenty-second 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Lieutenant Whitehead, left this place 
at 2 p. m. January 30, in three detachments—the right, under Captain 
Burbridge, taking the Newbern road; the center, Captain Moffitt, the 


Dyersburg road; the left, Lieutenant Whitehead, with mounted infantry, 


taking the Chestnut Bluff road—with orders to concentrate at Dyers- 
burg as soon as possible. ; 

Captain Moffitt was the first to arrive at Dyersburg, and found the 
enemy posted in a house at the west end of the bridge across the Forked 
Deer River. The rebels had been in this position for some time during 
the day, skirmishing with a detachment of the Third Michigan Cavalry, 
under Captain Quackenbush, to prevent them from crossing the bridge. 
It was near midnight when Captain Moffitt arrived, and, finding where 
the enemy was posted, ordered his men to charge, which they did in 
gallant style, Captain Moffitt leading the advance, completely routed 
them, killing 2, wounding 4, and capturing 17, when the rebels broke 
and fled in every direction. Captain Moffitt was severely wounded in 
the thigh. This was the ouly casualty on our side. Captains Burbridge 
and Quackenbush and Lieutenant Whitehead arrived soon after with 
their commands, and were sent in different directions in pursuit of the 
fugitives. The country was completely scoured for several miles in 
every direction, and every ferry destroyed on the Obion and Forked 
Deer Rivers that could be found. The search was kept up for three 
days, when I ordered it discontinued, the men and horses being nearly 
worn down from hard service and exposure. We captured in all 30 
prisoners, 25 horses, and 28 guns, of all kinds, calibers, and descriptions. 

Every officer and man did his duty faithfully and with alacrity. Were 
I to personate, duty would compel me to name every officer and man of 
the command. One incident will illustrate the temper of the men. 
Lieutenant Whitehead, commanding the mounted infantry, swam his 
command across a branch of the Forked Deer rather than march 2 miles 
to a ford, fearing that he would be behind time. Many of the horses 
failed on the march, and IJ allowed the men to take the captured horses 
and remount. I have taken charge of the horses that had given out on 
the march and brought them to this place. 

I regret to state that Lieutenant Neeley, Third Michigan Cavalry, 
was accidentally, and, I fear, mortally, wounded in the thigh. The sur- 
geon thinks there is but little hope of his recovery. 

T left three companies of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, under the com- 
mand of Captain Burbridge, at Dyersburg, to watch the movements of 
the rebels and report to me. If Dawson shows himself, we will soon be 
on his track. 


Respectfully, yours, 
oO. WOOD, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. T. H. Harris, Asst, Adjt. Gen., District of Jackson. 
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FEBRUARY 2-3, 1863.—Passage of the Vicksburg and Warrenton batteries, 
and capture of the steamers A. W. Baker, Moro, and Berwick Bay by 
the Queen of the West. 


RHPORTS.* 
a 


No. 1.—Col. Charles Rivers Ellet, Ram Fleet. 
No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Franklin Gardner, C. 8. Army, of capture of steamers. 
No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Henry H. Sibley, C. S. Army, of capture of steamers. 


No. 1. 
Report of Col. Charles Riwers Hllet, Ram fleet. 


U.S. SteAM RAM QUEEN OF THE WEST, 
Below Vicksburg, Miss., February 2, 1863. 

ADMIRAL: In compliance with your instructions [following], I started 
on the Queen of the West at 4.30 o’clock this morning to pass the bat- 
teries at Vicksburg and sink the rebel steamer lying before that city. 
I discovered immediately on starting that the change of the wheel from 
its former position to the narrow space behind the Queen’s bulwarks 
did not permit the boat to be handled with sufficient accuracy. An 
hour or more was spent in rearranging the apparatus, and when we 
finally rounded the point the sun had risen, and any advantage which 
would have resulted from the darkness was lost tous, The rebels opened 
a heavy fire upon us as we neared the city, but we were only struck three 
times before reaching the steamer. She was lying in nearly the same 
position that the Arkansas occupied when General Ellet ran the Queen 
into her on a former occasion. The same causes which prevented the 
destruction of the Arkansas then saved the City of Vicksburg this 
morning. Her position was such that if we had run obliquely into her 
as we came down, the bow of the Queen would inevitably have glanced. 
We were compelled to partially round to in order tostrike. The con- 
sequence was that at the very moment of collision the current, very 
strong and rapid at this point, caught the stern of my boat, and, acting 
on her bow as a pivot, swung her round so rapidly that nearly all her 
momentum was lost. I had anticipated this result, and therefore caused 
the starboard bow gun to be shotted with three of the incendiary pro- 
jectiles recommended in your orders. As we swung around, Seret. J. H. 
Campbell, detailed for the purpose, fired this gun. A 64-pounder shell 
crashed through the barricade just before he reached the spot, but he did 
not hesitate. The discharge took place at exactly the right moment, 
and set the rebel steamer in flames, which they subsequently succeeded 
in extinguishing. At this moment one of the enemy’s shells set the 
cotton on fire near the starboard wheel, while the discharge of our own 
gun ignited that portion which was on the bow. The flames spread 
rapidly, and the dense smoke, rolling into the engine room, suffocated 
the engineers. I saw that if I attempted to run into the City of Vicks- 
burg again, my boat would certainly be burned. I ordered her to be 
headed down stream, and turned every man to extinguishing the flames. 
After much exertion, we finally put out the fire by cutting the burning 
bales loose. The enemy, of course, were notidle. We were struck twelve 
times, but, though the cabin was knocked to pieces, no material injury to 


*See also reports of Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U, §. Navy, in Auanial 
Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863, 
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the boat or to any of those on her was inflicted. About two regiments 
of rebel sharpshooters in rifle-pits kept up a continuous fire, but did 
no damage. The Queen was struck twice in the hull, but above the 
water line. One of our guns dismounted and ruined. 

I can only speak in the highest terms of the conduct of every man 
on board. All behaved with cool, determined courage. 

I remain, very respectfully, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 
Colonel, Commanding Ram. Fleet. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTER, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


ADDENDA. 


YAzoo River, February 1, 1863. 
Col. CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 
Ram Queen of the West: 

Siz: You will proceed with the Queen of the West to Vicksburg, and 
destroy the steamer Vicksburg, lying off that place; after which, you 
will proceed down the river as far as our batteries, below the canal, and 
reporttome. In going down you will go along under low speed, having 
steerage-way enough, and keeping close to the right-hand shore going: 


down. Before you start, it would be better to have a large bed of coal 


in, so that you will not have to put in fresh coal. The smoke might 
betray you. After you have destroyed the steamer, go down stream, 
and, when clear of the city, show three vertical lights, that our batteries 
may not fire on you. If you get disabled, drift down until abreast of 
our batteries, and the small army steamer will go to your assistance. 
Have every light in your ship put out before you leave for Vicksburg, 
except the three lights to be shown to our batteries, which must be kept 
covered up. See that no lights show from the stern as you pass the 
town, enabling them to rake you; and adopt every means of conceal- 
ment. The best place to strike the steamer is 20 feet forward of her 
wheel. After disabling her there, so that she will sink, fire through her 
boilers and in among her machinery as she goes down. 

It will not be part of your duty to save the lives of those on board. 
They must look out for themselves, and may think themselves lucky if 
they do not meet the same fate meted out to the Harriet Lane. Think 
of the fate of that vessel while performing your duty, and shout “ Har- 
riet Lane!” into the ears of the rebels. If you can fire turpentine balls 
from your bow field-pieces into the light upper works, it will make a 
fine finish to the sinking part. é 

Further orders for duty to be performed below will be given after your 
report. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


HDQRS. MISSISSIPPI RIVER MARINE BRIGADE, 
U. 8S. STEAM RAM QUEEN OF THE WEST, 
Below Vicksburg, Miss., February 5, 1868. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report to you that I left the landing 
below the cut-off about 1 p. m. on the 2d instant, and proceeded down 
the river. : 
22 R R—VOL XXIV, PT I 
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At Warrenton, a few miles below, the enemy had two batteries, of 
four pieces each, of which four are 20-pounder rifled guns. They opened . 
upon us as we passed, but only struck us twice, doing no injury. 

On reaching the Big Black River, I attempted to ascend it, but found 
it impossible from the narrowness of the stream. Passing it, we reached 
Natchez just at midnight. I landed at Vidalia, on the opposite shore, 
threw out some pickets, and went into the village, in the hope of pick- 
ing up some rebel officers. 

There can be no telegraphic line between Vicksburg and this point, 
for not a word of our coming had reached the place, and the people 
scarcely knew who we were. One rebel, Colonel [Z.| York, was halted, 
but made so rapid a retreat that he escaped the shots fired after him. 
Leaving this point, I kept on down the river. We passed Ellis’ Cliffs 
at3a.m. There are no fortifications at that or any other point between 
Warrenton and Port Hudson. 

We had got about 15 miles below the mouth of Red River when we 
met a side-wheel steamer coming up. Her pilot blew the whistle for 
the Queen to take the starboard side, supposing her to be a Southern 
boat. Receiving no answer, and not liking the Queen’s looks, as she 
bore straight down upon him, he ran his boat asbore. As we neared 
her, numerous rebel officers sprang into the water and made their escape. 
She proved to be the A. W. Baker; had just discharged her cargo at 
Port Hudson, and was returning for another. We captured on her 5 
captains, 2 lieutenants, and a number of civilians, among them 7 or 8 
ladies. J had just placed a guard on the boat, when another steamer 
was seen coming down the river. A shot across her bows brought her 
to. She proved to be the Moro, laden with 110,000 pounds of pork, 
nearly 500 hogs, and a large quantity of salt, destined for the rebel 
army at Port Hudson. I placed Capt. Asgill Conner in command of 
the captured boats, and, as the Queen’s supply of coal was very limited, 
I thought it best to return. 

A short distance above our landing, I destroyed 25,000 pounds of 
meal, awaiting transportation to Port Hudson. 

On reaching Red River, I stopped at a plantation to put ashore the 
ladies, who did not wish to go any farther. I also released the civilians. 
While doing so, another steamboat, the Berwick Bay, came out of Red 
River, and was immediately seized. She was laden with supplies for 
the rebel forces at Port Hudson, consisting of 200 barrels of molasses, 
10 hogsheads of sugar, and 30,000 pounds of flour. She had also on 
board 40 bales of cotton. = 

IT ascended Red River 15 miles in the hope of getting some more boats, 
but found nothing. 

Night came on as we again started on our return. I found at once 
that the progress of the three prizes was so slow that our short supply 
of coal would not permit us to wait for them. I accordingly ordered 
them to be set on fire. We had not time to transfer their cargoes. We 
met with no interruption on our return until we reached Warrenton. 
Before arriving at this point, I landed and sent my prisoners around by 
land, under a strong guard, to avoid exposing them to the enemy’s fire. 

On passing Warrenton, we found another battery had been erected 
there, and the three combined opened a very heavy fire upon us. They 
struck us several times, but did no damage worth mentioning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET. 

Brig. Gen. ALFRED W. ELLET, 

Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS, Port Hudson, February 5, 1863. 
Mason: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a letter from 
_ General Sibley. I do not know the boats named, except the Baker, 
- which I started from here, on the morning of the,2d instant, to go up Red 
_ fiver, and she ought to have passed into Red River before the night of 
_ the 2d. Why she did not, I do not know. This boat came down Red 
_ River on a private speculation, with salt and bacon, and, being a slow 
- boat, I did not wish to retain her in my employ, but ordered her imme- 
diately up Red River. I have the Beaty here now, and have kept her 
since the gunboat passed. I sent a courier to General Sibley, and also 
_ one to Red River, on the receipt of your telegram that the gunboat had 
_ passed, but it appears to me that the information could not have reached 
_ Red River. My object was to warn boats going down, not having 
knowledge of any boats in danger going up, except the Beaty, which I 
kept at this place. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK. GARDNER, 
Major- General. 
Maj. J. R. WaApDDpDy, Assistant Adjutant-General, Jackson, Miss. 


No. 3. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Henry H. Sibley, OC. 8S. Army, of capture of steamers. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT EAST OF ATCHAFALAYA, 
Rosedale, February 4, 1863. 


GENERAL: J havejust received a dispatch from one of my officers near 
the mouth of Red River, who reports that the gunboat which passed 
Vicksburg has appeared there; had captured three of our boats—the 
Moro, the Baker, and the Berwick Bay. The gunboat is the Queen of 
the West. She is an iron-clad, but is arranged on Magruder’s plan, 
with cotton bales. Prisoners released from her state her armament is 
composed of twelve 12-pounders. She placed prize crews on the boats 
captured, and has proceeded up Red River. I have ordered a company 
of cavalry and one section of artillery to that point, to attempt the re- 
capture of the boats, which, at last accounts, were lying near the river 
banks, and but slimly guarded. ; 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
. H. H. SIBLEY, 


Brigadier- General. 
Maj. Gen. FRANK. GARDNER, Commanding at Port Hudson. 


FEBRUARY 2-5, 1863.—Reconnaissance in the vicinity of Saulsbury, Tenn. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Edward Prince, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS CAVALRY, 
La Grange, Tenn., February 6, 1863. | 
Sir : In obedience to orders of Colonel Hatch, commanding brigade, 
on the 2d instant, Captain Herring, of this regiment, in command of, 


B® \ 
340 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. [Cuar. XXXVL 


four companies, proceeded to Saulsbury,-and reported to Major Coon, 
Second Iowa Cavalry, by whose orders Captain Herring moved with his 
command 4 miles south, on the Ripley road, and encamped near the 
plantation of Mrs. Hines, scouting the country south and east for a dis- 
tance of 5 miles, until the morning of the 5th, when he was ordered by 
Major Coon to return to camp. 
’ . Nothing worthy of note transpired during the expedition, except that 
on the 4th instant, about noon, Sergts. Daniel H. Dunbar and Edward 
M. Gibbs, and Privates Charles BE. Smythe, Company I, and Samuel 
Buckingham, Company F’, straggled from camp, and were surrounded 
by a band of men, under the guerrilla [S. G.] Street, 12 in number, to 
whom they surrendered without offering any resistance. - 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD PRINCE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regvment. 


Lieut. SAMUEL L. WoopWARD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Brigade. 


FEBRUARY 8, 1863.—Affair near Camp Sheldon, Miss. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Charles S. Sheldon, Highteenth Missouri Infantry. 


»CAMP SHELDON, February 8, 1863. 


GENERAL: A scout from my command crossed the river to-day and 
had a slight skirmish with a part of Captain Smith’s company (con- 
seripts). The rebels fled in all directions, losing one gun and a quantity 
of provisions. Several of the enemy were wounded. Captain Smith 
has about 60 men. Ham isin Forks of Hatchie with about 75 men. 
If you can send me a company of cavalry for a few days, I will clean out 
that section and stir up Street. 

OHARLES 8. SHELDON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 
Brigadier-General DoDGE, Corinth. 


FEBRUARY 9, 1863.—Affair near Moscow, Tenn. 
Report of Ineut. Col. Seth C. Harl, Fifty-third Illinois Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTY-THIRD ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Moscow, Tenn., February 9, 1863. 

Sir: I have delayed making any report of the attack on our pickets 
until now. Acting Lieut. M. Dare, of Company E, who was in com- 
mand of the men, being one of the wounded, has not been in a condition, 
on account of his wound, to make any report until a few moments ago, 
and the other reports being so indefinite that I did not consider them 
reliable enough to base a report on.. At the same time they all went 
to convince me that it was neither an attack of the enemy’s pickets nor 
even a guerrilla party, but probably some offended citizens chasing in 
er looking after some stragglers. 

I find, however, on inquiring of the officer in command of the pickets, 
that as he was going from the reserve post to the advance picket, he 
heard some one command “halt,” and saw two mounted men coming 
toward him, one of them having on a blue coat. He saw no arms, and 
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thought that they were some of our men who had been out scouting 
around the country. He heard them tell the pickets to hold up their 
hands, when, seeing they were rebels, he commanded his men to fire, 
but not having their guns loaded could not, but were fired on by the 
two horsemen, wounding, as I said before, Acting Lieut. M. Dare, of 
Company EH, and Private John Stingly, of the same company. The two - 
horsemen then turned and ran. 

The lieutenant in command says his guns were not loaded at the time, 
as he had been instructed by different officers of the day to load his 
pieces at night. The men at the reserve post, hearing the noise, ad- 
vanced and fired several times. The man who was wounded says he is 
confident one of the men who fired on them was a negro. The strength 
of that picket post is 1 commissioned officer, 2 non-commissioned, and 
15 privates, 2 being on the outpost. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
S. C. EARL, 
Lieutenant. Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. W. H. F. RANDALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fourth Division. 


FEBRUARY 10, 1863.—Affair near Camp Sheldon, Miss. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Charles 8. Sheldon, Highteenth Missouri Infantry. 


CAMP SHELDON, February 10, 1863. 
GENERAL: Had another skirmish to-day, capturing six guns, and 
overcoats, blankets, &c. Chased the enemy 3 miles, but they beat us 
running. One man wounded on our side. 
CHARLES 8S. SHELDON, 
Ineutenant- Colonel. 
Brigadier-General DODGE, Corinth. 


FEBRUARY 10-14, 1863.—Operations on the Red, Atchafalaya, and Black 
Rivers, La , and capture (14th) of the Queen of the West. 


RHPORTS.* 


No. 1.—Col. Charles Rivers Ellet, U. S. Army, commanding Ram Fleet. 

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, C. S. Army, commanding. 

No. 3.—Lieut. Col. W. S. Lovell, acting assistant adjutant and inspector general, 
C.S. Army. 

No. 4.—Mr. George W. Koontz, Confederate States agent at Natchez. 

No. 5.—Capt. John Kelso, C. S. Army, commanding Fort Taylor, La. 


No. 1. 
Report of Col. Charles Rivers Ellet, U. S. Army, commanding Ram Fleet. 


U! S. STEAMER ERA No. 5, 
Below Vicksburg, Miss., February 21, 1863. 
ADMIRAL: I have the honor to report to you that I left the landing 
below Vicksburg, in obedience to your written instructions [following], 


*See also Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863. 
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on the night of the 10th instant, taking with me the De Soto and coal 
barge, and proceeded down the river. We passed Warrenton without 
interruption, and reached Red River on the following evening. I de- 
stroyed, as you directed, the skiffs and flat-boats along either shore. 

I ascended Red River, on the morning of the 12th, as far as the 
mouth of the Atchafalaya. Leaving the De Soto and coal barge in 
a secure position, I proceeded down this stream. Six miles from its 
mouth I met a train of 12 army wagons returning from Simsport. I 
landed and destroyed them. 

On reaching Simsport, I found that two rebel steamboats had just 
left, taking with them the troops and artillery stationed at this point. 
They had left on the bank 70 barrels of Government beef, which I 
broke up and rolled into the river. I pursued another train of wagons 
for some distance, but they retreated into the swamps and escaped. 
One of their wagons, loaded with ammunition and stores,.fell into our 
hands, and was destroyed. 

On her return at night, a party of overseers and other civilians fired 
into the Queen from behind a levee, and immediately fled under cover 
of the darkness. First Master James D. Thompson, a gallant and effi- 
cient officer, was shot through the knee. 

Anchoring at the mouth of the Atchafalaya, I waited until morning, 
and then returned to the spot from which we had been attacked. 

All the buildings on three large adjoining plantations were burned 
by my order. 

I started up Red River the same day, and reached Black River by 
night. 

On the morning of the 14th instant, when about 15 miles above the 
mouth of Black River, a steamboat came suddenly around a sharp bend 
in the river, and was captured before she could escape. She. proved to 
be the Era No. 5, laden with 4,500 bushels of corn. She had on board 
2 rebel lieutenants and 14 privates. The latter I at once paroled and 
set ashore. 

Hearing of three very large boats lying, with steam down, at Gor- 
don’s Landing, 30 miles above, I decided on making an effort to capture 
them, intending to return if I should find the battery at that point too 
strong, and ascend the Washita. I left the Era and coal barge in 
charge of a guard. We reached the bend just below Gordon’s Landing 
before dusk. The dense smoke of several boats rapidly firing up could 
be seen over the tops of the trees as we approached. I ordered the 
pilot to proceed very slowly, and merely show the bow of the Queen 
around the point. From the sharp bend which the river makes at this 
place there was no apparent difficulty in withdrawing out of range of the 
enemy’s guns whenever it might be desired. The rebels opened upon us 
with four 32-pounders the moment wecameinsight. Their guns were in 
a fine position, and, at the third shot, I ordered Mr. Garvey, the pilot, 
to back the Queen out. Instead of doing so, he ran her aground on 
the right-hand shore. The position at once became a very hot one. 
Sixty yards below we would have been in no danger; as it was, the 
enemy’s shots struck us nearly every time. The chief engineer had 
hardly repeated to me that the escape-pipe bad been shot away, when 
an explosion below and a rush of steam around the boat told me that 
the steam-pipe had been cut in two. Nothing further, of course, could 
be done. I gave orders to lower the yawl at the stern of the Queen, to 
carry off Captain Thompson, who lay wounded in my state-room. Some 
persons had already taken the yawl, however, and it was gone. The 
other yawl was on the De Soto, a short distance below. Fortunately, 
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the cotton-bales with which the Queen was protected, afforded an 
avenue of escape, and the majority of the men and officers sueceeded 
in reaching the De Soto. I ordered this boat, to-be brought up as far as 
it was practicable without being struck, and sent her yawl to the Queen. 
Lieutenant [John L.] Tuthill and Third Master Duncan bravely volun- 
teered for this purpose. 

I remained with the De Soto over an hour, picking up men on cotton- 
bales. Lieutenant Tuthill barely succeeded in escaping from the 
Queen, the rebels boarding her in skiffs as he escaped. Mr. Duncan 
staid too long and was captured. The Queen could easily have been 
burned, but this could not be done while Captain Thompson was on 
board, and it was impossible to remove him. All the passages had been 
blocked up with cotton. The interior of the boat was intensely dark, 
full of steam, and strewn with shattered furniture. The display of a 
light enabled the batteries to strike her with unerring certainty. To 
have brought the De Soto alongside would have insured her destruction, 
as the light from the latter’s furnaces rendered her a conspicuous mark. 
A dense fog sprang up as we started down in the De Soto, and she lost 
her rudders by running into the bank. Drifting down 15 miles, I took 
possession of the Era, and scuttled and burned the De Soto and barge. 
Knowing that the rebels would lose no time in pursuing, I pushed on 
down through the fog, throwing off the corn to lighten her. Wereached 
the Mississippi at dawn, opposite Ellis’ Cliffs. Mr. Garvey ran the Era, 
a boat drawing less than 2 feet of water, “‘hard aground,” actually per- 
mitting her wheels to make several revolutions after she had struck, 
and it was with the utmost difficulty she could be gotten off. The dis- 
loyal sentiments openly expressed by Mr. Garvey a few hours previous 
to this occurrence rendered it necessary for me to place him under ar- 
rest, and fixed upon me the unwilling conviction that the loss of the 
Queen was due to the deliberate treachery of her pilot. It is to be re- 
gretted that the unfortunate illness of Mr. Scott Long, who piloted the 
Queen past Vicksburg, rendered it necessary for me to intrust the Queen 
to the management of Mr. Garvey. 

The next morning, a short distance below Natchez, I met the Indi- 
anola. Captain [George] Brown thought that he might be able to as- 
cend Red River and destroy the battery at Gordon’s Landing, and I 
accompanied him down in the Era, leading the way. I had not gone 3 
miles when a break in the dense fog disclosed a steamer rapidly moving 
‘up stream about a mile ahead. I at once rounded to, and caused the 
whistle to be blown, to warn Captain Brown of her presence. As soon 
as the rebel steamer, which was undoubtedly the Webb, perceived the 
Indianola, she turned and fled. The latter fired two shots at her, but 
without effect. J learned afterward that three other armed boats had 
been sent in pursuit of the Era, and had been turned back by the Webb 
on her retreat. They all went back up the Red River. 

On reaching this stream, Captain Brown decided not to ascend it, 
and I thought it best toreturn at once. Thinking we might be attacked 
on the way up, I seized 170 bales of cotton, and protected the Era’s 
machinery as far as practicable. At Saint Joseph I landed and seized 
the mails, and learned from them that Colonel [Wirt] Adams was wait- 
ing for us at Grand Gulf with two pieces of artillery. Thirty-six shots 
were fired at the Era while passing this point, none of which took effect. 
On reaching Island No. 107, a body of riflemen opened a heavy fire upon 
the Era from the Mississippi shore. Suspecting it to be a ruse to draw 
us to the other side of the river, I decided on keeping to the right of the 
island. The furnaces of the Era became so clogged at this point that 
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I found it necessary to stop and have them cleaned out, a delay of twenty 
minutes being caused by this. The Era had seareely passed the island 
when a battery of three guns opened upon us from the Louisiana shore. 
Forty-six shots were fired, but did no injury. ; Fa 

At Warrenton, the rebels opened fire upon the Era with two rifled 
20-pounder guns. They fired twenty-four shots, but did not succeed in 
striking her. Extraordinary as it may appear, there is even reason to 
believe that no one was killed on the Queen. It is probably attribu- 
table to the fact that those below got into the hold through the numer- 
ous hatches, and thus escaped the effects of the steam. Mr. Taylor, one 
of the engineers, is reported by a deserter from the Webb to be badly 
scalded. 

Twenty-four men were taken prisoners, 10 of whom were civilians em- 
ployedon the boat. Assistant Surgeon Booth was the only commissioned 
officer captured. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 
Commanding Ram Fleet. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral DAvip D. PORTER, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


ADDENDA. 


UNITED STATES MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
February 8, 1863. 


Col. CHARLES RivERS ELLET, 
Commanding Mississippi Ram Fleet : 

COLONEL: When you have taken in your coal, you will proceed at 
night, after dark, with the De Soto and the coal barge, down the river, 
showing no lights. When you get near Red River, wait until daylight, 
above the mouth; from there you will be able to see the smoke of any 
steamer over the trees as she comes down Red River. When you eap- 
ture them, do not burn them until you have broken all the machinery. 
Then let go the anchors, and let them burn under your own eyes at their 
anchors. There will be no danger, then, of any part of them floating 
down to the enemy. 

There is one vessel (the Webb) that you must look out for. If you 
can get the first crack at her you will sink her, and if she gets the first 
crack at you she will sink you. My advice is to put a few cotton bales 
over your bow, about 15 feet abaft the stem, and if she strikes you 
then, there will be no harm done. It is likely that an attempt will be 
made to board you. If there is, do not open any doors or ports to 
board in return, but act on the defensive, giving the enemy steam and 
shell. 

Do not forget:to wet your cotton before going into action. Do not lose ° 
sight of the De Soto, unless in chase, and under circumstances when it 
will be perfectly safe. When your coal is all out of the barge, you can 
take the De Soto alongside. You can help each other along. Destroy 
her at once when there is the least chance of her falling into the hands 
of the enemy. She is now, though, a Government vessel, and should be 
brought back if possible. Destroy all small boats you meet with on the 
river; also wharf-boats and barges. If you have a chance, and have 
plenty of coal, take a look at Port Hudson, and give them a few rifle- 
Shots, but do not pass by. Communicate with the squadron below by 
signal, if possible. The great object is to destroy all you can of the 
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enemy’s stores’ and provisions, and get your vessel back safe. Pass all 
a les atnight. If the canal is opened, I will keep you supplied with 
coa 

Keep your pilot-house well supplied with hand-grenades, &e., in case 
the enemy should get on your upper decks. Doi not show your colors 
along the river, unless necessary in action. 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Kear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


No. 2. 
Report of Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, CU. 8. Army, Commanding. 


ALEXANDRIA, | February] 15, 1863. 
(Received at Richmond, February 22.) 


The ram Queen of the West was captured at the fortifications below 
this point on the 14th, with all her armament and supplies. Most of the 
crew and commanding officer escaped on another boat. The De Soto, 
a small boat, filled up with cotton, and the consort of the ram, was sunk 
in the same engagement. 

R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
General S. COOPER. 


No. 3. 


Report of Ineut. Col. W. S. Lovell, Acting Assistant Adjutant and In- 
spector General, C. S. Army. 


JACKSON, Mitss., February 28, 1863. 


GENERAL: In compliance with Special eiae! No. 35, dated Jack- 
son, Miss., February 4, 1863, I proceeded with all possible dispatch to 
Trinity, La., at which point I arrived on the 8th instant, and found that 
the Webb had left the day before for Alexandria, by command of 
General Taylor, to fit out at that place. I pushed on immediately, and 
arrived at the latter place on the evening of the 10th. I met General 
Taylor on my way up Red River, and showed him my orders. He in- 
formed me that he had placed an officer in command of the Webb, and 
asked me to go.and assist in getting her ready. I replied that I was 
ordered to take command, and, unless allowed to do so, would return. 


* He then indorsed my orders to take command, which I did on the 11th 


instant. 

I found that nothing had been done to the Webb except alittle calk- 
ing on the outside, and nothing at all to either of the other two boats 
which had been ordered to be fitted out. I had the greatest difficulty 
in getting carpenters to work on the vessels, although I offered them 
every inducement. I had the same difficulty with negroes. The com- 
mittee who were building a raft in Red River furnished me with thirty ; 


_ they rent twenty more, but would not allow them to go on board the 


Grand Duke, the other vessel being fitted out, she having had a case of 


small-pox on ’ board some days previous. I was unable until the third 
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day after I arrived to get the number of carpenters and negroes I re- 
quired, Major [l.| Surget pressing the latter force. 

At 1.30, Monday morning, I received information from Major Surget 
that the enemy had attacked Fort Taylor, at Gordon’s Landing, in Red 


River, and he requested me to go down with all possible dispatch and — 


assist the fort. 1 reported the Webb ready by 7 in the morning. By 9 
I received a detachment of about 100 officers and men and left Alex- 
andria. The Webb was by no means properly protected, not having had 
sufficient time; the boilers, about 30 feet long and 4 feet above the 
water line, had no protection whatever, saving the sides of the vessel, 
which could easily be penetrated by a Minie ball. On my arrival at 
Fort Taylor, I found thatthe Queen.of the West had surrendered about 
8 o’clock, having had one of her steam pipes cut ; thaf the commanding 
officer and a number of the crew had escaped on the steamer Hra No. 
5, having first burned the steamer De Soto. I pushed on with all speed 
after the Era No. 5, and arrived in the Mississippi River at about 9 o’clock 
in the evening. The fog at that time was so dense that we could make 
but little or no progress; finally it became so thick that we had to tie 
up. The pilots did everything in their power to make progress. We 
made only a few miles from 9 in the evening until 9 in the morning, 
when we started again. Had to work along very slowly, as the fog was 
still very thick. On my way down the Red River I captured 9 men 
belonging to the Queen of the West, one her second mate. He informed 
me that Colonel Eliet expected a powerful iron-clad to meet him at the 
mouth of Red River, and that it was time for her to be along, at the 
same time advising me to keep a bright lookout for her. 

1 received information in the Mississippi River that another gunboat 
had passed Vicksburg on Friday night, 13th instant. Off Ellis’ Cliffs, 
about 5.15 in the evening, I saw two chimneys sticking up through the 
fog ; supposing it to be the Era No. 5, pushed on; shortly afterward I 
saw another pair of chimneys; I at once concluded they must be the 
gunboat and. Era No. 5. An officer from aloft reported three steamers 
in sight. A number of officers were confident they saw three. From 
the information received, and the steamer appearing very low in the 
water in the fog, I was fully convinced she was an iron-clad, as was all 
my officers. I supposed the steamers to be from 2 to 24 miles from us; 
the captain of the Webb, an old pilot, thought about 14 miles. It was 
impossible to tell on account of the fog. One of the vessels fired at us 
three times. We endeavored to reply, but our friction-primers failed. 
I turned around and made all possible dispatch down the river, fearful 
thatthe fog would againrise and that the steamers Louis d’Or and Grand 
Duke would pass me and fall into the hands of the enemy, they follow- 
ingme up. I succeeded in turning them and other steamers back. I 
arrived at Fort Taylor Monday morning, the 18th instant; made a report 
to General Taylor, and asked him what disposition he wished made of 
the Webb, stating that I had done all I could under orders from you. 
I informed him I should remain at Gordon’s Landing, to assist the fort 
in case of an attack, until I learned his wishes. Immediately on receiv- 
ing my communication, General Taylor sent me orders to assume com- 
mand of the forces at Fort Taylor, which Idid. On his arrival I turned 
the Webb over to him. Shortly afterward he relieved me by one of his 
Staff officers, saying he did not feel authorized to detain me any longer 
than possible. I left as soon as possible for this place. Lieutenant [J. 
H{.| Morrison rendered me great assistance. His ability and efficiency 
throughout contributed largely to further all my efforts, and I am 
greatly indebted to him for the willingness and promptitude with which 
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he performed all the duties assigned to him by me, for which I take 
this occasion to return him my thanks. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, yours, 
W. 8. LOVELL, 
Tieut. Col. and Acting Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Comdg. Department of Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana. 


(indorsement. ] 
Hpqgrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, March 2, 1863. 


Respectfully forwarded for information of General J. E. Johnston 
and War Department. . 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
LIneutenant-General, Commanding. 


x No. 4. 
Reports of Mr. George W. Koontz, Confederate States agent at Natchez. 


NATCHEZ, [Iebruary] 17, 1863. 
(Received February 19.) 

The Yankee iron-clad gunboat Indianola passed here Sunday at 3 p. 
m. She laid 10 miles below here yesterday morning. The Queen of the 
West and De Soto passed up Red River on Friday evening. On their 
way up, captured the steamboat Era No.5. The Queen of the West at- 
tacked our batteries at Fort Taylor, but was very soon disabled by our 
guns and got aground, when Colonel [C. R.] Ellet and many of the men 
abandoned her, floating off on cotton bales, and she is now supposed 
to be in our possession. Before the Queen of the West went up Red 
River, she went down the Atchafalaya near Simsport and destroyed 
five or six plantations. After Colonei Ellet and some of the men aban- 
doned the Queen of the West, they went on board the Era No. 5, which 
lay some 5 miles below the batteries, and came out of Red River, and 
yesterday morning gained the Indianola, 10 miles below here. ‘This in- 
formation I got from a white boy who was a prisoner on board. During 
the engagement, the De Soto was destroyed in sight of our batteries by 
the enemy. The boy was brought up on the Era. I consider the in- 
formation reliable. The Indianola has nodoubt gone down. <A courier 
has been sent to Alexandria. 

GEO. W. KOONTZ, 
Government Agent. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


NatcHeEz, [February 18, 1863.] 
(Received February 19.) 
The, following official report of the engagement on the Red River re- 
ceived from Alexandria to-day :* 
* * * * * * * 
There has’ been nothing further heard from the Indianola since my 


* See No. 5, p. 348. 
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dispatch of yesterday. This afternoon, at 4 o’clock, the ra No. 5 passed 
up alone, with one tier of cotton on her and apparently very few men. 
GEO. W. KOONTZ, 
Government Agent. 


Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


No. 5. 
Report of Oapt. John Kelso, 0. 8S. Army, commanding Fort Taylor, La. 


HEADQUARTERS RED RIVER FORTIFICATIONS, 
February -15, 1863. 


Magsor: I have the honor to report that two Federal gunboats made 
their appearance in front of this position at 5 p.m.last evening. I had 
previously assigned every officer.to his post; fire was therefore instantly 
opened on the enemy. 

After a brief cannonade, the leading gunboat, the Queen of the West, 
struck her colors. 

Immediately ordered Captain [T. H.] Hutton, of the Crescent Artil- 
lery, and Second Junior Lieutenant Delahunty to go on board and 
demand the unconditional surrender of the boat, officers, and crew. 
These officers report that but 13 officers and crew were found on board, 
the others having escaped under cover of the night. 

The visible results of the capture consist in one 32-pounder rifled 
Parrott gun, one 24-pounder rifled Parrott gun, three 12-pounder Por- 
field brass pieces, one 12-pounder Porfield brass piece, slightly damaged 
(1 use the expression of the senior commanding officer), a tremendous 
supply. of ordnance stores, a large supply of quinine, one fine case am- 
putating instruments, one equally fine dental instrument, and other 
very superior cases of surgical instruments, clothing, bacon, flour, beef, 
pork, hard bread, and other stores in proportion. 

The list of prisoners I inclose.* 

Allow me, major,to mention that for coolness and efficiency the officers 
and privates of this command are entitled to eminent credit. 

To satisfy you of the precision and accuracy of the fire, thirteen 
out of thirty-one shots from our batteries took effect on the enemy’s 
boat. 

Lieut. James Delahunty performed efficient service; he suggested 
and volunteered to fire a warehouse which would give us the enemy’s 
range and position. In spite of the darkness, he accomplished this im- 
portant and difficult undertaking with perfect success and signal gal- 
lantry. 

All my officers discharged their duties with promptness and exem- 
plary coolness. 

I omitted to mention that the boat was loaded with bales of cotton. 

I have the honor to remain, major, your obedient servant, 
J. KELSO, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 
Maj. E. SURGET, 
Assistant Adjutant-@General. 


* List not found, 
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FEBRUARY 13-14, 1863.—Expedition from La Grange, Tenn., to Mount 
Pleasant and Lamar, Miss. 


Report of Maj. William D. Blackburn, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., February 15, 1863. 


COLONEL: In obedience to orders, I started on the 13th, with about 
130 men and7 commissioned officers, to Mount Pleasant, by. way of Mos- 
cow. Camped the first night near Moscow, in the night, without feed. 
Reported early next morning to the adjutant-general at Moscow, the 
commanding officer being absent, and asked for information. Learned 
that there were 500 or 600 rebels near Mount Pleasant, who moved from 
there to Karly Grove and back at pleasure. Went from thence to Mount 
Pleasant; visited all the haunts of the supposed rebels, and found none 
there, nor has there been, except Mitchell’s men, not to exceed 60, a few 
Texas Rangers, say 20, and some few times Street's expeditions reach 
that far, but very seldom. 

We found the country from Mount Pleasant to Lamar full of strag- 
glers. We chased and fired at several of them, but did not succeed in 
capturing any. Many of the young men in that region have discharges 
or paroles either of their own or some one else. We brought in two as 
specimens. One claimed to be discharged, but had a Federal overcoat 
and Federal saddle, bridle, and halter. The negroes in the neighbor- 
hood say they are both secesh soldiers and are spies. These papers are 
herewith inclosed.* 

We staid last night 3 miles south of Early Grove, and returned to 
camp about noon to-day. Found the road desperately bad. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. D. BLACKBURN, 
s Major Seventh Regiment Illinois Cavalry Volunteers. 


FEBRUARY 14-26, 1863.—Expedition to Greenville, Miss., and Cypress 
Bend, Ark., with skirmishes (19th) at Cypress Bend and (23d) at Deer 
Creek and Fish Lake Bridge, near Greenville. 


RHPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Stephen G. Burbridge, U. S. Army. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. S. W. Ferguson, C. 8. ay of skirmish (23d) at Fish Lake Bridge. 


No. 1. 
_Report of Brig. Gen. Stephen G. Burbridge, U. 8. Army. 


Hpgrs. First Bric., TENTH Div., THIRTEENTH A. Oe 
Young’s Point, La., February 27, 1863. 


LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of my brigade against rebel forces at Greenville and other 


laces : 
re In obedience to Special Orders, No. 44, dated Headquarters Tenth 


* Not found. 
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Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, Departmentof the Tennessee, Young’s 
Point, La., February 13, 1863, this brigade embarked on transports on 
the morning of the 14th instant, and moved to Greenville, which place 
we reached at 10 a. m. of the 16th instant. I immediately disembarked 
my command, and moved out on the Vicksburg road to the plantation 
of Smith and Hood, on Deer Creek, 74 miles from Greenville. At this 
point I learned that the rebel force, consisting of six pieces of artillery 
and a force of cavalry and infantry, variously estimated at from 300 to 
1,000, had passed this place, going toward Bolivar, 20 miles distant. 
As the roads were almost impassable, in consequence of rain, which had 
been falling since we left our transports, the command rested here and 
returned to the boats next morning. 

On the morning of the 18th, I moved the fleet to Cypress Bend, where, 
but a few days previous, a transport had been fired into, and on the 
morning of the 19th started a detachment of the Sixth Missouri Cavalry, 
under Major [Bacon] Montgonery and Captain Chambers, and about 50 
infantry, mounted on mules. About 4 miles from the river they en- 
countered a small picket force and drove it to their camp, killing 1 and 
capturing the lieutenant in command. Six miles farther on they en- 
countered a battery, which opened upon them from the opposite bank 
of Boggy Bayou, which at this point runs nearly parallel with the river, 
and connects with Cypress Bayou 8 miles from the point where our 
transports were. There is another bayou which flows into Boggy Bayou 
at the place where the battery was planted. 

Major Montgomery had retired to the banks of Cypress Bayon, and 
was engaging a small force of the enemy from the opposite bank of the 
stream when the advance of the infantry cameup. Limmediately threw 
the T'wenty-third Wisconsin into line and opened fire upon them, but 
they were not dislodged until a few rounds of canister had been fired into 
them. I could not ascertain definitely their loss from this fire. Before 
the infantry came up, they had lost 2 men killed and 3 horses. We lost 
the same number of horses. I then moved my command to the point 
where the artillery had been in the morning. I had some difficulty in 
crossing at this point, as they had taken the skiff and ferry-boat up the 
other bayou, and I was compelled to send men over after them on tem- 
porary rafts. After shelling the enemy from the bank with two pieces 
of the Seventeenth Ohio Battery, a private of the Sixth Missouri Cav- 
alry attempted to swim it, and reached the opposite bank, but was 
compelled to return on account of the enemy’s fire. Night came on, 
and I was compelled to halt the command for want of sufficient knowl- 
edge of the roads. 

On the morning of the 20th, a gun, which they were compelled to 
abandon, and had concealed in the canebrake, was brought in by the 
cavalry. The gun is a 12-pounder howitzer, stamped U. S., 1828. 

Hearing from three deserters, who came in to us on the morning of 
the 20th, that the enemy had gone beyond our reach, I returned to the 
transports, and remained there that night, intending to drop down next 
morning to Perkins’ Landing, 4 miles from Cypress Bend, where I had 
heard I could, by a road leading into the Bolivar and Vicksburg road, 
cut off the retreat of Colonel [S. W.] Ferguson’s force, and compel him 
to give battle or surrender; but the weather was so inclement that I 
remained at Cypress Bend, while Captain Sutherland, of the steam ram 
Monarch, went up to Bolivar to hear of the location of the enemy. He 
reported that the whole force had left Bolivar the day previous and had 
returned to the vicinity of Greenville. 

The rain continuing to fall, the next day, February 22, I took the 
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opportunity to wood my transports at Island No. 82. We took on nearly 
1,000 cords of wood, which we found there. I also landed at Perkins’ 
Landing, and sent my cavalry to ascertain where the enemy was, and 
their retreat toward Greenville was corroborated. I then moved down 
to Greenville, and remained that night on the transports. 

At daylight on the morning of the 23d, I ordered one regiment, the 
Highty-third Ohio, Major L’Hommedieu commanding, to move out of 
the road we had previously marched over, in order to draw the enemy 
to that point, while I moved the remainder of the command by another 
route, which was a little farther, but the streams that we would be com- 
pelled to cross were narrower. 

On the former road was a bridge about 150 feet in length, crossing 
Fish Lake, 6 miles from Greenville; this bridge had been burned the 
day after my first expedition returned. On the road I marched my 
command there was one stream, which was very narrow, to be crossed ; 
the bridges over both had been burned. I therefore took the staging 
of a steamboat with me for the purpose of making a bridge, if neces- 
sary; I did not use them, however, as they had left a bridge near the 
one they had burned, perhaps with the purpose of misleading me, but 
probably because the stream was fordable. I took the timber from this 
bridge, and in a half hour had reconstructed the bridge which had been 
burned. 

My force of cavalry had-been increased by a small detachment of the 
Second Illinois Cavalry, under Maj. John J. Mudd, who were on their 
way to Young’s Point. I gave Colonel Wright, of the Sixth Missouri 
Cavalry, who was with me on the expedition, and rendered me efficient 
service, command of all the cavalry. 

We had hardly completed the bridge, when the enemy opened with 
three guns on the Highty-third Ohio from the opposite side of Fish 
Lake, and I immediately ordered the cavalry forward, hoping that I 
might be able to cut off their retreat before they discovered my move- 
ment; but their pickets, which we encountered here, gave them word, 
and they had the advance of our cavalry about 2 miles. A short dis- 
tance beyond the Smith and Hood farm is a bend in Deer Creek, in 
which is a plantation. They had taken the road, and I therefore or- 
dered the cavalry forward across this field. As they crossed this field 
the enemy opened the battery on them. They encountered here the 
cavalry of the enemy, and drove them before them, separating them 
from their artillery. 

I had heard of a bridge in another bend of the creek below this, and 
directed the cavalry to take it, which they did in gallant style, driving 
the guard from it. 

In the skirmish at this place we lost 1 killed, of the Sixth Missouri 
Cavalry, and 2 prisoners, of the Second Illinois. The loss of the enemy 
was reported by residents at 30 killed and about the same number 
wounded. The enemy, having the advantage of a knowledge of the 
roads, while the cavalry were in this bend moved out across a planta- 
tion by a route 3 miles less than the main road, and escaped. : 

About 50 prisoners that were left with a small guard escaped in the 
woods, and the number of prisoners, therefore, was reduced to 9. Two 
wounded men, who were unable to be removed, were paroled by Major 
Mudd, Second Illinois Cavalry, and left at the house of Judge Dicken- 
son; also 1 sick man and nurse. Their paroles I forward with this 
report. 

‘the infantry halted at this place, which is 15 miles from our trans- 


ports. They had marched that distance in an incredibly short time, 
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through a swamp about 3 miles wide, and forded a stream which was 
about 34 feet deep. I pushed the cavalry forward 4 miles farther, but 
the enemy had crossed the stream and burned the bridge after them. 
At one time we had three caissons and 20 men, which had been cap- 
tured by 7 men, under Adjutant Conover, of the Sixteenth Indiana, of 
whose gallantry I cannot speak too highly. When he was in advance 
of the command with this small force, he saw these wagons retreating 
in advance of the guns, and made a dash upon them, capturing the 
whole number, and held them until the enemy came up and drove him 
away with his shell. The prisoners nearly all escaped in the woods. 

On the 24th instant, I returned to the transports, bringing with me 
all the cattle, mules, and horses that I could collect—about 200 mules, 
100 head of cattle, and 25 horses, as near as I can approximate to the 
number captured without a statement from the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment. 

I found the citizens more willing to give up their negroes than their 
stock, especially horses and mules, and in nearly every instance they 
had attempted to hide them from us. 

I found the country that I have been through abounding in corn, and 
where cotton had been burned it was where they were afraid of its fall- 
ing into our hands. I saw in the vicinity of Greenville nearly 2,000 
bales of cotton. 

My command, consisting of the Sixteenth Indiana, Col. T. J. Lucas; 
Twenty-third Wisconsin, Col. J. J. Guppey; Ninety-sixth Ohio, Col. J. 
W. Vance; Sixty-seventh Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Buehler com- 
manding; Highty-third Ohio, Major [8S.S.] L’Hommedieu, jr.; and Six- 
tieth Indiana, Captain Pleisch commanding; four pieces of the Seven- 
teenth Ohio Battery, Lieut. James Rice, and the detachment of the 
Sixth Missouri Cavalry, about 60 men of Captain Chambers’ company, 
under Major Montgomery, making about 1,600 effective men. 

It gives me pleasure to speak in the highest terms of the officers and 
men of my command. The infantry were always ready, and there was 
very little straggling. The cavalry that was with me on the expedition 
I can recommend as the most efficient body of men in thaf arm of the 
service that I have ever met with. » 

To Captain Sutherland, of the steam ram Monarch, I am indebted for 
many acts of courtesy in his official capacity. His ram was with my 
transports from the time we reached Greenville until our return, and I 
was by that means able to leave the boats with no guard, and take all 
the well men with me in whatever expedition I needed them. 

I find that there are no road improvements in the country, and it is 
impossible for infantry to be effective against cavalry in such a country. 
Their information is always better than our own; the citizens all sym- 
pathize with them. The only force which can capture any of those rebel 
forces that fire into our transports is cavalry or mounted infantry, and 
light mountain howitzers. I believe that there is hardly 20 miles be- 
tween this point and where I have been that they do not have their 
spies or pickets, and as the people assert that it is not their intention 
to fight, they can only be captured by a chase. 

To Colonel Wright, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, who was with me during 
the whole of the expedition, my thanks are due for efficient service. 

Tam, with much respect, &c., 
S. G. BURBRIDGEH, 
Brigadier- General. 

Lieut. J. Hoven, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen, Tenth Div., Thirteenth Army Corps. 
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No. 2. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. 8. W. Ferguson, C. 8. Army, of skirmish (23d) 
at Fish Lake Bridge. 


DEER OREEK, WASHINGTON CoUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 
February 26, 1863. 

MAJor: I have the honor to report that on Sunday morning, the 22d 
instant, the force of the enemy which had landed the Monday previous 
at the same point to capture my command, disembarked at Greenville. 
I was at the time encamped on Deer Creek, at the head of the road lead- 
ing directly to Greenville, over Fish Lake, distant by this route 74 
miles from the river, and separated from it by Fish Lake and the up- 
per portion of same stream, called Black Bayou. All the bridges over 
these had been destroyed, except one, and the roads guarded. The un- 
destroyed bridge I used to cross pickets to the river; it was arranged 
for instant destruction, and held by a sufficient guard. 

On the advance of their infantry to Fish Lake Bridge, on the morning 
of the 23d, I detailed one section of artillery to hold that point, which 
they did until recalled, when the enemy had obtained possession of the 
undestroyed bridge, the guard of which shamefully abandoned it at the 
distant approach of the enemy’s cavalry. On learning this, I ordered 
the artillery to move down the creek, which protected their left flank, 
all the bridges in rear being destroyed. To the right was an open, level 
country, about a mile in width. They had started some ten or fifteen 
minutes, when the cavalry of the enemy appeared in the distance, ad- 
vancing at full speed through the open country, in pursuit of some cit- 
izens and the guard which had abandoned the bridge they should have 
destroyed. I at once ordered Captain [James] Lewers, with all the 
cavalry present, consisting of the greater portion of his company, and 
1 lieutenant and 3 privates of Captain [George] Barnes’ company, to 
join the artillery at a gallop, and to support it. 

Remaining some little time alone to observe the enemy, I started by 
a short cut through the fields to cut off my artillery and get them in a 
position I had previously selected. I had barely got into the road along 
which they were advancing when the whole cavalry command dashed 
up in full flight, officers and men mixed up together, throwing away 
their arms and all that impeded their flight. Not one shot had been 
fired. The enemy was in sight, but still half a mile distant, not more 
than 50 or at most 60 in number, and separated from them by a stout 
fence. I did all in my power to stop them, with fhe success one man 
might expect in a herd of stampeded cattle. Some10 or 12 of therear - 
files did stop for perhaps one minute. I called on them to follow me, 
and started for the artillery, now, although utterly abandoned by every 
one, gallantly firing on the enemy. Not one man would follow me, but 
the panic-stricken cowards rejoined their worthy comrades at a rate 
which made up for lost time. Left alone, I endeavored to join my 
brave artillery, but was by this time completely cut off from them. 
Foiled in this, I determined to make another effort to rally the cavalry. 
Some 30 of them had run into a cul-de-sac; these I overtook, and pleaded 
with to follow me. Threats and entreaties were alike vain. Some 
dashed down the almost perpendicular sides of the creek and attempted 
to swim their horses; others jumped off their horses and swam for dear 
life. Atlast 9 of them promised to follow me, and with them I cut my 


- way out, but, in doing so, unfortunately had to cross to the opposite 


side of the creek from the artillery. To reach this gallant band, I had 
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to make a long detour through the swamp. When I reached them it 
was to find that they had fought their way, step by step, for more than 
6 miles, without the support of a single man, with the enemy’s con- 
stantly increasing force of cavalry in front, flank, and rear. of them, so 
that they would sometimes have to fire in three directions at once; that 
they had recaptured the entire baggage train of the command, as well 
as their caissons, which had been started on ahead at the first approach 
of the enemy; that they had compelled the enemy to abandon a num- 
ber of prisoners, including their caisson drivers, and that they had 
brought off everything safely except two or three wagons, upset in the 
stampede. By burning the bridges behind them they arrested the pur- 
suit of the cavalry. 

I cannot praise too highly the cool and gallant conduct of this little 
band. In this hurried report much that is deserving of mention must 
be omitted. I crossed in a small flat all the artillery, &c., over Bogue 
Pheliah on the night of the 23d and the morning of the 24th, but was 
there ina position from which I could not retreat with wheels, and where 
I did not have two acres of dry ground for the whole command, so I 
procured three flats and one flat-boat; took possession of the steamer 
Emma Bett, which came up for corn, and got all wagons and artillery 
on board ready to move at a moment’s notice, ordering the portion of 
the cavalry with me (23 in number) and the artillery horses and wagon 
teams across the swamp to the Sunflower River, at Klein’s Ferry. On 
information, which seemed authentic, that the enemy were advancing 
on me, I started down the Bogue on the night of the 24th for Colonel 
Latham’s plantation, on Sunflower. When everything was fairly and 
safely started, I left the boat, with orders after landing to go to Klein’s 
for the animals, and rejoined the cavalry, still on Deer Creek, for im- 
portant reasons. Finding that the enemy have gone off, I have sent to 
recall all my force to Deer Creek, but fear the execution of this may be 
delayed some time fron) the flood of water which has fallen since yes- 
terday. I have sent a flag of truce to communicate with Capt. E. W. 
Satherland, and will report more fully at the earliest practicable mo- 
ment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. FERGUSON, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


Maj. J. J. REEVE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NEAR GREENVILLE, WASHINGTON County, 
February 28, 1863. 


MaAJor.: Your favor of 23d instant has just come to hand. I have to 
report that Iam here with a small party waiting to communicate, by 
flag of truce, with the ram Monarch, instructions of the 20th instant 
direct from Lieutenant-General Pemberton. My future movements will 
depend in a great measure on the result of the desired interview. 

In the mean time I am collecting scattered cavalry, and have ordered 
the artillery to camp on Deer Creek, near Colonel Falls’, and recruit 


their exhausted animals. I am so continually in the saddle that I | | 


cannot prepare a careful report of the recent engagement. A very 
hurried one will accompany this. 
As far as I can ascertain, my loss is 7 prisoners, 2 men wounded and 
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paroled by the enemy, 2 wagons burned, and a number of horses and 
arms abandoned by the cavalry i in their fli ght. 

The conduct of Captain Lewers and several of the lieutenants of cav- 
alry will have to be investigated thoroughly, unless something is devel- 
oped to cause me to change my mind. I shall arrest most of them as 
soon as practicable. Captain Lewers’ company is, without exception, 
the poorest I have ever seen. I know of no way to remedy the evil but 
to break the company up entirely, transferring certain of the men to 
Captain Barnes and the rest to infantry companies. As cavalry they are 
not worth one day’s support by the Confederate Government. Captain 
Lewers himself is in every respect inefficient and unfitted for his posi- 
tion, and I fear the same remark applies to all his officers. In sending 
me such a command, Colonel [Wirt] Adams risked my battery and the 
lives of brave men. He broke up two squadrons to make this detail, and 
then only sent one-half of one company (viz, of Captain Barnes), so "that 
I have not even had the small force ordered by the lieutenant-general 
commanding. 

There are many reasons for me to remain and defend this country, 
even with my handful of men. The principal one is the amount of 
corn in it, all of which may be transported to Vicksburg by boat, via 
Bogue Pheliah and the Sunflower. Another, the stores of Government 
cotton, which must otherwise be burned or fall into the hands of the 
enemy. Even now the Abolitionists are trying to get out all the cotton 
from the vicinity of Lake Washington. The citizens are afraid to bura 
it, and I have not a man I can spare for the purpose. 

Knowing well that additional troops cannot be sent me, I oul not 
be importunate in my demands, but only ask for soldiers in place of 
Captain Lewers’ rabble, now partly disarmed and dismounted. Let me 
have Captain [G. T.] Blackburn’s company, if within reach, or Captain 
[W. H.] Johnson’s, both of my own regiment, and I will give a good ac- 
count of them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. FERGUSON, 
Tiew'enant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. J. J. REEVE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NEAR GREENVILLE, February 28, 1863. 


Magsor: I send two prisoners of war by Private B. P. Renfroe, of 
Company B, Adams’ cavalry, ap intelligent man; who, if you desire it, 
may give much information of things here. As the company lost much 
in their wagon destroyed by the enemy, it may be well to let him go 
where it was raised to procure clothing, &c., for it. 

I mention for what it is worth that many Yankee officers on the fleet 
were overheard in conversation to say that the attack on Vicksburg 
would be made very soon; that they expected to silence the guns and 
land directly under them. This I would not deem worthy of mention 
were it not for the peculiar circumstances under which it was obtained. 
They also discussed an expected descent of a fleet of boats to procure 
cotton along the river, accompanied by a brigade of cavalry. 

Very. respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. FERGUSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. J. J. REEVE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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FEBRUARY 17-21, 1863.—Expedition from Lexington to Clifton, Tenn. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Cbl. John K. Mizner, Third Michigan Cavalry, Chief of Cavalry, District 
of Jackson. 
No. 2.—Capt. Frederick C. Adamson, Third Michigan Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Col. John K. Mizner, Third Michigan Cavalry, Chief of Cav- 
alry, District of Jackson. 


JACKSON, TENN., February 22, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: To add to the pleasurable remembrances of the anni- 
versary we have to-day celebrated, I have the honor to report, for the 
information of the general commanding, that the cavalry I sent toward 
the Tennessee River have succeeded in capturing Colonel [J. F.] New- 
som, with 7 of his officers and 60 men, besides all their horses, arms, 
accouterments, &c., together with a large amount of supplies. This 
splendid achievement was accomplished by Capt. Cicero Newell, of the 
Third Michigan Cavalry, who, with 60 picked men, crossed the Tennes- 
see River on the night of the 19th instant, and surprised and captured 
Newsom and his whole party at Clifton. Herecrossed tothis side with 
all his prisoners, when our gunboats came in sight, and gave them val- 
uable assistance in discovering boats and small craft which the enemy 
had concealed and had continually used in crossing the river. Captain 
Adamson, Third Michigan Cavalry, was second in command, and he, as 
well as all of the officers and men, deserve the highest praise for cap- 
turing a force of the enemy exactly equal to their own. 

I regret to inform you that Captain Newell was wounded in the action 
at Clifton. 

I inclose Captain Adamson’s report, which gives a full account of the 
affair. 

The prisoners were turned over to Lieutenant Fitch, commanding 
gunboat fleet. Captain Newell, being disabled, was also taken on board 
the gunboat. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. K. MIZNER, 
Colonel and Chief of Cavalry. 
Capt. T. H. Harris, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Jackson. 


No. 2. 
Report of Capt. Frederick C. Adamson, Third Michigan Cavalry. 


LEXINGTON, TENN., February 21, 1863. 
Sir: On behalf of Captain Newell, I would respectfully submit the 
following report of the operations of the detachment of cavalry under 
his command from the 17th instant until the present: date: 
On the 17th instant he started for Clifton, with 23 men of Company 
A, under Sergeant [Thomas] Dean; 14 men of Company L, under com. 
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mand of Lieutenant Leonardson; 24 men of Company K, under com- 
mand of Lieutenant McIntyre; 23 of Company B, commanded by Cap- 
tain Adamson (all of the above of the Third Michigan Cavalry), and 14 
men of the Second Tennessee, commanded by Sergeant Mize. 

We reached Johnson’s house, 8 miles from Clifton, about sundown, 
without any adventure worth noting, having scouted the country thor- 
oughly for some miles on either side of the road. At midnight our 
pickets sent in two Confederate soldiers, who had just crossed from 
Clifton, from whom we gained some valuable information in relation to 
the force at Clifton. 

At daylight we started for the river, leaving a small party at John- 
son’s. We struck the enemy’s pickets on the river bank, 2 miles from 
the point opposite Clifton. We then dashed down, hoping to capture 
the ferry. The pickets had evidently signaled their confederates on 
the opposite shore, as they greeted us with avolley. We got our horses 
under cover immediately, and, dismounting the men, led part of [Com- 
panies] A and K to the bank and returned their fire. The firing was 
continued on both sides for a short time, resulting in no damage to 
men, but wounding two of Company B’s horses, which, we supposed, 
had been placed entirely out of danger. Captain Newell left his com- 
pany to watch the enemy and cover our retreat. We then returned to 
Johnson's, where we found a conscript who had come in to surrender 
himself. From the information given by him, Captain Newell went 
with his company to Turnbull’s Creek, leaving orders with me to pro- 
ceed with the remainder of the command to Decaturville, and secure 
quarters for the men, &c. 

The captain’s scout resulted in the discovery of an old flat-boat, some 
40 feet long and 10 wide. He immediately conceived the idea of cross- 
ing the river and making an attack on Clifton, and left Sergeant [Henry 
C.| Vowles and 6 men, with orders to make a pair of oars, bail out the 
boat, and take her down the river, under cover of the night, to a point 4 
miles above Clifton, aud there await our coming. He then joined me at 
Decaturville, where we decided, from the information collected, upon a 
plan of attack to be carried into effect that night. Information of the 
discovery of the boat having reached the citizens, through the indiscre- 
tion of some of Company K’s men, we feared they might guess at our 
intention and prepare the rebels for our coming, so we announced our 
departure for Lexington, and started off on that road (leaving at 2 p. m.). 

Getting out some 4 miles, we struck into the woods, under the guidance 
ot Mr. Dow White; remained concealed in the woods until night, when 
we started for our boat, some 10 miles off; found everything all right. 
The river was very high and full of drift-wood, which the strong current 
drove along at fearful speed. It wasnow12m, Wecould not take all 
the men at once, and we knew, in the state of the river, that we could not 
make a second trip in time to carry out our plans. So we told off 60 
men—22 from A, 10 from L, 14 from K, and 14 from B—under command 
of their respective officers, as before noted (Lieutenants Bingham and 
Drew accompanying their companies). We left the remainder of the 
men, under command of a sergeant, to take charge of our horses. We got 
our living freight aboard our crazy craft, the boat’s gunwale being just 6 
inches above water-mark, made the men lie flat in the bottom, crossed 
over, and drifted down about 2 miles; then landed, after considerable 
difficulty and danger, and wended our way through the woods for town. 
After marching some 2 miles through the brush along the river bank, we 
encountered a serious obstacle to our farther progress, in the shape of 
an extensive bayou, which we could not cross in any direction. Nothing 
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discouraged at our failure, we marched back to the boat, shoved off, 
and drifted down within half a mile of town, again landed, reconnoitered 
cautiously, marched within sight of town, found everything quiet, lay 
down on the ground, and sent our guide to a house to ascertain with 
exact certainty the strength and position of the enemy; found it just 
as we expected, and no more. We waited some two hours anxiously 
for the proper moment to arrive. The night was very dark and cold. 
Our men suffered considerably, having left their overcoats in the boat, 
but they bore it in silence, as not a murmur was heard among them. 

Day just breaking, we crept cautiously into town, Company B in ad- 
vance. Their only guard now espied us, and, calling ‘“ treason” at the 
top of his voice, started for the quarters. We soon secured him, sent 
a couple of men to their ferry, surrounded the houses, which we knew 
contained the men, dashing in the doors and windows, thrusting in our 
guns, and pointing them at the heads of the astonished, half-awake, and 
undressed occupants, demanding with loud shouts their instant sur- 
reuder. Considerable resistance was shown in some of the buildings, 
but we bore down everything before us. Some thirty shots were fired ; 
the second one, I am sorry to say, disabled Captain Newell, striking 
him in the leg, under the knee, making a painful, but not dangerous, 
flesh wound. Colonel Newsom had his right arm fearfully shattered 
and Lieutenant Shelby was struck in the shoulder, which were all the 
known casualties that occurred on both sides. 

The command now devolving upon me, and the town being fully in 
our possession, I instantly mounted a few men, and [sent] them on the 
different roads to pick up runaways, and turned my immediate atten- 
tion to getting the prisoners on the other side of the river, as I had 
reliable information that there was an Alabama regiment of cavalry 
camped at Ague Creek, only 7 miles east, and a strong force at Waynes- 
borough, 17 miles distant. Some of our men left with the horses now 
made their appearance on the opposite bank, according to instructions, 
so I sent 50 over (in the ferry just captured) with a strong guard, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Bingham, putting Captain Newell in the same 
boat; signaled our own boat, which the guard immediately brought 
down; loaded her with the rest of the prisoners, a party of our men, 
the captured saddles, guus, &e. 

We plied both boats briskly for some time, carrying from four to six 
horses a trip. It was severe work, as the current would carry the boats 
a long distance down stream; consequently we had to haul them up along 
shore, so that they might reach the landing on the opposite side. In the 
mean time I had crossed over; and fearing the co-operation of the pris- 
oners in case of an attack, I directed Lieutenant Drew to move them to 
Hughes’ house, 2 miles distant. We were about getting over our last 
load of horses when we were most agreeably surprised by the appear- 
ance of a fleet of five gunboats. The Lexington, in advance, put out 
her guns, intending to shell us, but a cheer from this side and a white 
flag from the other checked her intention. Lieutenant Fitch, flag- 
officer of the fleet, gave our tired men a capital dinner, which they much 
needed, having eaten nothing since noon of the day before. 

Before the arrival of the boats, I had ordered the firing of the build- 
ings that had been occupied by the enemy, as they were well filled up 
with bunks, &c., and the hotel in which we found over 30 men contained 
a quantity of commissary stores, which I could not transport, so was 
compelled to destroy. 

Our raid was entirely successful. The result was the capture of 8 com- 
missioned officers and some 60 enlisted men, 40 splendid horses, some 
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saddles, about 40 stand of arms, principally old shot-guns, many of 
which we threw in the river, some Sharps’ and Smith’s carbines (four of 
the latter), a few Enfield rifles, several old muskets, flint-locks, &¢., and 
a few Colt’s pistols (now many I cannot ascertain, as the property has 
not yet been collected from the men). I regret to say that many of the . 
old guns were carried off by the officers and men of the gunboats dur- 
ing my absence, as their men were all allowed to come ashore. 

Captain Fitch offered to take the prisoners off our hands, and, upon 
consulting with Captain Newell, who had been moved to Hughes’, he 
decided it would be best to get rid of them, as several were unable to 
ride, and I could not mount them all. I fear that I have erred in this 
matter, but did it for the best. The horses are distributed among the 
companies, subject to the order of the colonel commanding. 

Having had information that Wright’s Island contained several 
horses belonging to the Confederates, I took a small party on the gun- 
boat and searched the island. The horses had been removed several 
days before, but we found two boats, one of which we destroyed; the 
other was one of Francis’ metallic life-boats, which I also turned over 
to Captain Fitch. 

It was now dusk, so we crossed in our old boat, which we had towed 
up, entirely destroyed it, and marched on foot to Johnson’s, to which 
place I had ordered the command. 

Early on the 21st,I started for Lexington, through a drenching rain ; 
reached there at 3 p. m., and reported to Major [Thomas] Saylor, whom 
I found in command. 

I am thoroughly satisfied that there is no force anywhere in this 
vicinity, on this side of the Tennessee River. Van Dorn is at Colum- 
bia; parties of his cavalry are stationed at different points, close to 
the river, and it seems to be the impression that it is his intention to 
attempt to hold the river at these points. 

I inclose a list of the prisoners* and Captain Fitch’s receipt for 54;* 
one of the slips containing their names was mislaid, which accounts for 
the difference between the list and receipt, and 4 were released on 
parole. 

I must apologize for the length of this report, but in justice to the 
men and officers, who all, without exception, conducted themselves 
bravely on our rather dangerous expedition, I could not do less than 
tell the whole story. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. C. ADAMSON, 
Captain Third Michigan Cavalry. 
Capt. T. B. WEIR, 
Adjutant Cavalry Division. 


P. S.—Net result of expedition: Prisoners, 61; horses, 40; saddles, 
about 40; stand of arms, 40; flat-boats destroyed, 2; yawls destroyed, 
2; skiffs destroyed, 2; life-boat found, 1; 4 barrels flour, 3 barrels'salt, 
10,000 poands pork and bacon, a quantity of corn-meal, beans, We., 
burned. 

Colonel Newsom and Lieutenant [M. T.] Shelby were dangerously 
wounded and paroled. ; 

I neglected to state that Captain Newell went on the gunboat Pair- 
play, as, owing to the state of the roads and the lack of transportation, 
we could not [take] him to a suitable place. 


* Omitted. 
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FEBRUARY 18, 1863.—Affair near Moscow, Tenn. 
Report of Maj. Francis M. Long, Forty-.first Illinois Infantry. 


Hpers. FortTY-FIRST REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Moscow, Tenn., February 22, 1863. 


Sir: On the morning of the 18th instant, I was detailed to take com- 
mand of 160 men, comprised of details from the Third Towa, Forty-first 
and Vifty-third Illinois, and Thirty-third Wisconsin, to escort a forage 
train that was going out after forage. 

I reported at division headquarters at 8 a. m., and took command of 
the aforesaid guards, who had reported there. We started out in a 
northwest direction. After going 54 or 6 miles, we stopped at the plan- 
tation of Colonel Nuckles and loaded our train. 

While we were loading the train, I received information that 150 of 
[R. V.] Richardson’s rebel cavalry bad made their appearance about a 
mile west of us, and that they were moving in a southeast direction. I 
immediately ordered the guards in line, ready for action. 

When our train was loaded, I placed half the guards in front and the 
remainder in the rear of the train. I took all necessary precautions to 
have the train move in good order, and we started for camp, moving 
unmolested until within 24 or 3 miles of camp, when I discovered a body 
of rebel cavalry south of the road, about 150 strong, preparing to make 
a dash upon the train. I sent orders to the front guards to return with 
all possible speed, at the same time hurrying forward with the rear 
guards. In consequence of the bad condition of the roads, the train 
was somewhat scattered, and both the front and rear guards were from 
a half to three-fourths of a mile from the center of the train. 

In the mean time the rebels had made their dash and attacked the 
train in the center; the front and rear guards coming up, engaged the 
enemy at the same time. The engagement lasted about five minutes, 
when the enemy were repulsed and in full retreat. 

Our loss was 1 man wounded and 16 missing. We also lost 42 mules 
and 2 horses. Loss of the enemy unknown. 

I have the Honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
F. M. LON G, 
Major Forty- first cS AN Illinois Volunteers. 


Lieut. WILLIAM WARNER, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brigade, Fourth Division. 


FEBRUARY 19, 1863.—Skirmish near Yazoo Pass, Miss. 
Report of Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY Corps, 
Before Vicksburg, February 22, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that a detachment of the First 
Indiana Cavalry, under Lieut. Col. W. F. Wood, engaged a detachment, 
or some 200, of Forrest’s rebel cavalry on the 19th instant, near Yazoo 
Pass, killing 6, wounding 3, and capturing 15 of the enemy, and com- 
pletely putting him to rout, No loss on our side. He also reports that 
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the prospect of opening the pass is encouraging, and that General Wash- 
burn expected to reach the Coldwater with his transports to-morrow. 
JOHN A. McOLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT. 


FEBRUARY 24, 1863.—Capture of the Indianola. 
REPORTS.* 


No. 1.—Lieut. Gen. J. C. Pemberton, C. 8. Army, commanding Department of Missis- 
sippi and Eastern Louisiana. 

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, C.S. Army, commanding District of Western Loui- 
siana, with congratulatory orders. 

No. 3.—Lieut. Col. Frederick B. Brand, Miles’ (Louisiana) Legion. 

No. 4.—Maj. J. L. Brent, C. S. Army. 

No. 5.—Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C. S. Army. 

No. 6.—Col. Wirt Adams, Mississippi Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Lieut. Gen. J. C. Pemberton, CO. 8S. Army, commanding Depart- 
ment of Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana. 


VICKSBURG, February 25, 1863. 


Expedition, fitted up in Red River and Port Hudson, captured iron- 
clad gunboat Indianola at 11 o’clock last night; is now sunk in the 
Mississippi; shows bow and upper works out near Mr. Joe Davis’ plan- 
tation; armament, two 11-inch forward, two 9-inch aft. Lieutenant 
Brown, U.S. Navy, commanding, with his officers and men, captured ; 
will do everything possible to raise and get her afioat immediately. 
There will probably be an attempt by other iron-clads to run down 
past our batteries to-night. Maj. J. L. Brent, of General Taylor’s forces, 


commanded the expedition. 
J. ©. PEMBERTON, 


Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


W23N2. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, 0. 8S. Army, commanding District 
of Western Louisiana, with congratulatory orders. 


VICKSBURG, February 25, 1863. 

I have the honor to report, after a severe and hot engagement, the 
capture of the Federal iron-clad steamer Indianola, Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Brown, U.S. Navy, together with all her officers and crew, by 
the Confederate States steamers Queen of the West and Webb, forming 


* For reports of Actg. Rear-Admiral David D. Porter and Lieut. Commander George 
Brown, U.S. Navy, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863, 
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an expedition sent out by me for that purpose, under the command of 
Major [J. L.] Brent. The prize is a good deal damaged. 
k. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


General S. COOPER. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WESTERN LOUISIANA, 
Alexandria, March 1, 1863. 


GENERAL: I beg respectfully to add, in addition to the vSpOE of Maj. 
J.L. Brent, that the prize steamer Indianola was towed to a point where 
she sunk in shoal water with her gun decks above water. Her guns 
were traversed so as to bear, all of them, on the river, thus making her 
a powerful water-battery. Our boats then returned. to this point for 
necessary repairs. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
k. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DIST. OF WESTERN LOUISIANA, 
No. 20. Alexandria, April 2, 1863. 


The major-general commanding takes pleasure, in behalf of the Gov- 
ernment, in returning thanks to the detachment of Texas troops of 
Major [James] Burnet’s command; of Tennessee troops of Capt. J. D. 
Thomas’ command, and to the section of Maryland Light Artillery Bat- 
tery, under command of Lieutenant [W. Thompson] Patten and Ser- 
geant [Edward] Langley, for the valuable and gallant services rendered 
by them in the gunboat engagement with the United States steam ram 
Indianola. Their bravery and soldierly conduct entitle them to the 
gratitude of the nation and the highest appreciation of their country- 
men, and should excite the just emulation of their comrades. The 
major-general commanding, in justice to themselves and his own feel- 
ings, cannot allow them to return to their commands in another depart- 
ment without making this public acknowledgment of their gallant and 
meritorious services. 

By command of Major-General Taylor: 

E. SURGET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 3. 
Reports of Ineut. Col. Frederick B. Brand, Miles’ (Louisiana) Legion. 


STEAMER Dr. BEAry, 
Thirty miles ‘below Vicksburg, February 25, 1863. 


Str: Last night, about 10 p. m., fell in with the U. §. iron-clad gun- 
boat Indianola, and after the rams Queen of the West and Webb, ander 
Major Brent, had engaged her for an hour, I went alongside, when the 
commander, Lieutenant- Commander Brown, U.S. Navy, surrendered to 
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me. As all the credit is due to Major Brent, [have turned over to him, 
CS Sinking condition, the prize, which we hope to save. Nobody but 
urt. 
FREDK. B. BRAND, 
y Ineutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


On BoarpD C. 8. GuUNBOAT Dr. Braty, 
February 26, 1863. 

Sir’: On the morning of the 21st, while wooding at Morganzia, I re- 
ceived information that the Federal gunboat Indianola had left the 
mouth of Red River. I proceeded to the mouth of Red River ; arrived 
at 3 p. m.; found a picket, with whom I established a code of signals for 
boats coming up the river. Ran up Ked River as far as Black River, 
where I had to lie up until the fog cleared, which was about 8 a. m. on 
the 22d. Proceeded on up Red River; when within about 20 miles of 
the fortifications, I met Major [J. L.] Brent, in command of the ram 
Queen of the West and the Webb, with the Grand Era as tender. I 
turned back, and proceeded down the river in company with them to 
find the enemy and attack him at night, as I knew their immense supe- 
riority of metal and power. 

Went on up the Mississippi River to within 30 miles of Vicksburg, 
near the little town of Carthage, where we discovered our adversary 
close in shore about 10 p. m. 24th instant. The Queen of the West and 
the Webb most gallantly charged upon her their first and second rams, 
doing but little damage. The third time they struck her; the Webb 
struck her at the back part of the starboard wheel-house, cutting down 
below the water into the hull, making also a large hole in her own bow. 
The Queen of the West made another gallant charge in the face of two 
9-inch guns at her stern, for the purpose of crushing her propellers and 
rudders, which broke down the whole of her stern. Major Brent then 
gave me notice (I being within 300 yards) that she was disabled. I 
immediately rushed up to board her. On running alongside, I grappled 
her, and, on giving the order to board, Lieutenant Brown, U.S. Navy, 
commanding iron-clad gunboat Indianola, said he “was in a sinking 
condition.” I asked if he surrendered. He replied, ‘I surrender.” I 
then kept my boarders back, jumped on board myself, and received his 
sword. Ithen had her pushed into shore, where we found that they 
had cut all their pipes, and had blown the water and steam out of their 
boilers. I found her to be one of the most formidable iron-clads in their 
Navy, protected in every manner possible with thick heavy timber and 
heavy iron plates, mounting two 11-inch (completely casemated) Dahl- 
gren guns forward, from which she had fired eleven shots at us. She 
had two 9-inch Dahlgren guns in her stern, from which she had fired six 
solid shots at us. Lieutenant Brown informs me that she would have 
been used as a ram had he thought we had the boldness to attack him 
at night. 

Too much credit cannot be awarded to Major Brent and his command 
for the gallant manner in which they behaved. I therefore turned the 
prize over to him, to have her taken up Red River, where she could be 
repaired and fitted out. After towing her down as far as His Excellency 
President Davis’ plantation, we found that she made so much water 
that we were compelled to run her ashore, where she now lies in 10 feet 
water. I dispatched the Queen of the West to Warrenton to communl- 
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cate to Major-General Stevenson, of Vicksburg, for assistance in the © 
shape of pumps, &e. 

I then started off in the Grand Era with the prisoners, numbering 
about 90, with 7 negroes; delivered them over to Col. Wirt Adams’ com- 
mand, to be forwarded to Jackson, Miss. On my return to join the squad- 
ron, met the Queen of the West, Webb, and the Dr. Beaty, in full re- 
treat, having learned that the two gunboats expected by Lieutenant 
Brown, U.S. Navy, had passed Vicksburg, our rams leaking so much 
that it was impossible for us to make another attack. My port end was 
cut into by the Queen of the West by accident. I was obliged, in con- 
sequence, to leave about 70 bales of cotton on shore near where the 
Indianola has sunk. 

The officers and men, one and all, deserve great praise for their cool- 
ness and the promptitude with which they executed all my commands, 
especially when I gave the order to board. I take pleasure in saying 
that I never saw men behave better under any circumstances. 

The West had 2 killed and 3 wounded by a 11-inch shot striking her 
upper bulwarks. The Webband Beaty had not a man hurt. The enemy 
had 1 killed and 1 wounded by our sharpshooters. 

So well protected were the enemy by their iron, that our 20, 30, and 
32 pounders made very little indentation at a distance of 10 or 15 
yards. 

Some 40 or 50 of my men were detailed to work on the Indianola, who 
are now on board the Webb, having gotten on her during the stam- 
pede; also Surgeon [Thad. J.] Wetherly, Lieutenant [S. M.] Thomas ([R. 
M.] Boone’s battery), and Lieutenant Frith (Miles’ Legion). Sergeant- 
Major King, with 15 men, was detailed to carry dispatches to Warren- 
ton in a boat. He has not yet returned. The detachment of the signal 
corps with me rendered me very efficient service, some of whom were 
on board the West and Webb. 

J remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 
FREDK. B. BRAND, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Expedition. 


Major-General GARDNER. 


No. 4. 
Report of Maj. J. L. Brent, C. 8. Army. 


FEBRUARY 25, 1863. 


Mayor: My last dispatch to you, exclusive of the telegraphic commu- 
nication sent you last night, was from Natchez. The Federal iron-clad 
Indianola had forty-eight hours’ start of us at Ackland’s Landing; at 
Natchez she was less than twenty-five hours in advance. 

We left Natchez on the evening of the 23d, and I found that we could 
easily overhaul the enemy in the morning of the 24th, but I determined 
not to do so, in order to bring him to an engagement at night, consider- 
ing for many reasons that this time was eminently advantageous to us. 
We reached Grand Gulf before sunset, and there learned that he was 
only about four hours in advance of us. As we were running more than 
2 miles to his 1, the time required to overtake him could easily be caleu- 
lated; so I determined to overtake and bring him to action at 9 o’clock 
that evening. We came up with him about 9.40, just above New Car- 
thage, near the foot of Palmyra Island, and I immediately signaled the 
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Webb to prepare for action. Our order of approach was as follows: 
_ The Queen of the West about 500 yards in advance of the Webb, and 
_ the Beaty, Lieutenant-Colonel [F. B.] Brand commanding (who, I wrote 
you, had joined us with a force and steamer fitted out from Port Hud- 
son), 2 miles in the rear, and lashed to my tender, the Grand Era. The 
moon was partially obscured by a veil of white clouds, and gave and 
permitted just, sufficient light for us to see where to strike with our 
rams, and just sufficient obscurity to render uncertain the aim of the 
_ formidable artillery of the enemy. We first discovered him when about 

1,000 yards distant, hugging the eastern bank of the Mississippi, with 

his head quartering across and down the river. Not an indication of 

life was given as we dashed on toward him—no light, no perceptible 
motion of his machinery was discernible. We had also obscured every 
light, and only the fires of the Era could be seen, 2 miles back, where 

she was towing the Beaty. The distance between him and us had di- 

minished to about 500 yards. We could clearly distinguish the long 

black line of his two coal-barges, which protected his sides from forward 
of his bow to nearly abreast of his wheels. The impatience of our men 
to open fire could be scarcely restrained, but I was too sensible of the 
vast advantage to be obtained by traversing the distance to be passed 
over without drawing the fire of his powerful guns. At last, when 
within about 150 yards of him, I authorized Captain [James] McClos- 
_ key to open fire, which he accordingly did with his two Parrott guns 
and one brass 12-pounder. At the second fire, the 20-pounder Parrott 
gun was disabled by the blowing out of its vent-piece. Our intention 
was to dash the bow of our boatin his larboard wheel-house, just in the 
rear of the coal-barge, but when about 150 yards from him he backed 
and interposed the barge between us and him. Our bow went crashing 
clear through the barge, and was not arrested until it shattered some of 
his timbers amidships and deeply indenting the iron plating of his hull. 

So tremendous had been the momentum of our attack, that for nearly 

five minutes we could not disengage ourselves, but remained stuck fast. 

In this position our sharpshooters opened fire on every light and crevice 

that could be seen, but no living men were to be seen on the enemy’s 

decks. While thus adhering to the enemy, the Webb came dashing by 
us, and plunged, with terrific force, just in the rear of his bow. Some 
few iron plates were loosened, but this blow of the Webb produced no 
serious external injury to the enemy. The prisoners since report that 
it disabled, by the jar, the starboard engine. Urged forward by the 

Webb, the Indianola swung away. One end of the coal-barge that the 

Queen had cut in two sunk, and the other drifted down the current a 

little way, and immediately sunk, and the Queen, finding herself free, 

immediately rounded up stream to add to the impetuosity of her next 
charge the additional power obtainable from the descending current of 
the river. As the Webb approached on her first charge, the two 11-inch 

Dahlgren guns on the bow of the Indianola opened on her at 75 yards 

with solid shot, but fortunately she was untouched. The vigor of her 

onset pushed the enemy around, and, carrying her forward, laid ber 
across and under the very muzzle of these monstrous guns. Dashing 
safely around from this perilous position, the Webb swung on the star- 
_ board side of the enemy, between him and his coal-barge, breaking the 
- fastenings and setting the barge adrift. 
The result of our first onset was to strip tbe Indianola of her coal- 
barges, which protected her sides, and to injure her to some extent in 
her wheel, as was apparent from her subsequent want of rapidity and 
precision in her movements. As soon as the Webb swept away clear 
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of the enemy, the Queen of the West swung round and again dashed 


upon him, who this time with partial success endeavored to break the | 


force of the onset by presenting her bow to our blow; but his move- 
ments were too torpid, and were not entirely successful, which tends to 
confirm the belief entertained by some that her machinery was injured 
by the first blow. The Queen struck a little in advance of amidships, 
but, as she was turning, the force of the blow glanced along his side and 
past his wheel-house without inflicting any very serious damage. Just 
as the Queen swung clear of his stern, he opened on her with his two 
aft 9-inch guns. One struck us on the shoulder and knocked off our 
cotton, and one on the starboard and knocked away ten or twelve bales 
of cotton, causing us to list over considerably; and another (a shell) © 
entered our front port-hole on the port side, passed out, and struck the 
chase of a brass 12-pounder gun, and exploded, killing 2 men, disabling 
4,and disabling two pieces. This time the Queen swung around rapidly 
up the stream, and in a very brief interval again dashed on him, strik- 
ing a little to the rear of his starboard wheel-house, crushing through 
and shattering his frame work and loosening some of his iron plates. 

By this time the Webb had run up stream, turned and came career- 
ing on witha full head of steam, and struck him very nearly in the same 
place where the Queen of the West had before hit him. Through and 
through his timbers, crushing and dashing aside his iron plates, the 
sharp bow of the Webb penetrated as if it were going to pass entirely 
through the ship. As the Webb backed clear, the Indianola, with all 
the speed she could raise, declined further fight, and ran down the river 
toward the bank, with the intention, as afterward appeared, of getting 
a line out, in order that the officers and crew might land and abandon 
their steamer, which was making water rapidly. In fact, a line was 
got out on land, but not fastened, and three of the crew effected their 
escape from the vessel, but were recaptured next day by the cavalry of 
Major [Isaac F.] Harrison. After the Queen of the West struck the 
Indianola the third time, she was for some time almost unmanageable. 
She had listed so much over to the port side, that one of her wheels was 
much the most raised out of the water. She was making water, and 
presented every appearance of sinking. Captain McCloskey righted 
her a little by throwing over cotton from his upper decks, and they were 
able to bring her round very slowly, but still she was brought up by 
her gallant commander for a further charge. While the Webb had her 
bow knocked off, her splendid machinery was unhurt, and she quickly 
and gallantly bore up for her third charge. When bearing down and 
approaching the enemy, Captain [Charles J.] Pierce reports that he was 
hailed from the deck, announcing the surrender, and begging to be 
towed ashore, as he was sinking. Captain Pierce represents that he 
placed a line on board and commenced towing the Indianola, when the 
line parted. As the Queen of the West was running off from her last 
charge to make a circuit to obtain space to add increased momentum to 
her onset, we encountered the Dr. Beaty (Lieutenant-Colonel Brand), 
who had cast off from the tender Grand Era, and was hovering round 
to enter the fight when an opportunity offered. 

The Dr. Beaty is a frail steamer, with but little power, and incapa- 
ble of being used as a ram, or of resisting the terrible fire to which we 
were exposed. She was crowded with nearly 250 gallant spirits, who 
volunteered from the forces at Port Hudson, and who had embarked in 
the Beaty with the resolution to fight the enemy by boarding her. We 
called out to them that the opportunity for boarding her had arrived, as 
it was apparent that the enemy was disabled and much demoralized, 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Brand with his command gallantly bore away, ap- 
proached the enemy, and gave, as I am informed by him, the command 
_ “prepare to board,” when he was greeted by a voice from the decks 
- of the Indianola, announcing that she had surrendered and was in a 
sinking condition. Colonel Brand then boarded her upper deck and re- 
ceived the sword of Lieutenant-Commander Brown. This result must 
have been very gratifying to Colonel Brand, as it was obtained with- 
out the Joss or injury of a single man of his command. Upon my reach- 
ing the deck, Colonel Brand most handsomely acknowledged that the 
capture was entirely due to the Queen of the West and the Webb. I 
have no doubt if it had been necessary that himself and his gallant 
command would have again demonstrated that nothing can resist the 
desperation of troops who regard not their own lives, but victory. Iim- 
mediately appointed Lieutenant Handy, of the Webb, as prize-master. 
We found our prize a most formidable monster, mounting two 11-inch 
guns forward and two 9-inch guns aft, and all protected by splendid iron 
casemates, utterly impervious except to the heaviest artillery at the 
very shortest range. Her propelling power consisted of side-wheels and 
two serew propellers. She was filled with a most valuable cargo, em- 
bracing supplies of every kind. The officers and crew, amounting to 
over 100, fell into our hands as prisoners. Nothing shows more clearly 
how well protected were her men than the fact that our artillery, though 
they frequently fired at the range of 20 and 30 yards, utterly failed to 
injure her. Lieutenant Handy, of the Webb, fired his 32-pounder rifled 
gun so close to the casemates of the enemy that it actually enveloped 
both port-holes in flames, and yet no injury was sustained. Our skillful 
and courageous sharpshooters fired deliberately at every onset. 

Notwithstanding all these circumstances, the enemy lost but 1 man 
killed and none wounded. The Webb had but 1 man wounded, while 
the Queen of the West had 2 killed and 4 wounded. 

The fire of the enemy was terrific. Their huge shot and shell came 
whizzing by us, directed wide of the mark in every instance, except the 
two shots that struck the Queen and one that passed through the bul- 
warks of the Webb, while the far-darting flames of their enormous guns 
almost licking our bows, and the loud thunder of their reports (heard 
as far as Vicksburg, 30 miles off), added unusual sublimity to the scene. 
The Queen of the West has some appearance of protection for her men— 
how feeble was manifested by the injury inflicted by one shot alone; 
but the men on the Webb were utterly without protection. The boilers 
were rudely surrounded by cotton, but her walking beams were entirely 
exposed. I think the annals of naval warfare may be safely challenged 
to produce an instance where a feeble craft was thrice precipitated upon 
the iron sides of a first-class war steamer, mounting as heavy an arma- 
ment as is to be found in the western waters. 

The heroic gallantry of both captains in rushing their steamers against 
the iron-clad enemy in face of and against the muzzles of 9-inch and 
11-inch guns cannot be overestimated. 

I am much indebted for the success that crowns this expedition to 
the skill and gallantry of my officers. 

Captain McCloskey, commanding the Queen of the West, combined 
with the courage of the soldier the skill and aptitude that characterizes 
- the sailor of our western waters. Taking his position in the front of the 
' steamer, by word and example he cheered the men on to their duty and 
rallied them when disheartened. I reserve to him the mention of the 
names of the officers and men under him who merit special mention, 
but I feel compelled in one case to specify an example of heroic courage 


368 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. = [Cuar. XXXVI 


and skill as exhibited by Sergt. Edward Langley, of the Third Mary- 
land Artillery. He had on the Queen a detachment of 13 men of his 
artillery, and was placed in charge of the two Parrott guns. He him- 
self took’ command of the 30-pounder gun in our bow, where he re- 
mained during the action, neither he nor his gallant comrades ever 
leaving their posts for amoment. While our bows were resting against 
the side of the Indianola, he still manned and fired his gun, though he 
and his men were without the least covering or protection. In addition 
to this courage, the skill and judgment he showed in maneuvering his 
piece, mounted on wheels within a most contracted space, is deserving 
of equal commendation. 

Lieutenant [T. H.] Handy, of the Crescent Artillery, commanded the 
troops on the Webb. He exhibited the greatest skill and courage in 
handling his command, and he himself in person manned and pointed 
his rifled 32-pounder gun. His report will disclose the names of such 
officers and men as merit special mention. ee 

Llearn from verbal report that Lieutenant [H. A.] Rice, of the Twenty- 
first een Tennessee, on board of the Webb, served most effi- 
ciently and gallantly. 

Acting Lieutenant Prather served his two field pieces, entirely unpro- 
tected, with most unshrinking courage, and was ably seconded by Mr. 
Charles Scholer, acting as captain of the guns. 

Capt. Charles J. Pierce, a civilian, commanded and controlled the 
movements of the Webb. It was he who selected the weak spots of 
the enemy, and with a steady hand and eye dashed the Webb against 
the Indianola. 

Not only did the officers do their duty, but I have nothing but com- 
mendation for the private soldiers. Captain [EK E.] Carnes’ and Lieu- 
tenant Rice’s company, of the Twenty-first [Thirty-first] Tennessee, and 
the detachment of Lieutenant [R. 8.] Dulin, adjutant of Major ve 
Burnet’s battalion of Texans, were in the expedition of the Queen an 
Webb, and under fire they, as well as their gallant officers, comported 
themselves with courage and discipline. 

On taking possession, we found our prize rapidly making water, which 
we could not arrest. Seeing that she would sink, I did not wish that this 
should take place on the western side of the river, and therefore made 
fast to her with two of the steamers, and towed her over the river, when 
she sank in the water up to her gun deck, thus losing to us the greater 
part of the valuable stores that were in her hold. 

Captain [James W.] Mangum, assistant adjutant-general of Brigadier- 
General [J. C.] Moore, being in Alexandria, accompanied the expedition 
as a volunteer and acted as my adjutant. He comported himself gal- 
lantly under fire, and throughout the expedition rendered me valuable 
service. 

I herewith submit the report of Captain McCloskey,* of the Queen of 
the West. He mentions favorably Captain Carnes and Lieutenant 
[Henry] Miller, of the Twenty-first [Thirty-first] Tennessee Volunteers ; 
Lieutenant [R. 8.] Dulin, adjutant of Major Burnet’s battalion of Tex- 
ans, and Capt. T. H. Hutton, chief of artillery; Sergt. Edward Langley, 
acting as lieutenant in charge of the two Parrott guns and the volun- 
teers; Capt. C. H. White, slightly wounded, acting with great efficiency 
as ordnance officer; Captain Tank, Lieutenant Fisk, Lieut. C. Stanmyer, 
and Lieut. K. R. Hyams, quartermaster and commissary, who exhibited 
much energy. Lieutenants Stanmyer and Fisk were wounded at their 
pieces while gallantly acting as captains of artillery. 


* Not found. 


Cuar. XXXVI] CAPTURE OF THE INDIANOLA. 369 


As I was on board the Queen during the action, the conduct of these 
gentlemen was under my own eye, and I cheerfully indorse the com- 
mendation of Captain McCloskey. Captain McCloskey also speaks 
highly of the intrepid promptness and skill of Pilots Z. Milligan, W. 
Melloy, Frank Fittrell, and N. Dunbar. Also of the engineers (Messrs. 
J. R. Allyboy, E. Woods, J. Crawford, P. Montrose, and G. W. Daniel) 
and of the mate, Mr. W. H. Parker. Though the gentlemen were civil- 
fans, yet knowing that the boat was well and skillfully handled, I have 
thought it a matter of justice to approve the indorsement of Captain 
McCloskey. He also speaks approvingly of the conduct of Assistant 
Surgeon Blanchard, who manifested much care and coolness, coming on 
the gun deck in the midst of the action and personally supervising the 
removal of the wounded. 

Sergeant Magruder, of the Signal Corps, also deserves mention for 
having rendered very importaut services in the discharge of the respon- 
sible duties devolved upon him. 

Captain Pierce, of the Webb, reports to me verbally that his pilots 
(Mr. Norman White, mate, and the Messrs. Elijah Trene, rank Smith, 
Charles Oakey, and O. 8. Burdett), and chief engineer (Hugh Derby) 
and the assistant engineers (George Marsh, Richard Stockton, J. E. 
Conklin, and William Kuvish) behaved themselves with the utmost gal- 
lantry and bravery, and discharged their duties with promptness and 
ability. I have no doubt this is correct, from the skillful manner in 
which the Webb was handled while she was in action. 

Iam, major, yours, respectfully, 
J. L. BRENT, 
Major, Commanding Hapedition. 
Maj. E. SURGET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WESTERN LOUISIANA, 
Alexandria, March 1, 1863. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

No more gallant feat has illustrated the war. Maj. J. L. Brent is my 
chief of ordnance. Capt. James McCloskey is post quartermaster at 
this point. Mr. Charles [J.] Pierce is a Red River pilot. The expedi- 
tion was fitted out by me with the utmost dispatch to destroy the Indi- 
anola before the enemy could pass another boat by Vicksburg or cut 
off our communication. Both the Queen and the Webb returned here 
much shattered by their terrible conflict. I shall use every effort to 
repair them at once and meet the enemy. 

- R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


No. 5. 
Report of Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C. 8S. Army. 


VicksBuR(, March 4, 1863. 


The Indianola is not destroyed. We are at work to raise her. One 
11-inch was burst; the others are not injured. The Grand Hra is sent 
by Taylor to claim it. I have possession, and will hold it. I will send 
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Paul Jones to her as soon as possible. Have dispatched to Gardner for 
a part of the fleet. The report of the gunboats passing Vicksburg has 
run the whole fleet up Red River. The boat was a coal-barge which was 
taken by Major [Isaac F.] Harrison. I ask to keep the Navy prisoners 
until Admiral Porter withdraws his instructions. 
C. L. STEVENSON, 
Major. General, 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


No. 6. 
Report of Col. Wirt Adams, Mississippi Cavalry. 


Marcu 1, 1863. 


MaAgsor: I believe I am now in possession of all the facts relative to 
the capture and destruction of the Federal steamer Indianola. From 
the moment the Federal flag was struck and our forces took possession 
of the vessel, there appears to have been an utter want of authority, 
system, or plan. The vessel was towed or drifted down several miles, 
making water rapidly in her hold; not so much from injuries received 
as from four plug holes, opened by the Federal commander for the pur- 
pose of scuttling her. She lodged in the front of Mr. Joe Davis’ place. 

The following morning (Wednesday), a detail was made of about 100 
men, under command of a lieutenant, to go on board the prize and try 
and saveher. They were furnished with two 6-pounder field pieces and 
about fifteen muskets or rifles. Meantime the Queen of the West was 
sent to Warrenton with dispatches and as a picket for the fleet. Ina 
short time the Queen of the West came back in great haste, reporting 
a gunboat of the enemy approaching. All the vessels at once got under 
way in a panic, and proceeded down the river, abandoning without a 
word the working party and field pieces on the wreck. ‘The Federal 
vessel did not approach nearer than 24 miles, and appeared very appre- 
hensive of attack. The position of the Indianola was such that her two 
11-inch Dahlgren guns commanded the river above, and the two 9-inch 
guns could also have been brought in battery. With the assistance of 
our two vessels, the Queen of the West and Webb, there is scarcely a 
doubt that we could have saved the Indianola,-and possibly have cap- 
tured the other gunboat of the enemy. Major [Isaac F.] Harrison’s 
command, nearly opposite, tendered their assistance. 

The lieutenant commanding the working party made some effort to 
free the vessel of water, but finding himself abandoned by our fleet, 
- and the enemy’s gunboat lying above him, he on Thursday night burst 
three of the valuable guns on board, spiked the other, threw his field 
pieces overboard, blew up the vessel, and fled with his command. Many 
of them wandered about Palmyra Island, on which they were, and about 
25 are supposed to have been captured by the crew of the last Federal 
gunboat. The others have been straggling into my camp for two or three 
days. With the exception of the wine and liquor stores of the Indianola, 
nothing was saved. The valuable armament, the large supplies of pow- 
der, shot, and shell are all lost. 

I shall to-day send Lieutenant-Colonel [Robert C.] Wood, jr., with 
one squadron across Big Black, instructed to approach the wreck, if 
he possibly can from this side, drive off any Federals who may be lurk- 
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ing about it, and recover, if practicable, the two field pieces.. There are 
_ bayous intervening, which may prevent his approaching the wreck. 
* * * * * * * 


I remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WIRT ADAMS, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Regiment. 
Maj. J. J. REEVE, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FEBRUARY 24-APRIL 8, 1863.—The Yazoo Pass Expedition (by Moon 
Lake, Yazoo Pass, and the Coldwater and Tallahatchee Rivers), including 
engagements (March 11, 18, and 16, and April 2 and 4) at Fort Pember- 
ton, near Greenwood, Miss. 


REHEPORTS. 


No. 1.—Lieut. Col. James H. Wilson, Assistant Inspector-General, U. S. Army, Chief 
of Topographical Engineers, Army of the Tennessee, of operations Feb- 
ruary 1—April 9. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss, U. S. Army, commanding District of East- 
ern Arkansas. > 

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Leonard F. Ross, U. 8. Army, commanding Thirteenth Division, 
Thirteenth Army Corps, of operations March 2-April 8. 

No. 4.—Brig. Gen. Frederick Salomon, U. 8. Army, commanding First Brigade. 

No. 5.—Brig. Gen, Cadwallader C. Washburn, U. 8. Army, of preliminary opera- 
tions. 

No. 6.—Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U.S. Army, commanding Seventeenth Army 
Corps. 

No. 7.—Brig. Gen. Isaac F. Quinby, U. 8. Army, commanding Seventh Division, 
of operations March 9-28. 

No. 8.—Lieut. Commander Watson Smith, U.S. Navy. 

No. 9.—Maj. Gen. William W. Loring, C.S. Army, commanding at Fort Pemberton, 
etc., of operations February 17-April 11. ? 

No. 10.—Maj. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, C. 8. Army, commanding division, etc., of 
operations April 1-10. 

No. 11.—Capt. Isaac N. Brown, C. S. Navy. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. James H. Wilson, Assistant Inspector- General, 
U.S. Army, Chief of Topographical Engineers, Army of the Tennessee, 
of operations February 1-April 9. 


Yazoo PAss, Miss., February 2, 1863—8 p. m. 


COLONEL: We reached Helena last night, and had all arrangements 
complete to start from there this morning at 10 o’clock. General Gor- 
man accompanied me, sending under my command 500 men, provided 
with two days’ rations, and implements complete for the necessary labor. 
He returned to Helena this evening, and will send down all the pro- 
visions, tents, &c., needed. 

_ LT arrived at the levee across the Pass about noon, and found a much 

‘more favorable state of affairs than I at first anticipated. The stream 
‘looks quite navigable, and I am sure will allow the boats now here to 
‘navigate it without difficulty. I had the men at work cutting the em- 
- bankment by 2 o’clock, and by to-morrow night will have a water-way 
20 yards wide cut. The difference of level between the water outside 
and inside of the levee is 84 feet. 

The steamers Henderson and Hamilton came in the Pass this after- 
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noon, landed against the embankment, and turned about without diffi- 
culty, and went back into the Mississippi. 

The following rough sketch will convey an idea of the state of affairs 
here at present: . 


Levee. 


a. The point atwhioh the Levee ts being aut, 
Secttore o 


is 


: sud sstlly) WZ 
Aly 
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From the above you will perceive that there are two entrances into 
the Pass ; the lower one is the one formerly used, but the upper is the one 
through which our boats passed to-day, and is the best. You will also 
perceive that the levee is a very heavy one, and, therefore, will require 
a good deal of work to cut through; but from the fact that there is 84 
feet difference of level between the water inside and out, once opened, 
the crevasse will enlarge very rapidly. The back country both north 
and south of the pass is partially overflowed by water from crevasses in 
_ the levee. I think boats can go through our cut in three days. The 
‘undertaking promises fine results. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, Chief Topographical Engineer. 


Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, 
A. A. G., Hdgrs. Dept. of the Tenn., near Vicksburg, Miss. 


Yazoo Pass, Miss., February 4, 1863—8 a. m. 


COLONEL: The Pass is open, and a river 75 or 80 yards wide is run- 
ning through it with the greatest velocity. 1 wrote you on the evening 
of the 2d that by the next (yesterday) evening the water would be let 
through. 

About 7 o’clock, after discharging a mine in the mouth of the cut, 
the water rushed. The channel was only about 5 feet at first, thongh 
the embankment was cut through in two places, with an interval of 
about 20 feet between them, the cut through which the water was first 
started being considerably the larger. 

By 11 p. m. the opening was 40 yards wide, and the water pouring 
through like nothing else I ever saw except Niagara Falls. Logs, trees, 
and great masses of earth were torn away with the greatest ease. The 
work is a perfect success. 

The pilots and the captain of the gunboat Forest Rose think it will 
not be safe to undertake to run through the Pass for four or five days, 
on account of the great rapidity and fall of the water. It will take 
several days to fill up the country so much as to slacken the current. 

A prominent rebel living near Helena, General Alcorn, says there will 
be no difficulty whatever in reaching the Yazoo River with boats of 
medium size. 

Captain Brown will go in with the gunboat at the very earliest moment 
the passage becomes practicable. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Tteutenant-Colonel, Assistant Inspector-General, Ge. 


Lieut. Col. JonN A. RAWLINS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. and Chief of Staff, Hdqrs. Dept. of the Tenn. 


HELENA, ARK., February 9, 1863—6 p. m. 
GENERAL: Your note of the 7th instant is just received by the 
steamer Emma. ) 
I have been waiting all day for a boat to return to Vicksburg, in 
order to report in person the condition of affairs in Yazoo Pass; but 
as an expedition has already been arranged, and you gave me permis- 
sion to accompany it, I shall go back to the Pass in the morning. 
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After the levee had been cut, the pilots thought it unsafe to under- 
take an entrance for several days. The gunboat Forest Rose, needing 
repairs, plank, &c., ran up to Memphis, returned, and, on the morning 
of the 7th, we ran down and entered the Pass with great ease. About 
a mile inside of the levee we struck Moon Lake, ran down it about 5 miles, 
to the point where the Pass leaves it, and from that point I proceeded 
to make further examinations. I was somewhat disappointed to find 
the stream neither so large nor straight as itis nearertheriver. I went 
‘in it about 3 miles in an open boat, but found no obstruction of a serious 
nature. However, we found three men who had just come through in a 
dug-out from the Tallahatchee, ostensibly for supplies of salt,&c. They 
said that the people at the mouth of Coldwater had discovered what 
had been done at the levee, and that a force of rebels (some 30 or 40), 
with about 100 negroes, had been engaged for several days in felling 
timber across the stream at intervals between its junction with the Cold- 
water and a point nearly 5 miles from Moon Lake. oy 

The next day (yesterday), after waiting till noon for a small steamer 
that I had expected the day before, I went in again with Captain 
[G..W.] Brown’s cutter and crew, and descended the Pass nearly 6 miles. 
During this trip we took 2 men who had belonged to a company of 
partisan cavalry. They spoke of the rebels having been there in small 
force, engaged in cutting timber, but said they had left the evening 
before. 

I saw, perhaps, at different points, forty trees that had been cut so as 
to fall in the stream, butin no place had it obstructed the channel so as 
to resist or prevent the passage of boats. At three places some drift 
timber had collected against standing trees, so as to contract the water- 
way, but a few hours’ work would open it so as to make the passage 
easy. The timber, or, at least, all that I saw, which had been cut into 
the water, had either sunk out of sight or been drifted against the shore 
so as to hurt nothing. From this fact, and the opinion of boatmen ac- 
customed to small streams, I am inclined to think that, although many 
more trees may have been cut lower down, and at points opposite each 
other, they will not materially interfere with navigation. The stream is 
only about 100 feet wide (but very deep), and, as the timber overhangs 
it in many places, it will be necessary to cut out considerable in order 
to prevent the smoke-stacks of the steamers from being knocked down. 
This will be a more tedious operation than usual, from the fact that, in 
many places, the banks of the stream are under water; but, with all 
these difficulties, no one here entertains a doubt of our being able to 
work through. 

General Gorman sent General Washburn down yesterday with 1,000 
men and sent 500 more this morning. They have begun operations. I 
shall go down myself early in the morning and push matters as rapidly 
as possible. 

Before I left there the ferry-boat Luella, about 100 feet long, had gone 
into the Pass nearly 3 miles, turned about, and returned. 

Information of no very reliable character has reached General Gor- 
man to the effect that the rebels were aware of our movements, and 
ee making arrangements for our reception. Where or how is not 

nown. 

I have been thus minute in my statement so that you could see ex- 
actly how the matter stands. 

I am quite sure that no material advantages in the way of a surprise 
can be obtained, unless our expedition gets through within five or six 
days. I see nothing, however, except the non-arrival of the gunboats 
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to prevent this, unless, indeed, the obstructions in the other end of the 
Pass are more serious than we now think. 

Should the river fall again 8 or 10 feet, there is not the possibility of 
a doubt that Yazoo Pass can be opened to admit a large class of boats, 
and after the Coldwater is reached there are no obstacles of any kind, 
and very little chance of interposing any, until you arrive at Yazoo City ; 
there is a bluff there, and the next high land is at Haynes’ Bluff. 

I shal] accompany the Yazoo expedition unless you direct otherwise. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
First Lieutenant Topographical Engineers, Lieut. Col., &e. 


Maj. Gen. U. 8. Grant, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee. 


P. S.—It is called 12 miles from Moen Lake to the junction of the 
Pass with the Coldwater, and, therefore, there is only 6 or 7 miles yet 
unexplored ; certainly 2 miles of which are no more difficult than what 
I have explored already. I will keep you informed of our progress. 


In Yazoo Pass, 14 MILES FROM THE MISSISSIPPI, 
February 12, 1863—8 p. m. 


COLONEL: In my letter of the 9th to the general, I informed him of 
the fact that, although eminently successful in opening the levee across 
the Pass, as well as fortunate in finding it naturally a stream entirely 
capable of navigation, the rebels had discovered our operations time 
enough to obstruct the channel by felling trees across and into it. 

On the morning of the 10th, I joined General Washburn over a mile 
from Moon Lake, inside the Pass. Since then, with three days’ constant 
work, we have made somewhat more than 5 miles, having passed and 
removed two somewhat considerable obstructions of fallen and drifted 
timber, Just in front of us there is another about a half mile long, in 
which many of the trees reach entirely across the stream. Some of 
them, cottonwoods and sycamores, are 4 feet through at the butt, and 
will weigh 35 tons. To add to the difficulty of removing them, the 
country near the stream is overflowed; nowhere is there more than a 
mere strip of land next the bank, and that only a few inches out of the 
water; but, with all these things against us, there is no doubt of our 
ability to remove the obstructions, and make the Pass navigable for the 
largest boats that pass through the Louisville Canal. Wehave brought 
three steamers with us all the way, two of which, the Mattie Cook and 
Luella, have been turned about, and run to and from Helena. Our 
greatest difficulty so far has been to obtain tackle strong enough to 
resist the strains brought upon it; but by to-morrow noon we expect 
to have new 6-inch cables. With these we shall be able to lift the 
heaviest logs. By sawing in two the larger trees, removing such parts 
as will not sink, and taking out the smaller trees entirely, we can re- 
move all the obstructions in time. The narrowness and rapidity of 
the streams require everything to be taken out that will not float off or 
sink. 

I learned to-day what I previously suspected, that rebel sympathizers 
in Helena, through some means or other, obtained information, and 
communicated to their friends the nature of our operations at the levee 
the day we began. At all events, it is certain that while we were en- 
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gaged in opening the Pass at one end the rebels were closing it at the 
other. 

We are now about 7 miles from Moon Lake, and by the meanderings 
of the stream the same distance from the Coldwater, though the map 
shows both distances scarcely 6 miles. It will take from seven to ten 
days, possibly longer, to reach the end of our work. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Iieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Topographical Engineers. 


Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, 
A. A. G. and Chief of Staff, Hdqrs. Dept. of the Tennessee. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., February 16,-1863. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Headquarters of the Army, Washing- 
ton, for the information of the General-in-Chief. ‘There is a force now 
diligently at work clearing out Yazoo Pass, and four light-draught gun- 
boats (one iron-clad) with the party. I am also sending an additional 
division of infantry, with a few pieces of artillery, without horses, to 
accompany the expedition. If successful, they will clear out the Yazoo 
and all tributaries of all vessels that can do us any injury, saving them 
for the Government, if possible, or as many of them as possible. The 
first attempt will be to ascend the Yalabusha to Grenada and destroy 
the railroad bridges there. The force now at Grenada is not large. 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HELENA, ARK., February 24, 1863. 

Sir: I have to report, for the information of the major-general com- 
manding, that Yazoo Pass is now open for navigation. 

The levee at the entrance was cut on the 3d instant, with compara- 
tively little difficulty, and by the 7th the rush of water through the 
crevasse had so subsided that the U.S. gunboat Forest Rose, Capt. 
George W. Brown, entered as far as the exit of the Pass from Moon 
Lake. About this time it was fully ascertained that the rebels had 
obstructed the stream by felling heavy trees into and across it. 

On the 8th, fresh troops, under the command of General Washburn, 
arrived at Moon Lake, and began the removal of the blockades. By the 
evening of the 21st, the work was accomplished, and at 5 p. m. of the 
22d the steamers Henderson and Mattie Cook, with one regiment of 
troops on board, entered the Coldwater River and descended it 23.miles, 
to Cole’s plantation. On the 23d, they went down from 10 to 12 miles 
farther, through some of the shortest bends, and returned the same day 
to Hunt’s Mill, on the Pass. 

J am confirmed in the opinions expressed in my previous reports con- 
cerning the practicability of this route, during proper stages of water, 
as a line of military operations. In navigating Yazoo Pass some diffi- 
culty will be experienced from limbs of overhanging trees, not removed 
because of the impossibility of cutting them down without letting the 
whole tree fall into the channel. Should the water fall 4 or 5 feet, this 
could be easily obviated by cutting and pulling inland the trees now 
partly in the way. 

The Coldwater is a considerable stream after its junction with the 
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Pass—from 120 to 150 feet in width inside of its banks; is now quite full, 
rising slowly, and is easily navigable for any boat that can work its 
way through the Pass. Like the latter, it might be improved by cutting 
off more of the overhanging trees, though it is not essential in either 
case. It would simply facilitate the navigation. 

In the present condition of affairs, I think boats 180 feet in length, 
and of any proportional beam and draught of water, can be sent from 
the Mississippi to the Tallahatchee by this route in four days, possibly 
in less time, with good management. The period for which this route 
can be used will depend entirely upon the stage of water in the Mis- 
sissippi, the shallowest part being on the bar, over which boats are 
compelled to pass in order to reach the entrance. 

In submitting this report of the work assigned me, it would be unjust 
not to call attention to the difficulties encountered and the arduous labor 
performed by the troops in overcoming them. With the exception of 
the secondary ridges, some distance from the stream, and occasional 
strips of land, from 20 to 50 feet wide, close to it, the entire country was 
overflowed, so that communication was nearly impossible, and the work 
could only be done by small parties, beginning at the upper end and 
working toward the Coldwater. In no case were more than 500 men 
employed, and frequently not half that number. The obstructions were 
found at intervals, all along the Pass, from a point 4 miles from Moon 
Lake to a point near the Coldwater, the principal one being a mile long, 
and composed of the heaviest trees, cut from both sides of the stream, 
so as to lie across and upon each other. Various plans were tried for 
removing them, all attended with the breakage of cables and boat ma- 
chinery, but finally, by cutting, sawing, and pulling out upon the banks 
entire trees, the way was opened. The labor was so severe, and the ex- 
posure so great, that it was found necessary to relieve the troops several 
times by fresh regiments from Helena. 

Brigadier-General Washburn, who was in actual command of the 
forces employed, after leaving Moon Lake will doubtless report concern- 
ing them; but I take the liberty of commending the zeal and intelligence 
of Lieut. George [G.] Murdock, of the Sixteenth Ohio Battery; Captain 
Whipple, of the Thirty-third Iowa, and Colonel Cameron, of the Tkirty- 
fourth Indiana. They rendered valuable assistance (Lieutenant Mur- 
pect from the lake to the Coldwater) in directing and prosecuting the 
work. 

The steamer Henderson, under the efficient command of Capt. A. La- 
mont, rendered invaluable service. Her cordage and light upper work 
were considerably broken; it would, therefore, be no more than justice 
to put her in repair at the public expense. 

Inclosed herewith I hand a sketch* of the Pass and adjacent country. 

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Lieut. Col., U. 8. Army, and Chief Topographical Engineer. 

Lieut. Col. JoHn A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff. 


Dr. CURTISS’ PLANTATION, 
Near Greenwood, Miss., March 13, 1863—9 p. m. 
GENERAL: The land and naval forces constituting the Yazoo expedi- 
tion, after many provoking delays, arrived at this point on the morning 


*See p. 377. 
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of the 11th, and after a reconnaissance of the fort and a slight engage- 
Habe te aes the Chillicothe and one of its heavy guns, the troops were 
anded. 

The Chillicothe, on the afternoon of the 11th, from a position near the 
one indicated on the inclosed sketch,* opened her batteries upon the 
enemy, but in a very short time received a rifle shot in her left port, 
killing and wounding 14 of her crew. 

On the night of the 11th, a cotton-bale battery was erected at the 
point marked, about 700 yards from the large gun, with a view to dis- 
mounting it, if possible. Having no siege guns, a naval 30-pounder 
battery was placed in it. 

On the 12th, the naval forces not being ready to attack, nothing was 
done, but on that night (last) another 30-pounder was added to the bat- 
tery; and this morning, at 10, it and the Chillicothe, Baron De Kalb, 
and the mortar-boat began the attack, but to-night we are not able to 

perceive any advantage gained. 
~ Last night the enemy erected heavy traverses against our Parrott 
battery, so that it could do him no serious damage to-day. 

The rebel position is a strong one by virtue of the difficulties of ap- 
proach, though it is defended by only two guns of any weight, one a 
powerful rifle, 6.4-inch bore. General Tilghman is in command. Gen- 
eral Loring was there, but recently relieved. How many troops he has 
we cannot ascertain. 

The Chillicothe has not stood the work well; that, too, at 1,100 yards. 
What may be the result at close range must depend entirely upon chance. 
I understand Commander Smith intends to go close up to-morrow, though 
I don’t think he or his commanders are very sanguine. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON. 

Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, Commanding Department of the Tennessee. 


MARCH 18, [1863]—11 p. m. 


DEAR RAWLINS: I’ve just written a hasty note to the general; please 
apologize for its meager character. I’ve now been two days and entire 
nights without sleep, and am almost dead. The mail boat goes early 
to-morrow, so I can’t give details; but my next will compensate. 

I’m disgusted with 7, 9, 10, and 11 inch guns; to let one 63-inch rifle 
stop our Navy. Bah! They ought to go up to 200 yards and “ make 
@ spoon or spoil a horn.” They are to attack to-morrow, but may not 
do much. I have no hope of anything great, considering the course 
followed by the naval forces under direction of their able and efficient 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commodore, Captain, Lieutenant-Commander 
Smith. One chance shot will do the work; we may not make it in a 
thousand. No more troops are needed here till Greenwood is taken. I 
think we have troops enough to whip all the rebels in this vicinity if we 
can only get by the fort. One good gunboat can do the work, and no 
doubt; the two here are no great shakes. hx 

We are stopped now certain. Ross has done all in his power to urge 
this thing forward. If what he suggested had been adopted, the iron- 
clads would have been here fifteen days ago and found no battery of 
any importance. So much for speed. 


1 r friend 
Very truly, you ’ J. H. WILSON. 


* Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS YAZOO EXPEDITION, 
Five miles from Greenwood, March 15, 1863—9 p. m. 


My DEAR RAWLINS: We are no nearer Greenwood than when I 
wrote you night before last. We didn’t attack yesterday, because the 
gunboats had not finished their repairs, and put it off to-day out of re- 
spect for the Sabbath; but to-morrow it is arranged to try it again, 
though I am not over-sanguine of success, since I can see a disposition 
on the part of the Navy to keep from a close and desperate engagement. 
I’ve talked with them all and tried to give them backbone, but they are 
not confident. Smith, you doubtless have understood by this time, I 
don’t regard as the equal of Lord Nelson. Walker and Foster, of the 
De Kalb and Chillicothe, are good men, and will cheerfully do what 
they are ordered, but both think of Commodore Smith just asI do. I 
don’t hesitate to say that, although the rebels got ahead of us in ob- 
structing the Pass, and thereby kept us back ten days, and although 
we were furnished with miserable old transports and a new element of 
delay introduced, Commodore Smith is entirely responsible for the de- 
tention at this point and the consequent failure of the expedition, and 
responsible for no other reason than his timid and slow movements. 
When the iron-clads started into the Pass, I urged with all the force I 
could the absolute necessity of sending them, the rams, and two mos- 
quitoes forward with all possible dispatch. Both Foster and Walker 
and General Ross agreed with this plan. Had this been done, they 
could have reached the mouth of the Tallahatchee in four days, I think, 
and even less. ll bet my life I could have brought them to this point 
in three days; but grant that it would have required five days, that 
would have brought them to this place on the 1st of March, two whole 
weeks ago, at which time no heavy guns were here. The rifle did not 
arrive till about ten days ago. This we have from reliable authority. 

I haven’t time to tell you all the details of our operations here; but 
in the gunboat engagements they have suffered pretty heavily from the 
effects of the heavy rifle. At the distance of 1,100 yards the shots from 
this gun have battered and hammered the armored crafts sadly; they 
have not penetrated, but come 0 near that there is no funinit. The 
Chillicothe is an inglorious failure; the wooden backing to her armor is 
of only 9-inch pine, and shivers into pieces every time the plating is 
struck; her bolt-work flies off at a terrible rate. If she is hit half as 
many times to-morrow at close range as she has been at long, she’ll be 
in a sad condition. The De Kalb stands it well as long as she is square 
to the front, though her sides do not fare so well. . Add to all this, these 
gentlemen have ammunition for only two hours’ fighting. 

I have erected.a battery on shore only 700 yards from the vebei fort, 
and have two 30-pounder Parrotts and one 8-inch ship gun in position 
to assist the Navy, but have only an average of 50 or 60 rounds for them. 
In addition to this, it is intended to embark one brigade on the light- 
draught gunboats, and in case the rebel batteries are silenced, they will 
be landed at the fort to assault it and attack the rebel infantry if it 
should stand. 

The latter part of the programme cannot be carried out unless the 
battery is completely disabled, so that we can run down and break up 
the raft that lies just above the fort. 

The old steamship Star of the West is sunk just below the raft, 
across the stream, and they have the John Walsh close to the same 
place, either ready to sink or use as a boarding craft and ram. "We 
have captured several prisoners, but can learn nothing of the rebel force, 
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nothing definite at least. Loring, Tilghman, Colonel Waul of the Texas 
Legion, the Second Texas, Forty-sixth and Twentieth Mississippi are 
all the troops we have heard of. The Second Texas left Vicksburg on 
the 15th of February, went to Jackson, marched thence to Yazoo City, 
and came from there by steamer. They are doubtless fortifying Yazoo 
City strongly. 

If we should succeed to-morrow in capturing their fort, and all de- 
pends upon the determination and distance, we may succeed in captur- 
ing a large number of prisoners. 

The rebel fort called Greenwood and Pemberton is constructed of 
cotton bales covered over with sand and earth, and in itself would be 
very valuable. 

Colonel, I have written you freely upon all that concerns this expedi- 
tion, and wish you to preserve my letters. They are semi-official, and I 
believe in no case will you find a misstatement of facts or an error in 
judgment stated in them. I should have directed them to the general, 
perhaps, but upon deliberation thought I could write with more free- 
dom to you, and subserve the same purpose. : 

There is yet one matter to which I wish to call your attention, and 
that is, notwithstanding your wish that I should have been consulted, 
and the general’s letter to General Prentiss directing the same thing, 
in no case and in no regard was my opinion solicited, either explicitly 
or implicitly, directly or indirectly. With reference to the organiza- 
tion of the expedition, I knew, as I told you, absolutely nothing of it 
until I returned to Moon Lake. Since we have been on the move, Gen- 
eral Ross has consulted me freely upon all matters. 

From all this you will see I am solicitous for my reputation at head- 
quarters. I would not have you or any one else imagine I have stood 
upon punctilio in matters that concern the public welfare; but, to the 
contrary, I have not hesitated to tender my opinion upon a single oc- 
easion where I thought it worthy of attention, even to the naval authori- 
ties. The only case in which I regret my own negligence or want of 
foresight was in not advising General Gorman to send a heavy detach- 
ment down the Pass to Coldwater before we began operations at the 
levee, in order to prevent interference with it. I was thrown off my ~ 
guard by the appearance of the country, giving confirmation to the re- 
port of the people that the whole country was flooded from back water 
and crevasses. Every appearance indicated this to be so. The fact is 
it was so nearly everywhere, and the trees had to be cut by men stand- 
ing in boats. We might have prevented this,and might not. Even if 
we had, the expedition would not have been expedited by it, for as it 
was, it did not get ready to enter until a couple of days after we had 
returned to Helena. The transports were not ready until two or three 
days after. But suppose they had been, and the trees had not been cut, 
the rebels, instead of depending upon the obstructions and difficulties 
of navigation to detain us, would have begun at once to fortify at Green- 
wood. 

As the thing stands now, without two or three good iron-clads are 
sent very soon, together with a siege train of six or eight 8-inch how- 
itzers and 30-pounder rifles, or unless fortune should favor us to-mor- 
row, the game is blocked on us here as well! as below. ; 

Should it turn out this way, Vicksburg becomes subordinate, our 
department secondary, and Rosecrans’ army our hope in the West. 
Won't we, in that event, be required to furnish 50,000 or 60,000 men? 

Before closing this letter, it may not be improper to mention the fact 
that the rebels are making great calculations ‘‘to bag us” entire, As 
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long as we are here that’s out of the question, and only becomes prac- 
ticable when they have rammed our iron-clads, or carried them by 
boarding. It is said that they have a battalion of volunteers from the 
different Mississippi regiments, commanded by Todd, selected for their 
prowess, and to be used as boarders. We can receive such gentlemen 
with bloody hands. 

What has become of Casey and my horse? Remember me to Bow- 
ers and Osband. Say to the latter, if he moves his horses from Mem- 
phis, to please make arrangements concerning my mare. 

I wrote you hastily a few evenings ago, and referred to my brother 
of the Highteenth. I wish I could show you the testimonials and recom- 
mendations he has received, since his court-martial, from Haynie, Sul- 
livan, Brayman, Lawler, and his lieutenant-colonel (who preferred the 
charges against him and bas been at enmity with him), urging his pro- 
motion to the majority of the Highteenth. He has twice received this 
promotion, and twice had it withdrawn in favor of political aspirants. 
He ought to have it now, and if you can do anything for him I wish 
you would. 

Remember me kindly to the general, and say I will write again when 
the result of to-morrow’s attack is known. 

I believe I explained the difficulty of land operations here, arising 
from the high water. Nearly the whole country is under water. There 
is no way of our reaching the fort except by landing against it with 
our boats, after the guns are silent and the raft destroyed. 

Write me about affairs below and the prospect. Your letter of the 
latest date was very interesting. Accept my grateful acknowledg- 
ments of the kind sentiments manifested toward me, and believe me, 
dear Rawlins, very truly, your friend, 

J. H. WILSON. 


HEADQUARTERS YAZOO EXPEDITION, 
Curtiss’ Plantation, 5 miles north of Greenwood, March 16, 1863. 


GENERAL: I wrote to you hurriedly a few days ago, and to Colonel 
Rawlins quite fully last night. 

I am sorry to say we are no nearer the accomplishment of our object 
to-night than we were yesterday. In accordance with the arrangement 
between General Ross and the commodore, we had placed an 8-inch 
shell gun in battery with our Parrott last night, and were ready at 
daylight to make the final effort. General Ross selected the three best 
regiments of his command, and embarked them on three of the light- 
clad gunboats, ready to throw them ashore at the battery, provided the 
heavy guns of the enemy should be silenced and the raft broken, so as 
to permit a landing. 

About noon our battery opened and was vigorously replied to by some 
rifled field pieces from two little batteries, erected on the bank of the 
Yazoo, 300 or 400 yards below the fort last night. Our 8-inch gun was 
well handled, but having only the muzzle of their heavy gun to fire at, 
could not have effected much without great good fortune. Then, too, the 
rebels were supplied with plenty of cotton bales, which they used judi- 
ciously in covering their piece. In a few minutes after the land battery 
opened, the Chillicothe, followed by the De Kalb, moved out with the 
intention of “ going in” upon the well-established principle of gunboat 
warfare, “ close quarters and quick work,” but the former had hardly 
reached her old position, 1,100 yards from the fort, before she was struck 
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with great violence several times, and in fifteen minutes, during which 
her two guns were fired only seven times, she was struck six times with 
Solid 8-inch shot and the rifled 6.4-inch gun, resulting in closing “ her- 
metically” both ports, so that neither could be opened till they were 
lifted off and hammered out. The De Kalb, for the reason that the 
Chillicothe was compelled to retire, was also drawn out. The fire trom 
our land battery was kept up till night, and with so much effect that I 
am convinced the two boats assisting it would have had a better chance 
than at any previous time. I urged that the De Kalb alone should try 
it at close quarters, but it was not done. Our sharpshooters were 
pushed out through the overflow, to a point only 450 yards distant from 
the rebel batteries, and succeeded in annoying their gunners very 
greatly. 

The rebel 8-inch gun was mounted and placed in position last night, 
and a few more days of such policy as we have been compelled to adopt 
by the tardy unreadiness of the naval commander will enable them to 
make Fort Greenwood entirely efficient against any force that can operate 
against it from this quarter. It has already shown considerable power 
in resisting gunboats and battering them. The Chillicothe has been 
under its fire five times, varying from fifteen minutes to an hour anda 
quarter, during which she has been hit fifty-two times, and I don’t hes- 
itate to say is now almost incapable of further active service. In the 
first place, she is a great cheat and swindle upon the Government. Her 
plating is laid against a backing of only 9 inches of pine wood, and 
fastened on by 6-inch spikes shaped thus: [-———— instead of bolts 
with taps and screws. The framing which supports the plating is 
broken short near the middle of the two ports, and has settled down 
so that the grating over the top has to be propped up in order that the 
steering-wheel may be turned. Another 8-inch solid shot between the 
ports will bring the whole turret down. 

If we had the guns and materials, and a good supply of ammunition, 
with another division of troops, we might be able to erect counter bat- 
teries on this and the left bank of the Tallahatchee River sufficiently 
strong to silence the rebel guns everywhere else but at the positions of 
the two pointing up the river, and, by means of raft and boat bridges, 
throw our troops upon the point in rear, or beyond the present line of 
rebel works. But with the troops now here, without siege materials of 
any kind, it is impossible to do anything without the gunboats first 
silencing the large guns. Remember, the enemy is in an isolated posi- 
tion, unapproachable by land, and no way for transports to reach him 
except by the river, directly in front of his heavy guns. We can get 
within about 450 yards of their works, or different parts of them, on 
both banks of the Tallahatchee, and at one place on the left bank can 
approach nearly opposite their camps; but it seems to me, without a 
direct approach to the front, no serious damage can be done them, for 
they can traverse their guns from oblique fire easily, and still command 
the river. However, Iam perfectly certain the place can be taken in 
time, by a proper and prompt array of strength, and all the necessary 
materials for such an operation. I have no confidence in the snap or 
activity of the present naval commander in this quarter, and don’t hes- 
itate to say I regard him entirely responsible for the failure to take this 
place without a fight. His juniors, Captains Foster and Walker, I be- 
lieve will bear me out in this. They both agreed with me in the policy 
to be pursued, and both attribute our failure to its neglect. There is 
no doubt but that, with all the difficulties we encountered, the iron-clads 
could have been here by the 1st instant, There is just as little doubt 
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that we would have found this point unprepared for resistance. Before 
adopting the policy of concentrating a heavy force here, there are one 
or two points to be regarded. 
First, the confluence of the Yalabusha and the Tallahatchee is a 
position of considerable importance, as being the key to a large area of 
rich country, at the head of a river capable of easy navigation for large 
steamers, while to approach it we are compelled to thread several 
streams, with more or less difficulties of navigation to overcome. With- 
out the gunboats could of themselves silence and destroy the rebel bat- 
_teries at once, we should be compelled to adopt the slow and tedious 
process of a siege, under no very favorable circumstances—a siege, 
with the object of silencing and destroying their guns in the first place, 
and, in the second, to cross the river in such force as to expel the rebels 
from the point, and hold it ourselves till the obstacles to navigation 
could be removed. I don’t undertake to say how many days this would 
require, but it is quite clear that as the matter now stands .it would 
require several weeks. <A fall of 10 feet in the Mississippi would prob- 
ably prevent the return of our transports and naval vessels. There 
would then remain the necessity of going out by the Yazoo or of burn- 
ing the boats. A contingency of this kind could be prevented by be- 
ginning the operation with the understanding that it should be aban- 
doned when the river had fallen a certain amount. There is yet one 
other point in the enemy’s favor. He can move guns up the railroad 
to Panola, and float them down to the mouth of Coldwater, and, unless 
that point is vigilantly guarded, can erect a strong battery there. I 
have suggested that a regiment of troops and one ‘‘tin-clad” be left or 
sent to that point as soon as possible. There is also a great chance yet 
for us. If the water rises 4 feet more here, it will flood almost the 
entire country, so much of it, at any rate, that the rebels cannot occupy 
their present position. ‘To induce this rise, 1 have advised General 
Ross to write to General Prentiss, requesting him to put a strong force 
at work destroying the levee near the entrance to the Pass. The gen- 
- eral’s letter will go out by the naval dispatch boat that leaves in the 
morning. If the river is still as high as it was at the last dates we had, 
an opening even a half mile wide near the entrance will let in an im- 
mense volume of water, but whether enough to produce the desired 
effect is the problem to be solved. It’s worth trying, I think. 

We had 1 man wounded in the land battery to-day. A 6-pounder 
rifle shot came in at the embrasure, traversed a cotton bale from end 
to end, and took off his arm. Several of our men have been wounded 
in different skirmishes, and have taken several prisoners. 

You will please remember, general, that I am not responsible for the 
defects in the organization of this expedition, neither directly nor in- 
directly, for although you were good enough to direct General Prentiss 
to answer my suggestions and “requisitions for troops and materials” as 
coming from yourself, I received no notice of this till furnished with 
a copy by Colonel Rawlins, and in no way was I consulted by any one 
in authority. 

I don’t mention this with a desire to convince you that the result 
would have been otherwise had I been consulted, but simply to assure 
you that the land forces would not have been entirely without siege 
materials and guns suitable for any ordinary operations. 

In relation to the activity displayed by the expedition, I wish to 
be clearly understood. Ihave written Colonel Rawlins quite fully from 
time to time concerning the causes of delay. I frequently, from the 
day the expedition left Moon Lake, urged that the rams, iron-clads, and 
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two light-clads, but certainly the rams and iron-clads, should be pushed 
forward with the greatest possible speed, leaving the transports and 
balance of naval vessels to come forward as rapidly as they could. I 
went so far as to obtrude my opinions upon Acting Commodore Smith, 
urging that, for the main objects of the expedition, the troops were an 
incumbrance, and could only assist by occupying important points after 
they had been taken possession of. But notwithstanding General Ross 
insisted on this in more than one interview, it was not assented to. It 
was with the greatest difficulty that we could persuade him to put his 
coal-barges behind and allow the expedition to steam a little faster than 
the stream would float them. 

I believe I have given you quite as full an account of matters here 
as I can in a letter. 

Our offensive operations are suspended till more ammunition can be 
obtained, the gunboats wishing to hold some on hand for defense. 

I don’t know what course General Ross and Commodore Smith will 
now adopt, but it is the intention to wait on the defensive till we can 
determine something better. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, de. 
Major-General GRANT, 
Commanding Army of the Tennessee. 


t 


HEADQUARTERS YAZO0O EXPEDITION, 
U. S. TRANSPORT VOLUNTEER, 
Near Fort Greenwood, Miss., March 18, 1863—10 p. m. 


DEAR RAWLINS: Military and naval operations here are about ter- 
minated for the present. His Excellency Acting Rear- Admiral Commo- 
dore Smith left to-day for a more salubrious climate, very sick, giving 
it as his opinion that the present force of iron-clads could not take the 
two rebel guns in our front. Captain Foster, the next in rank, has as- 
sumed command, and insists on withdrawing his force. General Ross 
assented at first, but has since determined to delay here till General 
Quinby arrives to assume the responsibility of attempting to reduce the 
rebel work or of withdrawing the land forces. 

I am satisfied there is but one right way to take the fort, and that is 
for the gunboats to go right at it and hammer it till they take it. A 
deserter came in this morning, confirming in every particular the justice 
of my view. He says there were no heavy guns mounted here till the 
10th or 12th of this month; that a heavy force is collecting at Yazoo 
City, and that they are building a tremendous raft there, upon which 
they keep constantly employed 1,000 men. They are also building one 
gunboat a mile below the city, 300 feet loug, but for want of material it 
will require twenty-four months to finish. With this exception they 
have neither gunboat nor ram anywhere on these waters. 

General Loring is in command in our front; don’t know his force, but 
heard some one say over 3,000 men, Captains [Isaac N.] Brown and: 
[I'. E.] Shepperd, of the rebel Navy, have charge of the two large guns 
over in the fort, and when we made our attack on Monday they had but 
avery limited supply of ammunition. The rifle 6.4 was, in fact, silenced 
for want of projectiles. The Chillicothe drew ont early, and Smith 
wouldn't let the De Kalb go down to press the matter. The deserter 
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says there is no possibility of a doubt that we should have captured 
the battery had our gunboats continued in action. Night before last 
they received a small supply of rifle shot, and on Sunday night they 
received and mounted the 8-inch gun which threw solid shot at us on 
Monday. 

Wehave thrown away a magnificent chance to injure the enemy, and 
all because of the culpable and inexcusable slowness of the naval com- 
mander in the first place, and his timidity and cautiousness in the 
second. vie 

The matter rests just this way now: If Admiral Porter can send three 
good iron-clads, well supplied with ammunition, say, 400 rounds for each 
gun, and a good man to fight them, they can yet capture the place. If 
he can’t do so, itis childish folly to keep the present force here, thereby 
causing the enemy to strengthen his position and allowing him an op- 
portunity to bag our entire force. Twenty thousand men would be safe 
here, and, supplied with a liberal allowance of siege material, might so 
damage the enemy as to require him to evacuate; but if the land forces 
are required to stop at every point of importance, and reduce it by a 
siege, how long do you think it will require them to reach Yazoo City? 

it’s provoking beyond measure to think that everything we undertake 
must be marred by incompetency and stupidity! Iam intensely dis- 
gusted to-night. 

In case of our withdrawal entirely or partially, I shall avail myself 
of the first opportunity to return to Vicksburg or to headquarters to 
see you and the general. 

It seems to me the principal advantages of this line have already been 
lost, and what remain derive their importance from the fact that the 
gunboats, by being vigorously handled, ought to open us a rapid and 
safe line of communication, at least to Yazoo City. If the gunboats 
can’t do this work, the venture fails, at least so far as concerns its ad- 
vantages. An army in time can go through unassisted, but I would 
not like to be answerable for all the time consumed, nor for the success 
of the army afterward. ; 

J have just finished dismantling our land battery and removing the 
guns to the landing. ‘This was thought best, since we were nearly out 
of ammunition for them, and to save the labor of guarding the battery. 

I can’t begin to give you an idea of my disgust. 

Write me soon, and in the mean time believe me, dear Rawlins, very 
truly, your friend, 

J. H. WILSON. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
; ; Mitliken’s Bend., La., April 9, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report, for the 
information of the Engineer Department: 

On the 29th of January, while at the mouth of the Yazoo River, I re- 
ceived verbal instructions from Major-General Grant to proceed at once 
to Helena, Ark., and organize an expedition for opening and examining 
the Yazoo Pass, Brigadier-General Gorman, commanding District of 
Hastern Arkansas, was directed to furnish all necessary details, boats and 
implements. I was instructed to cut the levee across the mouth of the 
Pass, and descend at least as far as the Coldwater, if practicable; re- 
turn as soon as possible, and report upon the practicability of the route 
as a line of military operations. 

At 2 p.m. on the 2d of February, with 400 men, furnished with 
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shovels, axes, and picks, I began work. The levee was cut in two 
places, the cuts being respectively 15 and 20 feet wide on top, with an 
interval of 50 feet between them, the wider one being directly in the 
axis of the old channel. 

On the evening of the 3d, at 6 o’clock, the excavation was completed, 
and the water let in by the explosion of a small mine planted in the 
mouth of the cut. A mine was exploded under the mass of earth be- 
tween the two cuts, simultaneously shattering and loosening it so that 
the rapid rush of water which ensued soon carried it entirely away, 
uniting the two cuts into one. By 11p.m.,a crevasse 40 yards wide was 
opened, and by morning the old entrance of the Pass was entirely clear 
of the embankment. The level of the water on the exterior side of the 
levee was 10 feet below the top of the embankment; on the inside, 185 
feet below ; difference of level, 84 feet. The water was 15 feet deep in 
the bed of the stream at the foot of the exterior slope. The width of 
the levee on the top was 10 feet; exterior slope, 4 upon 1; interior slope, 
3$ upon 1. from the violence with which the water rushed through 
the crevasse, the steamboat pilots did not consider it safe to run a boat 
into it till the lake and the country in the vicinity were filled up. 

On the 7th of March, with the steamer Henderson, I entered the Pass, 
through Moon Lake, to the exit from the latter.. Before going farther, . 
I was informed by some citizens from Coldwater that the rebels had 
been busily engaged, since about the 2d, in felling trees into and across 
the stream. I subsequently learned that General Pemberton had given 
orders two months before, and. had reiterated them about two weeks 
before I reached Helena, directing the obstruction of Yazoo Pass. A 
party had been organized for this purpose before I began operations, 
and began work immediately after they learned the levee was cut. 

On the 8th, I descended the stream nearly 6 miles in an open boat, 
but, not thinking it prudent to go farther without a larger escort, I did 
not learn the entire extent of the obstacles. I was, however, confirmed 
in the opinion expressed in my report of the 2d, informing General 
Grant of the suitability of the route as a line of operations against the 
country on the left bank of the Yazoo River. 

On the 9th, General Washburn, with three small steamers and two 
regiments of infantry, provided with axes, cables, and implements, ar- 
rived from Helena, and entered the Pass 2 or 3 miles without meeting 
any serious blockades. 

On the 10th, after a careful examination of the obstructions and their 
probable extent, with the steamboats and two regiments of infantry, 
under the command of Brigadier-General Washburn, the work of remov- 
ing the obstructions was begun. 

The first barricade was a mile in length, and the second about 2 miles, 
but not so compactly constructed, though slighter obstructions were 
found all along the Pass from Pennington’s to within a mile of Cold- 
water. They were formed by felling trees into and across the stream. 
The forest being very dense, and the growth luxuriant, the trees were 
of the largest and heaviest kinds, cottonwood, sycamore, oak, elm, and 
pecan prevailing, and all, except cottonwood, having a greater specific 
gravity than water. These, mixed with drift-wood, rendered the bar- 
ricade of no trifling nature, and, under ordinary circumstances, would 
have required great labor to remove. To add to the difficulties of the 
work, the rapid rise of the water trom the crevasse at the entrance over- 
flowed the entire country, except a very narrow strip of land next the 
bank, not to exceed in any place 50 yards wide, and frequently not half 
that. The working parties were kept necessarily on board the boats. 
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There being no way of reaching the lower end of the Pass with troops 
and the necessary provision and implements, the work had to be done 
from the upper end and the “ blockades” removed successively. After 
resorting to the use of windlasses and other machinery for removing 
the fallen trees and drift timber, all attended with the breakage of 
cables, tackle, and boat machinery, besides being entirely too slow, the 
plan of cutting off the limbs, sawing in two the logs, and drawing out 
such parts as would not sink entirely out of the way was adopted. 

In many cases where a footing could be obtained, entire trees, meas- 
uring 90 feet in length and 4 feet through the butt, were drawn out by 
attaching two or three 6-inch cables and hauling upon them with from 
250 to 400 men. In this way, by the 21st instant, the entire Pass was 
cleared, and, with the cutting of an occasional overhanging tree, pre- 
pared for navigation. 

The width of the waterway is from 60 to 80 feet clear, and from 18 
to 30 feet deep at the stage of water indicated. The distance from Moon 
Lake to the Coldwater is about 15 miles. 

The Coldwater from its junction with Yazoo Pass is a considerable 
river, from 100 to 130 feet wide, running through a dense wilderness 
nearly all the way. 

The Tallahatchee is a stream of very similar nature, from 130 to 180 
feet wide, and from 30 miles below the mouth of Coldwater affords fine 
navigation for boats 250 feet long. 

There are not more than fifty plantations between the entrance to 
Yazoo Pass and the mouth of the Tallahatchee, a distance of nearly 200 
mniles. * 

By the time Yazoo Pass.was ready for navigation, General Grant had 
organized-an expedition of about 5,000 men, to co-operate with a naval 
force of two iron-clads, two rams, and six light-draught gunboats. On 
the 24th of February, the iron-clad Chillicothe, 160 feet long and 50 feet 
beam, followed by the Baron De Kalb, 175 feet long and 51 feet beam, 
entered the Pass from Moon Lake. The light-clads, rams, and transports, 
to the number of twenty-two, some of them as much as 220 feet long 
and 55 feet beam, followed, and without any serious accident reached Dr. 
Curtiss’ plantation, a few miles from the junction of the Yalabusha and 
the Tallahatchee Rivers, on the evening of March 10,1863. Itmaynot be 
improper to state that the rams. and iron-clads could have reached the 
same point easily by the 3d March, and with extra activity by the 1st. 

On the morning of the 11th, the Chillicothe moved down in range of 
the battery erected by the rebels in a loop between the Tallahatchee and 
the Yazoo, covering the mouth of the Yalabusha and Greenwood, and 
when within about 1,100 yards of the fort was opened upon by a rifle 
32-pounder and several smaller pieces. One shot took effect near the 
right-hand corner of the square turret, bending and denting the plate 
upon which it took effect, about 4 inches from the plane of its original 
position, and knocking the 9-inch pine backing into fragments. 

On the afternoon of this day, both the Chillicothe and De Kalb moved 
down tothe attack, but, having approached no nearer than 900 or 1,000 
yards, their shots had produced no visible effect, when the Chillicothe 
received a shot in her left bow port and withdrew. 

On the night of the 12th, by direction of General Ross, commanding 
the land forces, I erected a cotton-bale battery at a point indicated on 
the inclosed sketch, putting in it one 30-pounder rifled Parrott obtained 
from the Navy. The materials were moved from Clarke’s plantation 
house at night, and the battery completed between 11 p. m. and 6 a. m,. 
13th. ; 
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ARMAMENT OF FORT GREENWOOD.—(Pemberton.) 


1 6 4-10 inch Rifle (1). 
2 8-inch Columbiad, (1) mounted night of 15th. 


8 20-pdr. Rifle Parrott, (1). 
One battery of field pieces, rifles and smooth-bores, (1 Whitworth 10-pdr.) 


Waul’s Legion, 2d Texas, 46th Miss., 20th Miss., all we could hear of, 
not to exceed 3500 men. 
ARMAMENT OF ATTACKING FORCE, 


' 2 80-pds. Parrotts. 
Land Battery 
ae . 8-inch Ship Howitzer. 


De Kalb, 2 9-inch Guns. 
ae 10 ce ce 


ce 
. 


Chillicothe, 211 <* 

NOTE.—The Cotton-bale Battery was a partly sunken Redan, 35 feet long, 8 feet relief, 
composed of cotton bales, (partly covered with earth,) two tiers high, six tiers deep, 
embrasures one foot splay, revetted with sheet iron, which blew ovt soon. Cotton did not 
burn to any hurtful extent; kept wet by pouring water on. The platforms were 9 by 14, 
one foot below surfuce, four inches higher on the rear line. 
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The Navy having accomplished nothing, on account of long range, 
another 30-pounder Parrott was added on the night of the 13th, and on 
the night of the 15th an 8-inch ship howitzer was put in position. 

These guns were not used with any hope of seriously injuring the 
enemy, since the battery could not be placed so as to enfilade the ene- 
my’s work, nor close enough to give any reasonable ground for hope of 
dismounting his guns by direct fire. , 

From the inclosed sketch * you will perceive that the position of Fort 
Pemberton was unassailable by infantry, and therefore could only be 
taken by a vigorous and determined naval attack. This was not made, 
the closest the gunboats ever went not being less than 800 yards. 

The site of the fort was but very little above water, and therefore it 
occurred to me that by cutting the Mississippi levee, near Austin, 
about 18 miles above Helena, a large volume of water might be induced 
to take the line of the Coldwater and Tallahatchee and flood the coun- 
try near both stfeams. The levee was cut by General Prentiss, but not 
sufficiently to produce the desired effect; had it been destroyed for 2 
miles, at the point indicated, { have little doubt that 2 feet of a rise 
would have reached Greenwood. The enemy could not have withstood 
more than 12 inches. ‘ 

During our presence in the vicinity of Fort Greenwood, the rebels 
mounted one 8-inch colambiad. The armament is given in the sketch. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
First Lieutenant Engineers, Lieutenant-Colonel, Ee. 


Brig. Gen. JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
; Chief Engineer, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss., June 18, 1863. 


GENERAL: The report of Brig. Gen. L. F. Ross, commanding the 
Yazoo expedition, having failed to reach you, [have the honor to make 
the following statement, for your information : 

On the 23d day of February, 1863, the Yazoo Pass was opened for 
navigation. On the 24th, the expedition left Moon Lake, and on the 10th 
day of March arrived at or near Fort Pemberton. The distance trav- 
ersed was about 225 miles. The difficulties of navigation, as described 
in my letters to you, were great, and some of the transports were old 
and unseaworthy, yet all of these things are insufficient to account for all 
of the delay. Such other causes as may have existed should be known, 
and out of justice to both branches of the public service involved in the 
expedition I deem it my duty to state them. 

To the timidity, over-cautiousness, and lack of interest displayed by 
Lieut. Commander Watson Smith, commanding the gunboats, and the 
delays growing out of them, is attributable the failure of the entire expe- 
dition. Lieutenant-Commander Smith was frequently urged by General 
Ross, myself, and Captains Walker and Foster, of the Navy, to move 
with more rapidity, or, at least, allow the iron-clads and rams to proceed 
with all practicable dispatch to the mouth of the Tallahatchee. -I have 
no hesitation in saying that, had these suggestions been followed, the 
entire expedition could have reached Fort Pemberton from three to five 
days sooner than it did, and that the iron-clads, the only ones depended 


* See p. 389. 
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upon in attacking land batteries, could have arrived there by the 2d of 
March at furthest. 
_ It is not necessary at this time to urge the importance of the lost 
days, or what might have been the result had more activity been dis- 
played by Lieutenant-Commander Smith. 

With the highest admiration for the gallantry and intelligence dis- 


' played by Captains [James we Foster and [John G.] Walker, of the 


Chillicothe and De Kalb, and the earnest conviction that they would 
have cheerfully obeyed any order from their superior officer, I'am con- 
strained to state that in the attack upon Fort Pemberton Liecutenant- 
Commander Smith again failed to exhibit the decision and intelligence 
necessary under such circumstances to secure the advantage of a vic- 
tory. After the Chillicothe and De Kalb had silenced the fort, he failed 
to push the latter close enough to it to ascertain the cause of its not 
replying to her fire. I requested General Ross at the time to urge upon 


_ him the importance of this step and the probability of our success, and 


have reason to believe he followed my suggestion. At all events, it 
was ascertained a few days afterward, from reliable sources, that had 
the De Kalb been advanced she would have met with no further resist- 
ance, because the rebel ammunition was exhausted. ‘The truth of this 
is now beyond peradventure. 

It, was simply impossible for General Ross to assault the works at 
this or any other time, with or without re-enforcements. 

Hoping that this matter may be investigated, and the responsibility 
fixed where it belongs, I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant 

J. H. WILSON, 
Lieut. Col., Acting Inspector-General, First Lieutenant Engrs. 


Maj. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Commanding Army of the Tennessee. 


No. 2. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss, U. 8. Army, commanding 
District of Hastern Arkansas. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., March 17, 1863. 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to inclose with this, for the information 
of the general commanding department, a copy of a dispatch this day 
received by me from Brigadier-General Ross,* on the Yazoo, giving an 
account of his meeting with the enemy at Greenwood; also a copy of a 
plan of the enemy’s works at that point, which accompanied the dis- 
patch. These dispatches came by the small steamer Carl, which left 


Greenwood at 9 a. m. on Saturday last, up to which time the firing had 


not been recommenced. 
The Carl arrived here this p. m., having consumed a little over three 
days in the trip. : ; : 
To-morrow morning I send the Hamilton Belle, a small boat, with 
50,000 rations to General Ross. 
Linclose also copy of a letter received from General Hovey,+ whom 


*See Report No. 3, of March 13, p. 386. t Not found. 
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I have sent on a flying trip to secure small boats. Henotes some of the 
difficulties in the way ‘ot obtaining boats suitable to go into the Pass. 
Tam, sir, very respectfully, yoar obedient servant, 
Es PREN TISS, 
Brigadier- General, ‘Commanding District. 


Lieut. Col. JoHN. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of the Tennessee. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRIcT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., March 19, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that my latest advices: from 
General Ross are of the date of the 15th instant, when he was still con- 
fronting the rebel fort, Greenwood. He was still at work cannonading 
the enemy, but had made little or no impression on them, although he 
had added an 8-inch howitzer to his land battery. General Ross re- 
ported the fort as being much stronger than was anticipated, and 
required more work for its reduction. 

We intended on Monday to resume firing, but could not sustain an 
action for over two hours, owing to scarcity of ammunition, for which 
he sent to me. Colonel Wilson also sent a requisition for four 8-inch 
siege howitzers and four 30-pounder Parrotts. I to-day sent to Gen- 
eral Ross a supply of ammunition, all I had here. Last night I dis- 
patched a boat to Memphis to procure the guns called for, and ammu- 
nition for the same. I expect they will arrive to-night, so that they 

can be sent to General Ross to-morrow. Iam sparing no pains to keep 
up communication with General Ross, keep him supplied with rations, 
&c., and do allin my power to help him till General Quinby assumes. 
command of the expedition. I do not doubt my ability to keep up 
communications with both generals, but am sadly in want of transports 
at present. Fort Greenwood General Ross represents as inaccessible to 
infantry, so that he must depend upon artillery for its reduction. I 
look for further advices from there very soon. 

Iam, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 
BM, PRENTISS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee. 


P. S—20th, 8a. m.—Two regiments from General Carr’s command 
at Saint Genevieve are just in. I shall change them from small to large 
boats, and send them immediately forward, retaining the small boats. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., March 20, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of a com- 
munication just received, 6.30 p. m., from General Ross,* and a com- 
munication from Colonel Wilson to General Ross.t 


* See Ross to Prentiss, with inclosure, March 17, p. 396, 
+See inclosure, p. 396. 


Cnar. XXXVI. THE YAZOO PASS EXPEDITION, ETC. 393 


_I have made the copies in haste, to detain the gunboat as brief a 
time as possible. : 
I am, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 
B. M. PRENTISS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 
; a 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee. 


P. S.—I shall follow the suggestions of General Ross, and cut the 
levee and let the water in; it will do us no harm, and ean do the enemy 
no good. 


No. 3. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Leonard F. Ross, U. S. Army, commanding Thir- 
teenth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, of operations March 2—April 8. 


Hpgrs. THIRTEENTH Div., THIRTEENTH ARMY CoRPS, 
On transports in Coldwater River, March 2, 1863. 

GENERAL: My entire fleet was in the Coldwater at 11 o’clock this 
a.m., though some of my boats arein a damaged condition. The Diana 
and Emma are very much damaged, but I hope to get through with 
them. If I find it impossible to take them through, will send them 
back from the mouth of this river or leave them there. A cavalry force 
sent out from Alcorn’s (only 20 miles from the mouth of Coldwater) 
- would be able to communicate with them, if left behind. 

I would advise that the cavalry stationed on the Pass make a tour in 
that direction in the course of a couple of days. Commodore Smith 
informs me that he will send the Key West back to Helena, or that he 
will direct her captain, with 100 troops on board, to report tome. He 
has that many more troops than he wants, and I have no use for them, 
or rather no place to put them, and will send them back with the boat. 

A large force of rebels is reported on the Tallahatchee awaiting our 
advance. I do not credit the report, but if they are there we shall prob- 
ably find them in the course of a couple of days, when we shall do just 
the best we can. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
L. F. ROSS; 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. B. M. PRENTISS. 


P. S.—If you desire to keep up communication with us, why not rig 
up the Carl with a couple of light howitzers and from 50 to 75 infantry- 
men? It would, in my opinion, be sufficient until we get in the Yazoo. 


ON THE TALLAHATCHEE, 
Fifteen miles below mouth of Coldwater, March 7, 1863. 
GENERAL: We got into the Tallahatchee last night, and have made 
but 10 miles to-day, in consequence of the delay for coaling the gun- 
boats. We leave arranged to leave the coal-barges in charge of the gun- 
boat (Marmora) and the Twenty-ninth Iowa Infantry, and with the bal- 
ance of our forces to push on to Greenwood. We expect to arrive at 
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the mouth of the Yalabusha on Monday evening, go forward to Green- 
wood in the morning (10th), and by 12 m. to have possession of it. Here 
we shall await our coal-barges, and in the mean time possibly make a 
move toward Grenada. Greenwood is represented as being fortified, 
and we have been very kindly informed that there were from 20,000 to 
30,000 troops awaiting our arrival. 

In regard to rations, I have enough only to supply me to the 13th. I 
ordered 30,000 more rations forward; if received, will have enough to 
last to the 22d. I learn that many of the gunboats are about out, and 
are expecting to get from me; in fact, I have already issued to some of 
them. If I remain to do the work that seems to be before me, I shall 
’ want more rations, say 50,000 more. They can be safely sent forward; 
if they do not find me at Greenwood, there will be a gunboat there or 
at the mouth of the Yalabusha, to receive them. I shall also have one 
regiment of infantry with the gunboat, to guard our provisions, coal, &e. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . ~ 
LEONARD F. ROSS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


Brig. Gen. B. M. PRENTISS. 


Fipares. THIRTEENTH Div., THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
On the Tallahatchee, 20 miles below the Coldwater, 
March 8, 1863—8.30 a. m. 


GENERAL: We have again made a late start this morning, being de- 
layed for the gunboats to complete coaling. The work should have | 
been done by 2 o’clock this morning, and we on our way by 5.30, but it 
was 7.30 this morning before we started, and then had to leave one 
of the gunboats to finish her coaling. Iam a little, yes, considerably, 
mensled with these necessary delays. I hope it will be better in the 

uture. 

Many complaints having been made of the unserviceable condition of 
some of our boats, I had Lieut. Col. J. H. Wilson make examination of 
them, and inclose you a memorandum made by him in regard to them. 
I don’t believe the boats mentioned will be able to get back through the 
Pass; they certainly will not be without repairs. Iwill try to get them 
to the mouth of the Yalabusha and leave them until the mouth of the 
Yazoo is opened, when they can be floated through. I am very much in 
want of two or three good boats about the size of the Volunteer, and a 
couple of boats about the size of the Winona or Carl, to be used as dis- 
patch boats and-for foraging. I hope they will be sent through at once. 
I send up this morning the Luella. She is in bad condition, and should 
be repaired at once. I send up one company of Twenty-eighth Wiscon- 
sin as a guard for the Luella, and I wish them returned on first boat 
coming down. We shall probably move from 40 to 50 miles to-day. 

lam, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 
L. F. ROSS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. B. M. PRENTISss, 
Commanding District Eastern Arkansas, Helena. 


{Inclosure.] 
[Marcon 8, 1863.] 
Key West No. 2 completely broken down and unable to proceed. Di- 
ana, John Bell, Luella, and Bayard (very) unseaworthy, and incapable 
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of making the trip without great risk of their loss. Saint Louis not in 
good condition. Some of the others, such as the Lavinia Logan and © 
Old Lebanon, might fail at any moment under a stress of work. Emma 
broken down and exchanged for Key West No. 2. 

J. H. WILSON. 


In FrReNT OF GREENWOOD, Miss., March 13, 1863. 

GENERAL: My fleet of transports are now lying in the Tallahatchee, 
about 5 miles from Greenwood on a direct line, and about 12 bythe 
Tallahatchee and Yazoo Rivers. 

We arrived here on the morning of the 11th instant, and have been 
prevented from advancing any farther by a strong fortification, extend- 
ing from the Tallahatchee to the Yazoo River, across a neck of land 
some 24 miles below. 

On the morning of the 11th, I went on board of the gunboat Chilli- 
cothe, in company with Commander Smith and Lieutenant-Colonel Wil- 
son, for the purpose of making a reconnaissance, in which we exchanged 
several shots, two 64-pounder shot of the enemy striking the Chilli- 
cothe, but doing her no damage. ; 

I sent Colonel Slack, of the Forty-seventh, and Colonel Bringhurst, 
of the Forty-sixth Indiana Volunteers, out on a reconnaissance by land. 
We soon met the outposts of the enemy, when a brisk skirmish followed, 
in which 2 of our men were wounded. The loss of the enemy not known. 
We drove them back into their fortifications, which: you will observe, 
by iselosed plats, are very difficult of access, being entirely surrounded 
by water. 

In the afternoon the Chillicothe again made an advance on the works 
of the enemy, and after remaining in action about thirty minutes, re- 
ceived a shot in one of her port-holes, which killed 4 and wounded 12 
of her crew. 

On the 12th, we were engaged in repairing the damage to the Chilli- 
cothe and making preparations for the erection of a land battery. 

This morning we had in position on land two 30-pounder Parrott guns 
and one 12-pounder howitzer, with which we opened on the enemy at 
lla.m. At 11.20 the gunboats Chillicothe and De Kalb and the mor- 
tar-boat also opened fire. All were hotly engaged until about 1 p. m., 
when the Chillicothe withdrew for the purpose of filling shell and cut- 
ting fuses. 

Up to that time she had been struck about twenty times without in- 
flicting any serious damage. Ficing was continued by the others until 
sundown with but little effect. There has been an immense amount of 
fighting done during the day, and but 3 or 4 slightly wounded on our 
side. We have no means of knowing the extent of the enemy’s dam- 
age. If no greater than our own, I may truly say nobody is hurt by 
to-day’s operations. t 

We go at them again in the morning, and shall continue fighting at 
them until we get possession. When the work is completed, will for- 
ward detailed report. I inclose, for information, plat of fortifications 
and surrounding country * by Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. F. ROSS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


Brig. Gen. B. M. Prentiss, Comdg. Dist. of Hastern Arkansas. 


* See p. 389. 
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In Front oF Fort GREENWOOD, MIss., 
March 17, 1868. 


GENERAL: Having added to our land battery one 68-pounder colum- 
biad, we opened on the enemy again at 12.30 o’clock yesterday. The 
gunboat Chillicothe engaged them ten minutes later. Our fire was 
responded to by the enemy with spirit. They had added some heavy 
guns, and erected two new batteries during the night. In view of the 
shortness of our ammunition, I had arranged for a short and brisk fight 
at close quarters, and, if successful in silencing their batteries, to make 
a descent upon the fort with infantry, loaded on the light-draught gun- 
boats, and storm it. The arrangements being all made, and the infantry 
placed on the boats, we opened the fight. The Chillicothe had not been 
engaged fifteen minutes until she was struck six times, and both of her 
port-holes closed, by being so battered that the doors to her ports could 
not beopened. She had to withdraw, and the De Kalb, being unwilling 
to engage alone, also retired. ve 

Our land battery continued until sundown; but as soon as the gun- 
boats withdrew, the enemy covered his heavy guns with cotton, and 
replied to us with light field pieces. Only 1 man had his arm shot off 
at our land battery, and 1 wounded on the Chillicothe. In order to 
take this fort, we must have ordnance of heavy caliber and plenty of 
ammunition. Better gunboats must be sent us, if it is expected to ac- 
complish anything with them. I don’t believe our two iron-clads can 
stand the terrific fire of the guns now on the fort for one hour without 
total destruction. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. L. F. ROSS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
General B. M. PRENTISS, 
Commanding District of Hastern Arkansas. 


P.8.—I herewith inclose a communication from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wilson, in regard to the enlargement of the opening in the levee. I 
approve of the suggestions. Let all the water in you can. That, with 
a good strong stream of fire, will rout them, I think. 


[Inclosnre. ] 


HEADQUARTERS YAZOO EXPEDITION, | 
U. S. Transport Volunteer, March 16, 1863. 


Str: As the position occupied by the rebel fortifications below here 
is very little above the present level of the water, it has occurred to me 
that a further rise of 4 feet would possibly compel the abandonment of 
the place. This increased rise might be induced by cutting the levee, 
so as to make a crevasse a mile or so long at the entrance of Yazoo 
Pass. In addition to opening the present crevasse, another a mile or 
two lower down, at the point where the levee strikes the old lake, could 
be easily made, and would furnish a very large volume of water. 

Small mines of powder, say 50 to 100 pounds, established at intervals 
along the levee, and exploded by slow match, would afford an expedi- 
tious method of doing the work. Post augers, with a 12 or 15 inch bit, 
and handles long enough to bore 10 feet, would be the most expeditious 
instrument for sinking the shafts. These augers could be made by any 
good mechanic ina short time. The experiment, I think, is worth trying. 

J am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Lieut. Col. A. I. G.. and Chief Topl. Engrs., Army of Tenn. 
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TALLAHATCHEE RIveR, March 21, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the infantry forces engaged in the Yazoo expedition while 
it continued under my command: 

Tembarked my command on steamers Volunteer, Lebanon No. 2 
Cheeseman, Diana, L. Logan, Saint Louis, Mariner, Moderator, Ida May, 
Hmma, Citizen, and John Bell, and made every preparation required “ to 
be used with the Yazoo expedition,” proceeded at once to Yazoo Pass, 
and joined fleet of gunboats, lying at Moon Lake. I entered the Pass 
on the 25th of February ; was detained by high winds and the difficulty 
in moving coal-barges, but succeeded in entering the Coldwater on the 
evening of March 1, having been five days in going the distance of 16 
miles. 

The steamer Emma, being reported totally disabled, was ordered back’ 
to Helena, and the Key West taken in her stead. We arrived in the 
Tallahatchee on the evening of the 6th of March. Here we determined 
on leaving the coal-barges behind, and pushing forward with all possi- 
ble dispatch. As we moved forward through a well-cultivated country, 
cotton fires were seen on all sides. 

On the evening of the 10th, we came upon the wreck of the steamer 
Parallel and barge, loaded with cotton, and in flames. The enemy being 
unable to get them away, had set them on fire. The boats were reported 
to contain over 3,000 bales, and I think we saw over that number on 
tire at the different plantations passed by us. 

On the morning of the 11th, arrived in front of Fort Greenwood, a 
strong fortification, about 3 miles from the village of Greenwood. A 
full description of the fort, of the reconnaissance on board the Chillicothe 
and by land with the Forty-sixth and Forty-seventh Indiana Volunteers 
on the 11th, also the engagement of the same day, have been heretofore 
forwarded, under date of the 13th. 

On the 12th, a reconnaissance was made by a small party under Cap- 
tain Ryan. The Chillicothe was making some repairs, and two 30- 
pounder Parrott guns and one 68-pounder howitzer were placed in bat- 
tery. 

On the 13th, the gunboats Chillicothe, Captain Foster, and De Kalb, 
Captain Walker, the mortar-boat, and our land battery opened and kept 
up a constant fire for about an hour and a half, when the gunboats 
withdrew, the land battery and mortar continuing until sunset. Two 
killed and 4 wounded during the day. : 

On the 14th, our land battery fired a few rounds; the gunboats were 
not yet ready to renew the attack. The Thirty-third Missouri, Colonel 
Pile, and Forty-seventh Indiana, Colonel Slack, were engaged in making 
important reconnaissances on both sides of the river. Two prisoners 
were taken by the Thirty-third Missouri. 

On the 16th, it was arranged to make another effort to take the fort. 
The gunboats were to engage at close quarters, and the land battery to 
open at the same time, and, if successful in silencing the batteries of the 
enemy, the infantry were to move down in light-draught gunboats and 
assault the fort. The gunboat Chillicothe was disabled within fifteen 
minutes after she became engaged, and withdrew; the De Kalb followed, 
and the movement was a failure. The Chillicothe was so severely 
damaged, and the supply of ammunition was so short, that it was con- 
sidered unsafe-to renew the attack. 

We remained in front of the fort until the morning of the 20th, oceu- 
pying the time constantly reconnoitering the country thoroughly by 
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strong parties, accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson and the 
officers of my staff, but every attempt to find any feasible point of at- 
tack for infantry failed. The rebels’ works were so surrounded by 
swamps, bayous, and overflowed country as to be inaccessible for land 
forces. The iron-clads were nearly out of ammunition, and the Chilli- 
cothe so damaged as to be disabled. We had heard nothing from re- 
enforcements that were expected; our dispatch boats had been so long 
delayed as to excite our apprehensions for their safety, and we had . 
information of rebel movements to establish a blockade at the mouth of 
Coldwater by sending infantry and artillery by railroad to Panola, and 
thence down the Tallahatchee. Under these circumstances, being 
wholly destitute of siege artillery, or any means of effecting the reduc- 
tion of the fort, it was thought advisable to fall back. 

At 12 m. of the 21st, we met General Quinby, with a portion of his 
division, moving toward the Yazoo River. Under his orders we are to 
return to the attack. During the expedition my officers and men have 
behaved nobly; they are entitled to my thanks. To the active industry 
of General Fisk, and for the cool counsel of General Salomon, Colonels 
Slack, Bringhurst, and Pile, I feel greatly indebted. Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Wilson, of General Grant’s staff, who accompanied the expedition 
as chief engineer, made himself useful generally. He made reconnais- 
sances, built batteries, and occasionally worked them, and was ready 
at all times, day and night, to aid in pushing forward the work. 

Lieutenant-Colonel [John A.] McLaughlin, my picket and grand guard 
officer ; Major [James L.] Dicken, medical director; Captain [Milton S.] 
Kimball, assistant adjutant-general; Captain [Henry T.] Noble, quar- 
termaster, and Captain [Abraham H.] Ryan and Lieutenant [James K.] 
Catlin, aides-de-camp, were always at their posts and engaged in the 
faithful discharge of their various duties, and I should not fail to state 
that Colonel Lewis, of the Twenty-eighth Wisconsin, arranged to lead 
the assault on the fort in case the heavy guns had been silenced. We 
did not take the fort, but I feel that all was done that could be done 
with the means at our disposal. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. F. ROSS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


General B. M. PRENTISS. 


HELENA, ARK., April 18, 1863. 

COLONEL: In compliance with the request of the major-general com- 
manding the department, I have the honor to submit the following sug- 
gestions in regard to the causes of the failure of the Yazoo expedition 
to accomplish the object originally contemplated : 

The forces under my command consisted of nine regiments of infantry 
and one light field battery. We embarked upon thirteen transports at 
Helena, Ark., February 24, and moved into the Pass in the rear of the 
fleet of gunboats. Our transports, though perhaps the best that could 
be procured, were very poor, and frequently delayed us by breakage 
and derangement of machinery. 

The gunboats had three barges loaded with coal, which they towed 
or floated with them. ‘These were very difficult to manage, the channel 
was so extremely narrow and tortuous, often impeding our movements 
very greatly. It was impossible, from the character of the stream, to 
move except by daylight. With the utmost expedition that could be 
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used, it was not until the ‘evening of March 1 that the light-draught 
gunboats and transports entered the Coldwater. By this time a num- 
ber of our transports were more or less crippled, and it seemed to me 
quite evident that it was of the utmost importance that a part of the 
expedition should advance more rapidly than the coal-barges and the 
partially disabled transports could be moved. 

We were entering the enemy’s country through a route with which he 
was familiar, and he was advised daily by a line of couriers connecting 
with his telegraph lines of our progress. The point at which we were 
aiming—the confluence of the Yalabusha and Tallahatchee Rivers—if 
gained, opened to us the Yazoo Valley, the richest in the southwest, 
containing immense supplies of all descriptions. 

The enemy was, by means of the Yazoo River, in easy communica- 
tion with this point, and could speedily concentrate any desired force 
to oppose our progress. Reports began to reach us of the enemy’s 
determination to make a stand at Greenwood, but if even a single gun- 
boat could reach the point before the rebels had erected fortifications, 
and mounted heavy guns, they could very easily be prevented from 
effecting a lodgment. 

The wide strips of overflowed country on each side between the river 
and the hills rendered the movement of boats comparatively safe, as 
there were very few points above Greenwood that could be reached by 
infantry and artillery, and if the enemy came in force he must come 
by the river. 

The iron-clads, not being subject to the impediments that constantly 
retarded the light-draughts and transports, moved down the stream 
with great facility, and, if allowed to proceed without waiting for thé 
rest of the fleet, could have reached Greenwood probably in two days 
after leaving the Pass. Besides the delay necessarily attending this ‘ 
movement, there were many that I deemed quite unnecessary. Instead 
of moving in the morning at early dawn, as could and should have 
been done, it was frequently delayed until 7 or 7.30 o’clock. Onseveral 
occasions the gunboat immediately in my advance stopped and lay to 
an hour for dinner; and when in motion it seemed that they moved 
very slowly, as I had no difficulty in keeping up with my transports. In 
consulting with Lieut. Commander Watson Smith, I urged the neces- 
sity of greater rapidity of movement; advised leaving the coal-barges 
in the rear, with sufficient guard to protect them, and, with the iron- 
clads and such light transports and light gunboats as could keep up 
with them, to push forward with the utmost expedition, and gain the 
mouth of the Tallahatchee, and hold it until the rest of the fleet could 
join them. I was ably seconded by Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson. Lieu- 
tenant-Commanders Foster and Walker, commanding the iron-clads, 
also concurred in these views, and were very desirous to be permitted 
to push forward. 

They entered the Coldwater on the morning of February 27, and, had 
they moved directly on, would have reached the point now known as 
Fort Pemberton before a single gun was mounted, thus giving us easy 
control of the Yalabusha and the Yazoo as far as Yazoo City; but the 
plan was rejected, and it was not until the 11th of March that we 
reached the mouth of the Tallahatchee. ; 

By this time the rebels had concentrated there about 6,000 men, and 
had formidable works completed. Possibly, we still might have suc- 
ceeded, had not the Chillicothe, through fault of construction, proved 
unable to sustain the fire of the enemy’s heavy guns. Infantry being 
precluded, by the situation of the fort and extent of the overflow, from 
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effecting anything by direct attack, we were compelled to rely on the 
gunboats to silence the enemy’s battery. Had this been done, our, in- 
fantry forces could have soon cleared the river of obstructions, and a 
single gunboat once past the fort would have secured us not only the 
position but the entire garrison; but, failing in this, nothing could be 
effected. 

I have deemed it unnecessary to encumber this communication witb. 
details. Having made full reports, with plats accompanying, from time 
to time during the progress of the expedition, it is but just to say that, 
while I am satisfied Lieutenant-Commander Smith might, by more en- 
ergy and rapidity of movement, have made the expedition successful, 
the error was one of the judgment only; that he was, although in very 
feeble health, after arriving in front of the fort, indefatigable in his 
labors, and exhibited during the engagement the utmost coolness and 
gallantry. 

I have not alluded to the period during which Brigadier-General 
Quinby commanded the expedition, for, in my opinion, its fate was de- 
cided, and a withdrawal inevitable, as soon as it appeared that the gun- 
boat could not silence the enemy’s work. 

The officers and soldiers of my command performed the many ardu- 
ous duties required of them with a vigilance and alacrity deserving of 
the highest praise, and, although we were scouting and reconnoitering 
constantly, and made repeated captures of rebel soldiers singly and in 
squads, I did not have a man captured by them during the entire expe- 
dition. 

Upon a full retrospect, with my present knowledge of the facts, I can 
discover nothing that the infantry force could have done, with the 
means at hand, more than they did to insure success. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. F. ROSS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Col. Joon A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 4. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Frederick Salomon, U. 8. Army, commanding 
First Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS FirsT BRIGADE, THIRTEENTH DiIvIsIon, 
[Helena,| April 10, 1863. 

GENERAL: My brigade having formed a part of the Yazoo Pass ex- 
pedition, under your command, I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report of the same: 

In comphance with former instructions, my command, numbering in 
aggregate 1,803 effective men, was embarked on six transports, with 
fifteen days’ rations and tents for shelter, on the 24th of February, The 
inclosed tabular statement, marked A,* gives the different regiments 
with the expedition, and their respective strength. 

On the 11th day of March, the forces arrived 2 miles north of rebel 
Fort Pemberton, after a tedious and perilous passage through the Yazoo 
Cut, Moon Lake, Yazoo Pass, Coldwater, and Tallahatchee Rivers, my 


*Not found, 
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command having the advance, under your personal direction. The Forty- 
sixth Indiana was disembarked first for a reconnaissance to the front, 
_and drove in the enemy’s pickets. The command was then encamped 
at that place. Has done during all the time of our stay picket duty in the 

front; furnished heavy fatigue details for the construction of batteries; 
has made reconnaissance to MeNutt, toward the Yalabusha and Yazoo 
Rivers. The command was in the beginning suffering for medical stores 
and medicines, but was soon fully supplied. Officers and men have 
cheerfully performed the heavy duties required by the situation. The 
position was finally evacuated on the 5th day of April, and the com- 
mand arrived at Helena on the 8th. The inclosed tabular statement * 
gives the loss of the command. Considering that parts of the command 
ae been under the fire of the enemy all the time, the loss is extremely 
ight. 

Teannot close this report without mentioning the good effect obtained 
by the strict discipline enforced under your command. 

F. SALOMON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
General L. F. Ross. 


No. 5. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Cadwallader C. Washburn, U. S. Army, of pre 
liminary operations. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., February 18, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, ‘ 
Commanding Army of the Tennessee: 

GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to hand to you two autograph 
letters from Brigadier-General Washburn, in command of the enter- 
prise at the Yazoo Pass, which I think will be the best report I can 
. make to you of the progress of that enterprise. I have no doubt that 
the plan upon which we are there working will be successful, and will 
prove of great advantage to us. I will issue such a dispatch as is sug- 
" gested by General Washburn in Inclosure No. 2. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; B. M. PRENTISS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS YAZOO PASS EXPEDITION, 
February 16, 1863. 


4QGENERAL: I shall senda steamer upin the morning with 3 wounded 
men who were shot to-day by rebel cavalry. They are still hanging 
around, watching our movements and embarrassing us alittle. Ireport , 
good progress to-day. Have taken out a good many very large trees, 
and I believe that in four days I can reach the Coldwater, and if the 
water does not fall any more I will have a channel cut that will take 
through a boat 200 feet long and 50 feet wide. I am satisfied that they 
cannot establish any timber blockade that I cannot remove. My recon- 


* Not found, 
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naissance to the Coldwater leads me to think that they cannot blockade 
that to any great extent with timber. I think we ought to have two 
powerful rams and one iron-clad ready to send through as soon as the 
blockade is cleared out. It would be hazardous to send a large fleet of 
light transports down the Yazoo until we know what kind of rams and 
gunboats the rebels have there. If the water does not fall any more, I 
am satisfied that we can take as large an army down here as we can 
find transports for. Unless I meet with unforeseen obstacles, I believe 
Ican get a boat through to the Tallahatchee within one week, and I 
would urge that as soon as we have this Pass clear, a small gunboat be 
sent through and down as far as the mouth of Coldwater, as it will be 
difficult for me to say that the Coldwater is clear, from a land recon- 
naissance, as there are many places that a land force cannot get to it. 
I wish very much that you would come down here, as I am anxious to 
have your opinion. The rebel cavalry that is hovering around I am 
anxious to run out of the country or capture, and to that end I wish you 
would send me to-morrow 200 more cavalry. Send them to Moon Lake, 
and land them half a mile east of Dr. Dowd’s plantation, on the north 
side of the Jake, with instructions to proceed to Hunt’s Mill, on the 
Yazoo Pass, where I hope to be by the time they can get there. Have 
them take two days’ rations of all but meat, with their blankets and a 
plenty of ammunition. 

The men [have here I wish to retain until this job is done, and I have 
promised them that a paymaster shall remain at Helena until they can 
get back, and I request that you will see that it is so. 

Iam, general, your obedient servant, 
C. C. WASHBURN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. B. M. PRENTISS, 

Commanding District of Hastern Arkansas, Helena. 


P. S.—In sending me cavalry, I wish you would see that an officer of 
a rank not less than a major is sent. I should like to have either Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Wood, First Indiana Cavalry, or Major Walker, Fifth 


Kansas. If you can hasten this matter so that this cavalry shall reach 


Hunt’s Mills to-morrow night, I shall be glad. 
[Inclosure No. 2.]} 


YAZoo PAss, February 16, 1863. 

GENERAL: Since writing you a few moments since, it has occurred 
to me that we might throw the enemy off his guard. I wish you would 
contrive to have it telegraphed to the Associated Press about as follows, 
Viz: 

‘The attempt to open the Yazoo Pass is likely to prove an entire 
failure. After expending great labor to remove the obstructions placed 
in it by the rebels, it is found impossible to open it except for the very 
smallest kind of boats. Besides, the rapid fall of water, it is reported, 
has caught a number of boats in the Pass, which, unless strongly 
guarded, are liable to be destroyed.” 

Such a dispatch would find its way to Vicksburg in two days after 
it was published in the Eastern papers. 

Truly, yours, 
Cc. C. WASHBURN, 
aes Brigadier. General. 

Brigadier-General PRENTISS. 


‘ 
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No. 6. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. S. Army, commanding 
Seventeenth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Lake Providence, La., March 13, 1863. 


GENERAL: Inclosed please find copies of dispatches just received 
from Generals Quinby* and Ross,} which will give you an idea of the 
difficulties they have to contend with. The whole country on the east 
side of the Mississippi in the vicinity of Yazoo Pass and in Moon Lake 
is overflowed, and General Quinby was obliged to disembark his troops 
on the western bank of the Mississippi, not far from the Pass, on the 
only dry ground he could find. As General Quinby was obliged to 
discharge some boats for repairs, only six have returned, and I cannot 
learn that any more are coming down. These will carry about two- 
thirds of Logan’s division. Unless I can obtain more boats, it will take 
over two weeks to get the command here to the entrance to Moon Lake. 
I am extremely anxious to get into the Yazoo as soon as possible with 
re-enforcements, for I am apprehensive that Quinby will meet with a 
stronger force than he can attend to. 

General Logan’s division will commence embarking to-morrow, and 
will probably be off the day after, or at least as much of it as the boats 
can carry. 

Colonel Lagow has, I presume, given you all the points in relation to 
cotton, contrabands, cutting the levee, &c. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. B. McPHERSON, 
Major-General. 


Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee. 


LAKE PROVIDENCE, LA., 
March 22, 1863—4 p. m. 


GENERAL: One brigade of General Logan’s division and part. of 
another are on board of transports, ready to start for Hagle Bend, and 
will reach that point early to-morrow. I shall leave General McArthur 
here and go down with General Logan’s division. 

I inclose you a copy of General Quinby’s dispatch,t just received, 
from which you will understand the difficulties he has had to contend 
with. Ihave just received a letter from Colonel Boomer, dated the 20th, 
stating that boats enough had arrived to take the balance of General 
Quinby’s division, and that he would be off double quick. He also 
stated that he thought boats enough would be down yesterday to take 
General Smith’s division. Bae, 

Since cutting the levee at this point, the water has risen steadily in 
the lake until the shore is all overflowed, except in a few high points. 
I have been obliged to move the whele of Logan’s division, and all but 
one brigade of McArthur’s, up the river about 5 miles, in order to get 


* See No. 7, report of March 9, p. 404. 
+See No. 3, report of March 7, p. 393. 
¢See No. 7, report of March 16, p. 406. 
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camping ground. General Ransom is still up the river, at American 
Bend, witb two regiments from here, and the force that came up from 
the fleet. I am expecting him down to-night or to-morrow. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. B. McPHERSON, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee. 


No. 7. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Isaac F. Quinby, U. S. Army, commanding Seventh 
Division, of operations March 9-28. 


Hpgrs. SEVENTH DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Near Helena, Ark., March 9, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report my arrival at the entrance to 
the passage to Moon Lake at 3 p. m. yesterday ; but as the wind was 
then blowing quite hard trom the north, and there was also some fog, 
I did not think it prudent to attempt passing to the lake until the 
wind should fall and the fog clear away. The land adjoining the en- 
trance for some distance, both above and below, is overflowed, and I 
therefore made for the opposite shore of the river, where I found dry 
land and a good place for tying up boats. Ithen went to Helena, about 
4 miles distant, to get some definite information about the character of 
the pass to the lake, as well as that from the lake to the Coldwater. 

I saw General Prentiss and Major [Reuben B.] Hatch, acting quarter- 
master, both of whom advised against the attempt to take my large 
transports into the lake. I determined that I would take a small steamer 
to-day and go through the Pass, to enable me to judge for myself, first, 
as to the propriety of going in with the large boats, and, secondly, to 
select the best position for establishing the camp of my division. 

Ihave but just returned from the lake, and am compelled to say that, 
in my opinion, it would be unwise to try the passage with the large 
transports. The current is rapid, and the narrow channel, at about 100 
yards from the river, makes a sharp bend of at least 90 degrees. Long 
boats, without the most skillful management, could not make this turn. 

Should one such boat be sunk in the channel, no others could pass 
until the wreck was removed, and that would be a work of much time 
and difficulty. 

_Nearly all of the lake shore is now submerged, and the water is still 
rising. 

Tor the above reasons, I shalldeem myself justified in departing from 
the strict letter of your and General Grant’s instructions, and will look 
for some convenient point other than that indicated at which to disem- 
bark my troops, believing that in so doing Iam complying with what 
would be your wishes in view of the facts. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
1. F. QUINBY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Seventh Division. 


Maj. Gen. J. B. MCPHERSON, 
Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps. 
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; NEAR HELENA, ARK., March 11, 1863. 

GENERAL: Inclosed please find copies of communications from Gen- 
eral Ross to General Prentiss,* which were received yesterday. They 
are Sent in order that you may know of the progress of the Yazoo ex- 
pedition, and of the difliculties and embarrassments it has to encounter, 
without being discouraged. I confess myself very much annoyed by 
the unwilling and unaccommodating spirit of the steamboat men in 
charge of the boats which have been thus far assigned to take my divis- 
ion forward. Without exception, all have found some serious defects 
in their respective boats, which render them unfit for the service, and 
they resort to all sorts of pleas and subterfuges to-get out of it. 

Of all the boats in which my division embarked, two only can be used 
for the expedition. One other (the Brazil) is of the right size, but she 
leaked badly when we left Memphis, and is now in a still worse condition. 
It would retard rather than advance our progress to take her, and I have, 
therefore, ordered her to Memphis for repairs. She will probably be 
ready for service when Logan’s division arrives. A crack was reported 
in the boiler of the Anglo-Saxon when she arrived here, which I had 
examined by the engineer of the Superior, who pronounced her unsafe 
without repairs, and I accordingly ordered her to Memphis for that pur- 
pose. She should be back to-night. The Ed. Walsh and John H. 
Dickey are both in bad order, and unfit for the transportation of troops. 
They also have been ordered to Memphis for necessary repairs. With 
these exceptions, all the boats which brought my division will start | 
for Lake Providence to-morrow. It seems to me of the utmost conse- 
quence that re-enforcements to General Ross should be speedily sent 
forward, and my determination now is to load what transports there 
may be at my disposal to-morrow, and start down the Pass to overtake 
him. He has but about 4,000 troops, and evidently does not apprehend 
the dangers by which he is surrounded. I shall leave Colonel Boomer 
behind, to follow with the rest of the division as soon as he has trans- 
portation. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. F. QUINBY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Seventh Division. 


Maj. Gen. J. B. MCPHERSON, Comdg. Seventeenth Army Corps. 


NEAR Mempuis, TENN., March 12, 1863. 


GENERAL: We are now loading the few boats we have, and shall be 
ready to start down the Yazoo Pass early to-morrow morning with the 
headquarters, the pioneer corps, and at least one brigade of this division. 
The dispatch boat Winona was sent down to the Yazoo fleet two days 
since, with instructions to General Ross. She may be back this after- 
noon, and I shall, of course, be governed by the tenor of the news she 
may bring. Should she not arrive, however, I shall take the lead with all 
the troops of my division that the transports at my disposal can carry. 

Trusting that you will approve my course, I am, general, very re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. F. QUINBY, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Major-General McPHERSON, Comdg. Seventeenth Army Corps. 


* See Ross to Prentiss, March 7, p. 393, and March 8, p. 394, 
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STEAMER PRIMA DONNA, 
March 16, 1863—8 p. m. 


GENERAL: On the morning of the 4th [14th] instant, the First Bri- 
gade and the headquarters of this division, together with the pioneer 
corps and two companies of cavalry, on six transports, left their en- 
campment, 3 miles below Helena, and entéred the Yazoo Pass. After 
three days of unremitting toil, and, for me, much painful anxiety, we 
have reached the Coldwater, and passed down it about 2 miles. 

The other five: boats were some distance in my rear when I started 
this morning, but I hope they will reach this point before noon to-mor- 
row. At all events; I shall not move forward until all get through the 
Pass. 

The Coldwater at its present stage might be called a navigable 
stream, but the passage from Moon Lake to it can scarcely be made by 
any except the smallest sized steamboats. +c 

The Prima Donna. is greatly damaged, although handled with the 
utmost care. A great portion of our time was occupied in clearing 
away obstructions which impeded her progress, as they probably would 
have that of the other boats; still, she kept well in advance, and will 
now have to wait at least half a day tor them to close up. 

It being the determination of Major-General Grant to send your whole 
army corps, and perhaps two additional divisions, over this route, I 
may be permitted to suggest that both expedition and economy would 
be consulted by employing a number, say, twenty, well-constructed flat- 
boats, and a few small but powerful tugs, rather than the steamboats 
such as we are now using. A flat-boat, 120 feet long and 50 feet broad, 
with ordinary skill in its management, would have made in one day the 
distance that has occupied us three. The first cost of such a flat-boat 
would scarcely exceed that for repairing the damage to one of the steam- 
boats after making the passage. I commend this to your serious con- 
sideration, as I believe it a physical impossibility to transport and sub- 
sist a large army by this route with steamboats such as we are now 
using, and it is not likely that a sufficient number of a suitable size can 
be found on the Western waters. : 

The steamer Carl came up to-night just after we had tied up. She 
brought no official dispatches for me, but the passengers inform me 
that General Ross is about 2 miles above Greenwood, at a point which 
is fortified by the enemy. 

Our gunboats engaged the rebel batteries last Friday, but were com- 
pelled to retire after sustaining some injury. 

I shall hurry forward with this brigade as fast as possible, and hope 
before you overtake me to effect a lodgment at some good position on 
the Yazoo. 

The rest of my division will follow me by brigades as fast as trans- 
portation is provided. 

I very much fear that the boats which have been down the Pass 
will not be in a condition to transport other troops without extensive re- 
pairs. I predicate this upon the damage the Prima Donna has already 
received. ‘ 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. F. QUINBY, 
Brigadier- General. 
Major-General McPHERSON, 
Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps. 
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STEAMER PRIMA DONNA, 
March 21, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the arrival of the expedition 
with which I started from Helena, Ark., on the 14th instant, down the 
Tallahatchee, about 40 miles below the mouth of Coldwater. We should 
have gone at least 40 miles_farther to-day had I not been surprised, at 
12 m., by meeting a fleet offtransports bringing the division of General 
Ross up the river. 

It seems that after two unsuccessful attempts by the gunboats to re- 
duce the rebel works just above Greenwood, in which the Chillicothe 
was quite seriously damaged, it was decided by the commanders of the 
land and naval forces to abandon the expedition, or rather to defer 
raed operations until more extensive preparations should be made 
or it. 

I immediately had an interview with General Ross, and, after weigh- 

ing carefully his reasons for making this retrograde movement, deemed 
it best to order him to return with me to the point he had left above 
Greenwood. Falling back, after forcing our way thus far, would have 
a depressing effect upon our army and the country, and raise the hopes 
and the determination of the rebels. 
. I also had an interview with Lieutenant-Commander Foster, com- 
manding the gunboat fleet, and induced him to return likewise. We 
all leave at daylight to-morrow morning, and hope to reach our imme- 
diate destination before dark. 

After disembarking, I shall send up a sufficient number of transports 
to bring down the Second and Third Brigades of this division. This, 
of course, will leave me without means of transporting the whole of my 
command by water, which may, at any moment, become desirable. 

I trust, therefore, you will direct the requisite number of transports 
to move my whole command to be sent to me at the earliest possible 
moment. In the belief that you will approve my course, I am, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

dE. QUINBY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. McPHERSON, 
Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS YAZOO EXPEDITION, 
Tallahatchee River, March 25, 1863—11 p. m. 


GENERAL: This expedition reached the position formerly held by the 
command under Brigadier-General Ross, about 2 miles above Fort Pem- 
berton, on the afternoon of the 23d instant. At 3 p.m., the same day, I 
induced Lieutenant-Commander Foster to move down with the Chilli- 
cothe and De Kalb to draw the fire of the fort; only three shots were fired 
from the Chillicothe and none from the De Kalb. The guns of the fort 
made no response. General Ross and myself, during the firing, were 
on the right bank of the river, 700 yards from the works, and could dis- 
tinctly see the guns, but the gunners kept under cover, evidently re- 
serving their fire for a nearer approach of the gunboats. It was raining 
hard at the time, and continued to do so until noon yesterday, when it 
sleared up. I deemed it best not to have the troops disembark until 
to-day. In the mean time I have thoroughly examined both banks of 
the river to the fort on the west, and several miles below it on the east 
bank. At the present stage of the water it is impracticable to reach the 
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fort by land, or the Yazoo River, below it, on the west bank; but from 
the position I hold on the east bank we can easily get to the Talla- 
hatechee below the fort, and also to the Yalabusha. Both banks of the 
Tallahatchee, about 3 miles below the fort, are several feet above the 
water, and by means of a pontoon bridge a force could be thrown in the 
rear of the fort and beyond the reach of its guns. 

By crossing thé Yalabusha just above itsmouth, and following down 
the Yazoo until we get below the fort, we could cut off the supplies of: 
the garrison, and compel it to come out to fight or surrender. Hither of 
these places will require a pontoon bridge 250 feet long. 

Lieutenant Foster, commanding gunboat fleet, declares positively that, 
unless he receives orders to the contrary, he will start for the Missis- 
sippi River, via Moon Lake, with his whole fleet on or before the 1st 
proximo. Should he act on this determination, the land forces would be 
left here in a very precarious position, with nearly 200 miles of unguarded 
water communications between them and the Mississippi. : 

I shall do my best to induce him to leave behind the five light-draught 
gunboats now in the Tallahatchee, but I scarcely hope to change his de- 
termination. Six of our transports are under orders to leave for Helena, 
at daylight to-morrow morning, to bring down the rest of my division; 
but since I have learned of the decision of Lieutenant. Foster, I do not 
know that it would be prudent to send them up. Itis one of the great 
evils of our service that the land and naval forces are left, in a great 
measure, independent of each other. The best concerted plans are liable 
to fail from this cause. ‘ 

In the hope that you will soon be here, I remain, general, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: Loe. OU DY BY. 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. MCPHERSON, 

Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps. 


MARCH 26, 1863—9 a. m. 


P. S.—I detained the transports this morning until I could have an 
interview with Lieutenant Foster. This-I have had, and he promises, in 
the event of his leaving the Tallahatchee, not to take with him all his 
light-draught gunboats, but promises that I shall have a sufficient num- 
ber of them to keep open my communications. The transports will, 
therefore, leave immediately. 


TALLAHATCHEE RIVER, March 28, 1863. 


GENERAL: I wrote you a dispatch on the 25th instant, a copy of 
which I inclose,* fearing that through the delays and accidents to our 
mails if may not have reached you. - 

In the mean time the other two brigades of my division have not ar- 
rived, and a note from Colonel Boomer, of the 19th instant, in which he 
- informs me that no transports had yet reported to him, gives me no 
reason to expect them for several days. This delay is to be greatly re- 
gretted, for the rebels are constantly receiving re-enforcements, adding 
to and strengthening their works. It is evident that they intend to 
make a determined stand at this point. Every move that we make is 
answered by one from them. 


*Seo p. 407, 
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_ The point at which I propose to force a passage of the Tallahatchee 
1s now covered by one of their field-works, as I discovered by a personal 
reconnaissance yesterday. The recent rains have made the roads by 
which we pass from the point we now occupy to the river below their 
fort almost impassable. | 

But for a.heavy rain last night, we should have put under cover to- 
night a battery of four 10-pounder Parrotts, to silence their battery 
and prevent the construction of additional works at the point above 
referred to. This must now be postponed at least another day. 

I have written to General Prentiss, at Helena, to send forward, if he 
has it, material for a bridge 300 feet long, and this morning dispatched 
a boat up the river for the purpose of having a saw-mill examined, and, 
if possible, put in running order, to get out such lumber as we require. 
My fear is that our troops on their way down injured and destroyed the 
machinery to such an extent that the mill cannot be put in repair in 
time for our purposes. 

Yesterday four 24-pounder siege guns arrived—two of our own and 
two of rebel manufacture. Of the latter, one only can be used, but it 
is proposed to mount on the carriage of the other a 30-pounder Parrott, 
taken from one of the gunboats. 

We hope to get these four guns in battery within 700 yards of the 
fort to-night. 

I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 
I. F. QUINBY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. MCPHERSON, 
Commanding Seventeenth Army Oorps. 


No. 8. 
Reports of Lieut. Commander Watson Smith, U. S. Navy. 


UNITED STATES MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
March 12, 1863. 
GENERAL: Lieut. Commander Watson Smith informs me that he has 
but a month’s supply of provisions. Iam anxious to supply him, but have 
no vessel. Can you furnish me with a small steamer that will go with- 
out fail through the Pass and join the vessels and troops you have sent 
up? He will also want ammunition, which I will send him by same 
conveyance. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Maj. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Commanding Army of the Mississippi. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


U.S. S. RATTLER, 
Coldwater, March 3, 1863. 
Sir: We are advancing but slowly. This stream is not so much 
wider or clearer than the Pass as to make much difference in either 
speed or the amount of damage inflicted on these vessels, 


410 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. =‘ (Ctrar. XXXVI. 


Our hull has suffered as much to-day as on any day yet. We can 
only advance with the current; faster than that brings us foul. Our 
speed is not more than 14 miles per hour, if that. 

Wheels and stacks have escaped, through care; but with over 20 feet 
above water, and less than 3 in it, without steerage-way, light winds 
play with us, bringing the sides and trees in rough contact. I imagine 
that the character of this navigation is different from what was ex- 
pected. We will get through in fighting condition, but so much de- 
layed that all the advantages of a surprise to the rebels will have been 
- lost. 

Evening.—The steamer Bayard broke her stern-post to-day, and that 
has caused delay. In the Pass, had a hole punched in her below water; 
she half filled, but was re-covered. The crooked course of the stream, 
and the thickly wooded shore, prevents our having more than an occa 
sional glimpse of other vessels. Each has its position and distance as- 
signed, but a knowledge of the whereabouts of those next can generally 
only be ascertained by means of a boat. 

The iron-clads have the least trouble from trees or overhanging 
branches, and are scarcely affected by the wind. 

A ease of small-pox was reported by the Petrel to-day, and was im- 
mediately transferred to a returning transport, for passage to Helena 
and the hospital. : 

The shore occasionally makes down to the clear water, but much of 
the route is through a clearing amidst trees standing in water. I don’t 
think we have seen a plantation in the last 8 miles; all is swamp. 

March 4.—The Petrel comes in with her wheel much damaged, and 
without the means of repairing. I can repairit, but my supply was for 
but one vessel. 

March 5.—The river is clearer, and we make better speed. If we reach 
the Tallahatchee this evening, which our advance may do, our total dis- 
tance from Delta will be but 50 miles, not 6 miles per day. I am hav- 
ing an account of the number of navy rations in the expedition taken. 
No vessel has more than a month’s supply at this date, and the Chilli- 
cothe but seven days, the Lioness thirteen, and the Fulton seven. The 
last reports one boiler badly burned. My first knowledge of the Petrel, 
Lioness, and Fulton being attached to the expedition was received 
after entering the Pass. They joined after reaching Coldwater, too late 
for me to prepare them for the expedition, which could only have been 
done by sending them to Memphis. We are better off than the army, 
however, and have a fair supply of coal. An organized party of army: 
and navy collects beef for rations and cotton for defense. The people 
report rebels and batteries below, &c. Gathered some cotton to-day; 
much that we find is so badly baled as to be dangerous. I hope to make 
better speed from this time through. 

Tallahatchee River, 12 miles from Coldwater, March 6, evening.—Stopped 
for the night, and waiting for the others to close up. 

Our intelligence, received from various sources, at different places and 
from different people, is that Yazoo City is being fortified, 3,000 negroes 
doing the labor, and that a large army is there for its defense, provided 
with heavy guns. 

The same is said of Greenwood, but I do not place the same eredit in 
the reports concerning Greenwood. 

A receipt in the possession of a man near us on the shore, for cotton 
for a rebel steamer, shows a naval organization amongst them. It reads 
in this way: 
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By command of Isaac N. Brown, I take (specifying quantity, quality, &c.) cotton 


for the steamer Saint Mary’s, to protect her from the enemy’s shot. 
I. E. SHEPPERD, 
Lieutenant C. S. Navy. 


As he has a few bales left, he will have another receipt to-morrow 
from a grade above that in the U.S. 
This river is high and the current strong. 
Respectfully, yours, 
W. SMITH, 
LTieutenant-Commander. 


Actg. Roar-Admiral Davin D. PoRTER, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


U. 8. S. RATTLER, 
Tallahatchee River, March 7, 1863. 


Sir: Iam obliged to leave the Petrel about 12 miles from the Cold- 
water, in the Tallahatchee. Her wheel is about destroyed by accidents 
and bad management. We will coal to-night, and go on to Greenwood 
with the gunboats and transports, leaving the Marmora at the junction 
of the Yalabusha and Tallahatchee, to guard the coal (two barges) and 
the steamer Bayard and an army transport with troops. The Romeo 
follows with the mortar. The little provision that the army has is spoil- 
ing. They have five days’ on hand, and have sent for only six days’ in 
addition. Ican maintain my party (those now drawing rations) for one 
month. If all entitled drew rations, would have rations for twenty-two 
days. 

We have these disadvantages—that we must fight down-stream, and 
that all are stern-wheelers but one, and the rams cannot reach a vessel 
with wide guards in a tender place without bringing up against their 
own works in front of the boilers. I have cut away their bitts, and 
made the most of those vessels. 

The Lioness has eighty-five bales of cotton for defense, two deep be- 
fore boilers; the Fulton cannot carry any on the sides forward. The 
army have, I believe, sent for more provisions, but they will be scant 
when those are received. This delay has spoiled our chances. There 
will be more of it, as they must forage for provisions and fuel, and every 
‘transport, I am told, has an empty hold. I anticipate a rough time. 
Have made the best preparations that our time and means would admit, 
and go to work trustingly. 

Two cases (contrabands) of small-pox were reported by the Forest 
Rose to-day. I will have them sent to Helena, and thence to Cairo, if 
possible. Several of the light-draughts are cottoned forward and on 
the sides abreast of boilers; a good defense of bales, too, on cabin decks 
forward and around bows inboard of hammock-nettings, the trees hay- 
ing nearly brushed the nettings away. The light-draughts with hurri- 
cane cut roots have had all the after parts of decks swept away. 


Respectfully, yours 
W. SMITH, 
LTieutenant-Commander, Comdg. Gunboats, Yazoo Expedition. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral Davip D. PORTER, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Reports of Maj. Gen. William W. Loring, CO. S. Army, commanding 
at Fort Pemberton, &c., of operations February 17-April 11. 


HEADQUARTERS ForT PEMBERTON, 
March 11, 1863. (Received March 12.) 


GENERAL: Iron-clad turret-boat Chillicothe came down and attacked 
us this morning at 10 o0’clock. Two of our shots struck her. Firing 
kept up half an hour, when the boat withdrew. Enemy reported in 
force landing above about 2 miles, on the opposite side of the Talla- 
hatchee. I have ordered a regiment and battery from [L.] Tilghman to 
Chockachuma, on the YaJabusha, and himself to take the balance of his 
command to Yazoo City as rapidly as possible. If you can spare other 
troops and heavy arms, would advise sending them to Yazoo City, and 
block the river there strongly, in hopes of resisting them at this point. 
Please order ammunition to be sent, and order Lieutenant Harrod, 
engineers, at Yazoo City, now at Vicksburg. 

W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 
Commanding, Le. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT PEMBERTON, 
. March 11, 1863. 


GENERAL: Another of the enemy’s iron-clads attacked this position 
this afternoon, and was repelled with injury. 

Our 32-pounder shot nearly exhausted; they are our main reliance. 
Received this evening extraordinary dispatch from Major Mayo. For 
some reason unknown to us, he takes upon himself the responsibility 
of refusing to send ammunition. The requisition, approved by me, was 
made in accordance with your order, with great care, and by actual 
measurement of each gun. I hear it is too late to sendus. The requi- 
sition by Colonel [T. N.] Waul was in accordance with the invoices sent 
him of the guns. There was no material difference between the two 
requisitions. 

W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Gen. J. OC. PEMBERTON. 


JACKSON, March 14, 1863. 
General JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON, 


Chattanooga, Tenn. : 


Fort PEMBERTON, ON TALLAHATCHEE RIVER, 
March 13—1 p. m. 

Terrific fire from enemy; four hours; uninterrupted; from ten to sixteen heavy 
caliber gunboat guns; two heavy guns on land, and a mortar. All their guns from 
gunboats, except one, have ceased firing. Gunboats retired around the Bend, 800 
yards distant, showing only one gun. Enemy’s gunboats and batteries struck con- 
stantly ; large quantities of burning cotton struck from them. We have lost some 
valuable gunners and a few others. Thank God, our loss small so far. Enemy’s loss 
must be very great. 


Later—7.30 p. m.—Just as I sent off my last dispatch to you, enemy opened upon us 
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. again, with one gunboat guns and land battery and 13-inch mortar. Kept it up with 
great spirit until after sunset. Ammunition arrived just now for heavy guns. 
The above just received from General Loring. 
; J. ©. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT PEMBERTON, 
March 14, 1863—8 p. m. 
Enemy remained quiet until 3 p. m., when they opened from their 
land batteries, which was briskly returned by us. Lasted but few min- 
utes. Hvidently to try strength of our guns. 
W..W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


Fort PEMBERTON, March 16, 1863. 
GENERAL: T'rom information and observation, think the enemy num- 
ber between 5,000 and 10,000. Am of opinion it is but the advance of a 
very powerful force. Two of the largest class boats have just come down 
through the Pass. I think it will require the heaviest guns to resist 
them. ‘They are now erecting land batteries with heavy guns. I have 
ordered three more regiments from Yazoo City to protect my flanks by 
preventing the crossing of Tallahatchee in my rear and reaching Yazoo 
in my front. Both are difficult for the enemy to do, owing to overflows. 
Would advise the sending of columbiads to Yazoo City. If you have 
a competent engineer to spare, I would like him ordered here. Dr. 
Voorhies arrived yesterday. 
- W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT PEMBERTON, 
March 16, 1863—9 p. m. 
The enemy, with one iron-clad covered with cotton and sides pro- 
tected by cotton on raft, opened upon us at 12.30 o’clock to-day. The 
iron-clad retired in about forty-five minutes. The land battery kept 
up the fire until sunset. No loss on our side. We are unable to prevent 
land batteries from increasing, because we are fearful of not receiving 
more ammunition in time. Have ordered another raft constructed on 
Yazoo, opposite here, and works thrown up on other side river. If I 
can have one week, will effect it. 
W. W. LORING, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 


Fort Pemberton, March 17, 1863—10 a. m. 


Yours of 16th received. If I can hold the enemy back a week, will 
have another raft constructed in Yazoo River opposite this and works 
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thrown up on the other side. Still have strong hopes of the enemy 
being unable to force the obstructions here. Principal fear is that they 
may turn one of my flanks, particularly my left front. In order to 
counteract an attempt in that direction, [ have ordered Brigadier-Gen- 
eral [J. C.] Moore to move up near the point referred to with the re- 
mainder of his brigade. In accordance with your suggestion, I hope 
then to be able to check the enemy’s force; but as heavy additions are 
reported being made to their force, it will take one correspondingly 
large to successfully meet them. 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 


_ 


HEADQUARTERS Fort PEMBERTON, March 17, 1863. _ 
(Received March 18.) 


Up to this hour, 9 p. m., the enemy made no demonstration to-day. 
Got information from Panola and from scouts on Coldwater relative to 
the two large class boats. Have done all that could be done up to this 
time to intercept transports. Have given instructions to parties at 
Panola and up Tallahatchee, at Cassidy Bayou, to have round ratts made 
and floated down the river into fleet, covered with burning cotton. 

W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


Fort PEMBERTON, March 18, 1863—9 a. m. 

GENERAL: My information is positive that the expedition now com- 
ing against us is a most formidable one. Have made up our minds 
to fight it to the bitter end. You may look for nothing but a series of 
hardly fought battles throughout the whole length of the Yazoo. I 
must have all the strength here that I can possibly get. Send heavy 
guns and plenty of ammunition. If we had received ammunition in 
time, could have prevented the erection of land batteries, but, as it was, 
could not afford to spend our supply and leave none for their assault. 
At the same time, I would urge the most vigorous measures for defense 
of Yazoo City. Lend us and send three heavy guns and plenty of am- 
munition. I have ordered the guns at Yazoo City up here. Please send 
order to Yazoo City; also have not the cipher, and do not understand. 
pert also artillerists for our guns; we need them badly, and have none 
at all. 


W. W. LORING, 


Major-General, 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 


HEADQUARTERS Fort PEMBERTON, 
March 20, 1863—11 a. m. 
In consequence of the crippled condition of their gunboats, the injury 
done to their land batteries, and, from all we can learn, their great loss 
of life, the enemy have commenced a precipitate retreat up the Talla- 
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hatchee, abandoning the position of their land batteries. I have ordered 
pursuit upon their rear and both flanks. 
W. W. LORING, 
: Major-General. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 


Fort PEMBERTON, March 20, 1863—5 p. m. 


I start a fully-clad cotton boat down to-night, keeping one here in 
case of accident. Enemy in full run, as fast as steam can carry him, 
and my men after him. This place capable of very strong defense ; 
should be made perfect, and I have given orders to have it so. The 
engineer officer ordered by you has not yet reported, as the enemy is 
steaming away from here as fast as he can. I will, if you wish it, go to 
the Sunflower and stop him. 

W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


HEADQUARTERS Fort PEMBERTON 
Near Greenwood, Miss., March 23, 1863. 


Masor: I beg leave to submit the following report of operations on 
the Yazoo and Tallahatchee Rivers: 

In accordance with your instructions, I left Jackson, Miss., on the 
morning of February 17 last, with the view to finding some suitable 
place on the.Yazoo or Tallahatchee whereat to erect works and place 
obstructions to the passage down of the enemy. An examination of the 
. two rivers from Yazoo City to 100 miles above here satisfied me that this 
position was the only one offering the slightest advantage for defensive 
works, and having previously ordered Major [Minor] Meriwether, of the 
engineers, to this place, determined to avail myself of its strong points. 
Accordingly, a line of works composed of cotton bales and earth was 
thrown up, extending from the Yazoo to the Tallahatchee, and a raft 
constructed by the able and united labors of Maj. Thomas Weldon and 
Mr. John McFarland, and with great skill placed in the Tallahatchee on 
our right. These necessary arrangements were prosecuted with the 
utmost diligence day and night ; and notwithstanding every exertion to 
perfect our defenses, the enemy made his descent of the river and found 
us but poorly prepared to receive him. 

On Wednesday (March 11), the enemy made his appearance before us 
with nine gunboats and twenty-four transports, a land force of 7,000 
infantry and artillery. The raft in an unfinished state was hastily 
swung across the Tallahatchee, and the Confederate States steamer 
Star of the West sunk behind it. My inspector-general, Capt. John 
D. Myrick, was placed in command of the batteries, and we awaited the 
assault. 

At 10a. m. the formidable iron-clad Chillicothe steamed around the 
bend of the river in our front, as though it was intended to rush upon 
the raft and destroy it. A well-directed shell from our 32-pounder fell 
upon her turret, and she sensibly diminished her speed. This was fol- 
lowed by a solid shot from an 18-pounder rifle, which also struck, and 
the Chillicothe backed up stream until her hull was hidden around the 
bend, save her bow and that portion of her which contained the 11-inch 
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guns. She then opened fire, and cannonading was kept up for an hour, 
when the gunboat withdrew, having been struck several times by three 
of our guns. 

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon the fight was resumed by another gun- 
boat, which we supposed to be the iron-clad De Kalb. After two hours 
hard fighting, the boat withdrew. During the day, Colonel [T. N.] 
Waul, commanding post, sent out a detachment of his Legion as skir- 
mishers, who engaged a large body of the enemy’s infantry and cavalry 
and drove them back to their transports. ; 

Thursday (the 12th), the enemy was engaged in erecting a battery 
upon a point in front, thickly wooded, which we could not prevent in 
consequence of the scarcity of ammunition. 

On Friday morning, at 10 o’clock, the enemy again,opened upon our 
‘works from two gunboats abreast, their land batteries, and a 13-inch 
mortar. We promptly responded with every gun we had in position, 
and the figbt raged furiously the entire day, night putting an end: to it. 

It was in this day’s engagement that an 11-inch shell from the Chil- 
licothe passed through the parapet, .displaced a cotton bale, and ig- 
nited a tub of cartridges in the magazine of the Whitworth gun. The 
fire was communicated by the fuse. Fortunately the shell itself did not 
explode. By this casualty Lieut. [J. Q.] Wall, of the Pointe Coupée 
Artillery, in command of the gun, was slightly [wounded], and 15 of his 
detachment were burned, some badly. 

In this day’s engagement we experienced our only loss. <A shell ex- 
ploded over one of our guns, wounding 3 of the gunners, one of whom 
died in a few hours. 

Our troops labored the entire night in repairing damages to the para- 
pet and strengthening the works. 

Saturday was quiet until 4 p. m., when we were engaged by their land 
batteries and a gunboat spiritedly for about half an hour. 

Sunday was occupied by the enemy and ourselves in adding strength 
to our respective works. 

Monday, as we afterward discovered, was fixed by the enemy for a 
grand assault with their entire force upon our works. Accordingly, the 
gunboat Chillicothe (the other iron-clad having been disabled in Fri- 
day’s engagement) got into position, bow on, at 1,200 yards range, and 
with their land batteries and sharpshooters the day’s work began. In 
about twenty minutes after the engagement commenced, a shot from one 
of our heavy guns penetrated the Chillicothe and so badly injured her 
that the proposed assault was abandoned and she withdrew, leaving 
the land batteries and sharpshooters to keep up the fight until sunset. 

Our loss during the engagement was 1 killed and 4 wounded, and 16 
severely burned or injured by the explosion of our magazine. Total of 
casualties, 21. 

A significant silence characterized their movements the three follow- 
ing days, although we could see them plainly at their batteries. 

On Friday, before day, they abandoned their breastworks and com- 
menced a rapid retreat up the river. 

Thus was conducted the battle of the Tallahatchee. 

While I am thankful for the perfectly successful result of our labors 
here, I wish to express my obligations to Col. T. N. Waul, Texas Legion, 
for his energy, promptness, and good judgment in the discharge of his 
duty with his Legion in the fortifications during the engagements. I 
was greatly indebted to him for the assistance he rendered on so many 
occasions, and which contributed to our frequent successes, 

Col. Ashbel Smith, commanding Second Texas, in charge of the right 
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of our defenses, with great gallantry and skill prevented the enemy turn- 
ing that flank. 

Lieut. Col. W. N. Brown, commanding Twentieth Mississippi, and 
Capt. H. Cantey, also of the Twentieth, for important aid in collecting 
material for our raft while in readiness to defend the works. 

Col. D. R. Russell, Twentieth Mississippi, during the last engagement, 
and General Tilghman subsequently (though the enemy was still in our 
front), rendered every possible aid. The general, in command of our, 
left flank, kept the enemy apprehensive of their rear. 

I cannot speak in too much praise of the courage, coolness, and effi- 
ciency of Capt. John D. Myrick, my aide and acting chief of artillery, 
not only under the fire of the enemy in battle, but at the critical moment 
of the explosion of our magazine. In the midst of it, when every one 
was appalled, he stood unfalteringly, and with great heroism rallied his 
men to their guns. 

Captain [B. J.] Hogue, Lieuts. W. S. Wheatley, [J. Q.] Wall, and 
Captain [W. H.] Hedden, artillery; Sergt. E. Fullerton, of Hedden’s 
battery; Lieutenant Moon, engineers, and Sergt. J. Hennerberry, Com- 
pany A, Twenty-second Louisiana Volunteers, commanded guns, and 
served them with great skill and courage. Sergts. David Eaton and 
Hugh Moldoon, belonging to the Navy, are mentioned for their accuracy 
as gunners and courage as men. 

Before and after the enemy appeared, the weather was inclement, 
and when all depended upon the greatest energy, none rendered better 
service or were more exposed than the following officers: Maj. George 
McKnight, assistant adjutant-general; Dr. pe H.] Voorhies, chief sur- 
geon; Captain Armstead, ordnance [officer]; Captain [Belton] Mickle, 
quartermaster; Major Meriwether and Captain [Powhatan] Robinson, 
engineers; Dr. [E.] Randall, Captains [Samuel] Carter and [B. F.| 
Stirling and [H.] Wickeland, and Lieutenant [Peter] Schwander, Waul’s 
Legion. 

aerial here remark that this expedition was the prominent one of a 
great plan for the attack of Vicksburg in rear. It was to move rapidly 
down the Yazoo River to the mouth of Sunflower; there await another 
expedition down that river; the two united were to meet a third up the 
Yazoo; the three to force the raft at Snyder’s Bluff; united, to turn 
Vicksburg. After many months of secret preparations, they were cer- 
tain of success. With but little time to fortify, they were determinedly 
met and forced to an ignominious retreat, leaving behind them evi- 
dences that their loss was great in men and material—a check which 
will undoubtedly prevent a further invasion of the State of Mississippi 
by the way of Tallahatchee and Yazoo Rivers. 

With respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort PEMBERTON, March 23, 1863—4.30 p. m. 


The enemy in force with their gunboats have again made their ap. 
pearance, opening fire at 2.15 and immediately ceasing fire. 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
General J. C. PEMBERTON. 


(Same, Pemberton to Stevenson, March 24.) 
27 R R—VOL XXIV, PT I 
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Fort PEMBERTON, April 1, 1863. 
(Received April 2.) 


Enemy re-enforcing, and erecting a battery to-day of three 32-pound- 


ers. 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
General J. C. PEMBERTON. 


Fort PEMBERTON, April 2, 1863. 
(Received April 3—10 a. m.) 
The enemy are sending their boats to the Pass for re-enforcements. 
They are receiving heavy guns. Can any heavy guns be sent here? 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General. 
General J. C. PEMBERTON. yet 
JACKSON, April 3, 1863. 
Major-General LORING, 
Fort Pemberton, via Grenada: 
I am expecting more heavy guns, but have none now to lend you. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
LDieutenant- General, Commanding. 


Fort PEMBERTON, April 3, 1863. 
The enemy got another large re-enforcement to-day, at least 3,000. 
This fight, from the preparations making by the enemy, will be desper- 
ate. I therefore think we should have an additional quantity of ammu- 
nition sent at once for our guns. We are compelled to use our shot to 
prevent the enemy erecting batteries in our front, and I will cover the 
amount by requisition. Send one hundred rockets. 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 


ForT PEMBERTON, April 4, 1863. 
On the Ist and 2d, seventeen transports loaded with troops came 
down the river, and passed a point 100 miles above ; have no doubt ar- 
rived here. Can you send us intrenching tools ? 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 


Fort PEMBERTON, April 5, 1863, 
(Received April 6.) 
The enemy commenced embarking last night at 10 o’clock, and before 
day this morning were in rapid retreat, after re-enforcing yesterday 
10,000 men. Having our works strengthened, we commenced shelling 
their camps and transports, and kept it up for two days and at inter- 
vals during the night. 
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Yesterday we made a reconnaissance in foree from our left flank 
alarming them very much. <A party we have up the river, under Cap- 
tain Mott, with a field piece, fired three shots into a transport loaded 
with troops yesterday, doing considerable damage among them, and 
disabling the boat. These no doubt influenced their retreat. I do not 
know yet how far they have gone. Will send another telegram shortly. 

W. W. LORING, 
Major-General. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 


Fort PEMBERTON, April 6, 1863. 
The enemy are moving up the Tallahatchee, toward the mouth of 
Coldwater. The information is not sufficient yet to make it certain that 
they are going to the Mississippi River. The probability is that it is 
their intention to do so. We are certain that our shells and shot did 
great execution in their crowded camps before leaving. 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 


Fort PEMBERTON, 
Near Greenwood, April 12, 1863. 

Magsor: I had the honor to make to you a report of the operations 
of this command up to March 22, 1863. 

The enemy, after getting 100 miles up the Tallahatchee, was heavily 
re-enforced and returned, fully determined to make a deadly attack upon 
these works. During their short absence we greatly strengthened our 
lines, and were fully prepared to give them a warm reception. We waited 
a Short time after their arrival, in the hope that they would muster 
courage to attack us, but it seems that it failed them in the critical 
moment. We then commenced the offensive by driving away their la- 
boring parties from the works intended for batteries, and getting our 
lines of fire upon their camps and the direction of their forces for the 
support of their pickets. 

We commenced shelling on the evening of April 2, and continued 
through the 3d and 4th. 

In the mean time a forced reconnaissance was made from our left by 
General Maury. A considerable force was also displayed upon our 
right. While our fire was destructive to their crowded camps, our 
action from right to left alarmed them very much, and on the night of 
April 4 they commenced embarking, and by daylight they were in rapid 
retreat up the river. We can hear of them steaming toward the Pass. 
How far they have got we are not fully advised, but think that they 
will go entirely through to the Mississippi. 

I beg leave here to mention that, in consequence of the extensive 
overflow of both sides of the Tallahatchee and Coldwater Rivers, it was 
_impossible to get to the rivers, except in small canoes. Enterprising 
and gallant officers of this command—Col. A. E. Reynolds, Twenty- 
sixth Mississippi regiment, Lientenant Henry, Second Texas, and Capt. 
George {W.] Mott, commanding a detachment of MeCulloch’s—made 
their boats for the purpose. The latter fortunately reached the enemy 
and fired upon them with small-arms, killing several, and upon one 
occasion fired three shots from a field piece, which was sent him, inte 
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a transport loaded with troops, disabling the transport and doing con- 
siderable execution. I have also to mention that a party of State 
troops, under the command of Major Lidell, fired into them, and on sev- 
eral occasions our cavalry on this side of the river annoyed them. In 
order to strike them in the future successfully, I would recommend that 
large canoes be ordered. They can be readily made along the river, 
and guns usually used by the Navy, 6 or 12 pounders, breech-loading, 
be obtained forthe purpose. I have no doubt that two regiments, scat- 
tered along the Tallahatchee, Coldwater, and Sunflower, under men of 
energy and courage, would break up any expedition the enemy might 
send here in future. 

With respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 10. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, C. S. Army, commanding divis- 
ion, &e., of operations April 1-10. 


VICKSBURG, April 11, 1863, 
(Received April 15.) 

Masor: In pursuance of the instructions of the lieutenant-general 
commanding, I joined Major-General Loring, at Fort Pemberton, on the 
morning of April 1. He was re-enforced the same day by the whole of 
Featherston’s brigade and six guns of my division, making his whole 
force ample to hold the position. 

I was assigned to the command of the forces at Cureton’s, constitut- 
ing our left wing. 

On the evening of the 1st, the enemy commenced the construction of 
a very heavy battery about 1,000 yards from the fort. During the 2d, 
od, and 4th, a constant fire of shells was kept up by us upon it, and 
sharpshooters were sent to annoy the workmen, so that they were com- 
pelled to cease work before the battery was completed. The enemy was 
very quiet during this whole time. He made no scouts, and only one 
reconnaissance, and ‘made no reply to the fire of our guns or of our 
sharpshooters. Rumors came in that he was retreating. 

On the 4th, I sent Colonel [O. S.] Holland, in command of a regiment 
and battalion of sharpshooters, with orders to discover the force and 
position of the enemy. He drove in his pickets, and discovered him still 
in force in his position on the Tallahatchee. As the enemy formed his 
line to receive Holland’s attack, a heavy fire was opened upon him by 
the fort, which occasioned considerable annoyance and some loss. That 
night and next morning the enemy re-embarked his army and retreated. 
During the 6th, 7th, and Sth, my scouts reported him still retreating, 
and as having entered the Coldwater River. 

The operations of the enemy were characterized by a great want of 
energy, but by the usual disregard of the claims of humanity and of the 
usages of manly warfare; women and unarmed, helpless men were in- 
sulted, private dwellings and plantations were destroyed and plundered, 
the stock stolen or wantonly killed, the fruit trees belted, and every 
other means taken to gratify the cowardly instincts of base natures. 
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The position of the enemy was such that it was not possible to make 
an attack upon him with any hope of success. His foree was estimated 
at about 12,000 men. 

On the 8th instant, I was informed by Major-General Loring that my 
services were no longer required near Fort Pemberton, and that I 
might, in compliance with the instructions of the lieutenant-general 
commanding, return at once to Vicksburg. 

I reached Haynes’ Bluft yesterday at 1 p. m., bringing with me Hol- 
land’s regiment and [W. N.| Hogg’s battery. 

I remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 
Major-General. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 11. 
Report of Capt. Isaac N. Brown, C. 8. Navy. 


CAMP PEMBERTON, 
Tariahatchee River, March 10, 1863. (Received March 12.) 


GENERAL: | have to send the little steamer Saint Mary’s to Yazoo 
City, and probably to Snyder’s Mill, and General Loring does not send 
dispatches, from the fact, I believe, of the steamer Sharp’s having been 
ordered down, and which may in fact get ahead of the Saint Mary’s. 

The enemy in great force are near our works, and will attack perhaps 
early to-morrow. 

It has been raining hard for two days here, which made it very un- 
favorable for us. 

I think, from what I can learn, that twenty-five or more transports and 
six or more gunboats will be within 5 miles of us to-night. I have but 
two boats—the Keene and Magenta. I went up the river two days ago 
on the Parallel (steamer), to get cotton to finish the Magenta. When 
up 70 miles, I found myself near the enemy, and shifted to the Saint 
Mary’s, to remain and make observations, sending the steamer Parallel 
ahead. The latter, from the extreme narrowness of the stream, ran into 
the woods and disabled herself, so that, to save falling into the hands of 
the enemy, I ordered her burned, which was done as the enemy came in 
sight. 

Ihave never been well pleased with our position here, but hope that 
we may not have to regret taking it up, rather than concentrating our 
whole force at Yazoo City. 

I beg pardon for trespassing so far on General Loring’s department 
as to speak to you of military matters about which I presume he gives 
you much more full information than I could do. I have done my 
utmost against most incomprehensible difficulties to fit out the, cotton- 
clad fleet. The cotton was not onthe banks of the river, and the state 
of the country trom overflow prevented hauling it. Besides, I could 
not get the proper boats for the Tallahatchee for reasons already made 
known in my late letter to you. 


I am, very respectfully, . 
ISAAC N. BROWN, 
Commanding, C. S. Navy. 


Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON. 
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FEBRUARY 27, 1863.—Skirmish rear Bloomington, on the Hatchie River, 
Tenn. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Alexander Asboth, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLUMBUS, 
March 2, 1863. 


GENERAL: Colonel Wolfe, commanding at Fort Pillow, reports that 
Captain Moore, Second Illinois Cavalry, reached, on the 27th ultimo, 
at daybreak, with 200 mounted [men], the principal camp of the rebel 
Colonel [R. V.] Richardson, in the neighborhood of Bloomington, on the 
Hatchie. The rebels, however, started on the previous day to the 
southeast, leaving only 8 men to guard the camp and collect conscripts. 
This guard was taken, with all the property in their charge, 27 horses 
and mules, wagons and commissary stores, and the camp, with several 
large buildings and comfortable quarters, entirely destroyed. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier- General. 
Major-General HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis. 


MARCH 2-3, 1863.—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Hudsonville and 
Salem, Miss., and Saulsbury, Tenn. 


Report of Maj. William D. Blackburn, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., March 3, 1863. 


COLONEL: In obedience to orders from Colonel Grierson, I started 
on the morning of the 2d, with the First Battalion of this regiment, con- 
sisting of 140 men and 5 commissioned officers, on the Holly Springs 
road, to Old Lamar, thence to the neighborhood of Early Grove, thence 
to Hudsonville, thence to near Salem, where we staid all night with 
Mr. Hall, a wealthy “‘secesh.” Inthe morning passed through Salem to 
near Wolf River; found the bridge gone, and had to turn up to Me- 
Dowell’s Mill tocross; found the “rebs” thick from Salem to Wolf, but 
in small squads and as wild as ducks; distributed the force in all direc- 
tions, and had plenty of chases, a good many shots, and a few captures, 
as hereafter described. From Wolf we went to near Saulsbury; found 
nothing; thence, by Bob Smith’s place, down on the north side of Wolf, 
to camp. A description of the persons, with the papers captured on 
them, is herewith inclosed. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. D. BLACKBURN, 
Major, Commanding Detachment. 
Colonel PRINCE. 


{Indorsement. ] 


List of prisoners, with papers found on the persons of the prisoners, 
sent to provost-marshal’s office. 
J. B. HARRIS, 
Major. 
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MARCH 8-12, 1863.—Expedition from La Grange, and skirmishes (9th 
and 10th) near Covington, Tenn. 


RHPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. Benjamin H. Grierson, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, commanding First Cavalry 
Brigade, Sixteenth Army Corps. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Reuben Loomis, Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 3.—Col. Edward Prince, Seventh Iinois Cavalry. 

No. 4.—Col. R. V. Richardson, First Tennessee Partisan Rangers. 


No. 1. 


Report of Ool. Benjamin H. Grierson, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, command- 
ing First Cavalry Brigade, Sixteenth Army Corps. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., March 16, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: In accordance with verbal instructions from General Ham- 
ilton, I left camp on the 8th instant, with 900 men of the Sixth and 
Seventh Illinois Cavalry, on an expedition against Richardson and his 
command. When within about 3 miles of Somerville, our advance came 
upon a party of rebels, who immediately fled. ncamping here for the 
night, I sent one company of the Seventh Illinois in pursuit of the 
enemy, and succeeded in wounding 4 and capturing 1 man and 2 horses. 
Here I received information of the removal of Richardson’s camp, 
which was confirmed by a communication which I also received from 
scouts whom I had previously sent out to go into his camp. 

On the 9th, at 3 a. m., I proceeded northwest, making a forced march 
of 35 miles in seven hours, over roads almost impassable from the re- 
cent heavy rains. We came upon him on Big Creek, 3 miles southeast 
of Covington, attacked and completely routed him, killing 22, wounding 
and capturing over 70, among whom were Captains Cobb and Cush- 
man; also taking and destroying his camp and equipage, commissary 
and quartermaster’s stores, his train, ammunition, and records. I find 
among the latter over two hundred paroles of Federal soldiers, all his 
muster-rolls, lists of conscripts, letters, and receipts, giving the names 
of a number of citizens who have been engaged in smuggling arms, 
ammunition, and equipments from Memphis and other points for the 
enemy; also some valuable maps of the country between the Memphis 
and Charleston Railroad and the Hatchie River. We scoured the coun- 
try thoroughly in the vicinity of the Hatchie and Covington [Rivers]; 
also south toward Portersville. 

On the 10th, I moved southeast to Mason’s Depot, whence a detach- 
ment of the Second Brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace, of the 
Fourth Illinois Cavalry, reported to me, and whom I ordered to scout 
the country southwest toward Galloway, Smith’s, and Wythe Depot. 
I encamped near Belmont on the night of the 10th, and 4 miles south of 
Somerville on the 11th, returning to this place on the 12th, about 2 
p.m. I have the satisfaction to report the success of the expedition, 
having lost none killed or wounded, and but 4 prisoners, who have since 
returned, paroled. 

Respectfully, 
B. H. GRIERSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
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[Indorsement. ] 


LA GRANGE, March 17, 1863. 
Capt. R. M. SAWYER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Respectfully forwarded. The conduct of Colonel Grierson and his 
command is to be highly commended. 
C. 8S. HAMILTON, 


Major-General. 


No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Reuben Loomis, Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., March 15, 1863. 


COLONEL: In pursuance of your order of the 7th, I had my com- 
mand, 500 in number, in the saddle at 9.30 o’clock of the 8th, and 
started on the Somerville road; camped 3 miles this side of Somerville. 
By your order we started at 3 a. m. for Richardson’s camp, about 30 » 
miles north of Somerville, which we reached about 12 o’clock of the 
same day. Found the enemy drawn up in line in a dense wood and 
swamp, ready to give us battle. We attacked them vigorously, by 
your order, broke their [line], which they in vain repeatedly tried to 
form. We drove them steadily forward for 5 or 6 miles, finally break- 
ing them up and scattering them in every direction. We killed some 
15 or 16, as I afterward ascertained, wounded a large number, captured 
their train with all their stores, also some 15 or 16 prisoners, to the 
best of my recollection; among whom was Captain Cobb and a lieu- 
tenant. 

Officers and men behaved with great gallantry, without a single ex- 
ception, not only risking the balls of the enemy, but in leaping fences, 
ditches, logs, and swamps of all depths of mud and water. 

Colonel, hoping what we have done may meet your approbation, I 
am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. LOOMIS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 
Col. B. H. GRIERSON, 
Commanding First Cavalry Brigade. 


No. 3. 
Report of Col. Edward Prince, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., March 12, 1863. 

Siz: I report that, in pursuance of orders of the brigadier-general 
commanding, I moved, in command of this regiment, the first day in 
advance of the brigade, starting from La Grange, Tenn., at 9.30 a. m., 
March 8, 1863. The rest of the time the regiment marched in rear of 
the Sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, and consequently par- 
ticipated but little in the gallant engagement with the enemy. By or- 
der of the colonel commanding the brigade, Company H, of this regi- 
ment, destroyed the camp and garrison equipage of Colonel Richardson, 
First Regiment Tennessee Guerrillas, consisting, in part, of fifty tents, 
ammunition, quartermaster’s and commissary stores, and the entire regi- 
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mental property at the camp near Covington, Tenn. On approaching 
Somerville, I sent forward Company A, of this regiment, to make a feint, 
and, meeting with a squad of rebel cavalry, they captured 1 ina charge 
upon the town. ‘ 

In leaving the camp of Richardson, near Covington, Major Nelson, 
commanding the First Battalion, this regiment, detached a squad of 
men for the purpose of ascertaining the truth of a report that a Federal 
horse and saddle was some 2 miles from camp. They proceeded, and, 
8 in number, encountered 26 of the rebels, under the command of Cap- 
tain Cushman, who had cut them off entirely from the main body. The 
gallant little squad charged the rebels, severely wounded the captain 
- in the arm, killed 1 lieutenant ([Thos. J.] Ray), and captured and 
brought off a prisoner. I desire to mention the names of the party for 
their gallant conduct, as follows: Sergt. Charles C. Hays, Corpl. David 
B. Spencer, Privates [Peter S.] Traphagen, [Joseph D.] Brown, Neff, 
[Edward W.] Tift, [William 1 .] Handly, and [William] Potter, all of 
Company K, this regiment. 

On March 10, I detailed Company F, this regiment, to endeavor to 
ascertain where certain wagons had been secreted, the tracks of which 
had been followed from Richardson’s camp. Captain McDonald, Com- 
pany F, this regiment, being at the head of his company, came near a 
house, and observed several men (some mounted and some on foot) 
fleeing from the house. Being well mounted, he gave chase, and, by 
the spirit and activity of his horse, had left behind him.and had dis- 
tanced his company some 300 yards. Having lost his fire-arms the pre- 
ceding day, he was fired at five times at very close range by the rebel 
he engaged, who was armed with both revolver and musket. The cap- 
tain pursued with his only weapon (the saber), and, with a blow, dis- 
mounted his enemy, but was at the same moment caught by a limb and 
himself dismounted. He, however, pursued on foot and captured his 
prisoner. He deserves great praise for his bravery and gallantry. At 
this time and place was captured Captain Cushman and squad. The 
regiment captured some 20 prisoners, horses, and other property. 

Respectfully, yours, 
EDWARD PRINCE, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieutenant WOODWARD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 4. 
Report of Ool. R. V. Richardson, First Tennessee Partisan Rangers. 


FAYETTE CoUNTY, TENNESSEE, March 13, 1863. 


DEAR Sir: * * * On the 9thinstant,* the Sixth and Seventh Ili- 
nois Cavalry, with a six-gun battery, attacked my position in Tipton 
County, 2 miles from Covington, at the Lemmon woods; at the same 
time a heavy cavalry force was advancing on me from Collierville (but 
did not reach the scene of action); in all, about 2,000 men. 

The action commenced at 12 m., and lasted for two hours, when we 
were forced to retire from the field. My men engaged did not exceed 


* Portion of report omitted above relates to organization of the regiment and skir- 
mish, January 11, at Lowry’s Ferry, Tenn. See Series I, Vol. XVII, Part I, p. 797. 
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150, while the enemy had actually engaged about 1,000 men and his 
battery of six pieces. We charged the enemy twice and repelled one 
charge from him, when, finding ourselves about to be flanked on both 
sides, we yielded the field. , 

Our loss was 2 men killed and 5 wounded. The enemy admitted a 
loss of 7 killed, 6 wounded, and 20 prisoners. We lost 8 men taken as 
prisoners. Some small proportion of my men ingloriously fled the field, 
but generally my companies fought bravely and retired in good order. 

I desire especially to mention Captains [R.] Burrow, [J. H.| Hazle- 
wood, [W. A.] Bell, [J. H.] Hicks, and [J. S.| Caruthers, who distin- 
guished themselves for courage; also Lieut. Col. James U. Green and 
Maj. Berry [B.] Benson, for coolness and courage in the midst of all the 
cireumstances. 

The enemy captured a portion of our train, &c., valued at about $4,000. 
We are consoled, however, in this by the reflection that we had taken 
it in former conflicts from him. I retreated about 7 miles; encamped 
all night. 

Next morning as I left my camp I came on the enemy, commanded by 
Colonel [Albert L.] Lee, of the Seventh Kansas [Cavalry], and another 
regiment, who had been marching on me from Collierville, with a view 
to surround me and crush my command in the folds of a vastly superior 
force. A slight skirmish ensued, which availed for all my purposes, 
when I escaped from the nearly completed circle designed for my de- 
struction. Finding myself unable to meet the numbers pressing upon 
me on three sides, I ordered my companies upon detached service, and 
threw out squads, under efficient officers, to harass and annoy the enemy 
on every hand. He soon lost the track of my regiment, and found him- 
self surrounded by small bands, annoying him in every possible way. 
He remained but three days, when he retired to his posts at La Grange, 
Collierville, and Memphis. 

During the time (about five months) in which I have been enlisting 
and organizing my regiment, we have killed about 50 of the enemy, have 
wounded about 100, and paroled about 700 men. 

I believe that a force of 5,000 men can be raised in West Tennessee 
for the defense of this part of the State through the operations of the 
conscript law. My command is probably the first and only regiment of 
partisan rangers organized in Tennessee within the enemy’s lines. It 
is a nucleus around which a larger force may be gathered. In West 
Tennessee there are large supplies, enough for the sustenance of an 
army sufficient to defend the country. These are lost to the cause un- 
less a force is raised to defend the country. Here also are horses and 
mules; these are taken by the enemy whenever he makes a raid. My 
lines, now limited north by the Big Hatchie, might be extended north, 
and thus reach a region of country where there are many soldiers away 
from their commands and many conseripts. I suggest, would it not be 
well enough to encourage the raising of partisan corps within the en- 
my’s lines, and thus avail yourself of a class of men now rendering no 
service to their country? I have made out a requisition for articles 
needed, and hope you will approve it and supply us as soon as practi- 
cable. Captain Harrison and Lieutenant [N.] McMullen will give all 
desirable information as to my wants and the exigencies of the service 
in this region. 

Very respectfully, 
R. V. RICHARDSON, 
Col., Comdg. First Tennessee Regt. Partisan Rangers, OC. 8. A. 
General [BRAXTON] Braga. 
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MARCH 8-12, 1863.—Expedition from Collierville, Tenn. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Martin R. M. Wallace, Fourth Illinois Cavalry. 


: COLLIERVILLE, TENN., Murch 12, 1863. 

Stir: I have the honor to report that at 9.30 a. m., March 9, 1863, in 
pursuance of orders from brigade headquarters, dated Headquarters 
Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, March 8, 1863, I took 210 men of the 
Seventh Kansas Cavalry and 170 of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, and 
proceeded west from Little’s Bridge, on Wolf River (about 3 miles west 
of this place), northeast through Fisherville to the Memphis and Somer- 
ville stage road, where we met 5 of the enemy’s cavalry, who fled at our 
approach ; thence along that road over the Cypress Levee to about 2 
miles east of that place, then turned to the left and proceeded to a little 
village called Wythe Depot, and fed the command. While there, one of 
the troopers, who had been placed on picket, left his post and rede toa 
house near by, for the purpose of (he said) taking prisoner a couple of 
Richardson’s men he had heard were there eating dinner; he was him- 
self taken prisoner, and is now in camp with his parole. Several shots 
were fired at the guard in the road while at this place. From thence 
we proceeded in a northwesterly direction to Jackson’s Mills, on the 
Loosahatchee ; captured near the river 1 of Richardson’s men. Herea 
very unfortunate circumstance occurred. A man by name of Forbes 
being near the road, and seeing my flankers coming through his field, 
armed himself, and on approach of two of the flankers to the house, and 
being ordered by them to come out, refused to do so, but immediately 
fired, cutting the carbine belt and riddling the overcoat of one of the 
soldiers; he then ran to another house and refused to come out. My 
men burst the door open, and rushed in, firing up-stairs at him (he having 
gone there), and be in turn firing at them. One man of Company H, 
Fourth Illinois Cavalry, fell, in the house, badly wounded, and one of 
Company B fell, mortally wounded, and since died. The soldiers imme- 
diately set the house on fire; this brought Forbes out. When I rode up 
it was hardly possible to save the house; it might probably have been 
done if we had nothing else todo. The first words spoken by Forbes 
were, “Oh, gentlemen, I am mistaken,” and from that time protested 
he was a Union man. He was severely wounded in the right arm. We 
left him at his house (being unable to travel). The evidence is over- 
whelming that he is a genuine Union man. 

After disposing of the dead and wounded, I proceeded with the com- 
mand to Galloway Station, on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, about 25 
miles from this place by the road we traveled, not being able to com- 
municate with Colonel Grierson as yet. 

At daylight on the morning of the 10th instant, I proceeded on the 
road north to Concordia. Here’I learned that Colonel Grierson, of the 
Sixth Illinois Cavalry, had, at about 10 o’clock on the day previous, 
surprised Richardson in his camp, and, after a fight of about twenty 
minutes, Richardson and his men fled, leaving their camp an easy prey, . 
which he wholly destroyed. I immediately sent a party to communi- 
_eate with him, and his reply was, he did not know I was out, and I 
might do what I thought proper. 1 also sent a party back to Jackson’s 
Mills to pick up the wounded man and bring him to camp. 

I proceeded with the balance of the command west on Fort Randolph 
road, and after traveling about 2 miles, and just entering the bottom of 
East Beaver Dam Creek, I ran on to asquad of Richardson’s men. The 
advanced guard, under Lieutenant [James] Smith, Company O, Seventh 
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Kansas Cavalry, engaged them, and drove them rapidly along the road. 
I immediately ordered forward Company A, Seventh Kansas, to the 
support of Lieutenant Smith, and they pursued the flying rebels, taking 
several prisoners. When I reached the edge of the bottom with the 
head, of the column, I found the main body of the rebels had Jeft the 
road, turning south. I then ordered back the advance, and took the trail 
of the main body, and followed them into the swamp of Beaver Dam 
Bottom until they had scattered to the four winds of heaven. From 
the best information I could gather, I think there were about 100 in the 
party when we first met them. 

The rain came down in torrents all day, and made the bottoms and 
swamps very difficult to pass over. After becoming satisfied that 
Richardson’s forces were well scattered, I turned back, and proceeded 
to near Galloway Station, the place where I encamped the night previ- 
ous, thence to the Brownsville and Memphis road, thence southwest 
toward Memphis, Tenn., and crossed the Loosahatchee near the house of 
Captain [J. H.] Murry (of Richardson’s command), near Wythe Station, 
on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 

After passing Wythe about 14 miles, the advance guard came upon 
a negro picket, who ran upon our approach to the house of General 
Hayes, at present occupied by his son, A. J. Hayes. The advance 
promptly moved up and surrounded the buildings on the plantation, 
but some of the birds had flown. Col. Robert F. Looney (called Briga- 
dier-General Looney), formerly colonel of the Thirty-eighth Tennessee 
Infantry; Maj. R. A. Sanford, formerly of said regiment, and Capt. 
David Bright, all fled, but were overtaken and captured by the prompt- 
ness of the advance. After securing the prisoners, I encamped the com- 
mand on the plantation. 

At daylight on the morning of the 11th instant, I moved about 1 
mnile to the southwest, toward Memphis, crossing Clear Creek at that 
place, then in a southeasterly direction toward Morning Sun, on the 
Missouri State road to Fisherville, thence to Little’s Bridge, on Wolf 
River. Here I divided the command, sending the Seventh Kansas with 
the prisoners, under Major Merriman, of that regiment, to Germantown, 
with orders to report to Col. A. L. Lee, commanding brigade, and with 
the Fourth Dlinois Cavalry came into camp at this place. 

The following is a list of prisoners, with rank, taken on this ex- 
pedition: Col. Robert F. Looney, Thirty-eighth Tennessee Infantry, 
commanding Partisan Rangers; R. A. Sanford, first lieutenant and 
adjutant Thirty-eighth Tennessee Infantry ; Capt. David Bright, Com- 
pany K, EHighteenth Mississippi Infantry. * 


* * * * * * * 


Colonel Looney professes to have been sent here for the purpose of 
investigating the complaints of citizens against Richardson and his 
command, 1 have talked with several citizens, and they all say that he 
is here for the purpose of recruiting and organizing a cavalry brigade 
in Western Tennessee. I am not prepared to determine the truth of 
the statement. 

Where all acted cheerfully and bravely, it would be invidious to dis- 
criminate. 

Respectfully submitted. 

M. Rk. M. WALLACE, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Detachment 2d Brigade, Cavalry Division. 


Lieut. J. H. PARKER, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* The names of 9 men omitted. 
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MARCH 10-16, 1863.—Scout to La Fayette and Moscow, Tenn., and skirmish. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Licut. Col. Thomas P. Herrick, Seventh Kansas Cavalry. 
No. 2.—Lieut. W. J. Floyd, Peach Creek (Confederate) Rangers. 


No. 1. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas P. Herrick, Seventh Kansas Cavalry. 


Camp ON MouNnT PLEASANT AND EARLY GROVE ROAD, 
March 16, 1863. 

GENERAL: On arriving at Mount Pleasant, this afternoon, I found 
that the enemy had taken the Moscow road, probably with the design of 
attacking a forage train from that direction to-morrow. I followed them 
rapidly, and about 5.30 p. m. came up with 3 pickets. I immediately 
charged at a gallop, in front and on both flanks, hoping to find them 
unprepared either for a fight or arun. They had halted to feed ata 
point on the Mount Pleasant and Moscow road, where two roads diverge, 
one to the northeast and the other south. On coming in, found them 
already in the saddle. They did not stop to fire even a single volley, but 
fled in confusion on both roads toward the south, and rapidly scattered 
into the timber and fields. We pursued them at the best speed of our 
horses for 5 miles, when darkness came on, and we were obliged to re- 
linquish the chase. The result, so far as I have been able to learn, is 3 
killed, 3 wounded, and 6 prisoners; the rest scattered—God only knows 
where. This command numbered 150 men, under [W. R.] Mitchell and 
Floyd; the latter force from the neighborhood of Yazoo Pass. I learned 
that about 100 of the same force crossed Coldwater, southward, last 
night, after the fight with Major [Mindret] Wemple. I shall cross Cold- 
water at an early hour to-morrow morning and try to findthem. Noone 
hurt on our side, and the men spoiling for a fight. 


MORNING, 177TH. 


I crossed Coldwater at an early hour this morning, at Alexandria’s 
Mills. I met Colonel Prince with detachment of three different regiments. 
He had been to Hudsonville, thence down south side of Coldwater. I 
have scoured the country south and west te Queen’s Mills. Nothing 
important has occurred. Captain Utt had a long chase after 25 rebels, 
but their horses were too good. The entire force which attacked Major 
Wemple is now far south of Coldwater, except about 26, who are between 
here and railroad. I shall try and find them, and expect to be in camp 
to-night. 

Respectfully, 
T. P. HERRICK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. A. L. LEE. 


No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. W. J. Floyd, Peach Oreek (Confederate) Rangers. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Peach Creek, Miss., March 27, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the hovor to report that on the 10th instant I left 
camp with 47 men. ; 
The 15th found us near the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, in the 
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northeast corner of Marshall County. Here we encamped for the night. 
About nightfall I took 15 men, and pressing a guide made my [way] 
northward to La Fayette Depot. When we arrived within three-fourths 
of a mile of the depot, we dismounted, leaving the mainroad. We pro- 
ceeded on foot, and within 300 yards of the depot crossed the railroad 
and moved in the direction of some camp fires, supposed to be pickets. 
When we had arrived within 100 yards of them, we halted. I took 1 
man, and advanced near enough to find the exact position and strength 
of the enemy. I found one company of men intrenched, or inside their 
fortifications, in the shape of a half-moon, built of logs and dirt. I 
threw my men in line,and marched up in the rear of this place and 
within 25 or 30 paces of its mouth before we were halted. I had selected 
some men to fire upon the pickets so soon as we were halted by them. 
This was well executed. We then rushed up and poured in a volley of 
buckshot while the enemy were getting over their breastworks. 

We learned from a reliable source that the enemy’s loss was 10 killed 
and wounded and several missing. We sustained no loss, a féw balls 
passing through some of the men’s clothing. 

We fell back to our horses and made our way back to camp about 
sunrise. After stopping two or three hours, we started in the direction 
of Moscow. We fell in with Captain Mitchell, who had about 50 
men. At noon we halted to feed, and about 4 o’clock were attacked by 
the Seventh Kansas Cavalry. We exchanged a few shots with them 
and fell back. The enemy had sent three companies on our left and two 
on our right to cut off our retreat. They captured 6 men of our rear 
guard, viz, J. H. Jones, J. N. McLeod, Adolphus Motley, Samuel John- 
son, J. W. Ward, and P. B. Waldraup. Wehad 1 man wounded slightly 
and 1 horse killed. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
W. J. FLOYD, 
Tieutenant, Commanding Peach Oreek Rangers, 
(Company H, 18th Battalion Mississippi Cavalry). 


Brig. Gen. JAMES R. CHALMERS. 


MARCH 14-27, 1863.—The Steele’s Bayou Expedition (to Rolling Fork, 
Miss., by Muddy, Steele’s, and Black Bayous and Deer Creek), with skir- 
mishes (21st and 22d) on Deer Creek and (24th and 25th) on Black Bayou. 


RHAPORTS.* 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. 8. Army, commanding Fifteenth Army 
: Corps. 

No. 2.—Brig, Gen, David Stuart, U. 8S. Army, commanding Second Division. 

No. 3.—Col. Giles A. Smith, Eighth Missouri Infantry, commanding First Brigade. 

No. 4.—Col. George B. Hoge, One hundred and thirteenth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 5.—Col. Thomas Kilby Smith, Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No. 6.—Lieut. Col. Americus V. Rice, Fifty-seventh Ohio Infantry, commanding 
regiment and Second Brigade. 


* For reports of Actg. Rear-Admiral David D. Porter and Lieut. Commanders James 
P. Foster, Watson Smith, and John G. Walker, U.S, Navy, see Annual Report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863, 
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No. 7.—Col. Hamilton N. Eldridge, One hundred and twenty-seventh Illinois In- 
fantry. 

No, 8.—Capt. Benjamin H. Myers, Eighty-third Indiana Infantry. 

No. 9.—Lieut. Col. Cyrus W. Fisher, Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 10.—Capt. John McClure, Fifty-seventh Ohio Infantry. 

No. 11.—Brig. Gen. Hugh Ewing, U. 8S. Army, commanding Third Brigade. 

No. 12.—Lieut. Col. Theodore Jones, Thirtieth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 13.—Col. Edward Siber, Thirty-seventh Ohio Infantry. 

No. 14.—Col. Augustus C. Parry, Forty-seventh Ohio Infantry. 

No. 15.—Col. Joseph A. J. Lightburn, Fourth West Virginia Infantry. 

No. 16.—Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C. 8. Army, commanding district. 

No. 17.—Maj. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, C. 8. Army, commanding division. 

No. 18.—Brig. Gen. Winfield S. Featherston, C. S. Army, commanding brigade. 

No. 19.—Brig. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, C. §. Army, commanding brigade. 

No. 20.—Col. Samuel W. Ferguson, C. 8. Army, commanding detachment. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. S. Army, commanding 
Fifteenth Army Corps. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Deer Creek, March 16, 1863. 


DEAR Sir: I came up Steele’s Bayou and overtook the fleet of iron- 
clads just before they reached Deer Creek. Tour of them have gone up 
Deer Creek to Rolling I’ork Cut-off, thence into Sunflower, thence into 
Yazoo, just below Yazoo City. The Louisville remains here, but goes 
up the moment I can get a guard through to this point. Deer Creek 
is not as large nor has it as much current as I expected, but the water 
is deep and narrow. ‘The iron-clads push their way along unharmed, 
but the trees and overhanging limbs tear the wooden boats all to 
pieces. I found the Diligent nearly up to the fleet, and they have been 
at work to-day, but most of the time were engaged in collecting rafts 
whereon to stand whilst cutting trees. I don’t think any boat can as 
yet come through this Black Bayou, but I will push the work. 

There is no high land here, nor is the route practicable for troops 
unless the admiral cleans out the Yazoo and secures the mouth of 
Deer Creek, when I might use Deer Creek as the route for a diverting 
force. The main attack on Haynes’ Bluff must be in larger boats, di- 
rectly up the main Yazoo. None but my small boats can navigate Deer 
Creek. I don’t think we can make a lodgment on high land by this 
route, on account of the difficulty of navigation. 

The admiral wants me to hold this place secure for him whilst he 
- operates above, and I will undertake it. We are only 25 miles by land 
from Haynes’ Bluff, but I don’t apprehend they will do worse than send 
a party up to ascertain our strength and purposes. One brigade (Giles 
A. Smith’s) is as much as should be sent here till the trees are cut away. 

The plantation here is not more than 3 feet above water, and is the 
same kind of ground we have on the Mississippi. 

I send the Diligent back, having landed the Eighth Missouri here, 
and arranged for bringing it through the bayou in a coal-barge towed 
by a tug. 

Feel Thrie will describe the topegraphical features of this locality. 


Yours, truly, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. Ui. §. GRANT. 
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, — 
Camp at intersection of Black Bayou and Deer Creek, Miss., 
March 21, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, in pursuance of Major-General 
Grants instructions of the 15th instant, I ordered the Eighth Missouri, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman in command, with 50 pioneers, to embark 
on the steamer Diligent, and to proceed with all dispatch up the Yazoo, 
and clean out the channel leading thence up Steele’s Bayou. 

This party subsequently received instructions to follow the admiral 
up Steele’s Bayou to the Big Black, and proceed to clear it of overhang- 
ing trees, and in person I repaired on board the flag-ship Black Hawk, 
and at daylight on the morning of the 16th, in the tug Fern, I followed, 
overtook the Diligent in Steele’s Bayou, and passed on and overtook 
the fleet of gunboats just as they were entering Deer Creek. 

There I met Admiral Porter, with whom in a tug I proceeded up about 
3 miles to Fore’s plantation, and returned to this point. My orders 
were to see as to the practicability of moving my corps from Young’s 
Point to some tenable position on the main land east of the Yazoo, from 
which to operate against Vicksburg and the Yazoo forts at Haynes’ 
Bluff. Admiral Porter proposed to move up Deer Creek to the Rolling 
Fork, thence into Sunflower, and so on to the Yazoo, below Yazoo City, 
and he first proposed to leave one gunboat, the Louisville, at this point, 
and to reconnoiter with the other four and the tugs. 

I was to remain here till he went above. The same night, Monday, 
he sent orders back for the Louisville to follow, whereupon I disem- 
barked the Highth Missouri at this point as a guard, and set the pio- 
neers to work in cleaning away the trees and brush in Black Bayou. 
This is about 4 miles long, narrow, crooked, and filled with trees. 

The heavy iron-clads could force their way through, pressing aside 
the bushes and trees, but the transports could not follow. The Highth 
Missouri passed through on a coal-barge, drawn by a navy tug. Other 
pioneers and negroes have been sent up by Major-General Grant, among 
them two companies of Colonel Bissell’s regiment, all of whom are busy, 
and have so far progressed in their work that yesterday the Eagle and 
Silver Wave came up far enough to land two regiments, viz, the Sixth 
Missouri and the One hundred and sixteenth Llinois, at the first ground 
above water from the Yazoo to thjs point. They have backed out and 
gone down to Eagle Bend for more troops. 

On Tuesday, in a tug, I reconnoitered up Steele’s Bayou to see if I 
could reach the Rolling Fork by that route, but found it utterly im- 
practicable for a small tug, much less a transport. All the country on 
both sides was deep under water. I next examined the left fork up to 
and beyond the Tallulah Bridge, but the bridge is swept away and the 
road deep under water. Indeed, all the country bordering Steele’s 
Bayou is submerged swamp. Satisfied that the only dry land in this 
climate was to be found here on Deer Creek, I returned, and renewed 
the orders to push the work in clearing out Black Bayou. 

Learning that General Stuart’s division, of my corps, had been sent 
up to the Muddy Bayou, I proceeded down on Thursday to see what 
progress they were making in getting across to Steele’s Bayou, and found 
the division there, with two regiments, the Sixth Missouri and One 
hundred and sixteenth Illinois, embarked in the Silver Wave, which 
started out, and General Stuart accompanied me. Our tug broke her 
rudder, and in the night carried away the smoke-stack, which disabled 
her all day yesterday; but she is now repaired, and will be used in tow- 
ing an empty coal-barge freighted with soldiers as they arrive. 
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On my way up, I met a messenger from Admiral Porter,* reporting 
continued obstructions in his way, and that in the end be would want 
10,000 men to hold the country, that he might remove the obstructions. 
I wrote him at once of the delays in getting forward men to this point, 
and that it was a physical impossibility for us to reach his boats with 
anything like that force, but I would hurry up the troops of Stuart?s + 
division to this point,t which is really the first high, or, rather, dry 
ground. But it does not fulfill any of General Grant’s conditions, for 
we cannot reach the Yazoo from this point by land or water. I sent 
you Admiral Porter’s letter by General Stuart. 

About 3 a. m. to-day I received another letter from Admiral Porter, 
telling me that he was still in Deer Creek, and that his passage was 
obstructed by the enemy, and asked me to hurry up to co-operate. 
But as the great bulk of my corps is still behind, it would be improper 
for me to pass beyond all reach of them, and I have accordingly sent 
up Col. Giles A. Smith, with all of his brigade now up, with orders to 
march up the east bank of Deer Creek to the gunboats. He got off 
about daylight, and has 21 miles to march. The admiral is, doubtless, 
concerned for the safety of his gunboats, and with propriety. 

Deer Creek is a narrow, sluggish stream, full of willow bushes and 
overhanging trees, through which nothing but keel boats have usually 
plied. His iron-clads move like snails, but with great power, forcing 
all saplings and bushes and drift aside, but the channel is useless tous 
in a wilitary way. It cannot be used at this present stage of water. 
Its banks are usually from 1 to 3 feet above water, and the road keeps 
upon the river bank a natural levee. There are a series of well-im- 
proved plantations the whole distance, and provisions are abundant; 
that is, cattle, sheep, hogs, and poultry. The wagon road will be use- 
less at this season, as the wheels would cut to the hubs in the damp, 
low places, on which troops can march very well. If we want to op- 
erate along this narrow strip of Jand, of course the creek must be used 
to carry all articles of ammunition or subsistence other than what the 
men have on their backs. 

My own impression is that the enemy have so obstructed Rolling 
Fork Bayou that it will be absolutely impassable to the admiral’s fleet, 
and it will be a difficult and dangerous task to withdraw it safely back 
to Steele’s Bayou and deep, navigable water. He must go through to 
Rolling Fork to turn his boats, but I understand the fleet is now within 
a mile of Rolling Fork. I will bring forward Stuart’s division as fast 
as possible, and get it here, and it may be prudent to send Steele’s 
division to the same point, that we may have a force sufficient for any 
possible contingency. 

I have heard some considerable cannonading above this morning, 
which was doubtless from the gunboats, but it ceased after about an 
hour. I suppose the admiral was shelling the channel to protect his 
working parties. The enemy has a quicker route to reach Rolling Fork 
than we. Their boats can go from Yazoo City or Haynes’ Bluff directly 
up the Sunflower, which is a large, good stream, and Rolling Fork is 
only 7 miles long, and I understand the levee along it is continuous 
and above water.. To reach this point, which is 21 miles from the fleet, 
we have to disembark at Muddy Bayou, march across to Steele’s, ferry 
up 28 miles to the mouth of Black Bayou, and again transfer to a coal- 
barge, and tow up about 2 miles before we find the first land. Thence 
to this point is 24 miles, and 2L up to the fleet. We were not and are 


* See Addenda, p. 436. t See inclosure to Featherston’s report of March 21, p. 457, 
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not prepared to move troops in this way, but I will keep everything 
moving as fast as I can, but you know the difficulty of managing de- 
tached boats in small, crooked streams, where overhanging boughs and 
submerged trees obstruct their progress at every quarter of a mile. 

The three regiments which have gone up to the admiral ought to. 
reach him about 5 p. m., and if I can possibly get the Second Brigade 
up to-day or to-night, I will also send them forward, as they will cover 
the advance of the fleet; but, so far as accomplishing the original ob- 
ject, viz, finding a practicable point on the east bank of the Yazoo 
whereon to disembark my corps, I pronounce it impossible by any 
channel communicating with Steele’s Bayou. If the fleet pushes be- 
yond Rolling Fork, we can hold that point or this, and thereby enable 
the admiral to use his whole fleet. The Price is still in Steele’s Bayou, 
and cannot pass through Black Bayou. Captain [Selim D,| Woodworth, 
her commander, expects the wooden gunboat Linden every hour, and 
thinks she can pass to this point. I only have the Eagle and Silver 
Wave to ferry troops up from Muddy Bayou, and expect the Diligent 
up every hour—she is past due—and will set her to work at once in 
bringing up men. 

I take it for granted the five iron-clad gunboats can fight anything 
that can be brought against them, and land forces are only needed to 
cover the ground, to enable them to clean out obstructions. 

If you want me to hold Deer Creek country, please so order it, and 
also how far you want me to proceed. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Col. JoHN A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Tennessee. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Camp, before Vicksburg, March 29, 1863. 


Sir: [ had the honor to report to you the result of my observations 
on the projected route to the Yazoo, by way of Steele’s Bayou, up to 
the 21st of March. On that day I was at Hill’s plantation, on Deer 
Creek, where Black Bayou enters it, and had sent forward to Admiral 
Porter all the troops then with me, viz, the Sixth and Eighth Missouri 
and One hundred and twenty-seventh Illinois, under the command of 
Col. Giles A. Smith, with orders to march up the east bank of Deer 
re to the vicinity of Rolling Fork, and there report to Admiral 

orter. 

At that time the admiral had advanced up Deer Creek with five iron- 
clads, but before reaching Rolling Fork had found the creek so full of 
growing trees and willows that his progress was slower than he had 
calculated, and the enemy had begun further to obstruct his progress 
by felling trees in the channel and firing from ambush on his working 
parties when exposed on the decks or on the banks of the stream. I 
had, at his call, sent forward every man then with me, and had put in 
ae all my steamboats to bring forward more troops from Eagle 

end. 

By night three steamboat loads had arrived at the foot of Black 
Bayou, and were transferred to the first visible ground above water, at 
a point on the south shore of Black Bayou, about 14 miles from its 
mouth and 23 miles from Hill’s plantation. I conducted them through 


Cuar, XXXVI] THE STEELE’S BAYOU EXPEDITION, ETC. _ 435 


the dense canebrake, by lighted candles, up to the plantation that night, 
and on the next morning (March 22), without means of transportation or 
other facilities, save what we carried on our persons, we marched over 
the same road which had been traveled by Colonel Smith. 

These troops were the battalion of the Thirteenth Regulars and the 
One hundred and thirteenth Illinois Infantry, being the remainder of 
Col. Giles A. Smith’s brigade, and the Highty-third Indiana, One hun- 
dred and sixteenth Illinois, Fifty-fourth and Fifty-seventh Ohio, com- 
manded by the senior officer present, Lieutenant-Colonel Rice, of the 
Fifty-seventh Ohio. 

Having reason to believe, from the sound of artillery in the direction 
of the fleet, the enemy to be in force near the gunboats, we hastened 
forward, and shortly after noon came to a detachment of the Eighth 
Missouri, stationed at Indian Mound, to prevent the enemy from fell- 
ing trees in Deer Creek to the rear of the fleet, and about 3 p. m. our 
advance guard, under the command of Captain [Edward C.] Washing- 
ton, came in contact with the enemy. 

Our arrival was very opportune, and the two leading battalions pushed 
the enemy along the swamp in rear of the plantation fields that bordered 
Deer Creek for about 2 miles, and until they were to the north and rear 
of the gunboat fleet. In person I pushed along the bayou road till I 
met Colonel Smith coming down to interpose between this same party 
and his outlying detachment. 

As soon as possible I communicated with the admiral, and learned 
that he had found the route far more difficult than he had been led to 
believe, and, owing to natural and artificial obstacles to his advance, he 
had abandoned the attempt to reach the Yazoo, and at the time of my 
meeting him was in the act of backing down Deer Creek. I accord- 
ingly made the necessary dispositions to cover his boats while engaged 
in this slow and tedious process. 

The progress was slow, consuming all of the 22d, 23d, and part of the 
24th of March, when the fleet again reached Black Bayou, at Hill’s plan- 
tation. Not a shot was fired at the gunboats after we drove the enemy 
back on first encountering him. The enemy hung upon the rear of our 
column, but would not come within reach. 

We remained at Hill’s plantation all of the 25th, during which day 
the enemy appeared at Fore’s plantation, about 3 miles above Hill’s, 
displaying three regiments of infantry and some cavalry. 

I endeavored to draw them within range, but they came no nearer. 
Admiral Porter left the fleet at that point on the morning of the 25th, 
and I proposed to remain for some days, but on the morning ef the 26th 
I received General Grant’s note of March 22, and a note addressed to 
the admiral by his flag-captain, [K. Randolph] Breese, which the ad- 
miral had sent up to me, urging the immediate return to the mouth of 
the Yazoo of the fleet for certain reasons therein set forth; and having 
sent scouts well to the front, I concluded that the enemy had no design 
to come nearer than Watson’s, 5 miles above. I determined to return. 
Accordingly, at noon that day pickets were drawn in, all the men and 
working parties were embarked on the gunboats and transports, and we 
returned to our original camps, reaching them in the night of March 27. 

I now inclose a map made by Lieutenant Pitzman, topographical en- 
gineer, showing the route as traveled.* Hence to the mouth of Cypress 
Bayou (12 miles) the navigation is good. Thence up Cypress 5 miles, 
also good. Thence7 miles to Muddy Bayou ; channel deep but crooked; 


*Not found. 


436 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. [Cuar. XXXVI 


boats experience much trouble from short bends and overhanging trees. 
Thence 20 miles up Steele’s Bayou; good navigation for small boats. 
Thence 4 miles through Black Bayou; navigation has been much im- 
proved by our pioneers, but is still impracticable to any save iron boats ; 
wooden boats would be all torn to pieces. Thence 30 miles up Deer 
Creek; water deep but channel narrow, crooked, and filled with young 
willows, which bind the boats and make navigation difficult, and the 
banks along the whole length are lined with heavy trees and over- 
hanging branches that tear down chimneys and carry away pilot-houses, 
stanchions, and all wood-work. 

I did not see the Roiling Fork, but without hesitation I pronounce 
Black Bayou and Deer Creek useless to us as a military channel. 

All the country along Steele’s Bayou and Black Bayou is under 
water, but along Deer Creek are many fine plantations, well stocked 
with mules, cattle, sheep, hogs, corn, and cotton. 

Our expedition being chiefly for reconnaissance and partially. to pro- 
tect the gunboats, we went no farther than these objects required. 

LTinelose the report of Col. Giles A. Smith and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rice, and being myself along, bear testimony to the alacrity of the 
troops, their eagerness to pursue the enemy, and the cheerfulness with 
which they marched in rain and mud. 

I feel assured Admiral Porter will admit we rendered him and _ his 
fleet good service, as without our presence it would have cost him many 
valuable lives to have extricated his boats while the banks of Deer 
Creek were lined by the enemy’s sharpshooters, against whom his heavy 
ordnance could not well be brought to bear. 

We lost but 2 men—one of the Sixth Missouri and one of the Highty- 
third Indiana—whose names are given in the appropriate places. 

In order that the general may fully understand the disposition made 
of the troops sent on this expedition, I inclose the reports of Brigadier- 
General Stuart, commanding the division, and his brigadiers, Cols. 
Giles A. Smith, T. Kilby Smith, and Hugh Ewing; also of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Rice, who commanded the Second Brigade in its march up 
Deer Creek and back. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding Fifteenth Army Corps. 

Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Tennessee. 


ADDENDA. 


DEER CREEK, March 19, 1863. 
General [SHERMAN]: 

We are within 1$ miles of Rolling Fork, having undergone an im- 
mensity of labor. Had the way been as good as represented to me, I 
should have been in Yazoo City by this time; but we have been de- 
layed by obstructions which I did not mind much, and the little willows, 
which grow so thick that we stuck fast hundreds of times, 

I beg that you will shove up troops to us at once. I am holding the 
mouth of Rolling Fork against [Wirt] Adams’ troops, which have at- 
tacked our 200 men. We have only two pieces of artillery; they have 
six, and 200 men. We should take possession here at once with the 
army. There is everything here the heart of a soldier could desire: 
everything in abundance. Please send; it takes all my men to defend 
the position I have taken. Ithink the distance is only 14 miles by land. 
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I shall look for these re-enforcements. I send you a dispatch from 
Captain Murphy. Please send on troops. 

I think a large force will be used to block us up here. We must have 
every soldier to hold the country or they will do it. Our difficulties 
increase. 

Truly yours, &c., 
DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


P. S.—I think 10,000 troops could be transported here rapidly from 
abreast of Island 93, below Bunch’s Bend, Mississippi River. We will 
require that many here before we get through with this matter. 


{Indorsement. ] 

MARcH 21—8 a. mn. 
Received midnight March 19-20, answered March 20, describing state 
of facts at the moment. . All the country but Deer Creek and Missis- 
sippi levees under water. Sixth and Eighth Missouri and One hundred 
and Sixteenth Illinois are up. Balance of Stuart’s division at Muddy 

Bayou. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


No. 2. 


Report of Brig. Gen. David Stuart, U. 8. Army, commanding Second 
Division. 


HpqQrs. SECOND DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Youngs Point, La., March 29, 1863. 

Sir: In pursuance of an order of General Grant, I embarked the 
troops of the Second Division on transports at Young’s Point, on the 
morning of the 17th instant, with the exception of the’ Fifty-fifth Ili- 
nois, then absent on other duty, and the Eighth Missouri, which had 
preceded us on the 16th, by order of General Sherman. My instructions 
were to debark at Eagle Bend, on the river, and cross the plantation 

‘near Muddy Bayou, to Steele’s Bayou; there to embark on transports 
and move up to Rolling Fork, reporting to Major-General Sherman. 

Arriving about 1 p. m. at Eagle Bend, I reconnoitered’the ground, and 
found it impassable for the troops without the construction of rafts and 
bridges. A suggestion from a citizen that the crossing might be effected 
some 20 miles above, near Tallulah, induced me to dispatch Col. Giles 
A. Smith, commanding First Brigade, with his boat, to reconnoiter 
that point. Meanwhile I proceeded to construct a crossing at Hagle 
Bend, using for the purpose the negro huts and frame of the cotton-gin 
found on the plantation belonging, as I learned, in part to Senator 

[William M.] Gwin,-of California. 

At night I returned to Young’s Point to acquaint Major-General 
Grant with the condition of things, and receive his instructions. The 
general informed me that he had ordered his boat, the Magnolia, to 
move up to our rendezvous at 1 o’clock that night, and that he would 

- join-us at daylight. 

On my return to Eagle Bend, Col. Giles A. Smith reported to me, as 
the result of his exploration, that the country back of Tallulah was 
submerged, and that it was impracticable for the passage of troops. 
General Grant arriving, passed over the route, and ordering it pro- 
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ceeded with as rapidly as possible, I pushed it with all the force I 
could employ upon it. 

I passed the troops over it on the 19th, and embarked 950 men on 
the Silver Wave, the only boat reporting for the service. I met Gen- 
eral Sherman on a tug, at the mouth of Muddy Bayou, while embark- 
ing for the first trip. We landed at the first piece of dry land on Black 
Bayou, about 14 miles below Hill’s plantation. General Sherman re- 
maining with the troops, I returned on the Silver Wave, to push for- 
ward the remainder of the troops. Another load by the Wave I landed 
at the mouth of Black Bayou, and transferred them on a flat-boat to 
the landing above mentioned. <A third trip by the Wave, and two each 
by the Diligent and Eagle, transported the entire command. 

Arriving at Hill’s plantation on the morning of the 25d instant with 
General Ewing’s brigade, I soon received an order from General Sher- . 
man, advising me that the gunboats and troops were on their return 
march, and instructing me to send out a regiment to meet them some 4 
miles out. I dispatched at once the Fourth West Virginia, established 
a, strong picket on the west side of Deer Creek, with a regiment thrown 
out some 4 miles in that direction, and awaited the return of the troops. 

On the 24th, General Sherman, with the troops and gunboats, came 
back. We remained at Hill’s plantation until the 26th, awaiting some 
threatening demonstrations of the enemy; but finding they had no in- 
tention of coming near us, but seemed a mere hovering party, General 
Sherman ordered the re-embarkation of the troops,and about 3 o’clock 
in the afternoon we descended the Black Bayou and arrived at Young’s 
Point on the evening of the 27th. 

The few casualties are referred to in the reports of my brigade com- 
manders, to which I beg leave respectfully to refer. 

I take leave to compliment Major Vance, Fourth West Virginia, who 
was detailed as a field officer in command of the details ordered from 
each regiment to accompany and guard the stores on the Silver Wave. 
He was of very great service and assistance to me in every way, in 
embarking and disembarking, distributing and regulating the distribu- 
tion of the rations, ammunition, &c. Heis a very faithful, assiduous, 
and intelligent officer. 

Colonel Parry, with his Forty-seventh Ohio Regiment, built the road, 
rafts, and bridges across the plantation at Muddy Bayou. I never knew 
a regiment do so much and so good a work in so short atime. They 
are the best set’of men I have had to do with in the army, and Colonel 
Parry himself one of the most energetic of officers. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. STUART, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Capt. L. M. DAyTon, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 3. 


Report of Col. Giles A. Smith, Highth Missouri Infantry, commanding 
First Brigade. 
Hpgrs. First Bric., Seconp Div., Firrerentry A. C., 
Young's Point, La., March 28, 1863. 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the movements of the First 


cue in the expedition up Steele’s Bayou, Black Bayou, and Deer 
reek. 
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The Sixth Missouri and One hundred and sixteenth linois Regi- 
ments embarked at the mouth of Muddy Bayou on the evening of 
Thursday, March 18 [19], and proceeded up Steele’s Bayou to the 
mouth of Black; thence up Black Bayou to Hills plantation and june- 
tion with Deer Creek, where we arrived on Friday at 4 p.m., where we 
joined the Highth Missouri, Lieutenant.Colonel Coleman commanding, 
which had arrived at that point two days before. General Sherman 
had also established his headquarters here, having preceded the Eighth 
Missouri in a tug, with no other escort than two or three of his per- 
sonal staff, reconnoitering all the different bayous and branches, thereby 
greatly facilitating the movements of the troops, but at the same time 
exposing himself beyond precedent in a commanding general. 

At 3 o’clock on Saturday morning, the 20th [21st] instant, General 
Sherman having received a communication from Admiral Porter, at the 
mouth of Rolling Fork, asking for a speedy: co-operation of the land 
forces with his fleet, I was ordered by General Sherman to be ready 
with all the available force at that point to accompany him to his relief; 
but before starting it was arranged that I should proceed, with the force 
at hand (800 men), while he remained, again entirely unprotected, to 
hurry up the troops expected to arrive that night, consisting of the 
Thirteenth Infantry and One hundred and thirteenth Illinois Volun- 
teers, completing my brigade, and the Second Brigade, Col. T. Kilby 
Smith commanding. 

This, as the sequel showed, proved a very wise measure, and resulted 
in the safety of the whole fleet. At daybreak we were in motion with 
a negro guide. We had proceeded but about 6 miles when we found 
the enemy had been very busy felling trees to obstruct the creek. All 
the negroes along the route had been notified to be ready at nightfall to 
continue the work. To prevent this as much as possible, I ordered all 
able-bodied negroes to be taken along, and warned some of the principal 
inhabitants that they would be held responsible for any more obstruc. 
tions being placed across the creek. 

We reached the admiral about 4 p. m., with no opposition save my 
advance guard (Company A, Sixth Missouri) being fired into from the 
opposite side of the creek, killing 1 man and slightly wounding another. 
Having no way of crossing, we had to content ourselves by driving 
them beyond musket-range, and, proceeding with as little loss of time as 
possible, I found the fleet obstructed in front by fallen trees and in rear 
by a sunken coal-barge, and surrounded by a large force of rebels with 
an abundant supply of artillery, but wisely keeping their main force out 
of range of the admiral’s guns. Every tree and stump covered a sharp- 
shooter, ready to pick off any luckless marine who showed his head 
above decks, and entirely preventing working parties from removing 
obstructions. os 

In pursuance of orders from General Sherman, I reported to Admiral 
Porter for orders, who turned over to me all the land forces in his fleet, 
about 150 men, together with two howitzers, and was instructed by him 
to retain a sufficient force to clear out the sharpshooters, and distribute 
the remainder along the creek for 6 or 7 miles, to prevent any more 
obstructions being placed in it during the night. This was speedily 
arranged, our skirmishers capturing 3 prisoners. Bae 

Immediate steps were now taken to remove the coal-barge, which was 
accomplished about daylight on Sunday morning, when the fleet moved 
back toward Black Bayou. By 3 p.m. we had only marched about 6 
miles, owing to the large number of trees to be removed. At this point, 
where our progress was very slow, we discovered a long line of the en- 
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emy filing along the edge of the woods and taking position on the creek, 
about 1 mile ahead of our advance, Shortly after, they opened fire on 
the gunboats from batteries behind the cavalry and infantry. The boats 
not only replied to the battery, which they soon silenced, but poured a 
destructive fire into their lines. Heavy skirmishing was also heard in 
our front, supposed to be three companies from the Sixth and Highth 
Missouri, whose position, taken the previous night to guard the creek, 
was beyond the point reached by the enemy, and consequently liable to 
be cut off or captured. 

Captain [Elias K.] Owen, of the Louisville, the leading boat, made 
every effort to go through the obstructions and aid in rescuing the men. 
J ordered Major Kirby, with four companies of the Sixth Missouri, for- 
ward, with two companies deployed. He soon met General Sherman, 
with the Thirteenth Infantry and One hundred and thirteenth Llinois, 
driving the enemy before them and opening communication along the 
creek with the gunboats. Instead of our three companies referred to 
engaging the enemy, General Sherman had arrived at a very opportune 
moment with the two regiments mentioned above and the Second Bri- 
gade. The enemy not expecting an attack from that quarter, after some 
hot skirmishing retreated. General Sherman immediately ordered the 
Thirteenth Infantry and the One hundred and thirteenth Illinois to 
pursue, but after following their trace for about 2 miles they were re- 
called. We continued our march for about 2 miles, when we bivouacked 
for the night. 

Early on Monday morning, March 22 [23], we continued our march, 
but owing to the slow progress of the gunboats did not reach Hill’s 
plantation until Tuesday, the 23d [24th] instant, where we remained 
until the 25th [26th], then re-embarked and arrived at Young’s Point 
on Friday, the 27th instant. Below you will find a list of casualties.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GILES A. SMITH, 
Colonel Highth Missouri Volunteers, Comdg. First Brigade. 


Capt. C. McDONALD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—I forgot to state above that the Thirteenth Infantry and One 
hundred and thirteenth Illinois, being under the immediate command 
of General Sherman, he can mention them as their conduct deserves. 


Gira: 
No. 4. 
Report of Col. George B. Hoge, One hundred and thirteenth Illinois In- 
Santry. 


Hpgrs. 113TH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Young’s Point, La., March 28, 1863. 

COLONEL: I would respectfully submit the following report of my 
command, the Thirteenth U.S. Infantry and the One hundred and thir- 
teenth Illinois Infantry, in the skirmish on Deer Creek, near Rolling 
Fork, March 22, 1863: 

While marching, as per order of General Sherman, when within about 
3 miles of Rolling Fork, my advance guard, under command of Captain 


* Shows 1 man killed and 3 men wounded. 
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Washington, of the Thirteenth U.S. Infantry, were fired into by the 
enemy. I ordered Captain Washington to deploy his command as skir- 
mishers, and advance in a southwesterly direction about 200 yards. I 
then marched my command forward to within a short distance of where 
the first skirmishing took place, and there formed the line of battle. 
Previous to forming the line of battle, I ordered Captain Williams, of 
the One hundred and thirteenth Regiment Hlinois Volunteers, to deploy 
his company as skirmishers, his right resting on Captain Washington’s 
left. After line of battle was formed, I ordered Captains Ewing and 
Irish, and Lieutenant Knox, of the Thirteenth U.S. Infantry, to deploy 
their commands as skirmishers on the line running north and south. I 
then advanced my command in line of battle about 200 yards, when I 
halted, awaiting a report from the skirmishers, which was brought to 
me by the adjutant of the Thirteenth U.S. Infantry. I then advanced 
till I came close on to the skirmishers, when I varied the direction some- 
what of the skirmishers, inclining to the north, and ordered all the skir- 
mishers to keep theircommands as nearly ona line as possible. The skir- 
mishers having driven the enemy very rapidly, and not being able to 
follow them in line of battle, I changed my command from line of battle 
into the march by column, and followed the skirmishers as closely as 
possible. When within about 14 miles of Rolling Fork, I halted the 
column and drew in the skirmishers. I then marched my command in 
a southeasterly direction until I came to the Deer Creek road, when I 
again halted, and the skirmishers all reported. Ithen countermarched, 
and marched down Deer Creek road, when I had the honor to report to 
you. 

Casualties, 1 man wounded in the ankle, in Captain Washington’s 
company, Thirteenth U.S. Infantry. apa: 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. B. HOGH, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Col. GILES A. SMITH, 
Commanding First Brigade, Second Division. 


No 5. 


Report of Col. Thomas Kilby Smith, Fiftyfourth Ohio Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade. 


Hpars. SEconD Bric., SECOND Div., FIFTEENTH A. C., 
Camp opposite Vicksburg, March 27, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by four regiments of the Second Brigade, under my command, in 
the late expedition in aid of Admiral Porter. (The Fifty-fifth Illinois 
was ordered on special service the 15th instant, under command of Brig- 
adier-General Ransom, and did not report back to my command till the 
26th instant.) 

On the morning of the 17th instant, the brigade was embarked at 
Young’s Point upon transports, and, proceeding up the Mississippi 
River, landed at Kagle Bend, from whence a bridge and road sufficient 
for the passage of infantry was constructed to Steele’s Bayou by details 
from the division. ; 

On the evening of the 19th, the brigade was debarked, and, marching 
to Steele’s Bayou, bivouacked near its intersection with Muddy Bayou, 
At this time I placed the command with Lieutenant-Colonel Rice, of the 


442 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. [Cuap. XXXVI 


Fifty-seventh Ohio, the senior officer of the brigade, and, in company 
with Generals Sherman and Stuart, proceeded up Steele’s Bayou in a 
tug, to reconnoiter and prepare the way for the transit of troops. The 
bayou was tortuous and overhung with trees, whose branches seriously 
impeded the passage of transports. Great skill and constant vigilance 
on the part of navigators was required to keep these from irreparable 
injury; the sinking of a boat would have been fatal to the expedition 
and resulted in disaster to the gunboat fleet. 

I remained with General Stuart, aiding him in facilitating the em- 
barkation and debarkation of troops until the whole division was landed 
at the mouth of Black Bayou. By misunderstanding, I was prevented 
from joining my own brigade at Hill’s plantation, 2 miles above, it hav- 
ing marched before my arrival at that point, where I expected to meet 
it with the residue of the troops. The brigade, therefore, remained under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Rice, to whose report, forwarded 
herewith, I respectfully refer for its proceedings from the evening of the 
2ist to the morning of the 24th instant. While I was mortified at being 
separated from my soldiers, my perfect confidence in the ability of this 
fine officer left me no apprehension as to his conduct of the command. 

You will observe by his report that, on the morning of the 22d, the 
brigade marched up the east bank of Deer Creek, and having, in co- 
operation with the First Brigade, extricated Admiral Porter and his 
gunboats from their perilous position, returned to Hill’s plantation at 
11 a.m. of the 24th instant. Here it bivouacked. 

At noon on the 25th instant, I ordered the Highty-third Indiana, Colo- 
nel Spooner commanding, io take position on Fore’s plantation, a mile 
or more distant from Hill’s, as an advance post, a body of cavalry and 
regiments of infantry from the enemy making demonstration in that 
direction. With these a sharp skirmish ensued, and Private William 
Lathrop, of Company G, Highty-third Indiana, was killed, the only 
casualty or accident of any kind I have to report. 

In. the engagement the regiment sustained its high reputation, and 
for minute particulars l respectfully refer you to the report of then Cap- 
tain (now Lieutenant-Colonel) Myers. 

At the close of evening, the Highty-third was withdrawn from the 
front, and the following day (26th) the brigade was embarked, with 
other troops, upon the transports Silver Wave and Eagle, and, after an 
exciting passage through the bayous into the Yazoo, debarked at the 
lower landing of Young’s Point on the 27th, from whence it marched, in 
good order, to camp on the levee. 

It is usual, in reports of this character, to compliment officers and sol- 
diers, and because the custom is common the compliment loses value ; 
yet I cannot, in justice to the hardy veterans of the Second Brigade, let 
the opportunity pass without once more testifying to the courage, con- 
stancy, and uncomplaining fortitude that sustains them under every 
exposure, fatigue, and privation. The whistling of bullets is as familiar 
to their ears as household words. Danger they scorn, and the cheerful- 
ness with which they encounter hardships is beyond all praise. 

Respectfully referring to the accompanying reports of regimental 
commanders, with request that they be returned at some future time for 
copy, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, ; 

THOS. KILBY SMITH, 
Col., Comdg. Second Brig., Second Div., Fifteenth Army Corps. 


Capt. C. McDONALD, 
A. A. G., 2d Div., 15th Army Corps, Dept. of the Tennessee. 
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No. 6. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. Americus V. Rice, Vifty-seventh Ohio Infantry, 
commanding regiment and Second Brigade. 


Hpgrs. FIFTY-SEVENTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Young’s Point, La., March 28, 1863. 


CoLONEL: Agreeably to your order on March 19, I took command 
of the Second Brigade, Second Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, it being 
at the time on the march from Eagle Bend to Steele’s Bayou. I dis- 
posed the brigade along Steele’s Bayou and Muddy Bayou to the best 
possible advantage, where we remained until 12 m. March 21. At this 
time you returned from a reconnaissance up the bayou, and put the 
Fifty-fourth and Fifty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry on the steamer 
FKagle, the Eighty-third Indiana on the Silver Wave, and the One 
hundred: and twenty-seventh Illinois on the Diligent. That evening the 
brigade arrived at Hill’s plantation, on the Black Bayou. 

On the morning of the 22d, by the order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman, 
Lagain assumed command of the Second Brigade. At 8 o’clock, by 
order of General Sherman, I put the brigade in line of march, following 
the First Brigade, the Fifty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry in advance. 
We marched up the east bank of Deer Creek about 10 miles, when I 
heard brisk firing by the advance guard of the First Brigade, also sev- 
eral shots from the gunboats, some 4 miles ahead, replied to by a battery 
from the enemy.’ The Fifty-fourth Ohio, commanded by Maj. C. W. 
Tisher, after loading, moved forward in quick time till it came up with 
the First Brigade, which had now filed to the right in an open woods, 
and formed line of battle with skirmishers in front. I had the Vifty- 
fourth Ohio immediately join the left of the First Brigade in line of 
battle, and Major Fisher moved forward his right company as skir- 
mishers, until it arrived in a line with the skirmishers of the First 
Brigade. ; 

At this time General Sherman came up, and by his direction the left 
of the Fifty-fourth was placed in the road along the east bank of Deer 
Creek. The One hundred and twenty-seventh Illinois, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Eldridge commanding, came close in support, followed by the 
Highty-third Indiana, Captain Myers commanding, and the Fifty-sev- 
enth Ohio, Captain McClure commanding. The line now moved forward, 
driving the enemy’s skirmishers, with but little resistance, for about 1 
mile, when we came to an open field. The enemy had disappeared to 
the right in the woods. Company A, Fifty-fourth, was sent forward to 
the houses on the plantation which we had come to. The Jifty-fourth 
again moved by the right flank and the rest of the brigade followed. 
On coming up to the houses, we met the Highth and Sixth Missouri, 
and One hundred and sixteenth Illinois, and the gunboats on ‘their 
retrograde movement, much pleased that we had come to their assist- 
ance, for they were in a critical situation, the enemy having surrounded 
them. The Fifty-fourth Ohio was now sent ahead 1 mile, to relieve six 
companies of the Sixth and Highth Missouri, which were guarding the 
rear gunboats on their way down the creek. The move down the river 
was continued. General Sherman erdered me to protect the gunboats 
on their way down. I placed the Fifty-seventh in advance, opposite 
the Louisville, the Eighty-third Indiana and One hundred and twenty- 
seventh Illinois in the interior, and the Fifty-fourth came up after the 
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rear of the last boat, marched down the creek 24 or 3 miles, where, by 
order of General Sherman, I encamped the brigade for the night. 

On the morning of the 23d, we resumed the march, the Second Bri- 
gade in advance, the One hundred and twenty-seventh Ilinois leading. 
Marched to Watson’s plantation, some 5 miles, where we encamped till 
the next morning, waiting for the gunboats to come up. 

On the morning of the 24th, by order of Major-General Sherman, I 
had the feeble of the command placed on the gunboat Carondelet. At 
$ o'clock I again moved forward the brigade, the Highty-third Indiana 
in advance, and came to Hill’s plantation at 11 a. m., when I turned over 
the brigade to you and returned to my regiment. 

Part of the time the weather was very inclement, and thereby the 
roads rendered exceedingly bad, and the march quite fatiguing to the - 
men. With promptness and alacrity were all commands obeyed by the 
different regiments, and I have to thank the officers and men of each for 
their worthy bearing, and for their consideration to me during the time 
that circumstances gave me command of the brigade. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. V. RICH, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. 2d Brigade, 2d Division, 15th Army Corps. 


Col. T. KitBy SmMIrH, 
Comdg. Second Brig., Second Div., Fifteenth Army Corps. 


HpDQRS. FIFTY-SEVENTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Young’s Point, La., March 28, 1863. 

Srr: I have the honor to report the part taken by the Fifty-seventh 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the late expedition to Rolling Fork, Miss. 

By orders from T. Kilby Smith, commanding brigade, I marched the 
Fifty-seventh Regiment, with two days’ rations in haversacks, at day- 
light on Tuesday morning, March 17, some 4 miles to the upper land- 
ing, and embarked on board the steamer Minnehaha. At 10 o’clock the 
boat with the fleet moved up the river to Eagle Bend. We remained 
on board till the morning of the 19th, during which time a foot bridge was 
constructed over a part of Muddy Bayou and a portion of the country 
overflowed between Eagle Bend and Steele’s Bayou, the Fifty-seventh - 
performing its part of the work. 

Debarked from the Minnehaha on the morning of thé 19th, and soon 
after dinner (having drawn three days’ rations from Captain [Frank J.] 
Crawford, acting commissary of subsistence), the same day, marched 
easterly from Hagle Bend along Muddy Bayou to Steele’s Bayou. At 
this time, by order of Col. T. Kilby Smith, I was assigned the command 
of the Second Brigade, and the command of the Fifty-seventh Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry was turned over to Capt. John McClure. 

I resumed command of the Fifty-seventh on the 24th, the brigade 
having returned to Hill’s plantation, where we remained until the morn- 
ing of the 26th. Embarked on board the steamer Hagle, at the landing 
on Black Bayou, and returned through Steele’s and Cypress Bayous to 
the Yazoo, thence to Young’s Point, La., where we arrived at 4 o’clock 
last evening. Immediately debarked, and put the regiment in its quar- 
ters on the levee. 

The conduct of officers and men was all that I could desire; though 
their duties at times were arduous, yet they were performed cheerfully 
and with a will. } 
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The report of Captain McClure, who had command of the regiment 
from the 19th to the 24th, is herewith submitted.* 
Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. V. RICE, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Pifty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
Capt. G. Moopim WHITE, 
A, A. A. G., Second Brig., Second Div., Fifteenth Army Corps. 


Wien Ce 


» Report of Col. Hamilton N. Eldridge, One hundred and twenty-seventh 
Illinois Infantry. 


Hpars. 1277TH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Young’s Point, La., March 28, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to your request, I respectfully submit the follow- 
ing report of the part taken by my regiment in the late expedition to 
Rolling Fork : 

The regiment left camp at Young’s Point on Tuesday, the 17th in- 
stant, marched to the upper landing, embarked on the steamer David 
Tatum, and proceeded to Eagle Bend, Miss., thesame day. The Eighty- 
third Indiana Regiment, Captain Myers, shared the steamer with us. 

On the 18th, we lay quietly on board the steamer. We had been or- 
dered to take but one day’s rations in haversacks, the remaining rations 
for five days being placed on the steamer Silver Wave, in charge of a 
detail of 2 non-commissioned officers and 30 privates, the Silver Wave 
having ascended the Yazoo River and Muddy Bayou to a point east of 
and about a mile from us. We would have been regularly supplied with 
rations but for the necessary delayin building a bridge before the troops 
could be crossed to the point where the Silver Wave lay. As it was, 
my men were without rations for one day. We were finally supplied 
from the steamer Fanny Bullitt. 

On the 19th, we disembarked and crossed over to the junction of Steele’s 
and Muddy Bayous. Here we remained until the afternoon of the 21st, 
when we embarked on the steamer Diligent, and proceeded up Muddy 
and Black Bayous to the point indicated for disembarkation, and from 
thence marched to Reality plantation, where w« found two regiments 
of our brigade encamped. 

On the 22d (Sunday), we started at 9 a. m., marching about 12 miles 
up Black Bayou, following the Fifty-fourth Ohio Regiment. Heavy can- 
nonading was heard soon after noon, which was kept up, with occasional 
intermissions, till we came in sight of the gunboats. When near 
Wright’s farm, musketry was heard from the skirmishers in the advance, 
and I halted my regiment and had them load their pieces. We then 
advanced about a mile, till we met the gunboat Louisville, where we 
were halted and remained till about 6 p. m.; when we commenced to 
retreat, moving back this night as far as Wright’s farm. 

On the 23d instant, we moved back to Watson’s plantation, and on 
the 24th we moved back nearly to the point where we disembarked 
from the Diligent on the night of the 21st, a mile below Reality planta- 
tion. On the 26th, we went aboard the steamer Silver Wave, in com- 
pany with the Highty-third Indiana Regiment and a battalion of the 


* See No. 10, p. 448. 
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Thirteenth U. S. Infantry, and proceeded by way of Black and Muddy 
Bayous and the Yazoo and Mississippi Rivers to the lower landing at 
Young’s Point, La., where we arrived on the 27th instant, at 5 p. m. 

My regiment numbered about 20 officers and 300 enlisted men for duty 
in this expedition. ee 

Very respectfu ours 
ses ae H. N. ELDRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. 127th Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 


Col. T. KILBY SMITH, 
Commanding Second Brigade. 


No. 8. 
Report of Capt. Benjamin H. Myers, Highty-third Indiana Infantry. 


Hpaqrs. EIGHTY-THIRD REGT. INDIANA VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp, Young’s Point, La., March 28, 1863. 


Sir: I beg leave to report that on the morning of the 17th instant, in 
obedience to orders, the Eighty-third Regiment Indiana Volunteers em- 
barked on board the David Tatum, upward bound from this point. The 
regiment disembarked at Gwin’s farm. 

On the following day, 19th instant, the regiment moved across the 
peninsula to Muddy Bayou, where they remained until the 20th instant, 
at which time we embarked on board the Silver Wave, and moved in the 
direction of Black Bayou, and then up the bayou to Hill’s farm, where 
we disembarked. The regiment from that point marched on foot till 
we reached our advance (say 20 miles). Our arrival was certainly very 
timely, the enemy having our advance flanked and being immediately 
upon their rear. 

Our demonstration was such that the enemy withdrew, and I received 
orders to retire, which I complied with, reaching the then headquarters 
of General Sherman, on Hill’s farm, on the 24th instant. 

On the 25th instant, we were ordered to take position on Fore’s plan- 
tation. At this point and time Col. Benjamin J. Spooner joined the regi- 
ment and assumed command. I shall, however, at his request, conclude 
this report. 

I immediately marched the regiment to.the point indicated, where I 
met the enemy. I had taken the precaution before entering the woods 
dividing the Hill and Fore plantations to throw out Company A, 
Captain Chipman commanding, as skirmishers, with orders to skirmish 
the entire woods, which order Captain Chipman obeyed to the letter. 
When my line of skirmishers reached the cleared ground of Fore’s plan- 
tation, they met the skirmishers of the enemy, and engaged them ina 
sharp skirmish of a half hour’s duration. While the skirmishing was 
very brisk, and indulging the idea that a general engagement would 
follow, I ordered up to support my skirmishers Companies G, Lieuten- 
ant Hazen commanding, and K, Lieutenant Scott. The firing at this 
moment was rapid. I went in person to the front, and found the enemy 
in force in line of battle, preceded by at least one regiment as skir- 
mishers. I lost, of Company G, 1 killed, to wit, William Lathrop. 

I then received orders to withdraw my whole force, save a small picket 
force. I withdrew the regiment, and on the morning following em- 
barked on board the steamer Silver Wave, and arrived at camp at this 
point on the 27th instant. 
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I am happy to say that no casualty or accident happened my com- 
mand, save the one mentioned in this report. 

I cannot close this report without favorably mentioning the services 
rendered by Acting Adjutant Roertz, who was placed in command of 
the force engaged on the 25th instant. His gallantry is worthy of com- 
mendation. Indeed, all brought. in contact with the enemy behaved 
with that gallantry which should distinguish the citizen soldier. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
BEN. H. MYERS, 
Captain, Comdg. Highty-third Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 


Capt. G. MoopIE WHITE, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wo,"8: 
Report of Lieut. Col. Cyrus W. Fisher, Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry. 


Hpgrs. FIFTY-FOURTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Opposite Vicksburg, March 27, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Fifty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the expedition up 
Steele’s Bayou by the Second Division of the Fifteenth Army Corps: 

On the morning of the 17th instant, with two days’ rations in haver- 
sacks, I marched the regiment from their present camp to Young’s Point, 
a distance of 44 miles, and embarked upon the steamer Minnehaha. We 
landed at Eagle Bend, in the Mississippi River, on the evening of the 
17th instant, and assisted in the construction of a foot-bridge and road 
from the Gwin plantation to Steele’s Bayou, which was so far completed 
as to allow the transit of troops on the afternoon of the 19th instant, at 
which time we disembarked and marched toward Steele’s Bayou, about 
three-fourths of a mile, and bivouacked for the night. 

We remained at this point until noon the 21st, when we were ordered 
by Colonel Smith, commanding Second Brigade, to embark on the 
steamer Hagle, then lying in Steele’s Bayou, which order was complied 
with promptly by my command. We steamed up the bayou through 
the woods slowly, arriving at the mouth of Black Bayou about 5 p. m., 
and were transferred into a coal-barge, in which we were transported, 
with the aid of a steam tug, about 2 miles up Black Bayou to a landing 
in a canebrake, where we met General Sherman, who directed us to 
march to Hill’s plantation, 2 miles farther up the bayou, and bivouac 
for the night. 

On the morning of the 22d, having filled haversacks with hard bread, 
I took the advance of the brigade, by order of Lieutenant-Colonel Rice, 
Fifty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at that time commanding bri- 
gade, and kept within easy supporting distance of the rear of the First 
Brigade. At noon the regiment halted at the plantation known as 
Fore’s place, and after a rest of an hour was ordered to proceed. We 
had marched about 4 miles when the advance guard of the First Bri- 
gade was fired upon by the enemy, and brisk skirmishing was soon 
heard in front. Colonel Rice ordered me to form in line of battle, and 
advance until my right should join the left of the First Brigade. Major- 
General Sherman came up at the moment; and ordered me to advance 
in line of battle, with my left resting upon the road which ran along the 
bank of Deer Creek. I ordered Lieutenant Enoch, with one-half of Com- 
pany A depioyed as skirmishers, to advance rapidly to the front, until 


448 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. [Cuap. XXXVI. 


he should be in line with the line of skirmishers of the First Brigade. We 
advanced in this order through the woods 2 miles, and when we emerged 
into an open field we could see our gunboats close at hand. By order 
of General Sherman, I called in the skirmishers, and advanced up the 
road by the right flank until we met the infantry force in company with 
the gunboats. 

After resting the men an hour, by order of Colonel Rice, I advanced 
on the road 14 miles, and relieved six companies from the Sixth and 
Highth Missouri Regiments, which were bringing up the rear of the 
gunboat train. My dispositions for rear guard were scarcely completed 
when the enemy appeared to the eastward and falling back from the 
woods into the open field, being followed by our troops at very long 
musket range. They did not come near enough to draw a fire from us. 
The gunboat Carondelet threw a few shells, by way of impetus to their 
backward movement, with excellent effect. 

At this point commenced the backward movement of the Fifty-fourth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. We moved along at a snail’s pace, keeping 
in rear of the last gunboat, until sundown, when we were relieved, and 
ordered by General Sherman to rejoin the Second Brigade, which we 
did 2 miles back on the road, at the Mounds. During the night the 
rain fell heavily. 

On the morning of the 23d, we marched 5 miles, over very bad roads, 
and were halted near a steam mill (I did not learn the name of the 
planter), where we remained in bivouac until the morning of the 24th, 
when we were ordered to march on to Hill’s plantation, where we 
arrived about noon, and were assigned our position by Col. T. K. Smith, 
who again assumed command of the brigade at this point. 

We remained at Hill’s plantation until the morning of the 26th, and 
were then ordered to embark on the steamer Hagle; ran down the bayou 
into the Yazoo River and down to Young’s Point, arriving in camp this 
evening. 

The men and officers of the regiment who accompanied the expedi- 
tion did all they were ordered to do cheerfully, and endured the ex- 
posure without a murmur. 

I must here mention the fact that the major-general commanding the 
Fifteenth Army Corps was himself on foot, and marched part of the 
time at the head of the Fifty-fourth, and this exhibition of carelessness 
of personal comfort on the part of one so high in command filled the 
men with enthusiasm, and it is saying but very little to say they all 
believed in General Sherman. : 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. W. FISHER, 
Major, Commanding Fifty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


Capt. G. Moopigz WHITE, 
A. A.A. G., 2d Brig., 2d Div., 15th A. C., Army of the Mississippi. 


No. 10. 
Report of Capt. John McClure, Fifty-seventh Ohio Infantry. 


Hp@QRs. FIFTY-SEVENTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Young’s Point, La., March 28, 1863. 
Sir: In compliance with your request to furnish you with an account 
of the part taken by the Fifty-seventh Ohio in the late march upon 
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Rolling Fork, during the time the same was under my command, I have 
the honor to report as follows: 

On the afternoon of March 19, 1863, I assumed command of the 
Fifty-seventh Ohio. Nothing worthy of note on that afternoon. 

On the 20th of March nothing of interest transpired. 

On the afternoon of the 21st, I marched the regiment to the steamer 
Eagle, then lying at the mouth of Muddy Bayou, and placed it on 
board of that boat, on which we were carried through Steele’s Bayou 
to the mouth of Black Bayou. At this point I transferred the regi- 
ment to a coal-boat, and we were taken some 2 miles up that bayou, at 
which point we disembarked and marched to the cotton-gin on the Hill 
plantation, where we remained that night. 

On the morning of the 22d, I received your order to march with two 
days’ rations in haversacks. Owing to a scarcity of rations at Hill’s 
plantation, I was compelled to move my command on less than half 
rations of hard bread, without meat, coffee, sugar, rice, hominy, beans, 
or potatoes. We took position in the rear of the brigade, and marched 
along the south bank of Deer Creek for 13 miles, at which place we 
came up with the gunboats, at 3 p.m. of that day. By your order, I 
marched the lifty-seventh Ohio back to the Montauk Mounds, and en- 
camped for the night. 

On the morning of the 23d, we took up line of retreat, and halted for 
’ the evening at Watson’s Mills, where we encamped for the night. 

On the morning of the 24th, we again took up line of retreat, and 
marched to Hill’s plantation, where we arrived about 11 a. m. of that 
day, at which time you assumed command of the regiment. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN MoCLUREH, 
Captain, Commanding Fifty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


Lieut. Col. A. V. Rice, 
Comdg. Second Brig., Second Div., Fifteenth Army Corps. 


No. 11. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Hugh Ewing, U. 8S. Army, commanding Third 
Brigade. 


Hpgrs. Turrp Bric., Second Div., FirrEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Young’s Point, La., March 29, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
of my brigade in the late expedition to Rolling Fork: 

An order to move at 6 a. m. of the 17th instant was received at 11.30 
p. m. of the 16th, and, at the time specified, I marched along the levee 
to the upper landing, embarked upon transports, and arrived at Eagle 
Bend on the evening of the same day. 

On the morning of the 18th, I ordered Colonel Parry, of the Forty- 
seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, to debark his regiment, and construct 
bridges over two impassable crevasses in the levee skirting Muddy 
Bayou. The bridges were completed at 12 m. on the 19th, and the 

troops of the First and Second Brigades passed over to Steele’s Bayou. 

On the 20th Gnstant, I ordered Colonel Parry to construct a wagon 
and artillery road from the head of Muddy and Steele’s Bayous, and, 
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Colonel Lightburn, of the Fourth West Virginia, to clear a channel 
through Muddy Bayou sufficient to admit the passage of flat-boats. 

On the morning of the 22d, I embarked on transports, and moved up 
Steele’s Bayou, leaving Colonel Parry, with his regiment, and Colonel 
Lightburn, with one company of the Fourth, to complete the road and 
channel; debarking on Hill’s plantation, at the mouth of Deer Creek, 
on the morning of the 23d. On the same day, by order of General 
Stuart, I sent the Fourth West Virginia, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dayton, up the left-hand fork of Deer Creek, to meet the gunboats and 
infantry, which were then returning; and also ordered the Thirtieth 
Ohio up the west side of Little Deer on picket and patrol. 

On the 24th, Colonels Parry and Lightburn, with their commands, 
were ordered to join the brigade, which they did the same evening. 

On the evening of the 24th, Colonel Siber, of the Thirty-seventh Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, with his regiment, proceeded up the left fork of 
Deer Creek to reconnoiter, and, if possible, discover the force of the 
enemy reported approaching in that direction. 

At noon on the 26th, I embarked on ‘the gun and mortar boats; at 
7 p. m. on the 27th, reached the mouth of Yazoo; at 11 p. m., changed 
to transports; and at 12m., disembarked at my camp at Young’s Point. 

Colonels Lightburn and Parry labored earnestly and successfully at 
the work assigned them. 

I will forward regimental reports to-morrow. 

I have the. honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

HUGH EWING, 
Brigadier-General. 
Capt. C. McDONALD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 12. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Theodore Jones, Thirtieth Ohio Infantry. 


HpQrs. THIRTIETH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Young’s Point, La., March 29, 1863. 


Str: [have the honor to make the following report of the movements 
of the Thirtieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry since March 16, 1863: 

An order to move at 6 a.m. was received at 3 o’clock, and at the time 
specified for moving the regiment was formed upon its color line, and 
shortly after followed the Forty-seventh Ohio up the river, along the 
levee, to the upper landing, where it embarked upon transports. 

_About 9 a, m. on the 17th, the regiment disembarked on the Missis- 
sippi side, at Kagle Bend, and encamped along the levee. 

On the 19th, two commissioned officers and 150 men were detailed to 
work upon a road under construction from the Mississippi River to 
Steele’s Bayou. : 

On the 20th, two commissioned officers and 125 men were detailed for 
the same purpose. At 6 a.m.on the 21st, the regiment left its camp at 
Nagle Bend and marched down the river to the new road, and thence 
along it to the junction of Steele’s and Muddy Bayov 

At 9 a.m. four companies embarked upon the Eagle, and at 12 m. the 
remainder embarked upon the Silver Wave. Those upon. the Eagle dis: 
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embarked at 3 p.m. on Hill’s lower plantation, known as Reality, and 
after marching a short mile quartered in the villa. Those upon the 
Silver Wave disembarked at the same place at 9 a.m. on the 22d, and 
at 10 o’clock joined the detachment at Reality. 

At 12 m. the regiment moved down New Deer Creek, leaving a picket 
post of three companies (C, A, and K) at a cotton-gin 1 mile from Re- 
ality. One mile farther on we found another villa, known as Good In- 
tent. Here another picket post of three companies (I, E, and F) was 
established. Two miles farther down we entered another villa, known 
as Kelsaw. 

At 7 p.m. a party of 9 men, under command of Captain Groce, and 
mounted on the horses and mules that had been collected for the pur- 
pose at the three villas, again started down the creek. ; 

At 12 p.m. they returned with the report that they had visited an- 
other plantation and villa, 2 miles distant, known as Omega, without 
discovering anything of interest. 

On the 23d, the regiment was ordered to return to camp at Reality, 
excepting the first-established post at the cotton-gin, where it arrived 
at 3 p.m. 

At 10 a, m. on the 25th, this detachment joined the regiment, and at. 
12 m.all went on board the gunboats Cincinnati and Mound City, the 
right wing upon the former and the left wing upon the latter. 

At7 p.m. on the 27th, the boats tied up near the mouth of the Yazoo; 
at 11 p. m. both wings were transferred to the transport Sunny South, 
and at 12 p. m. disembarked at our camp, at Young’s Point, La. 


Very respectfully, 
THEODORE JONES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Thirtieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


Capt. G. LOFLAND, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 18. 
Report of Col. Hdward Siber, Thirty-seventh Ohio Infantry. 


CAMP OF THE 37TH REGYT. OHIO VOL. INFANTRY, 
Young’s Point, La., March 29, 1863. 

CApPTraIn: In obedience to orders just received, I hereby report the 
part taken by the Thirty-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in 
the expedition to Deer Creek : 

The regiment moved with the brigade on the morning of March 17 
from camp to the upper landing ; was there embarked with the Thir- 
tieth Ohio on board of the steamer Fanny Ogden, and disembarked on 
the morning of the 18th at Gwin’s plantation, on the left’bank of the 
Mississippi. i ; 

At this point the regiment bivouacked during the days of the 18th, 
19th, 20th, and 21st, and marched on the morning of the 22d to the 
confluence of Muddy Creek and Steele’s Bayou, at which point it was 
again embarked on board the steamer Silver Wave, on which the reg- 
iment proceeded up this bayou as faras Deer Creek, where it was dis- 
embarked on the evening of the 23d, and bivouacked at this place during | 
the next night, being all this time occupied with fatigue and guard duty. 

On the evening of the 24th, I received orders to proceed with a dis- 
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posable force of the regiment up Deer Creek, for the purpose of recon- 
noitering the force of the enemy reported to approach from Yazoo River. 
Companies D, F, and E were taken up by guard and picket duty in 
and around camp. Company H, under command of Captain Schultz, 
was sent the same evening on the right bank of Deer Creek, to protect 
Fore’s plantation, the cotton-gin houses of which had been set fire to. 
The remaining six companies of the Thirty-seventh Regiment were de- 
ployed by me in the night from the 24th to the 25th in the following 
order: Company B, as reserve, about 2 miles from camp; Company G, 
in advance to the exterior skirt of the woods, about 4 miles from camp, 
observing the next plantation; Company I, on the right flank in the 
woods, and Companies A, C, and K, hidden in the woods in rear of Com- 
pany G. ! 
: The next morning a detachment of mounted rebels, variously esti- 
mated from 40 to 75 men, approached the skirt of the woods occupied 
by Company G, and commenced skirmishing with the pickets of said 
company, soon withdrawing, however, and turning, for the greater part, 
to the woods on our right, where soon afterward they met the pickets 
of Company I. As they would not come nearer, I re-enforced the right 
flank, Company I, by Company C, under Major Hipp, ordering him to 
allow the enemy to come in the open field, where, in the mean while, I 
had hidden Companies A, K, and G, drawn up in line. 

In this position I remained waiting during the whole forenoon and 
part of the afternoon of the 25th. As nothing more of the enemy was 
to be seen, I reported the facts to the general commanding brigade, and 
returned to camp by 5 o’clock in the afternoon. Company H, under 
command of Captain Schultz (30 men strong), which had been on de- 
tached service at Fore’s plantation, returned somewhat later to camp, 
having waded through the inundations on the left, threatened, as they 
say, in front, and believing themselves turned by superior forces of the 
enemy. On the morning of the 26th, the Thirty-seventh Regiment was 
embarked on board the gunboat Carondelet and first mortar Grope, 
and returned to camp in the night of the 27th at 12 o’clock. 

The regiment had no losses in this expedition. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i. SIBER, 
Colonel Thirty-seventh Regiment Ohto Volunteer Infantry. 


Capt. G. LOFLAND, 
A. A. A. G., 3d Brigade, 2d Division, 15th Army Corps. 


No. 14. 
Report of Col. Augustus C. Parry, Forty-seventh Ohio Infantry. 


Hows. FORTY-SEVENTH REGT. OHIO VOL. INFANTRY, 
Camp in front of Vicksburg, Miss., March 29, 1863. 

Sir: In compliance with orders, I have the honor to make the follow- 
ing report of the operations of the Forty-seventh Regiment Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry in the late expedition through Muddy, Steele’s, and 
Black Bayous: 

At 2.30 o’clock on the morning of March 17, I received orders to have 
the Forty-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in readiness to 
march at 7 a. m. the same day, with one day’s cooked rations in haver- 
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sacks, and five days’ rations, with all necessary camp equipage, on board 
the steamer Silver Wave. At the appointed time, and by order, my 
regiment marched to the upper landing, when I was ordered to send all 
horses, including the 12-pounder howitzer battery, back to camp, which 
order I obeyed, and accordingly sent them back to camp, and my regi- 
ment embarked on the steamer Swallow. 

We then proceeded up the Mississippi River to Eagle Bend, and on 
March 18, at 10 a. m., was ordered to construct a bridge across two im- 
passable crevasses in Muddy Bayou, for the troops to cross. Having 
received tools, as also help, from the One hundred and sixteenth Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, we proceeded to execute the order and finish the 
bridge across the first deep water. 

Harly on the morning of the 19th, we commenced the bridge over the 
second crevasse, and by noon of the same day had it finished, so that 
the troops could pass, and the First and Second Brigades crossed for 
embarkation up Steele’s Bayou, 

On the morning of the 20th, I received orders from Brig. Gen. Hugh 
Ewing to construct a wagon artillery road from Muddy Bayou to Steele’s 
Bayou, and to call on the Thirtieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry and the 
pioneers, under command of Lieutenant [Samuel W.] Ashmead, for as- 
sistance, which was cheerfully complied with by both officers and men. 

The work commenced with energy on the part of officers and men. 

On the morning of the 21st, we were still working on the artillery 
road, assisted by the Thirtieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry and pioneers. 
On the same evening we received orders that the whole brigade would 
move at 5a. m. the next day, and that I should remain to finish the 
road. 

On the morning of the 22d instant, I put the Forty-seventh Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry to work on the road. They made fine progress, con- 
sidering the inclemency of the weather. It rained very hard all day, 
and on the morning of the 23d (still raining hard), having put my regi- 
ment to work to accomplish finishing the road, I received orders from 
Brig. Gen. Hugh Ewing, at 9.30 a.m. the same day, to embark and pro- 
ceed up Steele’s Bayou and join the main body of the division, we 
having only 200 yards of the road to finish, which was accomplished 
about noon the same day, and arrived at our destination about dusk 
the same evening. The assistant surgeon was, by order, left at Eagle 
Bend to take care of the sick. 

About noon of the 24th instant, I received orders to have all the cotton 
in the neighborhood thrown into the bayou, and on reaching the boats 
have it taken upon the steamer Silver Wave. I immediately set my 
regiment to work throwing bales of cotton in the bayou, and, on reach- 
ing the steamer Silver Wave, had them pull it up on deck, having de- 
tailed two companies for that purpose. On my arrival at this point, I 
was ordered to detail two companies of my regiment for the support of 
a section of a battery of Illinois artillery. 

On the morning: of the 25th, at 11 o’clock, I received orders to inspect 
arms and examine the ammunition also, and to order the companies 
which had been detailed back to the regiment, and to keep my men to- 
gether for action. The four companies reported to me for duty during 
the afternoon of the 25th instant. 

On the morning of the 26th, at 8.30 a. m., I received orders to march 
my regiment to the lower landing and embark on a coal-barge and take 
the steamer Champion, which order was complied with. We arrived 
on the steamer at 2 p.m. same day. We moved down Steele’s Bayou 
some 10 miles, where we anchored for the night. 
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Harly on the morning of the 27th, the boat started on its way. On 
reaching Muddy Bayou, I sent to General Stuart to know if we should 
disembark from that point. I received orders to the contrary, but to 
continue down Steele’s Bayou, which we did. On reaching Yazoo River, 
we continued down this stream until reaching the Mississippi River; 
thence to Young’s Point, arriving here at 5 p. m. same day. 

_ I would beg leave to mention the names of Capt. George M. Ziegler, 
of Company C; Lieuts. Samuel F., Campbell, of Company G, and William 
H. Kimball, of Company I, for the faithful and untiring energy with 
which they worked on the artillery bridges and road, being most of the 
time up to their waists in mud and water assisting the men, who also 
deserve the highest praise. 

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. C. PARRY, 
Colonel, Comdg. Forty-seventh Regt. Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


Capt. G. LOFLAND, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 15. 
Report of Col. Joseph A. J. Lightburn, Fourth West Virginia Infantry. 


Hpgrs. FouRTH WEST VIRGINIA VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Camp opposite Vicksburg, Miss., March 29, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to submit a report of the part performed by 
my regiment in the late expedition to Rolling Fork, pursuant to orders 
from brigade headquarters. 

On the morning of the 17th instant, 1 marched to Young’s Point, em- 
barked on the transport Silver Moon, and proceeded to Eagle Bend. 
Disembarked on the morning of the 19th, and bivouacked on Senator 
Gwin’s plantation. 

On the 20th, received orders to clean out Muddy Bayou. 

On the 22d, was ordered to send forward nine companies of my regi- 
ment, under command of Lieut. Col. J. H. Dayton, which I did, keeping 
one company to prosecute the work assigned, near Muddy Bayou. Lieut. 
Col. J. H. Dayton proceeded, with his command, to the head of Black 
Bayou; disembarked at Hill’s plantation. 

On the 23d, proceeded up the left-hand fork of Deer Creek, meeting 
the infantry and gunboats some 5 miles above Hill’s plantation. 

On the 24th, m connection with Colonel Parry, of the Forty-seventh 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, was ordered forward with the remainder of 
my command, and rejoined the expedition at Hill’s plantation on the | 
morning of the 25th. 

On the 26th, at 12 m., embarked on the gunboats Louisville and Pitts- 
burg, and arrived at Young’s Point on the evening of the 27th. 

No casualties to report, excepting my assistant surgeon, who was se- 
verely injured by a limb falling on his head, wounding him severely 
and injuring him otherwise. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. J. LIGHTBURN, 
Col., Comdg. Fourth Regt. West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 


Capt. G. LOFLAND, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Report of Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, OC. 8. Army, commanding 
District. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND DISTRICT, 
DEPARTMENT MISSISSIPPI AND EAST LOUISIANA, 
Vicksburg, March 29, 1865. 

Mason: I have the honor to report that, on the evening of the 20th 
instant, I received information that the enemy were endeavoring to 
turn my right by an expedition, which, entering Steele’s, passed into 
Black Bayou and Deer Creek, and was at the time that the intelligence 
reached me within 20 miles of Rolling Fork, through which they ex- 
Seas to make their way into the Sunflower River and thence into the 

Z00. 

The expedition consisted of five iron-clad boats, three armed stern- 
wheel boats, four transports, three tugs, and nine barges, all heavily 
laden with troops. The importance attached to it by the enemy may 
be estimated by the fact that the boats were commanded by Acting 
Rear-Admiral Porter and the troops by General Sherman. 

Some time before, I had sent off sharpshooters, under the command of 
Major [H. W.] Bridges, with orders to report to Colonel Ferguson, and 
co-operate with him in protecting the country drained by Deer Creek 
and the Sunflower from the raids of the enemy. This command re- 
ported to-him on the 16th instant. 

As soon as possible after the receipt of the intelligence, I directed 
Major-General Maury, commanding the right wing, to send Brigadier- 
General Featherston’s brigade to Rolling Fork, to check their farther 
advance, and immediately afterward to dispatch a force, under Briga- 
dier-General Lee, with orders to ake their way up Deer Creek, fortify 
and obstruct it at the high ground at Hardee’s, and cut off, if possible, 
the retreat of the enemy. 

The attack made upon them by our forces in front was successful. 
They were repulsed in confusion, with a loss of some camp and garrison 
equipage and several fine barges on the first day, and, being closely 
followed up subsequently, were steadily driven back, and, at last, 
completely foiled, relinquished their attempt, and, returning, resumed 
their former position in front of the city on the evening of the 27th 
instant. 

The damage done their boats was so great that it could easily be dis- 
covered from the lookout station at this point. 

I regret that not even the energy of General Lee, who generously vol- 
unteered for the occasion, could overcome the difficulties in his way in 
time to intercept their retreat. Had it been possible, he would have 
done it. . 

For notices of subordinate commanders, I refer you to the report of 
Major-General Maury, herewith inclosed, and the letters of Colonel Fer- 
guson, heretofore forwarded. 

I am, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. L. STEVENSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Rk. W. MEMMINGER, ihe 
A. A. G., Dept. of Mississippi and East Louisiana, Jackson. 


456 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. [Cuar. XXXVI 


OSS 
Report of Maj. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, CO. 8. Army, commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS MAvuRY’S DIVISION, 
Vicksburg, March 27, 1863. 


Magsor: Ihave the honor to report that the expedition under General 
Sherman and Admiral Porter, which endeavored to penetrate, by way of 
Steele’s Bayou, Black Bayou, Deer Creek, Rolling Fork, and Sunflower 
River, into Yazoo River, has been defeated and driven back. Colonel 
Ferguson now occupies Black Bayou, and has established communica- 
tion with General Lee at Lower Deer Creek. 

So soon as I was informed of this movement of the enemy, I ordered 
General Featherston to proceed with a portion of his brigade to re-en- 
force Colonel Ferguson, and to assume command of his forces. I also 
gladly availed myself of General Lee’s offer to conduct a force from 
- Haynes’ Bluff up Lower Deer Creek, and ordered him to attack, if possi- 
ble, the enemy on Black Bayou. These measures have resulted in the 
complete defeat of the enemy. 

I cannot too highly commend Colonel Ferguson’s energy and daring. 
To his prompt soldiership we are indebted for the arrest of the progress 
of the expedition until such re-enforcements came to him as have en- 
abled us to defeat it. He has been in the advance all the time, contin- 
ually pressing the enemy back. His only fear has been lest the enemy 
should escape. 

It is again my pleasure to call to your favorable notice Brig. Gen. 8. 
D. Lee, who volunteered to conduct a force by Lower Deer Creek to 
Black Bayou, and has been most energetically overcoming the difficul. 
ties of that route. The enemy retreated before General Lee could reach 
him. 

Not having yet received General Featherston’s complete report of his 
operations, I have nothing more to add at this time. 

Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 
Major-General. 
Major [J. J.] REEVE, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 18. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Winfield 8. Featherston, C. 8S. Army, command- 
ing Brigade. 


DEER CREEK, March 20, 1863. 


Sir: We arrived here to-day. The enemy are said to have one di- 
vision here and five gunboats. We see the boats. We attacked them 
this evening, and drove them back 14 miles. The enemy are at the 
junction of Deer Creek and Rolling Fork. We intend to take the boats 
to-night or early in the morning. Porter is here. You had better send 
me all the balance of my brigade. We want Deer Creek blocked or 
obstructed, so as to prevent them from getting in our rear. We fear 
nothing but an attack from the rear. We will hold them in check and 
drive them back, but do not like the idea of their getting in our rear. 

Very respectfully, 
W. S. FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Major-General Maury. ; 


Vere AS 
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SATURDAY, March 21, [1863.] 
The enemy are certainly re-enforcing heavily. Commodore Porter is 
here. Sherman is just below. They have nine boats here. Four thou- 
sand are on the march from below by land. I send you a dispateh cap- 
tured last night. I submit these facts for your consideration. 
W. 8S. FHATHERSTON, 
Brigadier.General, Commanding. 
Generals MAURY, STEVENSON, and H&BERT. 


[Inclosure. ] 
FRIDAY EVENING. 
Admiral DAvip D. PoRTER: 

DEAR ADMIRAL: I have about 1,000 men here now, and think, with 
good luck and hard work, I may have another 1,000 to-morrow in the 
night, and will push till 1 get all of Stuart’s division up. I send you 
three Southern papers of very late dates, giving the names of the ves- 
sels which have passed Port Hudson on their way up, and which are 
referred to in Grant’s letter to me as being below Warrenton. The 
gunboat Linden was sent back by Captain Woodworth for the coal- 
barge. Work on Black Bayou progressing well, but the crooks and 
turns are so short that boats cannot navigate it with speed. Please 
write me by bearer, and give a receipt for the papers, as I have prom- 
ised to pay him $50 if he reaches you and returns safely. I have no 
doubt your channel will be obstructed, but no large force can assail you. 
Nothing from below to-day. Scouts and spies are feeling up their way 
from Haynes’ Bluff, but I will watch them. 

Yours, 
SHERMAN. 


DEER CREEK, March 22, 1863. 

GENERAL: We have engaged the enemy here for two days, and driven 
them back about 5 or 6 miles. We have been fighting their Boats. 
They have five here. We are now out of ammunition for the artillery, 
or nearly so. They were re-enforced yesterday ; infantry marched up 
by land, how many we are not able to say. Admiral Porter is here on 
the fleet; Sherman is below on Black Bayou, where they have a strong 
force. This was their grand effort for securing the Yazoo. I sent you 
their dispatches yesterday, captured the night before. If they advance 
here again, this place cannot be held without a strong force. We need 
boats, we need ammunition, and will need more men if they advance. 
We cannot pursue them well without more troops; our forces are worn: 
out. My guns are one 3-inch rifle and one 24-pounder howitzer. Have 
Deer Creek obstructed below, so that we cannot be cut off. 


Your obedient servant, 

W.S. FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


P. S.—We need intrenching tools and wheelbarrows. The object is 
to construct a levee across Deer Creek. 


DEER CREEK, March 23, 1863. 


GENERAL: The Sharp has arrived with the Thirty-first and some am- 
munition. We engaged the enemy all day yesterday; sharpshooters 
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attacking the boats. About 2 p.m. we met their re-enforcements com- 
ing up, when a sharp skirmish ensued. Sherman arrived yesterday 
evening. Porter has conducted the fleet all the time. They formed a 
line of battle late yesterday and advanced on us through a field, but 
fell back before they came in range of our small-arms. We drove them 
yesterday about 2 miles. We have not advanced to-day. Itis raining 
hard. ILlearn, upon reliable information from citizens, that they have on 
this line nearly all of their army tbat was in front of Vicksburg—from 
20,000 to 40,000 men. This was their route for taking the Yazoo River, 
Mississippi, and Vicksburg. It is no small expedition of theirs. If 
they do not abandon it now, it will require a heavy force to defend this 
place. It isa hard line to defend. The shortest line we can defend 
here so as to keep them from cutting off supplies is 20 miles. I have 
not looked at the rear at all in this estimate. They can run their boats 
in Little Sunflower; also in Silver Creek. I cannot tell how supplies are 
above here. We may be unable to get them, even for a small force. 

I state all these facts that you may judge of the expediency of sending 
more troops here. We need them, many more, but we have more here 
now than we could get away, if compelled to retire, with the number of 
boats we have here. Weneed more boats. The Arcadia runs badly in 
daylight, and cannot run at all at night. We saw nine of the enemy’s 
gunboats yesterday evening. If they do not turn back now, tbis is 
their advance upon Vicksburg. [shall dothe best I can, and leave the 
result to the Almighty. 

Your obedient servant; 
W. S. FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


HEADQUARTERS FEATHERSTON’S BRIGADE, 
: Near Fort Pemberton, Miss., April 3, 1863. 


MAJsor: In obedience to orders, I submit the following report of the 
troops under my command on Rolling Fork and Deer Creek : 

About 3 a. m., March 19, I was ordered to move my brigade to 
Snyder’s Bluff as rapidly as possible; to take two regiments from that 
point and one section of artillery, and proceed up Sunflower River and 
Rolling Fork to the junction of Rolling Fork and Deer Creek, to which 
point the enemy was said to be directing his movements. The order 
was promptly obeyed, and on Friday (20th), about 3 p. m., we arrived 
at the mouth of Rolling Fork, and disembarked the troops, who had to 
march through water three quarters of a mile before reaching land. 
Colonel Ferguson had preceded me from near Greenville, Miss., with his 
command, consisting of a battalion of infantry, six pieces of artillery, 
and a squadron of cavalry some 40 or 50in number. Colonel Ferguson 
had previously engaged the enemy and driven back his advance guard 
from Dr, Chaney’s house, immediately in the fork of Rolling Fork and 
Deer Creek. My artillery and infantry were moved rapidly from the 
boat landing, a distance of some 6 or 7 miles, to the head of Rolling 
Fork, and arrived there from 4.30 to5 p.m. I immediately assumed 
command of all the forces, and placed them in position for an imme- 
diate attack. The battalion of infantry was placed on the right, extend- 
ing up to Deer Creek. The Twenty-second and Twenty-third Mississippi 
Regiments were placed on the left in the nearest strip of woods to the 
enemy, and extending down Deer Creek below the enemy’s line of boats ; 
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the artillery on the more elevated position in the center. The enemy’s 
boats (five in number), commanded by Admiral Porter, were lying a fevy 
hundred yards below the junction of Rolling Fork and Deer Creek, sur- 
rounded by an open field from one-half to a mile wide, and near a large, 
elevated mound, upon which he had ‘planted a land battery of not more 
than two guns. The infantry were ordered to throw out companies of 
skirmishers in advance, with instructions to fire at every man who made 
his appearance on the boats. This disposition of the troops having been 
made, a brisk fire was opened by our artillery and continued until dark. 
This fire was responded to by the enemy’s gunboats as well as their land 
battery until night. There was no hope of boarding the boats at this 
time by the infantry, as they were in the middle of the stream, and could 
not be reached without passing through water from 10 to 20 feet deep. 

The troops remained in position during the night, with instructions 
that if the boats landed on the east side of Deer Creek to board when- 
ever an opportunity offered. During the night their land battery moved 
from the Mound to the boats, and the boats commenced moving down 
stream. 

Next morning the attack was renewed. Skirmishers were thrown for- 
ward to the nearest points of woods on both sides of the creek, and a 
constant fire kept up during the day. The artillery was not used on the 
second day, for the reason that the supply of ammunition was nearly 
exhausted by the firing on Friday. The country from the head of Roll- 
ing Fork down Deer Oreek to Black Bayou is nearly a continuous chain 
of plantations, cleared on both sides, and but few points of woods run- 
ning to the bank of the stream to serve as a covert and protection for 
sharpshooters. Owing to the high stage of water in Deer Creek, their 
guns could be sufficiently depressed on the boats to use grape and 
canister. 

On Saturday evening, the Fortieth Alabama, Lieut. Col. John H. 
Higley commanding, arrived, and was placed, with the Twenty-second 
and Thirty-third Mississippi Regiments, under the command of Col. D. 
W. Hurst, Thirty-third Mississippi Regiment, who had prior to that 
time had the immediate command of the Twenty-second and Thirty- 
third Mississippi Regiments, Cotonel Ferguson retaining during the 
whole time the immediate command of his own forces. The enemy con- 
tinued to retire down the creek. 

On Sunday morning the attack was continued at Moore’s plantation, 
some 6 or 7 miles below the head of Rolling Fork. Two regiments 
were thrown below in advance of the boats ([wenty-second and Thirty- 
third Mississippi), in a point of woods running up to the creek, where 
it was thought they could be successfully assailed. The Fortieth Ala- 
bama and artillery ordered to open a brisk fire on them until it had 
exhausted its supply of ammunition. This order was promptly obeyed, 
and the fire of our guns most cordially responded to by the guns of the 
enemy’s boats. Thetworegiments thrown below were met by Sherman’s 
division coming up, when a sharp skirmish ensued. While this skirmish 
was going on between the two regiments below and Sherman’s division, 
two regiments of the enemy advanced from the boats immediately to 
the front, evidently with a view of cutting off the Twenty-second and 
Thirty-third Mississippi, then in advance. These two regiments were 
ordered back to a strong position then held by the Fortieth Alabama 
and artillery. This was done in good order through the skirt of woods 
‘on the enemy’s left. The enemy advancing some half a mile through 
the field, and finding our forces united, fell back to the boats. 1 am 
satisfied, from reliable information received from citizens as well as a 
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captured dispatch from General Sherman to Admiral Porter, that the 
enemy’s force could not now have consisted of less than eight or nine 
regiments. 

On Monday [23d], our troops were not moved, for the reason that our 
artillery was out of ammunition and hourly expecting a supply by our 
boats, and the men were without rations, and had been scantily and 
irregularly supplied up to that time, owing to the fact that we arrived 
without rations and without transportation, and it required time to col- 
lect both. ' 

On Tuesday morning the march was again resumed, but the artillery 
was carried but a little distance until the roads were found impassable, 
and it was left. 

On Wednesday [25th], the enemy was overtaken on Watson’s farm, 
about 3 miles above Black Bayou. They were posted in a dense cane- 
brake and woods, from which they retired before our skirmishers, the 
boats having preceded them. The woods were occupied by our troops 
that (Wednesday) night. 

On Thursday morning our troops again advanced through Fore’s plan- 
tation, when a skirmish ensued between their rear guard and our sharp- 
shooters. 

On Friday morning, when preparing to advance through the last skirt 
of woods on the east side of Deer Creek, before reaching Black Bayou, I 
learned from cavalry scouts sent in advance that the enemy’s boats had 
gone down Black Bayou and his land forces retired. 

On Monday evening, the Thirty-first Mississippi Regiment, Col. J. A. 
Orr commanding, arrived, and in the advance on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday Colonel Orr had the immediate command of the Twenty-second, 
Thirty-third, Thirty-first Mississippi, and Fortieth Alabama Regiments. 

On Friday night, after the first engagement, the cavalry was sent sev- 
eral miles below to fell trees into the stream to prevent the escape of the 
boats, but were driven from their work at an early hour by a body of the 
enemy’s infantry without having accomplished much. The cavalry did 
that night capture a negro, a bearer of a dispatch from General Sher- 
man to Admiral Porter, which was sent to you at Vicksburg. The cap- 
ture of the gunboats could only have been accomplished by the presence 
of a land force strong enough to have moved a part of it boldly to the 
rear of the boats, and taken a position where the succoring land force of 
the enemy might have been held firmly in check, while the remaining 
part might have felled trees and otherwise obstructed the stream in rear 
of the boats, annoying them with sharpshooters and compelled their sur- 
render from absolute stress and calamity of situation after their ammnu- 
nition, and perhaps provisions, should have been exhausted. The entire 
force under my command up to Monday did not exceed 1,300 effective 
men, and at no time during the seven days did it exceed 2,500 men. The 
visionary absurdity of the over-sanguine expectations of capturing gun- 
boats entertained by some. military men becomes apparent when it is 
considered that from 12 to 15 feet depth of water, with a width of from 
6 to 10 feet, is always interposed between the assailants and the object 
assailed, and the boats well-nigh incapable of entrance when boarded, 
and each arranged with reference to the protection of the other. This 
entire expedition was full of hardships to the troops, who endured them 
with patience and fortitude, and were always cool and spirited in the 
presence of the enemy. 

I not only feel under obligation to my regular ‘staff—Capt. W. R.- 
Barksdale, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieut. A. N. Parker, aide- 
de-camp—but also to Lieutenant [W. A.] Drennan, acting ordnance 


Cuar. XXXVI] THE STEELE’S BAYOU EXPEDITION, ETC. 461 


officer, and Mr. E. M. McAfee, volunteer aides, who were efficient in 
their places. Major [E. H.] Cummins, engineer officer, Major-General 
Maury’s staff, accompanied me on this expedition, and had charge of 
all defensive works, in which he displayed much judgment and effi- 
ciency. 

Our loss in the slight combats of this expedition was small, not ex- 
ceeding 2 killed and 6 or 8 wounded. The enemy’s loss, as learned 
from released citizens, was not less than from 12 to 18 killed and from 
40 to 45 wounded. 

A shot from our artillery, whose firing was admirable, crippled the 
United States tug, and took off the leg of the engineer, whose grave we 
found marked, ‘“‘ Engineer United States tug Dahlia; died March 22, 
1863.” The success of the expedition consists in turning and driving 
back the enemy, who in a very short time would have been through 
Rolling Fork into Sunflower River, and had the uncontested control 
of the Yazoo waters. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant, 

W. S. FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maj. D. W. FLOWERREE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, General Maury’s Division. 


Nor 19. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Stephen D. Lec, C. S. Army, commanding Brigade. 


VICKSBURG, MIss., March 30, 1863. 


MAsor: In the absence of Major-General Maury, from whom I re- 
ceived orders, I have the honor to submit the following report of my 
operations on Deer Creek during the last week: 

The enemy, having passed up Steele’s Bayou and through Big Black 
Bayou into Deer Creek, were endeavoring to reach the Sunflower by 
passing through the Rolling Fork. Brigadier-General Featherston and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ferguson, having met the enemy at the Rolling 
Fork, checked his further progress. 

Major-General Maury directed me to take charge of an expedition and 
proceed to Wilson’s plantation, on Lower Deer Creek, to obstruct the 
creek, throw up works, and, if advisable, make a diversion in the enemy’s 
rear, with a view to aid General Featherston, and, if the means of com- 
munication admitted, he would furnish me with troops for a heavy attack 
on the enemy. 

I arrived at Wilson’s, about 6 miles from the mouth of Deer Creek, 
on the 24th, with the Third Louisiana. The First Mississippi Battalion 
was already at that point, obstructing the creek by felling trees. 

On the 25th, the Third Louisiana commenced a log intrenchment, the 
low ground not admitting of digging to make proper works, the highest 
ground not being over 14 feet above the creek and overflow from the 
high water. ; 

On the 26th, the log intrenchment was continued by the Third Loui 
siana and Twenty-sixth Louisiana, which had arrived on the evening of 
the 25th, the obstructions being continued by the First Mississippi 
Battalion, , 
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On the 27th, about 2 a. m., I received a note from Colonel Ferguson 
and from General Featherston, informing me that the enemy had re- 
treated through Black Bayou and made their escape. The Lower Deer 
Creek country for 6 miles above Wilson’s was almost entirely under 
water from the high stage of water, and it was difficult to find sufficient 
ground even at Wilson’s for bivouacking troops. The creek not having 
been cleared out, the small steamer could only get up about 3 miles 
from the mouth, and the other 3 miles troops and supplies had to be 
transported in two large wood-boats by hauling up the creek by the 
trees and bushes, the water being too deep for poling and boats not 
being arranged for and too large for the use of oars. ‘fhese difficulties 
rendered transportation very difficult. The number of skiffs at my 
control being very few, could not be depended on for furnishing sup- 
plies. These difficulties, taken in connection with the limited supply 
of rations at Snyder’s Mill, and the country being overflowed in my 
front, prevented my making any serious advance on the enemy. There- 
fore, I sent a force of 75 men to the place next above Wilson’s (Har- 
dee’s), distant from the pickets of the enemy about 7 miles. This de- 
tachment to reach its post had to wade through water 34 feet deep for 
a mile. The enemy having retreated, I immediately commenced re- 
embarking the troops for Snyder’s Mill. 

Ileft Wilson’s place on the 29th, and arrived in this city the same date. 
A squadron of cavalry was left on Black Bayou to picket and report in 
ease the enemy should return. I consider it highly improbable that 
the enemy will ever attempt to reach the Yazoo River through Lower 
Deer Creek. The creek from Hill’s lower place (Kelsaw) to Paxton’s, 3 
miles from the mouth, has never been cleared out, the trees generally 
overlapping. The water is deep enough for steamers, but it would re- 
quire a great deal of labor to make it practicable. The part uncleared 
is about 20 miles, and the country on either side of the creek overflowed 
except a narrow skirt of bank. Should the enemy attempt this route, 
it will be necessary to establish our work in front of Wilson’s place (say 
at Hardee’s, the place beyond Wilson’s), as the communication between 
Wilson’s and Hardee’s by land is impracticable, and by the creek about 
9 miles. The route by Geary [Greasy ?] Bayou to Hardee’s will have to 
be used. By this route the steamer can go to within 3 miles of Hardee’s, 
and from the steamer large flat-boats can go through the overflow to 
within 100 yards of Hardee’s. All that is necessary to be done by this 
route is to have the route blazed through the overflow. To operate in 
this creek, it will be necessary to have a great many skiffs, as they 
really afford the only means of moving about until Hill’s Kelsaw place 
is reached, from which there is a good road to Black Bayou, about 6 
miles. I discontinued the felling of trees in Deer Creek, as, in my opin- 
ion, the creek was more obstructed by the standing timber than by the 
timber felled. The timber is very heavy, and on being felled sinks to 
the bottom, and the boats can generally run over it, or, after being felled, 
it can readily be pushed into the overflow from the creek. The trees 
by being felled make a clearing or road for the boats, so the felling of 
timber at the present high water rather assists the enemy than other- 
wise. The water is now rising, and the higher it rises the more the 
standing timber is an obstruction to boats. The timber generally is not 
tall enough to reach across the creek, or sets back so far from the creek 
that, when felled, the limbs only reach the deepest water. 

I would respectfully recommend *that a number of skiffs be at once 
constructed for service on Lower Deer Creek, and a small force (say 100 
men) be left to watch the enemy above Hardee’s. 
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General [Louis] Hébert, at Snyder’s Mill, has taken charge on Deer 
Creek since my return. 
Respectfully submitted. 
STEPHEN D. LEE, 
Brigadier: General. 
Major [J. J.] REEVE, 
A. A. G., 2d Dist., Dept. Miss. and EH. La., Vicksburg, Miss. 


P. S.—I inclose two sketches from the creek, which will explain the 
references.* 


No. 20. 


Reports of Col. Samuel W. Ferguson, CO. S. Army, commanding Debach- 7 
ment. 


MoutH oF ROLLING Fork, March 20, 1863. 

MaJor: I, yesterday, on my arrival here, dispatched in gréat haste 
to you. Since then I have advanced with infantry and cavalry, which 
joined me after marching down Deer Creek about 4 miles up Rolling 
Fork, and have succeeded in getting three pieces of artillery over the 
bad portion of the road, yesterday deemed impassable. I have been 
busy cutting timber into Rolling Fork and obstructing it. Already 
enough has been done to detain the boats two or three days, if unop- 
posed. If re-enforcements do not arrive in time, and I have to abandon 
this point, we lose all the country drained by Deer Creek, Bogue Pha- 
liah, Sunflower, and Yazoo, unless we can oppose them with cotton- 
boats in these latter. From the point at which they reached Deer Creek 
they can, by going down, enter the Yazoo above Haynes’ Landing. If 
they have done this, I am already cut off. Itis impossible for me yet 
to ascertain their force in this section. I know of seven boats posi- 
tively, and have myself seen the smoke and steam from those in advanee. 
They have not yet advanced into Rolling Fork by boat. 

Day before yesterday I sent the Emma Bett on Bogue Phaliah, about 
8 miles below Falls’ Landing, and ordered her to go at once to latter 
point, take on board the animals and baggage I had left, stop at mouth 
of Bogue, and take on section of artillery there, then join me here. It 
is now about 9 a. m., and she has not yet come up. I expected her last 
night. The guns warn me to the front. Kept the Sharp here to fall 
back on, and,yif the Bett comes, will at once send her with this dispatch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. FERGUSON, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. J. J. REEVE, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—Colonel Ferguson left this for me to add any additional news. 
There is none. Emma Bett arrived. 
JOHN J. REEVE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

CAMP ON DEER OREEK, March 30, 1863. 
MAsor: I have the honor to report that on the 17th instant a bat- 
talion of sharpshooters, about 250 strong, under Captain [John H.] Mor- 
gan, reported to me on Deer Creek at my camp, about 40 miles above 
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Rolling Fork. In the course of that night I received a dispatch from 
some citizens, informing me that about 30 Yankees were at Watson’s 
place, on Deer Creek, about 15 miles below Rolling Fork. I at once 
ordered 30 of the cavalry to oppose them, but the party had but just 
started when another express from the citizens informed me that five 
gunboats had entered Deer Creek from Black Bayou, and were rapidly 
making their way to Rolling Fork. I instantly ordered the rest of the 
cavalry by forced march to the latter place, to obstruct the creek and 
keep the enemy in check as long as possible. 1 hurried the artillery and 
infantry on the steamer which had brought the latter, and proceeded with 
all dispatch to the mouth of Rolling Fork, which I fortunately reached 
before the enemy, on the afternoon of the 19th. Here the prospect was 
gloomy enough; a pile of saw-dust the only landing place, and the first 
half mile of the road was overflowed, with two bridges afloat. 

By the morning of the 20th, I sueceeded in getting one section of ar- 
tillery to the dry land, and at once attacked the enemy and drove them 
in on their gunboats, at that time detained in Deer Creck, about one- 
quarter of a mile below Rolling Fork, by some trees that had been cut 
by the cavalry. The attack was pushed with success until the ammu- 
nition failed, when the forces were withdrawn from range of the gun- 
boats’ shells. As soon as the rest of the guns could be brought up and 
the limbers replenished, the attack was renewed with the same result 
and discontinued for the same cause. 

Just at this time Major [H. W.] Bridges reported to take command of 
the sharpshooters, and informed me that General Featherston was near 
with re-enforcements. Turning over the command of the field to him, I 
hastened to meet General Featherston, to inform him of the condition of 
things, and to urge him to hurry up and attack. On his arrival on the 
field, it was agreed that the artillery should open on the boats and keep 
up a brisk fire until his infantry should debouch from the woods on 
our left and rather in rear of the enemy, when a rush should be made 
for the boats. The artillery opened fire as directed; my sharpshooters 
drove in the enemy, and one section of my artillery, from an enfilading 
position, drove their howitzers and men in confusion to the boats. Still, 
none of General Featherston’s infantry appeared, and the artillery fire 
was continued until darkness put an end to the conflict. During the 
night I was informed by General Featherston that his regiments were 
in rear of the enemy, close to the creek bank, and that in case the enemy 
attempted to retreat during the night they would attack at once; other- 
wise that we would all attack at daylight. 

In compliance with this, 1 made an attack early on the 21st, drove 
the enemy back, and, after exhausting all my artillery ammunition, con- 
tinued to pursue and harass him with sharpshooters, expecting at every 
moment to hear General Featherston’s regiments open; but after I had 
been engaged for three hours or more, and had driven the boats back 
about 2 miles, I saw the forces of General Featherston in rear of the 
position they had held the previous afternoon, entering the woods. My 
sharpshooters continued to harass the enemy until dark. The latter, 
after reaching a position on the plantation of Dr. Moore, halted. till 
after dark, and during the day burned every building on the place except 
one small stable. 

On the following day it was discovered that they had during the night 
continued their retreat, although re-enforeed by one regiment, and they 
were still getting out of the way as rapidly as possible. General Feath- 
erston ordered my sharpshooters to press them on the right bank, two 
regiments to gain their rear and then attack, while the artillery and the 
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Fortieth Alabama pressed them on the ief oank. As soon as the enemy 
discovered that their rear had been gained, they halted in an open 
country and fired furiously at everything which could be seen, but 
without effect. Our artillery returned the fire as long as their ammu 
nition held out. The regiments in the rear encountered re-enforce 
ments coming up, and immediately fell back after slight skirmishing. 
The re-enforcements arrived, deployed, run in our skirmishers, and 
marched back to the fleet, We remained in position until dark, then 
fell back. 

My command, having been engaged for three successive days con- 
stantly, was then held in reserve, and the enemy was followed at too 
great a distance for them to be again used, except the cavalry, under 
Captain [G.] Barnes, to whose untiring energy and gallant conduct on 
Naps as on every other occasion since he reported to me, much praise 
is due. 

The artillery, under Lieutenant [R. L.] Wood, behaved as I expected 
men who fought as they did on the 23d ultimo. Their cool, calm cour- 
age and good shooting was a glad sight to a soldier’s eye. J would in- 
clude in this favorable notice the section under Lieutenant [A. P.] St. 
John, temporarily attached to the command of Lieutenant Wood. 

The sharpshooters, under skillful guidance of Major Bridges and Cap- 
tain Morgan, exhibited that reckless disregard for shell and grape which 
made the furious cannonade of the Yankees seem an amusing display of 
pyrotechnics. 

The expenditure of all kinds of missiles, from a 13-inch shell to a Minie 
ball, on every point where it was thought they might be hid, showed the 
estimation the enemy had of them. Except Private Reuben Wilmore, 
of Company I, Third Mississippi Volunteers, who fell, gallantly fighting, 
from a grape-shot wound in the head, none of my command were touched 
by their artillery, though subjected to a constant fire for three days. I 
regret to have to report Privates W. A. Swayze, Company C, McBeecher, 
Company H, and. Samuel Devereau, Company HE, all of Third Missis- 
sippi Volunteers, wounded by Minie balls, and Acting Sergt. Maj. John 
[G.] Poindexter, Company B, and Private McKnight, Company H, same 
regiment, captured. The two latter had particularly attracted my at- 
tention by skill and bravery. 

There is justsubject for congratulation that this formidable expedition, 
commanded by Admiral Porter, and consisting of some of the best iron- 
clads and mortar-boats, was successfully repulsed with such trifling loss; 
but I must express the belief that all the boats should have been cap- 
tured or destroyed by a vigorous attack, and the infantry re-enforcements 
destroyed in detail as they came up. 

I would call attention to the burning of houses and cotton and pillag- 
ing done by Admiral Porter, in direct contradiction of the notice pub- 
lished by himself, an official copy of which I forwarded to the depart- 
ment. One of the shells from this valiant hero exploded in the chamber 
of an invalid woman, in which ten women and children had taken refuge. 
Providentially, but one negro woman was wounded by it. She now lies 
at the point of death. A child two years old was grievously burned. 
This was the most effective shell thrown by them. We caused to be 
destroyed one large coal-barge, and captured nine launches and yawls 
and several small-arms and two flags, besides cooking utensils, &c. 

. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 

S. W. FERGUSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Detachments. 
Maj. D. W. FLOWERREE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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MARCH 15-16, 1863.—Skirmishes near Hernando, Miss. 
Report of Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C. 8. Army. 


Pawnoua, March 18, 1863. 


A part of my command, under Major [G. L.] Blythe, skirmished with 
the enemy near Hernando on Sunday; killed 1 man. Again on Mon- 
day. Hnemy’s loss reported 8 killed, — wounded. Our loss, 1 killed. 

Another skirmish on Coldwater, 8 miles north of Holly Springs. 
Captains Mathews’, Maxwell’s, Johnson’s, and Mitchell’s companies en- 
gaged the enemy. 

Our loss, 1 killed, 1 wounded, and several prisoners. Hnemy’s loss 
reported to be 10 killed and wounded. 

JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier- General. 
Géneral PEMBERTON. 


‘ 


- MARCH 16-18, 1863.—Expedition from Jackson to Trenton, Tenn. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Daniel H. Brush, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry. 


HpgRrs. EIGHTEENTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Jackson, Tenn., March 18, 1863. 


Sir: I hereby report that, in pursuance of orders received from head- 
quarters of District of Jackson, on the evening of 15th instant, I started 
at 6 o’clock the next morning with what men I could mount, and pro- 
ceeded on the route indicated. In approaching Humboldt on the west 
side of the railroad, when within 3 or 4 miles, we came near to the mid- 
dle fork of the Forked Deer River, and ascertained that it was impos- 
sible to cross that stream to the west, owing to the destruction of bridges 
and the highness of the water, and learning from aman direct from 
Humboldt that no armed rebels were there, I so far departed from the 
strict letter of the orders as to cross the railroad and proceed to Hum- 
boldt on the east side. We had to make a considerable circuit through 
a very swampy bottom to a ford, where we crossed. On arriving at 
Humboldt, I had the town surrounded, but found nobody there except 
citizens and a company of Sixty-second Illinois Regiment: I learned 
there that the previous afternoon 10 or 12 men, armed, supposed to be 
rebel soldiers, passed through the town, making no stop and doing no 
damage to property or persons. It was reported that they had come 
across two artillerymen in that vicinity, whom they took prisoners and 
paroled. 

From Humboldt I proceeded to Trenton, going up on west side of the 
railroad. When we reached the, place, I caused it to be surrounded, 
and caused a search to be made, but no rebels were discovered, and I 
could not learn that any had been there since the Union troops left; 
everything seemed peaceable and quiet. I was told that a Colonel 
McMurray, formerly in the rebel service, had been discharged and re- 
turned to his home, some 8 miles west of Trenton, two or three weeks 
since, to stay; also that a young man named Bell had left the enemy 
and gone to his home in the neighborhood. I left Trenton about 6 p. 
m., taking the road toward Jackson, east side of railroad, and camped 
for the night 5 miles south ofthe town. Next day at sunrise we started, 
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and finding the bridges across the middle fork of the Forked Deer had 
been destroyed, made a detour to the east about 15 miles, to the Spring 
Creek road, The crossing of the creek there was quite difficult, the 
bridge being nearly destroyed and the ford deep and muddy. However, 
we got horses and men across safely. It was reported to me by a man 
of that vicinity that on last Saturday night a squad of mounted rebels 
passed the road going west, and passed again going east on Sunday 
night. The man who told me had not seen them, but said it was the 
neighborhood report; that some horses had been stolen in the neigh- 
borhood, and it was supposed that was the business the men were on. 
From Spring Creek we took the road to this place, where we arrived 
about dark. 

During the trip two Government mules were found in a man’s stable 
and brought in, to be turned over to the proper officer. The man stated 
he had taken the mules up on the road a short tinre since, intending to 
keep them for the Government until he could deliver them. We pro- 
cured feed for our horses of three different men on the trip, to whom 
statements were given showing the facts. 

Respectfully submitted. 

D. H. BRUSH, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. T. H. HARRIs, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MARCH 19, 1863.—Passage of the Grand Gulf batteries by the Hartford 
and Monongahela. 


Report of Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen, C. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, 
Grand Gulf, March 19, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that the gunboats Hartford and 
Monongahela passed by this morning on their way up the river. Colo- 
nel [Wm.] Wade, commanding the Parrott battery, reserved his fire, as 
directed, until the vessels were nearly opposite his guns. The Hartford 
kept between the shore and the gunboat. As soon as he opened, the lat- 
ter made the best possible time around the point, and all the fire was 
directed against the sloop of war. The firing was very accurate, and 
almost every shot struck the mark, but with what effect eould not be 
perceived.* They answered with heavy guns, but harmed nothing ex- 
cept a battery flag-staff. 

I have been anxiously looking for the Anna Perette all day, and still 
hope she will be here before night. The guns can be mounted in very 
short order, when once here, and I trust to be able to give them a better 
reception on their way down. 

-L allowed the Grand Era to go on down to Red River this afternoon, 
there being no danger below.. The Fulton also exhibited orders to pro- 
ceed to the same destination, but I retained her to go to Hard Times, 
3 or 4 miles on the other side of the river, to get a thousand or so sacks 


* Rear-Admiral D. G.-Farragut, U.S. Navy, reports his casualties as 2 men killed 
and G6 wounded. See Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863, 
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of corn, which await transportation there. Hvery precaution has been 
taken to prevent surprise, and the boat will return this afternoon. 
} Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maj. J. J. REEVE, Assistant Adjutant General. 


MARCH 21, 1863—Guerrilla attack on railway train between Bolivar and 
Grand Junction, Tenn. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Mason Brayman, U. S. Army, commanding at Bolivar. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C. S. Army, commanding Fifth Military Dis. 
trict. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Mason Brayman, U. S. Army, commanding at 
Bolwar. 


BotivAR, TENN., March 22, 1863. 

Str: The transactions this side of Grand Junction appear substan- 
tially as follows: 

Information appears to have been sent down the road on Friday that 
on yesterday morning the road paymaster would be down to pay the . 
laborers. - This information, diffused, of course, through the country, 
probably induced the effort to capture the pay train. On yesterday 
morning the wood train went down in advance, the pay train following. 
At 8.30, the pay train came up with the wood train. A rail had been 
removed on the outside of a sharp curve, 3$ miles this side of Grand 
Junction, in a cut. The engine, tender, and five cars had run off the 
rails. The train men had been captured and carried off. The enemy 
lined the banks, and approached through the thick woods. The engi- 
neer of the pay train reversed his engine. Asit paused before receding, 
the guerrillas, who surrounded the car, cheered triumphantly, supposing 
the capture accomplished. The gallant fellow stood to his work, put on 
all steam, and shot backward. Discovering his purpose, they poured a 
hot fire upon the train, striking the engine, tender, and car, several balls 
striking near him [the engineer]. Sheltered by the sides of the engine, 
he retained control of it, and brought his train to Bolivar in safety. 
Two persons—Mr. [Carlos] Dutton, quartermaster, and Mr. Cummings, 
from the machine-shop at Jackson—fearing a collision with the wood 
train ahead, jumped off and were captured. Through the negligence 
of the station agent, and those having charge of the escaped train, I 
was not advised of the accident until noon, some two hours after the 
return of the train, when the quartermaster, Lieutenant [William W.] 
McFarland, notified me. 

At 1, Colonel Engelmann, of the Forty-third Mlinois, with 200 men, 
proceeded by train to the scene of disaster. Some two cars had been 
burned, a fire built in the tender, without serious injury, the wires cut, 
and the track somewhat damaged. The damaged cars were thrown 
from the track; the engine and other ears replaced. When the Jack- 
son train came down, I placed upon it two companies of the One hun- 
dred and sixth IHinois, under Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, to secure the 
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safety of that train, and, if necessary, aid the detachment which pre- 
ceded it. Immediately on receiving intelligence, I sent detachments of 
the First West Tennessee Cavalry, who scoured the country along the 
railroad beyond Middleburg, toward Somerville, and as far as Whiteville, 
where they captured G. W. Cashea, of Captain Colter’s company, For- 
rest’s cavalry, who says the attacking force consisted of three companies 
of Forrest’s and a portion of Street’s band, about 100 strong. I am in- 
formed that on the occurrence of the accident, information was sent to 
Grand Junction, and the forves at that point placed in line of battle, 
standing in defensive attitude until 4 o’clock in the afternoon, about 
whieh time an imposing force moved out to where the trouble occurred, 
finding there the force from Bolivar, and the damages in course of re- 
pair. The scene of accident, and in this direction (including Hickory 
Valley Station) being outside my command, I am not advised what 
forces were on guard, or whether any further casualties occurred than 
J have mentioned. 

The expedition from Bolivar returned safely, having performed gal- 
lantly and well the duty assigned them. The attacking force appears 
to be the same that has for some time infested the neighborhood south 
of here, and were probably attracted to the point by the expectation 
of capturing a train bearing public funds and feebly defended. I think 
they fled north to join Richardson, not even waiting to do serious mis- 
chief after the paymaster escaped them. 

I think proper to advise you that, upon reliable information, I con- 
clude that Richardson is now stronger than last week, when annihilated 
by the newspapet's. 

Respectfully, yours, &c., 

M. BRAYMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Capt. T. H. HARRIS, , 

Acting Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 


Report of Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C. 8S. Army, commanding Fifth 
Military District. ‘ 
PANOLA, March 28, 1863. 
Capts. S. G. Street and Wilson, with 80 men, made a gallant dash 
behind the enemy at Grand Junction; threw a construction train off 
the track within 5 miles of the Junction, and burned it; captured 16 
. white prisoners and 16 free Americans of African descent. 
JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-Generat. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


MARCH 21-22, 1863.—Scout from La Grange to Saulsbury, Tenn. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Reuben Loomis, Siath Illinois Cavalry. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., March 22, 1863. 
CoLoNEL: In pursuance of your orders of the 21st instant, I pro- 
ceeded with the effective force of the regiment and four guns of the bat- 
tery to Grand Junction, Tenn. There I was informed by the officer in 
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command of the post that the depredations which had been committed 
on the railroad a few miles from that point were supposed to have been 
done by [8.G.] Street-and a certain Captain White, of guerrilla notoriety, 
and their command consisted of about 34 men. Thinking we could 
manage the aforesaid force without the battery, I ordered it back to La 
Grange, to report to you. We then proceeded on the State Line road 
in the direction of Saulsbury. After marching about 2 miles, I divided 
my command, Captain Sloan taking command of Companies C, D, E, F, 
G, and H, and proceeded on the State Line road in the direction of Sauls- 
bury, with instructions to scour the country on his route generally, 
and to make connection with me or the rest of the command at Sauls- 
bury. 

Tthel proceeded to the railroad, and found the wreck that Street had 
made of the train. My object in going to this point was that I might 
possibly get the direction which the guerrillas had taken; but, after 
observation, we found, after the rebels had left the railroad, they-divided 
in parties of some four or five, and had gone in all directions. I then 
took up the march in the direction of Saulsbury, but after leaving the 
railroad about one-half mile, I sent Captain Pierce, in command of 
Companies A and B, to the left, whilst I, with the remainder of the 
command, went to the right. We scoured the country throughout, and 
met at Saulsbury without any correct report or definite idea as to where 
Street was or had gone. We remained in Saulsbury some two hours, 
waiting for Captain Sloan to make connection, during which time we 
fed our horses, and sought information concerning Street, but gained 
but little. Finally Captain Sloanarrived. He had been somewhat more 
successful than I had been; he had heard of Street, but he was some six 
hours ahead, and making his route in three parties through the woods 
and fields. One of said parties consisted of 9 Union prisoners ; another 
consisted of a gang of negroes to the number of 20 or 30; whilst the 
third was mounted, and seemed to be a kind of an advance guard or 
generally lookers-out. 

The enemy having so much the start of us, I considered it useless to 
make further pursuit, and as there was no forage in the immediate 
neighborhood, I returned to camp, where we arrived about 1 a. m. 

Hoping this may prove satisfactory, I remain your most obedient 

‘ servant, 
_R. LOOMIS, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Col. B. H. GRIERSON, 
Commanding First Cavalry Brigade. 


MARCH 24, 1863.—Skirmish on Davis’ Mill road, near La Grange, Tenn. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Reuben Loomis, Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., March 24, 1863. 
COLONEL: This evening I was informed that the Second Iowa pick- 
ets, standing on the road running southeast from this place, had been 
attacked by a party of guerrillas, and two of them were captured. I 
instantly took about 50 men and wentin pursuit of them. We traveled 
about 15 miles double-quick, came upon them, killed 3, reeaptured our 
men, and took 3 prisoners. We stopped at a house where there were 
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4 or 5 men who called themselves citizens, but Iam under the impres- 
sion they are part of the above-named party. 

Herewith I send you 3 prisoners, as follows, viz: W. L. Barrett, W. 
a Sealers and L. W. Mills, whom you can dispose of as you think 

est. 

Hoping that this may prove satisfactory, I remain, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

R. LOOMIS, 
Ineutenant- Colonel. 

Col. B. H. GRIERSON, 

Commanding First Cavalry Brigade. 


MARCH 25, 1863.—Passage of the Vicksburg batteries by the Switzerland, 
and destruction of the Lancaster. 


RHEPORTS. 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Alfred W. Ellet, U. S. Army, commanding Mississippi Marine 
Brigade. 
No. 2.—Col. Charles Rivers Ellet, U. S. Army, commanding U.S. steam ram Switzer- 
land. 
No. 3,—Lieut. Col. John A. Ellet, U. S. Army, commanding U. S. steam ram Lan- 
caster. 


No. 4.—Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C.S. Army, commanding at Vicksburg. 
No. 5.—Brig. Gen. Seth M. Barton, C. S. Army, commanding brigade. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Alfred W. Hllet, U. S. Army, commanding Missis- 
sippi Marine Brigade. 


FLAG-SHIP AUTOCRAT, 
Above Vicksburg, March 26, 1863. 


Stm: I have the honor to report that on yesterday, in response to a 
request made by Admiral Farragut for two rams to aid him in main- 
taining possession of the Mississippi River between Vicksburg and Port 
Hudson, and to destroy the enemy’s communications from Red River, I 
ordered the Switzerland and Lancaster, the latter in command of Lieut. 
Col. John A. Ellet, the former commanded by Maj. John Lawrence, the 
expedition being under the command of Col. Charles R. Ellet, who was 
on the Switzerland in person, to pass the batteries and join Admiral 
Farragut below. I regret to say that in the performance of this order 
the Lancaster was blown up and totally destroyed by the terrible fire 
from the enemy’s batteries. The Switzerland also received a 10-inch 
shell in het boilers when opposite the center of the enemy’s line of de- 
fenses, totally disabling her. She floated past, and finally escaped with- 
out more seriousinjury. Ihave nowon board alarge force of mechanics, 
who will have her repaired, and in a few days again ready for efficient 
service. : 

I inclose a copy of the letter received from Admiral Farragut, which, 
taken in connection with my own knowledge of the great importance of 
the interest involved, induced me to undertake the enterprise. 

I deem it proper in this report to call your special attention to the 
great gallantry displayed by the officers and men composing the crews 
of these vessels under circumstances of the most imminent peril. When 
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I arrived on board the Switzerland, which I did, in company with W. 
D. Crandall, assistant adjutant-general, as soon as I discovercd that she 
was disabled, I found perfect order prevailing; although the shot were 
still falling fast, not a man showed the slightest trepidation, and a proud 
determination was expressed never to lower the tattered remnant of a 
flag yet flying, which had been run up by their colonel’s own hands in 
reply to the enemy’s wild clamor when they supposed that his boat was 
destroyed by seeing the escape of steam. Of Lieut. Col. John A. Ellet, 
I must make special mention, who, after saving his own crew from the 
sunken Lancaster, was pulled in an open yawl by two negroes, through 
a terrible fire of shell and grape, for a distance of near 2 miles, to offer 
his assistance to the crew of the disabled Switzerland. 
I inclose the separate reports of Col. Charles R. Ellet and Lieut. Col. 
John A. Ellet. . 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED W. ELLET, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, ‘ 
Secretary of War. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


U. S. FLAG-SHIP HARTFORD, 
Below Vicksburg, March 23, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. ALFRED W. ELLET, » 
Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade : 

GENERAL: I have written Admiral Porter to the effect that I am 
most desirous of having an iron-clad gunboat and two rams below Vicks- 
burg, to maintain the control of the river between this place and Port 
Hudson. The Red River trade is now the only resource of the enemy 
for their supplies at both Vicksburg and Port Hudson. The failure of 
my vessels to get by Port Hudson has reduced me to the necessity of 
asking the above assistance from Admiral Porter, but I am unwilling 
to interfere with the admiral’s command in any way, but I feel assured 
that if he were here he would grant the assistance Iso much need to 
carry out this great object. I beg to assure you that nothing would be 
more gratifying to me than to have two of your rams, and I remain, 
truly, your obedient servant, 

D. G. FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral. 
[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS MISSISSIPPI MARINE BRIGADE, 
Plag-ship Autocrat, March 24, 1863. 
Captain WALKE, Commanding La Fayette : 


CAPTAIN: I have received a written communication from Admiral 
Farragut, in which he informs me that he had requested from Admiral 
Porter an iron-clad gunboat and two rams, to enable him to hold the 
river between Vicksburg and Port Hudson. 

In consequence of the failure to get the fleet above that point, he is 
entirely too weak to accomplish this great object unaided. It is my pur- 
pose to send past the batteries to-night, in compliance with this request, 
the Switzerland and Lancaster, and shall be glad, if you conclude to 
send a gunboat, to be informed, that we may act in concert. 

Very respectfully, 
ALFRED W. ELLET, 
Brigadier-General. 
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[Inclosure No. 3.] 


HEADQUARTERS MISSISSIPPI MARINE BRIGADE, 
Flag-ship Autocrat, above Vicksburg, March 24, 1863. 


Col. CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 
Commanding Ram Fleet : 


COLONEL: You will proceed in command of the steam rams Switzer- 
land and Lancaster to pass the batteries at Vicksburg to-night, and 
report to Admiral Farragut below. ‘Take every precaution to prevent 
lights being seen on your boats during the passage down. 

Take only men enough to run the boats; have the yawls on the star- 
board guards for instant use in case of necessity, and hang knotted ropes 

from either side to the water’s edge, to which men could hang to avoid 
steam. 

You will not, in the event that either boat is disabled, attempt under 
fire of the batteries to help her off with the other boat, but will run 
on down, it being of primary importance that one boat at least should 
get safely by. 

The purpose for which you are.sent below is to assist in keeping pos- 
session of the river between Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and cutting 
off the enemy’s communications with and supplies from Red River and 
its tributaries, and to aid in repelling the rebel rams and cotton-clad 
steamers if they should attack Farragut’s vessels. 

You will afford all the aid in your power to the military force which 
will attack Warrenton to-morrow. 

Report to me by every convenient opportunity. 


Very respectfully, 
ALFRED W. ELLET, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 4.] 


UNITED STATES MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Yazoo River, March 25, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. ALFRED W. ELLET, : 

Commanding Marine Brigade, Mississippi Squadron : 
GENERAL: Will you please inform me by what authority you sent 
the rams Lancaster and Switzerland past the batteries at Vicksburg, 
in open day, and without taking any precaution to guard their hulls? 
One of these vessels has, in consequence, been sunk, and the other 
damaged extensively, which might very well have been expected under 
the circumstances. You will also inform me who were the commanders 
of these vessels, and all the circumstances attending this unfortunate 
affair. 
Very respectfully, &c., 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


{Inclosure No. 5.] 


HEADQUARTERS MISSISSIPPI MARINE BRIGADE, . 
Flag-ship Autocrat, above Vicksburg, March 25, 1863. 
Davin D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Mississippi Squadron: 
ADMIRAL: In compliance with your instructions, I would respectfully 
report that the Switzerland and Lancaster were sent past the batteries 


\ 
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of Vicksburg by my order this morning, in consequence of receiving an 
urgent request from Admiral Farragut for their assistance to aid him 
in keeping the river open from Vicksburg to Port Hudson, and in de- 
stroying the enemy’s communications from Red River, and also for the 
purpose of passing troops over the river to Warrenton, to aid in the 
destruction of the formidable batteries now being constructed at that 
oint. 

The boats started before daylight. You have been misinformed of the 
passage being made in open day. It is true that, in consequence of the 
injury that the boats sustained, they did not get past before the sun had 
risen, yet, if they had not been injured and obliged to float, they would 
have made the passage before it was fully light. 

The Lancaster, I regret to say, is.a total loss. Her boilers were 
exploded, and being a very rotten boat, she went to pieces and sank 
immediately. She was commanded by Lieut. Col. John A. Ellet. The 
Switzerland was commanded by Col. Charles R. Ellet in person, who 
also commanded the expedition. She received a number of shots, but, 
being a stronger boat, was not much injured. Her boiler was exploded 
by a plunging shot; in other respects the damage was not material. 
She will be repaired in a few days, and is in a position where I trust 
she will be able to redeem whatever of mishap has attended the passage 
of the Vicksburg batteries. 

Very respectfully, 
ALFRED W. ELLET, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


OFF FLAG-SHIP AUTOCRAT, 
Via Cairo, April 13, 1863—5.25 p. m. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of this 
date. 

A detailed report of the loss of the Lancaster on the morning of the 
25th instant [ultimo] before Vicksburg was sent to you by mail the fol- 
lowing day, together with a copy of the letter from Admiral Farragut 
asking the aid of two rams and one iron-clad gunboat. 

Admiral Porter was absent. Captain Walke would not take the re- 
sponsibility to respond, not having yet reported to Admiral Porter, and, 
conceiving the case to be one of urgent necessity, I offered to take the 
responsibility, and send the Lancaster and Switzerland. Admiral Far- 
ragut gladly accepted the offer, and the boats went. 

I do not conceive that I acted against orders, not having yet received 
any orders from anybody, except those emanating direct from your De- 
partment, to report to Admiral Porter for duty as soon as my brigade 
was formed. / 


If my acts meet with your approval, I shall little regard any efforts 


of others to misrepresent me. 
I will forward you immediately duplicate copies of my report and 
Admiral Farragut’s letter by mail. r enti 
Very respectfully, 


ALFRED W. ELLET, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Report of Col. Charles Rivers Ellet, U. S. Army, commanding U. S. 
steam ram Switzerland. 


U. S. STEAM RAM SWITZERLAND, 
Below Vicksburg, March 25, 1863. 


GENERAL: J have the honor to report to you that, in compliance with 
your instructions, I started before daybreak this morning, with the rams 
Switzerland and Lancaster, to pass the Vicksburg batteries. ‘The short 
time which I was allowed for preparations, and the necessity of taking 
in large quantities of stores and provisions, delayed our departure until 
it was nearly light. The wind was extremely unfavorable, and, not- 
withstanding the caution with which the boats put out into the middle 
of the stream, the puff of their escape-pipes could be heard with fatal 
distinctness below. The flashing of the enemy’s signal lights from bat- 
tery to battery as we neared the city showed me that concealment was 
useless. The morning, too, was beginning to break, and I saw that, if 
we were to pass at all, it was to be done at once. I ordered my pilots 
to give the Switzerland full headway, and we went round the point 
under 160 pounds of steam. -The rebels opened fire at once, but the 
first fifteen or twenty shots were badly aimed. As we got nearer to the 
guns, however, the fire became both accurate and rapid. Shot after shot 
struck my boat, tearing everything to pieces before them. A few hun- 
dred yards behind us the Lancaster, under command of Lieut. Col. John 
A. Ellet, still steamed steadily down, but I could see the splinters fly 
from her at every discharge. When about three-quarters of a mile 
below the point, and full in front of the enemy’s heaviest guns, a 10-inch 
shell plunged through the boiler deck of the Switzerland and into her 
center boiler. The explosion of steam which ensued was very severe, 
and was welcomed by the traitors with shouts of exultation. The en- 
gines stopped at once, and even the pilot-house was filled to suffocation 
with the hot steam, but the pilots stood to their posts like men, and, by 
my order, kept her out in the stream, when she floated down with the 
current. The enemy relaxed their fire, and the steam had scarcely 
cleared away from the Switzerland when I saw the Lancaster blown 
up. She commenced to sink rapidly, and in a few moments went 
down, bow foremost. 

I ordered the crew of the Switzerland into as secure a position as 
possible, and floated past the remaining batteries without any loss of 
life or material damage to the boat. A few moments after your arrival 
on board with Adjutant-General Crandall, and when opposite the mouth 
of the canal, Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet came alongside in a yawl, having 
rowed down to us through afire of grape and shell, to offer us any as- 
sistance in his power. Hehad previously set ashore his own crew and 
wounded men and fired the upper works of his boat. When out of 
range, the Switzerland was met by the Albatross and towed into shore. 

I cannot conclude this report without referring to the heroic conduct 
of the officers and crew of the Switzerland. No fear or lack of disci- 
pline was exhibited by any person on board, and although we were within 
a pistol-shot of shore, not a man attempted to desert the boat or to leave 
his post without orders. Among those who especially distinguished 
themselves by their resolution and courage were Maj. John W. Law- 
rence, Pilot Alexander McKay, Lieut. Edward ©. Ellet, and Third En- 
gineer Granville Roberts. This is the second time that the three last- 
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named officers have passed the batteries at Vicksburg. The damage to 
the Switzerland’s boilers is considerable, but will be repaired in a few 
days by the machinists now on board ; her engines and hull are in good 
condition. Her loss comprises only 3 negroes badly scalded; 1 man 
on the Lancaster was drowned, another severely scalded, and Pilot T. 
W. L. Kitson lost a foot. The very limited loss of life on both boats is 
due to the extremely small number of men who were selected to run the 
boats through. The remainder of the crews were sent across by land. 
I inclose Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet’s report of the Lancaster. 
Very respectfully, 
CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Brig. Gen. ALFRED W. ELLET, 
Oommanding Mississippi Marine Brigade. 


No. 3. 


Report of Lieut. Col. John A. Ellet, U. S. Army, commanding U. S. steam 
ram Lancaster. 


FLAG-SHIP AUTOCRAT, 
Above Vicksburg, March 25, 1863. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your in- 
structions, I left my anchorage above the mouth of the canal at 4.30 
o’clock this morning on board the U. 8S. steam ram Lancaster, for the 
purpose of running the enemy’s batteries at Vicksburg. The lights 
were all extinguished, and every precaution taken to prevent giving any 
knowledge of our approach. I endeavored to conduct the movements 
of my vessel as silently as possible, allowing her to float part of the 
time, and occasionally righting her up by going ahead on the slow bell. 
Unfortunately the escape of steam from her smoke-stacks was very loud. 
In addition to this, the night was clear, calm, and starlight, with a slight 
breeze setting from us directly toward the rebel batteries. From the 
character of the night and the warmth of our reception, I am led to be- 
lieve that our very first movements were heard by the enemy. Keep- 
ing the distance of about 200 yards between my vessel and the Switz- 
erland, 1 approached within about half a mile of the point of the pen- 
insula very slowly, when the sudden flashes of signals along the whole 
line of the enemy’s works gave unmistakable evidence that our move- 
ments were apprehended. I then ordered on a full head of steam, 
expecting every moment to receive the enemy’s fire. When within 
about 400 yards of the point of the peninsula, the enemy opened upon 
me with a brisk fire from the upper batteries, but the shot fell wide of 
the mark. 

Rounding the point, [ ordered the pilot to steer well to the starboard, 
to prevent following immediately in the wake of the Switzerland. When 
just abreast of the upper batteries, the first shot struck my vessel, pass- 
ing through both smoke-stacks. The fire continued almost incessantly, 
but without serious damage, for about five minutes after this time, when 
a heavy shot passed through the vessel immediately under the pilot- 
house, carrying away the steps which led from the cabin into the pilot- 
house, and wounding Mr. T. W. L. Kitson, steersman, whom I had placed 
at the foot of the steps to be in readiness to take the wheel should my 
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other pilot be disabled. We were now just opposite the water batteries, 
and they poured a very active fire upon us, striking the vessel in every 
part but a vital one. At this time I entertained the most sanguine ex- 
pectations of getting my vessel past in safety. This thought, however, 
was speedily dispelled by a heavy shot, which exploded the steam-drum, 
and enveloped the entire vessel in a terrible cloud of steam, driving the 
engineers and firemen from their posts, and compelling every one upon 
the lower and gun deck to seek the bow of the boat outside of the 
wooden bulkhead, when a friendly breeze shielded them from the ex- 
cruciating tortures of the hot steam. 

About this time a heavy plunging shot struck her in the frailest part 
of her stern, passing longitudinally through her, and piercing the hull in 
the center near the bow, causing an enormous leak in the vessel. The 
pilot, Mr. Andrew J. Dennis, remained at the wheel, giving direction to 
the helpless vessel, until the wheel was demolished by a shot, from the 
effects of which he miraculously escaped. He reported the damage to me, 
and I sent him below to control the tiller-ropes by hand, and then went 
down myself to ascertain the condition of the hull. I found her sinking 
very fast, and partly turned around by an eddy, so that her starboard 
side was subjected to the hottest fire. I therefore ordered the two yawls 
to be brought from the starboard side to the larboard quarter of the 
bow, where the hull of the vessel afforded them the greatest protection, 
and then ordered my men to take to their boats, first providing for the 
wounded and scalded. 

The water was by this time running over the decks, and I found it 
would be impossible to secure her to the shore. I therefore set her 
upper works on fire, by discharging my pistols into the cotton. This 
was superfluous, however, for in a few minutes afterward she plunged 
into the flood, bow foremost. 

_ ILhad an abundance of room in my two yawls for every soul on board, 
but, unfortunately, some of my men attempted to swim ashore. In so 
doing, Orderly Sergt. William [H.] McDonald was drowned. While in 
our yawls, making our escape from the sinking wreck, we were sub- 
jected to a galling fire of shot and shell. As soon as the yawls reached 
the shore, the men sought shelter in the neighboring woods. I ex- 
pressed my determination to go to the Switzerland, and two faithful 
negroes rowed me to her. 

* * * * * * * 


My officers, soldiers, and boatmen behaved with the utmost coolness 
and courage. 

There are some instances of heroic daring which deserve special men- 
tion. Among these were George W. Lindsey, first master; Henry S. 
Brown, chief engineer; Andrew J. Dennis, pilot; T. W. L. Kitson, 
steersman; George W. Andrews, carpenter, and Samuel Weaver, en- 
gineer. The two latter gentlemen passed the Vicksburg batteries on 
a former occasion on board the Queen of the West. It is extremely 
difficult to designate individuals when all did so nobly, without doing 
injustice, but these men came under my own personal observation and 
challenged my admiration by their great gallantry. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. ELLET, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Lancaster, 


Col. CHARLES RIVERS ELLE’, 
Commanding Ram Fleet. 
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No. 4. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C. S. Army, commanding at 
Vicksburg. 


Hpgrs. SECOND DISTRICT, DEPT. OF Miss. AND EH. La., 
Vicksburg, March 25, 1863. 


Masor: I have the honor to report that, about 5.30 o’clock this morn- 
ing, two boats attempted to pass our batteries. One of them was sunk 
about 2 miles below the town, with almost all on board ; the other was 
seriously disabled. When she had floated out of range of our batteries, 
the gunboat Albatross (heretofore called, it is thought by mistake, the 
Monongahela) took her in tow. She is now helpless, and it will appar- 
ently take some time for them to repair her damages. During the en- 
gagement the Hartford moved up from below Warrenton, engaging the 
fort there. ; 

She approached so near that our musketry drove the gunners from 
the guns, when she withdrew. The officer whom I sent to Mobile and 
‘Montgomery has succeeded in obtaining a good deal of powder and 
projectiles for my heavy guns. It cannot pass either Meridian or Jack- 
son without your orders; please give such that will secure its speedy 
arrival. J send you on the train to-day two Federal deserters and a 
negro taken in the act of carrying dispatches for the enemy. One of 
the deserters is an intelligent man, and some information can perhaps 
be derived from him. TI inclose herewith a list of the ordnance and 
ordnance stores sent General Loring.* 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cc. L. STEVENSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


VICKSBURG, March 25, 1863. 

The boat which passed this morning was towed ashore just above 
Brown & Johnston’s landing, where she now lies apparently a wreck. 
The Hartford, in passing up to her assistance, engaged our iron case- 
mates at Warrenton for some twenty minutes, during which she was 
roughly handled, being struck some twenty-six times. We had mounted 
four Parrott guns in the casemate since she went down. General [S. 
D.] Lee isadvancing slowly. Nothing from Featherston. A regiment, 
the 32-pounder ammunition, and one-cotton boat went to General Lor- 


ing to-day. 
C. L. STEVENSON, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


No. 5. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Seth M. Barton, 0. S. Army, commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS, SOUTH, 
March 25, 1863—6 p. m. 
Mason: All remains quiet. The enemy is still hard at work at his 
repairs; mine are finished. I was mistaken in saying in my 8 o’clock 


* Omitted. 
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dispatch that the parapet had been pierced; its top was merely raked. 
To-night all will be completely covered where the slightest danger 
exists, and be ready for the fleet. The Hartford must have suffered 
greatly; every shot struck her (twenty-six in all); some went entirely 
through. She was driven from every position she took. A part of the 
iron that was cut off slipped down and covered one embrasure, depriv- 
ing us of the use of one gun from the beginning. Some steel punch- 
headed shot did all the damage. 

Very respectfully, 

S. M. BARTON, 
Brigadier-General, 
Maj. J. J. REEVE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MARCH — —-APRIL 1, 1863.—Expedition to Booneville, Miss. 
Report of Col. Patrick H. Burke, Sixty-sixth Illinois Infantry. 


Camp DAVIES, MIss., April 1, 1863. 

The expedition to Booneville has returned, bringing 6 prisoners, 
among whom is the notorious Sam. White, guerrilla, robber, and 
cotton-burner. They, also captured a few horses. Billingsley is all 
right, and all he said was found to be correct. I regret to have to 
state that the failure of the expedition is by the officers attributed to 
the timidity or gross carelessness of Lieutenant-Colonel [Charles W.] 
Smith, commanding the expedition. The enemy were completely sur- 
rounded, except where the infantry were expected to cover, when they 
were unfortunately halted within half a mile of the enemy and ordered 
to make coffee and take breakfast. I hope the official reports, when 
. they come in, will brighten the gloomy aspect of the case. Will send 
full particulars to-morrow. 

P. E. BURKE, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
General GRENVILLE M. DODGE. 


MARCH 28-APRIL 3, 1863.—Expeditions from La Grange to Moscow and 
Macon, and action near Belmont, Tenn. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. Benjamin H. Grierson, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, commanding First Cav- 
alry Brigade, Sixteenth Army Corps. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Reuben Loomis, Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 


iS@;, ake 


Report of Col. Benjamin H. Grierson, Siath Illinois Cavalry, commanding 
First Cavalry Brigade, Sixteenth Army Corps. 
LA GRANGE, Tenn., April 4, 1863. . 


Caprain: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to verbal 
instructions received from Brig. Gen. W. Sooy Smith, on the 28th of 
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March I dispatched 200 of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, under Major 
Nelson, to proceed westward toward Moscow, and strike the trail of 
the party who had attacked the train near Moscow. JI at the same time 
sent a force of 200 men of the Sixth Illinois Cavalry, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Loomis, to proceed toward Somerville; thence westward, with 
instructions to endeavor to intercept the enemy with prisoners from the 
train, and form a junction with the expedition under Major Nelson. 

This latter officer proceeded westward, struck the trail of the enemy, 
and followed them to Macon, where, although they were but a few miles 
in advance, and had prisoners, dismounted, he gave up the pursuit, 
and returned to camp, failing to comply with his instructions to form a 
‘junction with Colonel Loomis. 

The expedition from the Sixth Illinois Cavalry proceeded to Somer- 
ville; thence westward, struck the trail of the rebels, overtook and skir- 
mished with them, killing and capturing a number, among the latter 
Captain [R.] Burrow. us 

On the night of March 29, they were attacked while in bivouac by a 
superior force, under Colonel [R. V.] Richardson, and although they 
were in a manner surprised and a number killed in beds, yet they ral- 
lied and drove the enemy from the field, and remained in full posses- 
sion. Tor full particulars of this expedition, I refer you to the report 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Loomis, herewith inclosed. 

Too much honor cannot be awarded to the officers and men present 
on the occasion for their unprecedented coolness and gallantry. Among 
the slain was First Lieut. Jesse B. Wilson, of Company K, Sixth Illi- 
nois Cavalry, whose loss to the country and his friends is an irretrieva- 
ble one. 

Colonel Loomis returned to camp on the night of the 30th, bringing 
the first intelligence of the encounter. I immediately started with the 
effective force of the brigade, about 550 strong. Marched all night, 
and arrived at the scene of the engagement about 11 o’clock on the 
morning of the 30th. Having arrived in the vicinity of the place, I 
sent two companies forward to dash into the place and endeavor to 
capture any of the enemy who might be there. Upon their approach, 
about 35 of the rebels fled precipitately. We followed them closely, and 
succeeded in killing 3, wounding and capturing several more. 

Having buried the dead and properly disposed of such of the wounded 
as could be moved in the ambulances, we proceeded to the plantation 
of Lewis P. Williamson, and bivouacked for the night. 

The following morning the wounded and prisoners were sent back 
under proper escort, and, dividing the rest of the command into two 
parties, we proceeded in pursuit of the enemy. Major Blackburn pro- 
ceeded to Mason’s Depot, where he captured a quantity of secesh army 
clothing and trimmings, which were destroyed. With the rest of the 
force I proceeded westward, scouting the country, and forming a junc- 
tion with Major Blackburn at Concordia. 

After feeding, we again started in different directions, and encamped 
for the night at the plantation of Mr. Montague, north of the Hatchie 
River, where we found a quantity of cavalry saddles and a shop for the 
manufacture of the same. The shop and saddles were destroyed, and 
his son, who was engaged in the business, taken into custody. 

The next morning I crossed the Hatchie River with part of my force 
at Quin’s Bridge, and sent the balance eastward to cross at Cannon’s 
Bridge, After crossing the river, the forces were divided into small par- 
ties, and scattered over all the by-roads and lanes, with instructions to 
meet the main column at Macon. The whole force arrived there at 
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almost the same time, having succeeded in capturing a number of pris- 
oners, among whom were the quartermaster of Richardson’s regiment 
and his private secretary, with a number of papers. 

While in Moscow a portion of the mail captured on the train was 
retaken, and the man upon whom it was found resisting when attempt 
was made to capture him, was killed. He was a member of Porter’s 
guerrilla band. 

Having encamped for the night about 3 miles southeast of Macon, 
we returned to this place, via Moscow, on April 3, arriving about noon. 

The expeditions under Lieutenant-Colonel Loomis and myself suc- 
ceeded in killing about 20, wounding from 40 to 50, many of them mor- 
tally, and capturing about 50. Our loss was 15 killed, 37 wounded, and 
2 captured. . 

When it is remembered that the engagement on the night of March 
29 did not last over ten minutes, the desperation of the conflict can be 
imagined. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. H. GRIERSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. H. ATKINSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Reuben Loomis, Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS SIxtH ILLINOIS CAVALRY, 
La Grange, Tenn., April 1, 1863. 

COLONEL: In obedience to your order of March 28, received at 11 
a. m., I started at 12 m. with 250 men, with one day’s rations, in pur- 
suit of the guerrillas that had temporarily captured that morning a 
train on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, between La Fayette and 
Moscow. 

Understanding that the Seventh Illinois Cavalry was to proceed direct 
to the place of capture and follow the trail from there, I proceeded at 
once to Somerville, there killing 1 and capturing some 15 suspicious 
characters and soldiers, and proceeded toward Memphis about 5 miles, 
and encamped for the night. 

On the morning of the 29th, I detailed Companies B and HE, under 
command of Captain Lynch, to return to camp with the prisoners. A 
few soldiers from the different companies, who were too much exhausted 
to pursue the chase farther, accompanied them, amounting in all to 50 
men. I here learned that the prisoners captured from the train had 
passed through Oakland, 7 miles distant, just at night the previous 
day, and proceeded immediately in pursuit, passing through Oakland 
and continuing our course to Hickory Wythe; thence north to Mur- 
ray’s Bridge, on the Loosahatchee, where we found some 15 of Colonel 
Richardson’s command endeavoring to destroy the bridge; but as we 
had been in close pursuit for miles, and had ridden very fast, they 
had not time to do it any damage. Charging upon them at once, after 
a race of some 5 miles, we captured 7. We then proceeded about 2 
miles farther in the direction of Colonel Richardson’s camp, when we 
came upon Captain Burrow, in command of a large part of Colonel 
Richardson’s force, drawn up in line of battle, awaiting our approach, 
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intending to give us battle, having notified a citizen living near to re- 
move his family, as “‘ they were about to have a fight there.” As usual, 
they only awaited the approach of our advance guard, when they turned 
and fled, giving our weary horses another chase, resulting in the cap. 
ture of Captain Burrow and several men, and wounding several others. 

We then proceeded to Colonel Richardson’s camp of the previous day, 
destroying the buildings used for their purposes, and, after feeding and 
resting our horses a short time, proceeded on in a northeast course, still 
hoping to recapture the train prisoners. I was still expecting that the 
Seventh Illinois Cavalry would overtake me at every moment, not hav- 
ing heard from it since leaving camp. We encamped for the night on 
the plantation of Mr. Rives, 2 miles southwest of Belmont. 

Knowing our close proximity to Colonel Richardson’s superior force, 
I posted stronger pickets than usual, having about one-half of my force 
on guard as picket, camp, and prisoner guards, leaving but about 100 
weary, hungry, and sleepy men to rest, who had ridden 50 miles that 
day, with nothing to eat but meat, and who had been up most of the pre- 
vious night on guard. Yet, notwithstanding all these precautions, our 
camp was attacked at midnight by Colonel Richardson’s force of from 
400 to 600, who had eluded the pickets by dismounting and approach- 
ing under cover of a small ravine until within afew yards of our camp, 
when, at a preconcerted signal, they poured a murderous fire on my 
command, who, aroused thus suddenly, arose, arms in hand, and re- 
turned their fire with such obstinate firmness and dreadful effect that 
within five minutes from the time the attack commenced they were 
repulsed with heavy loss, leaving usin complete possession of the field, 
which we held until about 9 a. m. on the 31st, attending to the killed 
and wounded on both sides, when we started for camp with our prison- 
ers and all of our wounded that could ride, which we reached at about 
7 p.m. 

Our loss was 52 killed and wounded ; Colonel Richardson’s supposed 
to have been far greater, himself wounded, his major wounded and cap- 
tured, his adjutant killed,.and several other officers, whose names I have 
not got, killed, wounded, or captured. 

_ Inclosed I hand you a complete list of the killed and wounded of my 

command.* <A close examination of the same, together with the sit- 
uation of the parties engaged, will enable you to realize the character 
of the conflict while it lasted. 

It would be invidious for me to designate the names of any in par- 
ticular where all have done so nobly, yet among the fallen I cannot 
forbear to mention the name of Lieut. Jesse B. Wilson, of Company K, 
who was among the first to fall while gallantly cheering his men on, 
telling them to stand firm, but to screen themselves as much as possible 
behind fences, &c., himself openly standing amid the thickest of the con- 
flict, doing so much to encourage hismen. In his fall the regiment loses 
one of its best officers, the company its leader, and his friends at home 
a worthy relative and noble citizen. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

Your most obedient servant, 


k. LOOMIS, 
Tneutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Col. B. H. GRIERSON, 
Commanding First Brigade. 


* List, omitted, shows 1 officer and 12 men killed, 4 officers and 34 men wounded, 
and 1 man missing. 
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MARCH 29, 1863.—Affair at Moscow, Tenn. 
Report of Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. S. Army. 


MrEMPHIS, March 30, 1863. 


Str: Yesterday a dis graceful incident occurred. The passenger train 
was seized about 2 miles this side of Moscow by 12 guerrillas, although 
it had on board 25 soldiers, armed, and 3 or 5 officers, who yet made no 
attempt to defend themselves and the public property. The engineer 
when he discovered the guerrillas started his engine with such sudden- 
ness as to break the coupling, ran up to Moscow, took down 100 sol- 
diers, and saved the train. 

The passengers were robbed, and the officers mid soldiers carried off 
eee If they are returned under parole, I do not intend to receive 
them. 

Pursuant to directions received in January from General Grant, I am 
now preparing a list of ten families of secessionists to be sent outside 
the lines, selecting the most wealthy and prominent in position. 

A scout whom I sent out a few days since to Panola has just come in. 
Brigadier-General Chalmers commands the two tiers of northern coun- 
ties in Mississippi. He has at Panola a battery of six guns; another 
at or below the Tallahatchee railroad bridge (Memphis and Charleston 
Railroad); no infantry. He is gathering in and organizing the irregu- 
lars. 

Falkner’s cavalry has come up there from Oxford, about 500 strong. 
He may be able to concentrate 1,200 or 1,500 men. Every person is 
being conscripted. They have ammunition, but few arms, except pis-— 
tols. 

It is unquestionably their intention to make a dash on. some point 
of the railroad near Moscow or La Fayette as soon as organized—say, — 
in a week or more. Their movements, however; depend on the success 
or failure of the Yazoo Pass expedition, of which I regret that I receive 
no information. 

I do not know if it will be possible to throw a force into his rear and 
cut off his battery from Helena. It is too long a move from here. They 
would be off before I had gone 15 miles. 

From Corinth I am informed that Brigadier-General [S. A. M.] Wood, 
with about 4,000 men and two batteries, is at Tuscumbia; advance 
pickets on Bear Creek. I think it a corps of observation only. 

The enemy appeared yesterday at Savannah, seized all carpenters 
and carpenter’s tools, and threw a few shell across the river at our cav- 
alry scouts. 

Rumors are that they propose to cross. I think this doubtful, but 
they are closely watched. 

General Dodge deserves great credit for his vigilance and activity. 

I shall send a regiment of cavalry to stay with Richardson’s men, who 
are banding again. I have their muster-rolls. 

The city is quiet. 

Your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 
Lieut. Col. Joan A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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MARCH 31, 1863.—Engagement at Grand Gulf, Miss. 
Report of Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen, 0. S. Army. 


Hans. 1st BRIGADE, 2D Division, ARMY OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Grand Gulf, Miss., April 1, 1863. 


Major: Lhave the honor to report that the enemy’s boats, three in 
number, passed down the river yesterday evening at 8.15. There having 
been reports of their approach during the day, everything had been 
held in readiness, the men at their guns and a regiment in the trenches. 
Night coming on, a detail was left at the guns (enough to manage them) 
and the infantry bivouacked in position. Owing to the negligence of 
the signal corps stationed over the river at Hard Times, and who should 
have been able to give timely notice, no warning was given during the 
afternoon, and at night no rocket was sent up to apprise us of their 
approach. They were perceived by the sentinel at the upper battery 
as they rounded the point and immediately opened upon. About twenty 
shots were fired from the heavy guns, twenty-one from the field pieces, 
and twenty-one from the Parrotts of Wade’s battery. The vessels were 
struck repeatedly. Seven heavy shells were seen to take effect, one 
raking the Hartford from stem to stern. The firing from the field bat- 
teries was excellent, the shrapnel bursting over the decks; but I have 
no means of discovering what damage was inflicted on the ships,* but 
the steam ram which passed the Vicksburg batteries was struck once 
amidships, swung round broadside to the current, and floated down 
_ thus, firing a lee gun, which could only have been a signal of distress. 

All the vessels lay about 10 miles below during the night and passed 
on down this morning. 

I regret to report that one of the 20-pounder Parrott guns burst at 
the fourth fire, killing 2, mortally wounding 1, and wounding 7, besides 
some scratches. I append a list.t I entered the battery just as the gun 
exploded, and it affords me pleasure to bear testimony to the gallant 
conduct of the men there. Though many were knocked down, besides 
the wounded, only an imperceptible pause in the firing was occasioned, 
the men sprung up and to the other guns so quickly. The lieutenant 
of the burst gun replaced No. 1 of the next piece, who was killed, and 
it would not have been possible for the enemy to have discovered the 
accident from any slackening of the fire. 

The firing from the upper battery (Captain [J. B.] Grayson’s) was ex- 
cellent. The lower battery, where the accident occurred, was manned 
by Wade’s and Guibor’s companies of light artillery. 

I inclose a report on the circumstances attending and the causes of 
the bursting of the gun. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8. Navy, reported that the Albatross was not struck ; 
that the Hartford was struck once, killing 1 man; and that the Switzerland was 
struck twice, but received no damage. 

t Nominal list, omitted, reports 2 men killed and 1 officer (Capt. Henry Guibor) and 
1 man wounded, of Guibor’s battery; 1 officer (Lieut. John Kearney) and 5 men 
wounded, of Wade’s battery. 
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[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, SECOND DrvisiIon, 
Grand Gulf, April 1, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to report that I have examined the fragments, 
and inquired into the circumstances attending the loading and firing of 
the 20-pounder Parrott gun which burst during the action last night, 
and believe the cause of the disaster was the bursting of a shell in the 
gun, there being no fuse or an imperfect fuse in the shell. I was to the 
right and rear of the piece, about 30 yards distant, at the time of the 
explosion, and saw distinctly its effect. The cascabel was blown to the 
rear, the lower band entire, the center band broken. The chase and 
muzzle were blown to the front, and the right fragments of the re-enforce 
to the “right and rear”; the left fragments to the ‘left and front.” 
’ The right wheel was entirely demolished, the left and stock badly 
broken. The upper wrought-iron band was broken and nearly straight. 

There is no apparent flaw in any of the metal, the fractures present- 
ing the usual crystalline surface, devoid of any seam or crack. Parts 
of the shell were found among the fragments, and no separate explo- 
sion of the shell was noticed by any one. If it had burst after the 
piece, it certainly would have beenseen. I am, therefore, satisfied that 
the shell was ignited and exploded before reaching the chase, thus con- 
fining the gases and bursting the piece. 

The fragments of the re-enforce will weigh from 5 to 30 pounds. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 31-APRIL 3, 1863.—Scout from Lexington to mouth of Duck 
River, Tenn. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Thomas Saylor, Third Michigan Cavalry. 
No. 2.—Capt. Frederick C. Adamson, Third Michigan Cavalry. 


No 1. 
Report of Maj. Thomas Saylor, Third Michigan Cavalry. 


LEXINGTON, TENN., April 3, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: On the receipt of the order from headquarters Cavalry 
Division, date March 30, I immediately moved my command to Lexing- 
ton; and although I had reliable information relative to the state of 
affairs this side of the Tennessee River that did not agree with the re- 
port received by General Hurlbut, I, on the morning of the 31st instant, 
sent Captain Adamson with Companies C and B to scout the country in 
the neighborhood of the mouth of Duck River, as perinstructions. The 
expedition returned to-day, after a successful scout, in which they cap- — 
tured 14 prisoners, the most of whom were armed, destroying a number 
of boats, and establishing beyond a doubt the falsity of the report of 
the crossing of a large body of the enemy to this side. 

I herewith send the prisoners captured. For their names and cause 
of arrest I respectfully refer you to the inclosed report of Captain Adam- 
son. To-morrow I will send one company in the neighborhood of Hun- 


488 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETO. = (Cusar. XXXVL 


tingdon, to intercept, if possible, McClanahan and his men on their re- 
turn. I will also in the morning send one company in the vicinity of 
Decaturville and Mathenes’ Ferry, to attend to the small parties roving 
around in that neighborhood. 

I succeeded in arresting three of the men of the Second West Ten- 
nessee Cavalry, as per order by the man Elliott. 1 put them in charge 
of Captain Hays, with the assurance from him that he would be respon- 
sible for their appearance at Jackson. 

Tam under the impression that the rations for this detachment are 
far below the allowances, for, after the greatest economy, they fail to 
hold out for the time intended. ; 

The Union meeting to-day was a success, and very numerously at- 
tended. In connection with this report, I would say that a private of 
Company F, Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, who was wounded at the fight - 
at this place some four months ago, has been left here since, and has 
suffered severely for the want of proper medical treatment. I think he 
ought to be removed to Jackson. His name is Thomas Dungan. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, &c., 
THOMAS SAYLOR, 
Major, Commanding. 
Capt. T. B. WEIR, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 
Report of Capt. Frederick C. Adamson, Third Michigan Cavalry. 


LEXINGTON, TENN., April 2, 1863. 


Str: Pursuant to your instructions, I left Lexington on the morning 
of the 31st ultimo, with Companies C and B, commanded, respectively, 
by Lieutenants Wirts and Bingham, to scout the country in the vicinity 
of the mouth of Duck River, and ascertain the truth of the report as to 
the crossing of any force of the enemy in that vicinity. Passing through 
Buck Snort, I reached a point on the Camden road some 8 miles from the 
river, where I learned with certainty that no force had crossed in that 
vicinity ; but ascertaining that McClanahan had crossed near Rock 
Quarry with some 30 men, I proceeded in that direction, passing through 
Howesville, and thence east to the house of a noted secessionist named 
Conrad. I arrested him and his three brothers on the evidence of Dr. 
Ganess, wno states that they have been aiding and abetting the parties 
of guerrillas in the vicinity. 

In the morning I proceeded toward the river, upon reaching which I 
sent parties in different directions. One squad of 4, under Corporal 
[Samuel P.] Harvey, of Company C, met 7 of McClanahan’s men, well 
armed with pistols and carbines (dismounted), going to the river with 
the intention of crossing. The corporal succeeded in capturing the en- 
tire party. We also discovered three large flat-boats, which we de- 
stroyed completely, as also a small skiff, and on searching some houses 
_in the vicinity found three shot-guns, two rifles, some belts, several boxes 
of caps, &c., which had been secreted by the guerrillas. The men cap- 
tured had been in the direction of Clarksburg, with McClanahan and 
some 20 more. The rest had gone to Trenton, with the intention of 
conscripting and seizing horses, &c., as McClanahan had received au- 
thority to raise a regiment from General Forrest. All those captured 
ae ce their horses some 5 miles east of the Tennessee, at the houses 
of citizens. 
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I learned from reliable sources that there were parts of two regi- 
ments of cavalry (some 600 of Van Dorn’s command) at Linden, and 
scattered in ‘small parties near the river, consequently I did not think 
it best to run the risk of crossing over to secure the horses. Returning 
to Conrad’s, I found that Lieutenant [Melvin] Stillson, whom I had left 
there with 10 men to scout that, vicinity, had met a couple of guerrillas, 
and after a long chase captured one, with complete equipments, and the 
horse of the other. I then moved my command toward Lexington, on 
the Broady’s Ferry road, scouting the country thoroughly for some 
miles on both sides of the road, arresting one man named George Moore, 
armed with rifle and pistol, and mounted. I also arrested his brother, 
James Moore. Both of the men bear bad characters, and are strongly 
suspected of being connected with the guerrillas. Istaid for the night 
at the house of Los. Moore, and reached Lexington next day at noon, 
according to instructions. The result of the scout is the ascertaining 
with certainty that there is no force within 25 miles of the vicinity 
scouted, excepting some 30 of McClanahan’s men, and a squad of 15 
who had been robbing in the vicinity of Decaturville ; the capture of 
9 guerrillas and 5 citizens, 2 horses and saddles, 4 carbines, 4 revolvers, 
2 single-barreled pistols, 5 shot-guns, and 4 rifles. I append a list of 
the prisoners’ names.* —. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. C. ADAMSON, 
Captain Third Michigan Cavalry. 


Maj. THOMAS SAYLOR, Third Michigan Cavalry. 


MARCH 31-APRIL 17, 1863.—Operations from Milliken’s Bend to New 
Carthage, La. 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL HVENTS. 


March 31, 1863.—Skirmish at Richmond, La. 
April 4, 1863.—Skirmish at Richmond, La. 
5, 1863.—Skirmish near New Carthage, La. 
6, 1863.—Skirmish at James’ plantation, near New Carthage, La. 
7, 1863,—Skirmish near Dunbar’s plantation, Bayou Vidal, La. 
8, 1863.—Skirmish at James’ plantation, near New Carthage, La. 
15, 1863.—Skirmish near Dunbar’s plantation, Bayou Vidal, La. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. P. Joseph Osterhaus, U. 8. Army, commanding Ninth Division, 
Thirteenth Army, Corps. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Walter B. Scates, assistant adjutant-general Thirteenth Army 
Corps. 

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen, C. 8. Army, commanding at Grand Gulf. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. P. Joseph Osterhaus, U. S. Army, commanding 
Ninth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps. 
Hpers. ADVANCE OF THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Smith's Plantation, April 6, 1863—10 a. m. 


GENERAL: I just returned from the marine expedition to New Car- 
thage. I left this morning after sunrise with 54 men and one mountain 


* Omitted. +See also McClernand’s general report, p, 139. 
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howitzer; the latter, with 25 men, aboard the flat which I had sided up 
with 3-inch plank in gunboat style. Another party of infantry went in 
yawls and skiffs around the crevasses. We reached New Carthage at 7 
o'clock, and pushed a picket forward on the Mississippi levee to James’ 
plantation (on the map laid down as Ton lale Tarlton’s), where they 
were fired upon by a small squad of rebels. I left one company of the 
Sixty-ninth Indiana at New Carthage, with their pickets at James’. They 
are perfectly secure, as only the levee is out of water, and they cannot 
be flanked. The enemy left yesterday his camp at Judge Perkins’ 
plantation for Saint Joseph Lake. From the information received by 
Mr. James, the battalion of Major [Isaac F'.] Harrison numbers four 
companies mounted men, about 60 men each, and one battery of six 
smooth-bore 6-pounder guns. There is a continued levee all the way 
from New Carthage to Saint Joseph, and the land beyond the Bayou 
Vidal, where.it runs up to Perkins’ plantation, is not submerged. 

I have not the remotest doubt as to the practicability of the Bayou 
Vidal for boating purposes. It is a deep, straight channel; only very 
light obstructions between the crevasse and the Mississippi, and a few 
hours’ work will clear them away. I intend to move one regiment to 
James’ quarters. In this case Mr. James (an old gentleman) wishes to 
go to his place below, where his negroes are. He has not seen anything 
of our forces, and I see no reason why [ we should] not let him go, but 
would not act before having your advice. Please give me your orders 
in that matter. I also wish to concentrate the whole First Brigade (five 
battalions) and Lanphere’s battery around this camp, and shift the Sec- 
ond Brigade to and around Richmond. You will also be kind enough 
to let me know if you agree. 

Yesterday the howitzers shelled the enemy out of their refuges be- 
yond the bayou. A few made their appearance toward evening, and 
opened fire on my pickets. They replied, and killed 1 rebel (shot 
through the breast and spinal column broken); nobody hurt here. Mr. 
Patterson will report about Roundaway Bayou. The wreck of the 
Indianola is visible at New Carthage, one wheel-house standing out of 
the water. The fight where she was lost was in front of New Carthage. 
The plantations of Joseph and Jefferson Davis are also opposite—a 
very tempting view. 

Tam, general, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
P. J. OSTERHAUS, 
Brigadier. General, Commanding. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding Thirteenth Army Corps. 


Hpgrs. NintH DIvIsion, THIRTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
New Carthage, La., April 18, 1863. 


CoLoNEL: I have the honor to lay before the major-general com- 

manding the Thirteenth Army Corps a short réswmé of the operations 
of the Ninth Division since March 31. 
_ On the 30th, Colonel Bennett was ordered to make a reconnaisance 
to Richmond with his own regiment (Sixty-ninth Indiana Infantry) and 
some cavalry (Second WUlinois Cavalry), and to examine into the prac- 
ticability of a road or connection between Richmond, La., and New 
Carthage, La., on the Mississippi. A copy of General McOlernand’s 
instructions to this officer is annexed, marked A. 
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Colonel Bennett took up his march on the morning of the 31st ultimo, 
and arrived at Roundaway Bayou, opposite Richmond, about 2 p. m., 
finding the enemy’s cavalry pickets in town. While our men opened 
fire on them, some of the cavalry crossed the bayou in skiffs and boldly 
attacked the rebels ; these fled precipitately, leaving 2 wounded in our 
hands and carrying off 7 more. 

_A personal reconnaissance on April 1, made in pursuance of instruc- 
tions from corps headquarters (copy of which is annexed, marked B), 
convinced me of the necessity of a permanent occupation of Richmond, 
this being a point by which the most necessary subsistence stores were 
forwarded to the besieged garrison at Vicksburg, the very rich and 
fertile regions between the Mississippi and Tensas Rivers and Bayou 
Macon being easily reached by water from Richmond. This reconnais- 
sance also removed all doubts as to the main object of the expedition, 
viz, the practicability of a road to New Carthage. 

General McClernand sharing my opinion as to the importance of 
Richmond, and desirous of pushing forward the expedition to New Car- 
thage without delay, he ordered re-enforcements to be brought up. 

Accordingly, on the 2d instant, I sent the Forty-ninth Indiana In- 
fantry and Twenty-second Kentucky Infantry, with one section of the 
Seventh Michigan Battery, to Roundaway Bayou, throwing the Sixty- 
ninth Indiana Infantry and one company of cavalry by boats across 
that stream, to occupy the town and the road to New Carthage, as far 
as Stanbrough’s plantation (34 miles out), commanding at that point a 
road leading to Alligator Lake, and said not to be submerged, where a 
force of the enemy was said to be encamped. At the same time I di- 
rected a reconnaissance to be made by cavalry as far as possible toward 
New Carthage. These movements were preparatory to an expedition in 
force, intended to be made on the New Carthage road as soon as a bridge 
across Roundaway Bayou, which the general had ordered Captain Pat- 
terson to build, could be completed. I therefore ordered the remainder 
of the First Brigade, General Garrard commanding, together with the 
remaining two sections of the Seventh Michigan Battery, and a battal- 
ion of the Sixth Missouri Cavalry, with four mountain howitzers, for- 
ward from Milliken’s Bend to Richmond, at which latter point they 
arrived on the afternoon of the 3dinstant. The cavalry reconnaissance 
returned the same day, after having advanced about 10 miles, where 
their farther progress was stopped by a rebel cavalry force at Holmes’ 
plantation. 

The bridge across Roundaway Bayou having been completed at 7 
p- m. on the 3d instant, the expedition to New Carthage was ordered for 
the following morning, and was to consist of detachments of the Second 
and Third Illinois Cavalry and Sixth Missouri Cavalry, amounting to 
about 250 men, and four mountain howitzers, besides the Forty-ninth 
and Sixty-ninth Regiments Indiana Infantry, the occupation of Rich- 
mond and Stanbrough’s plantation being intrusted to General Garrard 
and the remaining troops. 

I crossed the bridge at 5 a.m.on the 4th instant, in the above order, 
and arrived at Holmes’ plantation, where the enemy’s rear guard was 
seen the day before, at 9 a. m. 

The last of the rebels left Holmes’ on the arrival of my column, and 
remained all day at a safe but observing distance. I marched on to 
Smith’s plantation, where Roundaway Bayou enters Bayou Vidal. 
Smith’s place is about 2 miles almost due north from Carthage, and 
the road totally submerged, the only possible communication being by 
boats. Seeing the enemy’s pickets still in my front, I concluded to 
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march past Smith’s, in order to find out, if possible, the locality of the 
rebel camp. 

At Montgomery’s I halted the column, pushing a cavalry patrol far- 
ther on to Dunbav’s plantation, 6 miles below Montgomery’s, when they 
saw the rebels cross Bayou Vidal, and learned that their main camp 
was on a high ridge on Judge Perkins’ tract, between the Mississippi 
River and Bayou Bridgeman, 6 miles below New Carthage and 4 miles 
to the south of Dunbar’s plantation. 

Further inquiry was unnecessary, volumes of water separating and 
protecting me from them. Leaving a picket of observation at Dun- 
bar’s, where the rebels crossed Bayou Vidal, I encamped the detach- 
ment of Third Illinois Cavalry at Montgomery’s, stationing at the same 
time pickets at such points between Montgomery’s and Dunbar’s as 
could control the enemy’s approach. The main body of the expedition- 
ary column I marched back to Smith’s plantation, with the consent 
and approval of Major-General McClernand, who had by-this time 
joined me. 

A reconnaissance made by the major-general and myself across the 
bayou toward New Carthage showed that the water was over all the 
plantations between Smith’s and New Carthage. We advanced along 
the levee running parallel with Bayou Vidal, and, going around two 
breaks in the levee, we found our farther progress stopped by the fire 

. of a rebel picket, on the other side of the third and last break. We 
were now in full sight of the inundated town of New Carthage, and it 
was evident that communication with the place could only be estab- 
lished by boats. 

On our return to Smith’s, I immediately commenced preparations to 
secure a foothold at New Carthage. The enemy had secured all boats 
and flats, and the nearest one of any size I could hear of was about 8 
miles down Bayou Vidal, below Dunbar’s, and was protected by a rebel 
picket. This information I received from an intelligent negro, who 
came into my lines with 4 of the same complexion. Finding them will- 
ing to take the flat from the enemy, I ordered Captain Carnahan, on 
the 5th instant, to send the colored party and 20 men from the Third 
Illinois Cavalry to secure the boat. 

They started at once and got possession of the flat, but found their 
return to Smith’s plantation disputed by about 50 of the enemy’s cav- 
alry, on the east side of the bayou, who opened on the party in the flat 
at once. This fire was returned by the Third Illinois Cavalry from the 
other side of the stream so effectually that it commanded the whole at- 
tention of the rebels and the flat ran the blockade without injury. The 
enemy lost 1 killed and 1 badly wounded. 

Captain Patterson, who had arrived the same day, was immediately 
put to work to arrange the flat-boat so as to give protection against 
musketry fire, and to receive one light gun and the requisite infantry 
force, for the purpose of taking New Carthage. 

Everything was completed the same day and night, and, at 5 a. m. on 
April 6, I started on the boat for New Carthage. Our advance caused 
the rebel force to fall back down the Mississippi levee. 

Having disembarked the mountain howitzer and the two companies 
of infantry (one from the Forty-ninth and one from the Sixty-ninth In- 
diana), I followed up the rebels without delay. They made a stand at 
the gin on James’ plantation, about 15 miles below New Carthage. It 
was very important to dislodge them from this point, for the reason that 
the mansion, quarters, steam gin, grist, and saw mills of James’, cover- 
ing together about 20 acres, were for miles the only dry land on the Mis- 
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sissippi outside of the levee, and this levee was effectually commanded 
by the gin. I ordered the attack, and aftera struggle of about an hour 
the rebels were driven out of the gin, leaving one lieutenant (Mr. Eng- 
lish) dead in our hands. In order to hold this important place, I moved 
the whole of the Sixty-ninth Indiana and two mountain howitzers to 
the gin, securing that place against an attack in front by a system of 
barricades, and by cutting a deep and wide ditch across the levee. This 
seemed necessary, as I had learned that the enemy at Perkins’ had, in 
addition to 700 to 900 cavalry, a six-gun battery, and had been on the 
5th instant re-enforced by the First Missouri Infantry, Confederate 
forces, while it would have been indiscreet on my part to risk any other 
artillery than the mountain howitzers at New Carthage until I had. 
positive information that the enemy’s gunboats, Webb and Queen of 
the West, were not in these waters—a question which I could not get 
answered. 

In order to keep up a secure communication with Richmond and Milli- 
ken’s Bend, and to protect the levees and roads against injury by the 
enemy’s hands, I made, with the approbation of the major-general com- 
manding the Thirteenth Army Corps, the following disposition of the 
troops: 

The place of the Sixty-ninth Indiana Infantry, now at James’ (and 
leaving only the Forty-ninth Indiana Infantry at Smith’s), was filled by 
the One hundred and twentieth Ohio Infantry and Seventh Michigan 
Battery; the Seventh Kentucky Infantry, at Surget’s, and the One 
hundred and eighteenth Ulinois Infantry, at Holmes’. The Second Bri- 
gade, Col. L. A. Sheldon commanding, was to be left at Richmond, to- 
gether with the First Wisconsin Battery, one regiment being pushed 
forward to ’s plantation and another to Menott’s. By this dispo- 
sition of my command, the line of retreat was completely secured, and 
the position of the enemy was threatened in front by the force at James’, 
and on the flank by the cavalry detachments at Dunbav’s. The latter 
were very annoying to the enemy, cutting them off entirely from all 
their resources ii the way of subsistence, my patrols extending over 
all the country west to the Tensas River, and securing everything avail- 
able for our own benefit—so much so that my command lived almost 
entirely on the country. lor these reasons the rebels kept always a 
large force opposite Dunbar’s, annoying my men by an occasional shot. 
To stop this, 1 ordered Major [Bacon] Montgomery, of the Sixth Mis- 
souri Cavalry, to bring his mountain howitzers to the above point on 
the 7th instant and shell them at daybreak. ‘This order was executed, 
and the enemy left pell-mell. at 

The following day at 11 o’clock the enemy attacked my position at 
James’, bringing two 12-pounder howitzers within 800 yards, and can- 
nonading my men for about three-quarters of an hour. Nobody hurt. 
The enemy, seeing no result, and afraid to come within range of my 
infantry, left for their camp again. 

On April 9, Lieutenant Stickel, of the Second Illinois Cavalry, whom 
I had ordered to scour diligently all the country in front of the cavalry 
in a northwesterly direction, fell in with a recruiting party of the enemy, 
consisting of 2 lieutenant-colonels, 1 quartermaster-sergeant, 1 ser- 
geant-major, 1 private, and one civilian. Lieutenant Stickel captured 
them all, and brought them in, with the exception of a sergeant-major, 
who attempted to run away and was badly wounded, and afterward 
paroled. 

: By this time (April 10) the practicability of the route to New Carthage 
was recognized by headquarters, and other divisions were ordered to 
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follow me; therefore my line was concentrated between Holmes’ and 
Smith’s, preparatory to its final transfer to the Mississippi. This con- 
centration was completed April 12. : 

The importance of the possession of New Carthage was certainly not 
underrated by the enemy, and, on April 15, after being re-enforced by 
three more infantry regiments from Grand Gulf, he attempted a simul- 
taneous attack on. our front at James’, and on our cavalry force at and 
near Dunbav’s. 

At4a.m. aregiment had waded Mill Bayou, a few miles west of Dun- 
-bar’s, and attacked my outpost. These had to fall back on their re- 
serves, who immediately advanced to their support. Further re-enforce- 
ments were sent to them at once, and they very successfully repulsed 
the rebels beyond the above-named bayou. 

In this engagement 2 men of the Second Illinois Cavalry were 
wounded; 1 fatally, since dead. The enemy’s loss I could not ascer- 
tain. We took 2 of them prisoners. te 

On the Mississippi, in front of James’, large numbers of the enemy 
had gathered, but, on learning the bad success of the movement on 
their left flank, they withdrew, and since then we have been altogether 
unmolested by the rebel force. 

The arrival of the gunboats on April 17 placed the position of New 
Carthage beyond dispute. 

Independent of the operations narrated above, an expedition was sent 
out by General Garrard toward Delhi, for the purpose of intercepting 
rebel subsistence stores collected at that point; but the object of the 
expedition was frustrated by the fact that the enemy’s force was largely 
increased. The report of the commanding officer is inclosed herewith, 
marked ©.* [ 

I believe that these operations may be looked upon as, on the whole, 
very successful. Outside of the military importance of the positions 
gained, the enemy must feel their loss severely. It cuts him off from 
all supplies from this region, the resources of which are great—corn, 
molasses, bacon, and beef abounding along these bayous—and many 
captured letters give ample evidence of the importance of these sup- 
plies to the enemy’s garrison at Vicksburg. From the last information 
I can collect, I gather that over 1,000,000 pounds of beef-cattle have 
been sent to Vicksburg from this vicinity. All these advantages were 
gained by the loss of only one single life. 

During these operations the division not only subsisted itself, but at 
the same time secured large amounts of cotton for the United States 
Government. About 1,000 bales have been sent by the quartermaster 
to Milliken’s Bend, and double the number of bales can be forwarded 
as soon as the necessary transportation can be had. 

In conclusion, I have only to remark that the troops under my com- 
mand deserve the highest encomiums for their alacrity, zeal, and good 
discipline during these trying and fatiguing operations. The military 
qualities they exhibited kept even pace with their sense of good order. 
Not a single case of wanton destruction has occurred within the lines of 
the Ninth Division. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant, 
P. J. OSTHRHAUS, 
Brigadier-Generat U. S. Volunteers, Comdg. Ninth Division. 

Lieut. Col. WALTER B. ScATES, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdqrs. Thirteenth Army Oorps. 


* Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
March 30, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. PETER J. OSTERHAUS, 
Commanding Ninth Division: 


GENERAL: You will order one regiment, armed and equipped, with 
40 rounds of ammunition in their cartridge-boxes, an ammunition wagon 
laden with suitable ammunition, their camp and garrison equipage, and 
four days’ prepared rations, to report opposite these headquarters by 8 
a. m. to-morrow for further orders. I would suggest that the Sixty- 
aber Colonel Bennett, be detached for the service contem- 
plated. 

By order of Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand: . 

WALTER B. SCATES, 
Tneutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Milliken’s Bend, March 30, 1863. 
Colonel BENNETT, 
Commanding Sixty-ninth Indiana Volunteers : 


COLONEL: Besides your own regiment, you will have command of 
detachments of cavalry and pioneers for the purpose of the important 
expedition with which you are charged. The main purpose of the ex- 
pedition is to open a practicable communication for our forces via Rich- 
mond, La., between this camp and New Carthage. Of course, the short- 
est route, whether by land or water, all other things being equal, would 
be preferable. It is certain that there is a navigable communication 
between Richmond and New Carthage by Roundaway and Vidal Bay- 
ous, and it is also believed that there is a road along the bank of Round- 
away Bayou almost the whole distance. That route which you can 
make available for the passage of troops and trains with the least labor 
and in the shortest time, you will select, and make available at the ear- 
liest practicable moment. The detachment of pioneers, as already men- 
tioned, will be at your command for that purpose, and Lieutenant 
[William R.] McComas, aide-de-camp and engineer, on my staff, will 
give you any assistance in his power. 

If a practicable route be found, you will not only consider it with 
reference to passage, but also with reference to its capability of defense, 
and for this purpose you will select and report suitable sites for posts 
or garrisons along it. If no practicable route can be found, you will 
immediately report that fact. 

Starting to-morrow, you will march to Richmond, and, upon personal 
examination, you will decide, in view of military considerations, whether 
you will encamp on this or the other side of Roundaway Bayou. Upon 
reaching the bayou at Richmond, it may be found expedient to cross the 
cavalry first, and send it forward rapidly, under orders to scour the 
country around Richmond as far 4s water will permit, for the purpose 
of capturing hostile parties, preventing the destruction of cotton and 
other property, verifying the names and political antecedents of its 
owners, and bringing in beef-cattle. All cotton abandoned by its owners 
or forfeited by treasonable acts, may be brought in and condemned by 
a provost-marshal for the use of the United States, in which case the 
particular lot of cotton and the facts relating to it will be reported to 
these headquarters. 
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You will also report to these headquarters daily of the progress of 
your operations. Any re-enforcements you may request will be promptly 
forwarded. 

While you are authorized to draw provisions and forage from the 
country, giving receipts to owners, payable upon satisfactory proof of 
their loyalty at the end of the rebellion, you will be strict and prompt 
to prevent and punish marauding. Let nothing be taken except by 
your order. 

Until otherwise ordered, you will report to these headquarters, through 
your division commander, Brigadier-General Osterhaus. 


Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure B.] 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Milltken’s Bend, April 1, 1863. 
[General OSTERHAUS, 
Commanding Ninth Division :] 

GENERAL: Upon the arrival at Richmond of the re-enforcements 
ordered forward this evening, and the completion of the bridge in pro- 
cess of construction there, you will immediately order forward a detach- 
ment of infantry and cavalry, accompanied by mountain howitzers, to 
reconnoiter, as far as practicable, the road to New Carthage. I think 
the detachment should consist of two regiments of infantry and all the 
cavalry you can make available without withdrawing your mounted 
pickets at Richmond. If you can provide subsistence for them, and 
should deem it essential to protect the road to New Carthage from in- 
terruption, you will leave a detachment behind at some eligible point, 
nnder instructions to report at short intervals to you, through the com- 
manding officer at Richmond. 

The cavalry party reconnoitering to-day toward New Carthage found 
a party of the enemy. You will order all such parties to be boldly at- 
tacked, and captured or dispersed. 

I think it expedient that you should personally conduct the expedi- 
_ tion. 

Your obedient servant, A 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


No. 2. 


Report of Lneut. Col. Walter B. Scates, Assistant Adjutant-General 
Thirteenth Army Corps. 


SMITH’S PLANTATION, April 16, 1863. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report that early yesterday morning, 
about 4 o’clock, the pickets at Dunbar’s plantation, 4 or 5 miles below 
here, on Bayou Vidal, were attacked by a superior force, and compelled 
to fall back upon the reserve, which promptly came to their support, and 
charged upon the enemy, holding him in check until re-enforced, when 
the enemy returned, wading through an overflowed field up to the thighs. 
The attack was made by a full regiment, the First Missouri rebel vol- 
unteers, Colonel [A. C.] Riley commanding. 
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General Osterhaus learned from two prisoners, taken by our forces, 
and from an intelligent negro, who made his escape from the enemy, 
that the enemy had out three regiments and a battalion of 450 cavalry, 
for the purpose of capturing our forces at James’ plantation, on the Mis- 
sissippi, below New Carthage, intending to take the picket at Dunbav’s 
by surprise and then to proceed by Smith’s and New Carthage and into 
the rear of our forces at James’ place. The enemy sent a force up the 
levee, from below James’, which waited the success of the flanking move- 
ment by Dunbar’s, but his repulse defeated the whole scheme. The 
enemy is doubtless much annoyed by our holding possession of New 
Carthage and James’ plantation. We had 2 wounded, 1 mortally. We 
are unable to ascertain the casualties on the enemy’s side. One of the 
prisoners is from Pulaski County, [llinois. They were sent in by Gen- 
eral Osterhaus. Three or four men who were suffered by the officer of 
the pickets to go out of the lines to sleep are missing, and are believed 
to be captured; the matter is under investigation. It is indispensable 
to our plans to hold New Carthage, and yet it would place it and the 
two regiments at James’ plantation in imminent peril if attacked by the 
enemy’s gunboats. 

And while closing this communication, I am informed that a black- 
looking vessel, supposed to be a rebel ram, showed herself for a mo- 
ment around the point below New Carthage thisevening. This makes 
it vital that the gunboats should afford protection to our position at- 
New Carthage without delay. - The major-general commanding has just , 
learned that firing is heard some considerable distance below New 
Carthage. 

Your most obedient servant, 
WALTER B. SCATES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 3. 


Report of ‘Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen, 0. S. Army, commanding at Grand 
Gulf. 


GRAND GULF, 
April 15, 1863. 
Colonel [F’. M.} Cockrell had a skirmish to-day, killing 2, wounding 3, 
and capturing 4 of the enemy, releasing a major and a number of women 
and children held in their lines; also retaking over 100 negroes; cap- 
tured 5 or 6 horses and equipage. 
No loss on our side. 
JNO. S.. BOWEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 
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APRIL 1-16, 1863.—Expedition from Jackson, Tenn., to the Hatchie River, 
and skirmishes. 


REHEPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. Michael K. Lawler, Eighteenth Mlinois Infantry, commanding First Bri- 
gade, District of Jackson. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Daniel H. Brush, Eighteenth Dlinois Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Ool. Michael K. Lawler, Highteenth Iinois Infantry, commanda- 
ing First Brigade, District of Jackson. 


JACKSON, TENN., April 17, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: I respectfully submit the following report of an expedition 
to the Hatchie River : 

On the morning of the 1st instant, I proceeded, with the Eighteenth 
Illinois Mounted Infantry, consisting of 15 officers and 285 men, com- 
manded by Lieut. Col. D. H. Brush, to Bolivar, Tenn. At the latter 
_place I received an additional force of a detachment of 11 officers and 
175 men of the First West Tennessee Cavalry, commanded by Col. 
Fielding Hurst, making my entire command 26 commissioned officers 
and 460 enlisted men. 

At noon of the 2d instant, I moved down the Hatchie by three roads, 
deploying my command in such a manner as to embrace the country 
lying between a line drawn through Bolivar and Covington, Tipton 
County, and the Hatchie, and all of that portion of country lying west 
of Covington and Beaver Creek, to the Mississippi River, and returned 
in about the same order, but by different routes, arriving at Bolivar on 
the 10th instant. This move resulted in a few light skirmishes with the 
enemy, who were broken into small bands of not more than 30 men, nor 
did I encounter the enemy at any time in greater force than above 
mentioned. 

My command, after much chasing, captured Lieutenant-Colonel [J. 
-U.] Green, Captain [J. H.] Hazlewood, 2 lieutenants, 2 surgeons, and 
28 men, of Colonel Richardson’s command, and 110 horses and mules. 

I regret to announce that Capt. C. H. Reed, commanding Company 
E, Highteenth Regiment Ilinois Volunteer Infantry, was killed by 
guerrillas in ambush. He wasa gallant and noble officer, and brave to 
excess. We also lost 1 enlisted man, prisoner. 

Not being satisfied with the result of the first expedition, I asked of 
you and obtained permission to’scour the country between the Loosa- 
hatchee and the line from Bolivar to Covington and east of Beaver 
Creek, but with less favorable results, capturing, from roving bands of 
guerrillas, 1 lieutenant and 8 privates, and 75 horses and mules. 

I am informed by reliable citizens of Tipton and Haywood Counties 
that Richardson, the guerrilla chief, crossed the Mississippi River in 
a canoe, with a fortune, robbed of citizens of Haywood, Tipton, and the 
adjoining counties. Learning that a great number of his men, mostly 
conscripts, disgusted with his mode of warfare, desired to return to their 
homes, I issued a circular that all citizens and all members of Richard- 
son’s, [J. J.] Neely’s, and Wood’s bands, and other commands styling 
themselves partisan rangers, who would deliver up their arms, subscribe 
to the oath of allegiance to the United States of America, and return to 
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their peaceful pursuits, would be protected in person and property, and 
also warned them that, in case any of these bands were reorganized or 
new ones should spring up, I would hold those persons who had not 
taken the oath of allegiance, or who had not faithfully observed the 
same, responsible for any act or deeds perpetrated by such bands. To 
enforce the said circular, I left one company of 3 commissioned officers, 
60 men, and 1 provost-marshal at Covington, with the instructions. to 
remain at that post three days, and then to move to Somerville, remain 
there the same length of time, and then report to Bolivar. I also lefta 
company of the same number, and provost-marshal, at Stanton Depot, 
to remain there the same length of time, then to proceed to Whiteville, 
remain there three days, and then report to Bolivar. I then returned 
with the balance of my command to Jackson, Tenn., April 16, 1863. 

I state with pride that the officers and men of both detachments 
under my command conducted themselves in the most soldierlike man- 
ner, and are worthy of a better foe. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient © 


servant, 
M. K. LAWLER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. E. D. Mason, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 
Report of Ineut. Col. Daniel H. Brush, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry. 


Hpers. EIGHTEENTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Jackson, Tenn., April 17, 1863. 


Sir: I hereby respectfully report that I arrived in camp yesterday 
evening, with the remaining portion of this regiment out on the expe- 
dition to Covington, Tenn., and vicinity, with the exception of detach- 
ments under command of Captains Davis and Blackburn, 60 men each, 
which were left in that region, by direction of Colonel Lawler. 

The casualties of the trip are the loss of Capt. C. H. Reed, Company 
H, killed by guerrillas near Covington on the 5th instant, and Private 
Bradford Bardmess, Company A, and Corpl. George W. Green, Com- 
pany F, taken prisoners near Dancyville, Tenn., on the 3d instant. 

The command has captured, while absent, about 80 head of horses 
and mules, not taking into account any surplus that may now be with 
the aforesaid detachments. Mules were taken from the regimental 
teams, when the command went out, to mount men who had no horses. 
Those mules have been returned or replaced. 

A considerable number of the horses taken from here by the men 
were weak and pretty much broken down, and soon gave out; such 
have been left on the way; some died. Men took in their places cap- 
tured horses. 

. It cannot be ascertained with certainty until the absent detachments 
come back how many animals have been captured, or how many will 
be on hand after supplying the men who went out on the expedition 
with a horse each. 

Of the captured horses, I was under the necessity of taking one, on 
account of the horse I was riding becoming unfit for use by having a 
sore back, Adjt. S. T. Brush, for some reason, took one of the cap- 
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tured horses. Both of said horses were reported to General Brayman, 
at Bolivar, when we found we were to go back toward the Mississippi 
River from that place, were appraised, purchased by us, and paid for, 
and bills of sale given us. ; : 

I respectfully suggest that all the horses and mules now in the regi- 
ment belonging to the Government, either in use by the line officers, 
enlisted men, or teamsters, be at once branded, and those in use by the 
officers and men be appraised, as also the equipments, and ordered to 
‘be charged to the said officers and men, so that they may be respect- 
ively held accountable to the Government for the value of the same. 
Such a course is necessary to prevent the men from trading off and ex- 
changing horses and fixtures, and to make them take care of such as 
are turned over to them. A board of appraisers, in my opinion, should 
be at once appointed, that the matter may be speedily attended to. 

The prisoners taken during the expedition were turned over to the 
provost-marshal at Bolivar, by order of Colonel Lawler. 

Respectfully submitted. 

D. H. BRUSH, 


LTieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regument. 


Lieut. J. C. WEBBER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


APRIL 2-6, 1863.—Scout in Beaver Creek Swamp, Tenn. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas P. Herrick, Seventh Kansas Cavalry. 


_ GERMANTOWN, TENN., April 6, 1863. 


LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with 
the order of General Hurlbut, I left camp at daylight on the morning 
of the 2d instant, with the effective force of the Seventh Kansas Cav- 
alry, to move against Richardson’s force, then supposed to be in the 
swamps of Beaver Creek. On arriving at Hickory Wythe, I learned 
that the Second Iowa Cavalry had passed through that place an hour 
before, on their way down from a scout through the country I was 
ordered to visit. After crossing Loosahatchee, learned that immediately 
after the surprise and slaughter of our men near Belmont, on Sunday 
night, March 29, Richardson had disbanded his men, fearing so large a 
Federal force would be sent into the country that his command would 
be destroyed if he attempted to keep it together. I therefore saw that 
it would be impossible for me to accomplish what was evidently expected 
from the expedition, for where men are scattered through the swamps 
itis only by chance that they can be caught. However, I spent two 
days in the swamps on Beaver, thoroughly scouring the whole country, 
from the head of Kast Beaver, 5 miles above Mason’s Station, around 
to Portersville, on the west. Probably one-third of Richardson’s active 
force was scattered through this stretch of country, but our movements 
were so vigilantly watched and so faithfully reported by the “peace- 
able citizens,” that the entire population anticipated our approach. 

Knowing that I would meet no hostile force, I deployed the men by 
squadrons, and made a hunt instead of a march, sending them in lines 
of skirmishers through swamps and fields over the whole country. I 
had some hope that by this means I might find Richardson himself, who 
has been wounded, and is said to be concealed somewhere in that coun- 
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try. Ithen moved down Beaver tots junction with the Loosahatchee, 
which I recrossed early yesterday morning. 

On Cypress I captured a few prisoners, and found that many more of 
Richardson’s men were in that neighborhood than north of the Loosa- 
hatchee. I was anxious to spend a couple of days on Cypress, be- 
lieving I could capture a considerable number of prisoners, but our 
subsistence was exhausted, and I had no permission to subsist on the 
country. I therefore returned to camp, where I arrived last night. 

I met with no loss except that about 20 of our poorest horses died or 
had to be abandoned on the march. I captured enough animals belong- 
ing to Richardson’s men to make up the deficiency. 

I made every effort to communicate with Colonel Lawler, but could 
neither find nor hear of him. 

About 2 miles southeast of Portersville, in Beaver Swamp, I found 
500 bushels of corn in gunny-sacks, which had been captured by Rich- 
ardson near Randolph. He had pressed teams in the vicinity of Por- 
tersville about a month since, and hauled the corn to this hiding-place 
for further use. I burned it. 

On Thursday night, after we had crossed Loosahatchee, going north- 
ward, the bridge below Quinn’s Mills was burned, either by citizens or 
guerrillas. On my return, [ found a report circulating among the people 
that the bridge had been burned by my men. The story will doubtless 
find its way to headquarters, but it is so palpably absurd that I trust 
it will not need contradiction. General Hurlbut’s orders were strictly 
observed in every respect. : 

‘The conduct of officers and men was praiseworthy, and I am confident 
that there was no single instance of improper conduct on the part of 
any man in the expedition. I send herewith triplicate descriptive-rolis 
of 9 prisoners, who will be turned over to you. A lieutenant named 
R: F. Graham was killed. 

Your obedient servant, 
T. P. HERRICK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Seventh Kansas Cavalry. 


Lieut. W. M. EMERY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 2-14, 1863.—Expedition to Greenville, Black Bayou, and Deer Creek, 
: Miss., with skirmishes, April 7, 8, and 10. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Frederick Stecle, U. S. Army, commanding expedition. 

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C.S. Army, commanding Second Military Dis- 
trict. 

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, C. S. Army. 

No. 4.—Col. Samuel W. Ferguson, C. 8. Army. 


NG ek 
Report of Brig. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. 8S. Army, commanding expedition. 


Hpgrs. First Division, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Greenville, April 10, 1863. 
GENERAL: My command has just returned to this place, having pur- 
sued the rebels, under Colonel Ferguson, about 43 miles down Deer 
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Creek. Their precise strength I could not ascertain, but they had six 
pieces of artillery, and from 600 to 1,000 cavalry and infantry. At Dr. 
Thomas’ plantation they received re-enforcements from Rolling Fork, 
including two 10-pounder Parrotts. Here they drew up in line of 
battle and opened on us with their artillery. It was an open field be- 
tween us, and I advanced upon them in line, using all my artillery. 
They fled before the infantry became engaged. My troops had made a 
fatiguing march, and we encamped on the place the enemy had just left. 

The next morning, I sent ont a force to ascertain where the enemy 
were. They had moved toward Rolling Fork, where it was said théy 
were to receive large re-enforcements. For reasons which I will ex- 
plain in my official report tc General Sherman, I then started back to 
this place, bringing about 1,000 head of stock, horses, mules, and beef- 
cattle. There are also anumber of ox-wagons, carts, buggies, &c. A 
great many negroes have followed the command. I wish you would 
send up six boats to carry the stock, &c. Iadvised all the negroes that 
asked my advice to stay on the plantations where they belonged, ex- 
cept two engineers and a blacksmith. Please send me instructions as 
to what shall be done with these poor creatures. In many instances 
our men burned up everything there was to eat on the plantations, in 
spite of all my endeavors to prevent it. Itis estimated by some of the 
officers that we burned 500,000 bushels of corn. There were 25,000 
bushels burned at Thompson’s, which the negroes said were destined for 
Vicksburg. We have lost a considerable number of stragglers, some 
of whom were taken because they wished to be, no doubt. One man of 
my escort was killed, and one other cavalrymanu wounded. ‘The enemy 
made his appearance on our rear to-day while we were bridging Black 
Bayou, at French’s plantation, but were soon dispersed, with the loss 
of 1 man on our part. We have 1 lieutenant and 2 privates prisoners. 
I send this dispatch by Major [B. H.] Peterson. Please send me orders 
in regard to my future movements. 

Iam told that there are 150 bales of cotton 7 or 8 miles from here, 
belonging to a Mr. Miller, rebel. I could probably get it into the river 
if it would be proper to mark it S. A. Douglas. 

The enemy have five or six boats on Bogue Phaliah and a landing 
about 2 miles from Deer Creek, high up; a good road leading across 
and several bridges. 

Very truly, yours, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT. 


No. 2. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C. 8. Army, commanding Sec- 
ond Military District. 


VICKSBURG, April 8, 1863. 
(Received April 8.) 
The enemy are in force against Ferguson. The force now under Lee 
is six regiments and battalion light artillery, and very little cavalry. 
He needs very much the latter. Please order back two companies of 
Waul’s Legion. 
C. L. STEVENSON, 


Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 
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VICKSBURG, April 8, 1863. 
Lee will secure Rolling Fork, and move up Bogue Phaliah to get in 
rear of the enemy, who are forcing Ferguson down Deer Creek. 
©. L. STEVENSON, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


VICKSBURG, April 9, 1863. 


The enemy, some eight regiments in sight, had driven Ferguson on 
night of 7th nearly to Rolling Fork; re-enforcements were arriving. I 
think this is a formidable expedition, probably to co-operate with one 
from Steele’s Bayou. I think half of the brigade with Maury should 
go at once to Rolling Fork, the other to Snyder’s, to operate up Lower 
Deer Creek. If the cotton-boats are not needed above, they had better 
‘be here. 

C. L. STEVENSON, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


VICKSBURG, April 9, 1863. 


Report from Ferguson, dated 11 a. m. yesterday. He had made a 
stand 16 miles above Rolling Fork; expected to be re-enforced that 
night. Two regiments must have been near him; nothing of the artil- 
lery heard yesterday afternoon. Please order back the intrenching tools 
taken by General Featherston, and any others that can be spared. A 
sufficient number cannot be obtained here. Send back Captain [D.] 
Wintter. 

C. L. STEVENSON, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


Hpgrs. SEconD DistRicT, DEPT. oF Miss. AND H. LA., 
Vicksburg, April 14, 1863. 

Masor: I send you herewith reports from General Lee and Colonel 
Ferguson.* 

_ I shall direct General Lee to place works on Sunflower at such points 
as he may think proper, and will cause all exposed points to be secured 
by defensive works. 

General Lee suggests that a cotton-clad be placed on Sunflower as a 
guard-boat until we can get out supplies. General Maury thinks the 
cotton-clads are too unsafe for troops. I will provide for that defense 
in some other way. 

The raft has been strengthened by additional chains. I am prepar- 
ing railroad iron, connected by links, for additional security. 

* It would be dangerous to attemptto put the Yazoo raft below Haynes’. 
The current is too strong. If it should become unmanageable and 
strike the drift, it would be very apt to carry away the main raft. At 
- the bend at Haynes’ it can be turned into an eddy, prepared and swung, 
if the other should give way, but even there it should not be placed in 


*See pp. 504, 507. 
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the current until there is an absolute necessity for it, for the chances 
are it would break. This is the opinion of all who have examined into 
it. ; 
Grant and Sherman came down on the flag-boat yesterday. Their 
object was evidently to induce the belief that their troops were here. 
I saw a letter from Grant to Major Watts, in which he referred to 
Adjutant-General Thomas being on the Mississippi. 
T am, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cc. L. STEVENSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, me 
A. A. G., Dept. of Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana, Jackson. 


ADDENDA. 


JACKSON, April 9, 1863. 
Capt. I. N. BRown, Yazoo City: a 
Move down river—say, to mouth of Sunflower—with your cotton- 
clad boats, to operate as circumstances may require. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


JACKSON, April 9, 1863. 
Major-General LORING, 
Fort Pemberton, via Grenada and Yazoo City (both ways) : 

Send [J. C.] Moore’s brigade immediately, 1,500 of which to Rolling 
Fork, and the remainder to Haynes’ Bluff or Snyder’s Mill, to receive - 
instructions from Major-General Stevenson. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Theutenant-General, Commanding. 


No. 3. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, C. S. Army. 


WILLIS’ PLACE, UPPER DEER CREEK, 
Eighteen miles above Rolling Fork, April 9, 1863. 


Mason: I have the honor to report my arrival at this point last night. 
Colonel Ferguson halted here to give the Yankees battle, but yesterday 
evening he discovered that they were falling back rapidly, destroying 
everything eatable before them, and they are now, or were last night, 
at midnight, 20 miles above this point, at Taylor’s place (40 miles above 
Rolling Fork). They did not leave a particle of anything for the plant- 
ers to subsist on, but said they intended to destroy everything this side 
of Greenville. I have ordered Colonel Ferguson to follow them with 
his force, and I will be ready to assist him. It now becomes a serious 
matter how troops are to be subsisted above this point, and the colonel, 
after discovering further of the movements of the enemy, will be di- 
rected to return at least to this point, leaving an observing squad near 
Greenville. 

I will now turn my attention to the Hushpuckanaw, from which I have 
not heard, and have ordered Captain [B. M.] Harrod, with Weldon, to 
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go on a reconnaissance to select a suitable point for works, and a raft, 
as near the mouth of the Bogue Phaliah as the water will admit, if pos- 
Sible at the mouth; if not, to go up till a point is found, and I will be 
prepared to move with three regiments and a section of artillery at a 
moment’s notice, as soon as their report is received, or I hear from the 
expedition now there. There are ample stores between this and the 
Rolling Fork for this command at present. 

Colonel Ferguson day before yesterday gave the enemy such a check 
with his small force that they were deterred from a farther advance. 
They deployed seven regiments of infantry, artillery, and cavalry. 
Their command, from all [ can learn; consists of Steele’s division and 
the Marine Brigade, not to exceed 6,000 men. Their object was, I think, 
to destroy provisions. The negroes are in a pretty bad condition, and 
a larger force of cavalry, say a regiment, is needed here, as only cav- 
alry can get through the swamps. Butit should be borne in mind that 
corn will now be scarce, and the general had better delay till I hear 
through Colonel Ferguson the extent of their destruction. I will let 
you hear further this evening. 

Yours, respectfully, 
STEPHEN D. LEB, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. J. J. REEVE, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpqrs. ROLLING ForK, April 12, 1863—9.30 a. m. 


Major: [have delayed my dispatch to this hour to hear from Colo- 
nel Ferguson, near Greenville, but have received nothing from him; 
but as the Yankees were 5 miles from Greenville at last accounts, I do 
not expect anything important from him. The planters and negroes 
are much demoralized on the Mississippi, and from all I can learn large 
cotton crops are being planted by men who were regarded above sus- 
picion. On some of the places the negroes are almost in a state of 
insurrection. 

Adjuatant-General Thomas, U.S. Army, on the 9th visited Lake Provi- 
dence, and made a speech to the troops, stating that all the negroes 
were to be returned and the men conscripted. Each division should 
have three negro regiments, to be officered by white officers; that all 
the rest of the negroes, men and women, were to be put to work under 
overseers, to raise cotton and corn for the Government, to make the 
war self-sustaining. The United States authorities at Memphis are 
seizing all the cotton for the Government. Thomas said that Vicksburg 
would fall within thirty days without the firing of a gun. The report 
of the speech comes from a reliable source, who was present and heard 
the speech. 

The Hope returned from a point 60 miles above the Bogue yesterday 
evening, that being the lowest point where obstructions can be made 
with sufficient ground for fortifying. I respectfully urge that works be 
commenced at the point indicated, to allay any uneasiness in the future, 
and that at least four long-range guns be placed in battery there, pro- 
"tected by a suitable force. I send a report of Captain Harrod, with a 
sketch.* The Hope heard nothing of the Arcadia or Dew Drop up the 
Sunflower. I send the Emma Bett, with Colonel [W. E.] Curtiss, 150° 
men, and two howitzers, up the Sunflower to look after the missing 


* Not found. 
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boats. I do this, as I feel some uneasiness about them, though I think 
they are safe, and merely loading both boats with corn and other sup- 
plies above the Hushpuckanaw. I do not think the route practicable 
at present, as the water is falling, and the delay incident to transfer- 
ring the load from the Dew Drop to the Arcadia will account for the 
non-return of the boats. The people up the Sunflower seem to antici- 
pate no advance in that direction. 

I directed Mr. Weldon to prepare for constructing the ‘raft on the 
Sunflower, and a man is now getting out thelumber. I propose putting 
a raft in Rolling Fork also, and Weldon is to send a man to do it. 
These rafts are to be ready to swing across the river in case of alarm. 
The work (intrenchment) at this point is progressing well. It is being 
constructed of cotton bales, with a thickness of 10 to 15 feet of earth in 
front, with a banquette raised 18 inches above the general surface. 

I have sent an officer to Black Bayou to look at the obstructions com- 
pleted there. I do not anticipate any advance from that direction, nor 
do I anticipate any trouble here until the water falls, when the enemy 
will advance from Skipwith’s and other points. I will not send any of 
my force back till I hear more reliably from the Hushpuckanaw, about 
which Iam tolerably easy.. Iam holding the Golden Age here, loading 
with supplies, and will have her to move up the Sunflower, if necessary. 
Occupying a point above the Bogue Phaliah would necessitate at least 
a regiment in small boats between the mouth of the Bogue and Falls’ 
Landing to hold that stream, and I recommend the construction of the 
boats at once. I make these recommendations now in anticipation of 
high water in June, when the enemy may attempt the water courses in 
this direction. 

A rumor comes pretty straight from the Mississippi that a captain of 
one of the gunboats, quite intimate with a Mr. Duncan (a planter), stated 
that one hundred transports would be down in a few days. It was not 
stated whether they would be empty or not. It is very difficult to get 
reliable information from the river, owing to the demoralization and fear 
for property. 

Respectfully submitted. : 

STEPHEN D. LEE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Maj. J. J. REEVE, 

A. A. G., 2d Dist., Dept. of Miss. and EB. La., Vicksburg, Miss. 


HEADQUARTERS ROLLING ForK, 
Aprii 14, 1863—4 p. m. 


MaJsor: Since my last communication to you, I have received addi- 
tional information of the movements of transports down the Mississippi, . 
and also intelligence of the removal of the troops from Lake Providence. 
As these movements tend to indicate an attack by the enemy upon 
Vicksburg or vicinity, I have ordered three of the regiments stationed 
here to embark for Haynes’ Bluff, and will myself leave for the same 
point this evening. I have directed Colonel Ferguson to leave a cav- * 
alry force in the vicinity of Greenville, and to bring his infantry force 
to this point. I will leave here the Fifty-sixth Georgia Regiment and 
a section of howitzers, as an addition to the force which he now has 
with him. I have advised him to make his headquarters in this vicin- 
ity for convenience of communication. The line of fortifications which 
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I am erecting will, when completed, be very strong, and can easily be 
held by the force under the command of Colonel Ferguson. 

Black Bayou is pretty well obstructed, and so is Deer Creek between 
Black Bayou and this point. These obstructions, in conjunction with 
the fortifications, will detain any force of the enemy sufficiently long to 
allow re-enforcements to be sent in large numbers. 

_ Mr. Hampton has just arrived here, and has given me the following 
information: He says the enemy is digging a canal from Milliken’s 
Bend into Walnut Bayou, thence into Vidal (he thinks) Bayou, and 
from there into Roundaway Bayou, near New Carthage. He thinks 
their object is to carry supplies on flat-boats through this canal, for the 
purpose of making an expedition up the Big Black, and for supplying 
boats from below. 

Yours, respectfully, 
STEPHEN D. LEE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Maj. J. J. REEVE, 

A. A. G., 2d Dist., Dept. of Miss. and H. La., Vicksburg, Miss. 


No. 4. 
Reports of Col. Samuel W. Ferguson, C. 8S. Army. 


FALLS’ PLACE, April 7, 1863. 

MAJor: I have fallen back to this point, and will continue my march 
down the creek to-day until I find a position that can be held by my 
force against the advance of theenemy. The latter crossed Black Bayou 
yesterday, near General French’s place, to the number of about 300, and 
had large camp and a train of wagons on the other side, ready to cross 
as soon-as they could get a bridge fixed. General Steele seems to be in 
command. One of my spies, disguised as a negro, had a long talk with 
him. He said he intended to pick me up at Rolling Fork and put me 
on his boats. This may be only a boast, or may indicate that they wish 
to get possession of the country from Rolling Fork to Black Bayou, and 
then clear Deer Creek of obstructions. Please let me know at once 
what to do; whether to hold the country to the last extremity, await- 
ing re-enforcements, or shall I endeavor to get my force safely out of 
the way and give the country up? I got positive information yesterday 
that twenty-five boats, loaded with troops, had passed Skipwith’s Land- 
ing on’the day before, going up. On yesterday sixteen boats, with 
troops, were being disembarked at Greenville. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. FERGUSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. J. J. REEVE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


DEER CREEK, 26 MILES ABOVE ROLLING ForK, 
April 7, 1863—7 p. m. 
MaAsor: I have fallen back to this point before the superior forces of 
the enemy. ‘Their cavalry was last night about 14 miles from here. 1 
have so little cavalry that I cannot obtain fall knowledge of their move- 
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ments. They were busy repairing bridge across Deer Creek, near Colo- 
nel Falls’. This may be for the purpose of reaching Bogue Phaliah, and 
embarking parties on small boats for the purpose of surprising some of 
our steamers, which might be caught without troops on board. I got 
4 deserters yesterday ; they represent the force at 7,000 under General 
Sherman; General Steele was their brigade commander; this estimate 
exclusive of the Marine Brigade. I have sent three dispatches before 
this; hope they went through rapidly. My situation very embarrassing 
until I can learn whether re-enforcements are to be sent or Iam to make 
good my retreat as best I may. If the country is to be held, more cav- 
alry is indispensable. Please send me instructions at once. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; S. W. FERGUSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. J. J. REEVE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


DEER CREEK, 20 MILES ABOVE ROLLING FoRK, 
April 7, 1863—7.30 p. m. 
Mayor: The enemy came upon me to-day at the point I had halted 
yesterday, at about 2 p. m. I repulsed their cavalry, and remained in 
position after their artillery opened, for some time, until seven regiments 
(apparently) of infantry advanced in line of battle. I then fell back 
slowly, repulsed their cavalry again with rear guard, and I am now 
making my way to Rolling Fork, as I can hear nothing as yet of re-en- 
forcements or of boats to take me off. Ifthey are not there when I ar- 
rive, I fear the greater portion of the command must be sacrificed. I 
shall endeavor to get some of it down Deer Creek to Victor Wilson’s 
place, if not cut off at Black Bayou. Please, if re-enforcements have 
not started in time, have some transportation ready at Lower Deer 
Creek as well as at Rolling Fork. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. FERGUSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. J. J. REEVE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


DEER CREEK, CAPTAIN WILLIS’ PLANTATION, 

April 8, 1863—11 ‘a. m. 
MAJor: Learning that re-enforcements had arrived at the mouth of 
Rolling Fork, I have determined to hold this position, which is a strong 
one, until further orders. I have not yet received any report from the 
commanding officer of said re-enforcements, but conclude that a suffi- 
cient force will be sent to hold this approach to Vicksburg. Your dis- 
patches of the 5th and 6th instant were received last night after mine to 
you had been sent. My rear guard is in the position it occupied last 
night, about 3 miles higher up, and at last accounts the enemy had not 
advanced through the canebreak I held until sunset yesterday. With 

the force now here, I can hold the point until to-morrow at any rate. 
In case of a severe engagement, my artillery ammunition will soon be 
exhausted, in consequence of the order to me some time since to send 
back a portion of it. My guns are three 12-pounder howitzers and 
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three 3-inch rifles. What I need most are shells and spherical Case ; 
you can decide on the necessity of their being furnished in time. My 
requisitions for harness, &e., have not been filled, and, in consequence, 
I can only use four horses or mules to some of the caissons. This may 
eventually prove a serious matter. My terrible deficiency in cavalry 
has prevented my driving before me the stock of the country, and col- 
lecting the wagons and teams, so a supply of food and transportation 
has been left to the enemy, in spite of the efforts I have made to pre- 
vent it. 

As soon as I heard on Sunday last that the troops were landing at 
Greenville, I sent a party to Millar’s Bend, on the Mississippi, to cut the 
levee at the head of Black Bayou. The chances of success were more 
than doubtfal, but if it is accomplished, in about ten days the swamp 
they have crossed on a dry land road will all be overflowed, and their 
line of communication very seriously obstructed. When they reach 
Rolling Fork, they will have marched about 65 miles. We will, there- 
fore, have the great advantage of operations on an interior or shorter 
line by water communication. Their line of communication may be cut 
by small parties going up Bogue Phaliah in skiffs and yawls, such as 
I captured in getting through the overflow to the vicinity of Deer 
Creek, at such points as Falls’ Landing, Taylor’s, Ruck’s, and the place 
occupied by Dr. and’ Mr. William Blanton. The parties could also give 
notice of any similar expedition of the enemy to capture by surprise 
our steamers. The men for such an expedition should be selected with 
regard to their skill with the oar. 

I yesterday sent Captain [W. A. C.] Jones, of the Fortieth Alabama, to 
Rolling Fork, to examine the practicability of putting a levee across Deer 
Creek at the head of Rolling Fork, in order to turn all the water into the 
latter, which would cause such a fall in the former as to prevent boats 
going up from Black Bayou. The water is so much higher now than it 
was when the last expedition came, that trees then thrown in, and which 
rested on each bank and formed a good blockade, are now afloat and can 
be easily removed. Linclose hisreport.* Ifthe plan is deemed worthy of 
adoption, I would suggest that engineers, tools, &c., be at once ordered 
to execute it. 

1 have burned all the bale cotton as I fell back before the enemy, and 
destroyed the bridges, to keep them as much as possible to our side 
of thecreek. They have burned several fine steam gins that I know of, 
and probably all. I yesterday hanged a negro man, slave of William 
F. Smith, who, mistaking two of my men for the Abolitionists, hailed 
them across the creek, and volunteered to conduct them to the rebel 
camp, so as to surprise it; informed them of my strength and position, 
asked for a gun to kill his master, and said that he would knock down 
and rape any white woman. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. FERGUSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Maj. J. J. REEVE, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


COURTNEY’S PLANTATION, DEER CREEK, April 12, 1863. 
GENERAL: Your letter of yesterday received this a.m. I have been 
waiting to give you the latest news from the river. Some of the enemy’s 
transports lay at Greenville all yesterday. Their artillery and cavalry 


* Not found. 
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seemed all to have embarked. From citizens who went on board to 
recover stolen property, I learn that General Steele said he was waiting 
orders from General Grant. I would have made an attack with artillery 
at daylight this morning, but the storm last night prevented the trans- 
portation of the guns, and I am afraid of the bridge in my rear being 
washed away, the bayou is rising so rapidly from the cut in the levee. 
In regard to cutting the levees in this section, the only place at which 
anything could be accomplished would be at the head of Williams’ 
Bayou, but the river is falling so rapidly I do not think this will amount 
to much, and will cut me off from the river altogether, leaving a section 
of country in the condition of that about Lakes Washington and Amer- 
ica. Upper Deer Oreek is already overflowed from the cut at the head 
of the creek. A Mr. Carter, a planter at point of Millar’s Bend, reported 
yesterday that since Saturday last, when Steele’s expedition landed at 
Greenville, twenty-two boats loaded with troops had passed his place 
going up theriver. Citizens near Greenville do not confirm this, but the 
boats may have passed during the night. 

I find it impossible to ascertain positively whether the boats of Steele’s 
expedition, after taking the troops on board, went up or down, but in- 
cline to the opinion they (6 of them) went up night before last. Yester- 
day about sunset five formidable gunboats passed down within a half 
hour of each other. 

Since commencing the last sentence, a dispatch from Lieutenant 
Maughas, who is keeping watch on the river bank, has come in. I in- 
close it.* He is reliable. 

I think it advisable to keep my force here for the present, as that 
infernal expedition under Eliet, who burns and destroys everything 
on the river, has lately been on the river near here. He might land to 
destroy what is left. He cannot get between us, except with a little 
cavalry, and even that will be impossible in a few days, from the rise 
in Black Bayou. 

As soon as I have time I wish to send a full report of the burning 
and destruction of private property by General Steele, and in this con- 
nection would call attention to the 5 prisoners sent down, who acknowl- 
edge that they had been led to the cast bank of Deer Creek by their 
captain, to steal mules and horses and burn everything. They were 
caught on stolen animals, and had in their possession articles of private 
property stolen from residences, and were recognized as those who had 
set fire to the corn on Dr. Hill’s plantation. Will not our Government 
make an example of them? I found in the Yankee camp at this place 
four pairs of hand-cuffs and a long chain, all linked together, which 
would well ornament them. I need all the cavalry I can get. 

My only loss so far is Lieutenant Dorsey, of the sharpshooters, cap- 
tured, and 2 men, of the Fortieth Alabama, deserted to the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. FERGUSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Upper Deer Oreek. 
Brig. Gen. STEPHEN D. LEE, Commanding, &e. 


CoURTNEY’S PLACE, DEER CREEK, 
April 13, 1863—10 a. m. 
GENERAL: I can make nothing of the enemy’s movements, unless I 
construe them to indicate the purpose of establishing a post at Green- 
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ville. Yesterday they advanced with large infantry force, drove in my 
cavalry until they reached the spot where the latter had bivouacked, 
then fell back to their boats. I thought the movement meant to cover 
their embarkation, but this morning-Captain [G.] Barnes sends me word 
that their movements indicate an advance. That was about two hours 
ago. Ihave just learned that they yesterday examined Blantona, the 
residence of Mrs. Theobald, with the view of converting it into ahospital. 
They also commenced pitching tents in a clover field near her house, 
and inquired the number of healthy negro women, with the view of 
making of them nurses for small-pox patients. They have long talked 
to the citizens along the river of their purpose of establishing a post 
at Greenville. They may have told the truth for once. 

Two boats landed troops yesterday and one went off. Not known 
whether or not she took troops with her. 

The water is rising in Black Bayou at the rate of about 6 inches in 
twenty-four hours. If this continues, it will soon render the swamp im- 
passable. I have sent this morning to make another cut, to throw the 
water from Deer Creek into it, which will also overflow the road from 
here to Choctaw Bend. 

Iam quite sick and barely able to move about; wish you could spare 
time to ride up here and look for yourself. 

Very truly, &c., your obedient servant, 
S. W. FERGUSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. STEPHEN D. LEE, 
Commanding, &c. 


COURTNEY’S PLACE, DEER CREEK, 
April 14, 1863—2.30 p. m. 

GENERAL: I have delayed sending an express to you to-day, until I 
could ascertain something positive in regard to theenemy. Ihave just 
learned that there are at present thirteen transports at Greenville Land- 
ing. Constant skirmishing goes on between their pickets and ours. 
Two transports, one very large and one small, passed down yesterday, 
loaded with troops, without stopping at Greenville. Seven transports 
loaded with troops, wagons, tents, &c., passed down to-day, without 
stopping. One gunboat and one transport, loaded with horses, passed 
up to-day. 

I sent yesterday to Chickasaw Bend to have the leveecut. The party 
sent reported to me this morning no water against the levee, and that 
twenty boats, apparently, from the noise, loaded with troops, passed 
that point during the previous night. Ican get no positive information 
of their having passed Greenville, although, as it was at night, and 1 
had no pickets just on the bank, they could have passed without its 
being known. The Yankee bridge across Black Bayou is washed away, 
and my pickets now have to swim the stream to get near the Yankees. 
The account of the boats passing down, which I send you, includes only 
those of which I have positive knowledge; others may have passed 
without my Beene sails , 

ectfu our obedient servant 
wee ve S. W. FERGUSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Brig. Gon. STEPHEN ‘D. LEE, 
zo Commanding, &e. 
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APRIL 4, 1863.—Skirmish on Nonconnah Creek, near Memphis, Tenn. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut,’U. 8S. Army, commanding Sixteenth Army 
Corps. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C. 8. Army, commanding district. 


No. 1. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. 8S. Army, commanding Six- 
teenth Army Corps. 


MrmMPuHis, TENN., April 4, 1863. 


Sir: Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, Adjutant-General, is here on a tour of 
inspection. I am gratified that so far as he has seen or expressed an 
opinion it is favorable. 

There has been a small picket affair on the line of the Nonconnah to- 
day, not yet over. Our cavalry pickets (Second Wisconsin) were struck 
about daylight, 2 men wounded and 2 captured, Colonel Stephens (Sec- 
ond Wisconsin), with about 100 men, pursued, crossed the Nonconnah, 
and drove their pickets 6 miles, when, finding the enemy in force, about 
from 600 to 800 cavalry and dismounted men, and hearing of a battery, 
he fell back. I immediately ordered Lauman’s First Brigade (four 
regiments and a battery) forward, and pushed two battalions of the 
Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry over the Nonconnah. I have not yet 
heard from them, nor do I think the enemy will wait for an attack. I 
think it was a ruse to draw a portion of our cavalry out and surround 
them. If they come in before the boat leaves, I will report further, but 
I think this is all.’ I scarcely believe that Chalmers would venture in- 
fantry and artillery so near us, and think it is only a dash of mounted 
men. 

Your obedient servant, 
Ss. A. HORLBUT, 
Major-General. 
Lieut. Col. JoHN A. RAWLINS, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 2. 


Report of Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C. S. Army, commanding Dis- 
trict. 
SENATOBIA, April 5, 1863. 

I hope the orders will not take Major [W. M.] Inge from me. He is 
now east of ny line, but about ready to bring his command here. . 

We drove the enemy’s pickets within 5 miles of Memphis. Killed 1, 
wounded several; captured 2, with horses and equipments complete. 
They came out afterward, but, finding us ready, did not advance. 
JAMES hk. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. . 


{Indorsement. ] 


Tell General Ruggles that on arrival of cavalry regiment from Gen- 
eral Buckner, Major Inge will join General Chalmers. Tell Chalmers 
same, 


J. C. P. (PEMBERTON, ] 
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APRIL 5-6, 1863.—Scout from Grand Junction to Saulsbury, Tenn. 
_ Report of Capt. Asa W. McDonald, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., April 11, 1863. 
Agreeably to directions, 50 men from Companies F, M, and H, under 
my command, proceeded on a scout to the vicinity of Saulsbury, a ser- 
geant and 10 men of the Sixth Illinois accompanying as guides. We 
started soon after 3 o’clock, and proceeded direct to Saulsbury, where we 
got tidings that a party the evening previous had passed up the State 
Line road shortly before sunset. We proceeded to the place indicated, 
and had gone but a short distance when I learned that a party of guer- 
rillas had passed direct down the Ripley road. I made some inquiries 
after returning onto the Ripley road, and found the information I had 
received was correct, as 34 guerrillas had passed about 6 a.m. We fol- 
lowed the trail, and when about 2 miles south from Saulsbury a large 
mound was discovered, about 2 miles ahead, and when I had arrived at 
a short distance from the mound, it being some half a mile to our right, 
I discovered something which I took to be a picket, and moved forward 
at a brisk pace. I ordered Lieutenant Breeze to take Company F, and 
advance up the front of the mound and engage them should there be a 
force there, while I moved around, endeavoring to get in their rear; but 
they did not stand to receive Lieutenant Breeze, but retreated imme- 
diately, Company F giving them a few shots, and then charged after 
‘them. They deserted their lead mules, having 2, but Company F pushed 
them so close that 2 of the 3 prisoners (citizens) they had escaped, and 
the other they shot dead. 1 came on the trail at this point, and pursued 
them about 2 miles farther, but did not succeed in capturing any, as 
they dispersed in squads of twos and threes at short intervals. 
ASA W. McDONALD, 
Captain Seventh Illinois Cavalry Regiment, Comdg. Detachment. 


|Lieut. GEORGE A. Root, 
Adjutant Seventh Illinois Cavalry.| 


APRIL 5-7, 1863.—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Early Grove and 
Mount Pleasant, Miss. 


Report of Capt. William W. Eaton, Second Iowa Cavalry. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., April 7, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with orders re- 
ceived at 4.30 p. m. on the 5th instant, from headquarters First Bri- 
gade, Cavalry Division, ‘‘for one battalion to proceed immediately 
southward to Early Grove, thence westerly toward Mount Pleasant, 
and return by way of Moscow,” I started with the Third Battalion at 
5.30 p. m., and moved southward on the main Holly Springs road to 
the point where the Early Grove road leaves it, and thence on the Early 
Grove road. I encamped for the night on the plantation of : 
about 9 miles southwest of La Grange, and 6 miles northeast from Harly 
Grove. No information could be gained from any citizen in the neigh- 
borhood as to the position or movements of the enemy. 

At 4a. m. on the 6th, started, and reached Early Grove about day- 
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light; thence moved southward toward the Lamar and Mount Pleasant 
road, and on arriving near the plantation and residence of Mr. James 
Pool, 2 miles from Early Grove, my advance saw some men about 
Pool’s house. Three men were sent to see who they were, when the 
men started to run, but were, after some firing on both sides, captured. 
Two men were found in the house of Pool. The women of the house 
refused to let the sergeant in command of the advance enter the house, 
denying that any one was in there. The sergeant, though, had seen 
them through the window, and insisted on searching the house, when 
the women placed. themselves before the door and resisted all entrance, 
until the sergeant threatened to burn the house unless they allowed 
the search, when they stepped aside and allowed him to go in, where 
he found 2 of Mitchell’s men, armed—one of them with a Colt’s carbine. 
The party proved to be 2 of Waul’s Legion—one sergeant and one pri- 
vate—and 3 of Mitchell’s men, all armed and equipped as cavalry. 

Fed, got breakfast, and at 9 a. m. started for Mount Pleasant, where 
we arrived at 12m. At 12.30 p. m. started for Moscow; arrived at 3 
p- m., seeing or learning nothing more of the enemy. Rested one hour 
at Moscow, and returned to camp, arriving about retreat last night. 
The captures were as follows, viz: Five horses, which were turned over 
to the regimental quartermaster; two Colt’s revolvers, navy size; one 
Colt’s carbine, and two shot-guns. The guns were destroyed by the 
men, and the balance turned over to the regimental adjutant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM W. EATON, 
Captain Company L, Second Iowa Cav., Comdg. Third Battalion. 


Lieut. S. L. WoopDWARD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 9, 1863.—Skirmish near the Obion River, Tenn. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Alexander Asboth, U. S. Army. 


CoLumBus, Ky., April 15, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, pursuant to orders com- 
municated in my report under No. 1178 to search the house and neigh- 
- borhood of one Henderson Wright, south of the Obion River, in order 
to capture the rebel Captain Scales, with his band, Captain Hutchens, 
commanding Company H, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry, started on the 
morning of the 9th instant, and, crossing the Obion, after a ride of 
43 miles, reached the plantation of Wright, occupied by the rebel Cap- 
tain Scales as his headquarters in his organization of a battalion. A 
body of cavalry received our men with a volley of musketry, but Cap- 
tain Hutchens ordered a charge, resulting in the death of 4 of the rebels, 
and capture of 26 men with 13 horses, and the complete dispersion of 
the band. Among the prisoners, a list of whom is herewith inclosed,* 
are Captain Scales, the commander of a rebel battalion, and Lieutenant 
Voorhees, with their appointments as officers of the rebel army in their 
pockets ; also Henderson Wright, a most dangerous rebel. 

From positive information, I would state that there are yet several 
bodies of conscripts, under Captains Parks, Carter, and others, ap- 


* Not found. 
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pointed by Pillow and Forrest, south of the Obion, and I only await the 
return of my informant with guides to make a combined cavalry move- 
ment on them, as the Fourth Missouri Cavalry has arrived and will be 
in a few days ready for duty. Reviewing the presence of rebel parties 
on the Obion, at Paris and Mussey, Tenn., and another at Dresden, 
Tenn., in connection with the avowed and published intention of Pillow 
to conscript in the counties of my district, I must regard as most op- 
portune the decision of the General-in-Chief in permitting the Fourth 
Missouri Cavalry to remain in this district. 

Adjutant-General Thomas, on his late visit to this post, also admitted 
the necessity of more cavalry here. I therefore respectfully solicit the 
exercise of your influence to prevent the projected removal of the Fourth 
Missouri Cavalry to the Department of the Cumberland; and as it is 
urgently required to send more cavalry to Fort Heiman, and forma con- 
necting chain of cavalry posts between the Mississippi and Tennessee, 
also to control properly the railroad and telegraph, I would request 
that an additional regiment of cavalry be ordered for duty to my dis- 
trict. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[ASBOTH.] 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT. 


APRIL 10-11, 1863—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Hudsonville, Lock- 
hart’s Mills, Mount Pleasant, and Early Grove, Miss. 


Reports of Capt. John M. Graham, Seventh Illinois Oavalry. 


QUARTERS COMPANY E, SEVENTH ILLINOIS VOL. CAY., 
La Grange, Tenn., April 11, 1863. 

Srr: In pursuance of orders from the colonel commanding the brigade, 
I marched from this place at 2 p. m. on the 10th instant, with 195 men, 
consisting of three companies of the First and the whole of the Second 
Battalion; pursued the Holly Springs road until we arrived at Hudson- 
ville; thence west on the road to Lockhart’s Mills, and encamped for 
the night 14 miles west of Hudsonville. Resumed the march at 7 a.m. 
of this day; crossed Coldwater at Lockhart’s Mills; thence to Mount 
Pleasant, and returned to camp by the way of Early Grove, and arrived 
here at 5 p. m. 

I have to report one prisoner taken near Mount Pleasant, a private of 
Company E, Second Arkansas Cavalry, James Hoy by name; he had 
been a prisoner in our hands a short time ago, and had taken the oath 
of allegiance and was released; and one Nathan Baldwin, a private in 
Mitchell’s company, Chalmers’ regiment, was taken 3 miles west of Harly 
Grove. I could not hear of any force this side of the Tallahatchee. 

Chalmers’ regiment is reported at Hernando, 600 strong. We also 
captured 3 cavalry horses and equipments and 1 mule. We had no 
casualties. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. GRAHAM, 
Captain, Commanding Hapedition, 


Lieut. Grorce A. Root, - 
Adjutant Seventh Illinois Cavalry. ° 
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QUARTERS Company EH, SeventH ILiinois Vou. CAv., 
Camp at La Grange, Tenn., April 12, 1863. 


Sir: In pursuance of Special Orders, No. 84, from Major Nelson, 
commanding this regiment, I marched from this place at 2 p. m.on the . 
10th instant, with 195 men and 6 commissioned officers, consisting of 
three companies of the First and the Second Battalion of this regiment. 
Followed the Holly Springs road to Hudsonville; thence due west 14 
niles, and encamped for the night on the road leading to Lockhart’s ° 
Mills. Forty men of Companies G and D were placed on picket. Lieu- 
tenant Gaston, of Company G, officer of the picket, placed pickets on 
all the roads leading from camp, four in number, and kept patrols con- 
stantly going from one post to another during the night; the men slept 
on their arms and the horses were not unsaddled. The regiment 
marched this day right in front. 

Resumed the line of march at 7 o’clock the next m« rning, taking the 
road to Lockhart’s Mills. The regiment, marching left in front, crossed 
Coldwater at Lockhart’s Mills; the stream at this place makes quite an 
elbow, causing us to make a second crossing. At the first crossing — 
there is a very passable bridge; bridge destroyed at the second cross- 
ing; road barely practicable at this place for wagons lightly loaded. 
Still following the Mount Pleasant road, there is a plain wagon road 
taking to the right 4 miles from Mount Pleasant, leading in the direc- 
tion of Early Grove. One mile south of Mount Pleasant we crossed a 
small creek (Little Coldwater) on a poor bridge; the stream runs south- 
west from Mount Pleasant. We took the Moscow road 4 miles trom 
Mount Pleasant; road forks here. We took the right hand, leading to 
Early Grove; crossed a large creek (Clear Creek; this creek runs north- 
west) on a good bridge. One mile before arriving at Early Grove there 
is a very plain road leading from Moscow and intersecting the road we 
were on just before we crossed the creek. We fed our horses, however, 
before arriving at the creek, 3 miles from Early Grove. From Early 
Grove we took a direct road to this place, where we arrived at 5 p. m. 
From here to Hudsonville, 18 miles; from there to Lockhart’s Mills, 
6; from there to Mount Pleasant, 8; to Early Grove, 11, and to this 
place, 12 miles; in all, 55 miles. 

I have also to report 2 prisoners, 3 horses and equipments, and 1 mule 
captured; one James Hoy, a private of Company E, Second Arkansas 
Cavalry (this man was captured before by my company in January last. 
and released on the 24th day of that month, upon his taking the oath of 
allegiance, and his horse and equipments returned to him), and one Na- 
than Baldwin, a private of Mitchell’s company, Chalmers’ regiment of 
cavalry. He states that the number of the regiment or the letter of 
his company has not yet been designated. 

I cannot hear of any force this side of the Tallahatchee River. Chal- 
mers’ regiment, 500 or 600 strong, is reported at Hernando and at Pa- 
nola, or in that neighborhood. 

Tam, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, : 
J. M. GRAHAM, 
Captain, Commanding Expedition. 
Lieut. GEORGE A. Root, 
Adjutant Seventh Illinois Volunteer ‘Cavalry. 
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APRIL 16, 1863.—Passage of the Vicksburg batteries by gunboats and 
transports. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Adjt. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, U. 8. Army. 

_ No. 2.—Lieut. Gen. John C. Pemberton, C. 8. Army. / 
No. 3.—Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C. 8. Army. 

No. 4.—Maj. Gen. M. L. Smith, C. 8. Army, 


No. 1, 
Report of Adjt. Gen. Lorenzo Fhomas, U. 8. Army. 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, LA., April 17, 1863. 


I ran down to Young’s Point and took a position in full view of Vicks- 
burg, about 4 miles distant in a straight line, to witness the passage of 
Admiral Porter’s fleet of seven vessels, with three transports loaded 
with rations. The naval vessels are Benton, La Fayette, Price, Pitts- 
burg, Carondelet, Mound City, and Tuscumbia; * transports, chartered 
steamers Silver Wave, Forest Queen, and Henry Clay, protected with 
cotton and hay bales. 

The head of this line nearly reached the upper batteries before being 
discovered. Fire was opened on them at 11 o’clock, and continued until 
2, when the fleet opened heavily on Warrenton. The entire naval fleet 
passed with but little damage and small loss. One shot penetrated the 
- Benton, on which vessel 1 man was killed and 3 slightly wounded. The 
Forest Queen early received a shot in the hull and one in the steam- 
drum. The Henry Clay, to avoid collision with her, changed direction, 
and received shot in the stern. The captain very soon took his men in 
his boats, leaving the pilot, who would not desert his post. She caught 
fire, and being then helpless, the pilot took a plank and drifted by the 
burning mass nearly four hours, when he was picked up. The boat had 
on board 50,000 rations. 

General Sherman, who had taken a position below the city ina small 
skiff, boarded the Benton and saw the admiral. A full half hour passed 
before the second battery made its appearance, and to the general’s hail 
the answer was, “All well.” The Tuscumbia was sent back, and towed 
the disabled Forest Queen. The rebels burned several houses in Vicks- 
burg and one near the point opposite, which lighted up the whole river. 
‘The firing from the rebels was not near so heavy as I anticipated, and 
but few shots were given from Warrenton. The effect of our shot is 
unknown. : 

No communication received as yet from the admiral. It is a great 
success, and Captain Ross, who takes this, will remain at Cairo twenty- 
four hours to receive any reply. 

L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General. 
Hon. HE. M. STANTON. 


*Also the Louisville. For reports of Actg. Rear-Admiral Porter, Capt. H. Walke, 
Lieut. Commanders James A. Greer, E. K. Owen, James W. Shirk, and Byron Wilson, 
and Actg. Lieuts. W. R. Hoel, J. McLeod Murphy, and 8. E. Woodworth, see Annual 
Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863. 
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No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. Gen. John C. Pemberton, C. S. Army. 


JACKSON, April 17, 1863. 
(Received April 18.) 


Upon fuller information, it is ascertained that at 11.30 p. m. last ete 
eight of enemy’s most formidable gunboats, and three transports, loaded 
with commissary stores and towing barges with quartermaster’s prop- 
erty, started past batteries at Vicksburg. The gunboats, Admiral Por- 
ter commanding, passed down; damage unknown. Two transports 
destroyed; the third now at Brown & Johnston’s, apparently a wreck. 
Believed two of enemy’s boats badly injured. 
; J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


General 8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond. 


No 3. 
Report of Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C. 8. Army. 


VICKSBURG, April 17, 1863. 


Have just taken some prisoners, who left a boat which sank opposite 
upper batteries. The result of action last night is one boat sunk (prob- 
ably two), one burned, and three badly damaged. There were six gun- 
boats—General Price, Benton, Cincinnati, Aleck Scott, Tuscumbia, and 
La Fayette: three transports—Henry ‘Clay, Forest Queen, and Silver 
Wave. The Forest Queen is now at Brown & Johnston’s; all others 
passed down in the night. The smoke in sight this morning below 
Diamond Bend. . . 

C. L. STEVENSON, 


Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


No. 4. 
Report of Maj. Gen. M. L. Smith, C. 8. Army. 


VICKSBURG, April 17, 1863. 


At 11.30 p. m. last night, eight of enemy’s most formidable gunboats, 
and three transports, loaded with commissary stores and towing barges 
with quartermaster’s property, started past batteries. The gunboats, 
Admiral Porter in command, passed down; damage unknown. Two 
transports were destroyed; the third now at Brown & Johnston’s, ap- 
parently a wreck. Believed two gunboats badly injured. 

M. L. SMITH, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 
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APRIL 17-MAY 2, 1863.—Grierson’s Raid from La Grange, Tenn., to 
Baton Rouge, La. 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL FHVENTS. 


April 18-19, 1863.—Skirmish at New Albany, Miss. 
19, 1863.—Skirmish at Pontotoc, Miss. 
21, 1863.—Skirmish at Palo Alto, Miss. 
24, 1863.—Skirmishes at Garlandville and Birmingham, Miss. 
28, 1863.—Skirmish at Union Church, Miss. 
‘ 29, 1863.—Skirmish at’ Brookhaven, Miss. 
May 1, 1863.—Skirmish at Walls Post-Office, La. 
Skirmishes near Greensburg and at Williams’ Bridge, La. 
2, 1863.—Skirmish at Roberts’ Ford, Comite River, La. 


RHPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. 8. Army, commanding Sixteenth Army 
Corps. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. William Sooy Smith, U. 8. Army, commanding at La Grange. 

No. 3.—Col. Benjamin H. Grierson, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, commanding expedition. 

No. 4,—Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavalry. 

No. 5.—Brig. Gen. John Adams, C. 8. Army. 

No. 6.—Col. Wirt Adams, Mississippi Cavalry. 

No. 7.—Lieut. Col. C. R. Barteau, Second Tennessee Cavalry. 

No. 8.—Capt. A. B. Biffle, commanding picket. 

No. 9.—Col. Alexander J. Brown, Fifty-fifth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 10.—Capt. B. F. Bryan, Stuart’s cavalry, Miles’ Legion. 

No. 11.—Brig. Gen. A. Buford, C. S. Army. 

No. 12.—Capt. S. B. Cleveland, Wirt Adams’ (Mississippi) regiment. 

No. 13.—Maj. J. De Baun, Ninth Louisiana Partisan Rangers. 

No. 14.—Lieut. Col. George Gantt, Ninth Tennessee Cavalry Battalion. 

No. 15.—Maj. Gen. Franklin Gardner, C. 8. Army. 

No. 16.—Maj. W. H. Garland, Mississippi Cavalry. 

No. 17.—Maj. Gen. 8. J. Gholson, Mississippi Militia. 

No. 18.—Maj. Gen. William W. Loring, C. S. Army. 

No. 19.—Col. W. R. Miles, Louisiana Legion. 

No. 20.—Asst. Adjt. Gen. Thomas J. Portis, C. S. Army. 

No. 21.—Col. R. V. Richardson, First Tennessee Partisan Rangers. 

No. 22.—Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. S. Army. 

No, 23.—Col. John M. Simonton, First Mississippi Infantry. 

No. 24.—Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, C. 8. Army. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. 8S. Army, commanding Stx- 
teenth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
April 29, 1863. 


Sir: I have just received the inclosed telegram : * 

Anticipating a gathering to oppose Grierson’s return, I had mounted 
the Sixth Iowa Infantry, and sent them, with the Second Lowa Cavalry 
and Fourth Illinois, this morning toward Okolona to relieve Grierson. 


* See No. 2, p. 521. 
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I think he will come in above Okolona and toward Corinth. I have 
full faith that he can cut through any force they can raise. 
Your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBUT. 


Lieut. Col. Joon A. RAWLINS. 


Hpagrs. SIXTEENTH ARMY Corps, Memphis, Tenn., May 5, 1863. 


COLONEL: I consider it proper to report directly to the General-in- 
Chief the transactions in this army corps during the latter part of April, 
because the recent change of headquarters Department of the Tennessee 
isolates me from my immediate commander. 

As the spring opened, I was daily more and more impressed with the 
feasibility of a plan, long entertained, of pushing a flying column of 
cavalry through the length of Mississippi, cutting the Southern Rail- 
road. By consent and approval of General Grant, I prepared a system 
of movements along my entire line from Memphis to Corinth for the 
purpose of covering this cavalry dash. Atthe same time General Rose- 
crabs proposed to me to cover a movement of 1,800 cavalry from Tus- 
cumbia down into Alabama and Georgia. This did not interfere with 
my plan, but simply required extra force to be developed from Corinth. 
Delays incident to combined movements, especially from separate com- 
mands, kept his expeditionary column back for six days. 

I commenced the movement from Corinth on the 15th; force as stated 
in report accompanying. 

On the 17th, Col. B. H. Grierson, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, with his own 
regiment, the Seventh Illinois, and Second Iowa, moved from La Grange, 
by way of Pontotoc, with orders, after passing Pontotoc, to proceed 
straight down, throwing one regiment to the left toward Okolona, and 
to push for and destroy the Chunkey River Bridge and any others they 
could reach, and either return, or proceed to Baton Rouge, as might be 
found advisable. 

On the same day, April 17, a column of infantry 1,500 strong, and 
one battery, moved by railroad from La Grange to Coldwater, with 
orders to push rapidly between Coldwater and the Tallahatchee, and 
take Chalmers in flank and rear while attacked in front by three regi- 
ments, a battery, and 200 cavalry from Memphis, which left here on the 
18th. I considered that the effect of these movements would be to 
puzzle the enemy and withdraw his force from the central line, which 
has proven to be correct. 

Chalmers was attacked at Coldwater; the stream found to be unford- 
able, but was held there until Smith’s column from his rear approached 
from La Grange, when he broke into squads and disappeared. After 
holding the ground for three days, gathering 400 horses and mules and 
large supplies of bacon and forage, this force returned with small loss. 

Grierson, on the 19th, detached the Second Iowa below Pontotoe, 
which fought its way gallantly back to La Grange and came home well 
mounted. The main cavalry column (Sixth and Seventh Illinois) pro- 
ceeded, without loss or engagement, to Newton, on the Southern Mis- 
sissippi Railroad, and there destroyed bridges, &c. They then swept 
around to Hazlehurst, on the New Orleans and Jackson road, and de- 
stroyed heavy trestle. I inclose copies of Southern reports of their 
progress.* I have no doubt they are before this at Baton Rouge, or have 
joined General Grant at or below Grand Gulf. ; 


.* Not found. 
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I desire especially to call the attention of the General-in-Chief to this 
gallant exploit of Colonel Grierson, one, I think, unequaled in the war, 
and to ask such testimonial of approbation from the Government as his 
services deserve. Streight’s expedition has been attacked, but the at- 
tack was heavily repulsed, and they are now on their way, with good 
prospects of success. +S 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdgrs. of the Army, Washington, D. OC. 


m No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. William Sooy Smith, U. S. Army, commanding at 
La Grange. 


LA GRANGE, April 29, 1863. 

A scout by the name of Bell, in General Veatch’s employ, is just in 
from Jackson, Miss. He says Grierson has destroyed 20 miles of the 
Southern road, having burned thirteen trestles and destroyed one tun- 
nel (or culvert, perhaps), and captured three trains of cars. 

Chalmers left Oxford on Sunday evening with about 1,500 men, des- 
tination said to be Okolona, to close in on Grierson. 

My expedition under Hatch left at 4 o’clock this morning, about 1,200 
strong, with orders to push down toward Okolona and Columbus, and 
aid Grierson to the utmost. Cannot a force be sent from Corinth or 
Tuscumbia toward Okolona with all haste, to co-operate with Hatch 
and Grierson? If they can all get in at the death, they will use Chal- 
mers up. 

[W.58.] Featherston’s brigade is at or near Panola. One brigade at 
Canton and one at Grenada. 

WM. SOOY SMITH, 
: Brigadier- General. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HUBLBUT. 


No. 3. 


Reports of Col. Benjamin H. Grierson, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, command- 
ing expedition. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Five Miles south of Pontotoc, April 14, 1863. 


GENERAL: At 3 a. m. I send an expedition, composed of the less 
effective portion of the command, to return by the most direct route 
to La Grange. Major Love, selected to take command, will hand you 
this. They pass through Pontotoc in the night, marching by fours, 
obliterating our tracks, and producing the impression that we have all 
returned. I have ascertained that the bridges on the Mississippi Cen- 
tral Railroad, over the Yockeney, at Water Valley, have never been re- 
paired, and I thought the forces could be used to better advantage 
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than by sending a regiment to Oxford, as they would be obliged to re- 
turn to New Albany to recross the Tallahatchee. I have ordered a 
single scout, however, to go from Pontotoc toward Oxford, strike the 
railroad, and destroy the wires. ‘ 

I start at 4 o’clock in the morning, and on the night of the 20th shall 
be 50 miles below here. Everything looks exceedingly favorable. Rest 
assured that I shall spare no exertion to make the expedition as effect- 
ive as possible. I may possibly find an opportunity to communicate 
with you again in four or five days, but do not wonder if you should 
not hear from me in thirty days. 

We have yet encountered no force except the unorganized cavalry. 
scattered through the country. We have succeeded in killing 4 or 5, 
and wounding and capturing a number. The prisoners return with 
this expedition. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, J 
B. H. GRIERSON; 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. W. S. SMITH, 
Commanding United States Focres at La Grange. 


r 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Baton Rouge, La., May 5, 1863. 


COLONEL: In accordance with instructions from Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurl- 
but, received through Brig. Gen. W. S. Smith, at La Grange, Fenn., I 
left that place at daylight on the morning of April 17, with the effective 
force of my command, 1,700 strong. Wemoved southward without ma- 
terial interruption, crossing the Tallahatchee River on the afternoon of 
the 18th at three different points. One battalion of the Seventh IIli- 
nois, under Major Graham, crossing at New Albany, found the bridge 
partially torn up, and an attempt was made to fire it. As they ap- 
proached the bridge they were fired upon, but drove the enemy from 
their position, repaired the bridge, and crossed. The balance of the 
Seventh Illinois and the whole of the Sixth crossed at a ford 2 miles 
above, and the Second Iowa crossed about 4 miles still farther up. 
After crossing, the Sixth and Seventh Illinois moved south on the Pon- 
totoc road, and encamped for the night on the plantation of Mr. Sloan. 
The Second Iowa also moved south from their point of crossing, and en- 
camped about 4 miles south of the river. The rain fell in torrents all 
night. 

The next morning, April 19, I sent a detachment eastward to com- 
municate with Colonel Hatch and make a demonstration toward Ches- 
terville, where a regiment of cavalry was organizing. I also sent an 
expedition to New Albany, and another northwest toward King’s - 
Bridge, to attack and destroy a portion of a regiment of cavalry organ- 
izing there under Major [A. H.] Chalmers. I thus sought to create 
the impression that the object of our advance was to break up these 
parties. 

The expedition eastward communicated with Colonel Hatch, who was 
still moving south parallel to us. The one to New Albany came upon 
200 rebels near the town, and engaged them, killing and wounding sev- 
eral. The one northwest found that Major Chalmers’ command, hear- 
ing of our close proximity, had suddenly left in the night, going west. 
_ After the return of these expeditions, I moved with the whole force to 
Pontotoc. Colonel Hatch joined us about noon, reporting having skir- 
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mished with about 200 rebels the afternoon before and that morning, 
killing, wounding, and capturing a number. 

We reached Pontotoc about 5 p.m. The advance dashed into the 
town, came upon some guerrillas, killed 1, and wounded and captured 
several more. Here we also captured a large mill, about 400 bushels of 
salt, and camp equipage, books, papers, &c., of Captain Weatherall’s 
command, all of which were destroyed. After slight delay, we moved 
out, and encamped for the night on the plantation of Mr. Daggett, 5 
miles south of Pontotoc, on the road toward Houston. 

At 3 o’clock the next morning, April 20, I detached 175 of the least 
effective portion of the command, with one gun of the battery and all 
the prisoners, led horses, and captured property, under the command of 
Major Love, of the Second Iowa, to proceed back to La Grange, march- 
ing in column of fours, before daylight, through Pontotoc, and thus leav- 
ing the impression that the whole command had returned. Major Love 
had orders also to send off a single scout to cut the telegraph wires 
south of Oxford. 

At 5 a.m. I proceeded southward with the main force on the Houston 
road, passing around Houston about 4 p. m., and halting at dark on the 
plantation of Benjamin Kilgore, 114 miles southeast of the latter place, 
on the road toward Starkville. 

The following morning at 6 o’clock I resumed the march southward, 
and about 8 o’clock came to the road leading southeast to Columbus, 
Miss. Here 1 detached Colonel Hatch, with the Second Iowa Cavalry 
and one gun of the battery, with orders to proceed to the Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad in the vicinity of West Point, and destroy the road and 
wires; thence move south, destroying the railroad and all public property 
as far south, if possible, as Macon; thence across the railroad, making a 
circuit northward ; if practicable, take Columbus and destroy all Gov- 
ernment works in that place, and again strike the railroad south of Oko. 
lona, and, destroying it, return to La Grange by the most practicable 
route. 

Of this expedition, and the one previously sent back, I have since 
heard nothing, except vague and uncertain rumors through secession 
sources. 

These detachments were intended as diversions, and even should the 
commanders not have been able to carry out their instructions, yet, by 
attracting the attention of the enemy in other directions, they assisted 
us much in the accomplishment of the main object of the expedition. 

After having started Colonel Hatch on his way, with the remaining 
portion of the command, consisting of the Sixth and Seventh Illinois 
Cavalry, about 950 strong, I continued on my journey southward, still 
keeping the Starkville road. Arriving at Starkville about 4 p. m., we 
captured a mail and a quantity of Government property, which we de- 
stroyed. From this point we took the direct road to Louisville. We 
moved out on this road about 4 miles, through a dismal swamp nearly 
belly-deep in mud, and sometimes swimming our horses to cross streams, 
when we encamped for the night in the midst of a violent rain. From 
this point I detached a battalion of the Seventh Ilinois Cavalry under 
——., to proceed about 4 miles, and destroy a large tannery and shoe 
manufactory in the service of the rebels. They returned safely, having 
accomplished the work most effectually. They destroyed a large number 
of boots and shoes and a large quantity of leather and machinery; in all 
amounting, probably, to $50,000, and captured a rebel quartermaster 
from Port Hudson, who was there laying in a supply for his command. 

We now immediately resumed the march toward Louisville, distant 
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28 miles, mostly through a dense swamp, the Noxubee River bottom. 
This was for miles belly-deep in water, so that no road was discernible. 
The inhabitants through this part of the country generally did not 
know of our coming, and would not believe us to be anything but Con- 
federates. We arrived at Louisville soon after dark. I sent a battalion 
of the Sixth Illinois, under Major Starr, tn advance, to picket the town 
and remain until the column had passed, when they were relieved by 
a battalion of the Seventh Illinois, under Major Graham, who was ordered 
to remain until we should have been gone an hour, to prevent persons 
leaving with information of the course we were taking, to drive out 
stragglers, preserve order, and quiet the fears of the people. They had 
heard of our coming a short time before we arrived, and many had left, 
taking only what they could hurriedly move. The column moved 
quietly through the town without halting, and not a thing was disturbed. 
Those who remained at home acknowledged that they were surprised. 
They had expected to be robbed, outraged, and have their- houses 
burned. On the contrary, they were protected in their persons and 
property. 

After leaving the town, we struck another swamp, in which, crossing 
it, as we were obliged to, in the dark, we lost several animals drowned, 
and the men narrowly escaped the same fate. Marching until midnight, 
we halted until daylight at the plantation of Mr. Estes, about 10 miles 
south of Louisville. 

The next morning, April 23, at daylight we took the road for Phil- 
adelphia, crossing Pearl River on a bridge about 6 miles north of the 
town. This bridge we were fearful would be destroyed by the citizens 
to prevent our crossing, and upon arriving at Philadelphia we found 
that they had met and organized for that purpose; but hearing of our 
near approach, their hearts failed, and they fled to the woods. We moved 
through Philadelphia about 3 p. m. without interruption, and halted to 
feed about 5 miles southeast, on the Enterpriseroad. Here werested until 
10 o’clock at night, when I sent two battalions of the Seventh Llinois 
Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Blackburn, to proceed immediately 
to Decatur, thence to the railroad at Newton Station. With the main 
force I followed about an hour later. The advance passed through 
Decatur about daylight, and struck the railroad about6a.m. I arrived 
about an hour afterward with the column. Lieutenant-Colonel Black- 
burn dashed into the town, took possession of the railroad and telegraph, 
and succeeded in capturing two trains in less than half an hour after 
his arrival. One of these, 25 cars, was loaded with ties and machinery, 
and the other 13 cars were loaded with commissary stores and ammuni- 
tion, among the latter several thousand loaded shells. These, together 
with a large quantity of commissary and quartermaster’s stores and 
about five hundred stand of arms stored in the town, were destroyed. 
Seventy-five prisoners captured at this point were paroled. The locomo- 
tives were exploded and otherwise rendered completely unserviceable. 
Here the track was torn up, and a bridge half a mile west of the station 
destroyed. Idetached a battalion of the Sixth Illinois Cavalry, under 
Major Starr, to proceed eastward and destroy such bridges, &c., as he 
might find over Chunkey River. Having damaged as much as possible 
the railroad and telegraph, and destroyed all Government property in 
the vicinity of Newton, I moved about 4 miles south of the road and 
fedmen and horses. The forced marches which I was compelled to make, 
in order to reach this point successfully, necessarily very much fatigued 
and exhausted my command, and rest and food were absolutely neces- 
sary for its safety. 
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From captured mails and information obtained by my scouts, I knew 
that large forces had been sent out to intercept our return, and having 
instructions from Major-General Hurlbut and Brigadier-General Smith 
to move in any direction from this point which, in my judgment, would 
be best for the safety of my command and the success of the expedition, 
I at once decided to move south, in order to secure the necessary rest 
and. food for men and horses, and then returs to La Grange through 
Alabama, or make for Baton Rouge, as I might hereafter deem best. 
Major Starr in the mean time rejoined us, having destroyed most effect- 
ually three bridges and several hundred feet of trestle-work, and the 
telegraph from 8 to 10 miles east of Newton Station. 

After resting about three hours, we moved south to Garlandville. 
At this point we found the citizens, many of them venerable with age, 
armed with shot-guns and organized to resist our approach. As the 
advance entered the town, these citizens fired upon them and wounded 
one of our men. We charged upon them and captured several. After 
disarming them, we showed them the folly of their actions, and, released 
them. Without an exception they acknowledged their mistake, and 
declared that they had been grossly deceived as to our real character. 
One volunteered his services as guide, and upon leaving us declared that 
hereafter his prayers should be for the Union Army. I mention this as 
a sample of the feeling which exists, and the good effect which our pres- 
ence produced among the people in the country through which we passed. 
Hundreds who are skulking and hiding out to avoid conscription, only 
await the presence of our arms to sustain them, when they will rise up 
and declare their principles; and thousands who bave been deceived, 
upon tbe vindication of our cause would immediately return to loyalty. 

After slight delay at Garlandville, we moved southwest about 10 miles, 
and camped at night on the plantation of Mr. Bender, 2 miles west of 
Montrose. Our men and horses having become gradually exhausted, I 
determined on making a very easy march the next day, looking more 
to the recruiting of my weary little command than to the accomplish- 
ment of any important object; consequently I marched at 8 o’clock the 
next morning, taking a west, and varying slightly to a northwest, course. 
We marched about 5 miles, and halted to feed on the plantation of Elias 
Nichols. 

After resting until about 2 p. m., during which time I sent detach- 
ments north to threaten the line of railroad at Lake Station and other 
points, we moved southwest toward Raleigh, making about 12 miles 
during the afternoon, and halting at dark on the plantation of Dr. 
Mackadora. 

From this point I sent a single scout, disguised as a citizen, to pro- 
ceed northward to the line of the Southern Railroad, cut the telegraph, 
and, if possible, fire a bridge or trestle-work. He started on his journey 
about midnight, and when within 7 miles of the railroad he came upon 
a regiment of Southern cavalry from Brandon, Miss., in search of us. 
He succeeded in misdirecting them as to the place where he had last seen 
us, and, having seen them well on the wrong road, he immediately re- 
traced his steps to camp with the news. When he first met them they 
were on the direct road to our camp, and had they not been turned from 
their course would have come up with us before daylight. 

From information received through my scouts and other.sources, I 
found that Jackson and the stations east as far as Lake Station had been 
re-enforced by infantry and artillery; and hearing that a fight was mo- 
mentarily expected at Grand Gulf, I decided to make a rapid march, 
cross Pearl River, and strike the New Orleans, Jackson and Great 
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Northern Railroad at Hazlehurst, and, after destroying as much of the 
road as possible, endeavor to get upon the flank of the enemy and co- 
operate with our forces, should. they be successful in the attack upon 
Grand Gulf and Port Gibson. RT 

Having obtained during this day plenty of forage and provisions, and 
having had one good night’s rest, we now again felt ready for any emer- 
gency. Accordingly, at 6 o’clock on the morning of the 26th, we crossed 
Leaf River, burning the bridge behind us to prevent any enemy who 
might be in pursuit from following; thence through Raleigh, capturing 
the sheriff of that county, with about $3,000in Government funds; thence 
to Westville, reaching this place soon after dark. Passing on about 2 
miles, we halted to feed, in the midst of a heavy rain, on the plantation 
of Mr. Williams. 

After feeding, Colonel Prince, of the Seventh linois Cavalry, with 
two battalions, was sent immediately forward to Pearl River to secure 
the ferry and landing. He arrived in time to capture a courier who had 
come to bring intelligence of the approach of the Yankees and orders 
for the destruction of the ferry. With the main column, I followed in 
about two hours. We ferried and swam our horses, and succeeded in 
crossing the whole command by 2 p. m. ; 

As soon as Colonel Prince had crossed his two battalions, he was or- 
dered to proceed immediately to the New Orleans, Jackson and Great 
Northern Railroad, striking it at Hazlehurst. Here he found a num- 
ber of cars containing about 500 loaded shells and a large quantity of 
commissary and quartermaster’s stores, intended for Grand Gulf and 
Port Gibson. These were destroyed, and as much of the railroad and 
telegraph as possible. Here, again, we found the citizens armed to re- 
sist us, but they fled precipitately upon our approach. 

From this point we took a northwest course to Gallatin, 4 miles; 
thence southwest 34 miles to the plantation of Mr. Thompson, where we 
halted until the next morning. 

Directly after leaving Gallatin we captured a 64-pounder gun, a heavy 
wagon load of ammunition, and machinery for mounting the gun, on the 
road to Port Gibson. The gun was spiked and the carriages and am- 
munition destroyed. During the afternoon it rained in torrents, and 
the men were completely drenched. 

At 6 o’clock the next morning, April 28, we moved westward. After 
proceeding a short distance, I detached a battalion of the Seventh Ilinois 
Cavalry, under Captain Trafton, to proceed back to the railroad at Ba- 
hala and destroy the road, telegraph, and all Government property he 
might find. With the rest of the command, I moved southwest toward 
Union Church. We halted to feed at 2 p. m. on the plantation of Mr. 
Snyder, about 2 miles northeast of the church. While feeding, our pick- 
ets were fired upon by a considerable force. Iimmediately moved out 
upon them, skirmished with and drove'them through the town, wound- 
ing and capturing a number. It proved tobe a part of Wirt Adams’ 
(Mississippi) cavalry. After driving them off, we held the town and biv- 
ouacked for the night. After accomplishing the object of his expedition, 
Captain Trafton returned to us about 3 o’clock in the morning of the 
29th, having come upon the rear of the main body of Adams’ command. 
The enemy having a battery of artillery, it was his intention to attack 
us in front and rear at Uniou Charch about daylight in the morning, but 
the appearance of Captain Trafton with a force in his rear changed his 
purpose, and, turning to the right, he took the direct road to Port Gib- 
son. From this point I made a strong demonstration toward Fayette, 
with a view of creating the impression that we were going toward Port 
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Gibson or Natchez, while I quietly took the opposite direction, taking 
the road leading southeast to Brookhaven, on the railroad. 

Before arriving at this place, we ascertained that about 500 citizens 
and conscripts were organized to resist us. We charged into the town, 
when they fled, making but litile resistance. We captured over 200 
prisoners, a large and beautiful camp of instruction, comprising several 
hundred tents, and a large quantity of quartermaster’s and commissary 
Stores, arms, ammunition, &c. After paroling the prisoners and de- 
stroying the railroad, telegraph, and all Government property, about 
dark we moved southward, and encamped at Mr. Gill’s plantation, about 
8 miles south of Brookhaven. 

On the following morning we moved directly south, along the rail- 
road, destroying all bridges and trestle-work to Bogue Chitto Station, 
where we burned the depot and fifteen freight cars, and captured-a very 
large secession flag. From thence we still moved along the railroad, 
destroying every bridge, water-tank, &c., as we passed, to Summit, 
which place we reached soon after noon. Here we destroyed twenty- 
five freight cars and a large quantity of Government sugar. We found 
much Union sentiment in this town, and were kindly welcomed and fed 
by many of the-citizens. 

Hearing nothing more of our forces at Grand Gulf, I concluded to 
make for Baton Rouge to recruit my command, after which I could 
return to La Grange, through Southern Mississippi and Western Ala- 
bama; or, crossing the Mississippi River, move through Louisiana and 
Arkansas. Accordingly, after resting about two hours, we started 
southwest, on the Liberty road, marched about 15 miles, and halted 
until daylight on the plantation of Dr. Spurlark. 

The next morning we left the road and threatened Magnolia and 
Osyka, where large forces were concentrated to meet us; but, instead 
of attacking those points, took a course due south, marching through 
woods, lanes, and by-roads, and striking the road leading from Clinton 
to Osyka. Scarcely had we touched this road when we came upon the 
Ninth Tennessee Cavalry [Battalion], posted in a strong defile, guarding 
the bridges over Tickfaw River. e captured their pickets, and, at- 
tacking them, drove them before us, killing, wounding, and capturing 
anumber. Our loss in this engagement was 1 man killed, and Lieut. 
Col. William D. Blackburn and 4 men wounded. 

I cannot speak too highly of the bravery of the men upon this occa- 
sion, and particularly of Lieutenant-Colonel Blackburn, who, at the 
head of his men, charged upon the bridge, dashed over, and, by un- 
daunted courage, dislodged the enemy from his strong position. After 
disposing of the dead and wounded, we immediately moved south, on 
the Greensburg road, recrossing the Tiekfaw River at Edwards’ Bridge. 
At this point we met [W. H.] Garland’s rebel cavalry, and, with one 
battalion of the Sixth Illinois and two guns of the battery; engaged 
and drove them off without halting the column. 

The enemy were now on our track in earnest. We were in the vicin- 
ity of their stronghold, and, from couriers and dispatches which we 
captured, it was evident they were sending forces in all directions to 
intercept us. The Amite River, a wide and rapid stream, was to be 
crossed, and there was but one bridge by which it could be crossed, 
and this was in exceedingly close proximity to Port Hudson. This I 
determined upon securing before I halted. We crossed it at midnight, 
about two hours in advance of a heavy column of infantry and artil- 
lery, which had been sent there to intercept us. I moved on to Sandy | 
Creek, where Hughes’ cavalry [battalion], under Lieutenant-Colonel 
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[C. C.] Wilbourn, were encamped, and where there was another main 
road leading to Port Hudson. ; 

We reached this point at first dawn of day; completely surprised and 
captured the camp, with a number of prisoners. Having destroyed the 
camp, consisting of about one hundred and fifty tents, a large quantity 
of ammunition, guns, public and private stores, books, papers, and 
public documents, I immediately took the road to Baton Rouge. Arriv- 
ing at the Comite River, we utterly surprised Stuart’s cavalry [ Miles’ 
Legion], who were picketing at this point, capturing 40 of them, with 
their horses, arms, and entire camp. Fording the river, we halted to 
feed within 4 miles of the town. Major-General Augur, in command at 
Baton Rouge, having now, for the first, heard of our approach, sent two 
companies of cavalry, under Captain [J. Franklin] Godfrey, to meet us. 
We marched into the town about 3 p. m., and we were most heartily 
welcomed by the United States forces at this point. 

Before our arrival in Louisville, Company B, of the Seventh Illinois 
Cavalry, under Captain Forbes, was detached to proceed to Macon, on 
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad; if possible take the town, destroy the 
railroad and telegraph, and rejoin us. Upon approaching the place, he 
found it had been re-enforced, and the bridge over the Okanoxubee 
River destroyed, so that the railroad and telegraph could not be reached. ~ 

He came back to our trail, crossed the Southern Railroad at Newton, 
took a southeast course to Enterprise, where, although his force num- 
bered only 35 men, he entered with a flag of truce and demanded the 
surrender of the place. The commanding officer at that point asked 
an hour to consider the matter; which Captain Forbes (having ascer- 
tained that a large force occupied the place) granted, and improved in 
getting away. He immediately followed us, and succeeded in joining 
the column while it was crossing Pearl River at Georgetown. In order 
to catch us, he was obliged to march 60 miles per day for several con- 
secutive days. Much honor is due Captain Forbes for the manner in 
which he conducted this expedition. 

At Louisville I sent Captain Lynch, of Company E, Sixth Dlinois 
Cavalry, and one man of his company, disguised as citizens, who had 
gallantly volunteered to proceed to the Mobile and Ohio Railroad and 
cut the wires, which it was necessary should be done to prevent infor- 
mation of our presence from flying along the railroad to Jackson and 
other points. Captain Lynchand his comrade proceeded toward Macon, 
but, meeting with the same barrier which had stopped Captain Forbes, 
could not reach the road. He went to the pickets at the edge of the 
town, ascertained the whole disposition of their forces and much other 
valuable information, and, returning, joined us above Decatur, having 
ridden without interruption for two days and nights without a mo- 
ment’s rest. All honor to the gallant captain, whose intrepid coolness 
and daring characterizes him on every occasion. 

During the expedition we killed and wounded about 100 of the enemy, 
captured and paroled over 500 prisoners, many of them officers, de- 
stroyed between 50 and 60 miles of railroad and telegraph, captured 
and destroyed over 3,000 stand of arms, and other army stores and 
Government property to an immense amount; we also captured 1,000 
horses and mules. 

Our loss during the entire journey was 3 killed, 7 wounded, 5 left 
on the route sick; the sergeant-major and surgeon of the Seventh 
Illinois left with Lieutenant-Colonel Blackburn, and 9 men missing, 
supposed to have straggled. We marched over 600 miles in less than 
sixteen days. The last twenty-eight hours we marched 76 miles, had 
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four engagements with the enemy, and forded the Comite River, which 
was deep enough to swim many of the horses. During this time the 
men and horses were without food or rest. 

Much of the country through which we passed was almost entirely 
destitute of forage and provisions, and it was but seldom that we ob- 
tained over one meal per day. Many of the inhabitants must undoubt- 
edly suffer for want of the necessaries of life, which have reached most 
fabulous prices. 

Two thousand cavalry and mounted infantry were sent from the 
vicinity of Greenwood and Grenada northeast to intercept us; 1,300 
cavalry and several regiments of infantry with artillery were sent from 
Mobile to Macon, Meridian, and other points on the Mobile and Ohio 
road; a force was sent from Canton northeast to prevent our crossing 
Pearl River, and another force of infantry and cavalry was sent from 
Brookhaven to Monticello, thinking we would cross Pear] River at that 
point instead of Georgetown. Expeditions were also sent from Vicks- 
burg, Port Gibson, and Port Hudson to interceptus. Many detachments 
were sent out from my command at various places to mislead the enemy, 
all of which rejoined us in safety. Colton’s pocket map of Mississippi, 
which, though small, is very correct, was all I had to guide me; but 
by the capture of their couriers, dispatches, and mails, and the inval- 
uable aid of my scouts, we were always able by rapid marches to evade 
the enemy when they were too strong and whip them when not too 
large. 

Colonel Prince, commanding the Seventh Illinois, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Loomis, commanding the Sixth Illinois, were untiring in their 
efforts to further the success of the expedition, and I cannot speak too 
highly of the coolness, bravery, and, above all, of the untiring perse- 
verance of the officers and men of the command during the entire jour- 
ney. Without their hearty co-operation, which was freely given under 
the most trying circumstances, we could not have accomplished so much 
with such signal success. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. H. GRIERSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. _ 


No. 4. 
Report of Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavalry. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., April 27, 1863. 


CapTaAINn: I have the honor to report that, complying with orders 
from Colonel Grierson, commanding First Cavalry Brigade, I left camp 
with my regiment, at La Grange, Tenn., April 17, and marched with 
brigade to the neighborhood of Ripley, Miss., and camped. 

On the morning of the 18th of April, by order of Colonel Grierson, 
marched my regiment east of Ripley 3 miles, thence southeast through 
Molino, and camped 5 miles south, of that place, skirmishing during the 
day with Smith’s regiment of Partisan Rangers, organized near there 
at a place known as Chesterville. 
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On the 19th, marched southwest, forming a junction with Colonel 
Grierson 5 miles south of Pontotoc. There Major Love, of my regi- 
ment, was detached, with a portion of my regiment, to return to La 
Grange, reducing me to about 500 men. 

On the morning of the 20th, marched with Colonel Grierson 13 miles 
southeast of Houston, and camped. 

On the morning of the 21st of April, complying with Colonel Grier- 
son’s order, was ordered to move in the rear of his column at 3 a. m., 
leaving Grierson at the junction of the roads leading to Louisville and 
West Point and Columbus, thence to proceed to the railroad at West 
Point, destroying the railroad bridge over the Oktibbeha River; thence 
move rapidly southward to Macon, destroying the railroad and Gov- 
ernment stores; then to find my way north to La Grange by the most 
practicable route. 

For some reason unknown to me, the column did not move until 7 
a.m. This delay in time in the following report will show it was 
fatal to carrying out Colonel Grierson’s order. At the point Colonel 
Grierson turned south from the direction I was to travel, a detachment 
of my regiment moved with him 4 miles, then marched back to this 
point to obliterate the tracks of Colonel Grierson, going south with the 
Sixth and Seventh Illinois Cavalry. In this way I was delayed three 
hours, thus enabling the enemy’s cavalry, which had been concentrat- 
ing for some days in anticipation of a movement on Columbus, to fall 
upon me. About 12 o’clock, on reaching the town of Palo Alto, I was 
attacked in rear and on each flank by a force under General [S. J.] Ghol- 
son, consisting of Smith’s partisan regiment, [C. R.] Barteau’s regiment, 
and [W. M.] Inge’s battalion. In my front, between me and West 
Point, was an Alabama regiment, recently from Pensacola, with artil- 
lery, my front being well protected by the Houlka River. 

In the attack made by the enemy, a company in the rear was cut off and 
nearly all taken. The enemy then closed in on my flanks, and advanced 
in two lines on my rear, with two flags of truce flying, enabling him to 
approach very close, my command being at that time in a lane, with 
high fences and hedges upon either side, my men dismounted and well 
covered. Changing my front to the rear, I waited until the enemy 
were close upon me, and opened with my rifles and cone 2-pounder from 
the front and with carbines on the flanks, breaking his limes and driv- 
ing him back, pushing the enemy about 3 miles, capturing arms and 
horses, and retaking the company lost in the first attack. From that 
time until dark it was a constant skirmish, the enemy having taken 
me for the main column. Believing it was important to divert the 
enemy’s cavalry from Colonel Grierson, I moved slowly northward, 
fighting by the rear, crossing the Houlka River, and drawing their 
forces immediately in my rear. 

On the 22d, marched north near the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, the 
enemy continuing to follow, their forces augmented by all the citizens 
in the country, armed with shot-guns and hunting rifles, firing con- 
stantly on our flanks. At 4 p. m. attacked Okolona, driving out the 
enemy’s cavalry and State forces, burning the barracks for 5,000 men, 
and destroying stores and ammunition. I then marched northwest 5 
niles and camped. 

On the 23d, marched north, and hearing that Chalmers’ forces in- 
tended cutting me off, I destroyed the bridges over the Chiwapa Oreek 
io eieok the forces following me in the rear. Camped that night near 

upelo. 
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On the 24th, marched north through Birmingham, where. I was at- 
tacked in the rear by what I believe to be Chalmers’ forces, at 10 a. m. 
My ammunition giving out, I retreated slowly toward Molino, stopping 
occasionally to repel their charges, concealing my men at all favorable 
points with the 2-pounder, which did excellent service. I waited until 
the enemy were nearly on me, when I opened a fire at short range, the 
enemy suffering terribly, with small loss to me. In this way the attack 
was kept up for 6 miles, when the enemy were evidently tired, and, 
with the exception of annoyance from guerrilla parties, we were not 
troubled by the enemy from that point to La Grange, where I arrived 
on the 26th. 

We captured about three hundred shot-guns and rifles, mostly Enfield, 
which, for want of transportation, were destroyed, and have had but 10 
men killed, wounded, and missing. I left camp with 70 rounds of am- 
munition, and had 10 on reaching it. I had decided on reaching Oko- 
lona to go south, but upon examining my ammunition I had but 21 
_ rounds left, which did not warrant the movement. 

The fight at Palo Alto gave the enemy time to guard the railroad at 
West Point and prepare for an attack on Columbus, with some 2,000 
State troops, under General Ruggles. 

I left camp with 250 horses, worn out, which broke down at the end 
of the second day, and mounted my men upon the mules from my train 
and borrowed mules. I have nearly mounted my regiment, returned 
the mules borrowed, and filled up my train, captured 50 prisoners, and 
killed: and wounded not less than 100 of the enemy. 

The fight at Palo Alto, and diverting the enemy from Colonel Grier- 
son, has undoubtedly given him thirty-six hours’ start. 

Inclosed I send list of prisoners captured; also duplicates of paroles 
given.* The prisoners taken near Pontotoc were turned over to Major 
Love, of my regiment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel Second Iowa Cavalry. 
Capt. W. H. HARLAND, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps. 


No. 5. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. John Adams, C. 8S. Army. 


LAKE, April 25, 1863. 
Five hundred Federals at Newton Station this morning at.2 o’clock ; 
have certainly gone to Enterprise. Heavy firing heard in direction of 
Meridian this morning. One regiment of Confederates came from Me- 
ridian to Hickory Station yesterday without ammunition. They went 
back, so General Loring must know of the enemy. My engine has just 
arrived ; report another heavy column of cavalry advancing on Newton 
Station from Decatur, Miss., and going to Enterprise. Telegraph oper- 
ator was left beyond Newton, putting up wire to Meridian. Eleven small 
bridges burned between Newton and Meridian. I await further orders. 

JOHN ADAMS, 
Brigadier- General. 
General PEMBERTON. 


* Omitted. 
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‘ LAKE, April 25, 1863—3 a. m. 


Arrived 2.20 o'clock. Sent an engine with dispatches and couriers 
to communicate with Generals Loring, Johnston, and Buckner. Will 
wait until engine returns, or say 8a.m. Report says enemy 300 strong 


left Newton Station in direction of Enterprise at 4 p. m. 
JOHN ADAMS, 


Brigadier- General. 
[General PEMBERTON.] 


Lak, April. 25, 1863—8.50 a. m. 
Am waiting return of party sent to open communication with Meri- 
dian. Engine of my train sent with party. 
JOHN ADAMS, 
Brigadier- General. 


General PEMBERTON. 


GENERAL: Did you get a dispatch from General Adams, dated 3 
o'clock this morning? The courier being absent (delivering a mes- 
sage) at the time of its reception, I left it by his bedside with lighted 
candle near it. 


Respectfully, OPERATOR 
vi 


Jackson Office. 


LAKE, April 25, 1863. 
Passengers just from Meridian report no enemy at Enterprise at 12 
m. to-day. Enemy supposed to be moving westward and between us. 
Unless otherwise ordered, shall move to Morton Station. 
JOHN ADAMS, 
Brigadier-General. 


General PEMBERTON. 


LAKE, April 25, 1863. 


The following dispatches were sent by the same means to Generals 
Loring, Buckner, and Johnston: 


General LoRING: 


Return at once in direction of Jackson with all your available force. 
By direction of General Pemberton. 


General JOHNSTON : 


Railroad communication interrupted above this point by enemy. General Pember- 
ton directs me to inform you he is sorely pressed on all sides, and urges you to send at 
once 2,000 cavalry to fall on rear of enemy. 


General BUCKNER: 


All is lost unless you can send a eee a or two to Meridian. General Pemberton 
directs me to urge you to send. 


JOHN ADAMS, 
Brigadier-General. 


Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding. — 


e 
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No. 6. 
Reports of Col. Wirt Adams, Mississippi Cavalry. 


‘ FAYETTE, April 29, 1863. 

Three of my companies from Natchez, marching to join me, met and 
engaged the Federal cavalry force last evening 20 miles above this, 
making a forced march of 20 miles from Port Gibson, with two com- 
panies and two mountain pieces. I passed the enemy’s flank last night, 
and formed junction with the three companies directly in enemy’s front, 
intending toengage him. This morning, 8 o’clock, found he had marched 
rapidly in direction of Brookhaven. Thinking it was his intention to 
reach Rodney or Natchez, [ marched my command to this point, where 
I have been joined by five companies. Shall now march to intercept 
his movement toward Baton Rouge. 

WIRT ADAMS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
General PEMBERTON. 


NEAR FAYETTE, May 5, 1863. 

GENERAL: I pursued the cavalry to a point near Greensburg, in 
Louisiana, near which place they forded the Amite River, and made 
good their escape to Baton Rouge. Notwithstanding I marched over 
50 miles per day, and moved during day and night, yet the distance I 
had to traverse from west to east to reach the line of their march, and 
owing to their use of the most skillful guides and unfrequented roads, 
I found it impossible, to my great mortification and regret, to overhaul 
them. During the last twenty-four hours of their march in this State, 
they traveled at a sweeping gallop, the numerous stolen horses pre- 
viously collected furnishing them fresh relays. I have marched as rap- 
idly as possible on my return to this point, and, in the absence of other 
orders, shall move to-day against the enemy’s line of communication 
from the Mississippi River to Port Gibson. I shall annoy and harass 
him on his rear and flank, and then move toward his front, and com- 
municate with the general commanding between Port’ Gibson and the 
railroad. I venture, general, to address you direct, pending this diffi- 
culty of communication with Major-General Stevenson. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WIKT ADAMS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON, Jackson. 


P. S.—The wounded lieutenant-colonel and associates of the Federal 
cavalry stated that their object had been to take Natchez and connect 
above with Grant’s army, and that it had been defeated by the check 
they received at Union Church and the reports they received of my 
strength in their front. 


No. 7. 
Reports of Lieut. Col. C. R. Barteau, Second Tennessee Cavalry. 


NEAR Pato ALTO, on West Pornt ROAD, 
April 22, 1863—7 a. m. 
GENERAL: By rapid marches, after concentrating our forces near and - 
above Verona, I overtook the enemy at Palo Alto 2 p.m. yesterday. I 
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immediately attacked him in the rear, and a fight ensued, which lasted 
nearly until dark, when I again got in his rear, between the enemy and 
the railroad. I am now waiting here to join Colonel [James] Cunning- 
ham, whose arrival from Okolona is expected. The enemy last night re- 
treated from Palo Alto up the Houston road 2 miles, and was re-enforced 
by a column which had been sent to Starkville. I do not know whether 
we can succeed in gobbling up this force, as I desire to do, and would 
suggest that if Columbus is not threatened from east side of Tombigbee, 
you immediately mount as much of the force as possible at Columbus, 
and move to West Point, and thence to Paio Alto. We will not, if 
possible, allow the enemy to reach the railroad. 
Respectfully, 
C. R. BARTEAU, 

; Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
[General DAanint RUGGLES. | 


OxKoLona, Miss., April 30, 1863. 

On the 18th instant, I learned from my scouts that a Federal force, 
variously estimated in strength, was advancing from the direction of 
Grand Junction toward New Albany. It reached Cherry Creek, 7 
miles north of Pontotoc, the same day, and encamped there that night. 
Thinking that the movement might be to break up the camp of State 
troops at Chesterville, I moved my regiment to that place on the 19th 
instant. 

At 10 o’clock that night, I learned that late in the evening the force 
had moved down to Pontotoc. I then thought the raid would be upon 
Okolona and Aberdeen; so I moved at 12 o’clock, with Colonel [J. F.] 
Smith, Major [-W. M.] Inge, and Captain [T. W.] Ham, with four compa- 
nies, to the Verona and Pontotoc road, my object being to intercept the 
enemy on the Pontotoc and Aberdeen road. For this purpose, at day- 
light, I left Garman’s Mills, 2 miles south of the Pontotoc and Verona 
road, and at 8.30 a. m. entered the Pontotoc and Okolona road 8 miles 
above the latter place. I then moved immediately on to Pontotoe, in- 
tending, if the enemy were there, to attack him at once and ascertain 
his strength. Within 5 miles of Pontotoc, I learned that the enemy 
had left at 8 o’clock on the Houston road, but that a portion of the force 
(which I suppose was 300) was sent out on the Oxford road. Arriving 
at Pontotoc, I learned that this detachment had gone back toward New 
Albany, and would not accompany the expedition farther south. He 
was three hours ahead of me, and traveling atarapid rate. The column 
which moved toward Houston was 925 strong, with four pieces of artil- 
lery. Limmediately gave pursuit, and that night rested three hours 
13 miles north of Houston, after an almost continuous march of 674 
miles. The enemy, however, encamped the saine night at Dr. Kilgore’s, 
i114 miles south of Houston, on the Starkville road. 

At 11 a. m. of [April] 22d, I was at Dr. Kilgore’s, and the enemy two 
hours ahead of me. After moving half an hour longer, my advance 
guard fired upon a party of 20 of the enemy, supposed to be the rear 
guard. This party fled, and took the Starkville road. The enemy had 
divided, 200 going to Starkville and 700 continuing’ their march on 
the West Point road, and at 2 o’clock (having taken the West Point 
road) I drove in their rear guard 2 miles northwest of Palo Alto. The 
* enemy at once formed and drove back my advance guard; but, as soon 

as the column arrived, I charged immediately upon the enemy, and 
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drove him back half a mile into a neck of woods near Palo Alto church. 
After skirmishing for advantage of ground for two hours or more, and 
finding that the enemy would not come out from his position, I placed 
Smith’s regiment and Ham’s four companies immediately in his front, 
dismounted, and, protected by the church, a small number of trees, and 
the brow of a slight eminence, I gave instructions that should the enemy 
advance on them to reserve their fire until he should arrive close enough 
to make it destructive and deadly, and to hold the position until a 
charge should be made fully in his rear; that I would move the Second 
Tennessee and Major Inge’s battalion around to his rear and make the 
charge as soon as possible. This movement was being executed, but, 
before arriving at the proper point fiom which to make the charge on his 
rear, the enemy anticipated this, and poured a rapid fire upon Colonel 
Smith’s regiment and Captain Ham’s four companies, before which the 
men retreated in the utmost disorder, although everything was done 
which could have been by these two officers to make them stand and at 
least give the enemy one fire. The enemy immediately rushed upon 
these two commands, pursuing them back on the Houston road. I of 
course moved immediately on the West Point road, having accomplished 
a part of my object, which was to get between the enemy and West 
Point; but had not the troops given way so soon in front, I should have 
cut to pieces or captured the entire force of the enemy. Colonel Smith 
and Captain Ham, however, acted gallantly, and took the post of danger, 
endeavoring by their example to inspire confidence and insure success. 

During the night, the enemy turned back his course and crossed on 
Houlka Creek toward Buena Vista. As I pursued him in the morning 
following, Lieutenant-Colonel [James] Cunningham joined me 3 miles 
from Palo Alto; Colonel Smith and Captain [T. W.] Ham with their 
commands also. The re-enforcement with Lieutenant-Colonel Cunning- 
ham’s command was too late to be of any service. In fact, the tardiness 
of hismovements allowed the enemy to reach Okolona; for had he joined 
me before reaching Palo Alto, we should have routed and scattered the 
enemy. Had he remained at Okolona, he could have opposed his prog- 
ress, and had he early in the morning of the 22d fallen upon the enemy’s 
rear, when he knew that he was retreating, and was only 3 miles from 
him, the enemy could not have reached Okolona. He could have 
marched from Okolona several hours soouer than he did, and have 
joined me at Houston or at Dr. Kilgore’s. Upon his late arrival he de- 
sired to assume command, which I declined to grant him, and remained 
in command of the forces. If I committed an error in this respect, Iam 
subject to such remedy as the case may require. 

The enemy marched from Buena Vista to Okolona two hours ahead 
of us. After following the Pontotoc road from Buena Vista 7 miles, 
he turned to the right, and crossed Chuckatouche Creek at Cox’s Bridge ; 
reached Okolona, I think, at 4 p.m. Remained but ashort time; burned 
the hospital building, and went 5 miles out on the Pontotoc road, and 
encamped for the night. From Buena Vista, Major Inge, Captain Ham, 
and Colonel Smith moved directly on the Pontotoc road, and encamped 
on that road. The Second Alabama and Second Tennessee moved out 
2 miles, and attempted to cross Chuckatouche Creek and reach Okolona 
that night, but there being no bridge, and the water swimming deep, 
were compelled to remain until daylight in the morning of the 23d, 
when they moved to Okolona; thence in pursuit of the enemy on the 
Pontotoc road, and joined with the three other commands at Bramlett’s, 
3 miles from Edwards Mills. The enemy had crossed Chiwapa Oreek 
at Garman’s Mills at 2 p. m., and destroyed the bridge, having turned 
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his direction from Pontotoc to Verona. He encamped 4 miles west of 
Verona for two hours; moved on at 4 o’clock, went to Harrisburg, 
turned northward, and encamped for the night at Shaurer’s. The bridge 
being destroyed at Garman’s Mills, we determined to make the pursuit 
by crossing at Edwards Mills. But before marching from Bramlett’s, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Cunningham informed us that his command was 
exhausted and without rations; that he could not continue the pursuit. 
This materially reduced our strength, for many of our men had to be 
left on account of horses broken down by such continuous marching ; 
but the pursuit was made with the Second Tennessee, Major Inge’s 
battalion, Colonel Smith’s regiment, and Captain Ham/’s four companies, 
with not. exceeding 10 rounds of ammunition to the man. At 11.30 
a. m. we overtook the enemy, and drove in his rear guard 1 mile south 
of Birmingham, at which place he formed to receive us. We fought him 
there about two hours and twenty minutes, driving him in confusion 
across Camp Creek, 13 miles from Birmingham. After crossing the 
creek, the enemy destroyed the bridge, and our ammunition being ex- 
hausted, the pursuit could not be continued. 

In the fight, Major Inge’s battalion, Captain Cole’s company, and, 
in fact, all the troops engaged, acted very gallantly. As it was not ex- 
pedient to continue the pursuit, the several commands returned to the 
camping places which they had occupied before until they were ordered 
to rendezvous at Okolona. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. R. BARTEAU, 
Tieutenant- Ooionel. 


Capt. R. M. Hook, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 8. 
Reports of Capt. A. B. Biffle, commanding picket. 


CAMP ON PLANK RoAD, May 2, 1863. 


I saw Lieutenant [M. C.] Powers thisevening. The Yankees surprised 
Captain [B. F.] Bryan, and captured him and nearly all of his men. 
This leaves my left and rear, also Glive Branch, exposed. I cannot 
’ learn where they came from, or where they are at this time. 
Respecttully, your humble servant, 

A. B. BIFFLE, 


Captain. 
Captain [A. G. CAGE.] 


OvUTPOST PICKET, 
On Plank Road, May 2, 1863. 


I have reliable information from one that [am well acquainted with 
that 1,400 Yankee cavalry entered Baton Rouge late this evéning from 
the direction of Camp Moore, having in charge 150 C. S. Army prison- 
ers, including Captain Bryan’s company, the captain being in company. 
Our left and rear is entirely exposed. I have 40 men with me. 

J am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. B. BIFFLE, 
Captain, Commanding Picket on Plank Road. 
C. M. JACKSON, 
Assistant Adjutant. General. 
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No. 9. 
Report of Col. Alewander J. Brown, Fifty-fifth Tennessee Infantry.» 


ON THE ROAD, Six MILES FROM WILLIAMS’ BRIDGE, 
May 2, 1863—9.30 a. m. 

Sir: A courier from Williams’ Bridge, belonging to Captain Taz- 
well’s [Terrell’s ?] company of cavalry, is just in, and informs me the en- 
emy, 1,500 strong, crossed the bridge last night between 12 and 1 o’clock. 
They had four pieces of artillery. The detachment at the bridge cap- 
tured a few prisoners. 

A refugee from Greenwell Springs, belonging to a detachment of 
Hughes’ battalion of cavalry, has also just reported to me, and repre- 
sents the enemy at Greenwell Springs this morning just before day. 
Our cavalry, about 75 in number, scattered in every direction. 

While writing, a courier from Clinton hands me your dispatch to 
Capt. J. B. Walker; unfortunately, however, about ten hours too late. 
Starting at the hour we did, it was impossible to have intercepted the 
aan at Williams’ Bridge. I goon to the bridge and await further 
orders. 

With great respect, I remain, major, 
ALEX. J. BROWN, 

Col.. 55th Regt. Tenn. Vols., and Oomdg. Forces Williams’ Bridge. 


Maj. T. F. WILLSoN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 10. 
Report of Capt. B. F. Bryan, Stuarts cavalry {| Miles’ Legion}. 


CLINTON, May 10, 1863. 


COLONEL: On the morning of April 25, I received an order from Colo- 
nel [George] Gantt, in which he directed me to picket the Comite River, 
relieving Colonel [C. C.| Wilbourn’s command. I immediately pro- 
ceeded to carry out his instructions by placing a picket at what is called 
Haws’ Ford, Roberts’ Ford, Bogan’s Ford, and Strickland’s Ford, on 
the Comite River; also one at the Burlington Ferry, on the Amite River, 
fixing my camp near Roberts’ Ford, on the Comite River, being the 
most central point between the different fords on the Comite River 
and 7 miles below Burlington Ferry, and on the morning of May 2, 
at about 9 a. m., I was surprised by a body of the enemy, under com- 
mand of Colonel Grierson, numbering upward of 1,000 men. They 
made a dash and surrounded me on all sides before I was aware that 
they were other than our own troops, their advanced guard being 
dressed in citizens’ garb. Indeed, I could not think it possible that an 
enemy could approach my camp without my being notified in ample 
time to be prepared to meet them, being confident that either Colonel 
Wilbourn’s pickets or my own, at Burlington Ferry, would notify me 
of the enemy’s approach in that direction. Most of my men being on 
picket, and having only about 30 of them immediately in camp, there 
was no possible chance of my making a stand; and, besides this, I had 
been on picket up to the eighth day, and my horses had had but one 
feed of corn within that time, and I necessarily had to graze them, 
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hence their capture. Lieutenant [Joseph] Hinson being at Greenwell 
Springs on the morning of my surprise, and hearing the report of fire- 
aims above, at what he supposed to be Colonel Wilbourn’s camp, im- 
mediately proceeded to notify my picket at Burlington Ferry of the fact, 
instructing the sergeant to send a courier on road to my camp while he 
himself went another way to reach there, and both the lieutenant and 
courier were cut off and captured. 

My loss in men, horses, bridles, saddles, guns, and cooking utensils, 
on this occasion, | beg leave most respectfully to submit in the following 
list: 

Lost—38 men, 38 horses, 2 mules, 1 company wagon and harness, 1 
borrowed wagon, 38 guns, 37 pistols, 2,000 rounds cartridges, and our 
cooking utensils. I would state that I have 6 horses left by the enemy 
at the Comite Bridge. 

All of which, colonel, [ most respectfully submit. 

I am, colonel, most respectfully, yours, - 
B. F. BRYAN, 


Captain, Commanding Stuarts Cavalry. 
Col. W. R. MiLus, Ailes’ Legion. 


No. 11. 
Report of Brig. Gen. A. Buford, C. 8. Army. 


MERIDIAN, April 25, 1863. 
About 12.30 to-day the enemy demanded the surrender of Enterprise. 
General [W. W.]| Loring arrived in time with re-enforcements. The 
enemy (reported to be cavalry, from 500 to 1,500 strong) fell back from 
Enterprise without attacking. I can hold this place. Nothing lost 
or destroyed on the Mobile road, and with 500 cavalry could capture 
the enemy. 
[A.] BUFORD, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON, Jackson. 


No. 12. 
~ Report of Capt. S. B. Cleveland, Wirt Adams’ (Mississippi) regiment. 


Union CHURCH, April 28, 1863—8 p. m. 
Notify Colonel [Wirt] Adams, Grand Gulf, General [C. L.] Steven- 
son, Vicksburg, and General [Franklin] Gardner, Port Hudson, that 
the enemy are at Union Church, on the Natchez and Hazlehurst road. 
Tell the operator at Natchez they may look out for them there. I have 
been skirmishing with them for some hours this evening. Cannot as- 
certain their strength. They have four pieces of artillery. I have not 

more than 100 men in line. 
S. B. CLEVELAND, 
Captain, Commanding Detachment Wirt Adams’ Regiment. 


OPERATOR, Fayette. 
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[Indorsement. | 
[APRIL 29, 1863]—1.15 a. m. 
General PEMBERTON : 

Above I respectfully submit a verbatim copy of a message which was 
received by the operator at Fayette, and has been transmitted to the 
parties addressed therein. Asthere was not a copy of it addressed to 
you, I have taken the liberty to inclose one. 

Respectfully, &e., 
L. 8S. GEINDSEY, 
Operator, on Duty. 


No 13. 
Report of Maj. J. De Baun, Ninth Louisiana Partisan Rangers. 


NEAR Port Hupson, May 6, 1863. 


In obedience to Special Orders, No. 120, date April 28. 1863, I imme- 
diately proceeded with 80 men in the direction of Woodville, Miss., 
which place I reached on Wednesday, April 29, 1863, at 1 o’clock, when 
I reported by telegraph for further orders. 

On the morning of Thursday, April 30, I received instructions from 
headquarters to proceed with all the cavalry to Osyka, Miss., and report 
to Colonel [W. R.] Miles, or to join Lieutenant-Colonel [George] Gantt 
in the direction of the enemy. Before leaving Woodville, I divided my 
command into two companies of 40 men each, one commanded by Lieu- 
tenant [B. B.] Starns and the other under Lieut. J. B. Dunn, of Com- 
pany D, the whole under Captain [E. A.| Scott, senior captain. Find- 
ing at Woodville a detachment of 35 men under Lieutenant 


abouts of Lieutenant-Colonel Gantt, | proceeded in the direction of 
Osyka, to report to Colonel Miles. On the same day I reached John 
Reeves’ farm, 30 miles from Osyka, on the Osyka and Centreville road, 
where I encamped for the night. 

Early next morning (Friday, May 1) | resumed my line of march in 
the same direction. At 11.30 a. m., the men and horses being fatigued, 
I stopped to rest at Walls Bridge, 8 miles from Osyka. At about 
11.45 a. m. a volley in the direction of our rear guard warned me that the 
enemy was in the neighborhood. I immediately ordered the bridge to 
be dismantled and the men ambushed, posting men at the bridge to de- 
stroy it as soon as the rear guard would have reported. Some ten min- 
utes had now expired, and the rear guard not reporting, Capt. HE. A. 
Scott went up the road to ascertain, if possible, the cause of thedelay. I 
regret to say that he was captured by some of the enemy in the advance, 
wearing our uniform. At the bridge the road suddenly turns to the left, 
screening the road so the enemy could not be seen until they were at the 
bridge. A few minutes after the departure of Captain Scott, the enemy 
made their appearance at the bridge, delivering two volleys at the men 
there posted, without effect. Immediately my men opened a deadly fire 
upon them, lasting some ten minutes, killing and wounding, by their own 
acknowledgment, 16 men and killing 15 horses. Among the wounded 
were Colonel Prince and Lieutenant-Colonel Blackburn, of the Sixth 
[Seventh] I]Jlinois Cavalry. Colonel Prince has since died.* Lieutenant- 
Colonel Blackburn is a prisoner, with 3 privates, dangerously wounded. 


*An error. He was mustered out on expiration of service, October, 1864, 


, of Company A, Gantt’s cavalry, I ordered them with me. This — 
increased my force to 115 men. Not being able to ascertain the where- - 


nN 
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Besides these, 5 prisoners were captured. So deadly was our fire that 
the enemy, who had succeeded in crossing the bridge, were compelled 
to recross it. They, however, immediately opened upon us with artil- 
lery, and were crossing the creek on our right. 

My command being small, not more than 90 men having been en- 
gaged, and fearing to be surrounded, I ordered a retreat in the direc- 
tion of Osyka, which was executed in good order. 

At5 p.m.I reached Osyka, but found no re-enforcements. Not being 
in force (the enemy being at least 1,000 strong and four pieces of artil- 
lery), I was unable to pursue them. 

During the night cavalry re-enforcements, under Colonel [R. V.] Rich- 
ardson, numbering 400 men, reached Osyka, when, at 2 a. m. May 2, we 
started in pursuit of the enemy toward Greensburg. On arriving at that 
place, we received positive information that the enemy had traveled all 
night, crossed. Williams’ Bridge, and were beyond our reach, in Baton 
Rouge. My men and horses being almost exhausted for want.of food 
and rest, [ proceeded to Camp Moore, it being the nearest commissary 
depot, and I returned to camp on Tuesday, May 5, when I reported in 
person. 

My loss is 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, and 6 privates. The lieutenant and 
men belonged to the rear guard; all captured. 

Too much praise cannot be awarded the officers and men composing 
the detachment for the bravery and coolness displayed, the officers 
fighting with their revolvers, and all showing a disposition to punis 
the daring of our enemies. . 

J. DE BAUN, 
Major, Commanding Detachment. 
Capt. T. F. WILLson, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 14. 
Report of Lieut. Col. George Gantt, Ninth Tennessee Cavalry Battalion. 


OLIVE BRANcH, LA., May 4, 1863. 


Str: Upon the receipt of Lieutenant-General Pemberton’s dispatch 
announcing the possibility that the raid of the enemy was designed to 
join Banks’ army, and to send out all the available spare cavalry in the 
direction of Tangipahoa, I immediately sent off Colonel [C. C.] Wil- 
bourn’s battalion and Captains [T. R.] Stockdale’s and [V. L.| Terrell’s 
companies to Tangipahoa, with instructions to intercept the enemy and 
keep us advised of all information. Upon getting dispatch from you, 
stating that Hazlehurst Station had been captured by the enemy, I or- 
dered a company at once to Clinton, La., with instructions to send out 
scouting parties on all the approaches to the northeast. Soon afterward 
I received your dispatch, directing me to send a company to Clinton 
and one to Woodville, and move with all the balance of the cavalry 
not needed on the front north of Clinton in the direction of Woodville. 
The company was sent at once to Woodville, and it and the company 
at Clinton were instructed to get the earliest and most accurate infor- 
mation by means of scouts, and keep the major-general and myself ad- 
vised. With the balance of the spare cavalry (158 men of the Ninth 
Battalion Tennessee Cavalry) I moved up to Clinton, and from there to 
the northward on the Liberty road.” At about 14 miles from Clinton I 
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received a dispatch from Colonel Wilbourn, stating that he was at Osyka, 
the enemy at Hazlehurst, and that he would move up in the direction 
of the enemy. I stopped at a point between Liberty and Woodville, 
so that I could take either direction as circumstances might require. 
Being informed that the enemy were moving in the direction of Natchez, 
I was preparing to go to Centreville, 15 miles east of Woodville, with 
the view of being in the near direction of the enemy, and keeping up 
communication with Colonel Wilbourn and the forces at Woodville ; 
but before the movement was made I got information that the enemy 
was at Brookhaven. Iat once moved to Liberty. There the dispatch 
of Lieutenant [W. S.] Wren announcing the capture of Brookhaven 
was conclusively shown to be unfounded at the time the dispatch was 
sent, by a later dispatch from him stating that the enemy had gone in 
the direction of Natchez. Colonel Wilbourn got both of these dis- 
patches, and they caused him to-do much traveling for nothing, and to 
keep him so perplexed as greatly retarded his movements. Not being 
able to determine from the contradictory statements what was the en- 
emy’s direction, I dispatched scouts, who returned on Thursday night 
between midnight and day, and brought certain information that the 
enemy had not only taken Brookhaven, but moved off as if going in the 
direction of Natchez, and suddenly reversed his course and captured 
Bogue Chitto and Summit. I prepared at once to move to Summit, but 
soon after starting learned from my scouts that the enemy was only a 
few miles off, having moved 12 miles in the direction of Liberty. I 
suspended the movement, believing that the enemy was making his 
way to Woodville. 

About the same time I received Major-General [Franklin] Gardner’s 
dispatch, advising me that the enemy had landed a force below Grand 
Gulf, and directing me to gather all the cavalry and attack the enemy 
in the direction of Brookhaven, and by all means notto allow the enemy 
to make a junction with the force landed below Grand Gulf. In view 
of this and the demonstration in the direction of Liberty, I took up the 
best position to hold the enemy in check with a small force, and sent 
couriers to Colonel Wilbourn, urging him to move speedily in the direc- 
tion of the enemy, and advising him exactly where the enemy was. At 
this time it was undoubtedly the enemy’s purpose to go tothe force below 
Grand Gulf. Colonel Wilbourn, receiving my dispatch, moved down as 
promptly as he could, keeping between the enemy’s cavalry and the 
force at Grand Gulf. He had got up communication also with Colonel 

Wirt] Adams. As soon as I heard from him, and through him from 
Colonel Adams, and knew that they were advised of enemy’s true posi- 
tion, I moved out in the direction of Osyka, encamping in a favorable 
position to resist if the enemy should attempt to pass out in the direc- 
tion of Liberty or Clinton. 

My information from Colonels Adams and Wilbourn was that early 
Saturday morning they would be in close proximity to the enemy. I 
had also what I regarded as most undoubted evidence that on Saturday 
the enemy would attempt to take Osyka, and, while Colonels Adams and 
Wilbourn attacked them from the direction they were approaching, [1] 
intended to attack them-on the Osyka and Liberty road. Receiving 1n- 
telligence that he would probably be attacked as indicated, the enemy 
suddenly abandoned the idea of taking Osyka and reaching the Missis- 
sippi above Port Hudson, and resolved to make his way out in the di- 
rection of Baton Rouge. He managed so as to completely deceive citi- 
zens and our scouts as to his purpose, and by a march of almost unpre- 
cedented rapidity moved off by the Greensburg road to Baton Rouge. 
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Before starting, he traveled for some distance in the direction of Osyka, 
announcing that he was going to capture that place. 

In his march to Baton Rouge, he encountered the cavalry of Colonel 
(J. H.] Wingfield and one of my companies that had been ordered from 
Woodville to Osyka at Walls Bridge. 

Our men behaved with great spirit, twice repulsing the enemy, and 
forcing him to bring up his artillery to dislodge them. 

In this affair he lost a major, killed, and Lieutenant-Colonel [William 
D.] Blackburn, severely, if not mortally, wounded, besides about 12 
privates wounded. | 

The enemy’s force started from La Grange, Tenn., and consisted of 
three regiments—Sixth and Seventh Illinois and Second Iowa—the lat- 
ter of which left them east of Jackson. It was their wish to return to 
the point from which they started. If not able to do that, then to go to 
the Mississippi above Port Hudson, and, if they could do no better, to 
pass out to Baton Rouge. ‘ 

Colonels Adams and Wilbourn and myself came together early on 
Saturday, and, finding that the enemy had passed beyond our reach, 
gave up the pursuit. 

I am, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. GANTT 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Cavalry. 
Major [T. F.] WILLSoN, 
Assistant Adjuiant-General. 


No. 15. 
Reports of Maj. Gen. Franklin Gardner, C. S. Army. 


Port Hupson, April 26, 1863. 
Telegram from Osyka that enemy have gone toward Enterprise. Far- 
ragut was at mouth of Red River last night. No news from Banks. 
FRANK. GARDNER, 


Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


Port Hupson, April 28, 1863. 
I shall send a regiment of infantry to Clinton, La. 
FRANK. GARDNER, 


Major. General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


Port Hupson, April 30, 1863. 
(Received May 1.) 
Enemy’s raid at next station this side of Brookhaven. To-day my 
cavalry and [M. R.] Clark’s conscripts will meet them at Summit. Miles’ 
Legion will arrive at Magnolia day after to-morrow or next day. 
FRANK. GARDNER, 


Major-General. 
General PEMBERTON. 
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HEADQUARTERS, Port Hudson, La., May 5, 1863. 


Masor: I have the honor to report that the enemy’s cavalry raid 
(1,200 cavalry and one battery) passed successfully to Baton Rouge on 
the afternoon of the 2d instant, having evaded my cavalry, which was 
all out after them, and by an extraordinary march from Summit to 
Baton Rouge, between the afternoon of the 30th [ultimo] and the after- 
noon of the 2d [instant], they passed before the arrival of infantry and. 
artillery that I sent out to intercept them, The enemy came suddenly 
on my outposts toward Baton Rouge, destroyed Wilbourn’s camp, and 
captured a number of men from Captain [B. F.] Bryan’s company. 

I would respectfully urge the great necessity of increasing the cav- 
alry force in this district and giving me a good cavalry commander. If 
it could be deemed expedient to abandon the post at Ponchatoula, that 
would enable me to concentrate a larger force of cavalry in my front. 
[ also respectfully represent that the very limited wagon transportation 
at this post greatly interferes with any movement of troops and also 
the gathering in supplies. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK. GARDNER, 
Major-General. 


Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 16. 
Report of Maj. W. H. Garland, Mississippi Cavalry. 


ABouT Six MILES FROM GREENSBURG, May 1, 1863—8 p.m. 


MAgor: In accordance with orders from Colonel [George] Gantt, I 
moved my command toward Camp Moore. I traveled as rapidly as my 
jaded horses would allow, and, having taken a near road, I came on 
the Greensburg and Liberty road, and there met the Yankees in force. 
My advance and the enemy exchanged fire. They fired six shots from 
cannon—I think 6-pounders. They have marched on Greensburg this 
evening. They stopped at a house and took some horses, and said that 
they were on the way to Baton Rouge. If such be the fact, they will 
cross at Williams’ Bridge, on the Amite River. If a force can be thrown 
there, they may yet be cut off. Williams’ Bridge is about 16 miles from 
Greensburg and about 14 miles from Clinton. To stop them at Will- 
iams’ Bridge is the last chance. ae 

T have lost about 70 men, and the horses all broke down. I write in 
much haste. 

Yours, respectfully, 
W. H. GARLAND, 
Major, Commanding. 
Maj. T. F. WiLLson, Port Hudson. 


No. 17. 
Report of Maj. Gen. S. J. Gholson, Mississippi Militia. 


OKOLONA, MIss., April 26, 1863. 


Enemy that were here have been driven back. Fought at Birming- 
ham and defeated them, killing some 20, wounding many others; among 
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the latter is their colonel. The party that were at Kosciusko are now 


between here and Starkville, advancing north. 
S. J. GHOLSON, 


Major- General. 
Governor [JOHN J.] PETTUS. 


No. 18. 
Reporta of Maj. Gen. William W. Loring, O. S. Army. 


ENTERPRISE, April 25, 1863. 
Enemy appeared here at 1 o’clock and demanded the town. They 
were represented as 1,500 strong. Colonel [Edward] Goodwin was here 
with the Thirty-fifth Alabama, ‘who defied them. I hastened here with 
two regiments; enemy have fallen back at last accounts 3 miles: I am 
now on the road pursuing them.. They are on the road to Paulding ; 
think they will endeavor to go back by Newton or make their way to 
Baton Rouge. Have sent back to burn the bridge across Swimming 
Stream, between Paulding and Newton. Have sent two companies to 
guard bridge at Quitman, and directed bridges to be burned between 
Quitman and Paulding. I telegraphed to send force from Mobile to 
guard the De Soto and Quitman bridges. If they get there in time, and 
you can send force to intercept them at Newton, it will force them to go 
in the direction of Baton Rouge. Please order cavalry to intercept 
them in that direction. I have no hope of catching them on foot. 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
General PEMBERTON. 


ENTERPRISE, April 25, 1863. 

I could not as expected intercept the enemy here. They were, when 
last heard from, at Garlandville, about 1,500. They will attempt to 
cross the road at Newton, or some point between Meridian and Jackson. 
I will endeavor to prevent their doing so this side of Newton. 

W. W. LORING, 
Major- General. 
General PEMBERTON. 


MERIDIAN, April 26, 1863. 
Colonel [Edward] Goodwin reports enemy again within 3 miles of 
Enterprise. He thinks from their returning that they are in force. 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General. 
General PEMBERTON, Jackson. 


MERIDIAN, April 27, 1863. 
Our forces are from Newton to Shubuta, prateotine the road ail try- 
ing to prevent the enemy from recrossing. 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General. 
General PEMBERTON, Jackson. 
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MERIDIAN, April 27, 1863—10 p. m. 
Westville in direction of Montrose. Have thought they would go 
that way, striking for Baton Rouge, as we have blocked their return by 
the way they came. No enemy near Enterprise. It is probable there 
was a small party near there, but all gone now. Think ordnance stores 
safe here. 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 
MERIDIAN, April 28, 1863. 
I mounted 150 men yesterday, and started them off in direction of 
enemy. 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General. 
General PEMBERTON, Jackson. 


No. 19. 
Report of Col. W. R. Miles, Louisiana Legion. 


HEADQUARTERS MILES’ LEGION, 
May 5, 1863. 

CAPTAIN: In obedience to Special Orders, No. —, of the 29th ultimo, 
I marched the Legion to Clinton. On the 30th, I received a telegram 
from Major-General Gardner, ordering me to Osyka. As soon as ar- 
rangements could be made for wagons and rations, I started, and made 
about 6 miles the same evening. Resuming the march at an early hour 
on the 1st instant, I proceeded with all possible haste. Arriving at the 
Amite River, I found it extremely high, the bayou in the opposite swamp 
being so full asto swim. Captain [J. V.] Gallimard, of the sappers and 
miners, at once commenced the construction of a temporary bridge, and 
in five hours we were across with the artillery and trains. Continuing 
the march rapidly, we arrived within 6 miles of the Tickfaw River about 
sunset. At this place we learned a skirmish had occurred about noon 
at Tickfaw Bridge, and that the enemy had encamped at a distance of 
4 or 5 miles in front. Halting the command, I at once sent out scouts 
to learn the position and strength of the enemy. They returned after 
some hours, bringing intelligence that he had not halted after the skir- 
mish,.but had pressed on with great rapidity toward Greensburg. 

I found on the roadside 5 of the enemy wounded, including 1 lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and learned that one had been killed, and buried. There 
were with the wounded a surgeon and nurse. 

I met at this place the cavalry commands of Col. Wirt Adams, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [G.] Gantt, and Lieutenant-Colonel [C. C.] Wilbourn, 
who had abandoned pursuit, learning that the enemy had crossed 
Williams’ Bridge. At this time I received a telegram from Colonel [J. 
M.] Simonton, urging my presence on the railroad for a day or two, in 
consequence of which I marched out to Osyka, and remained until the 
reception of your note of the 2d instant, ordering my return to Port 
Hudson. In obedience to this order, I left Osyka yesterday morning. 
While halting for dinner, I received Special Orders, No. 125, ordering me 
to take post at Olive Branch. I will reach there late to-night or early 
to-morrow morning. 
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If I could have started one day sooner, or if our cavalry had hung 
upon the enemy’s rear, retarding his march, Colonel Grierson, with his 
command of Yankee marauders, could have been hemmed in and cap- 
tured. 

The Legion has endured its exhausting march with patience, and is 
ready for any service to which it may be called. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. R. MILES, 
Colonel, Commanding Legion. 


Capt. 'T. F. WILLSON, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 20. 
Report of Asst. Adjt. Gen. Thomas J. Portis, C. 8. Army. 


Hpars. FourtTH Miu. Dist., DEPT. oF Miss. AND E. LA., 
Jackson, April 24, 1863. 

Masor: I have the honor to report that Brigadier-General Adams 
left the depot at this place this evening, a few minutes before 4 o’clock, 
with the Twenty-sixth Mississippi Regiment, numbering: Total, 420; 
aggregate, 456. Seven companies of the Fifteenth Mississippi Regi- 
ment: Total, 373; aggregate, 394. 

The general was delayed on account of the troops not being supplied 
with rations, and because of the delay on the part of the artillery com- 
pany and the want of transportation. The battery arrived at the depot, 
however, before the general left, but could not go for want of transpor- 
tation. 

Three companies of the Fifteenth Mississippi Regiment were left to 
go with the battery. Total, 111; aggregate, 123. 'lhey are now at the 
depot, awaiting the arrival of a locomotive to take them on. 

The brigadier-general directed me to state that he would proceed to 
Morton Station; there await the arrival of the battery and the three 
companies left to go with it. He also directed me to inform you that 
he would endeavor to connect the telegraph wires at Morton, and com- 
municate to you the condition of things, and also inform you as to what 
his movements will be from that point. 


RECAPITULATION. 
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Equipments of battery consist in: Two 3 and two 10 inch rifled guns, 
one 12-pounder howitzer, one 6-pounder gun, 4 caissons, and 53 head 
horses. 


I have the honor, major, to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
THOS. J. PORTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
Maj. R. W, MEMMINGER, Assistant Adjutant-G@eneral. 
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Wor 21. 
Leport of Col. R. V. Richardson, First Tennessce Partisan Rangers. 
OsykA, May 3, 1863. 

“DEAR Srr: In obedience to Special Orders, No. —, dated April 28, 
1863, I repaired, at 9 p.m. of that day, to the depot at Jackson, sup- 
posing the train of troops to accompany me was ready to start. When 
I got to the depot, I was chagrined and surprised to find that the three 
companies of the Twentieth Mississippi Mounted Infantry, who were to 
constitute a portion of the forces subject to my orders in the move- 
ment projected against the enemy, with horses, were just beginning to 
be placed on the train. 

About 2.30 a. m., April 29, 1863, the men and horses were all aboard. 
I inquired for the conductor, and learned that he was in bed at his 
chamber. I sent him an order to get up and proceed with his train im- 
mediately, or I would send for him a fileof men. ‘After a short time he 
came. He then inquired of the engineer whether he could pull the 
train, who replied that he could not, because there were too many cars 
in the train. 

The conductor and engineer then said that three cars must be taken 
from the train. This was done. Now they said they had not wood 
enough to run the train to the next station, and they had no lamps. I 
inquired whether or not they had an ax to cut wood; they replied they 
had none. About daybreak they started with the train, and did not 
reach Hazlehurst until 1lla.m. In spite of all efforts, these men were 
churlish, and seemed to be laboring to defeat as far as possible the move- 
ment of troops. They claim their privilege of exemption from military 
service asemployés of the railroad company. It should not be granted 
to men who are so unmindful of the public interests. 

As we rolled into Hazlehurst, a citizen approached ns in an excited 
manner, and said 1,000 Yankees were within a quarter of a mile of the 
place, approachingit. I did not much believe thereport, but, as a meas- 
ure of precaution, I ordered the train to be run back on the road about 
a mile. J then ordered the men to form on each side of the railroad, and 
20 horses to be taken from the train, and sent out a scout in the direc- 
tion of the reported advance of the enemy. The scouts returned in a 
half hour, and reported the enemy not to be found as reported. 

I availed myself of every resource to get information as to the position 
and direction of movement of the enemy. He was reported to have 
been that Tuesday morning at Union Church, and to have engaged Col. 
Wirt Adams’ command there; also that he was making his way for | 
Natchez. He had been [seen] the previous evening at Bahala, by a de- 
tachment of 120 men which had gone west to Union Church. So far as 
I could judge, he was leaving the line of the railroad and was going to 
Natchez. Colonel Adams seemed to be close after him. I could get no 
information of the locality of any other command which you had ordered 
to report to me. It seemed that the proper direction for me to go, both 
for the purpose of reaching the enemy and gathering any portion of my 
command, except the three companies of the Twentieth Mississippi Regi- 
ment, then with me, was Union Church. After feeding the horses, at 1 
o’clock I started on the Natchez road for Union Church. I got there at 
9 o'clock that night, and learned that the enemy had left there at 8 o'clock 
in the morning for Brookhaven, and that Colonel Adams had camped 
the previous night within 3 or 4 miles of the enemy, but, had gone that 
morning toward Fayette, believing that the enemy intended to go to 
Natchez. 
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I fed my horses and rested my men for two hours, and started for 
Brookhaven, sending a courier to Colonel Adams, advising him of my 
design to follow the enemy, and advising him to shape his march so as 
to join me near Liberty. 

About 9 a. m. on the morning of the 30th, on my way to Brookhaven, 
I overtook Captain Love and his squadron. We reached Brookhaven 
at about 11a.m.; fed, and rested three hours. JI ordered Captain Love to 
proceed in advance to Bogue Chitto. I ordered, at Hazlehurst, Colonel 
Miller, who had kindly consented to go with me on the expedition, to 
proceed with Captain [James M.] Liddell’s company, Twentieth Missis- 
sippi, to Bahala, and to report to me that night at Union Church, unless 
he found the enemy proceeding in the direction of the railroad, when 
he was to send me a dispatch at Union Church, and harass the enemy as 
much as possible; also to inquire for and notify any of the commands 
ordered to report to me, found on his line of march, to report to me at 
Union Church. op 

When I got to Brookhaven, I found Colonel Miller and Captain Lid- 
dell; they had gotten in the neighborhood of Brookhaven, and had 
found out that the enemy had left Brookhaven the previous evening, 
and had camped for the night, at a distance of 6 miles from Brookhaven, 
in the direction of Bogue Chitto; but had gone to Bogue Chitto that 
morning, Wednesday, April 30. After I had ordered Captain Love, as 
my advance, to proceed to Bogue Chitto, I received information that 
the enemy had committed his depredations there in the forenoon, and 
had gone to Summit, to do the same thing, that evening. After feed- 
ing, and resting three hours, I started for Summit, hoping to be able to 
find the enemy encamped there or in the vicinity, and determined to 
make a night attack. .I sent a courier to Bogue Chitto, ordering Cap- 
tain Love to join me near Summit, and proceeded to that place. Within 
3 miles of Summit, Captain Love rejoined me, having pursued the en- 
emy closely to that place, capturing 3 prisoners. 

All preliminaries were made for a night attack and surprise. At 3 
o’clock in the morning, Thursday, May 1, we entered Suminit, and learned 
that the enemy had left about sunset on the previous evening, marching 
on the road to Magnolia, which, running east of the railroad about 5 
miles, thence curving eastward, crosses the railroad, and at a distance. 
of a mile curves westward and recrosses the railroad, continuing on the 
west side of the railroad to Magnolia. 

LI could find no onein Summit who could tell me anything more than 
that the enemy had left the previous evening on the road to Magnolia, 
saying he intended to go to that place; thence to Osyka, Camp Moore, 
&c.. The commanding officer had been heard to ask a negro guide if 
he knew the way to Magnolia, and, upon an affirmative answer, had 
ordered him to take the lead. 

The large tannery, the hospital and stores located at Magnolia, all 
together made up a state of fact which pointed to the conclusion that 
he was then on his way to that place. I learned that there was a plan- 
tation on the road to Magnolia, running east of the railroad, near where 
it intersected the railroad the first time, at which supplies for men and 
horses could be had. I hoped to be able by taking a road east of the 
railroad to get in his front, and form an ambuscade. I immediately re- 
sumed the march, and by sunrise formed line of battle, with men dis- 
mounted, under cover of a thick undergrowth of timber, on the side of 
the curvature of the road, formed by its crossing to the east and re- 
crossiug to the west side of the railroad leading from Summit to Mag- 
nolia, I immediately sent out a scout west of the railroad to ascertain 
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the position of the enemy. He returned about 9 o’clock, informing me 
that the enemy had marched from Summit the previous evening on the 
road to Liberty and camped about 6 miles from Summit. My men and 
horses had marched all night, and were wearied and hungry. I re- 
mained three hours to feed and rest, when I marched for Magnolia, 
hoping to be able by another night march to overtake and attack the 
enemy at or near Osyka. 

About 10 .o’clock, I received a courier from Colonel Adams, who in- 
formed me that the colonel had camped the previous night about 10 miles 
distant, in the direction of Liberty. I sent the courier back to inform the 
colonel that I should follow down the railroad, and would unite with him 
at Magnolia or any other place lower down to attack the enemy. This 
courier also informed me that the enemy had turned from the road to 
Liberty on the road to Osyka. I resumed the march to Osyka via Mag- 
nolia. Here I learned from Colonel [J. H.] Wingfield, who had just re- 
turned from a scout near the enemy, that at Walls Bridge, on the Osyka 
and Liberty road, across the Tickfaw, Major De Baun, with a detachment 
of 100 men of Colonel [J. H.] Wingfield’s battalion of cavalry, had met 
the enemy, disputed his passage, killing 2 and wounding 14, including 
Lieutenant-Colonel Blackburn, of the Seventh Jlinois Cavalry, but, 
when about to be flanked on both sides, had retired from the field, in the 
face of overwhelming numbers, with a loss of none killed or wounded, but 
probably with a loss of about 26 taken prisoners. Drs. Clark and Hern- 
ford and Colonel Wingfield gave all information desired with great zeal, 
the last tendering his services with a company of about 20 citizen scouts, 
suddenly raised to meet the advance of thefoe. Iresumed the march to 
Osyka, which I reached about 10 o’clock at night. The enemy had not 
approached Osyka nearer than Walls Bridge, but had gone on the road 
to Greensburg. Here Colonel Wingfield reported a detachment of 100 
of his battalion (the Ninth Louisana), under Major [J.] De Baun, the 
same who had fought the enemy at 12 m. of that day at Walls Bridge ; 
also Captain [G.] Herren, commanding a detachment of 50 men of the 
First Regiment Mississippi Cavalry; also Captain [T. C.] Rhodes, com- 
mandant of post at Osyka, reported 30 men. The captain had been 
doing all in his power to protect his post by a judicious disposition of 
the small force at his command, but was anxious to take a part in the 
pursuit of the enemy. The safety of Osyka is indebted to him fora 
ruse practiced upon the enemy. He sent his second lieutenant, W. S. 
Wren, to Summit, while the enemy was there, to cause it to be reported 
that he had two regiments of infantry, one of cavalry, and a battery of 
artillery at Osyka. 

I fed my horses, and rested my men three hours, when, with a force of 
about 470 men, I resumed the march to Greensburg. I did not expect 
to get in the advance of the enemy, but a dispatch had been shown me 
which stated that Colonel Adams had sent Lieut. W. S. Wren to burn 
Williams’ Bridge, across the Amite River, where it was believed the 
enemy would attempt to cross; also stating that he would proceed to 
cut off the enemy about that place. My duty was evidently to follow 
the enemy and press him in the rear. I also received information that 
Colonel Miles, with his Legion, was on my right, following the enemy 
with artillery. Colonel Adams had artillery likewise, as I was informed. 

I reached Greensburg at 9 o’clock on the morning of the 2d of May, 
where I learned that the enemy at great speed had passed the previous 
evening at about sunset, and had crossed the Amite River at Williams’ 
Bridge, which had not been destroyed. I sent a scout on his track, from 
whom [I learned that the enemy had crossed at Williams’ Bridge about 
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midnight on the night of the Ist May, and had stopped about day to 
feed and rest at Sandy Creek, 15 miles beyond the Amite, and had gone 
on the road to Baton Rouge. 

From the best information I could get, the enemy’s strength consisted 
of the Sixth and Seventh Illinois Regiments of Cavalry, the pride and 
boast of the United States Army, numbering in all about 1,100 picked 
men, well armed and mounted. It was not his desire to fight. He 
wanted to make observations, destroy railroads and telegraphic com- 
munications. It is said he pressed horses, the best he could find, to 
mount his men when a horse was jaded. He also captured mules and 
horses, negroes, forage, subsistence, and stole money and jewelry from 
the people in his course. He has made a most successful raid through 
the length of the State of Mississippi and a part of Louisiana, one which 
will exhilarate for a short time the fainting spirits of the Northern war 
party. 

We may expect a repetition of this raid on a smaller and a similar 
scale. We had forces enough to have captured and destroyed him, but 
his movements were so rapid and uncertain of aim that we could not 
concentrate our scattered forces or put them in concert of action. You 
had assigned to me men enough to have whipped him, but they were 
so scattered that I could not find half of them until the enemy had 
entered his own lines. While I had to pursue him, I could not do more 
than send out couriers to find the commands ordered to report to me. 
I followed him two days and nights with only 170 men, one day and 
two nights with 270 men, and one day and night with 470 men. 

- While we failed to capture or destroy the enemy, the movements on 
our side saved the railroad, telegraph, and Government property from 
Summit to Ponchatoula, the southern extremity of our lines, and drove 
him from the country with a loss on his part, by all his casualties, of 
about 70 men. Having done the best possible for me, with the means 
at my command, under the Special Orders, No. —, which you did me 
the honor to make, I beg leave to submit the above report, not, however, 
without saying that the soldierly qualities of Major [W. A.] Rorer, his 
officers and men, never complaining, always ready for duty, and anxions 
to meet and punish the foe, won my admiration. 

R. V. RICHARDSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry, é&e. 

Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 

Comdg. Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana. 


BROOKHAVEN, May 5, 1863. 
Lieut. C. M. Stewart will deliver this report at headquarters, Jack- 
son, Miss., and report to me at Bahala. 
R. V. RICHARDSON, 


Colonel, Commanding Cavalry. 


No. 22. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. S. Army. 


CoLuMBUS, April 20, 1863. 
The following telegrams just received : 
OKOLONA, April 20, 1863. 
_ Thave just learned from our scouts and also from the provost-marshal of this place, 
just returned from scout, that the enemy passed down the road leading to Houston 
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to-day, and will probably reach that place to-night. Colonel [C. R.] Bartean is in 
their rear, in pursuit of them. We will await orders here. Enemy reported to be 
6,000 strong. j 


J. CUNNINGHAM, 
: LTreutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. R. M. Hoor, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OkOLONA, Aprid 21, 1863. 
Reliable scout reports enemy about 2,000 strong, with five mounted howitzers, on 
Houston road, leaving Okolona tothe left. Negroes report hearing them say they 
were going to the Southern road or Grenada. 
FP. INGATE. 
Capt. R. M. Hoor, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CoLuMBUS, April 20, 1863. 


Just returned from Verona and Chesterville. Enemy now reported 
3,000 strong. 

Mounted infantry, with six guns, at Pontotoc Saturday night, ad- 
vancing. My troops concentrating before him. None to send to Colonel 
[P. D.] Roddey. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


CoLUMBUS, April 20, 1865. 


The enemy (some 2,000 mounted men, with four field guns) were at 
Pontotoe last night. My cavalry, with three guns, are moving against 
him. , 

I reported this at 2 p.m. Everything rendered possible by my lim- 
ited resources will be done. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier- General. 


Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


— 


CoLuMBUs, MIss., April 20, 1863. 


[James M.] Burton reports that some 8,000 or 10,000 enemy’s troops 
were at Burnsville on Thursday night with artillery, wagon train, and 
pontoon bridges, who stated that they would cross the Tennessee River 
at Eastport to join Rosecrans. There is evidently some formidable 
movement in that direction. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier- General. 


Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 
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CoLuMBUS, April 21, 1863. 
Just received from Okolona: 
We are now (1 o’clock) 15 miles from Sparta, on the Houston and West Point road. 
I will go to Sparta to-night, where I learn the enemy are. Cannonading heard in 
that direction about 12 o’clock, 
J. CUNNINGHAM, 
Licutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


CoLUMBUS, April 22, 1863. 


The enemy is reported 24 miles northwest of Palo Alto with his main 
body. Colonel [C. R.] Bartean had skirmish with him yesterday even- 
ing near Calvert’s plantation, and fell back to the junction of the 
Houston and Greenville roads, where he now is. Can you send troops 
from Grenada to effect a diversion ? 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


CoLUMBUS, April 23, 1863. 


Enemy’s probable strength, 2,000. Reported falling back before our 
cavalry. 
DANTEL RUGGLES, 


Brigadicr-General. 
Lieutenant-General PRMBERTON. 


ie 


COLUMBUS, April 25, 1863. 


Colonel [C. R.] Barteau reports the enemy completely routed at Bir- 
mingham yesterday evening. The destruction of a bridge prevented 
pursuit. . 


DANIEL RUGGLES, 


Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


CoLUMBUS, April 26, 1863. 


Captain [I".] Ingate reports reliable information has just been re- 
ceived that the enemy were passing Houston this morning, going to- 
ward Pontotoc. I suppose that this may be the force reported at 
Bankston’s Mills. The reported advance on Aberdeen was unfounded. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 


Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 
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COLUMBUS, April 29, 1863. 
The enemy in his recent raid came south from the Fifth District, enter- 
ing the first at Pontotoc, and that force confronting me has been routed 
and driven back by my troops. 
If your telegrams to me on that subject imply censure, I request a 


more explicit written statement. 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


No. 23. 
Report of Col. John M. Simonton, First Mississippi Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS TROOPS, 
Ponchatoula, Miss., April 30, 1863—10 p. m. 

Mayor: Enemy reported at Summit, on railroad, advancing on 
Osyka. 

I leave this place at 12 o’clock, or about then, for that point, with 
battery of artillery, 60 cavalry, and 260 infantry. My object is to pro- 
tect Government property at Osyka, if possible. 

All quiet in my front. Our scouts well advanced. I make this move 
without orders, but could not communicate with you. Hope the move 
will be approved by the general commanding. I leave most of my cav- 
alry force behind, with orders to dispatch me if any move is attempted 
by the enemy. 

Enemy above reported by Captain [Thomas C.] Rhodes, commanding 
post at Osyka, to be about 1,500 strong. I will save them if possible. 

Dowt know what has become of our cavalry above reported gone 
west. 

I am, major, very respectfully, &c., 
JNO. M. SIMONTON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. T. F. WiILLson, 
Assistant Adjutant. General, Port Hudson. 


ae 


Ys 
No. 24. ; 


Report of Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, C. S. Army. 


CANTON, April 24, 1863. 

Messenger from Carthage again reports a regiment of cavalry ap- 
proaching that place. 

I have started Fifty-fourth Alabama and section of artillery, with 
orders to move rapidly. I have Highth Kentucky, about 100° strong, 
and a section. 

Might effect something if I had more force. 


Please send it if practicable. I need a few cavalry. 
LLOYD TILGHMAN, 


Brigadier- General. 
General PEMBERTON. 
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APRIL 18-24, 1863.—Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to the Coldwater, 
Miss., including action (18th) at Hernando, and skirmish (19th) at Perry’s 
Ferry. 

REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U.S. Army, commanding Sixteenth Army Corps. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. William Sooy Smith, U. S$. Army. 

No. 3.—Col. George E. Bryant, Twelfth Wisconsin Infantry. 

No. 4.—Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. 8. Army, commanding First District. 

No. 5.—Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C. 8. Army, commanding Fifth District. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. S. Army, commanding Sia- 
teenth Army Corps.* 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., April 21, 1863. 

Sir: I send you last dispatch from Corinth, also written reports from 
Colonel Bryant, Twelfth Wisconsin, as to movement on Coldwater. 

The river at Coldwater Station proved impassable. Our troops fell 
back to Hernando. I have just had verbal report from Bryant. Major 
Hayes, Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, has died of his wound. His con- 
duct was most gallant. With 40 men he captured 65 prisoners. We 
have 80inall. Fearing that Chalmers might be re-enforced from Green- 
wood, I have sent this morning the Fourteenth and Forty-sixth Ilinois 
and one battery, with orders, if they hear Smith’s guns, to force a pas- 
sage, by bridging or otherwise, and join him. 

I have just received a dispatch from La Grange that a woman just in 
from Holly Springs reports heavy cannonading south of Holly Springs 
on yesterday. If this is so, Smith has run across some other band or 
force, for Chalmers has not moved yet, I think, from Coldwater. 

Smith has 1,500 good infantry and a good battery, and although I am 
somewhat anxious about his not appearing in their rear at or about 
Senatobia before our men left Coldwater on Monday noon, I think he 
is strong enough to work his way back or forward against anything but 
a movement in force from below, of which I have no intelligence. 

Dodge is, I am satisfied, careful as well as brave, and will hold the 
line of Bear Creek as long as necessary. 

Your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 
Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS FourtTH DIVISION, 
Near Memphis, April 21, 1863—1 a. m. 
[General STEPHEN A. HURLBUT:] 


GENERAL: Inclosedt+ I send you dispatches just received from Colo- 
nel Bryant. You will notice that he had quite an animated time of it, 
finding the rebels in force intrenched on the Coldwater, which he could 
not cross for reasons stated. Major Hayes severely, supposed mortally, 
wounded ; two officers of the Thirty-third Wisconsin dead. Our force 


“See also Grierson’s raid, &c., p. 519. t See p. 556. 
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fell back on the Horn Lake road, about 18 miles from Memphis, where 
_ they are now encamped. They are encumbered with 57 privates and 
7 commissioned officers taken prisoners. If they remain or return, they 
will want assistance from here in the shape of ambulances and artillery 
horses, besides a‘sufficient force of cavalry to relieve Major Hayes’ com- 
mand, which is played out. 
What has become of General Smith? 
Awaiting your orders, I am, general, your obedient servant, 
J. G. LAUMAN, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., April 25, 1863. 

The expedition against Chalmers suffered the misfortune of most com- 
bined movements. General Smith did not get into the rear in time, and 
from high water in Coldwater River, and the slowness and extreme cau- 
tion of Colonel Bryant, of the Twelfth Wisconsin, who led the force from 
here, that part of the expedition did not force the passage of the river. 
As Smith came up on Wednesday, Chalmers broke into small squads 
and ran off to Panola, burning all bridges. 

I have had nothing from Dodge for three days, but his base is firm at 
Hastport, on the line of Bear Creek. 

I sent you copy of letter from Grierson, near Pontotoc. Ihave not | 
heard from his main column since. 

The Second Lowa Cavalry has burned Okolona, destroyed the road and 
barracks; also large amounts of provisions, &c., at Tupelo, either by 
themselves, or by the enemy, in fear of them. This is reported by two 
of that regiment, who were cut off and came into Corinth. The country 
cavalry is hanging around them, but I think they will work their way in. 

There is nothing else here of news. As soon as I get news from any 
of these expeditions, I will forward it. 

Your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 
Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. William Sooy Smith, U. 8. Army. 


COLLIERVILLE, April 23, 1863. 

I have just arrived here, having marched by way of Holly Springs, 
Wyatt’s, Cole’s Cross-Roads, Sardis, Senatobia, Coldwater, and Byha- 
lia. Chalmers divided up his force and ran around me, and escaped by 
way of Buck Snort and Chulahoma. TI have lost perhaps half a dozen 
stragglers, captured; have captured 13 Confederate soldiers, and have 
brought out about 255 horses and mules. Will report as soon as possi- 
ble by letter. 

WM. SOOY SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Division. 


Major-General HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps. 


556 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. = (Cuar. XXXVI. 
No. 3. 
Reports of Col. George E. Bryant, Twelfth Wisconsin Infantry. 


JOHNSON’S FARM, EIGHTEEN MILES FROM MEMPHIS, 
April 20, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: We commenced skirmishing with the enemy on Saturday, 
2 miles across Nonconnah, and pushed him to Hernando. He had a 
camp 18 miles out of Memphis. ‘They removed their tents through Her- 
nando on Saturday morning. After we got into camp at Hernando, at 
sundown, 600 rebels attacked us. We went out, met, and routed them, 
and captured 63 privates and 7 commissioned officers; killed and wounded 
about 20 of them. I sent out the ambulance to pick up their wounded, 
and they fired on the flag. The next morning we reached Coldwater 
River at 8 a. m., skirmishing with the enemy 8 miles up the river. We 
fought them from 8 a. m. till 4 p. m., but were unable to cross the ferry, 
the boats of which the rebels shot loose. 

Their force was infantry, Chalmers having been re-enforced by two 
regiments on Thursday. 

Major Hayes was badly, and I fear mortally, wounded about 9 a. m. 
He was so weak he could tell me nothing. I posted the artillery to the 
front, with the Forty-first and Thirty-third and three companies of the 

. Twelfth Wisconsin, leaving the balance of the Twelfth to hold the hill. 
The enemy was fully equal to us, intrenched. I sent cavalry up the 
river above the railroad, but they could find no place to cross. At 4p. 
m. they commenced shelling us from the hill beyond, though, of course, 
they did not have our range. After throwing a few shells, they appar- 
ently withdrew. At this time the cavalry on my right commenced to 
skirmish, and sent me word they had met the enemy’s advance. Pre: 
vious to this I had been told they were crossing below. I immediately 
took the battery train and seven companies of the Twelfth Wisconsin 
on the hill in rear, and soon moved the whole force back, and filed to the 
right of the Horn Lake road. Here I met Major Eastman. On this 
road I camped, and this morning moved into Hernando. I sent cavalry 
back to the river, and they found the enemy still there. I also sent 
cayalry toward the east. Though meeting and driving the enemy, they 
found no place to cross, and could hear nothing of Smith’s guns; 500 or 
600 rebels have been continually in our rear; attacked and captured a 
pressed ambulance, with Lieutenant Major, which I recaptured. On con- 
sultation with the commanding officers, it was decided to fall back here 
and communicate with you. We have 2 officers of the Thirty-third Wis- - 
consin dead, Major Hayes badly wounded, and some 13 others dead and 
wounded. The rebels have torn up the bridges behind us, on Hernando 
road, compelling us to come this way. Several of the battery horses 
are dead, and they are down to four to a gun, and they played out. I 
wish I could hear by daylight. I dislike to come back; still, with the 
prisoners, rations running out, and ammunition getting a little scarce, I 
ask for instructions. If we go back, we shall want ambulances, am- 
munition, and bread. What has become of Smith? Men never fought 
better. I do hope I may hear by daylight. It is best to send not less 
than 50 men with this. 


GEORGE KE. BRYANT, 
Colonel. 
Capt. W. H. F. RANDALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpgrs. TWELFTH WISCONSIN VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Memphis, Tenn., April 25, 1863. 

_ Sim: I have the honor to report that, on the morning of the 18th 
instant, in pursuance to orders from General Lauman, I moved from 
Memphis, on the Hernando road, with the Twelfth and Thirty-third Wis- 
consin, Forty-first Illinois Volunteers, and the Fifteenth Ohio Battery. 
At the Nonconnah, Major Hayes, with 265 men, of the Fifth Ohio Cay- 
alry, reported to me. ‘Two miles south of Nonconnah he met a picket of 
10 men of the enemy, and captured 5 of them. Seven miles north of 
Hernando, the camp of Colonel [W. C.] Falkner was broken up. A 
large amount of corn, an ambulance wagon and 4 horses and harness, 
loaded with ham, were captured here, belonging to the C. 8S. Army. 

The column reached Hernando, Miss., 25 miles south of Memphis, at 
Gp.m. [G. L.| Blythe, with 300 men, hovered on my rear and flanks all 
day, twice firing on the flankers thrown out from the column. At 6.30 
p.m. the pickets on the south of the town were attacked by Colonel 
[W. C.] Falkner, with from 600 to 700 men on foot. I immediately 
sent Major Hayes, with cavalry, to meet them, and got my forces in 
position for battle. After a sharp engagement of thirty minutes, and 
killing and wounding 30 of the enemy, the enemy fell back, leaving in 
our hands 72 prisoners, including 7 commissioned officers. Among the 
badly wounded were two commissioned officers. I immediately sent the 
surgeons of the command with their ambulances and infirmary corps to 
look after the enemy’s dead and wounded, but they were fired upon, 
and returned with only 4 of the wounded. In this skirmish we had 2 
meu slightly wounded. It was too :dark, and the men and horses too 
much used up, to pursue. We captured seventy stand of arms and ac- 
couterments. 

The command was under arms at 3 a.m. Sunday morning, and at 
sunrise started for the Coldwater. Met the enemy’s pickets 2 miles. 
south of Hernando. The column moved swiftly on. When 4 miles out, 
our rear was attacked by Blythe. I sent Companies B and K, of the 
Twelfth Wisconsin, with 18 cavalrymen, to repel them, and they soon 
scattered them. About the same time I received a message from Major 
Hayes that he had reached Perry’s Ferry and driven the enemy across ; 
that he was badly wounded, and the men getting out of ammunition. I 
immediately put the battery (Fifteenth Ohio, Captain Spear), the two 
leading regiments, the Thirty-third Wisconsin, Colonel Moore, and the 
Forty-first Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Nale, upon a very swift double- 
quick, which, through mud ankle-deep, they kept up for 4 miles. Lieu- 
_ tenant-Colonel Poole, with the Twelfth Wisconsin, in rear of the train 
with prisoners, was instructed to move steadily on, with flankers thrown 
out on either side, and bring forward all the men who might fall out 
from fatigue, that might be caused by ourrapid advance. Arriving at 
the river, found the cavalry dismounted and holding the ferry. Captain 
Spear immediately got two pieces in position, and shelled the thicket 
onthe other side. Cur cavalry fell back to their ammunition wagon, 
under orders to be ready to cross. Falkner’s men retired from our 
range; the firing ceased, and Lieutenant Picquet, of the Thirty-second 
Illinois Volunteers, provost-marshal, was just trying to get across the 
river to the boat tied on the other side, when the rebels returned, re-en- 
forced by two regiments of mounted infantry, dismounted (First Mis- 
souri, and Colonel [R.] McCulloch’s Arkansas [Missouri] regiment). 

In the mean time the Thirty-third Wisconsin Volunteers had formed 
in the swamp on the right of the road, and the Forty-first Illinois, with 
Companies C, H, and 4B, of the Twelfth Wisconsin, on the left ‘of the 
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road, close by the river bank. The enemy advanced nearly to the brink 
of the river, where, under cover of felled trees and a gully, they poured 
in a perfect shower of balls. The brave Captain Spear, as they ad- 
vanced down the road within 40 yards, commanded, “ Cannoneers to 
your guns; canister.” The men worked with a will, and it was only 
when he found that their sharpshooters, under cover of large cypress 
logs, were picking off his men and horses, that he fell back. On our 
side was a thick, wooded swamp, which, from the last nights rain, was 
full of water. The two regiments and three companies on either side 
remained in their positions from 9 a. m. till 5 p. m., lying flat on the 
ground, and keeping their sharpshooters, five companies from a regi- 
ment, close to the bank, under cover of trees. A continuous fire was 
kept up from both sides all day. Seven companies of the Twelfth 
Wisconsin guarded the prisoners and the hill, in our rear. I posted 
the cavalry up and down the river, to find another crossing. I sent 
cavalry up the river at 3 p. m., who crossed the railroad at the burned 
bridge, but could hear nothing of General Smith. 

At 4p. m. the enemy were again re-enforced, and commenced shell- 
ing us from the hill opposite, to which we replied with our artillery, but 
we could get no range on them. ‘he ground was so watery that we 
could only get position for one gun. At 4.30 p. m. I moved the artil- 
lery train and the Twelfth Wisconsin to a strong position on the hill. 

At 5 p.m. my cavalry sent word they had met the enemy’s pickets 
on ourright. I immediately fell back 2 miles, and moved about 3 miles 
to the west on the Horn Lake road, to prevent their flanking me. I am 
now satisfied that there was nothing there except Blythe’s command. 
Here Major Eastman, with 100 men of the Second Wisconsin Cavalry, 
reported to me. Here we encamped for the night. During the night 
there was sharp picket firing, and we were in line of battle. One man 

_of the Thirty-third Wisconsin was wounded. 

The next morning, Monday, I moved up to Hernando, and sent my 
cavalry forward again to Perry’s Ferry, where they found the enemy 
still in position, with their pickets (which they drove in) thrown out 
toward Hernando. I also sent the cavalry east toward Holly Springs, 
to the river, with instructions to listen for Smith’s guns. At 3 o’clock 
I fell back to Johnson’s farm, on the Horn Lake road, and sent 30 cay- 
alry to Memphis with dispatches for you. 

At 8 o’clock Tuesday morning I fell back 6 miles to the junction of 
the Hernando and Horn Lake roads. I here received notice of re-en- 
forcements, and sent the ambulances with dead and wounded to meet 
those you had sent out. While this was being done, the enemy sent in 
a flag of truce, which did not detain us, as we were stopped for dinner. 
I marched till dark, when we encamped. 

The next morning, Wednesday, we moved through Hernando, and 
crossed my cavalry at both the Holly Springs road and Perry’s Ferry. 
I was convinced that General Smith could not be below, from the fact 
that General Chalmers spent Monday night 2 miles south of Hernando, 
and was all day Tuesday with his wife at Hernando. 

Thursday I returned to Horn Lake Creek, and Friday to camp at 
Memphis. The expedition captured 80 prisoners, 200 horses and mules 
(100 of them good cavalry horses), 70 stand of arms, 12,000 pounds of 
bacon, 10,000 pounds of which were destroyed ; also a quantity of dry- 
goods, medicine, &c. 

The Forty-first Iinois lost 1 man killed and 1 wounded. The Thirty- 
third Wisconsin lost 2 commissioned officers killed and 3 men wounded. 
The Twelfth Wisconsin had 2 men wounded and 1 missing. The Fif- 
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teenth Ohio Battery lost 1 man killed and 2 wounded. The Fifth Ohio 
Cavalry lost Major Hayes, killed, and Lieutenant [Robert] Major and 3 
men, wounded. 

The conduct of all, both officers and men, was excellent. I know of 

ho one who failed to do his whole duty. Under a very hot fire of sharp- 
shooters, who aimed principally at officers and mounted men, during the 
fight of Sunday, the different corps were put in position with the stead- 
iness and good order of veterans. The Fifteenth Ohio Battery, Capt. 
Kdward Spear, was splendidly handled, under a withering fire, at not 
over 50 yards. I cannot refrain from mentioning a gallant act of Private 
Clayton W. Gonsanley. Private John Maddox was struck down in the 
act of ramming a shell home. Gonsanley, who was sponging, imme- 
diately and without orders sprang across the gun, seized the rammer, 
sent home the shell, and continued so to work until ordered away, only 
stopping leng enough to move Maddox from under the wheels of the 
gun. Captain Spear showed daring, skill, and ability, and was well 
seconded by Lieutenant Burdick and all the men. 

The cavalry did fine service, being constantly on the move, and espe- 
cially in the skirmishes at Hernando on Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning at Perry’s Ferry, under the gallant lead of Major Hayes, of the 
Fifth Ohio. ‘This fine officer was struck through the pelvis and thigh 
by a Minie ball at about 8.30 a. m. on April 19, at the ferry, and died 
in an ambulance on Tuesday, April 21, at about noon. All was done 
for him that was possible; but the wound was of such a nature that 
anything but smoothing his passage to the grave was useless. He is 
entitled to all the praise that an able, dashing, and brave officer cqn 
receive from his companions. His loss was a severe one to the service. 
All the officers and soldiers of the cavalry did their duty bravely and 
promptly. In the infantry steadiness and coolness, hard and veteran- 
like, were the characteristics. Two officers of the Thirty-third Wiscon- 
sin, Capt. Joseph F. Lindsley, Company H, and Lieut. Henry S. Swift, 
commanding Company E, were killed at the ferry while at their posts 
of duty. Their fellows bear testimony to the fact that they were two 
of the best officers in the regiment. To praise the living, as they de- 
serve, by special notice, would be to name and praise the whole. 

I am under many obligations to Lieutenant Picquet, of the Thirty- 
second Illinois Volunteers; Lieutenant Duncan, of the Fifty-third In- 
diana, and Lieutenant Harris, of the Twenty-eighth Illinois Regiment, 
Colonel Johnson’s aides, who accompanied me; also to my acting ad- 
jutant, Lieut. J. K. Proudfit, and Lieutenant [William J.] Norton, of the 
Twelfth Wisconsin. They repeatedly made themselves the marks of 
the enemy’s sharpshooters in carrying orders to the command in the 
swamp. I also thank Colonel Dornblaser and his command, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Heath, Major Eastman, and Major Wilson, with their commands, 
who re-enforced my command. ‘They did everything in their power to 
ease the labors of my tired and foot-sore soldiers, and ably and cheer- 
fully carried out all orders and commands after they joined us. — 

The expedition isincamp. With the exception of 1 man missing and 
those struck by bullets, it is as intact as when put under my care. In 
killed and wounded I know the enemy has suffered more than we have, 
and the captures, at least, are clear profit. 


Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE HK. BRYANT, 
Colonel Tieljth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 


Capt. W. H. F. RANDALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, 0. S. Army, commanding First 
District. 


OKoLona, Miss., May 13, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to state, for the information of the lieutenant- 
generalcommanding, that being informed by Brigadier-General[S. A. M.] 
Wood, from Florence, Ala., that a raid of the enemy was about to be 
made trom Corinth up the valley of the Tennessee River, and requested 
to harass his movements in every possible way, I, on the 7th ultimo, 
gave orders for a portion of my troops to be in readiness to march into 
the Bear Creek country, on the line of the enemy’s movement. Infor- 
mation received soon afterward induced the belief that the enemy’s 
force at Corinth and neighboring stations was being greatly reduced, 
and, to be able to strike him the more effectually upon his base of oper- 
ations, should opportunity invite, only a scouting party was sent to Bear 
Creek, and two sections (four guns) of [J. A.] Owens’ light battery was 
ordered from Columbus to Aberdeen on the 13th, and sent thence with 
the Second Alabama Cavalry Regiment to Town Creek, 9 miles east of 
Okolona. Taking the field at the same time, and proceeding to Verona, 
I soon ascertained that a large force of the enemy was going through 
Corinth in. the direction of Northern Alabama without reducing his 
strength at Corinth, and that a considerable force was also accumulat- 
ing at La Grange and other places west of Corinth. Believing it my 
special, duty to protect, so far as I could, the rich country along the line 
of, the Mississippi and Ohio, Railroad, and the road itself, I deemed it 
unsafe to move so far to the north and east as would have been neces- 
sary to enable me to harass the enemy on his march toward Northern 
Alabama, and contented myself by requesting General Gholson to send 
100 of the best men from his State troops to break up the Memphis and 
Cincinnati Railroad between Grand Junction and Corinth. 

Having visited all my troops, as well as the State troops, at Chester- 
ville, established lines of communication, and put everything in the best 
possible state of readiness for whatever might occur, I returned toward, 
Columbus; but when within 14 miles of that place, on the 20th, was in- 
formed that a force of the enemy, rated at from fifteen hundred to as 
many thousand men, with artillery, was at Pontotoc. The most active 
measures were taken to resist his progress by the concentration of all 
my mounted troops to the west of the railroad. Capt. L. D. Sandidge, 
assistant adjutant and inspector general, with two guns upon platform 
cars, and Colonel [Thomas A.] Burgin, with a part of the State troops at 
Columbus, were sent to reconnoiter the road and to protect the railroad 
bridges across the Tibbee and Noxubee, and the public stores at Macon ; 
and Brigadier-General [John V.] Harris was instructed to order all the 
inilitia at and in the vicinity of Macon to unite with them, and to invite 
the citizens generally along the railroad line to organize for the defense 
of the towns and railroad bridges. The rapid progress of the enemy 
from Pontotoc by way of Houston led me to suppose that the first and 
principal purpose was to destroy our railroad communication by burn- 
ing the bridges over the Tibbee and Noxubee, and it was not until he had 
been thwarted in this, and was retreating northward after the attack 
upon him at Palo Alto, did [ learn that whilst we were confronting the 
enemy af one point, another column, marching to the westward, had 
proceeded to the Southern. Railroad, between Meridian and Jackson. 

This information was obtained by me at West Point, about 5 p. m. 
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the 24th. At 6p.m.a dispatch was received from Major [W. A.] Hew- 
lett, then at Aberdeen, that 1,500 of the enemy’s forces were between 
aoe and Aberdeen, threatening an immediate attack upon the latter 
place. 

Colonel [J. W.] Rogers, with the Ninth Arkansas Infantry, was sent 
to Prairie Station, 8 miles from Aberdeen, with instructions to make a 
forced march that night for its relief. This report, though so positively 
given, was without foundation, producing, however, much disquietude 
for a time, as did the report received, at 8 p. m. on the 25th, from Lieut. 
J. P. Shaw, at Macon, that, from— 
reliable source, Bankston Factory was burned by a large force of Federals that morn- 
ing, said to be 20,000 infantry and 6,000 cavalry, making their way to Southern road, 
via Louisville and Kosciusko. 

And which on investigation proved equally false. 

The retreat of the enemy from Palo Alto, the pursuit and attack upon 
him at Birmingham, with other matters of interest, is so clearly stated 
in the report of Lieutenant-Colonel [C. R.] Barteau, herewith sent,* that 
I specially commend it to your attention. Instructed by the lieutenant- 
general that it would be inexcusable to allow the enemy to escape this 
way from the Southern Railroad, scouting parties were sent in that 
direction, and orders given, on the 25th, stationing all my mounted 
troops so as to intercept him, but his movement to another quarter re- 
lieving us from the expected return this way, my command was ordered 
to positions guarding the country against enemy on the north, at which 
they had not arrived when another raid of the enemy approached from 
the direction of New Albany. ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District, 


Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 5. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C. 8S. Army, commanding 
Fifth District. 


COLDWATER BRIDGE, April 18, 1863—8 p. m. 
Enemy again left Hernando. Their statement of casualties yester- 
day—1 major, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, and 17 privates killed; between 
40 and 50 wounded. 
JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
: Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-Generat PEMBERTON. 


COLDWATER DEPOT, April 18, 1863, 
ViA SENATOBIA, [April] 19. 
Enemy reported rebuilding railroad bridge over Nonconnah, on Mem- 
phis and Tennessee Railroad, and advanced within 4 miles of Hernando 


* See Grierson’s raid, Barteau’s report, p. 538. 
36 R R—VOL XXIV, PT I 
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to-day. Reported advance on Holly Springs to-day, and repairing rail- 
road as they advance. I am concentrating my force here. ‘This is the 
provision region. Can you give me more cavalry? [J. G.] Stocks’ 
regiment and [T. N.] Waul’s cavalry did not come with McCulloch. 
JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-General. 


Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


COLDWATER, April 19, 1863. 


Enemy in Hernando last night—four regiments of infantry, six pieces 
of artillery, and 800 cavalry. In the skirmish yesterday, Col. W. C. 
Falkner lost about 40 men killed; wounded and prisoners not defi- 
nitely known. Major [G. L.] Blythe on enemy’s rear with seven small 
companies... [Robert] McCulloch not here yet. 

JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


COLDWATER, VIA SENATOBIA, April 19, 1863—11 a. m. 
Heavy skirmishing since 7 o’clock. Enemy have not yet succeeded 
in crossing Coldwater. His artillery commands the ferry. I am look- 
ing every moment for one piece of artillery. If it comes in time, 1 will 
hold this place. The enemy has advantage in position—bluff bank on 
north side, bottom on this side. Major [Robert A.] McCulloch, with 
skirmishers, has just charged the ferry, and driven back the artillery 
and cut the ferry-boat loose. 
JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


COLDWATER, VIA SENATOBIA, April 19, 1863. 
The enemy is in retreat and we are pursuing. Our loss, 1 killed and 
6 wounded. Enemy’s loss not known further than 1 dead left at the 
ferry. The odds were very heavy, and my men behaved well, though 
many were for the first time under artillery fire. 
JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


PANOLA, April 19, 1863. 
The enemy have crossed Coldwater, and still advancing. Send me 
20,000 musket caps and 20,000 sporting caps with all dispatch. 
JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


[Indorsement. ] 


General Chalmers’ officer will leave for his post to-morrow. These 
above will be forwarded by him. He has to wait till to-morrow even- 
ing for harness. If necessary, order an officer at my disposal to send 
these caps in morning. 

GEORGE UPSHUR MAYO, 
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BRIDGE OVER COLDWATER, ON HoLLy Sprines Roan, 
Via Senatobia, April 20, 1863. 
Enemy re-enforced and returned to Hernando. Unless I get help, I 
must fall back to Panola, and that gives up the provision region. My 
effective force is only 650, and about 150 more in Panola. Can you send 
Waul’s cavalry and a battery to Panola, and Stocks’ to Abbeville? 
JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


PANOLA, April 22, 1863. 
Enemy advanced from Memphis again yesterday, and about the same 
time I heard of the advance from below. I destroyed the bridge and 
ferry over Coldwater, and fell back on the flank of the same force, in- 
tending to attack them to-day, when I discovered that I had but fonr 
rounds of long-range ammunition. I fell back, and the enemy (2,000 
strong) passed on east, after plundering the country of horses and 
mules. 
JAMES ‘R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


PANOLA, April 23, 1863. 
Enemy, after passing east through [toward] Buck Snort, turned back, 
and came within 6 miles of me last night. Force estimated at 2,000, 
composed of cavalry and infantry, mounted on stolen mules and horses. 
Another force, reported same size, from Memphis, at Coldwater Depot. 
I left camp at 12 o’clock last night, and arrived here at 10 o’clock. 
Believe I can hold this place against their force, and feel confident, if 
| Leonidas] Willis and Stocks arrive in time. 
JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


PANOLA, MIss., April 23, 1863. 
Force at Coldwater Depot has not advanced; force at Buck Snort 
gone east. Ican strike the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, or I can 
get my rifled gun to Austin and destroy transports. Which would you 

prefer? : , 

JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON, 
Jackson, Miss. 


(Answer. ] 
First strike the railroad, if you are sure you can seriously incom- 


| mode or injure them. 
J. O. P. [PEMBERTON], 
LTieutenant-General, 
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Ox¥FORD, April 25, 1863. 
Advance guard arrived. Column 10 miles from here. Delayed by 
rain, darkness, and having to go off the road for forage. Will camp 
here to-night. Any news from the enemy ? 
JAMES. R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-Generat. 
General PEMBERTON. 


APRIL 19, 1863.—Skirmish at Trenton, Tenn. 


Report of Col. John K. Mizner, Third Michigan Cavalry, Chief of Cav- 
alry, District of Jackson. ie 


JACKSON, TENN., April 21, 1863. 
CAPTAIN: Capt. T. V. Quackenbush, with 23 men of the Third Mich- 
igan Cavalry, came upon a party of rebels, 25 in number, at Trenton, 
on Sunday morning (19th), routing them, and capturing 15 out of the 25. 
He was attacked in return by a party of 63, under Captains Blackmore, 
Sparks, and Thomas, all of whom he successfully repulsed, and drove 

them from the town, holding the prisoners captured, only 1 escaping. 
Additional cavalry has been sent to re-enforce Captain Quackenbush. 


Very respectfully, 
J. K. MIZNER, 


Colonel and Chief of Cavalry. 
Capt. EK. D. Mason, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 22, 1863.—Passage of the Vicksburg and Warrenton batteries by 
transports. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Adjt. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, U. 8S. Army. 

No. 2.—Col. William 8. Oliver, Seventh Missouri Infantry, commanding steamer 
Tigress. 

No. 3.—Capt. Leander B. Fisk, Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry, commanding steamer 
Anglo-Saxon. 

No. 4.--Capt. George W. Kennard, Twentieth Illinois Infantry, commanding steamer 
Horizon. 

No. 5.—Maj. Gen. M. L. Smith, C. 8. Army. 

No. 6.—Col. A. Jackson, jr., C. 8. Army. 


No. 1. 
Report of AYt. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, U. 8. Army. 


Youne’s Pornt, LA., April 23, 1863, 
VIA Mrempuis, TENN., April 25—1.30 p. m. 
Last night six steamers and twelve barges attempted to run the bat- 
teries at Vicksburg, about 11 p. m., when the moon went down. The 
first two steamers came within range, when heavy firing commenced. 
The Tigress received fifteen shots—one in the stern carrying off two 
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planks. She rounded to at Johnson’s plantation, 34 miles below Vicks- 
burg, grounded, and sank, breaking amidships. She is a total loss. 
Orew all safe. Colonel Lagow, on this steamer and in charge of all the 
boats, and the pilot then went on the Cheeseman. The Anglo-Saxon 
passed comparatively safe. The Moderator was badly cut up and had 
several wounded. She drifted by Warrenton batteries about 3 a.m. 
The Horizon passed Warrenton at daylight. The Empire City was 
totally disabled at Vicksburg, and was lashed, at Johnsow’s plantation, 
to the Cheeseman, both of which were seen to pass Warrenton, where 
the fire was heavy, shortly after daylight. . The barges designed to 
carry troops are supposed to have all passed. One pilot was mortally 
wounded in the abdomen and another person in the thigh, both of whom 
must have died shortly atter. 

General Sherman took a position at Johnson’s plantation, with medi- 
eal officers and six large .boats, to render assistance. He hailed and 
boarded the steamers, and the surgeons did what they could. One 
wounded man was landed, but it was thought best not to remove the 
others. Some five hundred shots were fired, and discharge of musketry 
was kept up along the bank of the river to pick off the men, especially 
the pilots, some of whom, to avoid being injured by splinters, had their 
pilot-houses taken down and stood exposed. The entire crews were 
taken from the troops, of whom about 500 volunteered, when the crews 
of the boats objected. Large fires were made in Vicksburg and on the 
point opposite, to light up the river. 

L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General. 

Hon. KE. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


No. 2. 


Report of Col. William S. Oliver, Seventh Missouri Infantry, command- 
ing steamer Tigress. 


NEw CARTHAGE, LA., April 24, 1863. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to make the following report as com- 
mander of the steamer Tigress, flag-ship of the fleet, which started to 
pass the batteries of Vicksburg and Warrenton on the night of April 
22: 

We started, as ordered, from the mouth of Yazoo River at 11.30 o’clock, 
the Tigress taking the lead, but had not run more than 2 or 3 miles when 
the steamer Empire City passed us. A few moments afterward the 
enemy fired their signal guns and made lights by setting fire to two 
houses on the Louisiana side, so that when opposite the city it was as 
light as day on the river, and we could see the men at their batteries 
and the streets in the city plainly. We arrived opposite the court- 
- house at 12.20 o’clock. It was here we received their heaviest fire; it 
was most terrific, they throwing a shower of missiles of all shapes and 
kinds, from Minie balls to 200-pound shot and shell; and here the 
enemy burst one of their heaviest guns in one of the streets near the 
-court-house while firing at us. As we passed, their fire cut the ropes 
and chimney guys over our heads, and shot away our extra tiller wheel, 
while shot after shot struck the cabin and texas, throwing splinters all 
around. As we heard their shots come crashing through our timbers, we 
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wondered how she could live a moment under the raining fire of shot 
and shell. 

At this point we found that the barge which was made fast on the 
Vicksburg side was drifting us with the eddy close to the batteries. I 
therefore ordered Lieutenant McBride, acting mate, to cut her loose, 
which he did, with the aid of Corporal Flanagan, under a most terrific 
fire of musketry and artillery. The noble Tigress stood all well, and 
we thought all safe, as we had passed nearly all the batteries, when she 
received a very heavy shot in the stern, which knocked away three 
knees and two planks, making an opening of at least 4 feet in her hull, 
which was reported to me by Lieutenant Smith, who had charge of the 
men in the hold, who were stationed there to put cotton bags into such 
holes as might be made by their shot. The Tigress received in all 
thirty-five shots (as near as I could judge), fourteen of which struck 
her bull, the last one causing her to fill and settle fast. 3 

The engineers set the boiler pumps at work, and I ordered the pilot 
to run her ashore on the Louisiana side, which we reached justin time, 
for she went to the bottom afew minutes after getting our line out. 
Not a man of my crew left his post until ordered so to do, the engineers 
and firemen being in water up to their knees before being relieved. I 
assembled my crew on the hurricane deck, and hailed the steamer J. W. 
Cheeseman, which came alongside. 

As ordered by you, I removed my crew on board of her. The steamer 
- Empire City also came alongside, but in a helpless condition, having 
her steam pipe cut. By the time I had removed my crew on board the 
Cheeseman, day began to break. At the request of Captain Harrison, 
and also of yourself, I took command of the Cheeseman, with the Em- 
pire City in tow, to run by the Warrenton batteries; but when near 
Warrenton, I found we could not control our boat with the other in tow, 
and was therefore forced to cut her loose and let her float. Sixteen 
shots were fired at us from the Warrenton batteries, three of which 
struck the boat, but doing us no material damage. We dropped out of 
range, and waited for the Empire City to float by, which she did without 
injury, we towing her into the channel from time to time, and escorting 
her down, arriving safely at New Carthage at 8 o’clock on the morning 
.of the 23d, having run by the batteries at Warrenton in daylight. 

I cannot speak too highly of the officers and crew of the Tigress. Not 
aman left his post, each trying to excel the other in doing his duty. 
The men remained where placed, and three times promptly extinguished 
the fires, which caught from the excessive heat near the fire doors. ; 

The following are the officers and men of the Seventh Missouri Vol- 
unteer Infantry composing the volunteer crew of the steamer Tigress: 


Col. Clark B. Lagow, aide to General Grant, commanding fleet. 

Lieut. Col. W. 8. Oliver, Seventh Missouri Infantry, commanding Tigress. 
George Britton, citizen pilot. : 

Sergt. W. T. Followell, Company E, Seventh Missouri, second pilot. 

Capt. P. D. Toomer, Company H, Seventh Missouri, chief engineer. 

Lieut. A. P. Cindel, Company D, Seventh Missouri, first assistant engineer. 
Sergt. Robert H. Menagh, Company K, Seventh Missouri, second assistant engineer. 
Lieut. D. W. McBride, Company F, Seventh Missouri, mate. 

Lieut. Henry Smith, Company E, Seventh Missouri, second mate. 


Crew (Seventh Missouri Infantry). 


Sergt. J. Fitzgerald, Company B. Private Henry Ische, Company C. 
Private Jobn Ward, Company B. Sergt. Michael Whealan, Company D. 
Private Barney Brady, Company B. Private Nathaniel Hurst, Company HE, 


Private Daniel Ryan, Company B. -| Private Buford Mullins, Company E. 
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Private William Barnett, Company E. Corpl. Patrick Flanagan, Company H, 
Private Thoseas Donnell, Company E. | Private James McGuire, Company H. 
Private James Seily, Company E. Private George H. Fairbanks, Company H. 
Sergt. E. L. Geabam, Company F. Private Eugene Sullivan, Company H. 
Sergt. Robert H. Flavell, Company F. Private Alexander D. Leal, Company H. 
Private Dennis McCarty, Company F. Corpl. Calvin Hess, Company I. 

Private George Riffle, Company F. Private John Ingle, Company I. 

Private Henry O’Neil, Company F. Private Jeremiah Fitzgerald, Company I. 
Private W. E. Pickerell, Company G. Private Patrick O’Neil, Company I. 
Private James P, Green, Company G@. Sergt. J. P. Reed, Company K. 

Private John J. Fail, Company G. Private Thomas Evans, Company K. 
Private I. N. Kimberlin, Company G. Private K. H. Cannon, Company K. 
Sergt. Joseph A. Bowman, Company H. 


Respectfully submitted. 
W. S. OLIVER, 
Ineut. Col. Seventh Missouri Infantry, Comdg. Steamer Tigress. 


Col. CLARK B. LAGow, 
Commanding Fleet. 


ADDENDA. 


QUARTERMASTER’S DEPT., TRANSPORTATION OFFICE, 
HEADQUARTERS NEAR VICKSBURG, 
Office on board Steamer H. Von Phul, April 22, 1863. 
CAPTAIN OF STEAMER: 

Str: You will have your boat in readiness at 9 o’clock this evening, 
in the middle of the river, at Young’s Point, ready to move at the signal 
given by me. I will be alongside, and give the signal in person to each 
boat. ‘The line of boats will be as follows: Tigress (flagship), Empire 
City, Moderator, J. W. Cheeseman, Anglo-Saxon, and Horizon. You 
will have your crew in their proper places, with instructions to remain 
at their posts. This is an important movement, and I trust every officer 
and man will do his duty. 

Col. Clark B. Lagow, aide-de-camp to General Grant, is on board the 
Tigress, and will take charge of the fleet under way. 


Yours, respectfully, _ 
GEO. W. GRAHA 
Commanding Fleet, 
By CHAS. ©. CARROLL, JR. 


No. 3. 


Report of Capt. Leander B. Fisk, Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry, command. 
ing steamer Anglo-Saxon. 


STEAMER ANGLO-SAXON, 
New Carthage, La. 


Sm: I have the honor to report, in compliance with orders, the 
steamer Anglo-Saxon running the Vicksburg batteries on the night of 
the 22d of April, 1863. After leaving the Yazoo River, we floated down 
until near the upper batteries; then, putting on all the steam she would 
allow, we passed the upper battery, receiving a shot in her bow, cutting 
loose the barge, which caused the boat to sheer to the Louisiana shore, 
and strike the bank opposite the city. We then cut the barge loose 
from the stern and rounded back on her, and headed down stream, 
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when we received a shot through the starboard engine, entirely disabling 
it; at the same time one through the pilot-house, knocking the pilot 
(Charles Evans) out of the house, stunning him considerably, when pilots 
J. Kendall and H.C. Hess took the wheel, and found it uncontrollable. 
The boat then being entirely disabled, we let her float by the batteries, 
receiving about thirty shots at various places. The jack-staff and gal- 
lows frame was shot away; also one shot through the roof and chimney, 
one carrying away chalk-bitts line and chain, one through the office and 
cook house, and several through the cabin. We also received shell, 
canister, and musket shots. When opposite our pickets, were ordered 
to round to. We cast anchor, but the stocks being shot away, would 
not hold the boat. We hailed the boats lying to at that point for assist- 
ance, when the steamer Horizon was sent to our aid, but could not reach 
us until in range of the Warrenton battery, when she rounded to and 
left us. We floated by the battery (just before daylight), receiving but 
little damage, they only firing six shots at us. <aey 

After sunrise we were overhauled by the steamer Horizon, and taken 
in tow until in sight of New Carthage, when we were cut loose and 
floated until taken in tow by the Silver Wave and landed at this place, 
and reported to Major-General McClernand; the officers and men all 
standing firmly to their posts while passing the batteries, with bravery 
and coolness. The pilots and engineers handled the boat with great 
skill and bravery, none leaving their posts until she was entirely dis- 
abled, then putting out all the fire and light. Some of the men took 
the yawl for shore, fearing the boilers would burst and she would sink, 
all of whom have returned but two (J. H. Miller and A. B. Turner), who 
are supposed to be drowned. 

Respectfully submitted. 

L. Bu. FISK, 
Captain Forty-jifth Illinois Infantry, Commanding the Boat. 


Col. CLARK B. LAacow, 
Commanding the Fleet. 


No. 4. 


Report of Capt. George W. Kennard, Twentieth Illinois Infantry, com- 
manding steamer Horizon. 


STEAMER HORIZON, 
New Carthage, La., April 23, 1863. 

COLONEL: Ihave the honor to report that, in compliance with Special 
Orders, No. 111, Headquarters Department of the Tennessee, the steamer 
Horizon, leaving Milliken’s Bend at 9 p. m., 22d instant, steamed down 
the Mississippi to the mouth of the Yazoo River, where she remained in 
the channel until signaled to pass the Vicksburg batteries, then steamed 
slowly down to the bend, where she put on a full head of steam. In 
passing the first battery she received two shots, one through her der- 
rick and one through her smoke-stack, larboard side. At the second 
battery she received two shots through her bulkhead. At the next bat- 
tery she received two shots on hurricane deck, and, in all, while under 
fire passing Vicksburg batteries, about fifteen or sixteen shots, all for- 
ward and above boiler deck, except one through her cabin midships. 
When arriving below our pickets, she hailed the steamer Moderator and 
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found she was disabled, and attempted to go to her assistance, but, 
being unable to reach her, passed down to within 2 miles of the Warren- 
ton battery, and landed where the flag-ship had gone down, at which 
time the Anglo-Saxon was seen floating by in a disabled condition. The 
Horizon being ordered to bring her in, followed her till within range of 
Warrenton battery, drawing their fire, while the Anglo-Saxon floated 
by’almost unnoticed, when she returned to the Tigress, and was ordered 
to pass Warrenton battery and report at New Carthage. 

At daylight the Horizon had passed the battery, it firing seventeen 
rounds, none doing any damage except the last, which struck the wheel 
rudder, larboard side, damaging it considerably. When out of range 
of Warrenton battery, the Horizon came up with the Anglo-Saxon, took 
her in tow, and floated down within signaling distance of New Carthage, 
and having given the proper signals, cut loose from the Anglo-Saxon, 
which was then taken in tow by steamer Silver Wave, sent out from New 
Carthage. The Horizon then steamed up and reported to General J. A. 
McClernand, at New Carthage. 

The only casualty on board the Horizon was Private [George] Me- 
Elvain, Company B, Twenty-third Indiana, slightly wounded in the head. 

i am pleased to say that while we were under fire every man was at 
his post doing his duty. Tach is deserving credit for coolness and good 
conduct. I take great pleasure in recommending to you for favor the 
names of Lieutenant [James D.] Vernay, Eleventh Lllinois Infantry, 
Lieutenant [Jesse] Roberds, Thirty-first Hlinois Infantry, Nathan Col- 
lins, Second Indiana Cavalry, and James H. Curts, Twenty-third Indiana 
Infantry, each of whom stood at his post and discharged his duties while 
under fire with a coolness and courage which deserves much praise. 
Pilots Collins and Curts, and P. Vancil, Vhirty-first Illinois Infantry 
(mate), are each of them experienced river men, and are also trusty and 
reliable. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. KENNARD, 
Captain Twentieth Illinois, Commanding Steamer Horizon. 


Col. CLARK B. LAGOW, Commanding Fleet. 


No. 5. 
Report of Maj. Gen. M. L. Smith, C. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS SMITH’s DIVISION, 
Vicksburg, Miss., April 25, 1863. 
Magor: I have the honor to transmit the inclosed report of Colonel 
[A.] Jackson, [jr.,] with indorsement by Brigadier-General [S. D.] Lee, 
regarding the passage of our batteries by the enemy’s boats on the 
night of the 22d instant. The report and indorsement embody all the 
positive information obtained. The pickets, under Captain [C. J.] Fos- 
ter, Twenty-seventh Louisiana Volunteers, and three men from the 
First Tennessee Artillery, sent across the river to fire the houses, per- 
formed their duty with great daring and success. : 
Thave the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. L. SMITH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Maj. J. J. REEVE, Assistant Adjutant-Gexeral. 


e 
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No. 6. 
Report of Col. A, Jackson, jr., 0. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS RIVER BATTERIES, 
Vicksburg, April 23, 1863, 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
passage of the enemy’s gunboats and the firing of the batteries under 
my comwand last night: 

The alarm was given at 11.30 p. m., and, soon after, a boat appeared 
rounding the point above, and was followed by five others at short in- 
tervals. The first two cone side-wheel, the others stern-wheel trans- 
ports, all small, light-draught boats, well protected at the sides by 
barges loaded with coal, bales of hay, or cotton. Their boilers and 
machinery were also protected by cotton-bales. Fire was opened upon 
each in succession as she came in view, and continued with spirit and 
accuracy until they were out of range. All the transports were riddled, 
and the escape of any seemed miraculous, considering the number of 
large projectiles sent crushing through them. One of them ran into 
the Louisiana shore opposite Wyman’s hill battery, and was abandoned 
by her men, and floated down the river apparently in a disabled con- 
dition; another was also badly damaged, and flouted down with the 
current. The atmosphere was hazy and close, and the smoke settled 
down over the river, often completely concealing and obscuring the 
boats, and rendering it almost impossible to fire with accuracy. This 
was, however, in a measure obviated while houses across the river 
were burning. The 10-inch columbiad, commanded by Captain [J. P.] 
Lynch, jumped the pintle at the twelfth discharge, but was remounted 
in a short time, and is now ready for action. One man was killed and 
2 others were badly wounded by a premature discharge of Major [F. 
N.] Ogden’s 10-inch columbiad. This accident, it is thought, was oc- 
casioned by the inferior cartridge-bags furnished. ‘The friction-tubes 
were, as usual, a great source of annoyance, and caused much delay in 
firing almost every shell, frequently five, six, and eight failing in suc- 
cession. 

There were three hundred and ninety-one shots fired in all. 

Very respectfully, 
A. JACKSON, JR., 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. J. G. DEVEREUX, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Indorsement.] 


Respectfully transmitted. 

All the boats were struck, and repeatedly, and more or less damaged. 
One boat is visible this morning, sunk, her smoke-stacks and the upper 
part of her wheel-houses being visible. Another boat is believed to 
have been sunk, as two of them were disabled, their machinery having 
failed before passing the city. The river was well lighted up by the 
burning houses opposite the city, in De Soto. The firing was generally 
good, though much interfered with by the smoke of the guns settling 
in front of the batteries. 


STEPHEN D. LEE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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APRIL 25-29, 1863.—Expedition to Hard Times Landing, La., with skir- 
mishes (26th) at Phelps’ and Clark’s Bayous, and (28th) at Choctaw 
Bayou, or Lake Bruin. 


Report of Col. James Keig<win, Korty-ninth Indiana Infantry, command- 
ing Detachment of Ninth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps.* 


Bia BLACK RIvER Brive#, Miss., 
May 30, 1863. 

Caprain: I have the honor to submit the following report: 

On April 24, I received orders to be in readiness to command a de- 
tachment of the Ninth Division, for the purpose of making a reconnais- 
sance on the Lake Saint Joseph road to a point opposite the mouth of 
Bayou Pierre, for the purpose of ascertaining whether a practicable 
road could be found at or near that point that would let us in position 
on the flank or in rear of Grand Gulf; also for the purpose of captur- 
ing or dispersing the command of Major [I. F'.] Harrison, which was on 
this road. 

On the morning of the 25th, at 6 o’clock, I left camp at Perkins’ plan- 
tation, La. The detachment consisted of the Forty-ninth Indiana Vol- 
unteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Thornton commanding; One hundred and 
fourteenth Ohio, Colonel Cradlebaugh; a detachment of the Second 
Illinois Cavalry, Major Bush commanding, and one section of Captain 
Lanphere’s Michigan battery, Lieutenant Stillman commanding. We 
moved on the Lake Saint Joseph road about 4 miles; we came to Holt’s 
Bayou, and found that the rebels had burned the bridge. I detailed 100 
men from each of the infantry regiments to assist Lieutenant-Colonel 
Beekman, of the One hundred and twentieth Ohio Infantry, who had 
been sent with us for the purpose of building bridges. 

We soon had our men at work, and in a few hours had a bridge across 
the bayou, which was about 80 feet wide. I moved the cannon across 
and marched about 1 miie, and came to Durossette Bayou, which ‘is 
about 120 feet wide, and was bank-full, with a stiff current. The bridge 
having been burned by the rebels a few days before, I detailed Lieut. 
James Fullyard, of the Forty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, to superintend 
the building of the bridge, which I found would have to be well built, 
on account of the strength of the current and width of the stream, and 
by the skillful management and industry of Lieutenant Fullyard and 
his men he completed the bridge that night and had all things ready 
for us to cross next morning. 

At 5 o’clock on the morning of the 26th, we crossed the bridge and 
movedon. Ilefta guard of 1 sergeant and 10 men at each bridge to pre- 
- vent any small party of the rebels from destroying them. We marched 
about 5 miles over a beautiful road, and came in sight of Phelps’ Bayou, 
where we found the bridge had just been burned, and a rebel picket 
standing on the opposite side of the bayou, and between this and Clark’s 
Bayou, which was only about 400 yards distant, on the opposite side of 
which I discovered Major Harrison’s command, consisting of about 400 
cavalry and four pieces of artillery. My advance guard fired a few shots 
at the rebel pickets, which drove them from the neck of land between 
the two bayous. I ordered my artillery forward, and threw a few shells 
into the rebel camp, which caused them to saddle up and leave in the 
greatest confusion. They left a few dismounted men under the cover of 
a hedge near the bank of the bayou, who kept up a fire on us until I sent 
two companies of infantry across to drive them away, which caused quite 


*See map with Tunica’s report (No.8), p. 188, 
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a skirmish, lasting about one hour. The two companies of infantry 
finally succeeded in driving them from their cover, with a loss, on the 
part of the rebels, of 1 man. | 

As soon as the skirmishers were over, I immediately prepared to build 
the two bridges, which I found would take a great deal longer than it 
had to build the two former ones, as the bayous were much wider and 
current much stronger. I detailed Captain Peckinpaugh, of the Forty- 
ninth Indiana Volunteers, to superintend the building of these bridges, 
and I must compliment him for the good judgment displayed in working 
his men to the best advantage. We were not so well supplied with tools 
as we should have been for the task, and had not a rope or anything 
necessary for building the bridges after they were put in thestream. I 
detailed a few men from the cavalry, who in a short time, from their ex- 
perience in foraging, had a supply of ropes and tools. It required all 
of the 26th and 27th to complete these two bridges. 

I sent Major Hawhe, with two companies of the Forty-ninth Indiana 
and two from the One hundred and fourteenth Ohio, to cross Clark’s 
Bayou and make a reconnaissance afew miles in our front, which he did 
in a successful manner. He found that Harrison had left the road to 
Hard Times Landing and crossed Choctaw Bayou, which empties into 
Lake Bruin about 2 miles from the road that we were to march on the 
next day. 

We completed the bridges on the 27th, and I received orders from 
you to be at Hard Times Landing early the next day. 

I left our bivouac on the morning of the 28th, leaving a sergeant 
and 10 men at each of the bridges as a guard. I sent two companies 
of cavalry, under command of Major Marsh, to leave the road and find 
out whether Harrison was still in the position he held the evening 
previous. I soon received word from him that he had found the enemy, 
and that he could not move him from the point he held. I immedi- 
ately sent Major Bush in that direction. He had not been gone but a 
_ Short time until I heard artillery firing. I left the road with my com- 
mand, determined to drive him from the point he held, for I was fear- 
ful that as soon as we passed he would recross the bayou. and destroy 
the bridges we had just built. I moved on, and soon came in sight of 
my cavalry, which were held at bay by the enemy’s artillery. J halted 
my command, and went forward to reconnoiter and find out the position 
of the enemy, and found he had his four pieces of artillery in position. 
I found that Choctaw Bayou was a small stream about 60 feet wide. 
On the point of land into the angle where the bayou connected witb 
Lake Bruin he had four pieces of artillery in battery. The only ap- 
proach I had to the point was over a field that was open, and without 
stump or tree that would cover my skirmishers, with Lake Bruin on 
my left and the backwater from the bayou on my right, which left a 
strip of land about 500 yards wide and narrowing down to about 200 
yards at the point and on the opposite side from the enemy’s battery. 
His battery was supported on the right and left by his cavalry, which 
made quite a formidable appearance. I found that I could not use my 
infantry or cavalry to any advantage. At first I had my doubts whether 
with my two pieces [had that I could move him from his position. I 
formed my two regiments of infantry in column of divisions, and de- 
ployed four companies forward as skirmishers, and placed one piece of 
artillery on the bank of the lake, where it had a fine range, and in open 
view of the enemy’s battery. The other piece I posted in the field, 
where it had an excellent range. I then ordered Lieutenant Stillman 
to open fire upon them with his artillery, and advanced my line of ‘skir- 
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mishers, and the enemy opened fire with his battery, but did us no damage, 
his shots passing over my command. After afew shots from our pieces, 
he moved his cavalry out of range of our shells, and in about one hour 
from the time our artillery opened on him he limbered up and left the 
ground in a hurry. We followed as far as we could for the bayou and 
then halted. 

Having no orders to bridge this bayou, and it being off of our line’ 
of march, and from all appearances the enemy had fled from our view, 
I returned to the road with my command, and there bivouacked for the 
night. I sent the cavalry on to Hard Times Landing, to report to you, 
having learned of your arrival during the day. 

On the morning of the 29th instant we continued our march to the 
landing, arriving there at 8 a.m. There I received orders from the 
general to send the section of artillery to General Burbridge and the 
regiments to report to their former commanders, which they did in a 
short time, and were on board the transports, ready to assist in the at- 
tack on Grand Gulf. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of all the officers and men in the 
detachment, they being ever ready to assist in all the labors of building 
bridges, and so forth, and were ever ready to obey any command, and 
all seemed, when we came in sight of the enemy, to be ready for any 
emergency. I cannot but feel indebted to Lieutenant Stillman and his 
men for their bravery and skill. J scarcely ever witnessed as fine artil- 
lery shooting. 

To Captain Peckinpaugh and Lieutenant Fullyard, of the Forty-ninth 
Indiana, I was indebted for the speedy construction of the bridges across 
the bayous and for aiding me in all the duties I had to perform on‘the 
trip. 

I will say, in conclusion, that a good road was found all the way 
around to near the mouth of Bayou Pierre, and, as I have since learned, 
the most of the army that crossed the river after us marched on the 
road and bridges we had constructed. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES KEIGWIN, 
Colonel, Commanding Detachment. 
Capt. J. W. THOMPSON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Ninth Division. 


APRIL 29, 1863.—Bombardment of Grand Gulf, Miss., and passage of the 
batteries. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Ezra P. Jackson, Fifty-eighth Ohio Infantry. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Gen. John C. Pemberton, C. 8. Army. 

No. 3.—Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C. 8. Army. 

No. 4.—Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen, C. 8. Army. 


No. 1. 
Report of Maj. Hera P. Jackson, Fifty-eighth Ohio Infantry. 


U. S. ORDNANCE STEAMER GREAT WESTERN, 
Near Vicksburg, May 22, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report to you that the following companies 
of this command were in action in the bombardment of Grand Gulf, 
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Miss., April 29, 1863: Companies A, B, D, F, G, H, and K—being at 
present detached to service on the gunboat fleet, under command of 
Actg. Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, as follows: 

Companies A and B, on the U.S. gunboat Mound City; Company D, 
on the U.S. gunboat Carondelet; Companies F and G, on the U.S. gun- 
boat Benton; Company H, on the U.S. gunboat Pittsburg, and Com- 
pany K, on the U.S. gunboat Louisville. Fae an 4 

The loss of the different companies of this regiment participating in 
action is as follows:* 

I have the honor to report the above statement as correct. Being that 
this regiment is at present on detached service, reports from the dif- 
ferent companies are not received without some delay, which is the 
reason for not sending in this report sooner. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. P. JACKSON, 
Major, Commanding. 
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY, : 
Washington, D. C. 


No; 2; 
Report of Lieut. Gen. John O. Pemberton, C. 8S. Army. 


JACKSON, April 29, [1863.] 
Six gunboats, averaging ten guns each, opened a terrific fire upon our 
batteries at Grand Gulf at 7 a. m., and continued without intermission 
six hours and a half, when they withdrew. Several boats apparently 
damaged; one, disabled, lying on Louisiana shore below. Our loss, 3 
killed, including Colonel { William] Wade, General Bowen’s chief of ar- 
tillery; 120r15 wounded. Repairs are being made, expecting a renewal 
of attack to-morrow. Transports loaded with troops in sight, but in- 
active. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 
General S. CooPER. 


No. 3. 
Reports of Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C. S. Army. 


VICKSBURG, April 28, 1863. 


The men will be ready to move promptly to cross the Mississippi. 
Both gunboats and transports must pass the batteries at Grand Gulf. 
Our army large enough to defend itself on this side; would consume 
much time in crossing. 

As it is not known what force has been withdrawn from this front, it 
is not improbable that the force opposite Grand Gulf is there to lay 
waste the country on that side, and a feint to withdraw troops from a 
main attack here. I venture to express the hope that the troops will 


*Nominal list, omitted, shows 1 enlisted man killed; 1 officer and 17 enlisted men 
wounded. 
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not be removed far until further developments below render it certain 
that they will cross in force. 
C. L. STEVENSON, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


VICKSBURG, April 29, 1863. 
The line to Grand Gulf is broken. Heavy firing in that direction, 
under the circumstances, has induced me to start a re-enforcement. 
Hight boats, loaded with troops from our front, are now moving up 
Yazoo. The display made in moving them showed a desire to attract 
our attention. 
C. L. STEVENSON, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON, Jackson. 


No. 4. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. John 8. Bowen, C. 8. Army. 


GRAND GULF, April 29, 1863. 
Six gunboats, averaging ten guns, have been bombarding my batter- 
ies terrifically since 7 a.m. They pass and repass the batteries at the 
closest ranges. I cannot tell the effect of our shots. Six transports in 
sight, loaded with troops, but stationary. My loss as yet only 2 killed. 
The batteries, especially the lower ones, are badly torn to pieces. I can- 
not tell the result, but think that re enforcements would hardly reach 
me in time to aid in the defense if they attempt to land. 
JNO. 8S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General. 
General PEMBERTON. 
. GRAND GULF, April 29, 1863. 
After six hours and a half of continued firing, the gunboats have re- 
tired. They fired about 3,000 shot and shell, temporarily disabling one 
gun. Our loss is 3 killed and 12 or15 wounded. Apparently we injured 
two of their boats; damage unknown. Col. William Wade, of the ar- 
tillery, one of the bravest and best of my command, was killed at his 


post. 
The men behaved like veterans (as they are), and are now hard at 


work preparing for another attack. 
JNO. S. BOWEN, 


Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


GRAND GULF, April 29, 1863. 


One disabled gunboat, after endeavoring unsuccessfully to go up the 
river, now lies about 3 miles below, by the Louisiana shore. 
JNO. 8. BOWEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 
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GRAND GULF, April 30, 1863. 


Send me cartridge-bags, shot, and shell for Grayson’s gun. Also 
10-pounder Parrott ammunition. Major [G. U.] Mayo knows caliber. 
Wirt Adams has met the cavalry raid near Fayette and drove them to- 
ward Brookhaven. Dispositions for the morning perfected. Troops in 


fine spirits. 
JNO. 8S. BOWEN, 
Brigadter- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


ADDENDA. 
JACKSON, April 29, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN 8. BOWEN, Grand Gulf: 
In the name of the army, I desire to thank you and your troops for 
your gallant conduct to-day. Keep up the good work by every effort 
to repair damages to-night. Yesterday I warmly recommended you for 
a major-generalcy. I shall renew it. 
; J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


APRIL 29-MAY 1, 1863.—Demonstration on Haynes’ and Drumgould’s 
Bluffs, or engagement at Snyder’s Mill, Miss. 


RHPORTS.* 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. S. Army, commanding Fifteenth Army 
Corps. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Louis Hébert, C. 8. Army. 


No. 1. 


Report of Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. 8. Army, commanding 
Fifteenth Army Corps. 


On BoarD FLAG-sHIP BLACK HAWK, 
Below Haynes’ Bluff, May 1, 1863. 


DEAR GENERAL: Am this moment in receipt of yours from below 
Grand Gulf.t Have sent orders for Steele’s and Tuttle’s divisions to 
move to Perkins’, and shall follow to-morrow. We will be there as 
soon as possible. 

Tuttle will move by the new road, and Steele by Richmond. 

Yesterday the new Choctaw, followed by all the other gunboats and 
our transports, approached the Bluff. We kept up a heavy fire, which 
was returned by the enemy. The Choctaw was struck fifty-three times, 
but her injuries are not in any vital part. Strange to say, no one was 
hurt. The De Kalb also was uninjured. The Tyler caught one shot 
on her water-line, which is repaired. I disembarked the command at 
Blake’s negro quarters, and made disposition as for attack, which was 
kept up till after dark, drawing heavy fire. 


“See also Sherman’s report of engagement at Jackson, &c. For reports of Lieut. 
Commanders K. R. Breese, James M. Pritchett, Frank M. Ramsay, and John G. 
Walker, U. 8. Navy, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863. 
+See Grant to Sherman, April 29, in ‘‘ Correspondence, ete,” Part If, p. 246, 
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To-day J have felt all the paths and levees back, the ground, except 
the levees, being all under water still; and at 3 p. m. we will open 
another cannonade to prolong the diversion, and keep it up till after 
dark, when we shall drop down to Chickasaw, and so on back to camp. 

To-morrow I will move Blair’s division up to Milliken’s Bend, just 
below your headquarters, and with Steele’s and Tuttle’s divisions will 
obey your order and reach Perkins’. I hear the enemy has crossed over 
to Biggs’ plantation in yawls, doubtless to see what we are about. They 
will not find out much. The road to Richmond cannot be reached from 
Biggs’ on account of the overflow. 

All our regimental wagons must be on the road, which will leave me 
without wagons, but I will get to Perkins’ somehow. Steele will write 
you all of interest from Milliken’s. 

All well with us here, and I do not apprehend any serious loss in the 
cannonade proposed for this p.m. I want to prolong the diversion as 
much as possible in your favor. 

In haste, . 
SHERMAN, 


General GRANT. 


No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Louis Hebert, C. S. Army. 


Hpgrs. SECOND Dist., Depr. oF Miss. AND E. La., 
Vicksburg, May 11, 1863. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Sir: Herewith I transmit to you, with my approval, the report of 
Brigadier-General Hébert of the engagement with the enemy at Snyder’s 
Mill, April 30 and May 1, 1863. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. FORNEY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure. ] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Snyder's Mill, May 4, 1863. 
'Magor: I have the honor to report that on April 20 a fleet of. the 
enemy’s gunboats and transports descended the Yazoo River as far as 
the mouth of Chickasaw Bayou. 

On the 30th, in the morning, the fleet advanced, and by 10.15 a. im. 
the gunboats engaged our batteries and commenced shelling our lines of 
works; the transports in the mean time, landing below out of reach of 
our guns, disembarked infantry. The position assumed by the gunboats 
only permitted our batteries to engage the leading iron-clad Choctaw at 
a distance of about 2,000 yards. At 2.30 p. m. this boat had been so 
injured as to be compelled to draw out of the fight for repairs, and.our 
firing against the boats ceased. During the afternoon the enemy’s in- 
. fantry were seen to advance along the river in front of our left. A few 
’ shots from our guns on our left wing soon made them desist, and although 
the shelling continued until dark, the enemy’s troops (with the excep- 

tion of skirmishers) fell back to their transports, and all became quiet 
for the night. As the boats ascended the river, our pickets had fallen 
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back to our lines, except the Third Regiment Louisiana Infantry, which 
maintained its advanced position along a cross levee, where they re- 
mained until about 4 p. m., having left a lientenant and 9 men on the 
immediate river bank until the leading gunboats had passed up. This 
small party opened wusketry on the boat, and were finally driven back 
by a body of skirmishers landed from her. 

In this skirmish Lieutenant [J. R.] Cottingham, commanding our 
small party, was severely wounded and captured. Two privates of the 
Twenty-first Infantry, managing the heavy batteries, were severely 
wounded by a shell, one losing his leg by after amputation, and the 
other having two ribs broken and the flesh torn from his side. Our 
batteries suffered no injury on April 30. 

During the night of the 30th, a few additional guns were added to 
our batteries on the left, and one additional gunboat and four transports 
joined the-enemy’s fleet by 12 m., May 1. During the forenoon two 
recobnoitering parties, one on each bank of the river, approached our 
batteries; a few well-directed shots drove them back. At 3p. m. the 
enemy opened arapid and terrific bombardment on our batteries on the 
left, which continued without abatement until 7.30 p. m., when all 
firing ceased. The shelling of the enemy was at times general along 
our entire line. For some time our guns replied and with good effect, 
forcing all the boats to fall back and the transports to retire out of 
range. 

The day’s fight resulted in no casualties on the Confederate side. 
One of our guns was slightly injured by its own recoil, but was easily 
repaired in the night. 

On the Ist, a deserter rode directly from the enemy’s line through 
his pickets to our front, and delivered himself into our hands. 

In the night of May 2, the enemy completely withdrew, and by day- 
light not a boat was left in the Yazoo River. From observation and 
information, the eneiy’s armed boats consisted of the gunboats Choc- 
taw, De Kalb, and Black Hawk, three of the musquito fleet (Nos. 1, 3, 
and 8), and three mortar-boats. The transports are known to have 
been over twelve in number. 

During the bombardment the infantry and light artillery of our forces 
remained near their respective positions in the intrenchments, and 
awaited with eager spirit and coolness the attack of the foe. Our troops 
in the heavy batteries acted with ull commendable gallantry. Indeed, 
it is my duty to report my complete satisfaction with the conduct of all 
the officers and soldiers of my command. The major-general command- 
ing district, while present, can have seen that there existed no alarm or 
even trepidation among our troops. 

Casualties.—lieutenant Cottingham, Third Louisiana Infantry, se- 
verely wounded and captured; Corpl. F. Haggerty, Company D, 
Twenty-first Louisiana Infantry (heavy batteries), loss of leg by wound 
and amputation; Private D. Houston, Company C, of Twenty-first Lou- 
isiana Infantry (heavy batteries), severely and dangerously wounded 
in the side. 

Herewith please find reports of the different officers.* 

Iam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LOUIS HEBERT, 
Brigadier- General. 
Maj. S. Croom, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Dist., Dept. of Miss, and. B. La. 


* Not found, 
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APRIL 29-MAY 5, 1863.—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., into Northern 
Mississippi. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavalry, commanding Cavalry Brigade. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. 8. Army, commanding First Military District. 


No. 1. 


Report of Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavalry, commanding Cav- 
alry Brigade. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., May 5, 1863. 

CAPTAIN: Complying with Brigadier-General Smith’s orders, left La 
Grange on the morning of April 29, 1863, with the Second Iowa Cavalry, 
Sixth Iowa Infantry (mounted), Fourth Illinois Cavalry, four 10-pounder 
guns, and 80 men of the West Tennessee Cavalry—in all, an effective 
force of 1,300 men—to attack the forces of the enemy concentrating at 
New Albany and Pontotoc, to intercept the supposed return of Colonel 
Grierson. Marched 38 miles, and camped south of Ripley. 

Learning that General Chalmers (Confederate), with a force of 1,500 
men and one piece of artillery, had encamped at New Albany, and 
would dispute the passage of the Tallahatchee, passed at this point by 
two bridges, each about 200 feet in length, on the morning of the 30th, 
threw forward a detachment toward the bridges, moving with the main 
body to the crossing at Lee’s Mills, 8 miles above, on the Tallahatchee. 
Coming upon their pickets at this point, captured a lieutenant and 1 
private, and immediately pushed for the rear and flank of the enemy. 
Coming upon the trail of the enemy, I supposed it was the main body 
moving toward Okolona, but afterward learned that a regiment of the 
enemy had been sent to Okolona to mislead me, while the main body 
crossed the bridges, going north, burning them and King’s Bridge, 6 
miles below, on the stream. 

On May 1, pushed rapidly toward Okolona, through Chesterville, 
coming occasionally upon the enemy, and, capturing a few prisoners, 
camped south of Tupelo that night. 

May 2, moved toward Okolona, the enemy burning bridges in our ad- 
vance, until we reached the Chiwapa, 6 miles from Okolona, which was 
soimpassable, being swollen, and the bridge, an important one, destroyed, 
that I was obliged to move up the stream in a northwestern direction 12 
miles, to effect a crossing, where I camped, throwing out detachments 
to examine the crossings. There I learned that General Chalmers, the 
day before, had moved north to my rear, and then recrossed the Talla- 
hatchee at Rocky Ford, going soath, and was moving on Pontotoc. I 
immediately took up line of march at dark toward Pontotoc, marching 
nearly all night in a rain-storm, hoping to come upon him at this point. 
When within 6 miles of Pontotoc, my scouts informed me that Chalmers 
had again taken flight hurriedly for Grenada. 

Learning there could be no doubt of Colonel Grierson having moved 
rapidly to Baton Rouge, on May 3 took up my line of march toward La 
Grange, arriving here on the 5th of May, bringing in about 400 captured 
- stock and 20 prisoners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. Wittiam H. Morean, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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No. 2. 


- Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, 0. S. Army, commanding First 
Military District. 


OKOLONA, Miss., May 13, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report, for the information of the lieutenant- 
general commanding, that during the night of the 1st instant I received 
information, by telegraph, that a raid of the enemy was coming from the 
direction of New Albany toward Okolona, and I proceeded by the morn- 
ing train to that point, and, on arrival (about 4 p. m.), information re- 
ceived indicated that the previous reports were without foundation. I, 
however, ordered the troops in the vicinity to prepare immediately for 
the field, with the view of meeting any contingency. ‘The previous dis- 
position of troops had been made with the special object of intercepting 
the enemy’s return from his raid to the Southern Railroad. 

About 9 p. m. I received information that the enemy were actually 
in the district north of the Chiwapa, and ordered the troops to be in 
readiness to march at 3 o’clock on the following morning. This direc- 
tion was given in conformity with an understanding with General Ghol- 
son, commanding a few State troops, then some 2 miles in advance of 
Okolona, that he would join me if my troops could be in readiness to , 
march at that time. Of this there was reasonable doubt, on account 
of previous harassing marches of a portion of the troops separated from 
their supplies. The condition of the troops and the inclemency of the 
weather prevented the assembling and the execution of the order with 
the required promptitude. In the mean time the enemy was repre- 
sented as moving south of Verona, toward Camargo, a point some 9 
miles east of this place, with the supposed purpose of attacking either 
Aberdeen or Okolona from that point, which rendered it necessary to 
take measures of precaution before moving in an opposite direction 
with my cavalry. To meet this requirement, I caused Colonel [J. W.] 
Rogers’ regiment of Arkansas troops, which I brought from West Point 
to this station, to disembark from the train for the defense of the rail- 
road and town, although then under orders to proceed to Meridian, 
which, in conjunction with Captain Owens’ light battery, ordered from 
Aberdeen, was deemed a sufficient protection. This arrangement ef- 
fected with my troops, I moved before daylight, and, joined by General 
Gholson with some 200 State troops, proceeded, after some delay await- 
ing the arrival of Colonel [J.] Cunningham’s regiment and expected in- 
formation of the enemy, to the nortnwest, with the view of getting upon 
the enemy’s flank or rear, and thus cutting off his retreat, having rea- 
sonable expectation of being joined during the day or succeeding night 
by Brigadier-General Chalmers, a direct movement on the shortest 
line toward the then supposed position of the enemy being hazardous, 
in consequence of extensive and almost impracticable swamps interven- — 
ing and in his immediate front. This junction was deemed desirable on 
account of the smallness of my fighting force, with its inferior arms and 
the reported strength of the enemy. : 

After having marched some 12 or 14 miles, I received intelligence, at 
about 3 p.m., that the enemy, returning from the direction of Camargo, 
had retreated precipitately early during the night previous, and had 
already so far advanced as to preclude the hope of overtaking him. 

The enemy was believed to have numbered some 1,500 mounted men, 
with four pieces of artillery. To plunder and waste the country was , 
apparently the object of his expedition. 
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On the following morning, I moved my forces to Verona, Tupelo, and 
vicinity, having sent, the evening before, Colonel Rogers’ regiment of 
Arkansas troops to Meridian, and General Gholson’s State troops pro- 
ceeded toward Chesterville. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


Maj. R. W. MeEmMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MAY 1, 1868.—Battle of Port Gibson, or Thompson’s Hill, Miss. 
REPORTS.* 


No. 1.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces. 
No. 2.—Col. John G. Fonda, One hundred and eighteenth Ilinois Infantry, First 
Brigade, Ninth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps. 
No. 3.—Col. James Keigwin, Forty-ninth Indiana Infantry. 
No. 4.—Maj. Hugh W. Adams, Seventh Kentucky Infantry. 
No. 5.—Col. Marcus M. Spiegel, One hundred and twentieth Ohio Infantry. 
No. 6.—Col. Lionel A. Sheldon, Forty-second Ohio Infantry, commanding Second 
; Brigade. 
No. 7.—Capt. Charles H. Lanphere, Seventh Michigan Battery. 
No. 8.—Lieut. Charles B. Kimball, First Wisconsin Battery. 
No. 9.—Col. Theodore E. Buehler, Sixty-seventh Indiana Infantry, First Brigade, 
Tenth Division, including operations April 14—May 22. 
No. 10.—Col. Friend S. Rutherford, Ninety-seventh Illinois Infantry, Second Brigade. 
No. 11.—Brig. Gen. Alvin P. Hovey, U.S. Army, commanding Twelfth Division, in- 
cluding operations since April 14. 
No. 12.—Brig. Gen. George F. McGinnis, U. 8. Army, commanding First Brigade. 
No. 13.—Col. Daniel Macauley, Eleventh Indiana Infantry. 
No. 14.—Col. James R. Slack, Forty-seventh Indiana Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 
No. 15.—Lieut. Col. John A. McLaughlin, Forty-seventh Indiana Infantry. 
No. 16.—Lieut. James G. Strong, adjutant Twenty-eighth Iowa Infantry. 
*No. 17.—Brig. Gen. Eugene A. Carr, U. S. Army, commanding Fourteenth Division, 
including operations April 12-May 22. 
No. 18.—Brig. Gen. William P. Benton, U. 8. Army, commanding First Brigade. 
No. 19.—Col. William M. Stone, Twenty-second Iowa Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 
No. 20.—Col. Samuel Merrill, Twenty-first Iowa Infantry. 
No. 21.—Maj. Joseph B. Atherton, Twenty-second Iowa Infantry. ; 
No. 22.—Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U.S. Army, commanding Seventeenth Army 
Corps, including operations April 18-May 19. 
No. 23.—Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, inclnd- 
ing operations April 25-May 19. 
No. 24.—Col. Manning F. Force, Twentieth Ohio Infantry, Second Brigade. 
No. 25.—Brig. Gen. John D. Stevenson, U. 8. Army, commanding Third Brigade. 
No. 26.—Col. James J. Dollins, Eighty-first Illinois Infantry. 
No. 27.—Maj. Gen. William W. Loring, C. 8. Army, commanding division. 


*See also general reports of Grant, McClernand, and Pemberton ; and Burbridge’s 
report of engagement at Champion’s Hill, Part I, p. 30. 
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No. 28.—Brig. Gen. John 8. Bowen, C.8. Army, commanding Confederate forces, with 


correspondence, &c. 


No. 29.—Col. Francis M. Cockrell, Second Missouri Infantry (Confederate), command- 


ing First Brigade, Bowen’s division, 


No. 30.—Col. Eugene Erwin, Sixth Missouri Infantry (Confederate). 
No. 31.—Brig. Gen. Martin E. Green, C. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade, 


Bowen’s division. 


No. 32.—Brig. Gen. William E. Baldwin, C. 8. Army, commanding First Brigade, 


Smith’s division. 


No. 33.—Col. Isham W. Garrott, Twentieth Alabama Infantry, commanding Second 


Brigade, Stevenson’s division. 


INGa le 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces at the battle of Port Gibson, 
Thompsows Hill, or Magnolia Church, Miss., May 1, 1863. 
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42d Ohio 
114th Ohio 


Total Second Brigade 
Artillery. 


Michigan Light-Artillery, 7th Battery......-..........02.-s---- 
Wisconsin Light Artillery, Ist Battery 
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* No loss reported, 


Cnar. XXXVI] BATTLE OF' PORT GIBSON, MIES. 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces, ge. —Continued. 


583 


Killed. | Wounded. | 2, 
(>) 
A=] 
” mn 
g d |.34 
Command. q a | A # & 
a | 3 fi) 0 lepegunee 
2 2 ® a | ae E 
af|aflal| 2 |ae] & 
oO A °o R ic Bs 
i i y 
TENTH DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. ANDREW J. SMITH. 
First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. STEPHEN G. BURBRIDGE. 
16th Indiana 


67th Indiana 
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* Detached. tNo loss reported. 
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8d Illinois Cavalry, Company G* 


FOURTEENTH DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Eucrnr A. Carr. 


Brig. Gon. WILLIAM P. BENTON. 
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1st United States, Companies A, B, C, D, H, and It 
Indiana Light Artillery, lst Battery 


Total First Brigade 
Second Brigade. 
Col. WiLLIAM M. STONE. 


Killed. | Wounded | Sy, 
= eae ae: 
d d | 82 
o ete : 
Command. | A i ea 
: Le) : a re s 
El 2) ge ee ee 
$|/4/3 | 4 |48| & 
ce| EI q ie 5 
6 | a | 6 | e- | eeeies 
Escort. 
First Brigade. 
wetness |soeeee Ti 2 sence als 
ae 4 Th {0-28 eee os 
ae 7 Pexeie| |e Stal esac 2 
ee 19 Sh 6L7\c eee eames 
SEU dele wna Seat ARSC os ae REAL cece he ee i 
Te eas pee Ee 28 6) |, A20 eee eel? 


Unatiached. 


24a linois Cavalry, Companies F, G, H, I, and K*.......-.... 


3d Illinois Cavalry, Company L* 


Patterson’s company, Kentucky infantry* .......------.....--- Stee, CME ORM aed HP as 
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* No loss reported. 
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OFFICER KILLED.—Capt. William W. Olds, Forty-second Ohio Infantry. 


No. 2. 


Report of Col. John @. Fonda, One hundred and eighteenth Illinois In- 
fantry, First Brigade, Ninth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps. 


Port Grsson, Miss., May 2, 1863. 


COLONEL: In compliance with orders just received, I submit the fol- 
lowing as a statement of the part the One hundred and eighteenth Ili- 
nois Infantry took in the engagements of yesterday : 

The regiment was marched to the field with the brigade at about 4 
a. m., and was first formed in line of battle in the corn-field in the 
rear and to the left of Lanphere’s battery. One company was here de- 
tailed to support the battery. After remaining in this position about 
three-fourths of an hour, I was ordered to move forward and take a po- 
sition ata fence in front of the battery, the One hundred and twentieth 


* No loss reported. 
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Ohio Infantry being on our left. After remaining here about an hour, 
t was ordered forward to relieve the Forty-second Ohio Infantry, which 
was then engaged around the point of timber-to the right. I immedi- 
ately formed my men in rear of the Forty-second Ohio Infantry, and 
detached one company from the right, and deployed it on the right of 
said regiment, and one company to fill a vacant space in the center of 
said regiment. Immediately after this formation, the two regiments 
charged across the open ground in face of the enemy’s fire. I then 
moved seven companies to the left, and opened fire. The One hundred 
and Twentieth Ohio and Sixty-ninth Indiana were so situated that it 
required great care to prevent accident by firing into them. I am sat- 
isfied, however, that neither regiment was fired into by my men. 

After firing from this position until about 11 a. m., I moved forward 
to the right, my men being much exhausted, and receiving no order nor 
any relief, I:moved still farther to the right and extreme lower end of 
the open ground spoken of above, the One hundred and twentieth Ohio 
being on my left. I here rested my men until ordered to retire. 

In making the first movement across the open ground, 1 man was 
killed; during the day 15 others were severely wounded ; several others 
were hit, but not injured. 

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN G. FONDA, 
Col., Comdg. One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Vol. Infantry. 


Col. T. T. GARRARD, 
Commanding First Brigade. 


No. 3. 
Report of Col. James Keigwin, Forty-ninth Indiana Infantry. 


In FIELD, NEAR Port Gipson, May 2, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to herewith submit the following, as a report 
of the part taken by the Forty-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteer In- 
fantry in the battle at Thompson’s Hill, on the 1st of May, 1863: 

We were ordered from our bivouac, at 6 o’clock on the morning of 
the 1st, to the front and extreme left of our lines, to support Captain 
Lanphere’s battery. We followed the battery to the old barn in the 
rear of Shafer’s house, when the enemy opened on us from his battery, 
about 1,000 yards distant. I moved my regiment to the left of Lan- 
phere’s battery, in rear of some small timber, where I remained cov- 
ered until we were ordered forward. I caused Company A, Captain 
McConahay, Company B, Lieutenant Bare, and Company I, Captain 
Alles, to deploy as skirmishers, and advanced about 500 yards, when 
my skirmishers found those of the enemy in a ravine between us and 
the enemy’s battery. I was halted at this point by an order from Gen- 
eral Osterhaus, and remained there about half an hour, while the artil- 
lery was hotly engaged. I was then ordered to cross over to the right, 
and take the house on the left of the enemy’s battery, which was about 
200 yards from it. After I had crossed the fire of the enemy, and was 
about entering into the woods in front of me, the battery of the enemy 
opened on me with grape, and the Thirty-first Alabama, which was in 
line about 60 yards distant, opened fire upon us with small-arms. I 
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halted my command, threw them in battle line, and commenced firing, 
and soon drove the enemy across the second ravine between me and 
their battery, which was not over 400 yards distant. I kept my men 
firing for one hour and ten minutes, when I was relieved by the Forty- 
second Ohio. I then ordered my men about 50 yards to the rear, to a 
secure point, and rested for about an hour, when I was ordered to the 
extreme left. I remained here several hours, when I was ordered to 
support Captain Foster’s battery, on the right. I remained at this 
point for some time, when I was ordered to the front, to charge the old 
house, where the enemy had: been posted the whole day. I formed my 
line, and marched in good order until I came to the ravines in our front. 
The first one I passed by obliquing the three right companies, but I 
found from the depth and roughness of the second that I would have 
to pass it without any order. I was then but a short distance from the 
house, when I gave the order to charge, double-quick, with a yell, and 
from the noise that was made I am sure that every officer and soldier 
obeyed the command. We got to the house, and passed to the rear of 
it, where there was a high fence. Over the fence about 30 yards we 
found the Sixth Missouri (rebel) Regiment coming up toward us, with 
bayonets fixed, but we were about one minute too fast for them. We 
had the advantage of the hill. As soon as they discovered us, they 
halted and fired a volley, which passed over us without doing us any 
damage. I then ordered my men to fire, when the rebél regiment broke 
and fled from us, and we poured the lead into their backs, much to our 
amusement and their sorrow. We killed and wounded a large number 
of them, and took about 50 prisoners. During the charge, I did not 
lose aman. I then formed a line again, and sent Companies A and H, 
Lieutenant Evans, Company HE, commanding, to General Osterhaus, 
and they had a race after the retreating enemy, capturing several pris- 
oners. Stephen Marshall, a private of Company EH, shot a rebel officer, 
and captured his sword, horse, saddle, and bridle. The sword was taken 
by some staff officer, and I would recommend that it be given to the 
soldier as a trophy for his gallant conduct during the day. 

I marched my regiment to within 1 mile of Port Gibson, and there 
bivouacked for the night. During the day’s fighting my regiment was 
very fortunate, having lost but 1 man killed and 14 wounded. Their 
names and ranks are as follows.* 

[JAMES KEIGWIN.] 


W. A. JORDAN, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 4. 


Report of Maj. Hugh W. Adams, Seventh Kentucky Infantry. 


BuLAck RIVER BRIDGE, MIss., June 27, 1863. 


Sir: In obedience to your request, I have the honor to submit the 
following report of the part taken by the Seventh Regiment Kentucky 
Volunteer Infantry in the action at Thompson’s Hill, Miss., May 1, 1863: 

On the morning of May 1, 1863, I was ordered to move forward with 
- my regiment to discover and feel of the enemy, and to support a section 


* Nominal list omitted. 
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of Captain Lanphere’s (First Wisconsin) [Seventh Michigan] battery. 
In obedience to said order, I advanced with my regiment and took posi- 
tion on the right and in advance of said battery, when the enemy opened 
fire upon the regiment and battery, and a brisk artillery fight ensued. 
I was then ordered to advance with my regiment, which I did, in line 
of battle, to a canebrake, about 200 yards in advance of my original 
position, where I halted and remained about one-half hour, and then, 
by order, moved to the rear and right. 

Remaining here a short time, we again moved forward and to the 
right. Sending a company of skirmishers forward, we took position on 
the right of the brigade (First), where we remained during the day 
without being engaged with the enemy, except with skirmishers. The 
loss of my regiment in the engagement was 8 wounded, one of whom 


has since died. 
H. W. ADAMS, 
Major Seventh Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Comdg. Regiment. 


General T. T. GARRARD. 


No.. 5. 


Report of Col. Marcus M. Spiegel, One hundred and twentieth Ohio In- 
Santry. 


IN THE FIELD, May 4, 1863. 


GENERAL: J have the honor to herewith transmit the following report 
of the part taken by the One hundred and twentieth Regiment Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry in the action of Thompson’s Hill, on the 1stinstant: 

About 5 o’clock in the morning, we were ordered to advance and take 
a position on the right of Lanphere’s battery, which was accordingly 
done, under a severe fire of the enemy’s shell, in which position we re- 
mained about half an hour, when we advanced to the edge of the ravine, 
and from there were ordered to advance and form a line of battle in a 
ravine to the extreme left of the division. Soon after, in conjunction 
with the One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Infantry, we advanced 
briskly across the open field, taking a position behind a fence fronting 
the enemy, and in support of the Forty-ninth Indiana, who were de- 
ployed as skirmishers on the edge of the woods. Soon thereafter Colonel 
Keigwin, of the Forty-ninth Indiana, informed me that, he had been 
ordered to the right on a line with his position, and at the same time I 
received orders to cover the front with my skirmishers, and relieve him. 
I then advanced Companies A, F, and K as skirmishers, and D, I, and 
B in support. 

At 7.30 I was ordered to recall all but one of my companies. I 
moved, as ordered, to the right, in advance of our line, to relieve the 
Forty-second Ohio. While passing between our batteries and the posi- 
tion of the Forty-second Ohio, the enemy’s shell, grape shot, and bullets 
flew thick and fast around us, but the brave and gallant boys moved 
briskly and bravely on, until we arrived in front of the Forty-second 
Ohio, close to a ravine running parallel with the enemy’s strongest posi- 
tion. I then engaged the enemy.about twenty minutes, without being 
able to do him much harm, he being completely under cover on the op- 
posite bank of the ravine. I then advanced as skirmishers some of the 
best shots from all the companies down into the ravine, with orders to 
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advance, closely supporting them with the remainder of the regiment, 
and keeping up a constant fire toward the top of the opposite bank. 
When nearly down into the ravine, I discovered the exact position of the 
enemy’s advance, toward the left, on the opposite bank. I then charged 
upon them with the regiment, and quickly drove them from the bank to 
the knoll, where they rallied and made a stand, which only increased 
the determination of my brave boys. Rushing up the bank, we drove 
them pell-mell from behind the knoll, taking 8 prisoners. 

When I had obtained possession of the knoll, I did not deem it pru- 
dent to pursue them farther, being at least 300 yards in advance of any 
of our troops, and in danger of meeting the enemy’s entire right wing 
massed behind a number of old buildings directly in front of me. I de- 
ployed my regiment on the knoll, in order to punish the retiring force 
and hold the position against a more formidable attack. As soon as 
the retiring enemy had rejoined the main body, the attack was renewed 
with redoubled fierceness and energy, but, meeting with such continued 
and well-directed volleys from us, he fel] back under the cover of the 
houses again. I then continued to fight the enemy, who was concealed 
behind logs, fences, and houses, and some perched upon the tops of 
trees, until my ammunition was beginning to give out and many of the 
guns were becomiug unfit for use, when I was relieved by Col. T. W. 
Bennett, of the Sixty-ninth Indiana, and ordered to retire. I then fell 
back to the second ravine in my rear, replenishing the empty cartridge- 
boxes with ammunition from the boxes of the comrades who were killed 
and wounded. I remained in that position until late in the afternoon, 
when, seeing the charge made on the left, I quickly formed my regiment, 
marching them toward the charging column, in order to support them, 
if necessary. When, however, the enemy fled in confusion, a glorious 
victory won, the One hundred and twentieth had nothing more to do 
than to exult, cheer, and be merry, and that I assure you was done. 

I cannot close this report, general, without saying that the men of 
' the One hundred and twentieth Ohio have not only justified their for- 
mer reputation, but have even excelled it. They displayed a gallantry 
and bravery on that day which will never be forgotten by their country. 
To the line officers, all of whom stood bravely up to the work, I am in- 
debted much for their aid and courage in carrying out every order given. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Beekman has shown himself an officer worthy of the 
position he holds. While promptly assisting in maneuvering the regi- 
ment, his encouraging and cheering words were always heard along the 
line. 

Major Slocum, while with me in the morning, showed that cool- 
ness and courage for which he is well known in tbe army, and while 
detailed to take charge of the skirmishers of the Jeft flank of the divis- 
ion, did his whole duty to the entire satisfaction of the general com- 
manding the division. 

Adjutant Sherman, though young in years, has truly shown him- 
self a veteran in the field. He possesses all the elements necessary to 
qualify him for the position he holds; brave and cool, he becomes cour- 
ageous and dashing when the occasion requires it. 

Both officers and men have my sincerest thanks for their cheerful co- 
operation on the field of Thompson’s Hill. 

M. M. SPIEGEL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


General T, T. GARRARD, 
Commanding First Brigade. 
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No. 6. 


Report of Col. Lionel A. Sheldon, Forty-second Ohio Infantry, command- 
ing Second Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, 
- May 3, 1863. 

Sir: The following report will show the part taken by the Second 
Brigade in the battle of the 1st instant : : 

A few minutes after sunrise, the brigade moved from its place of biv- 
ouac to the top of the hill, the Fifty-fourth Indiana remaining to come 
up with the First Wisconsin Battery. Atabout 7.30a. m. the Sixteenth, 
Forty-second, and One hundred and fourteenth Ohio and Twenty-second 
Kentucky were formed in line of battle, by battalion in mass, in rear of 
Lanphere’s. battery, and remained for half an hour under the artillery — 
fire of the enemy, which did but slight damage, however. In the mean 
time the Fifty-fourth Indiana came up, and was placed in support of one 
section of the First Wisconsin Battery, opposite the enemy’s center. 

At about 8 o’clock, the Sixteenth and Twenty-second were ordered te 
the center, to meet any movement in that quarter. They advanced to 
the woods and formed line of battle, and two companies were deployed 
as skirmishers and advanced into the woods. No enemy appeared, and 
the regiments, pursuant to General Osterhaus’ order, were moved to 
the left. The Fifty-fourth Indiana was ordered to the right by General 
McClernand, and during the day co-operated with the troops of General 
Smith’s division. No casualties happened to the regiment during the 
battle. 

At8 o'clock, the Forty-second Ohio was ordered to the front, and made 
an attack on the enemy at the house, advancing over an open and ex- 
posed piece of ground in very gallant style, receiving a severe fire from 
the enemy. 

At about 11 o’clock, the Sixteenth and Twenty-second were formed in 
line on the left of the Forty-second. Two companies of skirmishers were 
thrown forward to the brow of the hill, keeping up for one-half hour a 
well-directed fire upon the enemy. At the expiration of this time, an 
advance of the three regiments was ordered. The order was obeyed 
in very splendid order. The Sixteenth and Twenty-second, obliquing 
to the left, entered the ravine on the front and left of the enemy’s posi- 
tion, and advanced under cover very near the enemy, and maintained 
their position until near night, doing considerable damage to the enemy 
by the continuous and well-directed fire they kept up. The Forty-sec- 
ond Ohio advanced directly to the front in beautiful line on the double- 
quick to the edge of the ravine, and then opened on the enemy a heavy 
fire. It was soon discovered that the Sixty-ninth Indiana was posted 
in front in the ravine, a fact before not understood by me. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pardee reporting the fact to me, I took the responsibility to 
order him to retire. The regiment was then retired and moved farther 
to the right, where it continued in the battle, relieving the Sixty-ninth 
Indiana and occupying the front until the enemy retired. . Three com- 
panies, under command of Major Williams, were among the first to 
enter the enemy’s position on the right, and joined in the pursuit for 
some distance, capturing several prisoners. 

The One hundred and fourteenth Ohio at about 9 o’clock was ordered 
to take a position in support of Foster’s battery, and remained in that, 
position until about 4 p. m., when it was ordered forward, and partici- 
pated in the charge on the left center, and was the first in the enemy’s 


Cuar. XXXV1.J BATTLE OF PORT GIBSON, MISS. 591 


position, pursuing the enemy 3 miles and capturing many prisoners. 
The charge made by it was in a very gallant manner. 

Capt. E. W. Botsford, commanding Sixteenth Ohio; Major Worth- 
ington, commanding Twenty-second Kentucky; Lieutenant-Colonel Par- 
dee, commanding I*orty-second Ohio, and Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly, 
commanding One hundred and fourteenth Ohio, all behaved ably and 
gallantly. Itis butjust to say that all of the officers and men, with- 
out distinction, bore themselves with remarkable céolness and courage. 

The officers in the brigade injured were. 10 in all, 9 from the Forty- 
second Ohio and 1 from the Twenty-second Kentucky—First Lieuten- 
ant Robb slightly, Capt. M. L. Benham and First Lieut. E. B. Campbell 
severely, First Lieuts. C. P. Goodwin and J. R. Helman slightly, Sec- 
ond Lieut. H. C. Jennings dangerously, Second Lieuts. William L. Wil- 
son, C.K. Henry, and Peter Miller slightly. One only killed—Capt. W. 
W. Olds, of the Forty-second Ohio. He was an accomplished, patriotic, 
and brave young man. Complete lists of the killed and wounded are 
herewith transmitted.* None are missing. Total casualties, 15 killed 
and 66 wounded. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
L. A. SHELDON, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 


Capt. J. W. THompson, A. A. A. G., Ninth Division. 


No. 7. 
Report of Capt. Charles H. Lanphere, Seventh Michigan Battery. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH MICHIGAN BATTERY, 
Port Gibson, Miss., May 2, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Seventh Michigan Battery in the engagement of yes- 
terday : 

About 7.30 a. m. I took a position immediately in front of and about 
14 miles from the enemy’s battery, and opened fire. For two and a half 
hours my battery was worked here under a most galling fire from the 
enemy’s artillery, their guns being worked with great skill. At this 
point I had 2 men killed and 2 men wounded. 

At 9.30 o’clock I advanced the battery 100 yards, taking a position 
50 yards to the right of first position. Here the battery was less ex- 
posed. At 11 a.m. advanced three pieces 100 yards, taking a position 
50 yards to the left of first position, from which point the guns were 
worked with great effect. At i130 a.m. advanced two of the pieces 

- 100 yards to the right, but only put one piece in battery, where it was 
worked at intervals until about 3 p. m. 

It affords me great pleasure to say that my officers and men behaved 
themselves with great gallantry. 

There were 3 men killed and 3 wounded, and 7 horses killed and 4 
disabled. " ‘ 

T am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. H. LANPHERH, 
Captain, Commandiny Seventh Michigan Battery. 


Capt. J. W. THOMPSON, 
A. A. A. G., Ninth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps. 


* Omitted. 
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No. 8. 
Report of Lieut. Charles B. Kimball, First Wisconsin Battery. 


HEADQUARTERS First WISCONSIN BATTERY, 
; Port Gibson, Miss., May 2, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report below the part taken in yesterday’s 
engagement on Thompson’s Hill by the First Wisconsin Battery, which 
is as follows, viz: j 

The battery, under command of Lieut. Charles B. Kimball, after 
marching all night, received orders about 6 a. m. to move up rapidly 
to the front, and was placed in position in the following manner: 

The right section of the battery, under charge of First Sergt. Edward 
P. Aylmer, was moved to the extreme left of the line, to relieve a sec- 
tion of Captain Lanphere’s (Seventh Michigan) battery, which had suf- 
fered severely from the fire of two brass pieces of the enemy, planted 
on an opposite hill, about 14 miles distant, which we dismounted shortly 
afterward. ‘This position it occupied all day, with slight changes to 
the right or left, as occasion required. m 

The center section, commanded by Lieut. EK. L. Hackett, moved up 
to a position on the left of the right section, and opened fire on some 
buildings immediately to the front, occupied by rebel forces, where it 
did fearful execution. It occupied this position all day, and late in the 
afternoon shared with the right section the satisfaction of silencing two 
guns which the enemy brought to bear upon us with great effect from 
an open field, about a mile off. This was the closing scene of the en- 
gagement. 

The left section, under command of Lieut. Oscar F. Nutting, took 
position on the center of the line, but was ordered by General Grant to 
reserve their fire until further orders were received from himself, as our 
supply of ammunition was very limited. This position it held all day 
under a galling fire of musketry, which, as ordered, it was compelled to 
face in silence. 

Hach section was planted under a galling fire, which was kept up 
throughout the day. Both men and officers did their duty nobly, and 
although our numbers were small for 20-pounder guns, and the men 
greatly fatigued after marching all the previous night, not a complaint 
was heard, but each man sprang to his work with a right good will, 
forgetful of their weariness in their desire each to do his duty. 

Casualties, 4 men wounded. 

Hoping that our future engagements will be crowned with equal suc- 
cess, I have the honor to remain, captain, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. B. KIMBALL, 
First Lieutenant, Commanding First Wisconsin Battery. 


Capt. J. W. Tuompson, A. 4. A. G., Ninth Div., Thirteenth A. C. 


No. 9. 


Report of Col. Theodore H. Buehler, Sixty-seventh Indiana Infantry, First 
Brigade, Tenth Division, including operations April 14—May 22. 


CAMP, IN THE FIELD, SIEGE OF VICKSBURG, MIss., 
5 May 25, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
movements of the Sixty-seventh Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry 
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since the same left Milliken’s Bend, La., on Tuesday, April 14, as also 
of the part taken by this regiment in the battles on Magnolia Hills, 
leak Black River, and in the siege of Vicksburg, Miss., to the present 
aate: 

The Sixty-seventh Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, as part of 
your brigade, under my command, left Milliken’s Bend, La., at 3 p.m. 
on Tuesday, April 14, numbering 360 men, rank and file, marching a 
distance of 4 miles, to Berklin’s plantation. 

Starting again at daylight‘on the 15th, we reached Holmes’ plantation, 
a distance of about 20 miles from the Bend, at 5 p. m., where we en- 
camped until the 24th, drilling and preparing for active compaign. At 
8 p. m. we left for Smith’s plantation, a distance of about 6 miles, from 
where, on the 26th, we embarked on the transport Empire City, running 
down the bayou into the Mississippi River, arriving at Perkins’ planta- 
tion, La., the same night at 9 o’clock, during a severe storm. 

On the 28th, at 9 a. m., leaving all transportation behind, we went on 
board a hay barge, towed by the transport Silver Wave, to a point in 
Hard Times Bend, La., opposite Grand Gulf. Remained on board the 
barge in about 7 inches of stinking water, and keeping the pumps steady 
at work to keep the barge from filling, until after the unsuccessful at- 
tempt of our gunboats to silence the rebel batteries at the Gulf on the 
29th, when we disembarked about 4 p. m., marching 3 miles across the 
Bend to a point below the Gulf, encamping for the night. 

On the 30th, after mustering the regiment, re-embarked at 2 p. m. on 
the gunboat Carondelet for Bruinsburg, Miss., and being supplied here 
with six days’ (two-thirds) rations, we took up the line of march, with 
the Sixteenth Indiana, Highty-third Ohio, and Twenty-third Wisconsin 
Regiments and Seventeenth Ohio Battery, of your brigade, at about 11 
p. m. for Port Gibson, Miss. ; 

Marching steadily all night, the regiment arrived at the field of action 
by 8 a. m. May 1, and formed line of battle immediately in rear of and 
supporting part of the division of General A. P. Hovey, my right rest- 
ing on the Highty-third Ohio, my left near the road leading to Port 
Gibson. Company A, of my regiment, was deployed forward as skir- 
mishers. The Second Brigade, Colonel Landram commanding, arrived 
on the field shortly afterward. I changed position to the right, a rather 
uncomfortable place, the balls whizzing in unpleasant proximity to our 
ears, yet I am pleased to state no one was hurt while here. 

At about 10 o’clock, the rebels having been dislodged from their first 
position, I was ordered to follow our advancing columns, and, marching 
my regiment by the left flank to the front for a mile or more, we passed 
across the battle-field of a few hours previous and re-established line of 
battle as before in rear of the advance column of General Hovey, the 
Sixty-seventh Indiana on the right of the brigade. Here we remained 
until 1 p. m., when I received orders to move the regiment on the double- 
quick to the extreme right of the corps. This order was executed in 
admirable style, though a number of officers and men had sunk by the 
road-side, perfectly exhausted and overcome by the excessive heat of 
the day. By far the largest number of men composing the regiment 
arrived promptly, and formed in line of battle long in advance of the 
other regiments of the brigade, the Sixty-seventh again forming on the 
- right of the brigade, the left resting on the Sixteenth Indiana. Cap- 
- tain Blount’s battery had opened fire on the woods and hills in our 
front. We remained inactive for a short time, when again orders were 
‘received to march my regiment to the left, and, together with the Six- 
teenth Indiana and Highty-third Ohio, relieve three regiments of Colos 
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nel Landram’s brigade, then holding the advance on the road leading 
to Port Gibson, 

The Sixty-seventh Indiana, again taking the lead, countermarched by 
the right flank, and, marching about 2 miles to the left of our former 
position, relieved the Ninety-seventh Ilinois Regiment, forming on the 
left of the brigade, the right resting on the Highty-third Ohio, fronting 
a hill densely covered with cane and briars. From here I advanced 
three companies of skirmishers to the brow of the hill in front and to 
the left, ordering the other companies to rest in place from their fatigu- 
ing marches. The companies deployed were I, D, and I, and I was in- 
structed to be ready to charge up the hill at the signal of cheering on 
my left, when at once my skirmishers became hotly engaged with the 
enemy, and, under a heavy fire of musketry and artillery, Companies D 
and I, after maintaining their ground bravely, and contesting it inch by 
inch, commenced falling back, sending me word that they would need 
support. At the same time, without waiting orders, a portion of my 
regiment and the Highty-third Ohio Regiment had opened a fire on the 
brow of the hill, thus exposing my skirmishers in front of my right 
wing to a cross-fire, so I immediately asked and obtained your permis- 
sion to charge up the hill for the relief of my skirmishers, with the 
promise to be supported. I immediately gave the order for the charge, 
and am proud to state that, though exposed to the fire of the rebels 
while forming the line, the Sixty-seventh fulfilled their duty nobly, and, 
charging up the hill in gallant style, we had the satisfaction of seeing 
the rebels running down the hill through the thickest underbrush in 
every direction, leaving 2 of their dead and a number of prisoners in 
our hands. 

Finding my regiment very much exposed to the fire from a rebel bat- 
tery on our left, which wounded 2 men of Company B at the first fire, 
I ordered my men to lie down, and deployed Company C as skirmishers 
. to the front. Meanwhile the One hundred and thirtieth Regiment Ili- 
nois Volunteers had arrived for my support, but one of our batteries 
having opened a fire of shot and shell on the valley in front of us, I dis- 
patched a messenger for further orders, when, soon afterward, I received 
instruction to withdraw the regiment down the hill and rest for the nighf. 
Calling in my skirmishers, I marched to the rear by the right flank, 
heavily annoyed by the rebel shells, yet fortunate enough to have no 
more wounded. We encamped for the night in rear of and supporting 
Captain Blount’s (Seventeenth Ohio) battery, which kept up firing at 
the rebel battery on the Port Gibson road until after sunset. There 
were 5 men wounded in this day’s fight. 

Before daylight on May 2, the regiment was ordered to fall in line 
again, in order to advance on the hill occupied by the rebel battery on 
the Port Gibson road the night previous. We were promptly in line, 
the right resting on the Highty-third Ohio, our left on the Twenty-third 
Wisconsin Regiment; Companies B and G, of the Sixty-seventh Indiana, 
deployed in my front as skirmishers, and at 6 a.m. we took up line of 
mareh toward Port Gibson as the advance column of our forces. Meet- 
ing with no opposition, and finding arms and clothing scattered in every 
ace it soon became evident that the rebels had left for a healthier 
clime. 

We reached the town about 10 a. m., the Sixty-seventh Indiana being 
the third regiment in the place, following the Highty-third Ohio. Com- 
pany G, of the regiment, Second Lieut. George T. Polson commanding, 
had entered the town, though, as skirmishers long in advance of any 
other troops. 
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After a few moments’ rest, the Sixty-seventh Indiana again pushed 
ahead to the bridge across Bayou Pierre, which had been set on fire by 
the rebels, and on reaching it were saluted by a few shots from rebel 
pickets on the other side, which passed harmlessly over our heads. We 
were ordered to save the bridge from entire destruction, and though 
my brave boys had worked harder, marched more, and rested less than 
any in the brigade, they went to work cheerfully, until, after a few hours 
of futile labor, they were ordered to desist, and enjoyed a few hours 
of undisturbed rest, conscious that they had doné their whole duty, to 
a man.. 

Soon after daylight on the 3d instant, I again received orders to form 
the regiment, march thence to the court-house, and wait for the rest of 
the brigade, as there was indication of the enemy moving to our rear. 
Here the Sixty-seventh was again ordered to take the lead, and, march- 
ing about 1$ miles to the rear of town, we formed line of battle, my 
regiment on the left of the brigade and Companies A and H skirmishing. 

After waiting here in vain for the rebels, we countermarched, the 
Sixty-seventh having the advance, and, passing through Port Gibson 
and across the bridge, we marched during the day, under excessive 
heat, 8 miles to Willow Springs, going into camp here at 6 p. m. 

Here we left on the 7th instant, marching about 11 miles to a point 
beyond Rocky Springs, where we rested until the 9th, when, at 3 p. m., 
we marched 3 miles farther north, encamping on Big Sand Creek. 

We started from here on the 10th about 1 p. m., marching to Cayuga, 
Miss., where, resting on the 11th, General: Sherman’s corps Warmée 
passed us. 

At daylight on the 12th, we were ordered to countermarch, and arriv- 
ing at Cayuga, taking aroad leading in a westerly direction, we marched 
about 10 miles, encamping for the night in line of battle near Fourteen- 
Mile Creek, and within 6 miles of Edwards Station, on the Jackson and 
Vicksburg Railroad, where the rebels were reported in heavy force. 

Next morning (13th), at o’clock, we again received marching orders, 
and, following the Highty-third Ohio Regiment, we marched about 6 
miles to the Jackson road, where, meeting the train of our division, we 
for the first time prided ourselves in the prospect of a change of linen 
since we left Smith’s plantation, La., on April 24. Here we rested 
during the 14th. 

On the 15th, we marched to Raymond, Miss., following General Blair’s 
division a distance of about 15 miles, arriving at about 9 p. m. 

At daylight of the 16th, we started for Edwards Station, on the Jack- 
son and Vicksburg road; marched about 4 miles, when heavy firing 
on our right indicated the close proximity of rebel forces. We were 
ordered in line of battle on the left of the road, my right resting on the 
left of the Eighty-third Ohio at right angles, Company A deployed as 
skirmishers on the left of the brigade. 

From here the regiment advanced by the right flank with the Highty- 
third Ohio, and reformed forward into line as soon as the ground would 
admit of the formation, marching about 1 mile in line of battle, our 
skirmishers driving the rebels before them, when a battery opening on 
our right flank, and rebels being visible in strong force marching toward 
our left, we were ordered back a short distance, selecting a very advan- 
- tageous position. 

After some delay we again advanced in line of battle in the same 

order for about 2 miles, when all at once a battery opened fire on us 
“with grape, canister, and shell while ascending a hill of some eminence. 
We were fortunately protected by a cut in a road in front of us at this 
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moment, and the balls mostly passed harmlessly over our heads. For 
about three hours four pieces of artillery belched forth their iron mes- 
sengers of death with the utmost rapidity, while my skirmishers reported 
them supported by about eleven regiments of infantry, hence outnum- 
bering us ten to one. - 

My skirmishers, Company H, under direction of Capt. David Kelly, 
had held their ground bravely, but, having several men wounded, I re- 
enforced them by Company E, which harassed them [the enemy] ex- 
ceedingly, after driving their cannoneers from their pieces and keeping 
them back, while the ground in front of us was such that the rebels 
could not advance skirmishers without exposing them to the unerring 
aim of my men. Later I relieved Company H by Company K, and the 
firing having ceased about dark, we were ordered to sleep on our arms, | 
the pickets but about 50 yards in front of us, my right resting on the 
Seventeenth Ohio Battery. 

My loss in this day’s engagement was 5 men wounded, while a large 
number of prisoners were taken by my regiment, Captain Kelly bring- 
ing in 13 at one time, who were cut off by our rapid advance. The 
Sixty-seventh Regiment here again held the left of the brigade, sup- 
ported by the Twenty-third Wisconsin. 

On the 17th, at daylight, we again advanced in line of battle, well pro- 
tected by skirmishers, but soon found that the rebels had skedaddled in 
a perfect panic, throwing away their guns and accouterments ; in fact, 
leaving their battery behind. Wepassed undisturbed through Edwards 
Station, marching by the right flank, the Sixty-seventh Indiana in rear of 
the battery, gathering up quite a number of prisoners as we proceeded. 

Arriving within about 3 miles of Black River Bridge, I again received 
orders to form my regiment in line of battle on the left of the Kighty- 
third Ohio, the Twenty-third Wisconsin Regiment supporting, deploy- 
ing Company A as skirmishers to the front. We advanced by the right 
oblique through brush and bayous, over fences and hedges, at a rapid 
rate, and though many of my men had not had a bite to eat since the 
previous night, marched and fought with their knapsacks through the 
oppressive heat the day previous, and two companies had been kept 
vigilant all night on picket, at this moment, in sight of the rebel breast- 
works at Black River, all fatigue was forgotten, and, with a shout un- 
equaled, forward we went on the double-quick, over plowed fields and 
across bayous, to receive the surrender of the Sixtieth Tennessee (rebel) 
Regiment. The flag of the Sixty-seventh was the first on the breast- 
works. From this point, marching up Black River by the right flank for 
about 1 mile, we reached Black River Bridge, resting here for the re- 
mainder of the day, until the bridges could be completed. 

On the 18th, at 11 a. m., we crossed the river, your brigade taking 
the extreme advance, my regiment following the Seventeenth Ohio Bat- 
tery, and marching by the right flank on the Jackson road toward 
Vicksburg, encamping for the night, on our arms, within 2 miles of the 
rebel works in rear of Vicksburg. 

At daylight on the i9th, we advanced by the right flank to within a 
mile of the forts, when I was ordered to form line of battle on the left 
of the brigade. In this position we advanced to within 500 yards of 
the forts, skirmishing as we proceeded. The Sixty-seventh Indiana, 
advancing on the Jackson road, all at once found itself saluted by a 
shell and a volley of musketry from the breastworks just when the left 
wing of the regiment was separated from the right by a burning build- 
ing, set on fire by the rebels early in the morning. A few steps more 
and my regiment must have been exposed to the enfilading fire of four 
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different forts. I immediately ordered my regiment to lie down behind 
the brow of the hill which we had been ascending, and all escaped 
unhurt. 

Being in advance of the other regiments of your brigade, which had 
halted prior to the first volley being fired at us, and finding that my 
right wing was unnecessarily exposed to the fire of rebel sharpshooters, 
I ordered them some 20 yards to the rear just in time to avoid another 
volley of musketry from the front and left. This position I occupied 
with my regiment for the rest of the day, and on the morning of the 
20th, my men advanced carefully to the brow of the hill and behind 
the chimneys of the burned buildings in our front, sending balls where- 
ever a head would show itself above the breastworks. At one time a 
chimney was tumbled over them by a solid shot from a rebel battery. 
Nothing daunted,.though almost buried in its ruins, they crawled to 
the next one, and again commenced their firing. 

During the night of the 19th, Iadvanced two companies of skirmish- 
ers to within about 300 yards of the main fort, and the rest of the regi- 
ment rested on their arms several hundred yards in advance of the other 
regiments of the division. 

Un the 20th, about 11 a. m., I received your orders to prepare to ad- 
vance, and formed the companies immediately, preparatory to the move- 
ment. For the first time since I had the honor of serving my country, 
I felt the heavy responsibility resting on my shoulders asa commander ; 
that the lives of hundreds, perhaps, hung on my order then and there 
to be given. I knew my duty and was determined to execute it at the 
risk of my own life; but how about others? I had carefully exam- 
ined my position, and was convinced that a direct advance was impos- 
sible without charging and storming the fort, while to do the latter I 
must have had support on my right and left, or should have been ex- 
posed to a cross-fire of four different forts. My regiment, to some 
extent, formed the center of the division, being on the right and left of 
the Jackson road. Ascending over the hill that now protected my 
men, I was exposed to the aforesaid fire of the enemy, unable to find 
shelter for them anywhere this side of the forts, particularly for my left 
wing. All the other regiments of the whole division could have ad- 
vanced by but little exposure in charging over the hill or ridge then in 
their front, finding protection immediately beyond them in a ravine, 
protected by another range of hills centering at the one I then occupied.. 

My regiment had advanced to a position justifying them in remain- 
ing, for if all the other. regiments had advanced into the next ravine 
they would have been but on a line with me, and no nearer the forts 
than the Sixty-seventh was atthattime. I represented the case to you, 
general, requesting that if my order was positive to advance, to have the 
proper support on my right and left. You informed me that the order 
was for the whole division to advance, and I should be well supported. 

Returning to my regiment, I immediately advanced to the brow of 
the hill, ready to go over first as soon as the order should be given ; 
but finding that the EHighty-third Ohio Regiment, which was to support 
my right, had returned to the rear several hundred yards, and having 
your order to advance with the Second Brigade, I at once took advan- 
‘tage of the opportunity, and marching my right wing to the right oblique 
across the hill, ere the rebels could be prepared for us I advanced 
them to a safe position within 250 yards of the fort. Returning again 
for my left wing, I detached three companies, leading them over the 
hill in the same manner, on the right, and leaving two companies in the 
rear to advance with the Second Brigade (Nineteenth Kentucky Regi- 
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ment), which had formed its line on my immediate left. The Second 
Brigade, instead of advancing, sent one company of skirmishers to the 
front. The Eighty-third Ohio, on my right, also sent five companies of 
skirmishers to support my right. 1 had formed my regiment, without 
any serious loss, within about 250 yards of the fort, and my men were 
doing excellent execution in keeping the rebel sharpshooters and artil- 
lerists well behind their intrenchments. A few hours later General 
Benton’s brigade came to my support, and, forming in my rear about 
100 yards, I had the satisfaction of seeing my regiment relieved by two 
companies of the Ninety-ninth Hlinois Regiment. Returning to the rear 
at about 2 a. m. on the 21st instant, rested during that day. 

On the 22d, at 8 a. m., I received your orders to prepare for a charge 
on the rebel forts at 10 a. m., General Benton’s brigade to take the ad- 
vance, our brigade to support and assist him. I formed my line of bat- 
tle a little to the right of my position of the 19th, in rear of the chim- 
neys already mentioned, supported by the Twenty-third -Wisconsin 
Regiment; the Eighty-third, which was to have formed on my right, 
more than 100 yards below, ina ravine. At the proper hour General 
Benton’s brigade charging, [ advanced my regiment with terrific cheer- 
ing across the hill in front of me, and up to the brow of the next hill, 
where I was ordered by the right flank forward, following the Highty- 
third Ohio and Sixteenth Indiana Regiments through a ravine to the 
front, marching some 150 yards, when you ordered me to the right on 
the double-quick, to protect the charging column from a flanking fire on 
that side. [immediately faced my regiment about, and, left in front, 
filing to the left, I ascended a hill on your immediate right. Checked 
for but a moment by a heavy fire of musketry in our progress, we 
pushed forward, and selecting safe positions for my men, I immediately 
ordered them to fire by the rear rank, soon silencing the fire in front 
and on our right. 

Shortly afterward I was re-enforced by the Highty-third Ohio, which 
I directed to form on my left, and some companies of the Twenty-third 
Wisconsin, which did excellent service on my right, and soon not a 
rebel would show the tip of his finger above the fort. Yet, unfortunately, 
I received orders to withdraw my regiment and also the Twenty-third 
Wisconsin for the support of our Second Brigade, on the left of the 
Jackson road. Marching down the hill by the right flank, I had hardly 

‘proceeded a hundred steps up the ravine when a shower of bails hailed 
over our heads, sent after us from the forts we had silenced; yet we had 
our orders, and on we went until, close to our destination, we were 
ordered back to our former position. My men went to work again with 
their old ardor, but the rebels had got bold, and not being supported on 
my left, as I should have been, we were exposed to a damaging cross- 
fire, losing several of our best men. For about three hours the musketry 
fire, interspersed with grape, raged incessantly across the hill, when 
at last the Fifty-ninth Indiana, Colonel Alexander commanding, came to 
my support. I cannot speak in too high terms of his regiment. They 
decupied the position of the Highty-third Ohio Regiment, and though 
losing about 50 men in less than half an hour by exposing themselves 
too much, I think it is to a great extent owing to their assistance and 
bravery that our retreat and that of other regiments on our left was 
not entirely cut off, for twice, once on our right and once on our left, 
carrying the Stars and Bars with them, the rebels attempted a charge, 
but were repulsed instantly. At about dusk, Colonel Alexander in- 
formed mé that he had orders from his brigade commander to withdraw 
his regiment as quickly as possible. 
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The rebels were still firing heavily, and, knowing my inability to hold 
the place without support, my guns in no fit condition for loading, some 
of my men having fired over 200 cartridges, I requested of Colonel 
Alexander the favor of remaining for a short time until I could secure 
support or relief. I hastened back, and received your orders to with- 
draw my regiment, skirmishing’ J inding it was the last to leave the 
field, I gathered all the stragglers in my reach, and having the wounded 
carried off in front of me, the Sixty-seventh, considerably weakened in 
numbers, reached their old camping ground of the 20th, once more to 
enjoy a night’s rest after the hardest day’s work any of us have ever 
witnessed or been subjected to. 

The casualties in my regiment on this day, out of 230 men, rank and 
file, were 6 killed and 40 wounded; yet I am happy to state that of the 
wounded but one is pronounced beyond recovery. 

Where all officers and men acted with most unquestionable bravery, I 
should abstain from singling out instances of particular merit; yet I can- 
not avoid to mention Capt. G. R. Sims, of Company D, who, constantly 
leading his men where the most danger threatened, had 14 of his men 
wounded out of 20 he took into the fight. But officers and men of the 
regiment deserve praise for the bravery displayed, their indefatigable 
perseverance and endurance without a murmur, their coolness in the 
most trying hour of danger, and their strict attention to my orders. 
Quite a number, though wounded, continued on the field, rendering all 
the assistance in their power, and by their example cheered others to 
renewed action. 

All my officers were at their proper posts, and rendered efficient serv- 
ice in encouraging their men when hard pressed; they could not have 
acted better. My adjutant, Lieut. William T. Days, discharged his. 
duties with bravery and dispatch, and is deserving of my especial 
thanks for his zeal. 

Iam, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THEODORE E. BUEHLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Sixty-seventh Regt. Indiana Vol. Infty. 


Brig. Gen. 8. G. BURBRIDGE. 


No. 10. 


° 


Report of Col. Friend S. Rutherford, Ninety-seventh Illinois Infantry, 
Second Brigade. 


Port Grsson, Miss., May. 2, 1863. 


DEAR Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part this regiment took in the battle of Port Gibson and the march 
thereto: 

In pursuance of orders, this regiment took up its line of march in 
rear of the Seventeenth Ohio Battery from Bruinsburg Landing at 
midnight of April 30, on the road to Port Gibson. From the best in- 
formation I am able to obtain, the distance marched was 18miles. When 
we had made the distance of 15 miles, [ received an order from your 
adjutant to move forward with a double-quick. pei 

We arrived on the battle-ground at 8.30 o’clock May 1, falling into 
line of battle on the right of the road and on the left of the First Brigade, 
on the top of a ridge running at right angles with the road. We had 
occupied this position some ten or fifteen minutes, when I received an 
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order from your aide to take an advanced position on the left of the road. 
While proceeding to obey the orders, 1 was informed by Adjutant 
Tracy that I was at liberty to act at my discretion to go to the front if 
I chose. This proposition met with a hearty response from my men 
of, “To the front; to the front!” I received orders from General Me- 
Clernand in person to take the extreme left, and move forward in line 
of battle. I need not recount to you, who was on the field of battle, 
the difficulties and dangers of pressing upon the enemy through the 
ravines and canebrakes and over the hills, where the battle of Port 
Gibson, or rather Magnolia Hills, was fought. 

I may be permitted to say, on behalf of my officers and men, that 
their endurance, indomitable labors, and patience under suffering can 
be exceeded by no body of troops. During the day my regiment oceu- 
pied a prominent position upon the battle-field, and by your orders 
withdrew to rest for the night when it was no longer light enough to 
continue the contest. 

The casualties in my command were very light (being 6 wounded, 
none killed), considering that we were so much exposed to the enemy’s 
fire. Near the close of the day we were exposed to the enemy’s battery 
of two guns (not to exceed 300 yards distance) for some twenty minutes. 

It would be futile to discriminate in giving praise to the officers and 
men of my command during the engagement; every one did his duty 
faithfully. Lieutenant Martin, though just from a severe attack of 
illness, was on active duty the whole day; Major Vifquain was also 
present, and showed his usual energy and bravery. Both these officers 
were .under your observation, and I need not recount to you their 
conduct. 

On the morning of May 2, in pursuance of orders received the pre- 
vious night, my command was ready to fall in at daylight. At about 7 
a.m. we were ordered to take the extreme left, and support the Twenty- 
third Wisconsin, of General Burbridge’s brigade. We formed, and 
marched in line of battle until we reached the bottom of the valley, im- 
mediately in front of the previous day’s battle-field, on the left of the 
road leading to Port Gibson. Here a halt was made until skirmishers 
of the Twenty-third Wisconsin ascertained that the enemy had retreated 
in the night, when my command filed into the road by the left flank, 
and marched into the town of Port Gibson, this regiment being the 
second into town, the Twenty-third Wisconsin being the first, where 
we halted for the day. ’ 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. S. RUTHERFORD, 
Colonel, Commanding Ninety-seventh Regiment Lilinois Volunteers. 


Col. W. J. LANDRAM, 
Comdg. 2d Brig., 10th Div., 13th Army Corps, Army of the Tenn. 


Nome 


Report of Brig. Gen. Alvin P. Hovey, U. 8. Army, commanding Twelfth 
Division, including operations since April 14. 


Hpars. TWELFTH Div., THIRTEENTH ARMY CoRPS, 
In the Field, May 8, 1863. 
CoLoNEL: I have the honor to submit the following report, com- 
mencing with the landing of the Twelfth Division at Milliken’s Bend 
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on the 14th of April, and terminating with the battle of Port Gibson, 
on the Ist day of May: 

Marching over heavy roads from the Bend on the 16th, under orders 
to leave our camp and garrison equipage behind, we arrived at Daw- 
son’s farm, on the Roundaway Bayou, on the second day. 

On the 18th, marched to the mouth of Gilbert’s Bayou, with direc- 
tions to make a reconnaissance in the direction of the Mississippi River, 
and ascertain whether a practicable route could be found. Descending 
the bayou, I met General Osterhaus coming up from the river on the 
same business, and on comparing notes the route was deemed practi- 
cable, and so reported to Major-General McClernand. 

In four days from that date my division, with the aid of Captain 
Patterson’s pioneers, built four bridges over about 1,000 feet of water 
and cut 2 miles of road through the woods, thus opening up the great 
military route through the overflowed lands from Milliken’s Bend to the 
Mississippi River below Vicksburg. During this severe task many of 
my men worked for hours up to their necks in water, and I take this 
oceasion to thank them for the devotion and energy there displayed. 
To Capt. George W. Jackson, Thirty-fourth Indiana, and his pioneer 
SOEDS: praise is particularly due for the performance of this herculean 
task. 

On the 28th, we embarked on steamers for the purpose of aiding in 
the attack on Grand Gulf, and on the 29th witnessed the brilliant as- 
sault by the gunboats upon that place. 

As it was supposed at the time that a battle would take place at 
Grand Gulf, the horses of all officers, except those commanding divis- 
ions, and all kinds of transportation, were left behind. Subsequent 
events made this very onerous upon the officers and upon the com- 
mand. 

On the 30th, we again disembarked at Bruinsburg Landing, Miss., 
below Grand Gulf, and at 3 p. m. took up our line of march for Port 
Gibson, the order of march by divisions being Carr’s (Fourteenth), 
Osterhaus’ (Ninth), Hovey’s (Twelfth), Smith’s (Tenth). 

The organization of the Twelfth Division at that time was— 

First Brigade, General George F. McGinnis commanding.—The Twenty- 
fourth Indiana, commanded by Col. W. T. Spicely ; Forty-sixth Indiana, 
commanded by Col. T. H. Bringhurst; Eleventh Indiana, commanded 
by Col. Daniel Macauley ; Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, commanded by Col. 
Charles R. Gill; Thirty-fourth Indiana, commanded by Col. R. A. Came- 
ron; Sixteenth Ohio Battery, commanded by Capt, J. A. Mitchell; 
Second Ohio Battery, commanded by First Lieut. Aug. Beach. 

Second Brigade, Col. James R. Slack commanding.—The Twenty-fourth 
Iowa, commanded by Col. EH. OC. Byam; Twenty-eighth Lowa, com- 
manded by Col. John Connell; Tifty-sixth Ohio, commanded by Lieut. 
Col. W. H. Raynor; Forty-seventh Indiana, commanded by Lieut. Col. 
J. A. McLaughlin; First Missouri Battery, commanded by Captain 
Schofield; Peoria Light Artillery, commanded by Second Lieutenant 
Fenton. 

We continued our march through the night. Near 2 o’clock in the 
morning of May 1, cannonading was heard in our front, which continued 
for several minutes. The column pressed forward, and at daylight 

‘reached Center Creek, about 3 miles west of Port Gibson. 

At this point, at 5.30 a. m., my division was ordered to take position 
a few hundred yards in advance, upon the right of the road, on the crest 
of two hills nearly opposite the Shafer farm-house, at that time the 
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headquarters of Major-General McClernand. The First Brigade occu- 
pied the position in front nearest the enemy’s line and at right angles 
to the road, and the Second Brigade on a similar ridge in the rear of 
the First Brigade. 

The lines of each brigade were formed under fire from the enemy, who 
were being engaged by Brigadier-General Benton, to my left and near 
the center of the line of battle. 

At this juncture I received orders from Major-General McClernand to 
hold my division as a reserve until the arrival of the Tenth Division, 
commanded by Brigadier-General Smith, at which time my whole com- 
mand was to be in readiness to take part in the action. 

On receiving this command, I ordered my division to lie down under 
the cover of the brows of the hills. In less than thirty minutes after- 
ward, General Smith arrived, and the fact was announced to the major- 
general commanding. In the mean time the brigade under General 
Benton was engaged in a severe conflict with the enemy upon our left, 
and gallantly resisting almost overwhelming numbers. 

About 7 a. m. an aide from Major-General McClernand came rapidly 
forward, with orders directing me without the least delay to support 
General Benton’s line. I immediately ordered Brigadier-General Me- 
Ginnis to march the infantry of the First Brigade in line of battle across 
a deep and rugged ravine to his support. All concur in describing this 
ravine as being about 40 rods wide, and filled with vines, cane, deep 
gulches, and exceedingly difficult of passage. The enemy, no doubt, 
regarded it as impassable. 

As soon as the First Brigade had commenced moving, I ordered the 
Second Brigade, Colonel Slack commanding, to march by the right flank 
around the head of the ravine, in support of the forces engaged in the 
center. They reached their proper position, in line of the division, be- 
yond the ravine, about the same time the left of the First Brigade arrived, 
the right of the First Brigade being still engaged in working through 
the tangled vines and underbrush of the ravine. As I rode down the 
road toward the front and middle of my line, |] met Captain Klauss, 
First Indiana Battery, who had been gallantly fighting the rebel bat- 
teries; the field around him and one disabled gun testified to the nature 
of the conflict. Heat once pointed out the position of the rebel battery, 
the guns of which, with a line of rebel heads in their rear, were plainly 
visible. I immediately rode down, under cover of the brow of the ravine, 
to the head of the Second Brigade, where Colonel Slack and Colonel 
Cameron, of the Thirty-fourth Indiana, were standing. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Raynor, of the Fifty-sixth Ohio, who had been supporting Cap- 
tain Klauss’ battery, here joined us. Here I attempted to communicate 
with General McGinnis, who was in the rear of his brigade, but the 
ground was impassable for my aides on horseback, and my voice could 
not be heard on account of the noise around him. 

I pointed out the battery first to Colonel Cameron, and told him it 
must be taken. Colonel Slack claimed the honor for his command, but 
I settled the matter by directing Colonel Cameron, Thirty-fourth Indiana 
Regiment, to make the charge, and Lieutenant-Colonel Raynor, Fifty- 
sixth Ohio, to support it. I also directed Colonel Slack to hold his bri- 
gade ready to move forward at-any instant.. The distance of the rebel 
battery from the point of my attack could not have exceeded 150 yards. 

Upon receiving the order to charge, Colonel Cameron commanded his 
battalion to leap the fence, which, with the Fifty-sixth Ohio, rushed, 
with loud shouts and fixed bayonets, toward the battery. Their advance - 
was met with grape from the rebel battery and a shower of ball from 
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the rebel lines. The fire became intense and concentrated, and both 
regiments, to shield themselves, fell to the ground, while the fire con- 
tinued for two or three minutes longer on both sides. At this juncture 
I gave the command “forward” as loud as I could, and had the grati- 
fication of seeing the Thirty-fourth and Fifty-sixth spring to their feet, 
and, with two companies of the Hleventh Indiana, which I knew by 
their dress, and several other companies from my division, which I could 
not then distinguish, rush forward to the charge. 

Again the bright bayonets of the Twelfth Division were glittering in 
the sun ; again a wild shout, a shout of triumph, reverberated through 
the hills. The enemy were beaten back, between 200 and 300 taken 
prisoners, and 1 stand of colors, 2 12-pounder howitzers, 3 caissons, 
and 3 six-mule teams, loaded with ammunition, was the reward of this 
chivalric action. 

The particular men or companies who seized the colors, took the guns 
and turned them upon the enemy, surrounded and took the prisoners, 
I cannot tell, as in the hot contest of the moment nothing but moment- 
ary daguerrean sketches could have fixed the facts. One thing is cer- 
tain, the honor of the charge belongs to the Twelfth Division. I gave 
the command, my men obeyed, and made the charge, manned the guns, 
discharged them at the enemy, took the prisoners, and have the battle- 
flag of the battery now in possession of the gallant Colonel Raynor. 
That other gallant men were there, after the inception of the charge, 
and sustained it, may be so, as officers and men of this corps are not 
only ready but more than willing to do their duty; but that any organ- 
ized body of troops from any other division participated in the capture 
is, I think, contrary to the position of the corps at the time and the 
truth of history. ay Lx 

Immediately after the charge was made, several regiments formed on 
the same ridge in line of battle, and the wildest enthusiasm prevailed 
as Major-Generals Grant and McClernand rode down our lines. Gen- 
erals Grant and MceClernand commanded me to press the whole line 
forward immediately and drive the enemy from the field before they 
could be re-enforced. I gave the command to the brigades of my own 
division and to the gallant Col. William J. Landram, commanding the 
Second Brigade, Tenth Division, who, with my division, immediately 
marched across a ravine in the direction the enemy had taken. On 
reaching the plateau or ridge beyond, our line again received the en- 
emy’s fire from a long woody ravine which lay at the base of the ridge. 
Skirmishers at different points opened a fire upon the enemy for several 
minutes. Passing through a slight opening in this ravine, Colonel Slack 
formed the Forty-seventh Indiana and Vifty-sixth Ohio in line of battle 
and opened fire on the enemy. Being severely pressed, he was subse- 
quently re-enforced by the Twenty-fourth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, 
Col. W. T. Spicely commanding, and Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, Colonel 
Gill, and, after a hot and. spirited contest of one hour and a half with 
about equal numbers, they forced the enemy to retire before them. Here 
these gallant regiments met with severe loss. 

During this contest, and when passing down our lines to the right, I 
met General McGinnis, who informed me that the enemy were moving 
on our right, with the probable intention of flanking us. He had pre- 
viously sent to the right three companies of skirmishers from the Elev- 
enth and Twenty-fourth Indiana and Colonel Cameron with the Thirty- 
fourth. As we passed down the line, my aide, Lieut. J.P. Pope, discov- 
ered a rebel battery moving in the same direction, supported by a large 
foree of infantry, marching partly hidden by the woody ravine. [plainly 
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saw their heavy column advancing. In afew minutes the rebel battery 
opened on our lines, firing shell and shot from 24 and 12 pounder how- 
itzers. The shell and shot picked up on the field demonstrated their 
caliber. As my infantry were already in close supporting distance, ‘i 
massed my four batteries on the brow of the ridge, and concentrated 
their fire into the ravine in the direction of the rebel lines and battery. 

The position of my guns and infantry at this time is shown by asketeh 
accompanying this report.* I am indebted to W. R. McComas, first 
lieutenant and aide on Major-General McClernand’s staff, for the sketch 
and other similar favors. ‘ ; 

The fire from my batteries was well directed and continued for over 
one hour, and drove the rebel battery and infantry from that part of 
the field. The honor of repulsing the enemy at this point unquestion- 
ably belongs to the batteries of the Twelfth Division, which have my 
sincere thanks for their efficient service during the day. 

When the fire from the enemy ceased on the right, General McCler- 
nand sent orders to have two regiments move in line of battle from our 
right through the ravine in which the enemy had been concealed. 
Colonel Cameron, being on the extreme right at this time, was ordered, 
in conjunction with one regiment from General Smith’s First Brigade, 
to perform this duty. The length of the ravine was nearly 1 mile, with 
its width ranging from a few yards to over 100. About equidistant 
from its ends is a narrow neck, through which the hills and ground be- 
yond are plainly visible. To this neck the regiments last named marched 
in line of battle through the ravine, capturing several prisoners. Skir- 
mishers from the Second Brigade continued firing for some time in the 
upper end of the ravine, above the neck, when the enemy abandoned 
this part of the field and fled. The firing continued at irregular inter- 
vals along the line for some time afterward, but the indications plainly 
proved that they were only covering a rapid retreat. Thus ended the 
battle of Port Gibson, and we slept upon the field 2 miles in advance | 
of the morning’s contest. 

It will be impossible for me to particularize each movement of the 
respective regiments. Their special actions are clearly described in the 
reports of their commanders. I have no fault to find with any officer 
or private in my command. If any faltered I know it not. Each bri- 
gade was handled in a masterly manner, and too much praise cannot 
be bestowed on the veteran General McGinnis and the gallant Colonel 
Slack, who commanded them. Faithfully, nobly, and unfalteringly, 
they, with their officers and men, performed their full duty of thorough 
soldiers. Their country must thank and reward them. 

Throughout the day, in the hottest of the hail, and on almost every part 
of the field where man or horse could go, Capt. John E. Phillips, assist- 
ant adjutant-general, and my aides, First Lieuts. John T. MeQuiddy and 
Joseph P. Pope, were carrying orders and making observations. Their 
assistance was invaluable to me, and their services deserve the highest 
praise. George W. Bownell, private of Company ©, First Indiana 
Cavalry, who acted as my mounted orderly, proved himself worthy of 
promotion for his fearless bearing and services throughout the day. 

To Surg. Robert B. Jessup, medical director, and the medical corps 
who co-operated with him, the command is under great obligations for 
their services under the very trying difficulties which surrounded them. 
The sick and wounded have been thoroughly eared for, although no 
ambulance or medical wagon accompanied my division. The surgeons 


* See opposite page. 


CHAP. XXXYVI.] 


= {| H = 
SSG om Ss 
SSS SS nC) IN my } SS 
SS SS a oy v i nh =, IIA 
Ss SS en wat : 
gS = SS dt, V2 4 iN 
Ss WSS S \ PO t au 
ZINN pk eal y 
WHS He SE sé 
NY Hn RN win ~“\ 
\ ye rey | < 
AWW s=S Hy i SS 
an Ss > wwe S 
AW WS Die <S Wy 8S 
\o_—e=€ewWS Wy bp) Se 
SS \ Fn Ns BA = 
SSS \ Al's Fi <= 
SWS AN \S ul /] ag ial i <n ox SS 
SS \\\ ny aes pew Ss SSS 
Sa I Ge a Stl == ie SS 
ESE ate ae iti De i Hl INS aS 
= “~™)) i Hi) Seat \\ Wad [ff SHINN SS SSS 
| Dt | i i AY) Wy y I AS Ss 
PR l SAW WENN SS 
ee aA a 
1\“ Ome lng SSW ZS | Sow \S 
Zii\ AY li SSs aS « KAY 
TAIN == ’ 
== Zu ez 
SS= —"Yyy ISS i See 
SF <S 
= =. 
A ZIP. 
WA AZ 
DANN W777 iy = 
ZS) Lye 
Z Ui 
SS 
Wy, Ly Mm 
tlt WH ea INK WA he 
AAW ie A ul ulin) \WS N 
\W 7 SS SN 
at — camming < 
. Wy 2 (ON \\ 
Y Wn H WY yp, Gi & 2A { WR 
Le i Li ,, Gi ill a 
AH Wifi yp ie D SAN 
A My Wij WS G 
SS ZZ Ly NY \ 
SS Edi. 
EY Sv ARTA ; 
Ly, SAW ‘ 
DCG Mf) WSS SQ WS 
te 2 
OTANI SS 


| 


| 


606 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. — [Cuar. XXXVL 


carried all their medical stores on foot, and not only performed their 
whole duty by attending to the noble men who were wounded in my 
command, but, like the good Samaritan of other days, gave balm and 
bound up the wounds of suffering rebels by the wayside. 

The prisoners taken by my command on the field of battle cannot 
fall short of 400. 

My casualties, as shown by accompanying reports, are: Killed, 42; 
wounded, 263, and missing, 3. Total, 308.* 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
ALVIN P. HOVEY, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. Twelfth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps. 


Lieut. Col. WALTER B. ScATtTEzEs, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 12. 


Report of Brig. Gen. George F. MeGinnis, U. S. Army, commanding 
First Brigade. 


Hogrs. Firsr BRicgADE, TWELFTH DIVISION, 
THIRTEENTH ARMY CoRPS, ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE, 
In the Wield, May 6, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the First Brigade in the battle of Port Gibson, Miss., on the 
1st instant: 

My brigade consisted of the following commands, viz: 

The Eleventh Indiana Infantry, Col. Daniel Macauley, 519 men; 
Twenty-fourth Indiana Infantry, Col. W. T. Spicely, 546 men; Thirty- 
fourth Indiana Infantry, Col. R. A. Cameron, 607 men; Forty-sixth In- 
diana Infantry, Col. T. H. Bringhurst, 423 men; Twenty-ninth Wis- 
consin Infantry, Col. Charles Rk. Gill, 533 men; Second Ohio Battery, 
First Lieutenant Beach commanding, 100 men; Sixteenth Ohio Battery, 
Capt. J. A. Mitchell, commanding, 111 men. Total, 2,839. 

About 7 a. m. I received an order from Brig. Gen. A. P. Hovey, com- 
manding our division, to form my brigade in line of battle, holding two 
regiments in reserve. The order was immediately executed. My first 
line was composed of the Twenty-fourth, Thirty-fourth, and Forty-sixth 
Indiana; my second of the Eleventh Indiana and Twenty-ninth Wis- 
consin, with directions to hold themselves about 200 yards in the rear 
and act as support to the first line. One section of the Second Ohio 
Battery was all the artillery I had with my command at the commence- 
ment of the battle, in consequence of a lack of transportation upon our 
leaving Perkins’ plantation, La. As soon as our lines were formed, we 
advanced about three-fourths of a mile over a surface of country which 
under any other circumstances would have been pronounced impassable. 
High hills, in many places almost perpendicular, deep ravines, thickly 
covered with cane and vines, interfered very much with our advance. 
After advancing about half a mile, at the request of General Benton, 
commanding First Brigade, Fourteenth Division, the. Twenty-fourth 
Indiana Infantry was detached from my brigade for the purpose of sup- 
porting General Benton’s right, which brought on the action, and had 
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been hotly engaged for some time. The Twenty-fourth moved up to its 
position in gallant style, and after a short but very sharp engagement 
the enemy retreated from that part of the field, upon which the Twenty- 
fourth rejoined the brigade. The balance of my brigade moved rapidly 
to the front, and were soon within range of a rebel battery, supported 
by a brigade of infantry. The Thirty-fourth Indiana, being in advance, 
was ordered by General Hovey to charge the battery. <A gallant effort 
was made to execute the order, but such a fearfully destructive fire was 
poured upon them that Colonel Cameron, very properly and with much 
- coolness and judgment, halted his command, and protected them from the 
enemy’s fire behind the brow of the hill. At this juncture the Eleventh 
Indiana, which had been in reserve, moved to the front in double-quick, 
and as soon as a portion of its right was in line with the Thirty-fourth 
and left of the Forty-sixth Indiana, another gallant charge was made 
upon the battery, which was double-shotted and just upon the point of 
being fired. The gunners and horses were shot down, and the brigade 
Ep owee turned their backs upon us and fled in confusion from the 
eld. 

The result of this gallant dash, in which the Thirty-fourth, Eleventh, 
and Forty-sixth Indiana participated, was the capture of 2 12-pounder 
howitzers, 3 caissons, 3 wagons loaded with ammunition, 3 stand of 
colors, several horses, and over 200 prisoners. Company K, of the 
Eleventh Indiana, was detailed to man the guns, who turned them 
upon the enemy and delivered a few effective shots. 

After a short halt, to enable all to rest and procure water, I received 
an order from General Hovey for another advance. In this movement 
the Thirty-fourth and Forty-sixth Indiana were held in reserve within 
supporting distance of the first line. After advancing about 1 mile, 
we again met the enemy, who had been re-enforced, and were strongly 
posted on the opposite side of a deep ravine. ; 

My command was immediately ordered forward to support the Second 
Brigade, Colonel Slack, and took up a position in the ravine and on the 
brow of the hill, and opened their fire upon the enemy. At this point 
the conflict was. terrific, and was kept up without any intermission 
whatever for an hour and thirty-seven minutes, when the enemy, find- 
ing that they could not drive us from our position, retreated in dismay, 
and made no further resistance on that part of the field. 

During this last engagement I received information that the rebels 
showed signs of an intention to attack and turn our right. I immedi- 
ately directed Colonel Cameron, of the Thirty-fourth Indiana, to occupy 
and hold the hill to the right, and sent to his assistance one section of 
the Sixteenth Ohio Battery, and informed General Hovey of what I had 
done. A concentrated fire from sixteen guns of the division continued 
for over an hour, dislodging the enemy from their position and driving 
them from the field. 

After this engagement had been continued for an hour, I received a 
message from Colonel Gill, of the Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, informing 
me that his regiment had suffered severely, and asking to be relieved for 
ashort time. Having no regiment of my own command unemployed, I 
called upon General Benton for the required assistance, who generously 
tendered the services of the gallant Eighth Indiana, Colonel Shunk, 
-and, although they were short of ammunition, they went in with a will 
and rendered the necessary relief, and fought gloriously and victoriously 
during the remainder of the engagement. ; 

The Twenty-fourth Indiana and Twenty-ninth Wisconsin stood the 
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brunt of the engagement, occupying the front and most dangerous 
position. It was here that their heaviest loss occurred. 

Owing to the nature of the ground over which we moved in the early 
part of the engagement, it was utterly impossible for the section of the 
Second Ohio Battery; commanded by Lieutenant Guthrie, to follow 
us. As soon, however, as he could get his guns in position, he opened 
upon the rebels and did gallant service during the day. 

Two sections of the Second Ohio Battery, First Lieutenant Beach 
commanding, and the whole of the Sixteenth Ohio Battery, Captain 
Mitchell, which had been left at Perkins’ plantation, for reasons before 
stated, arrived upon the battle-field about 10 a.m. They were immedi- 
ately put to work, and did good service during the balance of the day. 

The expressions of admiration of the manner in which the two bat- 
teries were handled—the precision and rapidity with which they fired— 
were frequent and well deserved. Officers and men are entitled to much 
praise for their good conduct. ; 

At about 4 p.m. my brigade was again ordered to advance, in sup- 
port of a brigade of General Smith’s division. After advancing a short 
distance, we were ordered to halt, and soon after were ordered into posi- 
tion for the night. 

When all—officers and men, and the different commands of my bri- 
gade—performed their whole duty, it would appear unjust to discrimi- 
nate. I cannot refrain, however, from special mention of the Twenty- 
ninth Wisconsin, not that they fought longer and more gallantly than 
others—not that they are more brave or better disciplined—but that it 
is a new regiment, and this was the first time that they had been en- 
gaged with an enemy or that any of their men had ever been under fire. 
They fought like veterans, and suffered severely, as their report of cas- 
ualties will show. 

Captains Caven and Ruckle, of the Eleventh Indiana, are deserving 
of special mention for gallant conduct in the charge upon and taking of 
arebel battery. I regret that commandants of other regiments engaged 
in that affair have not seen proper to make special mention of the prin- 
cipal actors of their commands engaged in it. 

To Colonels Spicely, Cameron, Macauley, Gill, and Bringhurst, all of 
whom were on foot, like myself, in consequence of an order prohibiting 
us from bringing our horses across the river, I am much indebted for 
valuable assistance, and the prompt and energetic manner in which they 
executed all orders. 

I would also make honorable mention of Capts. J. H. Livsey, W. 8S. 
Marshall, and Lieut. D. J. Wells, of my staff, all of whom were very 
efficient in transmitting orders, more especially as they were also on foot. 

My command moved from the Mississippi River at 3 p. m. on April 
30, and marched until 5 a m. Ist instant, carrying their knapsacks, 
four days’ rations, and 100 rounds of ammunition per man. 

J herewith transmit the reports of regimental and battery command- 
ers, with a list of killed and wounded. 

The loss of my command is as follows: * 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE IF. McGINNIS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade. 


Capt. JoHn HE. PHILLIPS, , 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Twelfth Division. 


* Embodied in revised statement, p. 583, 
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No. 13. 
Keport of Col. Daniel Macauley, Eleventh Indiana Infantry. 


NEAR WILLOW SprRiInGsS, Miss., 
May 5, 1863. 


Sir: The following report of the part taken by the Eleventh Indiana 
in the battle of May 1, near Port Gibson, is respectfully submitted : 

We arrived near the battle-field at 6 a.m. on that day, after march- 
ing all night, and, before having time to cook breakfast, were sent by 
General A. P. Hovey to the field to report to General G. F. McGinnis. 
On.an order from him, we stacked arms in shelter of a hill, and awaited 
the “advance.” 

About 8 a. m. I received General McGinnis’ order to form line on the 
right of the Twenty-ninth Wisconsin Infantry, and advance, as support, 
200 yards in the rear of the line formed by the Twenty-fourth, Forty- 
sixth, and Thirty-fourth Indiana Regiments. A deep ravine, choked 
by an almost impassable canebrake and undergrowth, was before us, 
through which, with great exertion, we succeeded in forcing our way. 
Two more of like character were passed, when, by marching by the left 
flank, an open space was reached, in which were formed the remaining 
regiments of the brigade. 

In front of my position was a ravine running diagonally to the left 
and rear, on the far side of it, and a little to the right was stationed a 
rebel battery, supported by a heavy force of infantry. I was ordered 
to cross this ravine, making a right half-wheel, and attack, in company 
with the Forty-sixth Indiana, on the other side. The ravine was imme- 
diately passed, but the Forty-sixth had been delayed a little in crossing. 
I halted and waited a moment for it. We were formed in a road, in 
front of which was the Thirty-fourth Indiana, lying down; about 100 
yards to the right and front was a large house, and immediately beyond 
it the rebel battery. Resolving to take possession, without further 
delay, of a part of the rising ground on which was the house and bat- 
tery, I moved by the right flank, double-quick, up the road, then by 
the left. flank over the fence, and with a run and yell the position and 
battery were ours. 

This battery seemed to be a much-disputed point among a number of 
claimants for the honor of its capture. I find that as our two companies 
on the right (B and G) neared the guns, the rebels endeavored to turn 
them on us, but a volley from the companies killed a number of the 
cannoneers and prevented it. Possession was immediately had, and 
the guns turned on the enemy. 

As, however, by this time the Forty-sixth Indiana was in the field, 
and the Thirty-fourth Indiana also moving and doing good service so 
near us, it is almost impossible to decide which of them did not partici: 
pate in the capture of the battery. The Eleventh in the mean time kept 
up 2 constant and rapid fire on the enemy, which continued till he had 
retreated from all positions in range. 

After a halt here of half an hour, I was ordered to advance with the 
Twenty-fourth Indiana and with two companies thrown out as skir- 
mishers. Ordering Company H, Captain Ruckle, and Company G, 
- Captain Caven, forward on that duty, we advanced about half a mile, 
_ when rapid firing to the left told us the battle had again commenced. 
We remained in shelter of a hill, on the right of Fenton’s Peoria bat- 
tery, till ordered forward to take a position on a ridge running nearly 
perpendicular to our present one, to resist an attack being made by the 


39 BR R—VOL XxIy, PTI 


610 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. [Cuar. XXXVI 


enemy in force. This was about 11.30 a.m. Having moved, we re- 
mained ‘> defense of that ridge till about 5 p. m., resisting during that 
time several attacks. 

I was then ordered by General McGinnis to move forward and sup- 
port an attack being made by General A. J. Smith’s division. I at 
once moved down in the bottom, some 200 yards to the front, and awaited 
a chance to get in, there being here but one road, and it filled with 
troops at a halt. Remaining here about half an hour, the regiments to 
the front were brought back, and I was ordered to my recent position 
on the ridge. The firing in front soon ceased, and we bivouacked for 
the night. 

In conclusion, I would say that where every man did his duty so thor- 
oughly and fought with so much energy, it is difficult to single out any 
for special mention, yet the gallant conduct of Captains Ruckle and 
Caven in the capture of the battery deserves more than a passing notice. 

The regiment entered the fight with 491 enlisted men and 28 commis- 
sioned officers. It lost 1 killed, 1 missing, and 23 wounded. 


Very respectfully, 
DANIEL MACAULEY, 
Colonel Eleventh Indiana Volunteers. 
Capt. JAMES H. LIVSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 14. 


Report of Col. James R. Slack, Forty-seventh Indiana Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade. 


Hp@rs. 2D BRIGADE, 127TH DIVISION, 13TH ARMY CORPS, 
Willow Springs, Miss., May 5, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the forces under my command in the severely contested battle 
of Port Gibson on the Ist instant: : 

My command consisted of the Forty-seventh Indiana Infantry, under 
command of Lieut. Col. John A, McLaughlin; Fifty-sixth Ohio Infan- 
try, under command of Lieut. Col. William H. Raynor; Twenty-fourth 
Jowa Infantry, commanded by Col. Eber C. Byam; Twenty-eighth Iowa 
Infantry, commanded by Col. John Connell; First Missouri Battery, 
Capt. George W. Schofield commanding, and the Peoria Battery, com- 
manded by Lieut. Frank B. Fenton. I formed the infantry on the crest 
of Thompson’s Hill, to the right of the Port Gibson road, at 6 o’clock 
in the morning, and Schofield’s battery to the left of the same road, 
and in advance of the first line. The Peoria Battery, for want of trans- 
portation across the Mississippi, did not reach the field until about 10 
a.m. During the formation of our lines, the battle opened a skort dis- 
tance to our left and front, and continued with great stubbornness for 
an hour, when General Hovey directed me to put my column in motion 
and support General Benton, whose forces were being hard pressed by 
overwhelming numbers. The whole column was immediately formed, 
and moved most gallantly to the point indicated, with the Forty-seventh 
Indiana and the Fifty-sixth Ohio on the extreme left and the Twenty- 
fourth and Twenty-eighth Iowa on the right. 

These positions were respectively taken under a severe fire of the 
enemy’s infantry, and shell and canister from a whole battery at a dis- 
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tance of about 200 yards, yet the several commands took their position 
in line without flinching, and advanced to within 80 yards of the enemy’s 
battery, immediately after which General Hovey ordered Colonel Cain- 
eron, of the Thirty-fourth Indiana, to charge and take the battery, and 
ordered me to support the charge with the Fifty-sixth Chio, which was 
Immediately to the left of the Thirty-fourth Indiana. I at once gave 
the command, and the order was promptly responded to, and the brave 
Vifty-sixth, with its gallant commander, rushed up to the very muzzle 
of the rebel guns, in company with the daring Thirty-fourth, drove 
them from their battery, killed a number of the cannoneers and troops 
supporting the battery, and captured the stand of rebel colors, which 
Colonel Raynor now has in his possession, a worthy custodian of that 
rebel trophy. Immediately after the guns were silenced, Colonel Ray- 
nor, with his command, passed on beyond the battery, and captured 
220 prisoners. In the charge upon the battery, three companies of the 
Twenty-eighth Iowa also supported the Thirty-fourth Indiana. Dur- 
ing the whole time, the Forty-seventh Indiana, under command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel McLaughlin, was hotly engaged with a heavy force of 
rebel infantry on the extreme left, which was trying to reach the left 
flank, but was repulsed at every effort, and driven back with terrible 
slaughter. 

During this engagement, Schofield’s battery, under the personal com- 
mand of Captain Schofield and Lieut. Thomas Mitchell, dealt most ter- 
rible and damaging blows, which materially contributed to our success. 
Thus terminated the contest in the forencon. In the afternoon the 
Twenty-fourth and Twenty-eighth lowa were ordered to the rear and 
extreme left of the line, to support Major-General Logan’s division, 
which was hotly engaged, and there continued fighting like veterans, 
as men of that gallant State always have done, until the enemy was 
driven from the field and utterly routed at every point, and the curtain 
of night closed the scene. 

About 1 p.m. the Forty-seventh Indiana and the Fifty-sixth Ohio 
changed front, and occupied position about 1 mile to the left and rear 
of their position in the forenoon. I then moved the column forward, 
with Company D, of the Forty-seventh Indiana, under command of 
Capt. James R. Brewer, and Company B, of the Fifty-sixth Ohio, under 
command of Lieut. John Jochem, thrown forward as skirmishers, 

After moving about half a mile over very broken ground, and across 
a ridge covered with timber, the skirmishers encountered the rebel col- 
umn, with their sharpshooters in advance, under cover of thick brush 
andaravine. After a sharp skirmish they were driven out, the column 
in the mean time advancing over a hill to the support of the skirmishers. 
Immediately upon their rising the hill, the action became general, but 
we were soon compelled to retire from our position, by re-enforcements 
of the enemy in large numbers approaching over the crest of a bill to 
our right and rear, and form our line on the slope of the bill, which was 
quickly executed and in good order. 

During the time of forming this line with the two regiments of my 
own brigade, the Twenty-fourth Indiana Infantry, of the First Brigade, 
under command of Col. William T. Spicely, came down the hill and 
formed to the right of the Wifty-sixth Ohio, taking their position in the 
bed of a creek, at right angles with the line of the Second Brigade. 
These lines had not more than been formed when three rebel regi- 
ments—two Missouri and one Louisiana—came down at a charge, with 
terrific yells, and could not be seen, because of the very thick growth 
of cane, until they reached a point within 30 yards of my line. 
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The Fifty-sixth Ohio and Forty-seventh Indiana opened upon their 
line in front, and the Twenty-fourth Indiana on their flank, a most ter- 
rific and jarring fire, which arrested their charge and threw them into 
some confusion, but they soon recovered, and returned our fire with great 
spirit and pertinacity for about two hours, when the rebel survivors fled 
in utter confusion, leaving their dead and wounded upon the ground. 

During this engagement the two batteries in my command located on 
the hill to our right and rear threw shell and shrapnel into the enemy’s 
ranks, which created great havoc. In this engagement the Vifth Mis- 
souri (rebel) Regiment was almost totally annihilated, there being but 
19 of them left, who were taken prisoners. With this contest closed 
the battle on the right, and it was a fair, square fight of regiment against 
regiment, of about equal numbers and equally armed, resulting in the 
complete triumph of the troops of Indiana and Ohio over the chivalric 
braggarts and flower of the Southern Army. 

During the several engagements of my command many prisoners were 
taken, but they were sent to the rear, and placed in charge of the pro- 
vost-marshal, without any account of the number being taken thereof. 

The reports of the various commanders of my brigade are herewith 
_inclosed, and make a part of this. 

To the cool and gallant conduct of all the field and line officers, and 
the persevering determination of each and every one in my command, I 
cannot express-too much gratitude and admiration. To them belongs 
the glory of the triumph, every officer and every man having done his 
whole duty. 

My acting assistant adjutant-general, Lieut. H. G. P. Jennings, of 

Jompany C, Forty-seventh Indiana, and my aide, Lieutenant [Theodore] 
Schaeffer, of Company I’, Twenty-eighth Iowa, rendered me most ad- 
mirable service, carrying and executing orders during the whole day. 

I would call special attention to Private George Phillips, Company 
K, Fifty-sixth Ohio Infantry, who, acting in the capacity of messenger 
for me during the whole day, was constantly with me when not absent 
temporarily upon some duty, never flinching from danger in the thickest 
of the battle, collected and calm; he is well worthy of promotion. 

The whole number of casualties are: Killed, 16; wounded, 62; miss- 
ing, 11—in all, 89. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES R. SLACK, 
Col., Comdg. Second Brig., Twelfth Div., Thirteenth Army Corps. 


Capt. JoHN KH. PHILLIPS, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 15. 


Report of Lieut. Col. John A. McLaughlin, Forty-seventh Indiana In- 
Santry. : 


Hpgrs. FORTY-SEVENTH REGT. INDIANA VoL. INFANTRY, 
Willow Springs, Miss., May 5, 1863. 
COLONEL : In compliance with orders, I proceed to give you a detailed 
account of the part borne by the regiment under my command (the 
Forty-seventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry) in the battle of Port Gibson, 
Miss., on the 1st instant. 
At about 6.30 a. m. we formed line of battle on the extreme right of 
the Second Brigade, where the battle immediately opened upon the part 


ry 


Cuar. XXXVI] BATTLE OF PORT GIBSON, MISS. 613 


of the infantry. At about 7.30 a.m. we were ordered to the left and 
front, to support the First Missouri Battery, Captain. Schofield, which 
position, upon the height to the left of the road leading to Port Gibson, 
and about 1 mile in advance of our fir st line of battle, we occupied for 
more than two and a half hours, where we delivered three effective 
volleys at the enemy maneuvering upon ourright. In this position the 
enemy’s bullets fell among us thick and fast, but as we were well shel- 
tered under the brow of the hill, we only lost 1 man from Company B 
and 1 man belonging to the ambulance corps of the Fifty-sixth Ohio 
Volunteers, both killed. 

At about 11 o'clock we were ordered to the front. We then proceeded 
to the Port Gibson road, up which, toward Port Gibson, we advanced 
about 2 miles, and crossed to the right of said road, and formed in line 
of battle upon the crest of the hills. Here we ordered forward Com- 
pany D, of the lorty-seventh, as skirmishers, and advanced to the ex- 
treme front over a ridge and across Willow Creek, and to the top of 
the hill beyond, where we formed in line of battle i in the open field, our 
skirmishers being engaged in front with the Third and Fitth Missouri 
(rebel) Regiments, a rebel battery playing upon us at the same time. 
We here engaged the enemy, who opposed us hotly for half an hour. 
We were holding our own to good purpose, when we discovered that 
the rebels were advancing in line at double-quick at our right, and in 
a position favorable to taking us upon the right flank and in our rear. 
As we were a long way in advance of our main body when we took this 
position, and supposing ourselves entirely unsupported at our rear, 
we changed position, retiring by the left flank along the ravine through 
which we had gained the summit of the hill, and formed in line of battle 
at right angles with our former position, our left resting upon it, and 
immediately opened a brisk fire upon the enemy’s lines, which were in 
full charge upon us. Here the battle raged furiously for over two hours, 
during which time the pieces of our men became so heated from rapid, 
continuous firing as to make it impossible for them to continue firing 
longer with safety to themselves. We were relieved at this position by 
the Nineteenth Kentucky, the Forty-seventh retiring a few paces to the 
gully formed by Willow Creek. 

The firing having entirely ceased, and the enemy routed at this point, 
the Forty- seventh ‘stacked arms in the hollow a few paces to the rear 
of Willow Creek, and, being exhausted by the previous night’s march 
and the heat and fatigues of the day, was resting, when suddenly a 
well-directed volley from the enemy, who had skuiked up under cover 
of the bushes upon the crest of the hill, informed us that the battle was 
not yet over. We immediately for med a few paces to the rear, under 
cover of the ravine. We were then ordered to advance to the same 
position (the bed of the stream), which position we held for the remain- 
der of the day without hearing further from the enemy. 

During the entire day the conduet of both officers and men under 
my command was most admirable; coolness and presence of mind was 
that of veterans. 

Total killed, wounded, and missing, 27.* 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

E JOHN A. McLAUGHLIN, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Forty-seventh Regt. Indiana Infantry. 


Col. JAMES RK. SLAOK, 
Comdg. Second Brig., Twelfth Divw., Thirteenth Army Corps. 


*But see revised statement, p. 583. 
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No. 16. 


Report of Lieut. Joseph G. Strong, adjutant Ticenty-cighth Lowa Tn- 
Santry. 


NEAR VICKSBURG, MIss., May 28, 1863. 


DEAR Sire: It affords me great pleasure to be able to report to you 
the part taken by the Twenty-eighth Iowa in the battle of Port Gibson, ° 
May 1, 1863. 

On the evening of April 30, we were landed on the bank of the Mis- 
sissippi, and started for Port Gibson. At 1 a.m of May 1 we could 
hear the boom of artillery in our advanee. We quickened our pace, and 
arrived at the foot of Thompson’s Hill at sunrise. General Hovey, our 
division commander, rode up and said, “ Boys, prepare your breakfasts 
soon, for we go into battle in half an hour.” After breakfast we formed 
in line of battle on the crest of Thompson’s Hill, where we remained one 
hour under fire. Three companies at this time (B, G, and K) supported 
the Thirty-fourth Indiana Infantry in a charge on a rebel battery, which 
was taken, together with about 300 prisoners. After this contest the 
regiment was reformed and ordered to the extreme left (by order of 
General McClernand), which was at this time vigorously attacked by 
the enemy. On arriving at this point, we found that the enemy had 
massed a large force to turn our left, among which force were two rebel 
(Missouri) regiments (the Second and Fifth) which were placed directly 
in front of us. On arriving near to the point, we immediately formed the 
regiment in a position to meet them. After a hotly contested engage- 
ment of about two hours, the enemy fell back, and we succeeded in 
planting the Kighth Michigan Battery on the knoll we had held against 
their charge, which battery immediately commenced playing upon the 
enemy. 

At about 4 p. m. they again appeared in force, still attempting to 
turn our left, but after a brisk engagement of about an hour they retired 
in confusion. 

A company of skirmishers having been sent out to the left and front 
of our line, discovered a rebel battery which had command of the Port 
Gibson road for about three-quarters of a mile. Onr artillery soon got 
in position and commenced shelling them. We lay in support of the 
batteries until they had silenced the enemy’s guns. By this time it was 
nearly dark, and General Stevenson coming up, relieved us from our po- 
sition on the left, and we rejoined our brigade, which was encamped for 
the night on the bloody field. Here we lay on our arms in support of 
the Peoria Battery during the night. I give an extract of Colonel Con- 
nell’s report in regard to the conduct of the regiment: 

With regard to the conduct of officers and men during the action, I can only speak 
in terms of highest commendation. Although having marched all the day and night 
previous to the engagement, carrying three days’ rations and 100 rounds of cartridges 
to the man, and having never before been under fire of the enemy, they yet fought 
with that fearless spirit and determination which has always characterized the 
American soldier. 

T append a list of the killed and wounded.* 

Our regiment is now on duty in the rifle-pits before Vicksburg, so 
you will see that I have but little time to make reports. However, I 
will send you a report of the part the Twenty-eighth took in the battle 
of Champion’s Hill before long. I will only state that we lost in the 
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battle of the 16th over 100 men. I will send you reports, &c., as soon 
as my field desk comes up. It is at Grand Gulf, where it has been for 
nearly amonth. One thing, the Twenty-eighth has added new daurels 
to the noble young State of Iowa, and will continue to do so. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH G. STRONG, 
Adjutant Twenty-eighth Towd. 
N. B. BAKER, . E 
Adjutant-General State of Iowa. 


No. 17. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Hugene A. Carr, U. 8. Army, commanding 
Pourteenth Division, including operations April 12-May 22. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH DIVISION, 
May 31, 1863. 

COLONEL: In obedience to a letter dated Headquarters Thirteenth 
Army Corps, camp near Vicksburg, Miss., May 24, 1863, I have the 
honor to submit the following report: 

My division left Milliken’s Bend April 12, and proceeded to Perkins’ 
plantation, on the Mississippi, below Vicksburg, where it arrived on the 
23d, having been engaged in making and repairing roads, repairing 
levees, making, getting together, and navigating boats of different 
kinds. Distance from Milliken’s Bend to Perkins’ plantation, 30 miles. 

On the night of April 27, we embarked on steamboats and barges, 
and the next day moved down the river and disembarked at Hard 
Times. That evening we marched 2 miles across to a point on,the Lou- 
isiana side, below Grand Gulf. 

The next morning (April 30) we re-embarked and moved down the 
river to Bruinsburg, on the Mississippi side, where we landed, and, 
after drawing three days’ rations, which were to last for five, we moved 
out on the road to Port Gibson. 

At 1 o’clock on the morning of May 1, my Second Brigade, being in 
advance, came upon the enemy, strongly posted with artillery, at Mag- 
nolia Church, about 12 miles from Bruinsburg and 4 miles from Port 
Gibson. The enemy opened on the head of the column with artillery, 
whereupon I formed the brigade in line, brought up the batteries, the 
First Iowa (Griffiths’) and First Indiana (Klauss’), and after firing about 
two hours drove away and silenced the enemy’s guns. In the morning 
the enemy opened on a road coming in from our left front, when four 
companies of the Thirty-third Illinois, under Major Potter, were sent out 
to check them and hold them at bay till the arrival of General Oster- 
haus’ division, which was assigned to contend with them on that road. 
The enemy had returned to his position near Magnolia Church, and 
at 6.30 in the morning we again attacked him, supported by Hovey’s 
division. I kept the enemy employed with my Second Brigade and 
the two batteries on the left of and in the road, while I sent the Virst 
Brigade, Brig. Gen. William P. Benton commanding, through ravines, 

‘eanebrake, and timber to the right ‘of the road, to press on his left 
flank. Some of the regiments of General Hovey’s division came up, 
and, with their assistance, the First Brigade charged and routed the 
enemy, capturing two guns, a stand of colors, some prisoners, and 
small-arms. The enemy retreated about 2 miles, and took up a new 
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position. In conjunction with the other troops, we pursued and con- 
tinued fighting him until night, when he retreated across vevee Pierre, 
destroying the bridges. 

My loss in that action, of which I bave already furnished a more 
minute report, was 42 killed and 222 wounded; total, 264.* 

The next day we marched into Port Gibson. 

The next day, May 3, we were sent to the railroad crossing of Bayou 
Pierre, 3 miles, and subsequently were ordered forward on the road to 
Willow Springs, 11 miles distant. 

On the 7th, at 3 a. m., we marched on the road to Cayuga, halting at 
Big Sandy, 14 miles distant. 

On the 12th, we marched by way of Cayuga to Fourteen-Mile Creek, 
12 miles. 

The next day we marched to near Raymond, 11 miles. 

The next day we marched past Raymond and Mississippi Springs to 
Forest Hill Church, 6 miles from Jackson. This was our hardest march. 
It rained all day, the roads were very bad, and part of the division 
failed in getting into camp. ‘The distance was about 12 miles. 

The next day we moved back through Raymond, and encamped across 
a road leading to Edwards Station; distance, 10 miles. 

The next day, May 16, was the day of the battle of Champion’s Hill. 
My division was in reserve. The Thirty-third [llinois was moved for- 
ward to support one of General Osterhaus’ brigades, and lost 1 killed 
and-2 wounded. The Second Brigade was moved forward on the left, 
and did good execution. After the battle was over, we moved forward 
in pursuit of the enemy, and pushed on as far as Edwards Station, 
which we reached about 8 o’clock. 

During the pursuit many prisoners were taken, who were simply or- 
dered back to the rear. I made it a rule, whenever I was in front, to 
dispose of prisoners in that way, thus saving my own men for more 
important duties, and being s satisfied that some one in the rear would 
pick up and secure the prisoners. 

At Edwards Station my men exposed themselves, freely in saving 
some car-loads of provisions and ammunition attached to a train which 
the enemy had set on fire. 

On the morning of the 17th, we moved forward at 5 o’clock on the 
road to Black River Bridge, 12 miles distant, the First Brigade leading, 
with a part of the Thirty- third Illinois as skirmishers and advance guard. 
We drove in the enemy’s pickets from time to time, and captured some 
prisoners, which were disposed of as before. 

Upon nearing Black River Bridge, where we found the enemy in 
force, the First “Brigade was formed in line across the road, with skir- 
mishers in front and the battery in the center, subsequently re- enforced 
by the Chicago Mercantile Battery. 

The Second Brigade was moved up on the right, with directions to 
press close on the enemy and charge him if there was a good opportu- 
nity. It was supported by two regiments and two 20- pounder Parrotts 
from Usverhats division. 

The enemy’s position was found to consist of a line of breastworks 
over a mile in length, resting on the Black River at each extremity, and 
with a natural diteh or slou eh in front 5 or 6 feet deep and miry at the 
béttom. Most of the artillery yw is posted on the right, where the ground 
was open for a considerable isanese in his front. 

Brig. Gen. M. K. Lawler, after pressing well up on his left, and fring 


* But sec en statement, p. 584. 
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a few shots with the Peoria Battery and the 20-pounders, formed his 
brigade into column of attack and charged on the enemy; the Thirty- 
third and Ninety-ninth Iinois Regiments, of the First Brigade, also 
charging as soon as they saw the Second Brigade start. 

The enemy were completely routed, and fled in confusion across 
Black River with a few pieces of artillery, leaving, however, 18 guns, 
5 stand of colors, 1,421 small-arms, and 1,751 prisoners in our posses- 
sion. 
ae this action I lost: Killed, 19; wounded, 223; missing, 1. Total, 
atv. 

The next day we moved on 8 miles, to within 4 miles of Vicksburg. 
The next day we moved up near the enemy’s works. My division was 
in reserve, but got near enough to suffer some casualties. 

On the 20th, my division relieved that of General Smith, on the ad- 
vance. 

On the evening of the 21st, we were ordered to attack the enemy at 
10 o’clock next morning, at which time there was to be a general charge 
along the whole iine. 

My division was to be supported by that of General Smith; Benton’s 
brigade by Burbridge’s, and Lawler’s by Landram’s. General Smith’s 
division behaved admirably, and did all that men could do to achieve 
success. The One hundred and thirtieth Illinois was assigned to Law- 
ler’s brigade in place of the Twenty-third lowa, detached with prison- 
ers. My two brigades moved forward promptly at the appointed time, 
and planted their colors on the outer slopes of the bastions, which they 
attacked, but were unable to make a lodgment inside the enemy’s works. 
They, however, with the two brigades of Smith’s division, parts of 
which were also on the enemy’s works, held their position under a 
wasting fire for nine hours, until after dark, when they were ordered 
to retire. 

About 5 o’clock in the afternoon, two brigades of General Quinby’s 
division were placed at my disposal. I sent one to support the right, 
under General Burbridge, who was sorely pressed, but it retreated in 
confusion as soon as it got under the enemy’s fire. The other, under 
Colonel Boomer, was sent forward with the hope of driving the enemy 
from the curtain between the salients attacked by my two brigades, and 
thereby gaining a permanent lodgment, but it was too late; the enemy 
had been enabled to withdraw forces from other points, had seen 
Quinby’s division moving in this direction, and was so strongly re-en- 
forced that he had three lines behind his works. The gallant Boomer 
was killed, and his brigade found it impossible to go beyond the first 
ravine. : 

In this action I lost 109 killed, 559 wounded, and 57 missing; total, 
125. , 

I would respectfully state that it is impossible to give exactly the 
figures required in the letter above referred to. The distances marched 
on different days, together with the time of marching, are given as 
nearly as possible in the body of the report. 

The numbers of killed and wounded follow the account of each battle. 
The total number of killed is 171; wounded, 1,006; missing, 58; the lat- 
ter being mostly wounded and taken prisoners, or killed and not found 
during the last contest. ; 

We captured a good many prisoners, who were immediately passed to 
the rear, not counted. We captured ammunition, which was immedi- 


* But sce revised statement, p. 584. 
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ately used; arms, which were taken by the men in exchange for their 
own; cartridge-boxes and other equipments, provisions, and various 
articles of which there was no time to take an account. Account was 
taken of 1,751 prisoners, 6 colors, 20 pieces of artillery, 1,421 small- 
arms, and 5 car-loads of provisions and ammunition. : 

In conclusion, while all have done their duty, and many are entitled 
to special mention of whose names and deeds I am not yet informed, 
I would respectfully submit the following list of officers and soldiers, 
who, from personal observation and official reports, I know to be enti- 
tled to favorable notice : 

Brig. Gen. William P. Benton, commanding First Brigade. 

Capt. George S. Marshall, assistant adjutant-general, First Brigade. 

First Lieut. J. P. Wiggins, aide-de-camp to General Benton. 

Col. David Shunk, Highth Indiana, distinguished in all three of the 
battles; hit in the Jeg at Vicksburg. 

Lieut. Col. C. S. Parrish, Highth Indiana, distinguished at Port. Gib- 
son, though so ill he could hardly stand. 

Maj. T. J. Brady, Eighth Indiana, acting ordnance officer, distin- 
guished in all the battles, commanded skirmishers in advance at Port 
Gibson and Black River Bridge. , 

Col. H. D. Wasbburn, Eighteenth Indiana, distinguished in all the 
battles, and well worthy of promotion. 

Maj. J. C. Jenks, Eighteenth Indiana, inspector-general and chief ‘of 
staff, First Brigade, distinguished in all the battles, mortally wounded 
at Vicksburg while in the discharge of his duties. 

Col. C. KE. Lippincott, Thirty-third [linois, distinguished in all the 
battles, had his horse shot under him while in advance in pursuit to 
Edwards Station, and was wounded in the foot at Vicksburg. 

Lieut. Col. E. R. Roe, Thirty-third Illinois, wounded at Vicksburg. 

Maj. L. H. Potter, Thirty-third Illinois, distinguished in all the battles. 

Col. G. W. K. Bailey, Ninety-ninth Llinois, distinguished in all the 
battles and wounded in the leg at Vicksburg. 

Lieut. Col. Lemuel Park, Ninety-ninth Ilinois, distinguished in the 
battles of Port Gibson and Black River Bridge. 

Captain Klauss, First Indiana Battery, distinguished in all the bat- 
tles; has exploded a great deal of ammunition for the enemy during 
the siege of Vicksburg. 

Orderly Sergt. J. W. Gerhardt, First Indiana Battery, distinguished 
in all the battles, and well worthy of promotion. 

Brig. Gen. M. K. Lawler, commanding Second Brigade, particularly 
for his gallant charge at Black River Bridge. 

Capt. B. Wilson, assistant adjutant-general, Second Brigade, distin- 
guished in the last two battles. 

Col. C. L. Harris, Eleventh Wisconsin, commanded the Second Bri- 
gade most of the time before the arrival of General Lawler, and is en- 
titled to credit for its organization and discipline. Although too ill to 
command his brigade at the battle of Port Gibson, he was on the field 
and exposed to danger. He distinguished himself at Black River Bridge 
and Vicksburg, and is well worthy of promotion. 

Lieut. Col. C. A. Wood, Eleventh Wisconsin, now acting inspector: 
general, provost-marshal, and chief of staff for the division, commanded 
the regiment at Port Gibson and distinguished himself in all the battles. 

Maj. Arthur Platt, Eleventh Wisconsin, showed great bravery in all 
the battles. 

Capt. L. H. Whittlesey, Eleventh Wisconsin, now acting division 
quartermaster, was acting assistant adjutant-general of the Second Bri- 
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gade at the battle of Port Gibson ; has distinguished himself in all the 
battles and during the whole campaign by bravery, energy, intelligence, 
and untiring industry. He is well worthy of promotion. 

Col. W. M. Stone, Twenty-second Iowa, commanded the Second Bri- 
gade at the battle of Port Gibson, and distinguished himself in all the 
battles; was wounded in the arm at Vicksburg, and is well worthy of 
promotion. 

Lieut. Col. Harvey Graham, Twenty-second Iowa, distinguished him- 
self in the last two battles, and was taken prisoner at Vicksburg. 

Col. Samuel Merrill, Twenty-first Iowa, received a contusion from a 
Shell at Port Gibson, and was shot through both legs while leading his 
regiment in the charge at Black River Bridge. 

Lieut. Col. C. W. Dunlap, Twenty-first Iowa; was wounded in ‘the 
foot at Port Gibson, and was killed in command of his regiment at 
Vicksburg. 

Maj. S. G. Van Anda, Twenty-first Iowa, distinguished himself in all 
the battles, and commanded his regiment at Vicksburg after Lieutenant- | 
Colonel Dunlap was killed. 

Col. W. H. Kinsman, Twenty-third Iowa, was killed at the head of 
his regiment while leading the charge at Black River Bridge. 

Lieut. Col. 8S. L. Glasgow, Twenty-third Lowa, commanded his regi- 
ment at Port Gibson, and distinguished himself both there and at Black 
River Bridge. 

Capt. H. H. Griffiths, First Iowa Battery, was with us at Port Gib- 
son, where he behaved very handsomely. 

Sergeant Leibert, First lowa Battery, behaved very handsomely, and 
was wounded on the same occasion. 

Sergt. Joseph E. Griffith, twenty-second Iowa Infantry, distinguished 
himself by going into the fort attacked by the Second Brigade, with 11 
men, and came out with 12 prisoners, though all his companions had 
-been killed. 

My staff officers were Lieut. Col. C. A. Wood, Kleventh Wisconsin, 
assistant inspector-general, provost-marshal, and chief of staff. He 
commanded his regiment at Port Gibson, and distinguished himself in 
all the battles. 

Maj. T. J. Brady, Highth Indiana, acting ordnance officer, has been 
very active and successful in keeping us supplied with ammunition. 
He distinguished himself in all the battles, commanding the skirmish- 
ers in advance at Port Gibson and Black River Bridge. 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, assistant adjutant-general, is a faithful, intelligent 
officer, and has been of great use to the command. He distinguished 
himself in all the battles, and is well worthy of promotion. 

Capt. L. H. Whittlesey, Hleventh Wisconsin, acting assistant quar- 
termaster, has been most untiring and successful in furnishing us with 
supplies; was acting assistant adjutant-general of the Second Brigade 
at the battle of Port Gibson; has distinguished himself in all the bat- 
tles and during the whole campaign by bravery, energy, intelligence, 
and untiring industry. He is well worthy of promotion. 

Lieut. John E. Phelps, Third U. S. Cavalry, aide-de-camp, showed 
his usual bravery and intelligence in all the battles. He was the first 
man on horseback, and the first man at the guns in the fortifications at 
Black River Bridge. He is well worthy of promotion. 

Lieut. A. Bowman, Ninth Iowa Infantry, acting aide-de-camp, ex- 
posed himself freely, as usual, in the transmission of orders in all the 
battles. His bravery, energy, and intelligence entitle him to promo- 


tion. 


620 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. (Cuar, XXXVI 


Lieut. Charles Meinhold, Third U. 8. Cavalry, mustering officer and 
acting aide-de-camp, showed great bravery and intelligence in all the 
battles. He had his horse killed under him at Vicksburg, and is enti- 
tled to great credit, and well worthy of promotion. 

The medical department performed their onerous duties with great 
assiduity and skill, and are entitled to the greatest credit for relieving 
the sufferings of the wounded. Their names are: Surgs. H. P. Strong, 
acting medical director; George P. Rex, Thirty-third Llinois; W. H. 
White, Twenty-second Iowa, and J. H. Ledlie, operating board; Asst. 
Surgs. O. Peabody, Twenty-second Iowa; HE. Everitt, Eleventh Wiscon- 
sin; A. E. McNeal, Ninety-ninth Llinois, and J, K. Bigelow, Highth In- 
diana, assistant operating board; Surgs. A. P. Daughters and G. W. 
Gordon, Kighteenth Indiana, assistant in charge of primary depots. 

Sergt. J... Russell, Twenty-first Iowa, clerk in assistant adjutant- 
general’s office, went voluntarily into the battle at Black River Bridge, 
and was wounded. 

Private KE. P. Hatch, Thirty-third Illinois, clerk in assistant adjutant- 
general’s office, went out as a sharpshooter and did good service. 

I consider it a duty to bring to the attention of the major-general 
commanding and the Government the inferior quality of the ammuni- 
tion, both artillery and infantry, furnished for the use ot the troops. 
It is impossible to fire shells over our own troops without the greatest 
danger. I have lost quite a number of men on this account, and there 
is one deplorable instance—Sergeant [Charles U.| Besse, Tbirty-third 
Illinois Infantry, both of whose arms were blown otf by a shell from one 
of our own guns. Persons who fabricate the ammunition ought to be 
made pecuniarily respousible to the sufferers, and in pains and penal- 
ties to the United States, for this most careless and criminal reckless- 
ness. Complaint is also made of the quality and quantity of the powder 
in musket and rifle cartridges. The rebel cartridges are filled with the 
best of English rifle powder, and carry their balls much farther than 
ours. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. A. CARR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


ADDENDA. 


GENERAL ORDERS, \ HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH DIVISION, 
No. 32. May 6, 1863. 


I desire to congratulate -the officers and soldiers of this division on 
the brilliant and successful manner in which they performed their duty 
in the different conflicts of the late battle near Port Gibson. 

At the end of a tiresome night’s march, the Second Brigade, under 
Colonel Stone, being in the lead, came upon the enemy at 1 o’cloek in 
the morning, posted in a strong position, with artillery ; immediately 
formed into line, and Captain Griffiths, First lowa Battery, with the 
assistance of three pieces of Klauss’ First Indiana Battery, fought him 
for over an hour, and finally, at 5 o’clock, drove him away. We lay 
down to take our first rest since 3 o’clock the preceding morning. 

At 6.30 o’clock we renewed the conflict. The two batteries made ter- 
rible havoc with the enemy. The First Brigade, under Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Benton, was deployed in the ravine and underbrush on the right, 
and advanced gallantly to flank the enemy and take his guns. 

When they engaged him on the right, the Second Brigade engaged 
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him on the left; the Twelfth Division was advanced to support, and 


with a rush the enemy was routed from his position. 

The Kighteenth Indiana, Col. H. D. Washburn, bas the distinguished 
honor of capturing a regimental flag, on which are inscribed the names 
of four battle-fields, and, with the Ninety-ninth Illinois, Col. G. W. K. 
Bailey, and some of the Thirty-fourth and Forty-sixth Indiana, of cap- 
turing two of the enemy’s guns. This success was the result of the 
splendid fighting of the whole division, which provided the opportunity. 

After the enemy took up his new position, the Second Brigade was 
very severely engaged.on the left of our line for a long time, and be- 
haved with distinguished gallantry. It subsequently took up a position 
across the valley in the timber, very near the enemy, where two regi- 
ments (the Twenty-first and Twenty-third Iowa) remained until after 
dark. 

The First Brigade went to the relief of General McGinnis’ brigade, 
and the Kighth Indiana distinguished itself by driving the enemy from 
a Strong position and taking it for themselves. 

Coming from Missouri, where you had endured great hardships dur- 
ing the last winter, you were honored by being placed at the head of 
the grand Army of the Mississippi, and you have proved yourselves 
well worthy of that honor. You have encountered and defeated the 
same men against whom we have so long contended in Missouri and 
Arkansas, and you have added another wreath to those you won at 
Blackwater, Blackwell’s Station, Fredericktown, Pea Ridge, Round 
Hill, Hartville, Haynes’ Bluff, and Post of Arkansas, and I am sure 
you will go on with your glorious achievements till the demon of re- 
bellion shall be destroyed, and our land shall once more rejoice in the 
biessings of peace and prosperity. 

While we mourn our fallen comrades, we cannot forget that they have 
offered up their lives for the noblest of purposes—that of preserving to 
their country a Government at once free and stable, which shall give, 
in conjunction with the largest liberty to the citizen, the greatest secu- 
rity for his life and property. To their friends and to our wounded 
comrades we tender our sympathies, and hope that time and the thought 
of what they suffer for will soothe their pain and sorrow. 

The loss of the First Brigade was, killed, 26; wounded, 143; that of 
the Second Brigade, killed, 15; wounded, 79; total, 263. This com- 
prises only men put hors du combat. Scratches not reported. 

Where all have done their duty it is invidious to make distinctions, 
but the conduct of some individuals seems to merit special mention, even 
at the risk of leaving out deserving men whose names have not been 
reported tome. These shall receive their due credit as soonas I am 
informed of their merits. : 

Brig. Gen. William P. Benton distinguished himself for daring gal- 
lantry and good management during the whole battle. Indiana con- 
tinues to be glorified by her sons. Col. C. L, Harris, Eleventh Wiscon- 
sin, though he had been obliged to give up the command of his brigade 
on account of illness, was on the field and shared the dangers. Col. 
William M. Stone, Twenty-second Iowa, who succeeded to the command 
of the Second Brigade, took his place with the extreme advance guard 
at night, during the advance on the enemy; exposed himself freely, and 
exerted himself so much that he became completely exhausted in the 
afternoon, and was obliged to relinquish the command to Col. Samuel 
Merrill, Twenty-first Iowa, for about an hour. By his bravery and 
admirable management of his brigade, he reflects more honor on his 
noble State. Capt. George 8, Marshal], assistant adjutant-generai, First 
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Brigade, and Capt. L. H. Whittlesey, acting assistant adjutant-general, 
Second Brigade, distinguished themselves through the whole battle, and 
exposed themselves freely. 

The regiments and batteries all showed great gallantry, and their 
commanders good management. 

The listisas follows: Highth Indiana, Col. David Shunk; Eighteenth 
Indiana, Col. H. ). Washburn; Thirty-third Illinois, Col. C. E. Lippin- 
cott; Ninety-ninth Ilinois, Col. G. W. K. Bailey; First Indiana Bat- 
tery, Captain Klauss; Eleventh Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. ©. A. Wood ; 
Twenty-first Iowa, Col. Samuel Merrill, first in-battle and one of the last 
to leave the field (Colonel Merrill received a contusion from a shell) ; 
Twenty-second lowa, Maj. J. B. Atherton; Twenty-third Iowa, Lieut. 
Col. S. L. Glasgow, with its gallant young commander, behaved ad 
mirably ; First Iowa Battery, Capt. H. H. Griffiths. — , 

Maj. Thomas J. Brady commanded the skirmishers of the First Bri- 
gade. 

Private Noah ©. Haynes, Company K, Eighth Indiana, made a recon- 
naissance within the enemy’s lines in the night. : 

Maj. L. H. Potter, with four companies of the Thirty-third Illinois 
Enfantry, engaged the enemy on the left in the morning, holding him in 
check till the arrival of General Osterhaus’ division. 

Capt. W. 8. Charles, Company H, Eighteenth Indiana, was the first 
man to jump on the enemy’s guns. 

Lieut. D. IX. Adams, adjutant Eighteenth Indiana, passed twice 
through the hottest of the enemy’s fire to conduct re-enforcements. 

Private Amos Nagle, Company K, Highth Indiana, captured color- 
bearer with flag bearing inscription of four battles. 

Capt. J. C. Dinsmore, Ninety-ninth Ilinois Infantry, seized one of the 
enemy’s 12-pounder howitzers, turned it, and fired at him his own charge. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlap, Twenty-first lowa, commanded the skir- 
mishers, and Major Van Anda, of the same regiment, commanded the 
support of the howitzer in advance of the Second Brigade. 

Company B, Twenty-first lowa, Captain Crooke, received the first fire 
of the rebel pickets, and returned it with great coolness. 

Sergt. B. Kirst, Company EH, Twenty-first Iowa, captured a rebel or. 
derly, carrying dispatches. 

Sergt. William RK. Liebert, First Iowa Battery, who was mentioned 
for gallantry and good conduct at Pea Ridge, was (with his piece) on 
advance guard during the night’s march, behaved with the greatest 
coolness and spirit, and was seriously wounded. 

To the following-named medical staff we are under the deepest obli- 
gation. Rarely have troops in battle the good fortune to be provided 
with such an abundance of professional skill, administrative ability, 
patient care, and industry: Surg. H. P. Strong, Eleventh Wisconsin, 
medical director; Surg. William H. White, Twenty-second Iowa, chief 
of operating corps; Surg. W. L. Orr, Twenty-first Iowa, principal of 
field hospital; Surg. A. P. Daughters, Eighteenth Indiana, principal of 
primary hospital, Virst Brigade, and Assistant Surgeon Gordon, Kight- 
eenth Indiana, principal of primary hospital, Second Brigade. 

The following named officers were wounded: Capt. Judson B. Tyler, 
Company A, Kighteenth Indiana, severely; First Lieut. Joseph Hut- 
chinson, Company D, Kighteenth Indiana, slightly ; First Lieut. Daniel 
S. Place, Company G, Highteenth Indiana, severely ; First Lieut. J. W. 
Way, Company G, Highth Indiana, slightly; Second Lieut. Allen O. 
Neff, Company G, Highth Indiana, slightly ; Lieutenant-Colonel Dun- 
lap, Twenty-first Iowa, in the foot; Lieut. D. P. Ballard, Company A, 
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Twenty-third Iowa; Capt. W. R. Henry, Company EK, Twenty-third 
Iowa; Lieut. D. J. Davis, adjutant Twenty-second lowa, Slightly ; Lieut. 
D. Webb Henderson, Twenty-second Iowa, severely ; Lieut. John Fran- 
cisco, Twenty-second Iowa, severely, and Lieut. W. M. De Camp, Twenty- 
second Iowa, severely. 

To my staff too much praise cannot be given. They exposed themselves 
freely, going intothe thickest of the fight whenever it was necessary and 
displayed the greatest coolness and good judgment. Their names are: 
Maj. Thomas J. Brady, acting ordnance officer and commanding officer 
of skirmishers of the First Brigade (had his horse shot under him); Capt. 
C. H. Dyer, assistant adjutant-general; First Lieut. L. Shields, Fourth 
Iowa Infantry, aide-de-camp ; Second Lieut. A. Bowman, Ninth Iowa 
Infantry, aide-de-camp ; Second Lieut. John E. Phelps, Third U. 8. Cav- 
alry, acting aide-de-camp, and Second Lieut. Charles Meinhold, Third 
U.S. Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp, assistant commissary of musters. 

Capt. E. McPhail, Third Nlinois Cavalry, was not allowed to bring his 
company on account of lack of transportation, but volunteered to act as 
my orderly during the battle, and displayed great activity and fearless- 
ness. 

In conclusion, I would say you have done valuable service to your 
country ; your friends at home will be proud of your achievements, and 
I expect that when you again meet traitors in arms you will give as 
good an account then as you did on the field near Port Gibson, Miss. 

H. A. CARR, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


GALESBURG, JLL., July 22, 1863. 


CoLONEL: I find in the Saint Louis Democrat of the 10th instant 
(slip inclosed) what purports to be the report of Maj. Gen. John A. 
McClernand, commanding Thirteenth Army Corps, of the operations of 
that corps during the Vicksburg campaign. 

Assuming this to be genuine, I feel it to be my duty, both to the 
Fourteenth Division (which I commanded) and to myself, to protest 
against some of the statements contained therein. ) 

Referring to the battle of Port Gibson, the report states as follows, 

To terminate a sanguinary contest, which had continued for several hours, General 
Hovey ordered a charge, which was most gallantly executed, and resulted in the 


capture of 400 prisoners, two stand of colors, two 12-pounder howitzers, three caissons, 
and a considerable quantity of ammunition. A portion of General Carr’s division 


joined in the charge.* 

This gives to General Hovey’s division the principal credit of making 
the charge, and taking the guns and colors. My division had fought 
for about three hours. My First Brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. 
W. P. Benton, had passed through obstacles almost insurmountable, 
consisting of ravines with precipitous ascents and descents, covered 
with tangled thickets and dense canebrakes, had got upon the left flank 
of the enemy, and closed up within short distance. 

It was my plan from the beginning of the battle to get close to the 
enemy’s guns in that manner and capture them. General Benton and 
the whole brigade clearly comprehended the movement, were skirmish- 
ing heavily, and stood ready to charge when the supports, which had 
been asked for, should come up. Just at this time, General Hovey’s 
division came up, and the impulsion caused by the re-enforcement 


* See p. 144. 
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overwhelmed the enemy. General Hovey, no doubt, ordered his men 
to charge, and they did so most gallantly ; but Benton’s brigade, coming 
from the timber to the right of the road, was first at the guns. 

A member of the Eighteenth Indiana (Benton’s brigade) took a flag 
and carried it in his bosom during the day. A member of the Ninety- 
ninth Illinois (Benton’s brigade) turned one of the guns, and fired the 
charge the enemy had left in it. 

My men were first at the guns, captured a flag, and their charge from 
the flank prevented the enemy from carrying the guns off. 

Referring to the battle of Black River Bridge, the report states as 
follows: * 

General Carr’s division, having entered the wood mentioned, was immediately 
formed, in obedience to my order; General Lawler’s brigade on the right, resting its 
flank near Big Black, and General Benton’s brigade on its left and to the right of the 
railroad. 

General McClernand gave me no order to form line, nor any intima- 
tion how or where to form it, and, as far as I can recollect, he did not 
give me a single order of any kind whatever on that battle-field, until 
after the enemy’s works were taken. I formed line, as a matter of 
course, on coming in contact with the enemy, and made the best dis- 
position I knew how. 

General McClernand did not come to the front till the commanding 
general came up, which, as the general may remember, was but a few 
moments before the charge. 

This battle was fought and won by my division, with the following 
assistance: The Chicago Mercantile Battery and two pieces of the First 
Wisconsin, 20-pounders, actively engaged, and two regiments from Os- 
terhaus’ division, passively engaged as a support to Lawler’s brigade, 
all under my command. Csterhaus’ division was formed on the left of 
the road, but did not get within musket range. : 

I do not wish to take from the well-earned credit of other divisions or 
their commanders, but have in my report taken pains to mention them 
with praise whenever I could find an appropriate opportunity, but I 
must stand up for the noble troops whom I have had the honor to com- 
mand, and see, as far as [ am able, that their services are duly appre- 
ciated. ‘In spite of some disagreeable occurrences in my military inter- 
course with General McClernand, I have always tried to show him the 
respect due to my commanding officer, and to carry out his orders and 
views in good faith and to the best ef my ability, as well as to do every- 
thing in my power for the interest of the service, and I cannot understand 
why he should show partiality to other commanders or troops, who cer- 
tainly need no borrowed glory. Though I was the senior brigadier in 
his command, and second in rank to himself, no one would suspect it 
from the order in which divisions and generals are mentioned in various 
parts of the report, and in his recommendations for promotion, General 
McClernand places me second, which is, I suppose, intentional. He has 
a right, of course, to make recommendations of whom and in what order 
he pleases, but, having performed my duty to the best of my ability, I 
hope that the deciding authority will be satisfied with my conduct, and 
not think it best to promote any one over me. 

' Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gay E. A. CARR, 
Brigadier-General U. 8. Volunteers. 


Lieut. Col. JoHN A. RAWLINS, A. A. G., Hdgrs. Dept. of the Tenn. 


*See p. 152, 


Cuar, XXXVI] BATTLE OF PORT GIBSON, MISS. 625 


No. 18. 


Report of Brig. Gen. William P. Benton, U. 8. Army, commanding First 
Brigade. 


BIvovuac IN THE FIELD, 
Mississippi, May 5, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the First Brigade, Fourteenth Division, Thirteenth Army 
Corps, Department of the Tennessee, in the engagement on the night of 
the 30th ultimo and Ist instant, near Port Gibson, Miss. : 

About midnight I received the order of the general commanding the © 
division to hasten forward the First Indiana Battery, which was imme- 
diately executed at a full run, arriving on the ground in a few minutes. 
The battery was at once placed in position, and opened a vigorous fire, 
which was continued, without intermission, till 3 a. m. of the Ist instant, 
when, the enemy having ceased his fire, we laid upon our arms, await- 
ing the tardy coming of daylight. In the mean time the infantry, con- 
sisting of the Eighth and Kighteenth Indiana and the Thirty-third and 
Ninety-ninth Illinois Regiments, had come on the field, and were also 
sleeping upon their arms, in support of the battery. At the earliest 
dawn, all were on the alert, eager for the coming fray. At this juncture, 
Major-General McClernand came dashing to the front, asking a thou- 
sand questions as to the position and strength of the enemy, the roads, 
and the general topography of the ground, and, with matchless energy, 
proceeded to verify every statement by a personal investigation. 

About 6 a.m. I was ordered to push four companies down a road turn- 
ing to the left of Shafer’s house, and directly in the rear of the one on 
which the previous engagement occurred. 1 accordingly sent the gal- 
lant Major Potter, of the Thirty-third Dlinois, with four companies of 
that regiment, with orders to feel his way down the road cautiously, 
and hold it until relieved by General Osterhaus’ command, which had 


_ been ordered up, and then, without further orders, hasten to rejoin his 


regiment. In afew minutes his skirmishers engaged the outposts of 
the enemy, who replied sharply, both with small-arms and artillery. 
Owing to the promptness of General Osterhaus, the major’s fight, though 
spirited, was of short duration, and he in turn promptly rejoimed his 
regiment, and shared with it the dangers and glory of the fight on the 
extreme right. ; 
General Osterhaus having thus secured our rear, by special dinection 
of General McClernand, I ordered the Thirty-third INinois, commanded 
by the cool and fearless Colonel Lippincott, to move forward along the 
high ridge to the west, and carefully explore the ravines intervening 
between Shafer’s house and our intended line of battle. At the same 
time Captain Klauss was ordered to change the position of one section 
of his battery to the high ground on the left of the road, and open fire 
with his whole battery, while the gallant Major Brady, of the Highth 
Indiana, commanding my skirmishers, consisting of one company from 
each regiment, was pressing forward under orders, and the Highth and 
FRighteenth Indiana formed forward into line of battle. The Ninety- 
ninth Illinois was aiso ordered forward as the reserve of the brigade. 
In avery short time the battle raged with great fury. Having driven 
the stubborn enemy at the point of the bayonet several hundred yards 
from one ravine to another, and completely turned his left flank, I or- 
dered a change of front forward on tenth company, which was accom- 
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plished most handsomely, at a double-quick, over the most difficult 
ground. So promptly and splendidly was the movement executed, 
under a galling fire of shell and musketry, that I was at a loss which 
most to admire, their valor or the efficiency of their drill. 

In the mean time “Old Rough-and-Ready” No, 2, Colonel Bailey, com- 
manding the Ninety-ninth Illinois, was ordered forward, which was ex- 
ecuted with cheer on cheer at a double-quick. Our new line was formed 
with the Eighth Indiana, Col. David Shunk, on the right; the Thirty- 
third Illinois, Colonel Lippincott; Ninety-ninth illinois, Colonel Bailey, 
and the Highteenth Indiana, Colonel Washburn, whose left was resting 
near the Magnolia Church, and his whole regiment immediately in front 
of the enemy’s battery. Now came the “tug of war” in good earnest. 
I soon found that the odds were largely against us, and that the enemy 
were making the most desperate efforts to turn our left flank, thus cut- 
ting us off from our support. Limmediately dispatched Captain Mar- 
shall for re-enforcements, and did all in my power to stimulate. the men 
to heroic action, and right nobly did they respond. : 

For at least two hours, single-handed, the First Brigade fought three 
brigades of the enemy, giving him volley for volley with interest. Three 
times did he form to charge us, and as often was he hurled back, dis- 
comfited by the well-directed aim of the brave lads of Illinois and Indi- 
ana. We had already driven the enemy over hill-top and through ravine 
for a full quarter of a mile, never yielding one inch ourselves. Atlength 
the anxiously looked-for succor came. We were all, officers and men, 
glad to know that it was composed of a part of the veteran troops of 
the gallant General A. P. Hovey’s division, and the sequel proved that 
we were not mistaken in our estimate of their courage. No sooner had 
they come upon the ground—before I had fully completed my arrange- 
ments—than some one, unknown to me, gave the order “charge,” 
which was executed with the wildest enthusiasm, the men of my brigade 
vying with their friends of Hovey’s division who should first reach the 
enemy. 

The result of this splendid charge was the complete rout of the enemy, 
the capture of the two 12-pounder howitzers, and at least one flag. This 
was not the work exclusively of Generals Carr’s or Hovey’s divisions. 
Jt was the joint work of both, and, in my humble judgment, herein is 
glory enough and to spare for both divisions. Our whole command are 
at a loss for words to express their admiration for the noble and gallant 
bearing of the officers and men of General Hovey’s division.” To borrow 
the expression of another when speaking of General Hovey, “There is 
no discount on his pluck,” while the praises of General McGinnis and 
Colonel Slack, Colonel Cameron, of the Thirty-fourth Indiana, Colonel 
Macauley, of the Eleventh Indiana, and, in a word, all of them, were 
upon the tongues of all. 

At the same time it is due to the truth of history to state that the Hight- 
eenth Indiana, whose mortality list is larger than any other regiment 
engaged, and the Ninety-ninth Ilinois, were in the charge; that Captain 
‘Charles, of Company H, of the former, was the first to jump upon one 
of the cannon and claim it as his trophy. Amos Nagle, private, of Com 
pany Kk, also captured the color-bearer and the colors of the Fifteenth 
Arkansas, inscribed with the battle-fields of Oak Hill, Elkhorn, Corinth, 
and Hatchie Bridge. 

All this time, from first to last, the indefatigable First Indiana Bat 
tery, in charge of the brave Klauss, was pouring shot and shell into the 
enemy, firing, in all, 1,050 rounds at point-blank range. The entire 
Jine of my brigade was now advanced through the woods, and, moving 
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by the right flanix, passed up the road in quick pursuit of the fleeing 
rebels. Arriving in front of the second position taken by the rebels, 
we were halted to rest. 

During the afternoon, at the request of General McGinnis, I ordered 
the Highth Indiana to the right of our new line, to support the Twenty- 
ninth Wisconsin, which was being hotly pressed with great slaughter. 
Well did the old Eighth sustain its high reputation under the lead of 
the veteran Colonel Shunk. Forming under a heavy fire, within 75 
yards of the enemy, they at once charged, and drove the enemy from 
the brow of the hill, completely turning the tables on him, and punish- 
ing him severely. Indeed, just as the Eighth had exhausted their am- 
munition, they drove the enemy from that part of the field. In the 
mean time the remainder were ordered forward in support of some bat- 
teries on the hill. Captain Klauss, having had two pieces disabled and 
exhausted his ammunition, had been ordered to the rear. Thus we re- 
mained till late in the afternoon, when an order was received to go to 
the support of General Osterhaus, on the extreme left. 

While in the prompt execution of this order, I encountered one from 
General Grant, to remain where I was for the present, General Oster- 
haus having driven the rebels. Accordingly, the men had just lighted 
their camp-fires to prepare some supper, when still another order came, 
sending us back on the field of battle, where we slept on our arms dur- 
ing the night. 

When the facts are stated, that after two weeks dragging through the 
mud and crossing bayous in old scows and skiffs, on the morning of the 
30th ultimo, at 3 o’clock, we arose from a sleep which had been dis- 
sarved by the bursting of shells from Grand Gulf, which vainly endeav- 
ored to sink our transports as they defiantly ran the blockade; and in 
the afternoon, landing below on the Mississippi shere, the First Brigade 
formed at once and pushed 4 miles back to gain and hold the hills, while 
the rest of the troops stopped to draw and distribute their rations. We 
had left a detail who carried ours upon their backs 4 miles to us. To 
see a Stout-hearted fellow trudging along through the broiling sun with 
a box of crackers on his shoulders, weighing 100 pounds, claimed at 
once your admiration and sympathy. 

Not waiting for all of our rations to come up, we again took up our 
line of march till about midnight, when the enemy opened on us. We 


-fought him till 3 a. m. 


At 6 o’elock the next morning we went at him again and fought him 
all day long, and finally whipped him most handsomely. 

During all this time no one faltered, nor did I hear one word of com- 
plaint, under such circumstances, to obey the order literally. ‘To men- 
tion all who distinguished themselves, I should be compelled to attach 
and make a part of this report, already too long, the muster-rolls of my 
entire brigade. : 

I have already made honorable mention of Colonel Shunk, Kighth In- 
diana; Colonel Washburn, Eighteenth Indiana; Colonel Bailey, Nine- 
ty-ninth Illinois; Colonel Lippincott, Thirty-third Illinois, and Major 
Brady, who commanded the skirmishers, each and all of whom are 
brave and competent. Iam deeply indebted to my staff officers for their 
intelligent bravery and promptness in bearing my orders to all parts 
of the field; to Capt. George S. Marshall, assistant adjutant-general ; 
Lieut. Joseph P, Wiggins, adjutant Highth Indiana and acting aide-de- 
camp; Lieut. Jesse MW. Scott, Company C, Kighth Indiana, acting quar- 
termaster, and Lieut. William R. Irwin, Company A, Highth Indiana, 
acting commissary, all of whom were under fire from the beginning to 
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theend. Iam also indebted to the gallant Lieutenant Hill, Company 
B, Highth Indiana, for acting as aide temporarily. . 

Our list of killed and wounded is attached, and made a part of this 
report.* 

I have the honor to be, captain, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, 

WM. P. BENTON, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. First Brig., Fourteenth Div., Thirteenth A. C. 
Capt. C. H. DyER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fourteenth Division. 


No. 19. 


Report of Col. William M. Stone, Twenty-second Iowa Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade. 


CaMP NEAR Port GIBson, May 2, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to.report the part taken by the Second Bri- 
gade of the Fourteenth Division—consisting of the Eleventh Wiscon- 
sin, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Moore [Wood ?]|; the Twenty- 
first Iowa, commanded by Colonel Merrill; the Twenty-second Iowa, 
commanded by Major Atherton; the Twenty-third lowa, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Glasgow, and the First lowa Battery, commanded 
by Captain Griffiths—in the bloody engagement of yesterday, on An- 
derson’s Hill. 

About 10 o’clock on the night of the 30th ultimo, when the Four- 
teenth Division was on its march from Bruinsburg to Port Gibson, the 
Second Brigade being in advance, I was called upon to take command 
of it, and went immediately to the front. My instructions were to 
reach Port Gibson at as early an hour as possible, and occupy the sev- 
eral bridges across Bayou Pierre at that place. Four companies of the 
Twenty-first Iowa and one howitzer from Captain Griffiths’ battery 
were sent forward as an advance guard. Two of these companies, 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlap, a brave and skillful 
officer, were deployed as skirmishers, and the other two, under ecm- 
mand of Major Van Anda, to whom I am under great obligations for 
his coolness and promptitude, were left back as a support to the how- 
itzer; the balance of the brigade, the Twenty-first lowa leading, moved 
in column in supporting distance behind. 

The road over which we marched passed through a country much 
broken by gorges and ravines, and thickly covered with tall timber, 
underbrush, and cane, so peculiar to the Southern country. While 
moving forward in this order, and about three-quarters of a mile from 
Magnolia Church, our skirmishers were fired upon by a heavy picket 
force of the enemy, posted in an angle of the road. I immediately 
formed the advance companies in line on the right and left of the road, 
and ordered Colonel Merrill forward with the other companies of his 
regiment. I then moved them slowly forward, covered by skirmishers, 
until I became satisfied that we had not yet reached the immediate vi- 
cinity of the enemy’s main force. We then moved forward in eolumn 
in the previous order, and as our skirmishers reached the head of the 
lane in front of Magnolia Church they received a tremendous volley of 
musketry from the enemy, strongly posted on the right and left of the 
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church. I again formed the advance companies in line, and sent an 
order back for the entire brigade to move forward into line. 

The advance howitzer was placed in position in the lane, but while 
these dispositions were being made, the enemy opened a battery upon 
us at short range, throwing their shell all around us. Finding myself 
in the face of the enemy, in a position carefully selected, with a perfect 
knowledge of the ground, I concluded at once that we had reached the 
place where the battle of the night was to be fought. The infantry 
were formed in line, and the batteries ordered in position on the ridge 
in rear of our advance. In the mean time, the howitzer in the lane, 
commanded by Sergt. William R. Leibert, was replying to the rebel bat- 


. tery with great spirit and apparent accuracy. Soon our entire battery 


opened upon the enemy, in conjunction with Captain Klauss’ First In- 
diana, and continued to return the enemy’s fire with great rapidity 
until 2 o’clock in the morning, when the enemy’s batteries were driven 
from the field and silenced, and our men lay down upon their arms to 
await the coming dawn, when they were to meet the rebel infantry face 
to face in bloody combat. 

This artillery duel was one long to be remembered by those who 
witnessed it. The fire of the rebel batteries, on account of their knowl- 
edge of the ground, was quite accurate, and many of our men and horses 
were disabled by them. The extreme darkness, the streaming and 
bursting of shells, and the rattle of grape through fences and timber, 
conspired to render the scene presented by this riidnight battle one of 
the most terrific grandeur. 

Soon after sunrise the battle was renewed by the enemy, who held 
their position during the night. Their batteries opened upon us with 
great vigor, and their infantry moved forward to the attack. Mycom- 
mand was promptly in line, and Captain Griffiths vigorously returned 
their fire with his admirable battery. Other brigades and batteries 
were soon engaged on our right and left, and the two contending forces 
became hotly engaged. Our position being in the center of our line, I 
was ordered by General Carr to hold my infantry in readiness to charge 
the enemy’s lines when the decisive moment should arrive, though we 
were all the time in range of the rebel artillery and musketry. 

About 10 o’clock it became evident that the enemy were massing their 
forces upon our immediate front, as their musketry was increasing in 
volume and’ rapidly advancing toward us. At this juncture I moved 
my brigade forward in double lines of battalions, for the purpose of 
charging upon the advancing columns of the enemy. We were com- 
pelled to cross a deep hollow, thickly covered on both slopes with under- 
brush and cane, but my men moved forward with the spirit and steadi- 
ness of veteran troops, and with unbroken lines. When the thicket was 
passed, and as we advanced into the open field close to. the enemy’s lines, 
we opened our fire upon them with such rapidity and precision that, 
unable to resist it, they soon broke and retreated in utter confusion. 
This ended the battle of the morning. Our victory was complete. 

The dead and wounded of the enemy lay thickly scattered over the 
ground, while their prisoners and small-arms that fell into our hands 
were counted by the hundreds. We remained but a few minutes on the 
victorious field. I moved at once in pursuit of the retreating foe, and 
when about 1 mile from the late field my advance regiment, the Kleventh 
Wisconsin, covered by two companies of skirmishers from the Twenty- 
third Iowa, was fired upon from the timber. I saw at once that the 
enemy had been strongly re-enforced and were determined to make an- 
other stand. Their position was well chosen, on a high hill covered with 
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‘timber, and commanding the entire ground over which we were com- 
pelled to approach. SET me ’ 

My regiments were soon in line, with Captain Griffiths’ battery in 
position, which soon opéned with its usual spirit upon the enemy. 
Simultaneously with this the rebel batteries also opened with accurate 
range, and for about half an hour we sustained alone the concentrated 
fire of their infantry and artillery. Tinally other brigades and batteries 
became engaged, and the battle raged with terrific fury along our lines. 
My command, however, remained in front during the entire engagement, 
and all the time under the enemy’s fire. They retired only after the 
battle had ceased and the enemy had again retreated from the field. 

During these five hours’ hard fighting I am proud to say that the 
‘officers and men of this brigade acted with the utmost coolness, and 
with a determined courage that would have done honor to veteran 
troops. They promptly obeyed every command, and displayed a degree 
of heroism which nothing but the influence of exalted patriotism could 
have produced. 

To Colonel Merrill, of the Twenty-first Iowa; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Glasgow, of the Twenty-third Iowa; Lieutenant-Colonel Moore, [Wood ?]| 
of the Eleventh Wisconsin, and Major Atherton, of the Twenty-second 
Jowa Regiments, I am under great obligations for the coolness and 
promptitude with which they obeyed my orders in the various move- 
ments on the field. Their associate officers, too, are entitled to great 
credit, as all of them, so far as I have been able to learn, performed 
their duties nobly. 

To the dauntiess and heroic men of the ranks and the line officers all 
honor is due, Never did brave men endure more with less murmuring 
than they during those thirty consecutive hours of hard marching and 
severe fighting; but when the history of this war is fully written, they 
will be numbered among the bravest defenders of the republic. 

I desire to make particular mention of Capt. L. H. Whittlesey, of the 
Kleventh-Wisconsin, acting assistant adjutant-general, for his great en- 
ergy and activity throughout the battle. He was always at the right 
place at the right time, and almost constantly on the hottest portion of 
the field. No braver man or truer soldier ever entered the field of bat- 
tle, and I should be much pleased to see him occupy a position where 
his talents and bravery could be more successfully employed. 

Lieutenants Jackson, of the Eieventh Wisconsin, and Waterbury, of 
the Twenty-third Iowa, acting aides, rendered me essential service, and 
they both displayed great coolness and bravery in conveying orders 
under the hottest of the fire. 

I must also avail myself of this opportunity to express my admiration 
of the gentlemanly deportment, the coolness, and conspicuous bravery 
of the brigadier-general commanding the division during all our severe 
fighting... His presence on the field during the heaviest of the battle, 
and the clearness and self-possession with which his orders were given, 
contributed much to enforce confidence among all who were under his 
command. 

With me there is a higher significance attached to the victory of yes- 
terday than the mere defeat and rout of the enemy. We fought the 
veteran troops of the Confederacy, who gloried in the laurels won upon 
the earlier fields of the war. They were gathered from several States, 
and were Jed by a general who fought us at the memorable battle of 
Shiloh, over one year ago. We met them again upon more equal terms. 
and iu a contest as fierce as Shiloh, considering the numbers engaged. 
Hand to hand we fought them, and demonstrated the fact beyond all 
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dispute that the fiery valor of the South is no mateh for the cool and 
stubborn courage of the’ Western soldier. ; : 

Qne year ago I passed through the State of Mississippi a prisoner of 
war, on my way to a Southern prison. Now I am marching with a vie- 
torious army, with my former captors fleeing before us, Seeking shelter 
beyond the reach of our heroic columns. Such is the change that has 
come over the cherished plans and bright visions of the men who are 
endeavoring to destroy the nationality of our people. 

Tired by the inspiration of victory, the brave men of this brigade de- 
sire to be led forward to complete the work so well begun. “Onward” 
is their watchword, until Vicksburg shall fall and the Stars and Stripes 
Shall wave in triumph over every square acre of ground in this rebel- 
lious State. ; 

Tremain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. M. STONE, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 
Capt. CO. H. DyEr, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 20. 


Report of Col. Samuel Merrill, Twenty-first Iowa Infantry. 


[May —,] 1863. 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that, in the late battle of Port 
Gibson, April 30 and May 1, we lost in wounded 16 men, including 
5 non-commissioned officers. The officers and men, with two or three 
exceptions, behaved with singular courage and bravery. - 

It is known to you that we had the honor of being the leading col- 
umn of this great army, and of drawing the first fire at Port Gibson. 
At the widow Daniels’ plantation, some 9 miles from Port Gibson, we 
were ordered by General Carr to take the advance. IL ordered Company 
A, commanded by Capt. A. R. Jones, and Company B, commanded by 
Capt. William D. Crooke, as advance skirmishers, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Dunlap, supported by Companies D and I’, commanded 
by Major Van Anda; next was a 12-pounder field piece from that excel- 
lent battery, the First lowa; all supported by the balance of my com- 
mand. Jam happy to report that, in the skirmishing of those compa- 
nies, singular fortitude and bravery were exhibited during that long 
and tedious night’s march, and especially are Company B and Captain 
Crooke deserving of mention as having received the first fire of the 
pickets and returning it with great coolness. Our advance was fired 
upon by the rebel picket about 1 mile from the town of Port Gibson. 
Our column was rapidly advanced, and soon received the raking fire of 
the enemy’s batteries, which were seven in number. As soon as the 
battery of the First Iowa could be brought to bear, Company HE, com- 
manded by Captain Swivel, was ordered to its support. They have re- 
ceived the commendation of all for their faithfulness. Sergt. B. Kirst, 
of this company, captured a rebel orderly while carrying dispatches. 
General Carr next ordered a company to stand as picket guard. Com- 
pany G, commanded by Captain Benton, performed this duty till morn- 
ing. Next came an order for two skirmishing companies to deploy in 
front of the enemy, and, in fact, between the enemy and our own artil- 
lery firing. I called for volunteers from my four remaining companies. 
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Capt. J. M. Harrison, of Company C, being the only commissioned offi- 
cer of his company, although advanced in years and in feeble health, 
at once volunteered to take the advance, and, with his company and 
Company K, commanded by Captain Voorhees, performed this dan- 
gerous duty faithfully. 

During the severe and continued firing of May 1, so generally and 
heartily were my orders obeyed by officers and men that I am at a loss 
to give particulars. Captains Boardman and Watson have my warmest 
thanks. They are cool and brave officers. I can say the same of all 
the other officers whose names have been mentioned. Many incidents 
of courage and bravery could be spoken of, but it would render this 
report entirely too long. 

Tt is but just to say that the Twenty-first remained for two hours in 
the rear of the Highty-first Ohio, to support that regiment in making a 
charge on the enemy’s batteries, but, for some reason, I regret to say, 
abandoned. ; 

My regiment remained on the field after all had retired, and it was 
nearly 8 o’clock before we camped for the night, thus showing that we 
were first in battle and last to leave the field. 

I am under manysobligations to my field officers and staff for their 
faithfulness and aid. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlap received a wound in the foot. My own 
horse was shot in several places, and a portion of my saddle shot off. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

‘ SAMUEL MERRILL, 
Colonel Twenty-first Regiment Iowa Infantry. 


Col. W. M. STong, 
Twenty-second Iowa, Commanding Brigade. 


No. 21. 
Report of Maj. Joseph B. Atherton, Twenty-second Iowa Infantry. 


CAMP NEAR Rocky SprRINGS, MIss., 
May 7, 1863. 


Sir: I herewith report to you the action of the Twenty-second Iowa 
in the battle before Port Gibson on the 1st instant. 

You having been called upon to command the Second Brigade, to 
which we are attached, the command of the regiment devolved upon 
me. 

On the evening of the 30th ultimo, on our march toward Port Gib- 
son, after our advance guard became engaged with the enemy, I re- 
ceived an order from you to hurry my regiment forward and form it in 
line on the left, our artillery then hotly engaged with the rebel batter- 
ies. This order was promptly obeyed, and the men came up quickly 
and in good order, forming at the point designated. We were then 
under the enemy’s fire, yet my men manifested great coolness and self- 
possession. We remained in line for two hours, in support of the bat- 
teries, until the battle ceased for the night, and we laid down upon our 
arms, but not to sleep, as we were in momentary expectation of a re- 
newal of the combat. 

Soon after sunrise we were again in line, and under the enemy’s fire 
in support of our batteries until near 10 o’clock, when we were led for- 
ward to charge on the rebel lines. This movement was executed with 
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alacrity by my regiment; not a man faltered or fell back. Our fire was 
delivered upon the enemy with great deliberation and accuracy, and 
when their lines were broken and they driven in rout from the field we 
were the first to occupy the ground. 

In the long and hotly-contested fight of the afternoon my regiment 
was all the time in face of the enemy and under his severest fire. Three 
several times we were ordered against the rebel infantry and under the 
range of his batteries. Each time we drove them from the field. Late 
in the afternoon, by your order, we charged up the hill, in conjunction 
with the Twenty-first Iowa and on the left of General Burbridge’s bri- 
gade, against the enemy’s lines, there strongly posted in almost impen- 
etrable timber and underbrush. Though unable, from the character of 
the ground and the raking fire of the enemy’s batteries, to reach the ex- 
treme summit of the hill, we reached the point to which I was ordered 
and remained there, receiving and returning the enemy’s fire, until about 
sundown, when, by your order, we returned to our former position, and 
remained upon the field until the firing had entirely ceased and quiet 
reigned along our whole line. 

Throughout these series of engagements the officers and men of my 
regiment behaved with great coolness and gallantry. I found them 
always ready and eager to obey the order to move on the enemy. 

So well did the entire command acquit themselves that I cannot, with- 
out seeming invidious, enter into particulars. It is sufficient to say that 
they acted nobly, and well sustained the honors already so well earned 
by Lowa soldiers. 

Great care was taken to shelter our men from the enemy’s fire, which 
the unevenness of the ground enabled us to do with comparative success; 
yet the loss in this regiment being greater, with but one exception, than 
any other regiment in the brigade, shows clearly where we were in this 
long and hotly contested engagement, and that my men did not shrink 
from their duty. ; 

Too much praise cannot be awarded to our surgeons, White and Pea- 
body. Their department was conducted with skill and ability; their 
attention to the wounded was truly commendable, and will doubtless 
be long remembered by these unfortunates. 

Very respectfully, 

J. B. ATHERTON, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. L. H. WHITTLESEY. 


No. 22. 


Report of Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. S. Army, commanding 
Seventeenth Army Oorps, including operations April 18-May 19. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
In rear of Vicksburg, Miss., May 26, 1863. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of opera- 
tions of the Seventeenth Army Corps from the time of leaving Milliken’s 
Bend, La., until our arrival before the land defenses of Vicksburg : 

On my arrival at Milliken’s Bend from Lake Providence with a por- 
tion of my command (the Seventh Division), the Thirteenth Army Corps, 
Major-General McClernand commanding, had moved toward New Car- 
thage, via Richmond and Smith’s plantation. I was ordered to move 
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forward and take the place of General MeClernand’s troops as fast as 
they advanced. In pursuance of this object, the Second Brigade, Seventh 
Division, was moved to Richmond on April 18, and the Tirst on the 23d. 

On April 24, orders were received from department headquarters to 
march my command to New Carthage. 

Colonel Boomer’s brigade, Seventh Division, was ordered to march 
at 5a.m.on the 25th, to be followed by the Third Division, Major-Gen- 
eral Logan commanding, at 6 a.m. same day, and by the Sixth Division, 
Brigadier-General McArthur commanding, at 6 a. m. the day following. 

Orders were at the same time sent to the First and Second Brigades 
at Richmond to move toward Smith’s plantation, 3 miles from New Car- 
thage, on the morning of the 25th. 

‘These orders were promptly executed by officers and men, and the 
whole command was in motion at the appointed times. 

The Third Division bivouacked on the road near Smith’s plantation, 
and the Seventh Division at a plantation a short distance in.the rear, 
on the evening of the 26th. : 

At Smith’s plantation (headquarters of the department), orders were 
received for the Third and Seventh Divisions to march to Perkins’ plan- 
tation, on the Mississippi River, some 8 miles below New Carthage, and 
distant from Smith’s plantation, by the route we were compelled to take, 
some 15 miles. The Sixth Division was left to guard the lines of com- 
munication from Milliken’s Bend to Perkins’ plantation, 43 miles. 

Heavy rains had rendered the roads across the rich alluvial bottoms 
on the Louisiana side almost impassable, and it was only by the most 
strenuous exertions on the part of the men, and by doubling teams, that 
the artillery and trains could be got along. This was, however, success- 
fully accomplished, and the Third Division reached Perkins’ plantation 
at 9 p.m. on the 28th instant. : 

At this point orders were received to march to lJard Times Landing, 
nearly opposite and a short distance above Grand Gulf. At 12 o’clock 
the same night the division started on the march, via Lake Saint Joseph, 
and reached Hard Times Landing at 4 p.in. of the 29th, bivouacked for 
the night, and at 5 a.m. of the 30th started for the point of embarkation 
below Grand Gulf, and crossed over to Bruinsburg, just below the mouth 
of Bayou Pierre, the First and Third Brigades, Third Division, Brig. 
Gens. John EH. Smith and John D. Stevenson commanding, and the 
Highth Michigan Battery, Captain De Golyer commanding, immedi- 
ately after General McClernand’s command, followed as rapidly as river 
transportation would admit, by the Second Brigade, Brigadier-General 
Dennis commanding, the remainder of the artillery, ammunition train, 
and the Seventh Division. 

A most unfortunate collision between the steamboats Horizon and 
Moderator, about 3 a.m. May 1, between the place of embarkation and 
Brainsburg, by which the former boat was lost, together with Captain 
Sparrestrom’s battery, a few horses, and 3 men, delayed very materially 
the embarkation of the Second Brigade and the remainder of the artil- 
lery of the Third Division. 

Immediately after disembarking, the First and Third Brigades, with De 
Golyer’s battery, were pushed out toward Port Gibson to the support-of 
Major-General McClernand, who had already engaged the enemy near — 
Port Gibson, under command of Major-General Bowen. Heavy and 
rapid firing had been heard for several hours, indicating clearly that a 
battle was in progress, and the men moved forward with promptness 
and alacrity, notwithstanding the intense heat, anxious to take part in 
the contest. On reaching the ground, Major-General Grant directed me 
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to send one brigade to the support of General McOlernand’s left and 
one to the support of his right. As T had but two brigades of my com- 
mand on the field—the First and Third—the First Brigade, General 
John E. Smith, was sent to the left, and the Third Brigade, General 
John D. Stevenson, to the right. Major-General Logan, commanding 
division, was directed to go with the brigade to the right and I went 
with the brigade to the left. 

As soon as the position of the enemy could be definitely ascertained, 
and the ground reconnoitered, the brigade was thrown in on the left of 
Brigadier-General Osterhaus’ division, with directions to advance the 
left, and, if possible, outflank the enemy. This movement was perfectly 
successful, though the impracticable nature of the country (full of deep 
ravines and canebrakes) retarded the movement more than I could 
have wished, and prevented us from reaping the full fruits of the vic- 
tory. As it was, however, a gallant charge by the First Brigade on the 
flank and Brigadier-General Osterhaus’ division in front soon drove the 
enemy from their strong position on the left, and sent them back in a 
precipitate retreat toward Port Gibson. 

The Third Brigade, under Brigadier-General Stevenson, on the right, 
was equally fortunate, and shortly before sunset the rebels were routed 
on all parts of the field. A pursuit was immediately ordered on the 
left-hand road, and kept up by Brig. Gen. John HE. Smith’s brigade and 
one regiment of Osterhaus’ division until after dark, when the command 
was halted within 2 miles of Port Gibson. 

At an early hour the next morning the command was put in motion, 
the First and Second Brigades, Third Division, entering Port Gibson 
about 9 o’clock, preceded by the divisions of Generals Carr and A. J. 
Smith, of McClernand’s corps. The town had been evacuated by the 
enemy during the night, and the fine suspension bridge across the south 
fork of Bayou Pierre, on the Grand Gulf road, destroyed. 

Measures were immediately taken by Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, of 
Major-General Grant’s staff, and Captain Tresilian, engineer of the 
Third Division, assisted by the pioneer corps of the division and troops 
from General McClernand’s corps, to construct a bridge across the south 
fork of Bayou Pierre. p 

While waiting the construction of a bridge, General Stevenson’s bri- 
gade was moved down near the crossing of Bayou Pierre, on the Grand 
Gulf road, to engage the attention of the enemy, who were strongly 
posted on the hills on the northern side. In the mean time, Brig. 
Gen. John HE. Smith’s brigade and that of Brigadier-General Dennis 
were marched up on the west side of the south fork of Bayou Pierre 
about 4 miles to a ford, and crossed over, moving down on the east side 
in a northeast direction until they reached the main Jackson road. 

At 4 p.m. the bridge was completed, and the Seventh Division, under 
the command of Brig. Gen. M. M. Crocker, took the advance, followed 
by the Third Brigade of Logan’s division, and, after coming up with 
them, by the First and Second Brigades. Marched 8 miles to north fork 
of Bayou Pierre, and found the suspension bridge, a fine structure, par- 
tially destroyed, the fire still burning. The fire was put out, and the 
bridge repaired during the night. 

At daylight the next morning Logan’s division, in the advance, crossed 
the bridge, followed by Crocker’s. Shortly after crossing the brid ge, 
and near Willow Springs Post-Office, the enemy was met advantageously 
posted on a commanding ridge, and opened on our advancing column 
with artillery. The column was immediately deployed, a heavy line of 


skirmishers thrown forward, and Crocker’s division hastened across the 
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river as a support. These dispositions having been made, an advance 
was ordered, when the enemy, after a slight resistance, fell back on the 
road to Hankinson’s Ferry, and the cross-roads at the post-office were 
gained. At this point Logan’s division was directed to take the road 
to Grand Gulf, and General Crocker’s division to pursue the retreating 
enemy. The latter division had proceeded but a short distance before 
it became engaged with the enemy’s skirmishers, who seemed disposed 
to contest the ground with great pertinacity. The face of the country 
was very much broken, with almost impassable ravines filled with trees 
and a dense undergrowth, and narrow, tortuous roads, offering great 
facilities to the enemy to cover his retreat, and of which he availed him- 
self to the best advantage. 

The skirmishing was kept up with more or less activity until 4 p. m., 
when the appearance of Logan’s division on the enemy’s right flank 
caused him to move precipitately toward the ferry, followed closely by 
the Second Brigade, General Dennis, who reached it just asthe last of 
them were crossing, and in time to capture some of their pioneer tools 
and prevent the destruction of the bridge. It being now nearly dark, 
and the enemy driven across the Big Black, the pursuit was discontin- 
ued and the troops disposed in the best defensive position for the night. 
The command remained in camp at Hankinson’s Ferry three days, from 
the 4th to the 6th inclusive, the time being employed in getting up sup- 
plies of provisions and ammunition and in reconnoitering the country. 
The result of the reconnaissances demonstrated that the main portion 
of the enemy retreated across the river at this point, and were concen- 
trating at Bovina Station, near the Big Black, on the Jackson and 
Vicksburg Railroad. 

At 10 a.m. on the 7th, marched to Rocky Springs, Logan’s division 
in, the advance, followed by Crocker’s, and remained in camp at Rocky 
Springs on the 8th. 

On the 9th, marched toward Raymond, via Utica, and encamped at 
Utica Cross-Roads, 7 miles from the latter place, Crocker’s division in 
the advance. The Sixth Missouri Cavalry, Col. Clark Wright, having 
reported to me at Hankinson’s Ferry, was directed to push forward in 
advance toward Utica, and especially to scour the country in my front 
and on my right flank, and ascertain, if possible, if there was any move- 
ment of troops from Port Hudson. Shortly after arriving in camp, a 
report was received from Colonel Wright that he was occupying the 
town of Utica, and had been skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry, but 
would hold his position. 

On the 10th, marched to Utica, Crocker’s division in the advance, and 
reached the town about 12 m. Found Colonel Wright’s cavalry there; 
but nothing indicating any material force of the enemy in the imme- 
diate vicinity, the command was halted one hour to rest, and then 
moved on to Weeks’ plantation, where we encamped for the night. 
Colonel Wright was ordered to proceed with his cavalry in a southeast- 
erly direction across Tallahala Creek, make a detour, and, if possible, 
capture 150 rebel cavalry who were reported to be at the bridge across 
this creek, on the Gallatin road, and, having accomplished this, or, at 
least, driven them away, with the main portion of his command to make 
a bold push and cut the telegraph and railroad near Orystal Springs, 
on the New Orleans and Jackson road, both of which were successfully 
accomplished, the cavalry returning safely to camp the next night, 
having marched over 50 miles in sixteen hours and performed its work. 

On the 11th, the command marched to Roach’s plantation, at the cross- 
ing of the Gallatin road, Logan’s division in the advance. At this 
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point, my escort company, Fourth Ohio Independent Cavalry, Captain 
Foster; Logan’s escort, Company A, Second Regiment Illinois Cavalry, 
and Crocker’s escort, Company E, Second Regiment Llinois Cavalry, 
Captain Tipton, and Company CO, Fifth Regiment Missouri Cavalry ,* 
Lieutenant Mueller, were organized into a battalion of cavalry, under 
Captain Foster, and performed most efficient services as advance guard 
and flankers. 

On the 12th, at 3.30 a. m., Logan’s division moved toward Raymond, 
followed by Crocker’s at 4.a.m. Soon after starting, the enemy’s ve- 
dettes showed themselves frequently, making increased vigilance on 
our part necessary, and, after marching some 3 miles, two regiments of 
Dennis’ brigade were deployed, one on the right and the other on the 
left of the road, and moved forward in line of battle, preceded by a 
strong line of skirmishers, and followed by the remainder of the columns, 
the cavalry in front being called in and placed on the extreme flanks, 
with instructions to explore all lateral roads, and detect any movement 
of the enemy. 

About 11 a. m., and when within 2 miles of Raymond, we came upon‘ 
the enemy, under the command of General Gregg, and 4,000 or 5,000 
strong, judiciously posted, with two batteries of artillery so placed as 
to sweep the road and a bridge over which it was necessary to pass. 
The major portion of the infantry were posted on a range of hills to 
the right of the road, and in some timber and ravines in their front. I 
was soon satisfied that the fight for Raymond was to take place at 
this point. Orders were immediately sent back to move all our trains 
out of the road, for the remainder of Logan’s division to advance as 
rapidly as possible, followed by Crocker’s, which was to form the 
reserve. 

As soon as Smith’s brigade came up, it was formed on the right of 
Dennis’, who occupied both sides of the road, and three regiments of 
Stevenson’s were thrown in on the right of Smith’s, with directions to 
advance his right as much as possible. De Golyer’s battery was placed 
in position in the road near the bridge, and the whole line ordered to 
advance into a piece of timber. Scarcely had the advance commenced, 
when the battle opened with: great fury on the center and left center, 
where, under cover of the woods and ravines, the rebels seemed to have 
massed a large portion of their force. The Highty-first Regiment Illi- 
nois Infantry, of Stevenson’s brigade, was ordered to the support of the 
center, and a portion of Sanborn’s brigade, Crocker’s division, but be- 
fore the latter reached the ground, the enemy were handsomely repulsed 
and in full retreat. 

De Golyer’s battery, which at first was in position on the road, hav- 
ing been moved into an open field on their left, played on their flanks 
during the retreat with terrible effect. 

One attempt of the enemy to charge and capture the battery was 
met by such a terrific fire of grape and canister that they broke and 
fled from the field. 

Pursuit was immediately commenced, and the town of Raymond was 
entered by our troops at 5 p.m., the enemy having passed through 
without stopping, toward Jackson, via Mississippi Springs. In this 
short but spirited engagement our loss in killed was 69, and among 
them Colonel Richards, of the Twentieth Llinois, a most gallant and 
able officer, who was struck down at the head of his men while nobly 
cheering them on to victory. Our loss in *vounded was 341; missing, 


* More correctly, Company F’, Fourth Missouri Cavalry 
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30.* The enemy’s loss was, in killed, 103; wounded and prisoners, 720; 
two pieces of cannon disabled, besides a quantity of small-arms. 

Marched on the 13th, at 6 a. m., for Jackson, via Clinton, Crocker in 
the advance. Major-General Sherman’s command arriving before mine 
had left the town, was ordered to take the direct road to Jackson. 
Moved on cautiously toward Clinton, my cavalry being ordered to keep 
well out on my left flank, and entered the town-at 2 p.m. without op- 
position. A regiment of infantry, under the immediate supervision of 
Capt. A. Hickenlooper, Fifth Ohio Battery, chief engineer of the corps, 
was set to work to destroy the railroad as far west of Clinton as possi-., 
ble that night, and to proceed along the line of it the next day during 
our march toward Jackson, tearing it up wherever practicable, burn- 
ing the ties, bending the iron, destroying bridges, culverts, Se. 

On the 14th, Crocker in the advance, marched toward Jackson at 5 a. 
m., Major-General Sherman moving on his route at about the same time. 
Engaged the enemy’s pickets about 5 miles from Jackson, and drove 
them in about 9 a. m., and pushed on until within 23 miles from the 
city, where the enemy was found posted in strong force, under the 
command of General W. H. T. Walker. Some of the troops consisted 
of South Carolina and Georgia regiments, which had only arrived the 
evening before, and had been immediately marched out and placed in 
position at the point where the battle took place. 

The position of the enemy was carefully reconnoitered, and Lieut. J. 
W. MacMurray’s battery (M), First Missouri, of Parrott guns, brought 
up to reply to their artillery, which had already opened on our lines. 
While the dispositions for the attack were being made, a very heavy 
shower set in, which delayed the attack for an hour and a half, the rain 
coming down in such torrents that there was great danger of the am- 
munition being spoiled if the men opened their cartridge-boxes. 

The time, however, was well employed in putting the troops in posi- 
tion and ‘bringing up Logan’s division aS a reserve. The enemy occu- 
pied a semicircular ridge stretching across the main road, his right 
holding a piece of woods, and his center and left commanding rolling 
ground in his front, over which it would be necessary to pass to attack 
him. Two batteries were in position, one covering the road and the 
other near his left, having a good range across the open field. 

The disposition of my troops was as follows : Boomer’s brigade on the 
left of the road, in the timber ; Holmes’ brigade on his right, in the open 
fields ; Sanborn’s brigade on the right of Holmes’, with skirmishers well 
out on his flank ; John Wi. Smith’s brigade, Logan’s division, in the woods 
in rear of Boomer about 400 yards, in column of regiments, as a reserve ; 
Stevenson’s brigade was thrown across a ravine on Boomer’s left, with 
directions to advance and gain a road which entered the city from the 
northwest ; Dennis’ brigade remained a short distance in rear, to guard 
the trains. 

The rain having partially ceased, at 11 o’clock the advance was or- 
dered, preceded by a heavy line of skirmishers. In a short time they 
were warmly engaged; drove back the enemy’s skirmishers toward 
their main line and into a ravine filled with willows. Here the skir- 
mishers halted for a few moments, and the enemy’s fire becoming so 
heavy they could not advance any farther, they were recalled to their 
regiments and a charge ordered. It was responded to with cheers and 
determination. Not aman faltered. The whole line swept forward in 
most perfect order, drove the enemy out of the ravine at the point of 
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thie bayonet, and charged gallantly up the hill. The enemy did not 
wait to receive the full foree of the charge, but broke and fled precipi- 
tately, followed by our troops for 14 miles, until we were within range 
of the artillery from the defenses at Jackson. MacMurray’s and Dillon’s 
batteries, following close after our infantry, were wheeled into the first 
advantageous position, and opened a well-directed and effective fire 
upon the retreating enemy. Having reached this point, the troops were 
halted and lines reformed, as they had become somewhat broken march- 
ing over the rough ground. 

. Skirmishers were immediately thrown out to the front, and officers 
sent to reconnoiter the enemy’s position and defenses, who in a short 
time returned, reporting the works evacuated. The troops were im- 
mediately moved forward into the defenses, and orders sent to General 
Stevenson to push his brigade across to the Canton road, if possible, 
and cut off the enemy’s retreat. This was about 3 p.m. Colonel San- 
born was directed to send the flag of one of his regiments which had 
borne itself most gallantly in the battle and place it on the capitol of 
the State of Mississippi, and shortly before 4 o’clock the flag of the 
Fifty-ninth Indiana was proudly waving from the dome. Sherman’s 
command entered about the same time from the west and southwest. 

The results of this victory were the capture of Jackson with seven- 
teen pieces of artillery, the destruction of the railroads, manufacturing 
establishments, army stores, &c., and a loss to the enemy, in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, of 845 men. Our loss in killed was 37; in 
wounded and missing, 228. 

Crocker’s division encamped within the enemy’s intrenchments on the 
night of the 14th, and Logan’s division between the battle-field and the 
city. : 

On the 15th, at 5 a. m., Logan’s division started for Bolton, followed 
by Crocker’s at 7 a. m., with instructions to march as far as he could 
by 4 p. m., when he would select a good place and go into camp. 

Shortiy before 4 o’clock, the advance came up with Hovey’s division, 
of McClernand’s corps, and went into camp on Baker’s Creek, two 
brigades on the west side and one on the east. 

Holmes’ brigade, of Crocker’s division, was left at Clinton for the 
night, and the remaining two brigades marched on and went into camp 
2 miles east of Logan’s division, on the main road. 

At 6a.m.on the 16th, Major-General McClernand notified me that 
the enemy, under Lieutenant-General Pemberton, had moved out in 
strong force from Vicksburg to attack us, and that his (MeClernand’s) 
columns were already in motion to meet him. 

Orders were immediately given to General Logan to follow Hovey, 
and Crocker was directed'to come forward as rapidly as possible with 
his whole division. After proceeding about 5 miles, and when near 
Champion’s Hill, General Hovey sent back word that he had met the 
enemy in force, strongly posted on the Edwards Depot road. _ 

The road at this point bears to the south, passing over a high com- 
manding hill, and then makes a short turn to the west. This hill was 
bald, giving the enemy a commanding point for his artillery, and was 
really the key of the position. fave 

The enemy’s right was on and in the vicinity of this hill, his center 
and left bearing off in the direction of Edwards Depot thrugh a piece 
of woods and behind a rail-fence on the crest of a ridge, with woods in 
his rear and open fields in front. General Hovey’s division was imme- 
diately deployed in line of battle to move against the hill, supported on 
the right by Leggett’s (late Dennis’) and Smith’s bri gades. 
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De Golyer’s battery in the mean time opened a well-directed fire 
against the enemy posted behind the fence, and Rogers’ battery of 24- 
pounder howitzers, supported by Smith’s brigade, took a position to 
the right and well in advance, and poured in a-most destructive enfi- 
lading fire, under cover of which the line advanced and the crest was 
gained. A desperate attempt was made to charge and capture Rogers’ 
battery, which was promptly repelled by Smith’s brigade, which drove 
back the enemy with great slaughter, and captured a large number of 
prisoners. Stevenson’s brigade, with the right refused, was advanced 
at double-quick into a piece of woods on the right of Smith, upon gain- 
ing which he was ordered to throw forward his right, so as to make his 
line of battle nearly parallel with the general line, and to move forward 
and drive the enemy from a hill in his front, where batteries were being 
placed. This movement was most brilliantly executed. 

The brigade charged across the ravines, up the hill, and through an 
open field, captured seven guns, portions of two batteries, several hun- 
dred prisoners, and swept across tke road, thus cutting the enemy off 
from his direct line of retreat to Edwards Depot. In the mean time 
Hovey, Leggett, and Smith were hotly engaged. Two regiments of 
Sanborn’s brigade were ordered to the support of Hovey, one to the 
support of Smith, and one to Leggett. The enemy, discovering that 
their left was turned, now made a most desperate attempt to turn ours, 
precipitating all their available force on Hovey, whose division, having 
been fighting for three and a half hours, was very much fatigued and 
partially out of ammunition. 

The tide of battle was turning againgt us, when Boomer’s brigade 
came up, and with its able and heroic commander at the head went gal- 
lantly into the contest, checked the advance of the enemy, and held 
him at bay until Holmes’ brigade came up, when a dashing charge was 
made, the enemy rolled back, and the battle won. In the charge the 
Seventeenth Iowa captured the colors of the Thirty-first Alabama and 
Waddell’s Alabama battery (four pieces). 

’ As soon as the cartridge-boxes could be filled with ammunition, the 
pursuit was ordered and kept up until dark; Stevenson’s brigade and 
De Golyer’s battery in advance, followed by Carr’s and Osterhaus’ divis- 
ions, of McClernand’s corps, then by Smith’s and Leggett’s brigades, and 
Crocker’s division, except Holmes’ brigade, which was left to guard the 
wounded, assist in burying the dead, securing the spoils taken from the 
enemy, We., the troops bivouacking for the night from 2 to 5 miles in 
advance of the battle-field. 

This, by far the hardest fought battle of all since crossing at Bruins- 
burg, and the most decided victory for us, was not won without the loss 
of many brave men, who heroically periled their lives for their country’s 
honor. Their determined spirit still animates their living comrades, 
who feel that the blood poured out on Champion’s Hill was not spilt in 
vain. HKvery man of Logan’s and Crocker’s divisions was engaged in 
the battle. ; 

Our loss was: Killed, 166; wounded and missing, 894.* That of the 
enemy: Killed, ; wounded and prisoners, : pieces of can- 
non, two stand of colors, besides quantities of small-arms and ammu- 
nition. } 

At 6 a.m. on the 17th, started for Black River, Logan in the advance, 
followed by Quinby, who had arrived and assumed command of his 
division, and reached a point on the river about 3 miles to the north 
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and east of the railroad bridge. Ransom’s brigade, of McArthur’s divis- 
lon, how came up, and was ordered to construct a bridge across the Big 
Black for the passage of his brigade and Logan’s division, and Quinby 
was ordered to construct one for the passage of his division. Ransom’s 
was a Solid raft bridge of timber, and Quinby’s was built of timber and 
cotton bales. Both were completed at an early hour on the 18th, and 
the command crossed over, with the exception of Sanborn’s brigade, 
which was directed to remain and guard the bridges and prisoners until 
Holmes came up. 

After crossing the river, the command moved in a northwest direction 
on a plantation road until the Bridgeport and Vicksburg road was 
reached, when that became our line of march, following Sherman’s corps. 
Ransom’s brigade arrived before Vicksburg just after dark, and took a 
position on Sherman’s left, Logan’s and Quinby’s bivouacking on the 
road, where there was water. 

The next morning (the 19th) they came up. Logan was placed on the 
left of Ransom, Leggett’s brigade in reserve, and Quinby on the left of 
Logan, Holmes’ brigade in reserve, and the siege of Vicksburg com- 
menced. 

In bringing this report to a close, I cannot express in words my admi- 
ration of the officers and men of my command who were engaged in this 
short but active and brilliant campaign. Their unswerving patriotism, 
patient endurance, and heroic determination have carried them through 
without a murmur, and won for them imperishable renown. Marching 
for a distance of over 200 miles through an enemy’s country in the 
short space of eighteen days, without tents, and barely transportation 
enough to carry ammunition, the major part of the time without rations 
except such as could be procured from the country, fighting or taking 
part in five distinct battles, besides almost daily skirmishing, they have 
shown what soldiers can do when firmly resolved never to see their 
country’s flag dishonored. Where all did so well, it is impossible for 
me to discriminate. 

To Maj. Gen. John A. Logan and Brig. Gen. M. M. Crocker, com- 
manding divisions; Brig. Gens. John E. Smith, John D. Stevenson, M. 
D. Leggett, Elias S. Dennis, and Cols. John B. Sanborn, George B. 
Boomer, and Samuel A. Holmés, commanding brigades, I am especially 
indebted for the able and spirited manner in which they performed their 
duties. 

The members of my personal staff—Lieut. Col. William T. Clark, as- 
sistant adjutant-general and chief of staff; Lieut.Col. William BE. Strong, 
assistant inspector-general; Maj. L. S. Willard, Capts. G. R. Steele and 
D. H. Gile, aides-de-camp; Lieut. Col. James Wilson, Thirteenth Lowa 
Infantry, provost-marshal; Lieut. Col. A. M. Powell, chief of artillery; 
Maj. Daniel Chase, Thirteenth U. 8S. Infantry; Surg. J. H. Boucher, 
medical director; Surg. F. Lloyd, Sixteenth Jowa Infantry; Capt. A. 
Hickenlooper, chief of engineers; Lieut. J. W. Mong, Third Ohio Bat- 
tery, ordnance officer; Lieut. K. Knox, Thirteenth U.S. Infantry, com- 
missary of musters; Lieut. J. D. Vernay, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, 
acting aide-de-camp—all distinguished themselves, and deserve the 
thanks of a grateful people. Zealous and earnest, they were ever in 
the work when duty required, and ready to share the post of danger. 

Signal officers—Capt. L. M. Rose (chief signal officer), Eleventh lhi- 
aois Infantry; Captain [H. W. B.] Hoyt, One hundred and thirteenth 
Illinois Infantry; First Lieut. G. H. McNary, Tenth Pennsylvania Re- 
serve Corps; First Lieut. T. C. Morris, Company H, Forty-fifth Reg- 
iment Illinois Infantry; Second Lieut. T. C. Withers, Company H, 
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Twenty-fourth Regiment Indiana Infantry—rendered most important 
services on the various battle-fields, watching and reporting the move- 
ments of the enemy, and freely exposed themselves to danger when 
necessity required. | ; 

Capt. A. Hickenlooper, Fifth Ohio Battery, and chief engineer of the 
corps, deserves special mention for his ability, untiring energy, and 
skill in making reconnaissances, maps of the routes passed over, super- 
intending the repairs and construction of bridges, &c., exposing himself 
constantly night and day, and merits some substantial recognition of 
his services. 

Appended please find tabular statement of losses in the various en- 
gagements.* For details, reference will be had to the accompanying 
division and brigade reports. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
JAS. B. McPHERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Col. JoHN A. RAWLINS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Chief of Staff, Dept. of the Tennessee. 


No. 23. 


Licport of Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, U. 8. Army, commanding Third 
Division, including operations April 25-May 19. 


Hpagrs. THIRD Div., SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
In Field, near Vicksburg, Miss., May 26, i863. 

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to report the following as the part taken 
by my command in the several marches against and the engagements 
with the enemy since leaving our camp at Milliken’s Bend, La., on 
April 25: 

In compliance with special orders, I left Milliken’s Bend with my 
command on the morning of April 25, marching a distance of 95 miles 
to Richmond, on Roundaway Bayou, encamping near the town. 

On the night of April 26, my command encamped at Good Hope 
plantation, 10 miles distant from Richmond. 

I moved forward with my command on the morning of the 27th, a 
distance of 10 miles from my last encampment, in a heavy rain, which 
continued all day. 

Early on the morning of the 28th, I again moved forward, and en- 
‘camped near Hard Times Landing, on the Mississippi River, below 
Vicksburg, and 13 miles from the camp of. the night of the 27th. 

At 1 o’clock on the morning of the 29th, in pursuance of orders, I 
moved forward on the road to Hard Scrabble Landing, and encamped 
near that place, having marched on that day 19 miles. 

On the 30th, J moved to a point on the west side of the river below 
Grand Gulf, Miss., when, on the afternoon and night of that day, the 
Kirst and Third Brigades of my division, commanded by Brig. Gens. 
John E. Smith and John D. Stevenson, respectively, were taken on 
transports and landed across the river at a landing 10 miles below 
Grand Gulf, known as Bruinsburg. The Second Brigade, Brig. Gen. 

dias 8. Dennis commanding, crossed the river on the morning of May 1. 


“*mbodied in revised statements, pp. 584, 705, 750, and Part II, p. 9. 
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I regret the necessity of having to announce the fact that during the 
ferrying of my command to Bruinsburg a collision occurred between the 
steamboats Horizon and Moderator, in which the former sunk with Bat- 
tery G, Second Illinois Light Artillery, Captain Sparrestrom command- 
ing, on board, which was entirely lost, except a small number of horses. 
The men were all saved except two, who were drowned. 

You will observe that a march of 70 miles was made by my command 
in five days, over the worst kind of roads, the axles of the batteries and 
wagons often scraping the ground. During the march, roads and bridges 
were constructed, under the direction of S. R. Tresilian, division engi- 
neer of my staff, who exhibited a great deal of energy and dispatch. 

I crossed the river in person on May 1, and hastened forward to the 
head of the two brigades which had crossed the evening previous, and 
had been ordered by General Grant to move forward on the road to 
Port Gibson early on that morning ‘to the support of General McCler- 


-nand, who was supposed to be engaging the enemy at or near that 


place. I directed my assistant adjutant-general to remain at Bruins- 
burg and come forward with the Second Brigade as soon as it should 
have crossed the river. 

I arrived with the First and Third Brigades at Thompson’s Hill 
(where General McCilernand’s corps was engaging the enemy) at or near 
12 m., and was directed to immediately form General Smith’s (First) 
brigade on the left and General Stevenson’s (Third) brigade on the 
right of General McClernand’s command. General Smith immediately 
formed his brigade on the left of General Osterhaus, who was being 
closely pressed by a heavy force of the enemy advantageously posted. 
The brigade was formed in two lines, the Twentieth and Thirty-first 
Illinois and Twenty-third Indiana Infantry, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Richards, Colonel McCook, and Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, re- 
spectively, constituting the first or advanced line, and the Forty-fifth 
and One hundred and Twenty-fourth Illinois Infantry, Colonel Maltby 
and [Col. Thomas J. Sloan ?] commanding, respectively, forming the 
second or reserve line, 200 yards in the rear. 

The Twenty-third Indiana was ordered to advance as skirmishers in 
the face of the enemy, and after a severe fire, in which the entire ad- 
vance line participated, succeeded in dislodging him from his position 
in front of the brigade. A still farther advance of the brigade in line 
pressed the enemy back upon a hill, when he essayed a formidable 
stand. To dislodge him from the position, General Smith caused his 
command to charge upon his entire front. Led by their gallant com- 
mander, the charge was executed with a zeal and heroism that adds 
another laurel to those already won by the many glorious achievements 
on the bloody fields of Belmont, Donelson, and Shiloh. They drove the. 
enemy in wild disorder from the field, causing his total rout, and com- 
pelling him to leave his dead and wounded in our possession. In this 
engagement the First Brigade captured one piece of artillery and a 
number of prisoners. dod 

The Third Brigade, General Stevenson commanding, consisting of the 
Highth and Highty-first Illinois, Seventh Missouri, and Thirty-second 
Ohio Infantry, commanded by Colonels Post and Dollins, Major Wake- 
field, and Colonel Potts, respectively, was ordered to the left, as I be- 
fore stated, where it was formed to support General Burbridge, of the 
Thirteenth Army Corps. The line, when thus formed, filled a vacancy 
in General McClernand’s line. The enemy in front of this brigade was 
in strong force. The Highth Mlinois Infantry was ordered to support 
the Eighth Michigan Battery, which opened a destructive fire of shell 
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and canister upon the enemy, compelling him to retire under cover of 
brush and timber. The admirable manner in which this battery was 
handled reflects the highest eredit upon Major Stolbrand, my chief of 
artillery, and Captain De Golyer, commanding the battery. 

At this time General Burbridge informed General Stevenson that 
there was a gap in his lines, which was immediately occupied by the 
Kighty-first Illinois. The Highth Illinois, with their front well pro- 
tected by skirmishers, was ordered to advance upon the enemy and dis- 
lodge him from the strong position which he held in front of our lines, 
The order was executed with great skill and bravery, and the enemy 
was driven back with great loss. It was at this time Colonel Post, of 
the Kighth Illinois, on the plea of fatigue, asked permission to retire 
from the field, although unhurt. The Seventh Missouri Infantry was 
ordered to form on the right of the Highth Illinois Infantry (their right 
resting on the left of General Burbridge’s line, which was unsupported), 
under a heavy fire, in order to dislodge the enemy in our front. This 
was done after a short though severe contest. 

In obedience to orders from superior headquarters, the Third Ohio 
Battery, Captain Williams commanding, and Battery L, Second Illinois 
Light Artillery, Captain Bolton commanding, were left at Hard Times 
Landing. The scarcity of transportation detained Battery D, First Ilh- 
nois Light Artillery, Captain Rogers commanding, on the Louisiana 
side of the river until a late hour in the afternoon of the day of the en- 
gagement. The troops, during the whole time engaged, acted with the 
utmost bravery, driving the enemy at all points. 

Near nightfall the enemy were in full retreat, and I might say in 
total rout. The Second Brigade, under General Dennis, having ar- 
rived near the close of the fight, was formed in rear of General Smith 
as a support, but did not become engaged. As soon as the enemy com- 
menced retreating, I ordered the First Brigade in pursuit, which was 
followed by the Second Brigade. About 4 miles from the field of ac- 
tion, the enemy fired upon our advance, without, however, doing any 
injury whatever, although they were posted upon the crest of a hillina 
splendid position. My line was instantly formed, and the fire returned, 
which caused the enemy to again retreat precipitately. 

It being at this time after nightfall, and quite dark, my command was 
formed in line on the crest of the hill where we had received the fire, 
which position we occupied during the night. 

On the morning of the 2d, the Third Brigade joined the remainder of 
the command, and we moved forward to Port Gibson, and entered the 
town while the bridges over Bayou Pierre were burning. 

At about 8 o’clock, the First and Second Brigades were ordered for- 

‘ward on the Vicksburg road. They forded the bayou a few miles above 
the town, and moved around to within 3 miles of the place, on the op- 
posite side of the bayou, finding no enemy, but securing a large amount 
of bacon, which was used by my command. 

On the night of the 2d, we bivouacked on the north fork of Bayou 
Pierre, within 2 miles of Willow Springs, where the enemy were re- 
ported to be in strong force behind fortifications. 

After repairing the suspension bridge which the enemy had set on 
fire, we crossed at 4:0’clock on the morning of the 3d, expecting to meet 
with formidable resistance. The enemy, however, profiting by the 
lesson we had given him on May 1, fired only a few shots from a gun 
of small caliber and pursued his hasty retreat. 

My escort company, with that of General McPherson, was sent for- 
ward to pick up stragglers from the retreating foe, and pursued him se 


es teen eae eat 
ce; ‘ 


Cuar. XXXVI] BATTLE OF PORT GIBSON, MISS. 645 


closely that a sharp skirmish ensued between him and the two escorts, 


,Captains Foster and Hotaling commanding, and the advance of my 


division, which was a portion of the First Brigade. ‘The Second Bri- 
gade was thrown in advance, and continued the pursuit of the enemy 
on the Grand Gulf road, taking 154 prisoners during the afternoon. 

Late in the afternoon our skirmishers reached Hankinson’s Ferry, 
over Big Black River, while a working party of the enemy were in the 
act of destroying the bridge. The reserve skirmishers and advance 
guard of the Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Force, Twentieth 
Ohio Infantry, crossed the bridge and secured many working imple- 
ments, which the enemy was forced to abandon in his hasty flight. 

On the morning of the 4th, the enemy opened an artillery fire upon 
the camp of the Second Brigade from the opposite side of the river. 
They would no doubt have effected serious injury upon us but for the 
admirable manner in which Captains De Golyer, Rogers, and Williams 
(who had joined the division on that morning) replied to them. A few 
well-directed shots from the batteries silenced the enemy’s fire, dis- 
mounting one gun and killing 2 men. 

We bivouacked at Hankinson’s Ferry three days, and on the morning 
of the 7th, in pursuance of orders, I moved on the Clinton road to Rocky 


_ Springs, where we remained during the remainder of the 7th and 


the 8th. 

At 12.30 p. m. on the 9th, we moved forward in the direction of Ray- 
mond. J continued the march until the morning of the 12th, halting 
at night, while nothing of interest occurred. 

On the morning of that day my command was ordered to move in 
advance of General Crocker’s division. At about 9 a. m. the advance 
of my column discovered the advance pickets of the enemy. General 
Dennis’ (Second) brigade being in advance, I caused it to be formed in 
line of battle across the road, and ordered General Dennis to move for- 
ward. The First and Third Brigades moved by the flank on the road, 
in easy supporting distance, nearly 14 miles, to a commanding position 
upon the summit of a hill about 2 miles from the town of Raymond. I 
caused the command to halt. 

A reconnaissance was then made by the two escort companies be- 
longing to General McPherson and myself, which proved the enemy 
was in force in my immediate front. I caused the front of the brigade 
in line to be well protected with a line of skirmishers, and ordered it to 
move forward cautiously and ascertain the position of the enemy. Our 
skirmishers soon became engaged with those of the enemy, driving 
them beyond the creek which separated our line from that of the enemy. 

I was soon satisfied that the enemy were formed in line of battle 
along the margin of the creek, under the cover of the bank, awaiting 
our attack. I caused General Smith’s brigade to be brought forward 
and formed on the right of General Dennis’ line. I then ordered an 
advance of the two brigades thus formed, and the engagement soon 
became general, the enemy having every advantage of position and a 
knowledge of the ground over which the contest was to take place. 
The largest portion of the First Brigade was compelled to advance a 
distance of 400 yards through an open field under a very heavy com- 
bined fire of infantry and artillery, and I am delighted to say that every 
man stepped promptly and majestically forward, and did his duty as a 
soldier. Generals Dennis and Smith soon gained the cover of a line of 
fence and timber quite near the enemy, and kept up a continuous fire 
upon his lines. . vaste 

The Third Brigade was ordered forward, and placed in line of battle 


646 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. [Ouar. XXXVI. 


on the right of General Smith, and soon became hotly engaged with the 
enemy’s left. ‘ 

At the commencement of the engagement, De Golyer’s (Highth Mich- 
igan) battery was placed in position on each side of the main road and 
near a bridge across a ravine in which the infantry of the enemy was 
posted, and immediately engaged the enemy’s artillery, which was 
posted on rising ground about 800 yards distant. After. remaining in 
this position about an hour, this battery was removed, and placed in a 

new position on the left of the Second Brigade or extreme left of the 
division. 

The engagement raged with great fury for at least two hours, during 
the first hour of which the enemy seemed to be concentrated upon the 
left of the First and right of the Second Brigades. During the engage- 
ment, the Highth Illinois Infantry was detached from the Third Brigade 
and moved to the support of the ''wentieth Illinois Infantry, which had 
penetrated to the ravine, where they charged the enemy with bayonets 
and materially aided the First Brigade in dislodging him. Rogers’ 
battery of 24-pounder howitzers was placed in position during the most 
severe part of the engagement, and did some most splendid execution, 
until the enemy was forced to retreat before the superior courage and 
gallantry of my command. Captain Williams’ (Third Ohio) battery was 
ordered to a position on the left flank, but was only slightly engaged. 
He was placed. in that position to prevent any flank movement which 
the enemy might contemplate in that direction. 

In this engagement Colonel McCook, of the Thirty-first Illinois In- 
fantry, was wounded in the foot, which compelled him to retire trom 
the field. Lieutenant-Colonel Richards, Twentieth Tlinois Infantry, 
while gallantly leading his regiment forward, was killed by a musket- 
shot through the left breast. 

It is impossible for me to give too much credit to the men engaged in 
the terrible conflict. Every officer and soldier did his duty most nobly. 
My command pressed the enemy back under a most galling fire, and 
crossed the creek over which we had been fighting by wading it. The 
enemy were soon in total rout. I pushed my command forward as rap- 
idly as possible into Raymond, lbut the enemy had, by taking two roads, 
escaped only about twenty minutes before my advance reached the 
town. We then, in pursuance of orders, went into camp on the night 
of May 12. f 

On the morning of May 13, in obedience to orders, I moved forward in 
rear of Geveral Crocker’s division, on the Jackson road, and on that 
night bivouacked at Clinton, on the Vicksburg and Jackson Railroad. 

My command moved forward on the next morning on the Jackson 
road, and in rear of General Crocker’s division, which, when near that 
place, became engaged with the enemy. My command was immediately 
formed to support his column, which was advancing in line of battle. 
His first advance repulsed the enemy, and gave us possession of the city 
of Jackson. My command was not engaged that day. We encamped 
that night on the west side of the city. 

On the morning of the 15th, pursuant to special orders, I left my en- 
campment on the main road, 2 miles west of Jackson, and marched in 
the direction of Clinton. Leaving the Jackson road at this point, I pro- 
ceeded on what is known as the Edwards Depot road a distance of 7 
miles, and encamped on Turkey Creek, with my right and left resting 
on the road. Here my advance came up with General Hovey’s division. 
The Third Brigade, General John D. Stevenson commanding, was 
brought up and formed upon General Hovey’s left at a point crossing 
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the railroad leading from Raymond to Bdwards Depot, where strong 


lines of pickets were thrown out connecting with General Hovey, to 


avoid any flank movement of the enemy. The First Brigade, General 
John HE. Smith, was assigned a position on the right of the road, to sup- 
port the Highth Michigan Battery, Captain De Golyer, and Company 
D, First Iinois Light Artillery, both of which were placed in positions 
commanding theroad. The Second Brigade, General B.S. Dennis com- 
manding, was held as a reserve in the rear of General Stevenson. 

On the following morning (the 16th instant), at 5 a. m., General M. D. 
Leggett, by the expiration of his leave of absence, having resumed com- 
mand, vice General Dennis, relieved by special orders and required to 
report to General Quinby, commanding the Seventh Division, followed 
up with his command directly in the rear of General Hovey’s division. 
Proceeding a distance of 2 miles, I found General Hovey’s command 
drawn upin line of battle, his right resting on the left of the main road, 
the enemy, as I learned, having been discovered in force strongly posted 
on a high ridge known as Champion’s Hill, and apparently well sup- 
ported by artillery. I caused the Second Brigade, General Leggett, 
with the Twentieth Ohio, Colonel Force commanding, and the Thirtieth 
Ulinois Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Shedd commanding, constituting 
the advance line, to move ferward and form on the right of General 
Hovey. The EKighth Michigan Battery, Captain De Golyer command- 
ing, having been previously placed in position 200 yards in rear of Gen- 
eral Leggett, Company A, of the Twentieth Ohio, and Company B, 
Thirtieth Ilinois Infantry, were deployed as skirmishers. ‘This order, 
under a sharp fire from the enemy, was promptly executed, General 
Leggett advancing, as directed, across a small ravine, and forming on 
General Hovey’s right. The First Brigade, General Smith command- 
ing, was ordered up in line, with the left resting on the right of Gen- 
eral Leggett; Company D, First Illinois Light Artillery, Captain 
Rogers, occupied the right of General Smith. The Third Brigade, Gen- 
eral John D. Stevenson commanding, was brought up and held as a re- 
serve in the rear of the center of the two brigades, remaining in that 
position about one hour, during which time the First and Second Bri- 
gades engaged the enemy. 

The Third Ohio Battery, Captain Williams, formed on a commanding 
ridge in rear of my lines, acting as areserve. The Second Brigade, 
General Leggett, advanced to the attack in two lines, two battalions in 
the first and two battalions in the second line, the second line 200 yards 
in the rear of the first line. ; 

The First Brigade, General Smith, also advanced in two lines, three 
battalions in the first line and two battalions in the second line. The 
enemy were strongly posted in the outskirts of the timber, directly in 
my front, and were discovered in force behind the fence, from which, 
after a spirited resistance, they were compelled to retire into the woods. 
The enemy in front of General Smith’s brigade occupied a ridge over- 
looking a deep ravine, covered with thick underbrush, rendering an 
advance exceedingly difficult. The engagement became general along 
the entire line, the enemy advancing and contesting the forward move- 
nent with great obstinacy. The First and Second Brigades were 
directed to charge upon the enemy, which order, after a spirited engage- 
ment, was successfully carried out, causing the enemy to abandon his 
chosen position and retire under cover of a second ridge. Daring this 
engagement General Stevenson’s brigade moved up on General Smith’s 
tight, advancing across a deep ravine to prevent any flank movement 
of the enemy. By this time a battery had been planted by the enemy 


648 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. [Ciar, XXXVI. 


on a high piece of ground in General Stevenson’s front, for the purpose, 
as I suppose, of subjecting the First and Second Brigades to an enfilad- 
ing fire. To counteract this movement, General Stevenson was ordered 
to swing around his right and charge upon the enemy. Crossing an 
almost impassable hollow, the Third Brigade, with the Kighty-first Ili- 
nois Infantry, Colonel J. J. Dollins commanding, and the Thirty-second 
Ohio Infantry, Col. B. F. Potts commanding, forming the advance line, 
moved up in good order, made a bayonet charge as instructed, drove 
the enemy from their guns, capturing the entire battery, consisting of 
five guns. E 

This brilliant movement, and the glorious results which followed it, 
speak volumes for the commanding general and his men. Too much 
credit cannot be awarded for such an exhibition of gallantry. General 
Stevenson having turned the left flank of the enemy, drove them into a 
position in front of Generals Smith’s and Leggett’s brigades, which. in 
the mean time had engaged the enemy with a determination.and cour- 
age displayed only by veteran troops. 

The result of this engagement was the capture, by the Twentieth and 
One hundred and Twenty-fourth Illinois and Twenty-third Indiana In- 
fantry, of a battery consisting of six pieces of artillery and a large num- 
ber of prisoners. The action of the First and Second Brigades, exposed 
to a raking fire of the enemy, protected by natural defenses, merits my 
warmest commendation. During the action, which lasted from 10 a. m. 
until late in the afternoon, the Second Brigade, General Leggett, held 
its position on General Hovey’s right, although repeated efforts were 
made by the enemy to break through the left. The point occupied by 
General Leggett was selected by the enemy for a grand attack. The 
coolness and unflinching bravery evinced by this brigade, and the suc- 
cessful manner in which it repulsed a superior number of the enemy, 
cannot be too highly applauded. The contest was fiercely waged upon 
both sides, resulting in the retreat of the enemy. The respective bat- 
teries commanded by Captains De Golyer, Rogers, and Williams, under 
the personal supervision of Major Stolbrand, rendered incalculable aid 
in effectually shelling the enemy wherever directed. 'The Third Brigade, 
General Stevenson commanding, in addition to the guns before enumer- 
ated, captured many prisoners, numbering 1,300 in all, who, in connec- 
tion with those taken by the First and Second Brigades, were turned 
over to the provost-marshal of my division. 

At 4 o’clock I received information of the enemy’s retreat. General 
Stevenson’s brigade, with De Golyer’s battery, was pushed forward in 
pursuit. The brigade advanced upon the double-quick on the main road 
leading to Big Black River to a point 2 miles beyond the battle-field, 
shelling the enemy and spreading great consternation in his ranks. 
Night coming on, my command halted on the main road, distant 3 miles, 
from Big Black River Bridge. 

To Captain De Golyer much credit is due for the energy displayed in 
performing the part assigned him by General Stevenson. 

On the morning of the 17th, I moved forward a distance of 2 miles, 
and encamped on the right of the main road, 1 mile from Big Black 
River Bridge. Here I was detained until the morning of the 18th. <A 
bridge having been constructed the night previous across Big Black - 
River, I proceeded with my command on a cross-road intersecting the 
main Vicksburg and Bridgeport road at a point distant 3 miles from 
Big Black River. Was detained here some time to enable the rear of 
General Sherman’s corps to pass, it having been assigned the advance 
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upon Vicksburg. Moving forward the distance of 10 miles, I remained 
over night. 

On the morning of the 19th, I resumed the advance in the direction 
of Vicksburg, 2 miles in the rear of which place I arrived with my com- 
mand at 10 a. mn. 

In submitting this report, which is hurried and somewhat imperfect, 
I am pained to record the loss ot Colonel Richards, commanding the 
Twentieth Mlinois Infantry, mortally wounded in the battle of Raymond 
while in the discharge of his official duties ; an efficient officer, the loss 
will be keenly felt by his fine regiment, greatly reduced by casualties 
incident to long service in the field. 

Iam also grieved to announce the death of Lientenant-Colonel Snook, 
commanding the Sixty-eighth Ohio Infantry, killed in the action of 
Champion’s Hill. ; 

To particularize numerous instances of personal valor, where all 
evinced such readiness to brave the danger of the battle-field, would be 
unjust to the general good deportment manifested by the officers and 
men of the Third Division. Exposed to unusual hardships in an ardu- 
ous campaign of thirty days’ duration, with insufficient transportation, 
marching a distance of 200 miles, and actively engaged in four well- 
contested battles with an ambushed enemy, the willingness with which 
all orders were carried out affords the commanding general a conclusive 
proof of their soldierly qualities and strict discipline. 

To my brigade commanders, upon all of whom weighty responsibil- 
ities were imposed, the fidelity with which their various duties were 
discharged contributed to the success which has attended our arms. 
All of them gave me repeated indications of the coolness, firmness, and 
decision of character so essential in time of action. : 

To Major Stolbrand, my chief of artillery, I am indebted for valtiable 
aid. To Major Townes, assistant adjutant-general; Maj. John C. Fry, 
provost-marshal; Captain Wheaton, acting assistant inspector-general ; 
Captains Holcomb and Hotaling, Lieutenants Moore, Hoover, and Davis, 
aides-de-camp, and to Captain Wickizer, assistant quartermaster, and 
William H. Holbrook, acting commissary of subsistence, I am indebted 
for the prompt discharge of their various duties on the various marches 
and the several fields of action, rendering me incalculable aid through 
their efficiency. 

The following is a list of the casualties which occurred in the several 
battles in which my command has been engaged since the Ist instant: 


THOMPSON’S HILL, MAY 1. 
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RAYMOND, MAY 12. 


Command. 


Wounded. 
Missing. 
Total 


Killed. 


First Brigade, General John E. Smith commanding: 
Commissioned officers. - - 
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Second Brigade, General E. 5S. Dennis commanding : 


Commissioned officers. - ; A whats 2 
RIDLIGECO ANON vende Se ook Sb wi tecnele eee ee ae ee en tia ic btews iptkatelsals ames UB leweae 83 
Third Brigade, General John D. Stevenson commanding: 
Conimission AR COLS' 5 eit ee Metra oe ee oie ieee se mate = ete a ean ate 3 Lalla 8 
ED TELSUCCRINIOMEES Marcie Ukcsa ao Se ee EAR et Coe ee ted ae oe Ai aaa rad clei Scots tarde 15 82 7 104 
LD NS ED ela eg yee ee ee ee Se ee Se ee See enema aoa Me seal eet eels ae 432 
CHAMPION’S HILL, MAY 16. 
First Brigade, General John E. Smith commanding: 
Commissioned officers ne 3 455 a DS) peer 2 13 
NIISUCUNOIUT eet eco sacle ese Mae ote ee oo eclaenee te Siamese aici eaplataisreara ae 22 91 9 122 
Second Brigade, General M. D. Leggett commanding: 
Commissioned officers . Bes Sep ce, TAR Eas 16 
PENS VOA IOI = scwclis' ae ete Nestatcds ae och ables Seow OMe a teee Reha ae alk Abe ene ae 17 172 2 191 


Third Brigade, General John D. Stevenson commanding: 
Commissioned officers : 
AE MAS COM NGM asta ale renee hn eae neck eaicuerceethe some 


hie entire loss in the artillery of the Third Division, Maj. C. J. Stol- 
brand commanding, in the three engagements enumerated in the fore- 
going report, was. as follows: De Golyer’s (Highth Michigan) Battery, 
enlisted men killed, 2; wounded, 3; total, 5. 


RECAPITULATION. 


PREM SON BOLUM NCAY Ltatcis Star ncpseete se eens atari aeiaine Meare oeinee races eet 
Raymond, May 12 ......--..-.. Sete Tee Ree = ees 
Whampion;s All) May 16-2. doch sce nies ses stasis came exe 
Artillery in the three engagements 


Grandhotel va ess oe acta ois s/s sh esa eaten sessteec alste ae aevelaaeeie ce aor See ack 
Respectfully submitted. 


JOHN A. LOGAN, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 
Lieut. Col. _W. T. CLARK, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Seventeenth Army Corps. 


Report of Col. Manning F. Force, Twentieth Ohio Infantry, Second 
Brigade. 
—, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to report that the Twentieth Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry arrived on the field in front of Port Gibson on the morning of 
the Ist instant, too late to take part in the > engagement ot that day. 


* But see revised statement, p. 706. 
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On the 3d, the regiment, marching at the head of the brigade on the 
left road, following a retreating column of the enemy, picked up a num- 
ber of stragglers as prisoners. The skirmishers, under Captain Hills, 
Company D, in advance of the regiment, reached the temporary bridge 
over the Big Black Ferry while a scouting party of the enemy was in 
the act of destroying the bridge. We drove them off.. I crossed the 
bridge, and found their implements—14 axes, 2 spades, 1 adze, 1 augur, 
several coils of rope and chains, all of which I had brought in and kept 
under guard till relieved by a company of the Thirtieth Illinois Volun- 
teer Infantry. . 

There are no casualties to report. 

The fire of the party at the ferry struck one man, who fell into the 
river, and is supposed to be killed; another, supposed killed (he was 
carried off by his comrades), and struck a third. 

A statement of prisoners taken is appended.* The continuous forced 
march for nine days, with loss of sleep and sore feet, together with the 
feeling that they only marched while others fought, told severely on . 
the men on the 3d. But as soon as the word was given that an enemy 
was in front, and the firing of skirmishers was heard, every eye lighted 
up. We pushed forward, and then with eager alacrity they showed the 
utmost cheerful fortitude, which Napoleon accounts as the first virtue 
of a soldier. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. F. FORCE, 
Colonel, Commanding Twentieth Ohio Volunteers. 


Lieut. J. C. DOUGLASS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 25. 


Report of Brig. Gen. John D. Stevenson, U. S. Army, commanding 
Third Brigade. 


Hpagrs. THIRD Bric., THIRD Div., SEVENTEENTH A. C., 
Crossing Big Black River, Mississippi, May 6, 1863. 

Masor: I herewith submit a report of the part taken by my command 
‘in the recent battle of Thompson’s Hill and the skirmishes of the sub- 
sequent days. 

On the night of the 30th of April, having crossed to the east-bank of 
the Mississippi, Bruinsburg, I received orders to move with all speed 
in the direction of Port Gibson with my entire command. Accordingly, 
at 7 a. m.on the 1st instant, I commenced the march, my command. 
consisting of the Eighth Illinois Infantry, Highty-first Ilinois Infantry, 
Thirty-second Ohio Infantry, Seventh Missouri Infantry, and De Gol- 
yer’s Eighth Michigan Battery, aggregating 1,850 infantry and four 
James’ rifles, 6-pounders, and two 12-pounder howitzers. The day being 
- intensely hot, the men necessarily suffered much on the march, but the 
continuous cannonading in front, distinctly heard, seemed to inspire 
the entire command, so that a distance of 15 miles was accomplished 
about 12 m. 

Reporting to Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, was ordered to the front, 
some 2 miles distant, to report to Maj. Gen. John A, McClernand. This 


* A total of 56. 


652 - MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. — [Cnar. XXXVI. 


2 miles’ march was much impeded by stragglers from the field, return- 
ing batteries, &c., but in less than forty minutes we were on the field. 
I was immediately ordered to form line of battle on the left of Brigadier- 
General Burbridge, filling up a space between the left and right of Gen- 
eral McOlernand’s line. Before placing my command in position, I made 
a careful reconnaissance of the ground, and soon discovered a large 
force of sharpshooters and infantry immediately in my front, occupying 
a natural rifle-pit, formed by a wash in the main road; also concealed 
behind a long line of fence and skirts of brush and timber. This force 
was supported by a battery of four 24-pounder howitzers, in a com- 
manding position in their rear, so as to completely rake any column 
or line that might be advanced against their infantry. Finding the 
enemy thus disposed, I immediately ordered the Highth Illinois In- 
fantry, under command of Col. John P. Post, into line of battle, under 
the erest of a hill, about 200 yards distant from the advance of the 
enemy. At the same time suggested to Major Stolbrand, chief of ar- 
tillery, and Captain De Golyer, to place his guns in position on the 
erest of the hill, the Eighth Illinois Infantry acting as a support to his 
battery. As soon as this disposition was made, De Golyer opened with 
canister and shell upon the rebel sharpshooters and infantry, caus- 
ing considerable commotion among them, and evidently causing them 
to retire under their cover of brush and timber. So soon as this was 
effected, the firing of the battery ceased, there being all the time a 
spirited fire returned from the rebel sharpshooters, resulting in the 
killing and wounding of a number of men at the point occupied by De 
Golyer’s guns. 

At this time, General Burbridge informing me that there was a gap 
in his line, and asking for a regiment to cover the ground, I ordered 
Col. James J. Dollins, with his regiment, Highty-first [linois Volunteers, 
with his front well covered with skirmishers, to immediately occupy 
the vacant space, which order he obeyed.with the utmost promptness. 
Discovering immediately in advance of the Eighth Illinois Volunteers, 

200 yards distant, that there was a commanding hill held by the rebels, 
which, if we could gain, would give us command of the ground, I or- 
dered the Eighth Illinois, with their line well covered with skirmishers 
thrown out in advance, to enter a dense canebrake separating them 
from the hill I proposed to occupy. They promptly moved forward, by 
the flank of companies, and, after a spirited skirmish with the advance 
skirmishers, forced the enemy to retire, and occupied the hill. At this 
point, Colonel Post, of the Eighth Illinois Volunteers, in the face of the 
enemy, left his command, and came to where I was, some 200 yards dis- 
tant, and asked permission, on plea of fatigue, to turn over his command 
to his junior officer, which I instantly assented to, and did not see him 
again on the field. I then, finding the enemy stronger than I appre- 
hended, ordered the Thirty-second Ohio Infantry, Col. B. F. Potts com- 
manding, to support the Eighth Illinois, advancing over the same 
ground, which movement was promptly executed. I then, in order to 
dislodge the enemy from the road in our front, ordered the Seventh 
Missouri Infantry, Maj. Edwin Wakefield commanding, to oceupy the- 
ground on the right of the Eighth Mlinois, their right resting on the 
left of General Burbridge’s line, which was done under a heavy fire 
from the enemy, killing 1 man and wounding a number of others. 

Having made this disposition of my command, an advance of the 
whole line was then ordered, which was met by a spirited fire from the 
enemy. Finding it impossible to dislodge the enemy with infantry, I 
caused the ground under the crest of the hill, occupied by the Eighth 


ig ie oe oi 
- Tze 
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Illinois, to be occupied by De Golyer’s battery, they being effectually 
protected by the infantry on their flanks and rear. As soon as the 
guns were in battery, they were run up by hand to the crest of the 


- hill, and a most unexpected and terrible fire opened upon the enemy, 


dispersing their infantry from the ground in rapid flight, and drawing 
upon the battery the fire of the battery of the enemy. Then there com- 
menced one of the fiercest artillery fights of the day, lasting more than 
an hour, and resulting in the complete silencing of the enemy’s guns, 
their whole force retiring from the field, leaving whilst my attention 
was directed to this part of the field, which terminated the battle in our 
front. The brigades on my right had been retired to a line some dis- 
tance in the rear, leaving the Highty-first Illinois and some Iowa regi- 
ment (the number not now recollected) entirely unsupported. Not being 
advised that this move was in contemplation, or knowing where the force 
was retired, I immediately ordered the Highty-first and the other regi- 
ment to retire to a line which would place the entire command in the 
same position as to be readily and advantageously used. Finding the 
enemy had entirely retired from the field, and it now being nightfall, 
the entire command bivouacked on the ground. 

During the entire day the men behaved with splendid spirit, and 
evinced those qualities that constitute a truly brave and reliable soldiery. 
To Colonels Dollins and Potts, Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgess, and Major 
Wakefield, commanding the several infantry regiments, the utmost 
praise is due for the promptness, coolness, and courage displayed by 
each. To Major Stolbrand, chief of artillery, and Captain De Golyer, 
Highth Michigan Battery, and every man in the battery, the highest 
meed of praise is due. No officer in the field, under my observation, 
evinced more skill, caution, and courage than Captain De Golyer, and 
he and his men are worthy of special notice. 

To my personal staff—Adjutant Whitehead, Lieutenant COallsen, 
Seventeenth Illinois Infantry, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Will- 
iams, Eighth Illinois Volunteers, aide-de camp—I am indebted for the 
promptness and accuracy with which they delivered all orders during 
the day, passing to all points of the field wherever required. 

I herewith transmit the reports of the several subordinate command- 
ers, containing accurate statements of the casualties of the day. Re- 
gretting the necessity of reporting any loss, I must attribute our small 
loss to the coolness and courage of the officers and men whilst under fire. 

At daylight on the 2d instant, the enemy being no longer in our im- 
mediate front, [ moved my command on the main road in the direction 
of Port Gibson, about 1 mile from the town, under direction of Maj. 
Gen. John A. Logan. -I changed my line of march toa point on Bayou 
Pierre, where the enemy were in force, engaged in the destruction of 
road and railroad bridges, and being prepared to resist our farther 
advance. Upon careful examination of the ground, the Seventh Mis- 
souri Volunteers, under command of Lieut. Col. W. 8S. Oliver, who, during 
the preceding night, had come up with the command, was deployed as 
skirmishers, and ordered to advance to the edge of the bayou and de- 
velop the force of the enemy. This order was executed in the finest 
style, and resulted in ascertaining the presence of a large force of the 
enemy, protected by rifle-pits and with twelve pieces of artillery in posi- 
tion. A most lively fire was kept up by our whole line of skirmishers, 
under the immediate direction of Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver, who was 
at all points of his line during the day. Finding the enemy thus 
strongly posted, Major-General Logan, being present, caused De Golyer’s 
battery to be posted on the right of our line and a battery of 20-pounder 
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Parrotts on the left, commanding the position of the enemy. The 
cannonading on our side continuing for at least an hour, and having 
effected all that could be effected, a bridge in the mean time being 
constructed at the town of Port Gibson, the batteries and skirmishers 
were withdrawn, and the whole force put in march for the bridge; cross- 
ing which, we have continued the pursuit of the retreating enemy to 
this point without again encountering them. At the skirmish at the 
bridge, I regret to say Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver received a painful 
wound in the foot, causing him to leave the field. The enemy, I have 
every reason to believe, received considerable damage, the extent of 
which could not be ascertained, as under cover of night the whole force 
retired. 
All of which I respectfully submit. 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. Third Brig., Third Div., Seventeenth A. C. 


Maj. KR. R. TOwNnzEs, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 26. 
Report of Col. James J. Dollins, Highty-first Illinois Infantry. 


NEAR BLACK RIVER, MISSISSIPPI, 
May 4, 1863. 


Siz: I have the honor, to report to you the part taken by my regi- 
ment—Highty-first Illinois Volunteer Infantry—in the engagement with 
the enemy near Port Gibson. 

On the 1st instant, we were ordered to march at 8 a. m. from the river, 
on the Port Gibson road, and arrived at the battle-ground, some 20 miles 
distant, by 1 p. m., where, in compliance with our orders, I caused my 
regiment to unsling knapsacks, and moved up and took my position in 
the line of battle assigned me by Brig. Gen. John D. Stevenson, my left 
connected with the Thirty-second Ohio Infantry, of General Stevenson’s 
brigade, and the right with the left of General Burbridge’s brigade. 
Agreeably to orders, I threw forward my skirmishers and advanced in 
line of battle. 

My skirmishing companies (Company B, commanded by Capt. Thomas 
Hightower, and Company D, commanded by Second Lieut. Henry Miars) 
had advanced but a short distance before engaging the advance of the 
enemy in spirited skirmishing. I advanced my line steadily across a 
ravine to my front and up a steep hillside, through an almost impen- 
etrable canebrake. On reaching the summit of the hill, the enemy 
poured a severe volley of musketry into our ranks, which was returned 
in a spirited manner, and resulted in driving the enemy from the hill, 
with the loss of 2 men on our side, either killed or taken prisoners, and 
1 severely wounded. The loss on the rebel side could not be definitely 
ascertained, but was, doubtless, much greater than was sustained by 
myregiment. In the mean time brisk skirmishing was kept up by flank 
companies directly in front of our line, resulting in every instance in 
driving the enemy. 

I advanced my line forward into an open field to the front, and within 
300 yards of the enemy’s line of both infantry and artillery, and ordered 
my men to lie down directly under the brow of a hill and in full view 
of the enemy’s field artillery; their gunners were picked off around their 
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guns by men from my line. They rained solid shot, shell, grape, and 
canister at us for an hour and a half, and in many instances their shot 
struck in advance of the line and ricochetted or bounded over us while 
in position. Captain De Golyer’s battery from our side opened upon 
the battery of the enemy that was directiy in our front, thus placing 
us directly under the cross-fire of two batteries for upward of an hour. 
The whistling of the shots over us was indeed sublime and musical, but 
not a man of us was hurt. It was here, and at that time, that I re- 
ceived an order from General John D. Stevenson, commanding Third 
Brigade, Third Division, Seventeenth Army Corps, to move my regiment 
back, by the flank, to where the line was first formed. 

I feel truly grateful to the members of my staff for their good behavior 
on this occasion; each did his duty well. All the line officers and men 
discharged their duty as good officers and soldiers always do. This was 
the first engagement my regiment was ever in, and I must be permitted 
to say, in justice to them, that their gallantry and behavior on that 
occasion was only equaled by old and well-tried veteran soldiers. The 
names of the 2 men that were killed or taken prisoners are John Coffey 
and Julius Dodson, and Claus Stamps was severely wounded, all pri- 
vates in Company D. Second Lieut. Henry Miars, in command of the 
right skirmishing company, is entitled to the respect of his superior 
officers for the able manner in which he commanded his company. 

Iam, adjutant, very respectfully, yours, 
JAMES J. DOLLUINS, 
Colonel, Commanding Highty-first Illinois Volunteers. 


Lieut. F. WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 27. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. William W. Loring, C. S. Army, commanding 
Division. 
HEADQUARTERS LORING’S DIVISION, 
Bovina, Miss., May 6, 1863. 


Mason: I have the honor to submit the following report of my con- 
nection With the army recently at and near Grand Gulf: 

Agreeably to instructions from the lieutenant-general commanding, I 
left Jackson, Miss., on Friday, the 1st instant, and moved with dispatch 
in direction of Grand Gulf, via Edwards Depot, taking with me from 
Big Black Bridge two regiments of infantry and a battery of artillery of 
Tilghman’s brigade. Upon reaching Rocky Springs, about 18 miles 
from Grand Gulf, we learned that the force under Brigadier-General 
[J. S.] Bowen had fallen back before a largely superior force from the 
positions in the direction of Port Gibson toward Grand Gulf. Hearing 
that the enemy were approaching the Grindstone Ford with the view of 
turning our force, which was then in a cul-de-sac, we ordered the two reg- 
iments and battery to move as rapidly as possible to the ford and hold 
it at all hazards, and then hastened to the command of General Bowen, 
which we found in the position reported near Grand Gulf. General 

3owen informed me that his force was about 7,000 men, and then in 
position opposite the enemy, with a bayou between them, but that his 
force was wholly inadequate; besides, that he had but one day’s bread- 
stufis and no way of getting more, for the reason that the enemy, 40,000 
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to 50,000 strong, were marching a column of 20,000 to turn his rear by 
the way of Grindstone Ford, on the Bayou Pierre; that they had repaired 
the bridges across the intervening streams and were then rapidly ap- 
proaching. He placed in my possession information and facts to satisfy 
my mind that the statements were undoubtedly true. Hefurtherinformed 
me that he was fully convinced of the necessity of taking the army out 
of its position, and had put off doing so, hearing that I was coming. I 
approved of his determination, and directed it to be done at once, de- 
termined to fall back to a position where supplies and re-enforcements 
could reach the army. This had scarcely been determined upon when 
your communication was received, stating that the army had fallen back 
toward Grand Gulf, and ordering it to move at once out of its position 
and across the Big Black at Hankinson’s Ferry. The necessary order. 
was given for the movement, General [A.W. | Reynolds being sent with 
all possible dispatch to Grindstone Ford with his brigade, it being all- 
important to hold that position. From some cause or other this brigade 
failed to reach its destination, and it was left to the regiments be- 
fore mentioned to hold it, and soon the command was in motion. Sub- 
sequently we heard of [S. M.] Barton’s arrival, it being the first infor- 
mation we received of his approach. I placed General [Lloyd] Tilgh- 
man in command of a brigade, in addition to the two regiments and the 
battery referred to, with which he held the enemy in check and drove 
him back after he had crossed the Bayou Pierre with an advance of 
some fourteen regiments, with large amount of artillery. The force, 
with its baggage, in accordance with your orders, crossed Big Black 
and there remained (the other instructions having been carried out), its 
baggage being sent to the rear to have it out of the way in case the enemy 
appeared. During the crossing, and after a large portion of the com- 
mand was over, I learned of the coming of Major-General [C. L.] Ste- 
venson with a brigade. 

On the following morning, Brigadier-General [S. D.] Lee, being or- 
dered to bring up the rear, was left for that purpose at the crossing of 
the Big Black, and kept the enemy (which proved to be but a recon- 
noitering force) from coming to this side of the river, or in any way dis- 
turbing our march. 

The next morning (Monday, May 4) I received your communication 
to hasten as rapidly as possible to Big Black Bridge and Edwards De- 
pot, it being feared from information received that the enemy was mov- 
ing rapidly in that direction. This order was obeyed. Subsequently 
an order was received dividing the army and sending the divisions to 
different positions. This was done, and I reported the facts to your 
headquarters. —_. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
W. W. LORING, 
; Major-General, Commanding. 

Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS LoORING’s DIVISION, 
Forest, Miss., August 27, 1863. 
CoLoNEL: I respectfully state that I was ordered on the night of May 
1 to move with two regiments and a battery from Jackson to Port 
Gibson by the way of Edwards Depot. 
On May 2, while passing within a few miles of Grindstone Ford, on 
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the Bayou Pierre, we learned from a citizen that General [John 8.] 
Bowen, in command of a small force, had disputed the road to Port 
Gibson, and was repulsed by an overwhelming force of the enemy, With 
heavy loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners, and that, after crossing, 
he had destroyed the bridge over the Bayou Pierre opposite the town. 
We also learned that the enemy was advancing toward the ford, with 
the view of cutting off Bowen’s retreat. The two regiments and battery 
with us were at once ordered to the ford, with directions to hold it. The 
admirable manner in which Col. A. E. Reynolds performed this duty 
prevented the success of the flank movement. 

Upon arriving at General Bowen’s camp, between the Bayou Pierre 
and Grand Gulf, we learned that he had made a gallant defense, but was 
compelled to fall back as stated; that his re-enforcements came too late 
and in too small numbers to prevent the enemy from landing, and after- ‘ 
ward advancing. His information satisfied him that they had a force 
of nearly 50,000, and that while a portion was threatening his front a 
large command was marching to the Grindstone Ford for the purpose 
of turning him. I advised an immediate movement to save the com- 
mand, then about 5,000 strong. General Bowen informed me that in 
this opinion he concurred, and had deferred the movement until my 
arrival. Time being all-important, at my request he issued orders for 
a speedy departure. 

During the night I was informed that a dispatch had come directing 
what had already commenced. The admirable manner in which the 
orders were executed enabled the command to move out in good order 
with its baggage, destroying all else that could not be carried away. In 
the course of the early morning it reached the cross-roads, and soon after 
commenced the passage of Big Black River, in accordance with orders. 

In the mean time the enemy was at the ford in heavy force, the com- 
mand placed there holding them in check. General [Lloyd] Tilghman, 
with an additional brigade, was ordered to protect the column in its 
movement to the river, aided by General [S. D.] Lee. This was hand- 
somely done, and we were enabled successfully to cross it. Near here 
and on both sides of the river we found the remainder of [Carter L.| 
Stevenson’s division. After all had crossed, my division was ordered 
to Bovina, near the railroad, where it arrived on May 4. 

With respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
W. W. LORING, 
Major-General, Commanding, de. 
Col. B. 8S. EWELL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 28. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. John 8. Bowen, C. 8. Army, commanding Con- 
Jederate forces, with correspondence, &e. 
GRAND GULF, April 30, 1863. 
‘Six gunboats, with two transports lashed to them, passed my batteries 


to-night between 9 and 10 o’clock. Enemy on Louisiana shore, be- 
low. Hurry up re-enforcements. My lines very much extended. 
JNO. S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
General PEMBERTON. 
42 & R—VOL XXIV, PT I 
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GRAND GULF, April 30, 1863. 
The boats have moved down the river. The last are now in sight, 
taking mules and wagons on board. j 
JNO. 8S. BOWEN. 


General PEMBERTON. 


GRAND GULF, April 30, 1863. 
General [E. D.] Tracy has arrived. His men are much broken down. 
I will fight them the other side of Port Gibson. 
JNO. 8S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


GRAND GULF, April 30, 1863. 
Camp and fleet of the enemy 3 miles below. Their troops are mov- 
ing. Cannot tell whether they will attack our left or front. When 
they cross again, they may move to Rodney, and not renew the attack 
to-day. Will keep you advised. 
JNO. S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


GRAND GULF, April 30, 1863. 
There are four gunboats in Bayou Pierre. I have no guns that can 
check them. They can remove obstructions, and may destroy the 
bridge, cutting my force in two. Shall I remove all to this side, sever- 
ing all communication by telegraph, or make the best of it? 
JNO. 8S. BOWEN. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


GRAND GULF, April 30, 1863. 
Three thousand Iederals were at Bethel Church, 10 miles from Port 
Gibson, at 3 p.m., advancing. They are still landing at Bruinsburg. 
JNO. S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-Generai PEMBERTON. 


(Same to Stevenson.) 


GRAND GULF, May 1, 1863. 
General [W. .] Baldwin is coming up. Please answer my last cipher 
dispatch. 
JNO. 8S. BOWEN. 
General PEMBERTON. 


GRAND GULF, May 1, 1863. 


I have prepared for defense of both sides Bayou Pierre. The country 
and the jaded condition of [Edw, D.] Tracy’s and [W, E.] Baldwin's 
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men forbid an advance. If it can be done to-day, I will do it. There is 
no raft in Bayou Pierre. I need field artillery ammunition badly (10- 
pounder Parrott, 6-pounder, and 12-pounder brass). Is it coming from 
Hankinson’s? Our advance has been engaged with theirs 4 miles 
south of Port Gibson. Loss small and position maintained. Iam com- 
pelled to keep a brigade at the Gulf, fearing a direct attack. : 
JNO. S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


: GRAND GULF, May 1, 1863. 
Prisoners taken this morning say [John A.| McClernand is in com- 
mand ; that three or four divisions are landed; one took a right-hand 
road from Rodney, and that they all number over 20,000 men. I dis- 
believe the report. 
JNO. 8. BOWEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


Porr Gipson, May 1, 1863—9 a. m. 

I am vastly outnumbered, but hope to hold my position—3 miles 
south of Port Gibson—until General [W. E.] Baldwin gets up. He is 
entering Port Gibson. 

JNO. S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


NEAR Port Gipson, May 1, 1863—1,20 p. m. 
We have been engaged in a furious battle ever since daylight; losses 
very heavy. General [Edw. D.] Tracy is killed. The Virginia battery 
was captured by the enemy, but is retaken. We are out of ammunition 
for cannon and small-arms, the ordnance trains of the re-enforcements 
not being here. They outnumber us trebly. There are three divisions 
against us. My whole force is engaged, except three regiments on Big 
Black, Bayou Pierre, and Grand Gulf. The men act nobly, but the 
odds are overpowering. 
JNO. 8. BOWEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


Port Gipson, May 1, 1863—< p. m. 

I still hold my position. We have fought 20,000 men since dawn, 
besides skirmishing last night. They are pressing me hard on the right. 
My center is firm; the left is weak. When can Loring get here? 

JNO. 8S. BOWEN, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON, 
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NEAR Port Gipson, May 1, 1863—5,.15 p. m. 

I still hold my position. I will have to retire under cover of night to 
other side of Bayou Pierre and await re-enforcements. The bacon is all 
removed out of Port Gibson. They will not get it. 

JNO. 8S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


Port Greson, May 1, 1863—5.30. 

I am falling back across Bayou Pierre. I will endeavor to hold that 
position until re-enforcements arrive. J have had as much meat carried 
over as I could. The rest will be burned to-night, as will the corn stored 
here. There will be very little to eat here for my own command or the 
re-enforcements. Want of ammunition is one of the main causes of our 
retreat. The men did nobly, holding out the whole day against over- 
whelming odds. The town will be in possession of the enemy in a few 
hours, and communication cut off. 

JNO. S. BOWEN, 


Brigadier- General. 
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON. 


VICKSBURG, May 1, 1863. 
Brigadier-General BOWEN, Grand Gulf: 

The Parrott ammunition has gone via Hankinson’s. Six and 12- 
pounders will be sent at once. I think it unnecessary to keep a whole 
brigade at the Gulf. They cannot land under your guns. General 
Loring, with nearly two brigades, has started from Jackson to you. 
You had better whip them pelore he reaches you. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


VICKSBURG, May 1, 1863. 
General JOHN S. BOWEN, Port Gibson: 

I am hurrying re-enforcements; also ammunition. Endeavor to hold 
your own until they arrive, though it may be some time, as the distance 
is great. 

J. C. PEMBERTON. 
VICKSBURG, May 1, 1863—4.50 p. m. 
General JoHN S. BowEN, Port Gibson: 

A brigade from here will reach you before Loring. 

Jini Gs PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 


VICKSBURG, May 1, 1863—7.30 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. BOWEN, Port Gibson: 


Is it not Arobabte that the ren will himself retire to-night? It is 
very important, as you know, to retain your present position, if possi- . 
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ble. Your telegraphic communication will be eut off, and enemy will 
have road open to east. You must, however, of course, be guided by 
your own judgment. You and your men have done nobly. The account 
of the bacon is very gratifying. 

J. C. P. (PEMBERTON. | 


; VICKSBURG, May 1, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. Joun S. BowEn: 

In ease the bridge is destroyed, how far up before you could form a 
connection? Is the river navigable to the bridge? Is not the river 
so narrow at the rafts that, with field artillery and sharpshooters, its 
destruction could be prevented? it is of vast importance to drive 
enemy back and save our communications with Grand Guif and Port 
Gibson. You said this evening you would fight him on the other side 
of Bayou Pierre. Why have you changed yourmind? You have now 
about 9,000 men, and you ought to attack before he can greatly increase 
bis strength. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Grand Gulf, May 2, 1863, 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following synopsis of the battle 
of Port Gibson, fought by a portion of my command on May 1: 

The whole of the night before, the enemy were landing troops at Bru- 
insburg, just south of the mouth of Bayou Pierre. From that point sev- 
eral roads could be reached by the enemy, all centering at Port Gibson. 
General [M. E.] Green had been sent out on the Bruinsburg road the 
day before with a force of about 1,000 men. The enemy attacked him 
at 1 a. m., and, after a brisk skirmish of two hours and a half duration, 
were repulsed. They continually received fresh troops, and renewed 
the attack at daylight on General Green’s position. 

In the mean time General [E. D.] Tracy had arrived and taken posi- 
tion. His force, nominally 2,200, was really not more than 1,500, ‘and 
the men were completely jaded and broken down with continuous 
marching. The enemy’s attack was sustained with great bravery until 
between 9 and 10 o’clock, when, overwhelmed by numbers and flanked 
on the right and left, General Green had to fall back. Courier after 
courier had been sent for General [W. E.] Baidwin, but his troops were 
so utterly exhausted that he could not get up in time to prevent this, 
General Tracy’s position on the right was maintained. He himself was 
killed early in the action. All of General Green’s artillery ammunition 
was exhausted when he fell back. The enemy captured two pieces of 
the Virginia battery, on General Tracy’s left and Green’s right. 

Just as the retreat was taking place, General Baldwin arrived. I 
ordered him to form a new line, about 1 mile in rear of General Green’s 
first position, and sent the latter to the right to assist General Tracy. 
General Baldwin had no artillery, and that ordered up from Grand Gulf 
had not arrived. Colonel [F. M.] Cockrell, with three Missouri regi- 
ments, came up soon after. Two were sent to the left and one to the 
right. Ammunition was scarce, especially in General Tracy’s command, 
their ordnance train not having arrived. I now had all the force at my 
command on the field, excepting three regiments and two battalions, 
which occupied positions which I could not remove them from until the 
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last moment. , I ordered them up.about 1 o’clock, but only one of them 
arrived in time to cover the retreat and burn the bridges. 

Between 12 and 1 o’clock I attempted, with two of Colonel Cockrell’s 
regiments, to turn the enemy’s right flank, and nearly succeeded. They 
formed three brigades in front of a battery to receive our charge. The 
first was routed, the second wavered, but the third stood firm, and, after 
a long and desperate contest, we had to give up the attempt. I am of 
opinion, however, that this attack saved the right from being over- 
whelmed, and kept the enemy back until nearly sunset. All day long 
the fight raged fiercely, our men everywhere maintaining their ground, 
and I hoped that I could hold it until after dark. Just before sunset a 
desperate attack was made by the enemy, they having again received 
fresh troops. My right was forced to give ground, and I was reluctantly 
compelled to fall back. The order was given and executed without con- 

- fusion, General Baldwin, who held the center, bringing up the rear. The 
enemy attempted no pursuit, and all crossed in safety to this side of 
Bayou Pierre, destroying the bridges behind us. General Baldwin, 
misled by the burning of the railroad bridge and by rumors that it was 
the suspension bridge, took the road due north, through Port Gibson, 
instead of the Grand Gulf road, and unfortunately destroyed the bridge 
over the north fork of Bayou: Pierre, cutting me off from most, of the 
meat, which had been sent between the two forks for safety. I had sent 
a train around to bring it all here, and some of the wagons were cut off. 
They are coming in, however, and I expect none will be lost. I am en- 
deavoring to get it over a ferry on the north fork, and, if I do not suc- 
ceed, shall at all events try to destroy it. I ordered all the commissary 
stores left in town, mainly corn, to be burned. 

I can give no estimate of losses, returns not having been handed in, 
but they must be severe. A section of the Virginia battery was cap- 
tured by the enemy, and not retaken as reported. Two more pieces had 
to be left from want of horses, all having been killed. The men endeav- 
ored to drag the pieces off by hand, but had to leave them. The Hud- 
son Battery brought off all their pieces, but had lost so many horses 
they were compelled to abandon their caissons. This battery suffered 
severely, having 20 men wounded. Nearly all the missing of the whole 
command can be considered among the killed and wounded, as very few 
prisoners were taken. 

The enemy have refused to allow me to bury the dead, or visit the 
wounded beyond the mere sending of surgeons, who are to remain. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—Since writing the above, I have ascertained that the enemy’s 
force engaged exceeded 20,000, while my own did not number over 5,500. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Hp@rs. DEP. MISSISSIPPI AND EAST LOUISIANA, 
Vicksburg, Miss., May 4, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded, with high commendation upon the gallantry 
of Brig. Gen. J. 8. Bowen and command, and respectfully urging that 
he be promoted to the rank of major-general. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 
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Hpgrs. Bownn’s Division, ARMY OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., June 4, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following detailed report of the 
battle of Port Gibson, fought near that place on the Ist ultimo, which 
has been delayed until this time for want of sufficient data from brigade 
commanders, their commands having been -ever since almost daily 
engaged with the enemy. 

On or about April 20, it became evident from the movements of the 
enemy, then closely watched by Major [Isaac F.] Harrison and a portion 
of my brigade in Louisiana, that he intended to pass below Vicksburg 
and make his lodgment in Mississippi at or near Grand Gulf. I imme- 
diately dispatched for the chief engineer of the department, to confer 
with him in regard to our position, and also urged the lieutenant-gen- 
eral commanding to send every gun and every man that could be con- 
centrated to my assistance, The engineer officer, after a reconnaissance, 
fully concurred with me in my idea, that in case they passed my bat- 
teries and landed at Bruinsburg or Rodney, I should meet them south 
of Port Gibson and give-them battle; also that it would require from 
15,000 to 20,000 men to insure our success. 

After the signal failure of the fleet to silence my batteries at Grand 
Gulf on April 29, and their subsequent passage by them under cover of 
darkness on the same night, I immediately commenced my dispositions 
to meet their army on the south side of Bayou Pierre. At the same time 
my water front was so extended, and presented four such vulnerable 
points, that nearly the whole division under my command was required 
to guard it, and left me no hope to fight the enemy on the spot selected 
unless the promised re-enforcements should reach me in time. 

Finding, on the 30th, that Grant’s army was crossing the Mississippi 
and landing at Bruinsburg, near the mouth of Bayou Pierre, I sent out 
Brigadier-General Green with about 450 of his own command (the re- 
mainder being posted on Big Black and Bayou Pierre), with a section 
of the Hudson Battery, and the Sixth Mississippi Regiment (Colonel 
[Robert] Lowry’s), to occupy the two roads leading from Bruinsburg to 
Port Gibson. Tracy’s brigade, Stevenson’s division, arrived, jaded from 
a forced march and without provisions. I ordered them to halt near 
town, to collect stragglers, cook rations, and after a short rest to report 
to Green, who would point out their position. ; 

During the afternoon I went out in person and established Green in 
his position; returned to Grand Gulf to ascertain what demonstrations 
were making upon the positions on Big Black, Bayou Pierre, and the 
river front ; received reports of approaches being made on every one, 
and determined to strengthen the one on Bayou Pierre, as its passage 
by the enemy would have been extremely disastrous tous. I ordered 
all the rifled Parrotts (four 10-pounders) and the First Missouri Regi- 
ment to this point, then occupied by one regiment of Green’s brigade 
and a section of 6-pounder pieces, making about 700 men and six pieces 
of artillery in all. The Second Missouri was deployed along the river 
below the batteries to prevent a landing at points beyond the range of 
our guns. ; ; 

Two 12-pounder pieces and the Second [First ?] Confederate Battalion, 
under Lieutenant: Colonel [George H.] Forney, were posted at Winkler’s 
Bluff, to prevent the destruction of the raft and the passage of Big 
Black River by the gunboats. The First Missouri Cavalry (dismounted ) 
and [Ras.] Stirman’s battalion, with [W. E.] Dawson’s battery (four guns), 
held the position on Big Black known as Thompson’s Hill, me the 
enemy had threatened an attack for some days. The remainder of the 
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command (the Third, Fifth, and Sixth Missouri, Guibor’s and one sec- 
tion of [John C.] Landis’ battery) was ordered to be ready to move at a 
moment’s notice. These dispositions can be fully seen on accompanying 
sketch, marked A.* ; 

About 1 o’clock in the morning the enemy advanced, drove in Green’s 
pickets, and attacked with infantry and artillery. After a sharp con- 
test of an hour and a halt, Green repulsed him, driving him back toward 
Bruinsburg. At sunrise the attack was renewed, and svon the action 
became general along our entire front. The enemy were gradually ex- 
tending their lines and threatened completely to envelop us, but the 
regiments immediately in our front were so repeatedly driven back that 
their movement was materially delayed. Arriving on the field between 
7 and 8 o’clock, and finding our left very much pressed, I called upon 
the Sixth Mississippi to charge a battery in front of them, to which they 
nobly responded, and were well seconded by the Twenty-third Alabama, 
on their right, but not by the Arkansas troops, to their left. We suc- 
ceeded, however, in forcing them back some distance, and, leaving orders 
with Green to hold the position for an hour, I rode back and urged 
forward Baldwin’s brigade, then arriving, to his support. I returned 
just in time to see the position lost, Green having been pressed grad- 
ually back. Ordering Baldwin to take a new line on the Rodney road, 
I sent Green to the right to re-enforce Tracy, then severely pressed on 
the Bayou road. The three reserve regiments from Grand Gulf, with 
[Henry] Guibor’s battery and Landis’ section of 24-pounder howitzers, 
having arrived, one regiment (the Sixth Missouri, Colonel [Eugene] 
Erwin) was sent to the right to re-enforce Green and Tracy, Landis’ 
section placed in Baldwin’s line (who had. no artillery), and the remain- 
ing regiments (the Third and Fifth Missouri) moved to the left of the line. 

Finding the enemy’s right rapidly deploying and occupying a ridge 
that gave them easy access to the Natchez road, I determined to check 
their movement, and pushing forward with the Third and Fifth Missouri— 
detaching them some 300 yards from Baldwin’s left—we charged their 
extreme right division, composed of one six-gun battery and twelve regi- 
ments ofinfantry. The first line (four regiments) was routed ; the second 
wavered and gradually gave way; the third held its place, and forced 
us, after a protracted contest, to retire. This desperate move, carried 
out with a determination characteristic of the regiments making it, saved 
us from being flanked and captured, and gave us until sunset to prepare 
for our retreat. About 10 a. m., finding that no real attack was to be 
made on Bayou Pierre or Big Black, I sent for the First Missouri Infan- 
try and First Missouri Cavalry, dismounted. The former regiment ar- 
rived in time to cover our retreat over Bayou Pierre and assist in destroy- 
ing the bridges; the latter (7 miles distant) did not come up until night. 

Ammunition was very scarce, especially in Tracy’s brigade, whose ord- 
nance train had not arrived. Nearly all my field artillery had been left 
at the points to be guarded around Grand Gulf, and my infantry line 
was much extended, as may be gleaned from the reports of brigade com- 
manders, showing that companies were sent to re-enforce assailed points 
where regiments were required. 

My returns show the following force engaged : 

Part of Green’s brigade, with Sixth Mississippi and section of Hudson Battery.. 775 


Tracy’s brigade and [Joseph W.] Anderson’s (Virginia) battery.............- 1,516 
Baldwin's brigade a... 2 incisor eles ao aca ee eee Len ee eee eee 1,614 
Part of Cockrell’s brigade, with Guibor’s and a section of Landis’ battery... .. 1, 259 

otal. See ii oo Se cee Memeo a eos ee 2 AN RC ge 5, 164 


* See opposite page. 
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We had thirteen pieces of light artillery. The enemy had landed 
30,000 men, and according to their letter-writers nearly all were brought 
into action during the day. They had certainly five major-generals, in- 
cluding their commander, General Grant, present, showing that the 
above is no exaggeration of their numbers. My command held this 
large army in check from daylight until near sundown, often repulsing 
them, and three times charging and breaking their lines. 

About half an hour before sundown the order to retire was given. 
Green was then slowly falling back on theright. Tracy’s brigade moved 
next, followed by Cockrell, from the left, and Baldwin, who occupied the 
center, brought-up the rear. Passing to the left of the town with the 
leading brigades, we crossed the bayou, and, having formed line of battle 
on the north side, destroyed the bridge. The enemy, pressing upon our 
rear, obtained possession of the road leading to the left of the town, and 
compelled Baldwin to cross through the town and over the forks of the 
bayou, destroying both bridges. Halting a few hours to rest his men, 
he took up his march, and, passing around, joined me the following day 
at Grand Gulf. 

Hoping from my dispatches that Major-General [W.W.] Loring, with 
his whole division, would be up that night, I determined to hold the 
position on the Bayou Pierre, and if Loring could prevent the enemy 
from crossing the two forks of the bayou to the east, and thus secure 
my left flank, I felt confident of whipping them in front. Finding that 
only one small brigade of his was en route to join me, and that |A. W.] 
Reynolds’ brigade, of [Carter L.] Stevenson’s division, had not vet come 
up, I determined to abandon the position. 

Major-General Loring and Brigadier-General [Lloyd| Tilghman ar- 
rived at my headquarters about 11 o’clock on the night of the 2d. I 
explained my position to them, and stated my determination to retreat, 
but told General Loring that the order had not yet been communicated 
to any one. He declined to assume the command of the troops, but 
concurred in my belief that I was compelled to abandon the post at 
Grand Gulf. Ithen ordered the evacuation, the time for each command 
to move being so fixed as to avoid any delay or confusion when the sev- 
eral commands from their respective positions should meet on the main 
road. After the order was issued, a dispatch from General Pemberton 
ordered the abandonment of the position, adding that I was to abandon 
my baggage, which I had determined to and did save. After the army 
was clear of the post, magazines destroyed, and the order of march fully 
arranged, General Loring assumed command, keeping me with him as 
a staff officer until we crossed the Big Black River, when I returned to 
the command of my division. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the troops who shared the 
periis and hardships incident to this battle. By referring to the reports 
of General Baldwin and Colonel [I. W.] Garrott (commanding Tracy’s 
brigade), it will be seen that these brave men marched over 100 miles, 
fought for twelve hours an army five times their number, and all in the 
space of five days. 

General Green’s handsome repulse of the enemy’s advance guard the 
night before the battle is worthy of special commendation. 

In addition to the gallant charge made by the Third and Fifth Mis- 
souri (Colonels [W. R.] Gause’s and [James] McCown’s regiments) on 
the left, I would call special attention to the cool, daring, and deter- 
mined conduct of Col. Eugene Erwin and the brave officers and men 
under him, of the Sixth Missouri. To fully understand the merit of 
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this officer and his regiment, I refer to his report, herewith inclosed, and 
fully substantiated by the reports of General Green and Colonel Gar- 
rott. The remaining regiments of this brigade, viz, the First (Colonel 
[A. C.] Riley) and Second (Lieutenant-Colonel [Pembroke 8.] Senteny 
commanding), were conspicuous during the defense made at the Bayou 
Pierre Bridge, and as a portion of the rear guard which was so ably 
handled by Colonel Cockrell on our retreat from Grand Gulf to Han- 
kinson’s Ferry. 

That portion of the artillery engaged, viz, [J. W] Anderson’s (Virginia) 
battery, one section of the Hudson, and one section of Landis’ battery, 
commanded, respectively, by Captain [J. W.| Johnston, Lieutenant [John 
R.| Sweaney, and Captain Landis, conducted themselves in the most com- 
mendable manner. The officers and men of the Anderson and Hudson 
Batteries stood to their pieces under the most withering fire, and fought 
until ammunition was exhausted and so many horses killed that one 
[officer] (Lieutenant Sweaney) had to leave his caissons, and the other 
(Captain Johnston) four of his pieces, which the men strove hard to 
drag off the field by hand. 

Thanks are due to the officers of my staff, who displayed their usual 
zeal and courage on such occasions. 

Our loss, it will be seen by the returns heretofore forwarded, is: 
Killed, 68; wounded, 380; missing, 384. That of the enemy is estimated 
in their published accounts at about 2,000 in killed and wounded, some 
placing it as high as 2,500. 

Among our gallant dead is numbered Brigadier-General Tracy, who 
fell early in the fight, but after giving signal proof of his ability as an 
officer and bravery as a man. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8S. BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Mississippi and East Louisiana. 


{Indorsement. ] 


RicHMOND, March 6, 1865. 
These papers, to wit: Reports of Major-General Bowen, Brig. Gen. 
M. E. Green, Brig. Gen. W. E. Baldwin, Col. F. M. Cockrell, Col. K. 
Erwin, and Col. I. W. Garrott, have only been found by me within the 
last three days among some old court-martial papers. I had never seen 
them before, but was informed at Demopolis, Ala., in August, 1863, that 
they had been sent in to my headquarters during the siege of Vicks- 
burg. Captain [R. R.] Hutchinson, then (formerly assistant adjutant- 
general to Bowen) on duty with me, had a search made for them, but 
ineffectually. They are now respectfully forwarded to Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Office for file, with my official report of operations in 
Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, de. 
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ADDENDA. 


Return of Casualties in the Confederate forces (Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen commanding) 
at the battle of Port Gibson, May 1, 1863. 


(Compiled from brigade reports.] 


Z 
eh 
Command. cm © fs 3 
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a Q 4 6 
4)1E|)ade 
Bowen’s division; 
Hirsh Bricade!(Cockrell's)) 2.2)... na: chee as esceles cnccamr mel selsten eens an 18 97 96 206 
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Stevenson's division : : 
SOCona ner radoc( TACKS) sp tie.a/abcasise neon cememeiiemiaes int ascirs gece mags 18} 112] 142 272 
PPE RI GOS cls; sea telne sacle wis Wars dalite + Vaelatnes ems SOS ASE oe abe higaeae = ees 60 | 340 887 787 
Total according to Bowen’s report......---..--.------------ Sse eae 68 | 380 | 384 832 


No. 29. 


Report of Col. Francis M. Cockrell, Second Missouri Infantry (Confed- 
erate), commanding First Brigade, Bowen's Division. 


HApgrs. 1st Bric., 2D Div., ARMy OF MIss. AND H. LaA., 
Vicksburg, June 22, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by this brigade in the memorable engagements of April 29 at 
Grand Gulf and May 1 at Port Gibson, and the subsequent evacuation : 

During the engagement with the gunboats on April 29, the Third 
Missouri Infantry, under Lieut. Col. F. L. Hubbell, was in the rifle-pit 
supporting the batteries. [William] Wade’s battery and Guibor’s artil- 
lerymen, manning heavy guns, were in the works at their post. All 
nobly did their whole duty during this fearful strife. 

Our loss was: Killed, 2; wounded, 18. 

On the morning of May 1, the Second Missouri Infantry, under Lieut. 
Col. P. S. Senteny, was posted on the river front; the First Missouri 
Infantry, under Col. A. C. Riley, with Wade’s battery, under Lieuten- 
ant [R. C.] Walsh, was guarding a crossing on Bayou Pierre. 

In obedience to orders, at about 8 a. m. the Third Missouri Infantry, 
under Colonel [W. R.] Gause; the Fifth Missouri Infantry, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [R. S.] Bevier, and the Sixth Missouri Infantry, under 
Colonel [Eugene] Erwin, and Guibor’s battery, under Lieutenant [Will- 
iam] Corkery, moved in quick time to the battle-field near Port Gibson, 
about 6 miles distant, and took position on our extreme left, except 
Colonel, Erwin, who, with the Sixth Infantry, was ordered to the sup- 
port of Brig. Gen. M. E. Green. The Third and Fifth Infantry were 
moved, by the order and under the personal direction of General Bowen, 
to the extreme right of the enemy, and forming in order of battle—the 
Fifth in front and the Third in its immediate rear—charged upon the 
enemy in large force (outnumbering these two regiments at least five to 
one), supported by a battery of six to eight guns. The enemy immedi- 
ately began to change their lines so as to meet our troops, and the 
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Third moving to the left to unmask the Fifth, these regiments dashed 
upon and engaged the enemy at very close range for some forty min- 
utes and drove back in confusion the line first engaging us. As often 
as one line was driven back, another of fresh troops was thrown in our 
front. When it became manifest that a continuance of the engagement 
could result in no advantage to us, these two regiments fell back and 
took their original position on the extreme left, having inflicted on the 
enemy a heavy blow which deterred him from attempting to pursue. 

Captain [John ©.] Landis, with a section of 24-pounder howitzers, and 
Guibor’s battery engaged the enemy, and gallantly maintained their 
position until all their ammunition was expended. 

Colonel Erwin, with his regiment, was hotly engaged and acted most 
praiseworthily, and I respectfully refer to his report, accompanying this, 
for the part taken by his regiment. 

Retiring from the field about sundown, and arriving at the bridge across 
Bayou Pierre, Colonel Riley rejoined the brigade, and the First, Third, 
and Fifth Infantry, Guibor’s battery, and a section of Captain [J. W.| 
Johnston’s battery took position to prevent a crossing by the enemy, 
and during the night destroyed the bridge. 

On the morning of the 2d instant, the enemy advanced and deployed 
a regiment of skirmishers on the opposite side of the bayou, and imme- 
diately began and kept up a brisk fire during the entire day, and in the 
afternoon opened on us with two batteries, and kept up a heavy fire for 
one hour, all without damage to us. Our skirmishers replied with good 
effect. At 12 m. Colonel Erwin rejoined the brigade. 

Our loss in the battle of Port Gibson in the Third, Fifth, and Sixth 
Infantry, and Landis’ and Guibor’s batteries was: Killed, 13, wounded, 
97, and missing, 96. For lists of killed, wounded, and ‘missing in the 
different regiments and batteries, attention is respectfully called to the 
accompanying reports. 

Among the dead we mourn the irreparable loss of Col. William Wade, 
of artillery, in the battle of Grand Gulf, and Capt. R. G. Stokely, Com- 
pany A, Fifth Missouri Infantry, at Port Gibson, both efficient, reliable, 
and chivalrous officers, who fell at the post of honor and danger, in the 
full discharge of their whole duty, regardless of personal safety, gal- 
lantly cheering their men. For the dead we shed tears-—the true test 
of friendship; in our hearts we cherish their memories, and by our 
acts we will avenge their deaths. 

In the evacuation of Grand Gulf this brigade, with a section of 12- 
pounder guns, under Lieutenant [John M.] Langan, marched in the rear, 
and on arriving at the cross-roads the First, Second, and Third Infantry 
and the section of artillery relieved Brigadier-General Tilghman’s bri- 
gade, then engaging-the enemy, on the road from Grindstone Ford to 
Hankinson’s Ferry, and became engaged immediately, and successfully 


. checked as long as desired every attempt of the enemy to advance, and 


then withdrew across Big Black River. Colonel Erwin and Lieutenant 
Walsh, with three Parrott guns, guarded the ferry during the night of 
the 3d instant and a part of the 4th instant, and then marched in rear 
of our forces to Bovina. Ait): 
Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the private soldiers of this 
brigade for their coolness, discretion, patient endurance, and chival- 
rous bearing during all these memorable events—under the fire of the 
enemy’s iron-clads at close range, in the rapid march to the field of strife 
and duty; the Third and Fifth Regiments in fearlessly charging a di- 
vision of the Federal Army, and engaging such fearful odds so long; 
the Sixth Regiment in charging and driving back an immensely superior 
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force, and holding them at bay until almost surrounded, and then safely - 
withdrawing, and all in the rapid and long marches to Bovina. 

All the officers did their whole duty so far as I could ascertain, and 
all the field officers were particularly distinguished for their coolness, 
discretion, efficiency, and fearless bearing amid dangers. 

To my acting adjutant (J. M. Flanagan), and to Rey. J. 8. Howard, 
chaplain Second Missouri Infantry, and Capts. U. M. Young and Robert 
L. Maupin, who accompanied me during these engagements and marches, 
I am under special obligations for the fearless manner in which they so 
fully discharged every required duty... 

I have the honor, captain, to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

F. M. COCKRELL, 
Colonel, Comdg. First Brig. Mo. Vols., Bowen’s Division. 
Capt. R. R. HuTcHINsoN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No 30. 
Report of Col. Hugene Prwin, Sixth Missouri Infantry (Confederate). 


CAMP NEAR Bovina, MIss., May 8, 1863. 


Sir: [have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by my regiment (the Sixth Missouri Infantry) in the battle near Port 
Gibson on May 1: 

About 10 o’clock on the morning of that day, my regiment, at the time 
being in the ditches at Grand Gulf, was relieved by the Second Missouri 
Infantry, and I received an order from Colonel [F. M.] Cockrell to move 
as rapidly as possible with my regiment to the scene of action, 8 miles 
distant. This march was accomplished in two and a half hours. Iim- 
mediately reported to General Bowen, and was ordered by him to report 
to General Green, who ordered me to take position immediately upon the 
left of General Tracy’s brigade, which formed the right wing of our 
army. In order to reach this position it was necessary to advance 
across an open corn-field, under a heavy fire from the enemy’s skir- 
mishers. This movement was executed at double-quick time, in good 
order, and with but little loss. The position thus gained was about 
100 yards in advance of the enemy’s line, and. immediately under the 
brow of a ridge running parallel with the line of battle. My skir- 
mishers quickly engaged those of the enemy, and we remained in this 
position about an hour, when it became evident that an attempt was 
being made to turn the right flank of Tracy’s brigade, their skirmishers 
being rapidly driven in, and it was apparent that unless some assist- 
ance was afforded them they would be driven from their position. I 
therefore felt that as prompt action was necessary, I would be justified 
in making an advance without orders, and immediately ordered a charge 
at double-quick time, and rapidly drove the enemy before me, recap- 
turing a section of artillery that had been taken by the enemy before 
my arrival. I succeeded in driving them for a quarter of a mile, when, 
finding that there had been no advance by Tracy’s brigade on my 
right, I ordered my men to halt and take a very strong position under 
the brow of a narrow ridge, which separated me from a line of the en- 
emy’s reserves. I here fought them for one hour and a half, occasion- 
ally sending messengers to Tracy’s brigade, requesting them to come 
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up to my support. But it seems that about the time I ordered my reg- 
iment to make the charge, they received orders to withdraw, which they 
did rapidly and without my being apprised of it. Consequently, my 
messengers never reached them. I held this position until my ammu- 
nition was nearly exhausted, my line and the enemy’s being within 
20 yards of each other, when, finding that the enemy had flanked 
me on the right with a brigade of fresh troops, I reluctantly deter- 
mined to withdraw from a position which had been so gallantly won 
and perseveringly maintained. The proximity of the enemy on my 
front rendered this a most hazardous undertaking. I therefore went 
to each captain, and notified him that I intended to give the command 
‘fix bayonets,”.so that the enemy could hear it, and make a demonstra- 
tion as if I were going to charge the. line in front of me; but, instead 
of carrying out the charge, they must face their companies to the left, 
and withdraw quietly by the left flank, each company firing a volley as 
it passed a certain point, to hold them in check and prevent them from 
discovering the true object of the maneuver until our escape should be 
effected. This movement was executed with such precision and in such 
good order as to induce the enemy to believe that we were moving to 
their right, with a view of charging them and turning their right flank, 
and caused them to change their front to receive us, during the execu- 
tion of which I caused the head of my column to debouch to the left 
and take advantage of a thickly timbered hollow which ran in the di- 
rection it was necessary we should go. As soon as they discovered 
that we were withdrawing, they advanced their lines on my right, and 
I again formed my men in line of battle, as if intending to give them 
fight. This had the effect to check them, but they having discovered 
the smallness of my force, determined to completely surround me, and 
were making disposition of their forces in order to effect it, when I or- 
dered my men to face by the rear ran’ and retire at double. quick, which 
they did in good order, under fire from the enemy’s whole line, for a 
distance of 300 yards, across an open corn-field. I again halted my 
men, formed them, and marched off in the direction of the bridge over 
Bayou Pierre, on the road from Port Gibson to Grand Gulf, which point 
I reached a little after dark. 

My regiment was the last to leave the field, and had Tracy’s brigade 
joined me in the charge, instead of withdrawing at that time, we would 
have completely routed their left wing. 

The section of artillery captured in the early part of the charge had 
to be abandoned, as the horses had all been killed but two. 

I went into the fight with 400 men, and my loss in killed, wounded, 
and missing was 82, as will be seen by accompanying report, marked 
A.* Thus it will be seen with one regiment I charged the whole left 
wing of the Federal army, drove them for a distance of a quarter of a 
mile, fought them and held my position for one hour and a half without 
support, and withdrew in good order under fire from their whole line, 
with a loss of only 82 men. 

My officers and men, without exception, did their duty nobly, and 
where all are heroes it would be unjust to make distinction. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EUGENE ERWIN, 
Colonel, Commanding Siath Missouri. 
Capt. J. M. FLANAGAN, i 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Brigade. 
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* Not found. 
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No. 31. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Martin EB. Green, C. S. Army, commanding Seec- 
ond Brigade, Bowen’s Division. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, 
Big Black, May 11, 1868. 


Str: I have the honor to transmit the following report of the part 
taken by the troops under my command in the battle at Union Church, 
near Port Gibson, on May 1: 

In the evening of April 29, I received an order from Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Bowen, commanding, to send a force of 500 men beyond Port Gib- 
son, to take position and picket the different roads leading south. I 
accordingly sent, under command of Colonel [J. E.] Cravens, that part 
of his regiment (Twenty-first Arkansas) not on picket, the Fifteenth 
Arkansas, and Twelfth Battalion Arkansas Infantry (sharpshooters), 
making in the aggregate a little over 400. 

About 1a. m. on the 30th ultimo, I received an order from the briga- 
dier-general commanding to proceed at once to Port Gibson and take 
command of the forces; also stating that the Sixth Mississippi Infantry 
and Hudson Battery of light artillery would report to me at that place. 
I accordingly set out for Port Gibson at once, accompanied by my staff, 
the balance of my brigade being on picket. Upon reaching Port Gib- 
son, about 3 a. m., I found the command was posted on the Natchez 
road, about 14 miles from town. I sent for it and had it marched out 
on the Rodney road, and took position at the junction of the Rodney 
and Bruinsburg roads, where I was joined by the Sixth Mississippi and 
Hudson Battery. After picketing forward on the different roads, I went 
forward to reconnoiter the country and choose location for the battle. 
I went forward several miles examining the different locations, and was 
best pleased with the one near Union Church, where the battle was 
finally fought; but finding the enemy was advancing on both roads, I 
concluded not to change my position at the junction of the roads until 
I could get re-enforcements. In the évening General Bowen came up 
and informed me that Brigadier-General Tracy, with his brigade, would 
soon be up. A forward movement was at once decided upon. General 
Bowen went forward with me and decided to take the position previ- 
ously selected by myself. General Bowen ordered that I should place 
two or three companies on the Bruinsburg road and the main force on 
the Rodney road; but after General Bowen left me, a scout that I had 
sent out returned and informed me that the enemy were advancing in 
- force on both roads. This information caused me to change the dispo- 
sition of the troops, and instead of two or three companies I sent Gen- 
eral Tracy’s entire brigade on the Bruinsburg road, I taking position 
on the Rodney road near Union Church, throwing pickets to the front 
about a mile, and forming my line on the crest of a hill running diago- 
nally across the road, throwing out skirmishers, and ordering the men 
to sleep on their arms and be ready for action at a moment’s warning. 

About 12.30 o’clock the pickets were driven in by the enemy. Soon 
the skirmishers of the enemy and mine became engaged, and in a few 
moments a six-gun battery of the enemy opened upon us, to which the 
Hudson Battery replied, the enemy still continuing to advance slowly. 
At times the musketry was very warm, extending the whole length of 
our line. The Hudson Battery, though in a very warm place, succeeded 
in driving the enemy’s battery from its position. This, however, was 
soon replaced by another, which opened upon us with great fury. Our 
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battery replied with signal success, though the enemy’s shells and balls 

fell thick around them, wounding many; yet they stood by their guns 
and kept up a regular fire. After three hours’ hard fighting, the enemy 

oma firing and withdrew a short distance, we still holding our posi- 
ion. 

At daylight the enemy could be seen reconnoitering in force in every 
direction, but out of gun-shot range. Between 6 and 7 o’clock the en- 
emy’s skirmishers again moved forward and engaged mine. This soon 
brought on a general engagement by both artillery and infantry. The 
enemy were pressing heavily upon me, and the ammunition of the Hud- 
son Battery having been expended, I sent to General Tracy for re-en- 


forcements. He sent me the Twenty-third Alabama Infantry and asec- 


tion of Anderson’s battery (12-pounders). This was about 8.30 o’clock 
in the morning. The re-enforcements came up under a heavy fire, and 
took position and fought bravely. We held this position against a force 
of at least eight to our one, and double our number of pieces of artillery. 
The Hudson Battery having procured some ammunition, Lieutenant 
[John R.] Sweaney with two pieces returned to the field and took his old 
position. We were compelled to quit this position about 11 o’clock, the 
enemy having flanked us with a heavy force on the left. We fell back 
in order, with but little loss, except the section of Anderson’s battery. 
These men had stood manfully to their guns until at least half their 
number were either killed or wounded, and were compelled to leave 
their guns for want of teams to bring them off, all their horses except 
two being killed. As I fell back, I met General Baldwin’s brigade form- 
ing on a hill some 14 miles back. I marched to the rear of General Bald- 
win’s brigade, and there received orders to take my command and Colo: 
nel [Eugene] Erwin’s regiment (Sixth Missouri Infantry) to the right 
wing and re-enforce General Tracy’s brigade, which I did as speedily 
as the wearied condition of my men would admit. On arriving, I found 
Colonel [I. W.] Garrott, in command of Tracy’s brigade, fighting against 
greatly superior numbers, and entirely cut off from the balance of the 
command, and liable to be outflanked at any moment. I threw Colonel 
Erwin’s regiment on the left of Tracy’s brigade, relieving one of Colonel 
Garrott’s regiments, which was thrown to the support of his right, and 
formed my brigade on the left of Colonel Erwin. I then ordered them 
to press the enemy, knowing that unless we could drive him back we 
must fall back to prevent being cut off, as we were at least 14 miles in 
advance of the other portion of the army. Colonel Erwin succeeded in 
driving the enemy in front of him, yet the other portion of the line, 
although the troops fought hard, could not advance the lines. ; 
I received an order from General Bowen to hold my position until 
near sunset, and by that time, if I could not advance, to retire. Accord- 
ingly, after we had fought for some hours in this position, and secing 
my right was about being outflanked, and were falling back, I ordered 
them to face by the left flank and retire from the field, there being a 
ravine through which we could escape the fire of the enemy. This order, 
by mistake, was communicated to the right before the left, when it should 
have'been delivered to the left first. I at the same time ordered a sec- 
tion of [J. W.] Anderson’s battery to open warmly upon the enemy, 
order to divert his attention from our movements. This order was obeyed 
to the letter, and, had it not been for the miscarrying of the order to the 
infantry, all would have gotten off the field before the enemy could have 
discovered the move. Colonel Erwin was, however, warmly engaged at 
the time, and driving the enemy before him, and, not receiving the 
order in time, came near being surrounded by the enemy, Colonel Hr- 
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win, in his advance, recaptured two pieces of artillery that had been 
captured by the enemy, but the horses having been nearly all killed, 
and he having to fall back at double-quick, was compelled to leave them 
on the field. 

This regiment fought bravely, and Colonel Erwin showed great cool- 
ness of judgment and quick perception in getting out of this difficulty. 
This was the last regiment to leave the field. 

My force when attacked by the enemy did not exceed 800, and, after 
being re-enforced by the Twenty-third Alabama, did not exceed 1,100, 
and with this force I maintained my position against a force of the 
enemy (as subsequent [events| have proven) of at least 7,000 from 12.30 
o’clock until about 10.30. My men becoming exhausted, and being out- 
flanked at both flanks, were compelled to fall back. In this engage- 
ment my command was made up of troops from Arkansas, Mississippi, 
and Alabama, and each seemed to vie with the other as to who should 
earry off the palm. Without any distinction, I have simply to say, all 
fought well, and did their duty. All stood at their posts until ordered 
to leave. 

Having received no reports from the Sixth Mississippi, Twenty-third 
Alabama, or either of the batteries, I am unable to state their losses, 
but from the length of time they were under a heavy fire they must be 
very great. The most of these troops were new to me, yet they fought 
most gallantly and did honor to the States they represent, and will do 
to rely upon in any emergency. 

The Alabama regiment and Sixth Mississippi made a gallant charge 
in front of the enemy’s battery under a heavy fire, General Bowen lead- 
ing the Alabama regiment. 

Colonel [Robert] Lowry, of the Sixth Mississippi, deserves the highest 
commendation for his coolness and promptness in executing every: order. 

The Hudson and Anderson batteries did all that the most sanguine 
could expect. 

The Arkansas troops were exposed to the heaviest charges made by 
the enemy, yet they stood like heroes at their posts, repulsing at least a 
dozen heavy charges, each charge having been made (as I learn) by fresh 
troops. 

Our loss, without including that of the batteries, Sixth Mississippi, or 
Twenty-third Alabama, is 222, as follows: 
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Doubtless many or nearly all of those reported missing are killed, yet 
we have no means of ascertaining what has been their fate. 

Althongh all the troops under my command stood to their posts and — 
fought with a desperation unequaled, and particular mention of any 
might be thought an invidious discrimination, yet I feel it my duty to 
mention Capt. Griff. Bayne, commander of the Twelfth Battalion Sharp- 
shooters, as having acted pre-eminently gallant, and after skirmishing 
with the enemy and holding him in check from 12.30 o’clock until about 
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8p. m., fell, severely, if not mortally, wounded. . recommend him to the 
favorable consideration of the Department. i 
I cannot refrain from mentioning the conduct of the Sixth Missouri 
Infantry. It has been my fortune to be with this regiment in every en- 
gagement in which it has participated since we crossed the Mississippi 
River, and on each occasion have I been struck by their gallant con- 
duct, and in this engagement, though I expected much of them, they 
more than came up to my expectations. Colonel Erwin was notified to 
march at 10 a. m., and was on the field (8 miles distant) by1p.m. They 
went into the fight with about 400 men; were so nearly surrounded as 
to have to cut their way out, and lost only 82 men. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. E. GREEN, 
Brigadier-General, Second Brigade, Second Division. 


Capt. R. R. Hurcurnson, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Bowen’s Division, Army of the Mississippi. 


No. 32. 


Report of Brig. Gen. William H. Baldwin, C. 8. Army, commanding 
First Brigade, Smitl’s Division. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, SmiTH’s DIVISION, 
Dr. Naylor’s, Nine Miles Southeast of Vicksburg, May 9, 1863. 


Masor: I have the honor respectfully to report the movements of my 
command during the five days succeeding the night of the 29th ultimo, 
and also the part taken by this brigade in the action near Port Gibson 
on the Ist instant. 

In compliance with orders from division headquarters, my command, 
consisting of the Seventeenth Louisiana, Colonel [Robert] Richardson ; 
Thirty-first Louisiana, Lieutenant-Colonel [S. H.] Griffin; Fourth Mis- 
sissippi Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel [T. N.] Adaire; Forty-sixth Mis- 
sissippi Infantry, Colonel [C. W.].Sears, marched through Vicksburg, 
en route for Hankinson’s Ferry, on the Big Black, on Wednesday, the 
29th ultimo, at 9 p.m. We crossed the Big Black next day between 
the hours of 12 m. and 2 p. m., and there awaited orders. These were 
received soon after sunset from Brigadier-General Bowen, commanding 
at Grand Gulf, who directed me to proceed immediately to Port Gibson, 
and there take position on the Rodney road. I marched until midnight, 
and then halted the command until morning at the suspension bridge 
over the north fork of Bayou Pierre. 

Starting soon after daylight the next morning (Friday, the 1st instant), 
we had marched but 4 or 5 miles when the sound of firing was heard in 
advance. The pace was accelerated, and soon couriers arrived in quick 
succession, announcing that our troops beyond Port Gibson were en- 
gaged with the enemy, and urging our speedy arrival. The brigade 
passed through the town at a rapid pace, and thence marched in double- 
quick about 2 miles southwest, on the Rodney road, when we found our 
troops falling back from all points, pressed by greatly superior numbers. 
The regiments were at once assigned positions to check the advance of 
the enemy. The Seventeenth Louisiana was directed to occupy a wood 
on the left of the main road, which was much broken by ravines, and 
formed a salient angle with our general line. The Thirty-first Loui- 
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siana was, by direction of General Bowen, posted on the extreme right 
of my position, on a ridge separated from the remainder of the command 
by a deep wooded hollow. This regiment was not actively engaged 
during the day, but was within reach of the enemy’s artillery. It 
maintained its position until the command was drawn off. The Fourth 
Mississippi was placed on the left of the center, its right forming part 
of the defense of the triangular wood, separated from the Seventeenth 
Louisiana by a deep ravine, the left extending along a skirt of woods 
which bounded on the sitle next to us an open field, forming a re-enter- 
ing angle, the whole front of the regiment covered by skirmishers. The 
Forty-sixth Mississippi was posted on a hill 600 or 800 yards in rear of 
the front, on the left of the main road, as a reserve, and to support a 
battery placed there. The Seventeenth Louisiana and Fourth Missis- 
sippi were soon actively engaged with the enemy’s skirmishers; the for- 
mer the most warmly, as it occupied the key to our position. Two pieces 
of artillery placed upon the ridge where the Forty-sixth Mississippi was 
stationed, although nearly out of ammunition, opened upon the enemy’s 
advance in front of the Fourth Mississippi, and checked their progress. 
The number of pieces at this point was afterward increased to six, but 
their fire, though accurate and effective, was necessarily slow and at 
long intervals, from scarcity of ammunition. The fire was kept up with 
but little intermission along our front until between 3 and 4 p. m., when, 
no progress having been made by the enemy, General Bowen directed 
me to make an effort to advance and try their strength. 

I therefore placed the Forty-sixth Mississippi in an open field on a 
hillside, to the right of the road and of the Seventeenth Louisiana, 
covered by a company of skirmishers. The ground was too much in- 
tersected by hollows, woods, and deep ravines to admit of simultaneous 
action; but I started the Fourth Mississippi across the open field in 
front of its left, covered by three companies of skirmishers, with instruc- 
tions to dash across the space to the woods beyond, and seize and hold 
the position. The Seventeenth Louisiana was directed to debouch from 
the wood in the same manner, but their position was so much cut up by 
ravines and other irregularities of ground that no line of battle could 
be formed, and companies were compelled to act independently. The 
Forty-sixth Mississippi was directed to rush across the field and up the 
slight acclivity on which they were placed, and possess themselves of 
the woods in front. Before the dispositions could be entirely completed, 
the enemy opened a sweeping fire of grape and shrapnel, completely 
enfilading the road and covering all approach from my center and right, 
The Fourth Mississippi had commenced the movement as directed, and 
started across the field under a heavy fire of musketry, but before the 
other regiments could be placed in motion it was compelled to retake its 
position, having found, as reported, two brigades of infantry opposed 
to its left. It was then evident to methat an attempt to move forward 
would result in the destruction of the entire command without accom- 
plishing the object. 1 therefore reported the condition of affairs to 
General Bowen, who directed me to relinquish the attempt. The Forty- 
sixth Mississippi was then returned to its former position, but after- 
ward, from representation from Colonel Richardson that bis right was 
menaced, four companies of this regiment were sent forward to the right 
of the road and of his position, where they remained until the command 
was about to be drawn off. The enemy opened at this time a concen- 
trated fire upon our battery posted on the hill. heir skirmishers ad- 
vanced against the Fourth Mississippi. Our batteries checked their 
advance, but in so doing killed and wounded several of our own men, 
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which compelled the Fourth Mississippi to take a position a little in 
rear of their former one, to avoid the fire of our guns. Everything then 
remained in the center as first placed in the morning, when I was di- 
rected by General Bowen first to fall back to a commanding ridge about 
half a mile to our. rear, and before this movement was completed to re- 
tire across the Bayou Pierre, designating the lower bridge across the 
main stream, about 3 miles below the town, as the place of crossing, 
and a road which led directly from the right of the new position I was 
taking as the route. ’ 

In falling back, the Thirty-first Louisiana, on my right, was nearly 
intercepted. The troops of our right as well as left wing having been 
drawn off, the enemy occupied the road I was designated to take, and 
were at least 1 mile nearer the bridge than my command. The regi- 
ments were drawn off in good order in successive échelons, alternately 
facing the advancing enemy, the artillery, being out of ammunition (one 
section having only three rounds left), retiring first. 

At 9 p.m. I passed through the town of Port Gibson; crossed the 
south fork of Bayou Pierre, and followed the route I had come in the 
morning. I was induced to this departure from the route suggested 
by a conviction that the other course would involve the capture of my 
command. The enemy pressed closely upon our rear until near the 
town, when they allowed us to continue our march undisturbed. At 
midnight I crossed the north fork, rested two hours, and believing it 
to be the policy of the enemy to pursue us rapidly, burned the bridge; 
then continued the route, turning to the left after marching 3 miles, and 
taking the shortest road to the position occupied by General Bowen, on 
the right bank of Bayou Pierre, opposite the railroad and suspension 
bridges, which had been destroyed. 

I arrived at this point and formed a junction at 9a. m., Saturday, 
having marched 21 miles since we left the battle-field. At this point 
we remained all that day in position and until 2 o’clock the following 
morning, when a retreat was ordered to the Big Black. 

The command reached Vicksburg at 5 o’clock Monday evening, 
having in less than five days marched over 100 miles, besides being 
engaged with the enemy more than ten successive hours. The men 
marched in better order and with less straggling than I ever before 
observed in any troops; and while their indomitable steadiness and 
courage on the battle-field is worthy of all commendation, their patient 
and cheerful endurance of fatigue and an unusual march bespeaks the 
highest quality of soldiers. 

It would be a most agreeable duty to mention individual instances of 
courage and gallantry were it not that when all did so well it is diffi- 
cult to distinguish without doing injustice to many. To the reports of 
regimental commanders I respectfully refer for the names of their offi- 
cers whose conduct was most particularly noticed. I cordially indorse 
their favorable mention. ; 

As regiments, the Seventeenth Louisiana, Colonel Richardson, and 
the Fourth Mississippi, Lieutenant-Colonel Adaire, were so posted as 
to bear the severest part of the conflict, especially the Seventeenth 
Louisiana, which was constantly and fiercely engaged nearly the whole 
of the time we were in position. The regiments both deserve the high- 
est praise. The other regiments (Thirty. first Louisiana and Forty-sixth 
Mississippi) also performed their parts well, and to my entire satisfac- 
tion, but, not being’ in a position to engage the enemy directly, were 
not tried in the same ordeal. ; : 

Colonel Richardson, Seventeenth Louisiana, deserves especial notice 
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for his gallautry, coolness, and excellent judgment in the management 
of his command in the most critical position during the entire day. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Adaire, commanding Fourth Mississippi, is also 
entitled to high commendation. 

The members of my staff also merit my thanks for their promptness 
and gallantry; but I must especially mention Capt. S. D. Harris, assist- 
ant inspector-general; Lieut. P. Hamilton, aide-de-camp, and Capt. A. 
B. Watts, volunteer aide, who were frequently exposed to the hottest 
fire, and discharged their duties with the coolness which belongs to vet- 
erans of a hundred battles. The latter (Captain Watts) had 3 horses 
shot under him, and was himself severely wounded in the arm. He 
merits more than my own praise. 

The losses in the brigade were as follows: Killed, 12; wounded, 48; 
missing, 27. Total loss, 87 men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. E. BALDWIN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Maj. R. R. HUTCHINSON, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, General Bowen’s division. 


No. 33. 


Report of Ool. Isham W. Garrott, Twentieth Alabama Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade, Stevenson's Division. 


CAMP NEAR WARRENTON, May —, 1863. 


Sir: By order of Brigadier-General Barton, commanding Stevenson’s 
division, nine companies each of the Twentieth, Twenty-third, Thir- 
tieth, and Thirty-first Regiments Alabama Volunteers left camp, near 
Warrenton, about 7 p. m. on the evening of April 29; crossed the Big 
Black at Hankinson’s Ferry that night, and continued the march next 
day in the direction of Grand Gulf. When we arrived within 4 miles 
of the latter place, we were directed to move toward Port Gibson; 
crossed Bayou Pierre on the suspension bridge between Port Gibson 
and Grand Gulf, and halted a little beyond, where the men, who had 
been without food all day, obtained raw rations and immediately pro- 
ceeded to cook them. Before the cooking was done, however, the order 
to march was given, and the troops proceeded down the bayou to a 
point 5 or 6 miles in front of Port Gibson, where we were formed in 
line of battle on the night of the 30th, the brigade having marched 40 
miles in twenty-seven hours. ; 

The troops slept on their arms until aroused by the fire of artillery on 
our left about 2 o’clock next morning, when they promptly fell into line. 
An officer sent by General Green stated to General Tracy that General 
Green had sent him to ask at least one regiment and one section of 
Captain [J. W.| Johnston’s battery to re-enforce him on the left, strenu- 
ously urging that if the left was not sustained the right would be cut 
off from all chance of retreat, and stating to General Tracy that it was 
General Green’s opinion that he could not sustain his position on the 
left fifteen minutes unless re-enforced. General ‘Tracy reluctantly or- 
dered the nine companies of the Twenty-third Alabama (then on the 
field) and two of the four guns of Captain Johnston’s battery to his re- 
lief. This was about sunrise, and before the infantry had become en- 
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gaged. The balance of the brigade then on the ground—consisting of 
nine companies each of the Twentieth, Thirtieth, and Thirty-first Ala- 
bama Regiments—were then placed in the position for battle pointed 
out by General Green, who, as understood, was sent by General Bowen 
to discharge this duty. The battery was placed on the ridge about the 
center of our line and near some negro houses. The Thirtieth Alabama 
was posted on either side of the battery. The left wing of the Twentieth 
Regiment formed line on their right, stretching out obliquely to the front 
to a skirt of woods on the east side of the ravine, which is west of the 
negro houses. Two of the four remaining companies of the Twentieth 
Regiment were posted at very long intervals, and the other two were 
deployed as skirmishers to protect our right flank, the distance between 
the right flank of our little force and Bayou Pierre, which was intended 
to be protected by these four companies, being not less than 800 yards. 
The nine companies of the Thirty-first Alabama Regiment were placed 
in line on Colonel [Charles M.] Shelley’s left, in a gorge or ravine grown 
up with reeds, bushes, and some few small trees. The distance between 
the left flank of this last regiment and the nearest troops on its left was 
at least 1 mile. 

The battle was commenced on the right a little before 7 o’clock in the 
morning, the enemy first attacking the center of our brigade with artil- 
lery and small-arms. The attack was coolly and promptly met by the 
section of Captain Johnston’s battery above mentioned and the Thirtieth 
Alabama Regiment. The contest here soon became warm and bloody. 
The battery was in range of the enemy’s sharpshooters, and in a 
short time a number of the officers, men, and horses had been killed or 
wounded. 

A little before 8 o’clock our brave and gallant commander, General 
Tracy, fell near the front line, pierced through the breast, and instantly 
died without uttering a word. The command of the brigade then de- 
volved upon the undersigned, and the fight was continued by our troops 
with unabated ardor. I knew nothing of the plan of battle except what 
I had easually learned that morning from General Tracy, the substance 
of which is hereinbefore stated. The enemy was in our front, and I knew 
of no order to retire. A messenger was immediately sent to the com- 
manding general for instructions, who, on account of the distance to be 
traveled, did not return until about 11 o’clock, when he brought the order 
that our position was to be held at all hazards. 

In the mean time the fire of the enemy had become much heavier, and 
the Thirty-first Alabama and the Jeft wing of the Twentieth had become 
engaged. Skirmishing had also been for some time kept up with the 
detached companies on the right. Two other pieces of Captain John- 
ston’s battery had arrived on the field, and had been ordered to relieve 
the two which had been placed in position in the morning. Two of the - 
four pieces had by this time been disabled. Lieutenant [Philip] Peters 
and several men had been killed and others had been wounded, and a 
considerable number of the horses were disabled. Captain Johnston had 
exhibited distinguished gallantry, and his command had bravely stood 
by their guns; but by 10 o’clock the enemy’s fire of artillery and sharp- 
shooters had become so deadly that it seemed impossible for them to 
remain longer on the field without being sacrificed, and I ordered them 
to retire, which they did with the only two pieces capable of being car- 
ried from the field. The enemy had massed heavy forces in front of our 
center and of the left wing of the Twentieth Regiment, and they had 
for some time been receiving a deadly fire. The enemy had even at- 
tempted more than once to charge this position in heavy force, but as 
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soon as they emerged from their cover they were repulsed by a deliber- 
ate and well-aimed fire. 

The Forty-sixth Alabama Regiment, belonging to this brigade, after 
a most exhausting march during the afternoon of the preceding day 
and night, had arrived on the field by 8 o’clock with about 160 effective 
men, and formed on the left of the Thirty-first Alabama Regiment. 

About 11 o’clock heavy columns of the enemy could be distinctly 
seen, and it appeared evident that if they could be brought up to make a 
charge that our slender force would be overwhelmed by vastly superior 
numbers. The ammunition of the Thirtieth Regiment was now becom- 
ing exhausted, and that of the left wing of the Twentieth was grow- 
ing short. Adjutant [John S.] Smith, of the Twentieth Regiment, was 
then dispatched to Brigadier-General Bowen to advise him of our sit- 
uation, and to ask for instructions and re-enforcements, and that ammu- 
nition might be sent us. The general being on a distant part of the 
field, the adjutant did not return until about 2 o’clock, when he brought 
the order that our position must be held at all hazards and that re- 
enforcements would be sent. The enemy had attempted to make, up to 
this time, several charges on our center, defended by the Thirtieth and 
left wing of the Twentieth Alabama Regiments, and had been each time 
heroically repulsed. The Thirtieth Regiment, commanded by the cool, 
brave, and gallant Colonel Shelley, and the five left companies of the 
Twentieth Regiment, under the immediate command of the fearless and 
chivalrous Lieutenant-Colonel [K. W.] Pettus, had obstinately resisted 
every effort of the enemy to dislodge them. 

Finding that the enemy were advancing in the direction of the skirt of 
woods to our right and front, Captain [J. McKee] Gould and Lieutenant 
[J. W.] Parish, of the Twentieth Alabama Regiment, with their com- 
panies, had been sent forward to prevent their obtaining possession of 
this wood, and well and bravely did Captain Gould and the said com-, 
panies discharge this duty. Learning after 12 o’clock that these two 
companies were severely pressed, Captain [R. H.] Pratt, of the Twen- 
tieth Alabama, with his company, was sent to their support, and they 
promptly and cheerfully advanced to the assistance of their comrades. 
The enemy’s fire on the center not being at all diminished, it became 
necessary to order one company from the right, which was not so 
heavily engaged, to sustain it, and Captain [B. D.] Massingale, with 
his company, was ordered on this duty, and advanced in good order 
under the enemy’s fire, and took the position previously occupied by 
Captain Pratt’s company. The four companies on the right, under the 
immediate command of Captain [J.N.] Dedman, after the death of Gen- 
eral Tracy, had resisted all attempts of the enemy to flank us on the 
right, and after the withdrawal of Captain Massingale’s company still 
maintained their ground, but a little after 3 o’clock large bodies of the 
enemy could be distinctly seen advancing on our slender forces on the 
right, our center being still heavily pressed. 

In the mean time the Sixth. Missouri Regiment had formed near the 
left of our brigade, and the Forty-sixth Alabama not yet being engaged, 
no alternative was left but to be overwhelmed by the masses of the en- 
emy or re-enforce the center and right with that regiment. Five com- 
panies were therefore ordered to re-enforce the extreme right, and the 
other five the center. Colonel [M. L.] Woods being placed in command 
on the right, this regiment, thus divided, promptly and eagerly advanced 
to their positions under a galling fire from the enemy. The enemy hav- 
ing now reached the woods near the line on the right, Colonel Woods, 
with half his regiment, was posted at the road a little beyond the gap 
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near the bayou, where embankments furnished good defense against 
small-arms, and the l.ree companies of the Twentieth Regiment on the 
right were directed t» form there with him, which they promptly did, 
having retired in g.cd order from their respective former positions, 
about 200 yards in front of this place. The enemy advanced in great 
force against this latter position, but Colonel Woods and his command 
bravely met their attack, and held them at bay until ordered to retreat, 
as hereafter stated. The Thirty-first Alabama Regiment had well sus- 
tained their position on the left of Colonel Shelley, and resisted every 
effort of the enemy to advance in their front: 

About 12 o’clock, Colonel |D. R.] Hundley, having ventured too far 
in front of his line in search of a better position nearer to the enemy, 
was severely wounded, and the command devolved on Lieutenant-Colonel 
[T. M.] Arrington, a copy of whose report is herewith submitted.* 

In order that no means should be spared to resist the advance of the 
enemy, I sent Adjutant Smith to the rear, to bring up the two pieces of 
artillery belonging to Captain Johnston’s battery, which had been or- 
dered to retire, as before stated. Lieutenant Peters had bravely fallen. 
while at his post in the desperate fight in the moriuing, and Captain 
Johnston, who had with undaunted courage and true heroism skillfully 
managed his artillery, had been borne from the field completely ex- 
hausted. Adjutant Smith found Sergeant [Francis G.] Obenchain in 
command of the two remaining pieces, delivered to him the order, and 
caused them to be planted on a hill some 600 yards in our rear, and 
directed that they should be ready for any emergency. Sergeant Oben- 
chain, who had in the forenoon exhibited uniform coolness and unflinch- 
ing nerve, promptly brought forward what was left of his command and 
took position as directed. : 

Learning from Colonel Shelley and Lieutenant-Colonel Pettus that 
the enemy were about occupying a high hill to the right of our center, 
from which our men had been driven by an overwhelming force, they 
were ordered to retire with their commands and take a new and strong . 
position behind the crest of the ridge on which our line of battle had 
been formed early in the morning so soon as their position became un- 
tenable, on account of an enfilade fire of small-arms or artillery. Be- 
fore this last order was executed, I met Brigadier-General Green on the 
field, explained to him our position, and the orders under which the 
battle was then raging. He declined to make any change, and stated 
that he expected to receive an order from General Bowen in a short 
time, and would send it to me. He soon afterward (it being about 5 
o’clock) did send an order to retreat by the left flank, which was imme- 
diately executed as rapidly as possible. 

By this time great numbers of the enemy had advanced into the woods 
in our front and occupied the high hill before referred to, so that the 
open ridge over which the Thirtieth and Twentieth Regiments were 
compelled to pass in falling back was very much exposed to a concen- 
trated fire. While retreating across this ridge, the brave and chivalrous 
Major [A. 8.] Pickering, of the Twentieth Regiment Alabama Volun- 
teers, fell, it is believed mortally wounded, while nobly discharging his 
duty in sustaining his command. Sergeant Earle, color-bearer, here 
also fell while fearlessly carrying the colors from the field. _ ; 

Lieutenant-Colonel Pettus, in a most daring attempt to bring off Cap- 
tain Pratt and a portion of his company from their front position, which 
they yielded with great reluctance, was, with that brave captain and 
his equally brave men, cut off and captured by the enemy. 


* Not found. 
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Sergeant Obenchain and his intrepid comrades, by a cool and. skillful 
fire, greatly assisted in protecting the retreat. The Twentieth, Thir- 
tieth, Thirty-first, and Forty-sixth Regiments fell back into the road in 
the rear. Sergeant Obenchain soon brought his pieces into the column, 
the Thirty-first Alabama Regiment formed in the rear to cover the re- 
treat, and the retreat was then conducted in good order some 4 miles 
over Bayou Pierre and to the ridge on the north side, where the troops 
went into camp. 

The Sixth Missouri Regiment did not report for orders, but it would 
be unjust to them not to state that they courageously met the vast odds 
of the foe, and rendered most essential service in checking any advance 
he may otherwise have been disposed to make. 

Thus for about eleven hours had this most unequal contest continued. 
Column after column of the enemy had been seen to advance against 
our line. Several times charges were ordered and attempted, but as 
soon as the enemy emerged from their cover a deliberate and deadly fire 
invariably drove them back. F'rom what was seen on that day by offi- 
cers of the command who occupied good positions for the purpose, and 
from what Colonel Pettus (who after his capture was carried across the 
battle-field in the afternoon of the same day) saw and learned, there is 
no doubt that from 12,000 to 15,000 men were engaged during the day 
with the part of our brigade which took part in this action, while our 
own number did not exceed 1,400. 

Our loss was 18 killed, 112 wounded, and 142 missing, while the loss 
of the enemy in killed alone was much greater. Colonel Pettus, who 
passed over the most hotly contested part of the field, is of opinion that 
the enemy’s loss in killed was nearly equal to half of our own number 
engaged in the battle.. 

In any attempt which might be made to particularize individual merit 
injustice may be done. All—officers and men—did their whole duty. 
It seemed to be impossible for men to behave better; but certain posi- 
tions gave some better opportunities for distinction than others. This 
was particularly the case with the Thirtieth Alabama Regiment and 
the companies of the Twentieth Alabama immediately on their right, 
who, under the cool, courageous, and skillful leadership of their com- 
manders, fought through the day in a hot sun with the most obstinate. 
and unflinching bravery. 

To Sergeant-Major [W. K.] McConnell, of the Thirtieth Regiment, 
my thanks are due for the prompt and intelligent manner in which he 
aided me, in carrying reports and messages to, and bringing orders and 
answers from, the general commanding. Sergeant Powers, of Company 
I, Twentieth Regiment, rendered most essential service in carrying 
orders to various parts of the field and bringing back information, though 
exposed to a hot fire from the enemy. To Adjutant Smith Iam also in- 
debted for efficient service in carrying dispatches, and for the prompt 
manner in which he caused the artillery under Sergeant Obenchain to be 
placed in position, as before stated. For further information of instances 
of individual merit, I beg leave to refer to accompanying reports.* 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I. W. GARROTT, 
Col. Twentieth Regt. Ala. Vols., Comdg. Second Brig. on 1st instant. 


Capt. [R. R.] HurToHInson, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[P. S.].—There was no pursuit by the enemy. 


* Not found. 
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ADDENDA. 


Ordnance and Stores lost by Stevenson’s Division at Port Gibson, May 1. 
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MAY 2, 1863.—Skirmish on the South Fork of Bayou Pierre, Miss. 


Report of Col. George B. Boomer, Third Brigade, Seventh Division, Sev- 
enteenth Army Corps, including operations April 25-May 4.* 


Hpgrs. 3p BRIGADE, 7TH Division, 17TH ARMY CoRPs, 
Camp on Big Black River, Miss., May 4, 1863. 

GENERAL: In obedience to orders received this date from army head- 
quarters, I submit the following report: \ 

. Under orders from Major-General McPherson, I left camp at Milliken’s 
Bend with my command, consisting of four regiments and two batteries, 
at 6 a. m., April 25. 

I joined my division near Smith’s plantation the evening of the 26th; 
remained in camp the following day, in obedience to orders, and arrived 
at Hard Times Landing on the evening of the 30th. 

On the following day, crossed the Mississippi River with the division; 
landed at Bruinsburg; moved out on the road to Port Gibson, and at 
night took up position in line, covering the road leading to Grand Gulf 
by Mr. Smith’s plantation. : 

The following day moved at 3 a.m.in advance of the division; ar- 
rived at Port Gibson at 11 a. m., and halted till 5 p. m., waiting the con- 
struction of a bridge over the south fork of Bayou Pierre, and moved 
in advance of the army 9 miles, to the bridge over the north fork of the 
same stream. This structure we found fired by the enemy, and the posi- 
tion apparently just abandoned. The advance guard extinguished the 
fire, and I threw a picket across the stream and halted for the night, my 
command having been nineteen hours on the road. 

The following day, pursuant to your order, I moved forward at 7a. m. 
in rear of the division, and was only brought forward at 3 p. m., when 
I deployed the Fifth and Tenth Iowa Infantry, of my command, on the 
right of the skirmishers 6f the Tirst Brigade, with a view of flanking 
the enemy’s battery and line, then checking our advance. I had ad- 
vanced my line of skirmishers about 400 yards, when I received notice 
from you that the enemy had retired from his position. I then re- 
sumed my position in the line, and moved forward to this encamp- 
ment. 

I have moved 110 miles with my brigade in nine days, over very bad 
roads a portion of the distance, crossed the Mississippi River, and ad- 
vanced three days of the time in the presence of the enemy. I started 
with five teams to a regiment; have crossed this transportation over 
the Mississippi River, brought forward with it 140 rounds of ammunition 


* See also battle of Port Gibson, reports of Logan and J. D. Stevenson. 
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per man, and kept my command supplied with rations, and have now 
three days’ on hand. 

I have this day, by your instruction, ordered Col. H. Putnam, with 
five companies of the Ninety-third [linois Infantry, and Maj. C. F. 
Brown, with the Twenty-sixth Missouri Regiment, to reconnoiter the 

_viver 4 miles above and below this point, and herewith submit their 
reports.” 
lam, very respectfully, 
GEORGE B. BOOMER, 
Colonel Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry, Commanding Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. M. M. CROCKER, 
Commanding Seventh Division. 


MAY 4, 1863.—Engagement at Fort De Russy, Red River, Louisiana.t 
Reports of Capt. John Kelso, commanding Confederate gunboats. 


FLAG-SHIP GRAND DUKE, 
May 4, 1863. 
Masor: A ship of war mounting four guns on a side came up and 
opened fire on us this morning. We have some wounded, and I think 
on the Cotton some killed. The fire lasted about sixty minutes: We 
had to temporarily abandon the Cotton. We will return for her, as the 
enemy dropped down, as I thought, to secure a flank fire on us; but it 
is likely he (the enemy) is badly damaged. 
I have the honor to remain, major, respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant, 
J. KELSO, 
Captain, Commanding Gunboat Fleet. 
Maj. EX. SURGET, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


P. S8.—The enemy, three in number—the picket guard reported before 
we left—had all gone down the river at the highest rate of speed. A 
boat answering the description of the Calhoun laid behind the woods and 
assisted in the attack. She put two or three shells through us. We 
could not direct our attention to her, as it could not be exactly discov- 
ered where she was stationed. 

The enemy set us on fire repeatedly, but it was extinguished by the 
energy of the steamboat men. I will shortiy, major, make a full report. 


FLAG-SHIP GRAND DUKE, 
May 13, 1863. 
Masor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper- 
ations of this fleet since the Ist instant. Contiriuous fever, confining me 
to bed during a portion of the time and ineapacitating me for work of 
any sort, has delayed the submission of this report till now. 
In obedience to Special Orders, No. 106, and emanating from head- 


* Not found. 
tFor reports of Rear-Admiral D, G. Farragut and Lieut. Commander John E. Hart, 
U.S. Navy, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863. 
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quarters District of Western Louisiana, I proceeded to Fort De Russy on 
the night of the Ist instant. Limmediately made a full examination upon 
my arrival at the fort of the works and the position of the submerged 
guns. This examination was made after night and the report trans- 
mitted immediately. I found nothing to amend upon a renewed exam- 
ination in the morning. 

In twenty-four hours the submerged 32-pounder gun, and all the un- 
damaged public property, excepting some pieces of railroad iron, was 
recovered and placed on board the barge ready to be towed to Alexan- 
dria, La. Just as this work was completed, an advance of the enemy’s 
gunboats (three in number) was reported by the pickets under command 
of Lieutenant [H. A.] Frederic, of the signal corps. Capt. George 
Hite, of the steamer Countess, was immediately ordered by me to take 
the barge in tow. This he did, and steamed out of sight and danger up 
the river. In ten minutes after, the enemy made their appearance. The - 
leading ship proved to be a steam propeller with two masts, mounting 
four guns on a side, and a pivot gun of heavy metal of [on] bow and 
stern. From the best information procurable, and the report of the 
pieces, the broadside guns were 32-pounder rifled cannon. This vessel 
teok a position at about 500 yards from us. The remaining vessels of 
the enemy’s fleet took position in favorable and shelling distances be- 
hind the woods farther down the river. We fired on the leading vessel 

twice before she replied. 

' The engagement now became general, and for one hour the contest 
was hotly disputed. In twenty minutes after the action commenced the 
Cotton, under the command of Lieut. E. T. King, was disabled by the 
cutting of her steam-pipe. Lieutenant King, however, continued to 
fight his boat with unflinching coolness. In a very short time after, it 
was reported to me that all the steering apparatus of the flag-ship was 
shot away. In fact, all the mechanical contrivances by which commu- 
nication is conveyed from one part of the boat to another, bell-ropes, 
speaking tubes, &c., were shot to pieces. Captain White reported to 
me at the same time that he thought his boat unmanageable. The 
fight continued, however, with unabated energy until the leading gun- 
boat of the enemy withdrew, apparently uninjured. This gave me the 
impression, and it was equally the impression of Lieutenant King, that, 
having divined our crippled condition, the enemy were drifting down 
the river in order to secure a position from which they could deliver the 
fire upon our unprotected flank. I therefore directed an examination 
to be made of our condition. This resulted in ascertaining that. by pass- 
ing the word from man to man, the boat might be handled exclusively 
through the engines. Upon a brief consultation with my officers, I de- 
termined to run up the river a short distance, repair damages, and re- 
turn. It seeming to me clear that should the three boats select their 
positions—as was practicable with them, owing to our damaged con- 
dition—that our destruction would be probable. We therefore ran up 
the river, repaired damages as rapidly as possible, and returned to the 
fort. : ; 

In the midst of the fight I observed with indignation and regret that 
the barge had been cast off from the Countess and had floated down 
against the raft. The Cotton, it was ascertained, could not be repaired 
at the fort, and it was absolutely necessary to save the barge and her 
valuable freight. I therefore took the Cotton and the barge in tow, 
and proceeded slowly toward Alexandria, La. The Countess made her 
appearance subsequently, and relieved us of the barge. 

‘The Grand Duke was set on fire five times, but owing to the coolness 


686 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. _—[Cuar. XXXVL 


and energy of Capt. J. M. White, his officers and men, the fire was each 
time subdued. 

I cannot conclude the report, major, without bearing testimony to the 
signal good conduct of the officers and men of the Crescent Artillery. 
First Lieut. W. Hervey and First Junior Lieut. T. H. Handy behaved in 
a manner to excite the admiration and rivet the confidence of every one 
who witnessed their intrepid conduct. Sergt. A. Mordis and Sergeant 
[J. J.] Dalton also deserve special notice for their admirable deportment 
during the action. When the alarm of fire was repeatedly given, I did 
not observe a man relax his energies at the pieces. To Lieut. HE. T. King 
too much credit cannot be awarded. He discharged his duties with a 
fearlessness and composure which inspired confidence in those around 
him, and elicited the applause of all whose position enabled them to 
observe him. 

The conduct of Lieut. M. Fogarty is reported to me by his command- 
ing officer as deserving of high praise. 

I beg leave to refer to the inclosed list of wounded and missing on 
both boats. 

I have the honor to remain, major, your obedient servant, 
J. KELSO, 
Commanding Gunboat Fleet, off Grand Ecore. 


Maj. E. SURGET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Tnclosures. ] 


STATION, GRAND ECORE, GUNBOAT CorTon, 
May 12, 1863. 


List * of wounded and missing of Capt. [E. W.] Fuller’s company, 
Saint Martin Rangers, May 4, 1863, on board of C. S. gunboat Cotton, 
as follows: Wounded—oflicers, 1; enlisted men, 6; crew,3. Missing— 
enlisted men, 1; crew, 3. 

KH. T. KING, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Gunboat Cotton. 
J. GAUTREAUX, 
Acting Orderly Sergeant. 


List * of wounded of the Crescent Artillery on board flag-ship Grand 
Duke, May 4, 1863, as follows: Enlisted men wounded, 7. 
W. HERVEY, 
Tirst Lieutenant, Commanding Crescent Artillery. 


[Indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WESTERN LOUISIANA, 
Natchitoches, May 14, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded. Captain [J.] Kelso, in command of the gun- 
boats Grand Duke and Cotton, was sent down to Fort De Russy to re- 
move the guns, ordnance stores, and other public property left at that 
point, which was successfully accomplished, and the enemy delayed in 
his advance up the river for forty-eight hours. 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* Nominal list omitted. 
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MAY 4, 1868.—Attempt of the tug George Sturgess to pass the Vicksburg 
batteries. 


REHPORTS. 


No. 1.—Lieut. Col. Judson D. Bingham, U. 8. Army, Chief Quartermaster. 
No. 2.—Licut. James Marquess, Twenty-seventh Missouri Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Judson D. Bingham, U. 8. Army, Chief Quar- 
termaster. : 


MILLIKEN’S BEND, LA., May 5, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that your instructions of 
April 30 were received at 11 a. m., May 1, in relation to sending two 
tugs with four barges down the river. I immediately commenced the 
execution of your instructions, and at 7 a. m., May 2, the four largest 
and best barges that I could obtain were loaded with subsistence 
stores. I made a written application to the commander of the troops 
here (Major-General Steele) for a detail to assist in loading the barges 
and preparing them for the trip. Captain [William] Gaster, assistant 
quaitermaster, who had immediate charge of the preparation, by my 
direction, also made an application for a detail. None was furnished, 
and the loading and preparations were made by the mechanics employed 
in the quartermaster’s department and a few negroes that I had col- 
lected. The force was so small that it was compelled to work night and 
day until the barges were ready. 

On the evening of May 2,1 heard that our troops had evacuated 
Young’s Point, and that the enemy had landed near the abandoned 
camps. I then consulted with Major-General Sherman, who advised me 
to wait until the next night (3d), and he would send a force to occupy 
the Point, to prevent the capture of the boats from the Louisiana shore 
in case the tugs were compelled to land to repair any damages that 
-might be sustained. I followed the advice of General Sherman, and 
delayed the departure of the boats until 10 p. m. of the 3d. 

On the morning of the 3d, only two of the barges were in condition 
to start. One was sunk to the guards, and another leaking, and would 
not sustain enough hay to protect the tug. I was, therefore, compelled 
to send only one tug with two barges, as I could not prepare another 
tow in time. At 10p.m. of the 3d, the tug with two barges was started 
down the river, with crew complete and a detail of the commissioned 
officers and 15 armed men torepel boarders. Soon after the tug rounded 
the Point, I saw several flashes from guns, but heard only two or three 
reports. The firing did not seem to be from very heavy guns. Soon 
after the firing commenced, I saw a light, which I supposed was made 
by the enemy on the Louisiana shore, but it passed down the river so 
rapidly as to satisfy me that the barges were on fire. Our troops had 
possession of a portion of the Point, and rescued one man from the 
wreck, whose statement I inclose herewith.* 

I am now preparing two large barges, and can send them down the 
river at any time, but do not consider it advisable to do so without 
further instructions, as they are almost sure of destruction unless we 


*Not found. Reference is probably to report of Lieut. James Marquess, following. 
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can send them on a dark night. In about three or four days the moon 
will be more favorable for the purpose. I am using every exertion to 
forward supplies in wagons, and have sent to Memphis for more trans- 
portation. 1 should be here in a day or two. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. D. BINGHAM, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, and Chief Quartermaster Dept. of Tenn. 


Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT. 


No. 2. 
‘Report of Lieut. James Marquess, Twenty-seventh Missouri Infantry. 


[May —, 1863.] 

I volunteered to run the blockade at Vicksburg on the steam tug 
George Sturgess, with two barges in tow, loaded with commissary stores 
and hay, on the night of the 3d of May, 1863. ; 

We left the steamboat A. D. Hines at Young’s Point, La., about 1 
a.m. May 4. Just below the mouth of the lower canal, the enemy 
opened fire on us with infantry from the Louisiana side of the river. 
We returned the fire, but could not see that they were making any at- 
tempt to board us. The musketry fire did us no damage. The light 
guns of the batteries on the Mississippi side then commenced firing 
uponus. They struck us frequently with solid shot, but did no damage 
to either tug or barges. We were under a continual fire from this time 
until we reached the bend. We then ran under the range of a water 
battery. This battery opened fire on us, firing shells principally. The 
tug was struck by a shell from this battery, which exploded and blew 
her up, and set the tug and both barges on fire. I am under the im- 
pression that the shell that blew the tug up struck her on top of the 
boiler and exploded there. All the damage was done immediately. At 
the time the shell exploded on the tug, the barge on the Mississippi side 
of the river was in a sinking condition. The barge on the Louisiana 
side was uninjured up to the time of the explosion. The explosion of 
the shell made the fire general, both on the tug and barges. We were 
running at the rate of about 4 miles per hour when the first fire opened 
upon us. When the shell exploded, we were running at the rate of 
about 6 miles per hour, as near as I can judge. 

After the explosion, the tug and barges being enveloped in flames, 
the men on board generally endeavored to make their escape from them. 
The enemy continued their fire, striking the barge next Vicksburg fre- 
quently. Their batteries appeared to play heavier at this time than 
they did before they struck the barges at all. Our men asked for no 
quarter for some fifteen minutes after the explosion. We were then 
in talking distance of the enemy. After quarter was asked, there 
was none given for probably thirty minutes, as near as I can judge. At 
the time quarter was asked for, | was swimming toward the Louisiana 
shore, having made my escape from the tug on a plank, and was about, 
50 yards from the barges. Some of the men were on the barges at this 
time—cannot state how many—and several were in the water, swimming 
for the Louisiana shore. The rebels continued their fire on the men in 
the water after they had left the barges. 

The enemy eventually ceased firing, and came to the assistance of 
the men in the water with two skifis, One came ont and picked up the 
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men who were in the water, and the other skiff approached the barges. 
I supposed they were taking off the men that remained there, but can- 
not state whether they got any of them off the barges. I reached the 
Louisiana shore on a plank just above the mouth of the canal. When 
I reached the shore, which, I think, was about two hours after the ex- 
plosion, the barges had drifted down the river some distance toward 
the Louisiana shore. When [arrived near the Louisiana shore, I found 
some of our troops there (think about three regiments), some of whom 
assisted me onshore out of the water. I think that the barges and tug 
were entirely consumed by fire. The last I saw of them they were all 
enveloped in flames. 
JAMES MARQUESS, 
First Iieutenant Company G, Twenty-seventh Missouri Volunteers. 


MAY 5, 1863.—Action at King’s Creek, near Tupelo, Miss. 
REPOR'TS.* 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. S. Army. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. J. Cunningham, Second Alabama Cavalry. 

No. 3.—Maj. W. A. Hewlett, Thirteenth Alabama Battalion, Partisan Rangers, 
No. 4,—Lieut. Col. C. R. Barteau, Second Tennessee Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. S. Army. 
OxoLona, May 14, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to forward the following report for the infor- 
mation of the lieutenant-general commanding the department: 

Ou the morning of the 5th instant, reports reached me at this place, 
where I had necessarily been detained, of another advance of the enemy 
from the direction of Burnsville with a force of about 5,000 mounted 
men and six pieces of artillery. Toward evening I received information 
from Colonel Barteau, then at Verona, that Major [W. M.] Inge’s bat- 
talion was skirmishing with the advance of the enemy near Tupelo, and 
that his main body was believed to be moving down east of Town Creek, 
in the direction of Camargo. For the purpose of impeding his mareh 
in that direction and to prevent his crossing Town Creek, I ordered the 
ferry-boats sunk and the bridges destroyed. I had received as a re- 
enforcement Major [W.] Boyles’ battalion of Alabama cavalry, some 350 
strong, and immediately on the reception of the report of enemy’s ad- 
vance prepared for movement in the field. Dispatched to West Point 
for the return to this station of four companies of the Third Kentucky 
Regiment (mounted men), they having been ordered to Jackson by the 
morning train. These troops arrived in the evening, disembarked, and 
were ready for the field the ensuing morning at 2 o’clock. Taking the 
two battalions already named and a section of Owens’ guns, under Lieu- 
tenant [J. F.] Thompson, proceeded a distance of 10 miles to Sanders’ 


*For Union reports, see Series I, Vol. XXIII, Part I, pp. 241-261. 
44 R R—VOL XXIV, PT I 
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Mills, toward Verona, where we arrived about sunrise, and awaited in- 
formation of the enemy from Colonel [C. R.] Barteau, who had been in- 
structed to communicate with me at that point and from other sources. 

Previously to moving from Okolona, I sent a communication to Gen- 
eral Chalmers, then represented as near Pontotoc, giving information 
received respecting theenemy. After a brief delay at Sanders’ Mills, I 
obtained information from Colonel Barteau that the enemy had been 
during the previous night at Tupelo, and that he would move up with 
his troops for the purpose of reconnoitering him to ascertain his strength 
and position, and would, in the event of its becoming necessary, fall 
back upon the road on which I was advancing. I then pushed forward 
rapidly, and, before reaching Verona, received.a message indicating 
that Colonel Barteau with my advanced forces was then at Harris- 
burg, some 24 miles west of Tupelo, and I immediately moved in that 
direction, and when near that place received a dispatch from Colo- 
nel Barteau, stating that the enemy had retreated precipitately the 
previous night along the railroad toward Corinth. I ordered a strong 
scout of two companies to push forward immediately in pursuit of the 
enemy, and then distributed the troops in new positions, sending the 
four companies of the Third Kentucky (mounted men) to Okolona, 
to take the down train for Meridian, in conformity with previous 
orders. 

Subsequently, I learned that the enemy numbered 2,000 or 2,500 cav- 
alry, with six guns, comprising the Tenth Missouri, Seventh Iowa [Kan- 
sas], and Ninth Illinois, with two companies of mounted infantry, all 
under the command of Colonel Quinine [Cornyn]; that from 15 to 20 
were killed, and from 30 to 40 wounded in the previous day’s encounter; 
that they burned some transportation, destroyed supplies and camp 
equipage, and broke down the bridges in their precipitate retreat. 

On oar part, as near as I can learn, we lost 5 killed and 7 or 8 wounded 
(Confederate troops), and of the State troops 30 are represented to have 
been taken prisoners. 

Previous to this conflict, on account of unsettled questions of rank, 
and for want of harmony among the commanders of my battalions in 
advance, I had sent verbal instructions that they. should, in cases of 
emergency, obey the orders of the senior on the field, and even in coming 
in contact with the State troops in my absence, out of courtesy to Gen- 
eral [S. J.] Gholson, and to preserve concert of action, should yield 
obedience temporarily to him as their commander. 

I deem it expedient to observe at this point that communication be- 
tween Okolona and Verona is attended with many difficulties, on ac- 
count of four intermediate streams, bordered by bottom lands and 
morasses, almost impassable for cavalry during the rainy season, and 
but recently found practicable. 

In conclusion, I respectfully recommend to. your attention accompany- 
ing report of ‘Lieut. Col..C. R. Barteau, who, with ‘his command, is en- 
titled to special consideration on account of good. conduct in: this as in 
some previous encounters with the enemy. 

Major Inge’s battalion (under Captain'{P. Ai] Mann), a portion of 
Major Hewlett’s battalion, and two companies of the Second Alabama 
regiment, are also entitled to commendation for their good conduct. 

Very respecttully, your obedient servant, 
' DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 
Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. Col. J. Cunningham, Second Alabama Cavairy. 


NEAR VERONA, May 8, 1863. 

Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report of my opera- 
tions on Tuesday, the 5th instant: 

Soon after my arrival at this place on Tuesday mornin g, [received in- 
formation through my scouts and Colonel [C. R.] Barteau that the en- 
emy was 6 miles east of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, marching in the 
direction of Verona, to which place I hastened with‘all possible dispatch. 
While there, I received orders from Maj. Gen. S. J. Gholson to proceed 
immediately to Tupelo. On my way to the latter place, my advanced 
guard came upon the enemy. As my scouts had on that morning re- ° 
ported the enemy to be near Miller’s Mills, and as I had been ordered 
to Tupelo without any warning that there was any probability of 
being intercepted on my way thither, I must state that my coming upon 
the enemy was quite unexpected. Lieutenant [C. C.] Dodd, of the ad- 
vanced guard, reported the enemy in line on my right, just across the 
creek, about half a mile this side of Tupelo. I accordingly drew up my 
regiment into line of battle, facing to the right. Lieutenant Dodd with 
the advanced guard was during this time skirmishing with the enemy, 
and had succeeded in capturing 10 prisoners, who were sent back to the 
rear and there retaken by the enemy. As Soon as my command were 
formed into line, the enemy opened upon me a cross-fire of artillery and 
musketry. I then discovered that I was ambuscaded on the right and 
left, and I determined to extricate my command as soon as practicable. 
I ordered a countermarch from the left, but as Companies B and I had 
faced to the rear and left to check the enemy who were closing in upon 
my rear, they did not receive my orders and were left on the field. I 
passed on with the rest of my command out through the west edge of 
Tupelo, and took the road to Chesterville, where I learned General Ghol- 
son was at the time. The companies who were teft behind attempted 
to rejoin the regiment, but Captain [W. H.] Daniel, who was in com- 
mand of them, reports that he was entirely cut off by the enemy and 
forced to fall back toward the direction of Verona. In doing so he kept 
up a brisk skirmish with the enemy’s cavalry, who were endeavoring to 
surround him. 

In this engagement my loss was: Killed, 2 men and 3 horses; wounded, 
2 horses; missing, 3 men and 3 horses. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Second Alabama Cavalry Kegt. 


Japt. Roy Mason Hoos, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District No. 1. 


No. 3. 
Report of Maj. W. A. Hewlett, Thirteenth Alabama Battalion, Partisan 
‘ angers. 
OxoLona, Miss., May 7, 1863. 
CAPTAIN: I have the lonor to state, for the information of the brig- 
adier-general commanding First District, Department of Mississippi 
and Bast Louisiana, that on Thursday, May 5, at about 11 a. m., while 
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encamped about 4 miles west of Verona, I received orders to proceed 
at once to Verona, intelligence having been received that the enemy 
had driven in Major [W. M.] Inge’s pickets in the neighborhood of 
Tupelo. On my arrival at Verona, the column moved toward Tupelo, 
Colonel [J.] Cunningham in front. My command, which consisted of 
detachments of four companies (about 140 in all), constituted the left 
wing. The enemy’s pickets were driven in about 1 mile from the scene 
of action. In the neighborhood of King’s Creek, one-half mile west of 
Tupelo, while my command was crossing a large corn-field, Colonel 
Cunningham drove in the enemy’s advance guard, and immediately 
crossed the creek and proceeded into the heavy timber on the opposite 
side. My command followed with as little delay as possible, consider- 
ing the difficulty of fording, and proceeded into the wood about 100 
yards in the rear of Colonel Cunningham. Colonel Cunningham pushed 
on in pursuit of the enemy’s advance guard, without drawing the fire 
of his main body, which was in ambush. On reaching a ridge about 
100 yards from the'creek, I first received the fire from the enemy’s left 
wing, at a distance of from 25 to 40 yards. I returned the fire and dis- 
mounted my right wing. Several of the horses of my left becoming 
unmanageable, they faltered. The enemy raised a yell and attempted 
a charge, but were held in check by my right wing. 

At this time Lieutenant-Colonel [C. R.] Barteau came to my assist- 
ance on the right; poured a volley into the enemy, driving him back 
about 200 yards, to a more advantageous position. The firing then com- 
menced from their whole line, with three pieces of artillery, two mak- 
ing a cross-fire from each wing and one from the center. It is said by 
those at a distance they fired 40 rounds from each gun. Just before 
the firing ceased, Colonel Barteau informed me that two regiments were 
attempting a flank movement on the left, and ordered me to recross 
the creek and form on the opposite side, which I did under a heavy fire. 
I was here joined by two rear companies of the Second Alabama, which 
were cut off. After crossing the creek, the firing ceased along the whole 
line, and Colonel Barteau came out a few minutes afterward. I then 
moved with Colonel Barteaws command to Chesterville, 14 miles west of 
Tupelo, and continued driving in the enemy’s pickets and skirmishing 
until night. 

My loss is 1 killed, 3 wounded, and 2 missing. I also lost 12 horses. 

Without attaching too much importance to the affair, I consider it 
my duty to mention Capt. Jacob R. Shepherd, First Lieut. Samuel P. 
Morrow, and First Lieut H. H. Bibb as worthy of praise for gallant and 
meritorious conduct. 

Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. A. HEWLETT, 
Major, Commanding. 
Capt. L. D. SANDIDGE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


No. 4. 
Leport of Lieut. Col. C. R. Barteau, Second Tennessee Cavalry. 


VERONA, Miss., May 8, 1863. 


Having been ordered to this place from the Pontotoc and Shannon 
road on the morning of the 3d instant, I reached here at 10°a. m. There 
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was then no reliable account of an advance of the enemy, as rumored 
down the line of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, but in the evening of 
the 4th instant I learned that a mounted force of the enemy (strength 
not known) had reached Baldwyn that morning, and was marching rap- 
idly in this direction. I considered it only a reconnoitering party, and 
made no immediate report; but at 12 o’clock the same day the enemy 
drove in the pickets at Guntown and advanced toward Saltillo. The 
lieutenant in charge of scouts at Guntown reported the force to be three 
regiments with artillery, and a prisoner whom he had captured and sent 
in stated that the force would not exceed 900. 

Late in the evening of the 4th [instant], scouts from Inge’s battalion 
were fired upon between Tupelo and Saltillo, east side of the railroad. 
That night the enemy advanced to Priceville, and by daylight on the 
5th passed that place toward Plantersville, with the evident intention 
of moving down between Town Creek and Tombigbee River, to cross at 
Camargo, threatening Aberdeen, on Mobile and Ohio Railroad below 
Okolona; but by the delay of the enemy near Miller’s Mills, north of 
Plantersville, I was led to apprehend that his intention was to cross 
Town Creek at Reece’s Bridge, and immediately ordered Inge’s battal- 
ion to that point, to destroy the bridge and prevent his crossing. Upon 
arriving at Reece’s Bridge, Inge’s battalion was confronted by a force of 
the enemy which it could not successfully contend with, and fell back 
to Thomasson’s farm, 14 miles from the bridge. 


Jn the mean time Lieutenant-Colonel [James] Cunningham arrived at. 


Verona and assumed command of all the troops. Received an order 
from Major-General [S. J.] Gholson, of the State service, to join him at, 
Tupelo. Started with his command by the most direct route, and or- 
dered me, with Second Tennessee Cavalry, to go by way of Reece’s 
Bridge. I arrived near the bridge; found that the enemy had crossed, 
and that Inge’s battalion had fallen back. Moved then to Thomasson’s 
farm, where I rejoined Colonel Cunningham, en route for Tupelo, and 
followed his column with Inge’s battalion in rear of my regiment. 
Colonel Cunningham moved immediately forward without (so far as my 
knowledge extends) reconnoitering or sending out flankers ; passed into 
the thick woods and swamp south of Tupelo, and encountered the enemy 
in ambush just before arriving at the Tupelo and Pontotoc road. <A few 
shots from the enemy announced his presence, and he reserved his heavy 
fire until the column had passed nearly half way through, and then 
opened with small-arms and artillery upon both flanks, cutting off two 
companies of the Second Alabama, with Hewlett’s battalion and my own 
command, consisting of Second Tennessee Regiment and Inge’s bat- 
talion. The advanced portion of Colonel Cunningham’s command 
(probably consisting of 400 men) passed between the two fires of the 
enemy and moved to his rear. The enemy then immediately closed in 
upon the front of the advancing column and poured a rapid fire open 
us from three directions. The fire was s@ severe that all of Hewlett’s 
battalion could not form and dismount, as directed ; hence it gave way 
with the exception of two companies, which, having received their po- 
sition, remained upon the ground immediately in front and fought gal- 
lantly. I at once ordered the Second Tennessee into line and to dis- 
mount, which was executed promptly and in good order, and the horses 
sent to the rear out of reach of the enemy’s fire. By keeping the meng 
close to the ground and behind trees, taking deliberate aim at the enemy, 
we succeeded in the course of fifteen or twenty minutes in driving the 
enemy some 500 yards beyond the Tupelo and Pontotoc road. The 
numver of killed of the enemy has been reported by prisoners who es- 
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caped from his hands and citizens of Tupelo to have been 20 or more, 
and the wounded many times as great. ; 

The loss, as nearly as can be ascertained, in the Second Tennessee 
and Inge’s battalion was 6 wounded and 8 captured. Several horses 
were killed and wounded. 

I then withdrew the men from the engagement and moved to Harris- 
burg, the enemy still remaining at Tupelo in line of battle, awaiting 
another attack. I withdrew to Verona. 

The next morning moved, under orders from General Gholson, to 
Harrisburg, and, finding that during the night previous the enemy had 
retreated toward Guntown, pursued 2 miles and returned. 

It may be well to state that, after running the gauntlet of the enemy’s 
fire and getting in his rear, Lieutenant-Colonel Cunningham continued 
his march to Chesterville or vicinity, where, finding General Gholson, 
he returned by a circuitous route to Verona at 9 p.m. Had he fought 
the enemy vigorously in his rear, or rejoined the troops which were left 
in the ambuscade, the result might have been more favorable for us. 
The force of the enemy was not less than 1,500, with six pieces of artil- 
lery (6-pounder guns). The various commands of the enemy were Ninth 
Illinois Regiment, Seventh Kansas, Tenth Missouri, and two companies 
of mounted infantry, commanded by Colonel Quinine [I*. M. Cornyn]. 
The force which I had engaged did not exceed 500. 

Iam, captain, your obedient servant, 
C. R. BARTEAU, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 
[Capt.] Roy Mason Hoog, ( 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MAY 10, 1863.—Skirmishes at Caledonia and Pin Hook, La. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Geh. Hugh T. Reid, U. 8. Army, commanding First Brigade, Sixth 
Division, Seventeenth Army Corps. 

No. 2.—Maj. William Y. Roberts, First Kansas Infantry. 

No, 3.—Col. Frank A. Barélett, Beauregard Regiment, Louisiana Militia. 


INOrsLe 


Report of Brig. Gen. Hugh T. Reid, U. 8. Army, commanding First: 
Brigade, Sixth Division, Seventeenth Army Corps. 


PROVIDENCE, LA., May 12, 1863. 

I have the honor to reporf that on the 2d instant some 80 of the: 
enemy crossed over Bayou Macon in the vicinity of Bissell’s cut, at 
Ashton, and carried away 15 or 20 negroes. Learning this fact, 1 made 
a reconnaissance on the 3d instant to that point with a company of 
mounted infantry, in command of Major Roberts, of the First Kansas, 
and became satisfied, from information received from reliable sources, 
that the enemy on the west side of the bayou had concentrated his forees. 
in the vicinity of Caledonia for the purpose of making raids to this side. 
It was practicable to cross the bayou in that vicinity, and there were: 
great difficulties in the way of crossing it at any other point. I there- 
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fore determined to withdraw the whole of the First Kansas Mounted 
Infantry from the plantations below Providence and concentrate them 
on Old River, knowing there could be no danger to the plantations 
whilst the enemy was so far north. 

On the morning of the 8th, Captain Zesch, with six companies of the 
First Kansas, succeeded in reaching the bayou, and crossed some 20 of 

his men, under command of Lieutenant Thompson, on a raft, near Cal- 

edonia. Here he found the enemy in too great force and too strongly 
posted to risk anything more than a reconnaissance, and fell back to 
camp on Old River to await re-enforcements. 

On the evening of the 8th instant, I sent Major Roberts to take com: 
mand, and sent forward 100 men from the Sixteenth Wisconsin, under 
Captain Wheeler, by steamer, to Old River, and also sent forward three 
additional companies from the First Kansas, leaving one company at 
this place. 

Major Roberts moved from Old River with the command on the morn- 
ing of the 9th, and built a bridge over Bayou Macon during the day, 
and crossed over on the morning of the 10th, when he met the enemy 
in the most gallant manner, driving them from their positions at Cal- 
edonia and pursuing them to their cover in log-houses at Pin Hook, 
killing 4 of their men and taking 2 prisoners, besides wounding a num- 
ber. As the enemy could not be dislodged without artillery, the expe- 
dition returned to the bayou, and remained on the other side until the 
afternoon of the 11th without further encountering the enemy. 

The First Regiment of Arkansas Volunteers, of African descent, 
under Colonel Wood, arrived here from Helena on the evening of the 
10th, and I moved them and 50 men of the Sixteenth Wisconsin during * 
the night to Old River, to be within supporting distance in case the fight 
should be continued on the 11th, but met a dispatch from Major Roberts 
which rendered it unnecessary to move them farther. 

I crossed Bayou Macon to our troops on the other side of the bayou 
on the morning of the 11th, and, finding that nothing more could be 
done without artillery, recrossed during the day, destroyed the bridge, 
and brought the troops to Providence, except four companies of the First 
Kansas, left at Old River to watch the movements of the enemy. 

Major Roberts, of the First Kansas, deserves great credit for the 
masterly manner in which he executed my orders in this attack, having - 
accomplished everything that was expected of him. Captain Zesch, of 
the same regiment, is also entitled to praise for the skill and prudence 
with which he managed. his part of the command. Captain Wheeler, 
of the Sixteenth Wisconsin, led his men against the enemy in gallant 
style, and both officers and men of these two regiments acted with 
great bravery, and deserve high commendation. For further details I 
refer you to the report of Major Roberts, herewith inclosed. The pres- 

_ ent disposition of the troops under my command is as follows: Four 
companies First Kansas at Old River; two companies at Wilton’s; three 
at Bass’ plantation, 4 miles below Providence, and one at this place. 
The Sixteenth Wisconsin, First Arkansas, and Kighth Louisiana Vol- 
unteers, of African descent, at this place, and the Tenth Louisiana, of 
African descent, at Goodrich’s Landing, with the commissioners. ; 
The Highth Louisiana has been mustered into the service, and six, 
if not seven, companies of the Tenth Louisiana. Both these regiments 
are improving rapidly in drill, and are partially armed, and I hope to 
have them fully armed and equipped in a few days, as requisitions 
have gone forward. I have also sent for some artillery, which I hope 
to get from Helena. General —-—— is said to be in command at 


696 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. = [Curar. XXXVL 


Floyd, and to have brought up from Delhi 1,500 men and some artillery 
to re-enforce the Thirteenth Louisiana Battalion, with which we had 
the fight. 

The rebels claim to have 10,000 troops at Monroe, brought down 
from Little Rock to be sent to Alexandria, but say that Banks’ army 
was falling back from Alexandria, and these troops were not sent there. 
If this is true, these troops may be expected to operate in this direction 
and toward Milliken’s Bend. 

The negroes and much property west of the bayou are being run off 
to Texas, though there are plenty of provisions, such as corn and hogs, 
left. The secesh hereabouts say that if Vicksburg falls the war is at an 
end in Louisiana. I have had most of the negroes who were unemployed 
here removed to the commissioners at Goodrich’s Landing. 

Since writing the above, I have learned, from what I believe to be a 
reliable souree, that no troops have been sent from Monroe toward 
Bayou Macon; that 3,000, instead of 10,000, came from Little Rock to 
Monroe; that these troops have been sent to re-enforce Colonel [General] 
Taylor and Kirby Smith, on Red River, who were retreating before 
Banks’ army; that General Hébert is at Monroe, in command of only 
60 men (conscripts), and that he has had his things packed up for the 
last three weeks (in two wagons) on the west side of the Washita River, 
ready to run on the approach of our forces. This information is derived 
from a New Hampshire Yankee, who has just made his escape from 
Monroe. He says that the troops are to be withdrawn from this side 
of the Washita, which I think is altogether probable from the move- 
ments we know to be going on west of the bayou. 

H. T. REID, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maj. Gen. J. B. MCPHERSON, 
Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps. 


No. 2. 
Report of Maj. William Y. Roberts, First Kansas Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS First KANSAS MOUNTED INFANTRY, 
Camp Butler, near Lake Providence, La., May 11, 1863. 


Srr: In obedience to your orders, I proceeded, in command of a de. 
tachment of 100 men of the Sixteenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry, composed of detachments from Company G, Captain Wheeler; 
Company A, Captain Gallagher; Company I, Captain Stevens, and 
Company Hy, Lieutenants Vidal and Monroe, to Old River, for the pur- 
pose of co-operating with Captain Zesch, commanding six companies of 
the First Kansas Volunteer (now mounted) Infantry, sent on an expe- 
dition west of Bayou Macon. 

On reaching Old River, on the evening of the 8th, I found Captain 
Zesch had fallen back to that post with his command for rations. I at 
once assumed command of the troops at Old River, consisting of Com- 
panies A, B, I’, G, H, and I, of the First Kansas, and the above detach- 
ment from the Sixteenth Wisconsin, and marched the next morning at 
daylight to a point on Bayou Macon, near Caledonia, where it was re- 
ported the rebels were posted with a force of about 800 men. 

On reaching the bayou, I found it impossible to cross with mounted 
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troops without abridge. I detailed Lieutenant Paetz, Company I, First 
Kansas, with as many men as could be worked to advantage, and in- 
structed him to throw a bridge across the bayou at Old’s Ferry. I was 
here joined by Company C, Captain Reed; Company F, Lieutenant 
Thompson, and Company K, Lieutenant Hutt, of the First Kansas. 
At sun-up the next morning Lieutenant Paetz. reported the bridge 
finished, and in twenty minutes the whole command passed over. I 
found the enemy strongly posted in Caledonia, at a-brick-kiln to the left 
of Caledonia, and three other points, in heavy timber and negro quarters 
on the bluffs still to the left, extending one-half mile below the bridge, 
and presenting a front of about 14 miles, and distant from the bayou 1 
nile, over cleared bottom land, divided in the center longitudinally by 
Hill Bayou. I formed a line by placing Captain Zesch’s squadron, com- 
posed of Companies G and I, and Lieutenant Mack’s squadron, composed. 
of Companies B and HE, Captain Howard’s squadron, composed of Com- 
panies A and H, on the right; Captain Reed’s squadron, composed of 
Companies © and I’, on the extreme left; and the Wisconsin infantry, 
commanded by Captain Wheeler, in the center, leaving Company K, 
Lieutenant Hutt, to guard the bridge. 

I then ordered Captain Wheeler to advance through a piece of de- 
tached woodland to dislodge any enemy that might be concealed there, 
and to advance his skirmishers to the Pin Hook road at the foot of the 
bluffs, to test the strength of the enemy in front of my center. This 
order was promptly obeyed, and the skirmishers of the enemy were driven 
from the road back upon his line of battle, formed at the edge of the 
timber, and his whole line of 300 men forced into the woods by the | 
skirmishers of the glorious old Sixteenth without bringing into action 
any other portion of the detachment. 

Being satisfied that Captain Wheeler, with Company K, of the First 
Kansas, could defend the bridge against any force that could be brought 
from that direction, I ordered Captain Zesch with his squadron to charge 
the enemy in Caledonia, and to turn his extreme left and take his other 
positions in flank and rear. This movement was most skillfully and 
successfully made, and sending Lieutenant Mack to his assistance, 
the two squadrons charged boldly over ditches and levees, made for 
drainage, but forming excellent rifle-pits, into the heavy timber on the 
bluffs, studded with negro quarters, and, coming down on the left flank 
‘of the enemy’s: positions on the bluff successively, soon dispersed his 
whole left wing. 

Seeing the left of the enemy broken, I ordered Captain Howard’s 
squadron to the extreme left, fronting the Pin Hook road, to charge 
the enemy in flank, should he retreat in that direction. Captain Reed 
dismounted one company of his squadron, and Company 1, Lieutenant 
Cowan, having charged down the Pin Hook road to the right of Captain 
Wheeler’s position, I ordered these two companies, together with Cap- 
tain Wheeler’s command, to advance in the timber across the road and 
force the enemy from this strong position. 

This order was most satisfactorily obeyed by the lion-hearted men 
and brave officers in command, and ina few moments the whole force of 
the enemy was in full retreat across the hill country in the direction of 
Pin Hook, a place distant 9 miles from Caledonia and 3 miles west of 
the bayou. Understanding from prisoners that the enemy expected a 
re-enforcement of 1,500 men from Delhi, I determined to make a rapid 
dash upon Pin Hook, and to reach that place, if possible, before the 
arrival of re-enforcements and before the scattered forces of the enemy 
could rally and concentrate there. 
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With this view I ordered the Sixteenth back to the bridge, with in- 
structions to defend it; sent an order.to Captain Zesch and Lieutenant 
Mack to follow by the bayou road, and sending Captain Reed with his 
squadron by a right-hand road leading also to Pin. Hook, I put myself 
at the head of Captain Howard’s squadron and Company E, and moved 
forward at a speed equal to the full capacity of our animals. 

Near the town Captain Reed’s squadron joined the leading squadron, 
and as our advance guard approached the town we received a heavy fire 
from the enemy, posted in and behind log-houses, by which Lieutenant 
Ford, who commanded the advance guard, and 2 men of his command 
were wounded. ’ 

The two squadrons and Company E dismounted and skirmished with 
the enemy until I found him so strongly posted that he could not be 
dislodged without a larger force or by the assistance of artillery. 

In this skirmish Lieutenant Dilworth, a brave and promising young 
officer, was unfortunately killed. I then recalled the skirmishers, hop- 
ing to draw the enemy from his position, but this was unsuccessful. 
After remaining some time, and making an unsuccessful effort to obtain 
a wagon to’ remove the remains of Lieutenant Dilworth, I deposited his 
body in a house and marched back to the bridge, meeting Captain Zesch 
and Lieutenant Mack, who reported that they had fallen into an am- 
buseade by which 3 men of Company B were wounded and 1 horse 
killed, but that they rallied at once, charged the enemy into the woods 
and drove them before them, killing 1 and wounding a number. I 
remained at the bridge during the night of the 10th, and sent out some 
scouting parties in the morning, who brought in a refugee white family 
a large number of contrabands, some horses, mules, and cattle. We 
then marched back to our camp on Old River and at this place. 

Casualties : Killed—First Lieut. George M. Dilworth, Company H. 
Wounded—Lieutenant Ford, Company A, slightly in left leg; Sergts. 
G. Smith and Patrick Fitzgerald, and Corp]. Thomas Grady, Com- 
pany B; Privates John Dwyer, Thomas Williams, and Levi W. Til- 
lottson, Company EX; Private Dennis Hogan, Company G. Missing— 
Corporal [Joseph] Stewart, Company B; Sergeant [John] Woods, Com- 
pany H; John Moore, Company G. Private Manley Knowlton, Com- 
pany D, one of my orderlies, was unfortunately drowned in trying to 
swim a bayou on the field of battle while carrying a dispatch from 
Captain Wheeler to myself. : 

The loss of the enemy must be considerable in kifed and wounded. 
Without making any systematic search, we found 4 dead bodies. We 
have 2 prisoners. 

The object of this expedition having been to ascertain the strength 
of the enemy west of Bayou Macon, I am able to report that the best 
information I could obtain was that they had at Caledonia about 500 
men of the Thirteenth [Battalion] Louisiana Cavalry and perhaps 300 
irregular troops, and that he had at Pin Hook and in that vicinity about 
1,000, and, perhaps, Captain Williams’ battery. The resources of the 
hill country are by no means exhausted—corn, cattle, and hogs are 
abundant for a sparsely settled country. 

: The officers and men under my command all.deserve your commen- 
dation. : 

I met with no single instance of cowardice, incapacity, or insubordi- 
nation in the command, and if any one excelled in the manly virtues of 
a soldier it was because chance threw opportunities in his way that were 
denied to others. 

You wiil allow me to mention Captain Zesch, cf the First Kansas, as 
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a brave and skillful officer, and also to bespeak your thanks to Captain 
Wheeler, the senior officer of the detachinent from the Sixteenth Wis- 
consin, for the very excellent manner in which he handled his tried and 
brave men. I am also compelled to name Lieutenant Ford, who led the 

advance guard into Pin Hook, as an officer whose bravery has been 
tested and found to have the ring of the true metal. I would further 
beg leave to call your attention to the superiority of the First Kansas 
as mounted troops, and to say that my experience in this expedition 
has strengthened my convictions of the great benefits that would result 
from arming this regiment with revolvers and attaching to it a section. 
of light artillery. With these arms the regiment would be invaluable 
as scouts; could pass with celerity and ferret out and break up the 
rendezvous of guerrilla parties and give quiet and protection to the 
country. 

I have the honor to be, yours to command, 

W. Y. ROBERTS, 
Maj. 1st Kans. Vols., Comdg. Expedition West of Bayou Macon. 


Brig. Gen. H. T. Rem, 
Commanding Post at Lake Providence, La. 


| No. 3. 
Report of Col. Frank A. Bartlett, Beauregard Regiment, Louisiana Militia. 


HEADQUARTERS FORCES OF Bayou Macon, 
Floyd, La., May 12, 1862. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that late on the evening of Sat- 
urday, the 9th instant, I received information at Delhi, La., that the 
enemy in force had established themselves at Caledonia, on Williams’ 
plantation, occupying the back yard, negro quarters, and other defen- 
sive positions. I proceeded at once to the scene of action, arriving at 
noon on Sunday. I learned through the outposts that the enemy had 
divided at Caledonia, and were marching on Pin Hook from two direc- 
tions in columns of 300 men each. Captain [W. H.] Corbin, commanding 
a small force of some 130 men, consisting of detachments from several 
companies, learning that an attempt was being made to attack him 
simultaneously in front and rear, fell back, made a circuit, and with a 
part of his command ambushed that column of the enemy which was 
marching on Pin Hook by what is called the Hill road, running along 
the bank of Bayou Macon. He attacked them at a suitable point, 
killiug 12 or 13 and wounding as many more, losing but 1 man, and 
driving the enemy back in disorder. Captain [John] McKoin, command- 
ing the remainder of Captain Corbin’s command—consisting of Captain 
MeKoin’s company and a detachment of a company in course of organi- 
gation under Captain [John] MeNeil—aware, from the nature of the | 
country, that his rear was exposed, judged it expedient to fall back 
toward Floyd. I directed him to take position at Pin Hook, protecting 
his rear with-a strong guard. ; : 

Shortly afterward the enemy appeared in force approaching Pin Hook 
iby the road leading from Chambliss’, or Lane’s Ferry. They were al- 
lowed to approach within 60 yards, when we opened fire upon them. 
They retreated in disorder about half a mile, but rallied, deploying skir- 
anishers on each side of the road, firing briskly for about three-quarters 
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of an hour. J kept our men concealed and well protected by trees and 
houses, returning their fire only when it could be done effectually, and 
suffering no injury. At dark the enemy drew off, retiring in some con- 
fusion across the Macon. They have since made no demonstrations of 
any kind. The force of the enemy was estimated at between 800 and 
1,000. Ours did not exceed 250 men. 

Our loss was 2 killed and 2 captured. That of the enemy, as near as 
I can ascertain, was near, if not quite, 50 in killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing, among whom were 1 lieutenant killed and 1 wounded. Three pris- 
oners were captured, with six Belgium rifles with equipments. 

It gives me pleasure to be able to speak in terms of praise of the 
skill and courage displayed, respectively, by Captains Corbin, McKoin, 
MeNeil, and Johnson; and to Capt. John B. Williams, whose familiar 
acquaintance with the country and prompt action was of great ad- 
vantage to me, | am largely indebted for the success of the day. The 
men behaved admirably, obeying orders implicitly and exhibiting an 
eagerness for the work before them and a courage in it highly to their, 
credit. 

Since the above was written, scouts have come in informing me that 
the enemy had retired across the Macon, destroying the bridge. But 
there is good reason to apprehend an attack lower down the bayou, and 
I am preparing to meet it. Should they attack in force, it will be diffi- 
cult to repel them, as my force is very small and there are several points 
to guard, making it necessary to divide almost into companies. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK A. BARTLETT, 
Colonel, Commanding Forces on Bayou Macon. 


Capt. SAMUEL BOYER DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MAY 10, 1863.—Attack on Fort Beauregard, La. 


Report of Lieut. Col. George W. Logan, Chalmette Regiment, Louisiana 
Militia. 
Fort BEAUREGARD, 
Harrisonburg, May 10, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: Four Federal gunboats came up this morning at 2 o'clock. 
They anchored at the mouth of the Bushley, and immediately sent a flag 
of truce. I dispatched Captain Benton and Lieutenant Blanchard to 
meet the flag and state that I would hold the fort forever. Lieuten- 
ant [William W.] Fowler represented the Federal Government. He in- 
formed us that Commodore [Selim E.] Woodworth commanded the fleet, 
and demanded the unconditional surrender of the fort and its surround- 
ings. If we did not accede to the demand, they would give us one hour 
to move the women and children out of the town. 

Captain Benton responded that the only answer he could give was 
that the fort would be defended at ail hazards, and that the women and 
children were already moved. 

The flag of truce returned, and an hour afterward three of the gun- 
boats began shelling. They have fired some 150 shots, but have done 
no damage, oniy knocking up some of the parapet. They have de- 
stroyed one house in the town. 


\ 
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We have fired but a few shots, as they are a little out of range, and 
_ are waiting for them to approach us to give them their deserts. Our 
firing is accurate, but falls short, and therefore 1 shall fire no more until 
they come nearer. Lieutenant Carter has this instant been Seriously 
wounded. 

We should have more troops between here and Alexandria. 

I shall hold the fort, with God’s blessing. 

Your obedient servant, in haste, 


GEO. WM. LOGAN, 
Tieutenant-Oolonel, Commanding Post. 


. Capt. SAMUEL BoYER DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Monroe, La. 


P. S.—6.15 p.m. The enemy has shelled us steadily until this time, 
but has this instant retired; I suppose for a little rest. 


MAY 11, 1863.—Raid on the New Orleans and Jackson Railroad, near 
Crystal Springs, Miss. 


Report of Col. Clark Wright, Sixth Missouri Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS SIxrH MiIssouRI CAVALRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Roach’s Plantation, May 11, 1863. 


COLONEL: I left this place at 6 a. m. this morning, and by a cireuit- 
ous route reached the Jackson and New Orleans Railroad, with some 
200 men, 14 miles north of Crystal Springs, distant 25 miles. I at once 
placed one-half of the command in the best position for defense that the 
circumstances would admit, and with the other half proceeded to destroy 
the telegraph lineand railroad. I took out 14 miles of wire, and burned 
it on top of three bridges I destroyed. I cut the road by tearing up the 
rails at three points. I burned out one culvert, and warped the rails 
materially at two points by building large fires on them. In the aggre- 
gate, 14 miles of road is destroyed, and will require at least five or six 
days to repair it. I burned some one hundred and twenty-five bales of 
cotton, marked C. 8. A., paroled 18 citizens, and captured 15 prisoners 
and a number of mules and horses brought to camp. I learned that 
some 4,500 troops had passed up to Jackson from Port Hudson within 
the last four days, on the railroad, and about the same number by land, 
or marching. 

Within the last ten days they have called in all the forces to Jackson 
from the surrounding country. (ate 

I am now in the same camp I left this morning. Have marched 50 
miles to day, in addition to the labor performed and above specified. 
My command is worn down by incessant labor for the last twenty days 
and nights, and would respectfully ask permission to rest men and 
horses tor one day. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLARK WRIGHT, 
Colonel, Commanding Sixth Missouri Cavalry Volunteers. 


Lieut Col. JoHN A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Tennessee. 
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MAY 11-15, 1863.—Expedition from La Grange, Tenn., to Panola, Miss., 
and skirmishes (11th) at Coldwater and (14th) at Walnut Hill, Miss. 


REPORTS, 


No, 1.—Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavalry, commanding Cavalry Brigade. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C.S, Army, commanding military district, of 
skirmish (14th). 


No. 1. 


Report of Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavalry, commanding Cav- 
alry Brigade. 


LA GRANGE, TENN., May 16, 1863. 

CAPTAIN: Complying with Brigadier-General Smith’s order to pro- 
ceed with my command to the neighborhood of Panola, Miss., attack 
General Chalmers’ (Confederate) forces if found, and procure all the 
mules and horses in my way, and not to be absent, if possible, more 
than four days, moved from camp at La Grange, May 11, with 500 of 
the Second lowa Cavalry, 350 of the Sixth Iowa Infantry, and three 
2-pounders of the First Ulinois Artillery, southwest toward Tallaloosa, 
at the same time sending 150 men of the Seventh Lllinois Cavalry south 
of Ripley, to cover any flank movement from Okolona. Near the eress- 
ing of Coldwater came upon Major [A. H.] Chalmers’ (Confederate) bat- 
talion, which my advance routed, capturing 3 prisoners. Camped that 
night 5 miles west of Holly Springs. 

Marched the following day south, and camped nearChulahema. Learn- 
ing that night that General Chalmers was expected at Senatobia, 
marched rapidly on the morning of the 13th to that place. J'ound there 
only a company of the enemy, of whom we captured 6 prisoners and 
the telegraph operator at that point. Pushing my advance to the neigh- 
borhood of Sardis, and not finding the enemy in force, dispatched parties 
in all directions to accumulate animals. By 3 o’clock in the afternoon, 
having brought in about 600 animals, resumed my march toward La 
Grange, camping about 7 miles from Senatobia, on Jim Wolf Creek. 

About 2 o’clock of the morning of the 14th, the enemy made an at- 
tack upon my pickets, evidently intending to surprise the camp, and 
were handsomely repulsed by the pickets. At daylight they again 
made a more spirited attack, but our pickets having been strongly re- 
enforced, drove the enemy back ; and supposing this was the last attack, 
took up my line of march north, drawing in the pickets, which the en- 
emy followed up quickly with his artillery, shelling the swamp my 
command was passing through, giving mie considerable annoyance. 
Moving the Second Iowa to the rear to fight, I learned the enemy was 
moving north on a parallel road to the one I was on, with the evident 
intention of getting upon my left flank; I moved steadily forward. The 
enemy again attacked ine at Walnut Hill, striking the left flank of my 
rear guard, charging spiritedly upon two companies of rifles of the Sec- 
ond Iowa Cavalry, who repulsed the enemy, driving them out of the 
town. When near the crossing of the Hecula,5 miles north of Walnut 
Hill, the enemy again attacked, having pushed up three pieces of artil- 
lery on the hills commanding the swamp, at about a mile distance, and 
began shelling the command, creating a stampede among the led ani- 
mals and negroes. Leaving one-half of the command to take care of 
the led animals, I moved rapidly to the rear to fight, deploying on the 
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first high ground toward the enemy, opening with two of the 2-pounders 
on their guns, and pushing my skirmishers and line forward to a good 
position, and having but 450 men to fight (it required one-half of my 
command to take care of the animals) against from what I could ascer- 
tain from prisoners was from 1,000 to 2,000 men. One of the enemy’s 
guns getting into position in a point of woods on my right, gave me 
considerable trouble until we drove it from its position with the 
2-pounders and skirmishers. I here awaited the enemy’s attack, who 
continued shelling the road and woods in the swamp. 

An hour having passed, and my led animals having crossed the stream, 
and safe from the enemy’s shells, and the enemy declining to attack, I 
crossed the bridge and did not destroy it, meaning to allow Chalmers 
to cross one-half of his command and then attack him. Waiting some 
time, and finding that the enemy did not follow, I pushed rapidly to 
the Coldwater, which point, I had every reason to believe, the enemy 
had sent a force to hold, but I hoped to crush it before Chalmers could 
come up. On reaching this crossing, there was evidence that the force 
we had expected to contest the passage had decamped hurriedly, mov- 
ing west. Camped that night near Coldwater. During the night many 
of the negroes, for some reason, either from the fear that the camp would 
be shelled or from hunger—it being impossible for us to furnish food— 
escaped with animals, some returning south, others pushing for our 
lines. I marched to La Grange on the 15th. We captured about 600 
mules and horses. The weather being very warm, and the marches long 
and rapid, nearly 100 of our old horses were abandoned. ‘The casualties 
are 2 men missing, one of them probably killed; 2 seriously wounded, 
and 5 horses killed.* My skirmishers punished the enemy severely. 
The command marched about 160 miles. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel Second Iowa Cavalry, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. WiLLIAM H. MorGaAn, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 2. 


Report of Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C. 8S. Army, commanding 
Military District, of skirmish (14th). 


NEAR LOOXAHOMA, MISS., 
; May 16, 1863. 

After making a forced march Wednesday night (13th), I overtook 
Hatch’s force, about 1,100 strong, at Temperance Hall; pursued him for 
12 miles without being able to force a general engagement. Captured 12 
of his men and some horses, and killed and wounded afew. At 2 o’clock 
next morning movéd to Cockrum’s Cross-Roads, where the Third and 
Ninth llinois Cavalry, with two 12-pounder howitzers, were camped. 
“They left before my arrival. I followed them across Coldwater in direc- 
tion of Germantown, to within 8 miles of that place; captured 4 and 


“killed and wounded about 20. 
JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier- General. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, Canton. 


— 


* List.of casualties shows 2 men wounded and 2 missing. 
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MAY 12, 1863.—Engagement at Raymond, Miss. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. 8. Army, commanding Seventeenth Army 
Corps. 

No. 2.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces. 

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. John E. Smith, U. 8. Army, commanding First Brigade, Third 
Division, including operations May 1-June 4. 

No. 4.—Lieut. Col. William P. Davis, Twenty-third Indiana Infantry, meluding 

operations to Jnne 4. 

5.—Col. Manning F. Force, Twentieth Ohio Infantry, Second Brigade. 

No. 6.—Brig. Gen. John D. Stevenson, U. 8. Army, commanding Third Brigade, 
including operations May 4-July 4. 

No. 7.—Colonel Franklin Campbell, Eighty-first INinois Infantry, including opera- 
tions to July 4. ees 

No. 8.—Brig. Gen. Marcellus M. Crocker, U. 8. Army, commanding Seventh Division, 
including operations May 2-17. 

No. 9.—Col. John B. Sanborn, Fourth Minnesota Infantry, commanding First Bri- 
gade, including operations April 21—May 23. 

No. 10.—Capt. John S. Foster, Fourth Independent Company Ohio Cavalry, com- 
manding cavalry battalion, including operations April 25-May 23. 

No. 11.—Brig. Gen. John Gregg, C. S. Army, commanding Confederate forces. 

No. 12.—Col. C. H. Walker, Third Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 13.—Lieut. Col. James J. Turner, Thirtieth Tennessee Infantry, commanding 
Tenth and Thirtieth Tennessee. 

No. 14.—Col. R. Farquharson, Forty-first Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 15.—Lieut. Col. T. W. Beaumont, Fiftieth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 16.—Maj. 8S. H. Colms, First Tennessee Battalion. 

No. 17.—Col. H. B. Granbury, Seventh Texas Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. 8S. Army, commanding 
Seventeenth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Raymond, Miss., May 12, 1863. 

GENERAL: We met the enemy, about 6,000 strong, commanded by 
Brigadier-General Gregg, at a point 24 miles west of this place, where 
they were posted and fully prepared to receive us. After a sharp and 
severe contest of about ‘three hours’ duration, in which Major-General 
Logan’s division was chiefly engaged, the enemy were driven back and 
retreated precipitately, passing out of this town on the Jackson road, 
Edwards Depot road, and Gallatin road. 

The rough and impracticable nature of the country, filled with ravines 
and dense undergrowth, prevented anything like an effective use of 
artillery or a very rapid pursuit. Our loss has been pretty severe in 
General John HE, Smith’s and General Dennis’ brigades, though I think 
250 will cover the total killed, wounded, and missing. ‘The loss of the 
enemy is fully as heavy, if not more so than ours. Thereare over 80 of 
their wounded in town, besides the number left on the battle-field and 


*See also general reports of Grant and Pemberton, and McPherson’s and Logan’s 
reports of the battle of Port Gibson. 


. 
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picked up by our men. We disabled two of the enemy’s guns, one by 
bursting, which fell into our possession, and captured about 100 pris- 
oners. We have to mourn the loss of Colonel Richards, of the Twen- 
tieth Ilinois, who was killed while gallantly encouraging his men, 
_ Col. Ed. 8. McCook, Thirty-first Illinois, was wounded in the foot. 
These, as far as I know, are the only casualties of the field officers. 
As soon as the returns are in, I will give you full particulars. Two 
rebel colonels are known to have been killed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. B. McPHERSON, 
; Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT. 


No. 2. 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces engaged at Raymond, Miss., 
May 12, 1863. 


[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, &c.] 


ille ad Captured 
Talled. Wounded. or missing. 
qd A | 
o oO [3] . 
Command. Ey z g 3 
S) a ® a a) Q H 
S | B= o Ea oo 
q a c=) A a A on 
° i 2) R o Fy x 
SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. James B. McPurrson. 
Cavalry Battalion. 
Capt. JOHN S. Fosrer. 
Ode llinoimeayvalry. Companies: Av anGuh:*>s m2 tapijene- lle soese (ese vets ees o|senexis |p cwine|teange|oncwete 
AEM I SsOUnl Cavaily,, COMPANY: We io- = deine cm sy aie cine ofetwre nie ale wine a erste see I erete ehaisl feteetates 2 
Ohio Cavalry, (4th Company) *....-....--.- Bana are oe Nia stu ered tect Sifie weak ile a mia mere Cr ee ee 
Potak@avaley Battalion tq <<. sos-ssssecicw- alsss0ce<eyo+- 0's eee Tosa uveaeeeee 2 
THIRD DIVISION. ‘ i 
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. LOGAN. 
First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Joun FE. SMiru. 
PHU LURMMONS sia eee tsa feickc Mates sess sews see <6 sree 4 3 14 4 64 | see 1 86 
Sse aE ELON wets were syoisi tates veins einen 1 2 (RNA Esl recere 7 
Poh NO cto 0 oaamer iain aicee 2 see ne's lease ste 2 Wa entem ey 1 17 
TICE TET TG) SR oe ate Re he eitate ate Dales ete pe aa rooe) Mane spars 10 
pacctramliry OAM ae Mee eae Cle Sai aya diatcinlatole sca ttininw sisslala"= «/a 1 15 2 74 2 21 5 
BRO Me TOO) cravat orate Sala ole sie ee ia awl as @ alesse 4 31 10 165 2 2 A 28 £288 
Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Evias 8. DENNIS. | 
GONETS: UNE | Shs Sac epg ee a CEE ISDE EMEC EE ae ae hacen Donel Camere esos 1 |.-----|------ 3 
20th Ghio OEE MEN Sara aba Neel aia sie ce a ule veis slo's savin seis e's == 10 2 56 Pe aon eee arte 68 
Geta nteh, EAs ESOS SRR e eu O Re Renee ce =a SOroe lees Ree eee eco Dial Rereaiai emeitats . 
TEU ONL OM ae ee eae ee ie eee orale ae Sie 9s al wiocteaiomiseatidnemedi|sese nel ss oe a TESA Le 
Mofali Second Brigade. 2.2.2.4 -.-+-2-~2=-se<se---=-|2<---- 10 2) 73 |-.---+)------ 85 


* No loss reported. 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces engaged at Raymond, Miss., §-c.—Continued. 


A Captured 
Killed. Wounded. | 9> inissin g. 
g Gs g 
Command. a A FS g 
a a 
o) S o) =| S A <q 
Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN D. STEVENSON. 
Sou Mull Ose selena wee cieeenins eae e eines eminence 1 7 1 18" | eee eet 27 
USGL OLS ome eretefe eis oars cia etmisinlaisleiw'al's le wlete's]siale'ciniala oiwetaialel [omiae rare 1 2 a! anes 5 15 
Tut NEISSOUTI: seisene sees clsmie aie cic ce ass some vinlelsiute etele etwiae 2 7 2 DOM ewer 7 3 
SOG EGO tae saree erie SR ce Bane Ree ERE RE BAAe acta Sel Asan | tase. oe ac cbsisey oes BANS eee haoecs 
Total Third Brigade ...-......-- ates dintersioiee ore seterate 3 15 5 SOU seaaae 12 115 
Artillery. 

ist Llimoislacht Artillery, Battery D*. a. sss. can mises sence sie ee|o~ sale] m= aia) eralee tate ee rell eee 
Michigan Light Artillery, 8th Battery ..-................|------|------|------ Dh SS ise 1 
Oniodight Ariilory, od: Battery *% seece ccm eiissectem cl enc caaa nel o> =n. estes neeten| eee S22 hosees 
ENG CALMAT tN OIoycsec os coe <eiats Caeser orto adeee ssee scl saeeer ireemas Meese eet ide 1 
Motale nied Division. c.-scatstea ucts eases tecere 7| 56| 17| 319| 2| 35| 436 
Sevens (Crocker’s) Division} occere va astec ver somsealciemelesmmas Ql sees 2 sees Saas 4 
Grea total 5 ee ea aieeiaistesace sects slaecleiecteee es 7 59 17 | 322 2 35 442 


OFFICERS KILLED.—Wlinois: Capt. Frank Leeper, Eighth Infantry, and Lieut. Col. Evan Richards, 
Capt. Victor H. Stevens, and Lieut. William S. Sears, Twentieth Infantry. Indiana: Lieut. Henry 
C. Deitz, Twenty-third Infantry. Missouri: Lieuts. John Lamb and John W. Barrett, Seventh In- 
fantry. 


No. 3. 


Report of Brig. Gen. John E. Smith, U. 8S. Army, commanding First 
Brigade, Third Division, including operations May 1-June 4. 


HpqQrs. Ist BRIGADE, 3D DIVISION, 17TH ARMY CORPS, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., June 23, 1863. 


Mason: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the First Brigade since the battle of Thompson’s Hill, near 
Port Gibson, Miss., on the Ist of May, 1863 (a report of which I had 
the honor to transmit soon after), to June 4, 1863: 

On the 2d day of May, about 10 a. m., I received orders from Major- 
General Grant to move out with my command and cross the south fork 
of Bayou Pierre, at the ford about 35 miles east of Port Gibson, and 
gain the main road from Port Gibson to Vicksburg, which I accom- 
plished about 2 p. m., halting near the residence of the rebel Col. B. 
G. Humphreys, Twenty-first Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. I found 
no enemy, but discovered in store about 7,000 or 8,000 pounds of bacon, 
which was secured and distributed to the troops. This proved a valu- 
able acquisition to our limited supplies. 

The division having crossed at Port Gibson, now, 5 p. m., moved up. 


*No loss reported. 

t Held mainly in reserve. The following-named regiments appear to have been the 
most actively employed: Forty-eighth and Fifty-ninth Indiana, Tenth Missouri, and 
Eightieth Ohio. : 
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At this point I fell in with my command and moved with it. Biv- 
ouacked on the north fork of Bayou Pierre, near the Grindstone Ford. 
The suspension bridge at this place, which had been fired and nearly 
destroyed by the enemy, was promptly repaired, through the energy of 
the division commander, and made ready for the crossing of troops by 
4 o’clock of the morning of the 3d, at which time, having the advance, 
I crossed with my command. We moved up the opposite slope by 
flank until we reached the residence of an intelligent planter, who as- 
sured us thai there was no enemy in the vicinity, they having all passed 
the day before. I had not moved far before a field piece posted in a 
commanding position, and masked by the heavy woods which covered 
the summit of the hill, opened fire with shell. I immediately deployed 
into line on both sides of the road, throwing forward a heavy line of 
skirmishers. While in line, 3 men of the Twenty-third Indiana were 
wounded by ashell. Cavalry were at this time sent forward to recon- 
noiter. Receiving orders, I also moved forward in line to the summit: 
of the hill, without any further resistance. 

The cavalry returning, reported the enemy in full retreat. A halt 
was now ordered to rest the men, who were exhausted by the fatiguing 
march in line up a steep ascent, broken by deep ravines,.and in many 
places through dense growths of cane. Having thrown out pickets 
while resting my command, brisk firing was heard on my left, in the 
direction of the post stationed on the road leading to the residence of 
Alfred Ingraham. I ascertained that our pickets were attacked, and 
immediately ordered the Thirty-first Hlinois, Colonel McCook command- 
ing, to their support, where they soon became sharply engaged. Being 
in heavy timber, it was impossible to estimate the number of the enemy, 
who were thought to be in force. Asa precautionary measure, [ ordered 
the Forty-fifth Illinois, Colonel Maltby, on the left, and the Twenty- 
third Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, on the right, to the support 
of Colonel McCook, and, after a spirited skirmish, succeeded in dis- 
lodging the enemy, who hastily retreated on the Grand Gulf and Vicks- 
burg road, leaving their dead on the field. Our casualties were 2 slightly 
wounded. c 

We halted for a short time near the residence of Professor Ingraham, 
where on the following day Major-General McClernand had his head- 

quarters. ‘In pursuance of orders from Major-General McPherson, I 
moved toward Grand Gulf, and reached the intersection of the main 
road from Grand Gulf to Vicksburg, where I received orders to join 
the division, moving toward Hankinson’s Ferry, on the Big Black. I 
arrived there, after a fatiguing march of 19 miles, at 11 p. m. 

Bivoucked near Hankinson’s Ferry three days, giving the men ample 
time to rest and clean themselves, which they needed very much after 
the severe marches in the heat and dust, which at times was suffocat- 
ing. Nearly one-third of the command at this time had no shoes, having 
- worn them out on the march, and in consequence were very foot-sore. 
This, together with their want of supplies, which at times were very 
short, were subjects of pleas ies with the men, who consoled them- 
selves with the prospect of a fight every other day to make amends for 
their privations. 

In compliance with orders, when about 3 miles from Raymond, about 
10 a.m. of the 12th, I formed in line on the right of the road, moving the 
Thirty-first Illinois by the flank to protect the right of the brigade, and 
throwing forward to the right and front a heavy line of skirmishers. 
The enemy’s advance were discovered posted in a ravine, protected. by 
the dense timber and undergrowth, and also by a branch of Fourteen- 
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Mile Creek—at times a considerable stream with steep banks—but now 
with only about 24 feet of water, and affording an excellent cover for 
the enemy. With all these advantages of position in his favor, our 
skirmishers advanced steadily to the attack, the line also advancing as 
follows: The Twenty-third Indiana on the right, the Forty-fifth Illinois, 
the One hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois, and the Twentieth Hlinois. 
The Thirty-first Illinois was still marching by the flank on the right 
through the woods. The Twenty-third Indiana, being in advance of 
the line, were suddenly attacked by the unseen foe. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, finding his command exposed without sup- 
port, withdrew, and formed on the right of the Twentieth Illinois. The 
enemy, rushing forward, encountered the Iorty-fifth Illinois, thinking 
they were alone, and attempted to cut them off, but Colonel McCook, of 
the Thirty-first, had, unperceived by the enemy, moved upon their flank, 
and opened fire upon them with such effect that they were driven from 
’ the right, and massed their forces in the center, evidently endeavoring 
to cut through, but here they were opposed by the Twentieth Illinois, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Richards commanding, on the left of the brigade, 
and the Twentieth Ohio, Colonel Force commanding, on the right of the 
Second, who maintained their positions under a galling fire nearly two 
hours. ; 

Among the bravest of the brave who fell at this point was Lieut. Col. 
Hi. Richards, commanding the Twentieth Illinois. This regiment, their 
ammunition nearly expended, and one-third of their number killed and 
wounded, was relieved by the Highth Illinois, who proved themselves 
worthy successors of the Twentieth Illinois. 

The line from the Twentieth Ohio, on the right of the Second Brigade, 
to my right, now the Thirty-first Illinois, sustained the attack of the 
whole of the enemy’s forces. The line was ordered forward and charged, 
which they did handsomely, completely routing the enemy, who fled 
precipitately through Raymond, leaving their dead and wounded on the 
field. General Gregg sent in a verbal request, under a flag of truce, for 
permission to carry off his wounded, which was not granted. I was now’ 
ordered to form column by regiments and move to Raymond as rapidly 
as possible. Arriving there, we were halted. 

Too much praise cannot be awarded to the men and officers of the 
lirst Brigade, as well as the Twentieth Ohio, of the Second Brigade, 
and the Highth Illinois, of the Third Brigade, who were under my ob- 
servation, for their gallant conduct ip this engagement. 

Among the many brave men who were wounded, I regret the loss, 
temporarily, of Colonel McCook’s valuable services, and trust that he 
will soon be able to resume his duties. Colonel Maltby, of the Forty- 
fifth Illinois, although so unwell that he was obliged to ride in an am- 
bulance, as soon as the enemy was known to be in force to dispute 
advance, mounted his horse and assumed command of his regiment. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, of the Twenty-third Indiana, handled his 
regiment admirably, seconded by his adjutant, Lieutenant Gleason. 

To my staff, Captain [Wimer] Bedford, assistant adjutant-general ; 
Captain [Milton H.] Lydick, Lieutetfants [Syria M.] Budlong and 
[Joseph W.] Miller, { am much indebted for the efficient manner in 
which my orders were executed. 

The casualties of this engagement have been already reported. 

Bivouacked near Raymond. Moved with the division on the 13th, 
and bivouacked at Clinton. 

On the 14th, moved with division on the Jackson road. The Seventh 
Division became engaged with the enemy near Jackson, and, in pursu- 
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ance of orders, I formed my brigade in column by regiments, ready to 
support it. They having repulsed the enemy, I was ordered forward on 
the Canton road, and had proceeded about 2 miles when the order was 
pe remand, and I went into a camp designated on the west side of 
the city. 

On the 15th, moved with division toward Clinton. 

On the 16th, moved with division, and, after marching about 3 miles, 
was ordered to form on the right of the road, to the right and rear of De 
Golyer’s battery, in two lines, the Twenty-third Indiana, Twentieth Ili- 
nois, and Thirty-first Illinois in front, and the Forty-fifth and One hun. 
dred and twenty-fourth Llinois in second line. 

_In pursuance of orders, moved forward to the right of the Second 
Brigade, and halted near a ravine about 300 yards from the crest of the 
hill. Two companies of skirmishers were deployed to the right, and 
ordered to take possession of the woods. The Forty-fifth and Twenty- 
third Indiana were ordered forward to support Rogers’ battery, posted 
near the edge of the woods on the ridge. They advanced to the brow 
of the hill, and gained cover in a ravine in front of the enemy and on 
the right of the Second Brigade, where they did good service, and as- 
sisted materially in repulsing the attack of the enemy on the Second 
Brigade. 

I then moved the Twentieth, Thirty-first, and One hundred and twenty- 
fourth Illinois to the right, and, discovering the enemy in the ravine, I 
ordered a charge, which was promptly made by the last-named regi- 
ment, completely routing the enemy’s left, who fled in the greatest dis- 
order, leaving about 1,100 prisoners and a battery of six guns in our 
possession. The Forty-third Alabama and Thirty-first Georgia were 
captured nearly entire. 

The center being hotly pressed, I moved my command up by the 
flank in double lines, and remained in position until the enemy were 
entirely routed on the right and center, when I was ordered to take a 
position on the road to Edwards Station. 

Where all did so well it would be hard to discriminate ; all was done 
that bravery could accomplish. My staff above named were efficient 
and cool in the hottest of the fight. Bivouacked near Baker’s Creek. 

On the 17th, moved with division, and bivouacked about 1 mile from 
Black River Bridge, and assisted in building a bridge across the Big 
Black River. Crossed the river at 1 p.m. on the Bridgeport and Vicks- 
burg road. Was detained by General Sherman’s command, which was 
in advance. Marched about 10 miles and bivouacked on the roadside. 

On the 19th, moved with division in the direction of Vicksburg, and 
arrived within 2 miles about 11 a. m., where we were halted and ordered 
to form in two lines on the left of the road, in a deep ravine. We re- 
mained here a short time, then advanced and took possession of the 
road in our front, keeping skirmishers thrown well in our front. Our 
next position was across the road to the right of our first position, mov- 
ing by the flank, to avoid a deep ravine, that was impassable. Our skir- 
mishers still advancing, gained the white house in front of Fort Hill. 
I was, however, ordered to close the line on General Ransom’s left, and 
follow his command to the next ridge above the white house, our skir- 
mishers still driving the enemy, who finally retired behind their intrench- 
ments. Here I remained until the morning of the 20th, when I received 
orders to move to the left and occupy the grounds around the white 
house in front of Fort Hill. The skirmishers did excellent service by 
keeping the rebel guns silenced, and keeping down their sharpshooters. 
Our guns were brought forward within 300 yards of the rebel works, 
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and Captain De Golyer, by his daring and intrepidity, put one of his guns 
in position within 150 yards. 

Lieut. H. C. Foster, Twenty-third Indiana, in command of the skir- 
mishers, was untiring during the siege. Both by day and night he was 
at his post, and many of the rebels are indebted to him for their final 
account. 

At 10 a.m. of the 22d a general assault was ordered. In compliance 
with this order to move in quick time with fixed bayonets, and not to 
fire until the enemy’s works were reached, at 10.15 a. m., as soon as the 
batteries had ceased firing, I ordered the Twenty-third Indiana and 
Twentieth Illinois to move down, under cover of the wood, by the flank, 
and, when the salient of Fort Hill was reached, to file to the right, under 
the dead space of the parapet, this seeming to be the most practicable 
way of reaching the rifle-pits. But the Twenty-third, after filing off 
the length of the regiment, found it impossible to proceed, owing to the 
nature of the ground. A deep ravine was revealed in their front, cov- 
ered with a heavy abatis, and in which they were exposed to a galling 
fire, which they were not permitted to return. They sheltered them- 
selves by the inequalities of the ground, and were ordered to retire by 
companies. 

Finding this way impossible, the Twentieth was ordered to proceed on 
the road and gain the curtain of the left salient on our front, supported - 
by the Forty-fifth Illinois in reserve. This point was gained under a 
_ heavy fire from the enemy, but the ditch and parapet was too high, and 
the effort was ineffectual. The Twentieth lllinois wasordered to get un- 
der cover of a ridge on the opposite side of the road and wait for further 
orders. In the mean time the assault had failed, not for want of sup- 
port but the impossibility of getting over the obstructions on the right 
of Fort Hill, and the ditch and parapet in front on the road being too 
high, which would have kept the men so long under fire that they would 
have inevitably been sacrificed without accomplishing the object. About 
2p. m. the same day, in pursuance of orders from division headquarters, 
I made a second attempt to assault the enemy’s works from the front, 
on the main road. Although there is not a regiment in the brigade 
that I have not the fullest confidence in, yet as the Forty-fifth Illinois 
had not been under fire, and knowing that they would go wherever I 
ordered and where it was possible to go (their conduct since is ample 
testimony), I ordered them in advance, to be immediately supported by 
Colonel Force, Twentieth Ohio, of the Second Brigade, who was assigned 
to me for that duty (under the previous instructions, to move forward 
with fixed bayonets, and not fire until they had gained the enemy’s 
works). The order was given to advance, and they were soon exposed 
to the fire of the whole of the rebel line, killing and wounding many at 
the head of the column (among them Maj. L. H. Cowen, who was in com- 
mand of the regiment), when they filed off under cover of the ridge oc- 
cupied by the Twentieth Illinois. The Twentieth Ohio was not ordered 
forward, as I became satisfied that the obstacles could not be overcome 
without sacrificing probably my whole command. It was here Captain 
Bedford, my assistant adjutant-general, was severely wounded by my 
side while assisting me‘in the discharge of my duties. The Twentieth 
and Forty-fifth Illinois remained in their position on the opposite side 
of the road, in front of the principal curtain of the fort, twenty-four 
hours, when they were withdrawn. Since then a regular system of ap- 
proaches has been commenced. The command has been constantly on 
duty, when not in the rifle-pits, throwing up works to be used for attack 
or defense, as occasion might require. 
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The casualties of this brigade on the 22d were 8 kil 2 
wounded, which has already been reported. Since and ates the lath 
instant, the Twenty-third Indiana has lost 1 killed and 7 wounded; 
the Twentieth Illinois, ; the Thirty-first Illinois, 1 killed and 4 
wounded; the Forty-fifth Illinois, 1 killed and 1 wounded: and the 
One hundred and twenty-fourth Ilinois, 1 killed and 2 wounded. 

The patient endurance of the men while on the march, their un- 
daunted courage in battle, the unflinching steadiness and unwavering 
determination exhibited: by them when under the fire of the enemy can. 
not be too highly commended. The patriotic spirit evinced by them in 
all their actions clearly demonstrates their faith in the justice of their 
cause, and renders them fearless and invincible. 

The Federal Union should congratulate herself that she has in the 
field men who, in many hard-fought battles, have proved themselves 
as soldiers unsurpassed in intelligence and heroic bravery, men who 
hold their lives as nothing in comparison to the preservation of the 
Union and the maintenance of the supremacy of the American Consti- 
tution over the entire land. An army composed of such material, im- 
bued with the spirit of justice and liberty, must and will be victorious. 


Respectfully submitted. 
JOHN E. SMITH, 


_ Brig. Gen., Comdg. 1st Brigade, 3d Division, 17th Army Corps. 
Maj. R. R. TOWNES, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 4. 


Report of Lieut. Col. William P. Davis, Twenty-third Indiana Infantry, 
including operations to June 4. 


In REAR OF VICKSBURG, MISss., June 4, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Twenty-third Regiment Indiana Volunteers in the battles 
of Raymond, Champion’s Hill, Jackson, and Vicksburg, up to the present 


date: 
BATTLE OF RAYMOND. 


At 12 o’clock a. m. of May 12, the Twenty-third Regiment Indiana 
Volunteers was ordered to take position upon the right of the main 
road, on the right of the brigade. Having taken this position, we 
moved forward in line of battle, across open fields, to the edge of some 
’ timber, distant about half a mile. The regiment was here haited for 
a few moments, and was then ordered to move by the right flank into 
the timber, my left resting on the edge of the field. This position being 
taken, it was then moved forward in line of battle, Company G being 
thrown out as skirmishers in front and upon the right flank, with in- 
structions to keep constantly in sight of the regiment. I reached a 
creek, which was almost impassable, the banks being nearly perpendic- 
ular, and covered with dense undergrowth. With much difficulty the 
regiment crossed it and moved forward a short distance. I halted about 
50 yards from the base of a hill in niy front, when, not seeing the balance 
of the line upon my left, I immediately sent to ascertain its position. 

At this time I received your order for the skirmishers to be thrown 
farther to the right. While this was being executed, we were attacked 
upon our right and front by the enemy in column, consisting of four 
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lines. Owing to the denseness of the thicket, our skirmishers were ad- 
vanced but a short distance before the enemy was upon them, advanc- 
ing rapidly down the hill in our front. They opened fire from each line 
in succession, and at the same time that portion on our right fired a 
volley and charged. Upon our first discovery of them, we opened fire 
and continued until they were within bayonet reach. Not having time 
to fix our bayonets, we attempted to beat them back with our muskets, 
but, being overpowered by numbers, we were obliged to fall back, which 
we did in good order, to the creek. Here the same difficulty occurred 
as before in crossing. Upon regaining the opposite bank, and finding 
it difficult to form my line, I moved out of the woods and formed on 
the Twentieth Illinois Regiment, which was occupying a position in the 
edge of the field, and upon which we had previously formed our line. 
We remained in this position, sustaining a heavy fire, for about one 
and a half hours, when the enemy began to fall back. 

At this time a portion of the Third Brigade took position on our 
right and charged, we joining them in it, the énemy hastily leaving the 
field. Soon after, and while the enemy were retreating on the right- 
hand road, a section of Rogers’ battery was ordered forward to fire 
upon them. The regiment was then ordered to a position in a skirt of 
timber on the left of and to support the artillery, and resting upon the 
left-hand road. The brigade being shortly afterward formed into col- 
umn by regiments, my command took its proper position and marched 
into Raymond, where it camped for the night. 


BATTLE OF JACKSON. 


At about 9 a.m. May 14, we reached the scene of action, which was 
about 3 miles from Jackson, upon the Vicksburg and Jackson road. Soon 
after our arrival, the brigade was formed into column by regiments, the 
Twenty-third Indiana being on the right, in rear of and acting as a sup- 
port to the Seventh Division. The enemy having been routed by the 
Seventh Division, we were ordered in pursuit upon the Canton road, but 
had only proceeded a short distance when the order was countermanded, 
and we bivouacked at 8 p. m. near the Deaf and Dumb Asylum. 


BATTLE OF CHAMPION’S HILL. 


About 12 m. May 16, I received your order to move to the right of 
the main road, and take a position about a quarter of a mile distant in 
open ground, the remaining regiments of the brigade forming column 
in my rear. As soon as they obtained their positions, we moved for- 
ward a short distance and were halted. I then threw out as skirmish- 
ers my right company. As soon as they were in position, I received - 
your order to move forward by change of direction to the right, one 
fourth wheel, then forward. Passing through a hollow, we were halted 
on the side of an opposite hill, in order to fix bayonets. Isoon received 
orders to advance my regiment and take position on the right of the 
Forty-fifth Illinois Regiment, which was supporting Captain Rogers’ 
battery, which was posted upon the brow of the hill. This position 
being greatly exposed, we moved forward over the hill into timber, de- 
scending into a ravine and to the brow of a hill opposite, about 400 
yards distant. Here we found the enemy in force, and evidently pre- 
paring toadvance. We immediately opened fire upon him, and kept it 
up for nearly two hours, when he commenced falling back. We were 
immediately ordered forward over this hill, across a ravine, and to the 
top of another rise in our front. Here we remained, keeping up a con- 
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stant fire for about an hour, when the enemy retreated from the field 
in confusion, and soon afterward, by your order, I moved a short dis- 
tance to the left and took my position in the brigade, which was formed 
in double lines. After resting here a short time, the brigade was or- 
dered forward upon the main road, arriving at a point near Baker’s 
Creek. About 34 miles from Edwards Station we bivouacked for the 
night. . 
SIEGE OF VICKSBURG. 


TL arrived in the vicinity of the enemy’s works at 8 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of May 19, and was at once ordered to take position in an open field 
on the left of the main Vicksburg road. As soon as we had gotten this 
position, we were ordered forward across the field through a deep ra- 
vine, and to the top of a ridge upon the opposite side, here striking the 
main road again, which at this point had made a sharp turn to the left. 
Here we were halted, and we remained in line till 2 p. m., when, by your 
order, I moved forward over an open field, and to the edge of a cane- 
brake, halting a moment at this place to enable other regiments to take: 
their positions; then forward across another field and through a deep 
ravine to the brow of a timbered ridge, distant from the main road about 
one-quarter of a mile; then to the right along this ridge, descending 
into a deep ravine, over this ravine and to the top of an abrupt hill, 
into the edge of another field. We moved over this field to the right, 
and were halted in some timber on a ridge in front of one of the enemy’s 
forts, about 500 yards distant, and one-half mile from the main road at 
the point we occupied in the forenoon. While crossing over the last field, 
we were under a severe fire from the enemy’s batteries. We remained 
at this place till the afternoon of the 20th, when, by your order, we 
moved to the left, passing along under the brow of a ridge which ran 
nearly parallel to the enemy’s works, arriving upon the main road run- 
ning to the city, and near the white house. We remained here until 
10 o’clock on the morning of the 22d, when we received your order to 
move forward, joining in a charge upon the enemy’s works, which lay 
upon the Vicksburg road and about 300 yards from us, my regiment 
being ordered to move forward by the right flank on the road until 
within about 100 yards of the works, then file right, and move in this 
direction till my left was clear of the road. Filing to the right, we were 
obliged to pass over a ridge of ground which brought us in full view of 
the enemy’s rifle-pits, from which a murderous fire was opened upon us, 
killing and wounding 11, among them the commanding officer of the 
right company. ; 

Finding it impossible to get my position by this direction, | moved 
the regiment rapidly by the right flank a short distance, and obtained 
shelter from the enemy’s fire in a shallow ravine, which ran parallel to 
the road. We moved along in this ravine till our right became again 
exposed to the fire from the rifle-pits, and also to a fire from a battery 
which was posted upon our right, when I halted the regiment and im- 
mediately informed you of our position, and soon after received your 
order to withdraw by company, it being extremely hazardous to return 
in regular order of regiment. Upon the companies coming out, they 
formed in line, and, as soon as the regiment was formed, I was ordered 
to stack arms upon the left of the road and to await further orders. 
About 5 p. m., by your order, again moved down the road, and atter 
having passed about the length of the regiment beyond where we filed 
to the right in the morning, was halted, and in a short time I was 
ordered to return to my former position upon the roadside, where I 
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staid till the 27th, when we moved a short distance back upon the right 
of the road to a position which we still occupy. 

During these engagements both officers and men have behaved with 
their usual bravery and coolness. To Maj. H.C. Ferguson, Capt. George s 
S. Babbitt, and Lieut. Jesse T. Gleason, acting adjutant, I am especially 
indebted for their promptness in the execution of all orders. Sergt. 
Maj. David G. McCann has shown himself worthy the position he now _ 
holds. I cannot let the opportunity pass without speaking of the ad- 
mirable manner in which Sergt. George H. Goad, Company H, com- 
manding; Sergt. Francis M. Tubbs, Company G, commanding, and 
Corp]. William Mix, Company 1, commanding, handled their respective 
companies at Champion’s Hill. They proved themselves equal to the 
emergencies. Company I, Capt. B. F. Walter commanding, and Com- 
pany B, Lieut. Henry C. Foster (Company B) commanding, were de- 
ployed as skirmishers the day (19th) of our arrival here (Vicksburg), and 
are now (this being the sixteenth day) occupying a position about 75 
yards from the enemy’s principal fort near the white house. These 
companies deserve special praise and mention for their daring bravery 
and inealculable services in driving the enemy from this point and 
silencing the guns within the fort. 

I respectfully refer you to reports already submitted of casualties to 
May 23,inclusive. Inclosed find list from that date to June 4, inclusive. 

_[| WILLIAM P. DAVIS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,| 


Lieut. S. M. BUDLONG, Assistant Adjutant-Gen eral. 


No. 5. 


Report of Ool. Manning F. Force, Twentieth Ohio Infantry, Second 
Brigade. 


= ees: 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, on the morning of the 12th of 
May, the Twentieth Ohio marched as advance guard of the division, on 
the right side of the road to Raymond, with four companies (first, second, 
third, and fifth) deployed in‘front as skirmishers till the deployed line 
reached the edge of the timber bordering the Fourteen-Mile Creek; there 
the column was halted, the rebel battery on a hill beyond the creek 
throwing shell over the timber into the open field. I brought up the 
reserves upon the deployed line for shelter. The First Brigade after- 
ward marched over the field to the shelter of the woods, and rested upon 
and mingled with my skirmishers. 

While in this situation, I received orders to forward, and immediately 
a hot fire, with hurrahs, was heard infront. All the companies but the 
first and second quickly formed in line, advanced to a deep gully, and 
took position there. The second company (Ff, Capt. Harrison Wilson) 
assembled the skirmishers, formed, and marched by the flank under a 
very severe fire to its position in line, as quickly as if on parade. Com- 
pany A, Lieutenant Weatherby commanding, was so separated by the 
intervening brigade that it was impossible for it to form with the regi- 
ment. Lieutenant Weatherby reported to Colonel Dollins, command- 
ing Highty-first Illinois, and fought under him. Colonel Dollins gives 
emphatic report of the good conduct of this company. 

The fire was very hot and close. Private [Levi] Donaldson, of F, had 
his leg shattered by a rifle held within a foot of it. The enemy’s fire 
being silenced in about an hour, I advanced out of the gully across an 
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almost impenetrable tangle of logs and brush, a run waist-deep in some 
places, and a plowed field, up the hill where the enemy’s guns had been 
placed, and there halted and reported. I advanced with the brigade 
to Raymond in the evening, and marched the regiment out on picket. 

The Seventh Texas, which boasts that it never before gave way, was 
lying in ambush when the Twentieth Ohio first marched into the woods. 
With all its advantage of position, this regiment was slaughtered and 
driven. Twenty-three dead were found in half an acre in front of the 
line of the Twentieth ; 7 dead were found behind a log, which was pierced 
by seventy-two balls. One tree in front of my line was stripped and 
hacked near the root by balls, though not a mark was found more than 
2 feet above the ground. ; 

I cannot speak too highly of the behavior of officers and men. Not- 
withstanding the suddenness of the attack, the severity of the fire, and 
the necessity of maneuvering to form line; I did not see a mistake or 
any hesitation, nor enough excitement to interfere with immediate obe- 
dience to every command. If adwirable performance of duty under 
trying circumstances entitles one to honorable mention, every officer 
and man should be honorably mentioned. I can name Capt. Abraham 
Kaga, acting as field officer (two field officers being detached on staff 
duty), and First Lieut. J. B. Walker, acting adjutant, for their very effi- 
cient assistance; Capt. Harrison Wilson, for the excellent manner in 
which he assembled his skirmishers without confusion under fire and in 
the midst of a retreating regiment and marched them to position in line; 
Private John Canavan, of Company E, who in part led the company, 
when, by the wounding of Second Lieut. John Stevenson and death of 
First Sergeant [Byron] Selby, the company was left in command of the 
fifth sergeant ([Osborn H.] Oldroyd), lately appointed ; Corporal [ Will- 
iam H.} Borum (B), who insisted upon remaining in the ranks with a 
ball lodged in his throat, and Private —, of D, who returned from 
the hospital after his wounds were dressed, to carry water for the men. 

I think it proper also to mention hospital attendant Lawrence Green- 
man, of Company D, for persistent zeal in performance of his duties 
under fire. Private [Jacob] Cauter, of Company A, seeing a good op- 
portunity for a shot after the regiment with which that company was 
serving was ordered to cease firing, asked permission; Lieutenant 
Weatherby, walking the length of the regiment, obtained permission, 
and Cauter fired his shot, the only one fired by the company until 
order was given to resume. 

A list of casualties is appended. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. F. FORCH, 
Colonel, Commanding Twentieth Ohio. 


Lieut. J. C. DOUGLASS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 6. 
Report of Brig. Gen. John D. Stevenson, U. 8S. Army, commanding Third 
Brigade, including operations May 4—July 4. 
VicksBuRG, MIss., July 7, 1863. 


Masor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
- taken by the Third Brigade in the series of engagements with the enemy 
from the 4th of May until the final termination of the siege of Vicksburg 
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on the 4th instant, referring you to my report up to the 4th of May, at 
which date we were encamped near Hankinson’s Ferry, on the Big 
Black River. We continued in that position until the 9th, when, re- 
ceiving orders to march, the command broke camp and moyed in the 
direction of Raymond, Miss. : 

On the morning of the 12th of May, the division being on the march, 
the Third Brigade being in the rear of the column, I received orders to 
move forward with all possible dispatch, as the enemy were in force in 
our immediate front. I caused the command to move with alacrity, 
coming up to the crest of a hill in full view of the field, where, by order 
of Major-General McPherson, I deployed the command in double lines 
as a reserve, the Seventh Missouri, Highty-first Illinois, and Thirty- 
second Ohio being present, the Highth Illinois being detailed as rear 
guard. Limmediately ordered up the Eighth Illinois to the front. The 
enemy making determined resistance to our advancing lines, and indi- 
cating a disposition to flank our right, I was ordered to take position 
on the right of our line, to check the movement of the enemy. Whilst 
engaged in executing the command, I received orders from Major-Gen- 
eral Logan to send one regiment of my command to take position on the 
right of the First Brigade. L[immediately ordered the Highty-first INinois 
to take position. Soon afterward I received a second order from Major- 
General Logan to send to the extreme left another regiment of my com- 
mand, as the enemy were pressing at that point in force and with great 
determination. The Highth Illinois Regiment, under command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Sturgess, having arrived on the ground, was immediately 
sent to the point indicated. Ithen ordered the Seventh Missouri, under 
Major Wakefield, to take position on the right of the Eighty-first ILli- 
nois. I held the Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers, under Col. B. I’. Potts, 
in its original position on the extreme right. Each of these movements 
was made with skirmishers properly deployed. 

On the extreme right, where I was in person, the enemy made a dem- 
onstration as if for a flank movement, with a heavy line of skirmishers, 
which was soon driven back by the skirmishers in front of the Thirty- 
second Ohio Volunteers. In the mean time the fight raged with great 
fierceness on the left and center. The Highth Illinois Volunteers, gal- 
lantly led by Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgess, charged the advancing line 
of the enemy with its usual impetuosity, and at the point of the bayonet 
dislodged them from a strong position from which they had poured a 
most destructive fire upon our lines. 

Soon the whole. line advanced, and the enemy was driven from the 
position. In this advance the Lighty-first [linois Volunteers, under 
command of Col. J. J. Dollins, behaved with signal valor. 

The Seventh Missouri Volunteers, under command of. Major Wake- 
field, failing to unite with the Kighty-first Illinois on the left, advanced 
through a dense thicket to an open field in front. The regiment, being 
at the base of a hill held by the enemy, resolutely advanced to take 
possession of the hill, and, whilst under a most terrific fire, was ordered 
by the commanding officer to retreat, and retired in great disorder and 
with heavy loss, the enemy in their front consisting of at least three 
regiments. Learning that the regiment had broken, I immediately pro- 
ceeded to that part of the field, rallied the regiment, the enemy falling 
in and forming a new line. 

Captain Wiles, of the pioneer corps, having come upon the field with 
his gallant company, and desiring to share the work and dangers of the 
field, I placed him with his command on the left of the Seventh Mis- 
souri. At this time Major-General McPherson, having strengthened 
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the right with two regiments of General Crocker’s division, under Colonel 
Holmes, of the Tenth Missouri Volunteers, I advanced the entire line 
on the right, the enemy retiring rapidly before the advancing lines. I 
pushed my advance until we were in possession of the town of Raymond 
the enemy being in full retreat by different roads in the direction of J. ack: 
son. I regret to report that our casualties in this battle were large, 
embracing in the number Capt. Frank Leeper, Eighth Illinois Volun- 
teers, who was mortally wounded in the front of his command in their 
gallant and successful charge. | 

On the night of the 12th, we bivouacked in the outskirts of the town 
of Raymond, and early next morning moved toward Jackson, by way of 
Clinton, bivouacking for the night at Clinton, amidst a violent storm. 
Karly in the morning, in a continuous and heavy rain, we moved toward 
Jackson, making a moist, toilsome march through mud and rain, [arriv- 
ing] at 10 o’clock near the city of Jackson. The division of General 
Crocker, being in advance, encountered the enemy in force. We were 
ordered up to the support of the advance, but arrived only in time to 
witness the brilliant and successful charge of the Seventh Division, 
driving the enemy in dismay from the field. ; 

In the advance upon Jackson, we held the extreme left of the line, 
and after a toilsome march over a country cut up by creeks and ravines 
and covered with thick brush, we approached the city, and finding the 
enemy had retired toward Canton, again bivouacked for the night. 

On the morning of the 15th, I moved my command in the advance 
toward Bolton, making a march of 22 miles, bivouacking for the night 
at that place, and coming up with the command of Brigadier-General 
Hovey, of Thirteenth Army Corps, encamped at that point. 

On the morning of the 16th, moved in direction of Vicksburg, General 
Hovey’s division having the advance. After a march of a few miles, I 
was advised of the presence of the enemy in our front in large force. 
At this time I could distinctly hear the firing of skirmishers in the 
front. I received an order from Major-General Logan to advance with 
my brigade, consisting at the time of the Highth Illinois Volunteers, 
Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers, and Highty-first Ilinois Volunteers 
(the Seventh Missouri being rear guard), and take position in the rear 
of De Golyer’s battery as a reserve, which position I immediately oc- 
cupied, holding my brigade massed in column of battalions. 

On the extreme left, General Hovey’s division was in line, and on the 
right and center the brigades of Generals Smith and Leggett. Soon 
atter I arrived on the field the engagement became general, our entire 
line advancing and attacking the enemy with great fierceness. 

As the line advanced, I was ordered to move my command to the 
right, and deploy my column so as to let my left rest on the right of 
General Smith’s brigade. I occupied this under cover of a skirt of tim- 
ber, deploying a heavy line of skirmishers, covering my entire front and 
extending considerably beyond my right flank. My line being formed, 
the Highth Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgess commanding, on my 
left, the Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers, Col. B. F. Potts commanding, 
in the center, and the Highty-first Hlinois, Col. J. J. Dollins command- 
ing, on the right, my skirmishers, under command of Col. H. Lieb, 
Ninth Louisiana Volunteers, acting volunteer aide, were immediately ad- 
vanced to the front, and the whole line rapidly pushed forward. Pass- 
ing through the timber, I found myself at the base of a considerable 
hill, in possession of the enemy, and upon which they had a battery 
planted. As our line advanced, we received several discharges of grape 

» and shell, but steadily pushed to the front. 
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The battery of the enemy was taken at the point of the bayonet by 
the Eighth Ilinois and the left wing of the Thirty-second Ohio Volun- 
teers. The supports of the battery were soon driven from the field. 
Finding that I was upon the enemy’s left flank and had completely out- 
flanked them, I pressed my whole command upon them, gaining pos- 
session of the onlyroad and the bridge of Baker’s Creek, and capturing 
a number of prisoners, together with several abandoned caissons and 
guns. Continuing my advance with vigor, I was peremptorily ordered 
by Major-General McPherson to fall back with my command and form 
a new line, in conjunction with Brigadier-General Smith, the reason al- 
leged being that the enemy were driving back our left. I immediately 
ordered the several regiments to fali back to the point designated, still 
holding possession of the road and bridge. While organizing the new 
line, we were subjected to a heavy fire from the batteries of the enemy, 
but without any material effect upon the command, every officer and 
man remaining at his post. At this time I could see large bodies of the 
enemy moving across my front, out of range, to the support of the at- 
tack on our left. I sent twice for a battery to the commanding general, 
put, failing to get it, was powerless to impede their advance. I then 
received an order from Major-General McPherson to send to the support 
of the left one of my regiments. [immediately detached the Thirty- 
second Ohio, under Colonel Potts, they moving off under the direction of 
a staff officer of General McPherson, leaving of my command two regi- 
ments. Shortly afterward I was ordered to move my entire command 
to the left, which I did, and, being halted in rear of our batteries, 
availed myself of this opportunity to refill the cartridge-boxes of the 
command. At this point the Seventh Missouri, under command of 
Capt. Robert Buchanan, reported on the field. 

The enemy being repulsed on the whole line, | was ordered by Gen- 
eral McPherson to occupy my old ground and press the enemy. ILim- 
mediately moved the command to the point from which I had been re- 
called, and, finding the enemy in the timber in my front, I ordered 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgess, with the Eighth Illinois Volunteers, to 
charge the woods, which was immediately done, resulting in the cap- 
ture of one gun, a rifled piece, and about 500 infantry. Leaving the 
Highth linois Volunteers, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Stur- 
gess, I proceeded along the road in the direction of Vicksburg with the 
battery of Captain De Golyer, which had been sent to my front, and 
the Seventh Missouri Volunteers and Eighty-first Illinois Volunteers as — 
a support, and vigorously shelled the flying enemy for a distance of sev- 
eral miles, breaking their columns and dispersing them in great dis- 
order through the woods, and capturing many prisoners. Night alone 
put an end to the pursuit of the enemy. 

This was unquestionably the great battle of the campaign, and I am 
proud that the officers and soldiers of the command conducted them- 
selves throughout the entire day with the utmost valor and determina- 
tion, bivouacking some 3 miles from the battle-field. 

On the next day we marched to Big Black River, and at this point 
the Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers, commanded by Maj. Frank F. 
Peats, reported for duty. We were detained here until the next morn- 
ing, bridges having been erected during the night. We then moved 
in the direction of Vicksburg, bivouacking for the night within 2 miles 
of the enemy’s works. 

On the 19th, we advanced upon the works of the enemy, driving in 
their skirmishers and pressing our lines close to the works of the enemy, 
at night occupying the ground gained during the day. 
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On the 20th, we had driven the enemy within their lines, and had 
gained positions for our batteries. 

On the 21st, we strengthened our positions, and steadily advanced 
our skirmish lines until they were within 100 yards of the works of the 
enemys 

On the 22d of May, Major-General Grant having ordered a chargeon 
the enemy’s works of the entire line to be made at 10 a. m., the attack 
to be made with loaded muskets and fixed bayonets, no shot to be fired 
until a foothold was obtained in the works of the enemy, I moved the 
Third Brigade, consisting of the Seventeenth Llinois Volunteers, com- 
manded by Maj. Frank F. Peats; Highth Hlinois Volunteers, commanded 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgess ; Eighty-first Illinois Volunteers, under 
Col. J. J. Dollins; Thirty-second Ohio, under Col. B. F. Potts, and the 
Seventh Missouri Volunteers, under Capt. Robert Buchanan, to a point 
within 200 yards of the strongest work of thé enemy, known as Fort 
Hill, under cover of a hill, forming the command in the ravine. Havy- 
ing been furnished with scaling ladders, I [divided] my command into 
two separate columns, the left column consisting of the Highth Illinois 
and Thirty-second Ohio Regiments, and the right column consisting 
of the Seventh Missouri and Highty-first Illinois, the Seventeenth Illi- 
nois, under Major Peats, in conjunction with the regular skirmish line, 
under Col. H. Lieb, being deployed on the crest of the hill, as near the 
works of the enemy as possible, to cover the advancing columns, the 
scaling-ladders being distributed between the two columns. 

At 10 a. m. precisely, the order to advance was given. The right 
column, led by Captain Buchanan, advancing up the hill, soon came 
under the fire of the enemy. Volley after volley was poured upon them, 
deviating the head of the column to the left, but not stopping the steady 
advance, until the head of the column rested upon the ditch of the work. 
The left column, led by Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgess, steadily advanced 
under a heavy fire until it reached a point near the works of the enemy, 
when I ordered it to halt and form a reserve, to support the right 
column, now resting upon the edge of the ditch. I then ordered Cap- 
tain Buchanan to form his regiment in line as rapidly as possible, and 
Colonel Dollins to extend his regiment in line on the left of the Seventh 
Missouri. This evolution we performed under a very destructive fire 
of both small-arms and field pieces, involving the loss of a large num- 
ber of men. Finding the fire of the enemy so destructive, I ordered 
the men to lie down until the fire of the enemy would slacken, our bat- 
teries having opened upon the enemy. After lying down some time, 
the fire of the enemy having almost ceased, I ordered the command up 
and forward, which was done with loud cheers and great vigor. The 
enemy relieved their ramparts with infantry, and opened with grape 
and canister, literally sweeping down officers and men. The men ad- 
vanced to the edge of the ditch, the Seventh Missouri getting into the 
ditch with their ladders (which were found unserviceable), and planted 
their colors in the ditch. In the mean time the fire of the enemy killing 
and wounding two-thirds of the officers, including Colonel Dollins, 
Righty-first Llinois, and many of the men, the regiment fell back in 
much confusion. Finding the Seventh Missouri had sustained equally 
as heavy loss, and, from the strength of the work, that it was not pos- 
sible to make a successful assault in the face of the work, I ordered the 
officers of the Seventh Missouri and Highty-first Illinois to retire with 
the remnants of their commands to the rear and reform them. ‘The rest 
of the command continued, to hold the position gained until finally 
ordered to their camps at nightfall. 
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This assault, though unsuccessful, demonstrated that the command 
possessed the most reliable characteristics of soldiers, implicit obedience 
to orders, undaunted courage, and great endurance. Not a gun was 
fired during the entire assault, although the most earnest appeals were 
made to the commanding general to do so, and when at length the com- 
mand was ordered to retire, the men did so under the control and direc- 
tion of their officers. I regret to record the death of many brave offi- 
cers and men; among the number, Col. J. J. Dollins, Major Ward, and 
Adjutant Hammack, of the Highty-first inois Volunteers. They are 
as brave and gallant soldiers as any the country has been called upon 
to mourn. 

Many instances of valor occurred during the assault. Among others 
I mention the numerous color-bearers of the Seventh Missouri Volun- 
teers. Six successive times were the bearers of the Irish flag shot 
down—of the number, a Private Kelley, of the Highty-first IHinois, 
being one. Seeing the flag go down, he instantly raised it to its place, 
to be himself instantly shot down. 

Two commissioned officers of the Seventh Missouri deserve special 
mention in connection with the flag. Lieut. Robert Porter, who was 
the sixth flag-bearer, holding and waving the flag aloft, soon fell with 
a severe wound. Immediately Lieut. Joshua W. Bourne seized the flag, 
held it in its position, and finally bore it from the field. 

The other regiments of the command constituting the left column 
were all the time exposed to a severe fire, involving a heavy loss, but 
remained firmly in their position until ordered off the field. 

The Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers and their officers are entitled to 
special mention for the prompt manner in which they occupied the 
ground assigned them, and the efficient services rendered in protecting 
their comrades in the advances and especially for the hot fire poured 
into the enemy as the column retired. 

I regret to say my losses in this assault aggregate, killed and wounded, 
272 officers and men. 

From the assault of the 22d of May until the final termination of the 
siege, the Third Brigade did its full share of all the work in the ap- 
proaches to and mining of the enemy’s works, and on its entire front. 
From the time of the assault, so well did each regiment do its duty the 
entire length of the picket line, that no rebel dare show himself outside 
the works or carelessly expose his person within, unless he subjected 
himself to a fire that caused his instant disappearance. I do but sim- 
ple justice to the Third Brigade when I, with just pride, claim for them 
the highest qualities that mark the true soldier, evinced by their long 
and arduous marches, upon short rations, without tents or shelter, in 
the face of the enemy, with repeated battles, continuous victories, and 
finally the culmination of the great campaign in the possession of the en- 
emy’s vaunted impregnable stronghold. During the entire campaign I 
have been much indebted to the officers of my staff—Captain Whitehead, 
adjutant-general, and Lieutenants Callsen and Reynolds, of the Seven- 
teenth Illinois Volunteers. To each of these officers the thanks of the 
country are due for fearless personal exposure on our many battle-fields, 
and untiring zeal in the discharge of their many duties. To Col. H. Lieb, 
Ninth Louisiana Volunteers (African descent), I am specially indebted 
as volunteer aide. I placed him at the commencement of the campaign 
in charge of my skirmishers, ané weil and ably on every occasion did 
he discharge his trust. No officer, in my judgment, excelled him in un- 
tiring zeal and unflinching courage. I recommend him to the special 
notice of the general commanding. 
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_T herewith submit the report of my subordinate officers, with accurate 
lists of the casualties attending the campaign. 
Respectfully, 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. Third Brig., Third Div., Seventeenth Army Corps. 
Maj. R. R. Townss, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 7. 


Report of Ineut. Col. Franklin Campbell, Highty-jirst IUinois Infantry, 
including operations to July 4. 


HpqQRs. KIGHTY-FIRST REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 9, 1863. 

Sir: In compliance with your order directed to me, dated July 7,1863, 
I have the honor to report that on May 12 we met the enemy in a ravine, 
about 1 mile south of Raymond. The Third Brigade was thrown out 
ov the right and formed in line of battle, the Eighty-first Regiment being 
placed on the left of the brigade, and in this position we marched for- 
ward through almost impenetrable brushwood and undergrowth. We 
met the enemy in the bottom of the ravine and drove them, after a short 
and spirited fight of thirty minutes. The enemy retreated and reformed 
on the top of the hill in an open field, being protected from our right 
partly by the intervening timber. My command was marched by the 
right flank until it came to the opening on the right, where the enemy 
was discovered to them. Here a sharp fight took place, which lasted 
some fifty or sixty minutes, and resulted in driving the enemy from the 
hill, and then commenced the final retreat. My command then marched 
forward in connection with the remainder of the brigade on the open 
ground and through the brushwood to the town of Raymond, where we 
encamped for the night. The utmost coolness and determined bravery 
was displayed on the occasion of this battle by the men and officers of 
this regiment, there being but one instance of objectionable conduct— 
that of Capt. Samuel Pyle, who has since been permitted to resign. 
_ On May 14, after severe marching, our army met the enemy at Jack- 

son, our brigade being deployed in line of battle on the left. My com- 
mand marched in this position for several miles through mud and rain 
and almost impenetrable thickets until we came to the town of Jackson. 
We did not meet the enemy, he having left the field in time to evade 
our pursuit. We encamped with the remainder of the brigade in the 
suburbs of the town. 

On May 16, we again met the enemy at Champion’s Hill, or Baker’s 
Creek, our regiment being on the right of the brigade. In this position 
we marched through fields and over ditches, fences, through woods, until 
we met the enemy, under the protection of their batteries, and, while 
the Eighth Illinois and Thirty-second Ohio charged and took a battery, 
my command charged another battery still farther to the right, and 
drove it, together with a strong support not less than double our num- 
ber. After about an hour’s hard fighting, we drove them from the field. 
We were then ordered to fall back. Our skirmishers, with an additional 
squad of men under the command of Lieutenant Grammer, Company 
B, brought the batteries taken by our brigade off the field, but were 
again put in line of battle and pursued the retreating enemy. 
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On May 19, we marched in front of the enemy’s works at Vicksburg; 
and were ordered to support the Third Ohio Battery, which we did under 
a galling fire of grape, shell, and canister from the enemy. 

On the morning of the 20th, we took position near the enemy’s works . 
and in support of Bolton’s battery. 

On May 22, we were ordered to support the Seventh Missouri in an 
assault upon the enemy’s works, which order was partly executed by 
deploying into line of battle in shot-range of the enemy’s guns, and 
within full view of the enemy behind his intrenchments. At the order 
to charge, our regiment did support the gallant old Seventh Missouri 
until the fire became too galling to bear. Colonel Dollins, then in com- 
mand, gave the order to about-face and march around a point under 
the protection of the hill. My command came off the field in good 
order, and was marched into camp, where it reformed and marched back 
to the field of battle, and there remained until night as a reserve force. 

Since May 22, my command has been continually occupied in the vari- 
ous and arduous duties connected with the siege, participating in all the 
dangers and labors, being the whole time under the fire of the enemy’s 
batteries and sharpshooteys. The alacrity and zeal with which both 
officers and men of my command have ever been ready and willing to 
perform their duties cannot be too highly commended, and it would be 
almost invidious to discriminate between the actions of either men or 
officers in the zealous performance of duty during the late campaign, 
with the exception of the case previously mentioned. 

F. CAMPBELL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. JOHN D. STEVENSON, 

Comdg. Third Brig., Third Div., Seventeenth Army Corps. 


No. 8. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Marceilus M. Crocker, U. 8S. Army, commanding 
Seventh Division, including operations May 2-17. 


HpQks. SEVENTH DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 1863. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to report the part taken by the Seventh Divis- 
ion, Seventeenth Army Corps, on the march and in the battles occur- 
ring from the time I assumed temporary command of it at Port Gibson 
on oe 2, until relieved by Brigadier-General Quinby on the 17th in- 
stant. 

I assumed the command of the division at Port Gibson at noon of 
May 2, and that afternoon had the advance of the army corps, and 
marched to the north branch of Bayou Pierre, on the road to Vicks- 
burg. On arriving at the bayou, we found that the bridge had been 
burned by the retreating enemy. During the night the bridge was re- 
paired so that the corps could cross, and the next morning the division 
crossed, following the division of Major-General Logan to Willow Springs, 
at which point the division of General Logan was directed to take a 
road to the left of the main road, the Seventh Division proceeding on 
the main road toward Hankinson’s Ferry, on the Big Black River. 
After proceeding a short distance, we encountered the enemy’s pickets, 
and soon discovered the enemy, with a battery posted in the woods and 
hills across a small creek. A regiment, the Fifty-ninth Indiana, com- 
manded by Colonel Alexander, was deployed as Skirmishers, and the 
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two other regiments belonging to the same brigade, Colonel Sanborn’s, 

were formed in line of battle. A 10-pounder Parrott gun, under direc- 

tion of Captain [Frank C.] Sands, chief of artillery for the division, was 

placed in position, and soon succeeded in forcing the enemy’s battery to 

retire to a less exposed position. The skirmishers and line were then 

advanced across the creek, and the whole division deployed and ordered 

to advance, when I received notice that the enemy had broken up his. 
formation and was in full retreat in the direction of Hankinson’s Ferry. . 
Their retreat from our front was doubtless greatly hurried by the ad- 

vance of the division of General Logan on their right flank. 

The two divisions, General Logan’s-and the Seventh, were united at 
the junction of the roads running from Grand Gulf and Willow Springs 
to Vicksburg, one brigade of General Logan’s division preceding the 
Seventh Division on the march from there to Hankinson’s Ferry. 

At Hankinson’s Ferry the division remained three days, bringing up 
its supplies of ammunition and provisions, and on the morning of May 
7 resumed the march, following General Logan’s division in the direc- 
tion of Utica. The march was continued, with slight interruption and 
without incident, until May 12, on which day General Logan, having 
the advance, encountered the enemy in the vicinity of Raymond. The 
Seventh Division was hurried into position to support the division of 
General Logan. Two regiments of the Second Brigade, under Colonel 
Holmes, were sent to the right to support the brigade of General Ste- 
venson, and the First Brigade, under Colonel Sanborn, formed to the 
left and rear of General Smith’s brigade, supporting the Highth Michi- 
gan battery, commanded by Captain De Golyer; the Third Brigade, 
Colonel Boomer, held in reserve. Soon after making this disposition of 
the troops, the enemy’s whole line broke and fled in confusion, and, 
resuming our march, we proceeded without interruption to Raymond, 
where we encamped. From Raymond we marched to Jackson, via Clin- 
ton, following the division of General Logan to Clinton, where we again 
encamped. 

On the 14th, we proceeded in the direction of Jackson, the Seventh 
Division having the advance, and marched without interruption until 
within about 3 miles of Jackson, when we encountered the enemy in 
strong position, his batteries posted so as to command the road and his 
infantry covered by woods and ravines. The division was at once de- 
ployed, the Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Holmes, occupying 
the right and left of the road; the First Brigade, commanded by Colo- 
nel Sanborn, on the right and rear of the Second Brigade; and the Third 
Brigade, under Colonel Boomer, to the left and rear of the Second Bri- 
gade, this brigade in the woods. The line being thus formed, was 
ordered to advance, which it did, followed by the Sixth Wisconsin 
Battery, Captain Dillon commanding. 

The advance was made in the most gallant and satisfactory manner., 
Not a man wavered or faltered, but proceeded, under the most galling 
fire, to drive the enemy at the point of the bayonet from his strong 
position. The battery advancing with the line of infantry, took posi- 
tion, and, when the enemy broke and retreated, poured into the fugitives 
an effective and destructive fire. 

The enemy having abandoned his position, it was supposed that he 
would make a stand in his works before Jackson, but our skirmishers 
and line steadily advanced into their works and into the town without 
further resistance, taking possession of the works and seven guns, which 
the enemy in his haste had neither injured nor attempted to carry away. 

Captain [Cornelius] Cadle, of my staff, and Captain Martin, acting 
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assistant adjutant-general of the First Brigade, planted the flag of the 
Fifty-ninth Indiana on the dome of the capitol of the State of Missis- 
Sippi. ; 

ion the morning of the 15th, we retraced our steps in the direction of 
Clinton, General Logan’s division taking the lead. From Clinton we 
proceeded [on the 16th] directly toward Vicksburg, the division of 
General Logan still having the lead. Near Edwards Depot we came 
“up with the division of General Hovey, of Major-General McClernand’s 
command, who, having the advance, encountered the enemy, posted 
with great care and in strong force across Baker’s Creek, on what is 
called Champion’s Hill. The two divisions, Generals Hovey’s and 
Logan’s, were at. once formed, General Logan’s on the right and Gen- 
eral Hovey’s on the left, and attacked the enemy with great fury, driv- 
ing him on both flanks. In the mean time two brigades of the Seventh 
Division coming up, it soon became apparent that the enemy in front of 
General Hovey was being re-enforced, and that he was hard pressed. 
The Third Brigade, Colonel Boomer, was, therefore, ordered to proceed 
to his support, which he did in the most gallant style, ascending a hill, 
entering a wood, and taking position in front of an enemy of three times 
his force. The First Brigade, under Colonel Sanborn, moved to the 
right to support the batteries planted in the field. 

It soon became apparent that the critical point was our left. As Gen- 
eral Stevenson had been entirely successful in driving their left, the 
enemy seemed determined to effect the same with ours; two of the reg- 
iments of Colonel Sanborn’s brigade were, therefore, ordered to the 
support of Colonel Boomer. Colonel Boomer, by the most desperate 
fighting, and with wonderful courage and obstinacy, held his position 
in spite of the continued and furious assaults of the enraged and bafiled 
enemy; but it was apparent that he sorely needed assistance, and, unless 
speedily assisted, his position was in danger. ; 

At this critical moment Colonel Holmes arrived in the field with two 
regiments of the Second Brigade, the Seventeenth Iowa and Tenth Mis- 
souri, and, being informed of the position of affairs, proceeded with the 
greatest alacrity and enthusiasm to the front, relieving Colonel Boomer, 
who by this time was entirely out of ammunition, and charged the en- 
emy with a shout, who broke and fled in the greatest confusion, leaving 
in our possession the regimental flag of the Thirty-first Alabama, taken 
by the Seventeenth Iowa, and two guns of his battery. This ended the 
fight. Our right, under General Logan, had already driven them, and 
when they broke on the left the rout was complete. That night we en- 
camped near the battle-field. 

On the morning of the 17th, Brigadier-General Quinby having re- 
turned, I was relieved of the temporary command of the division. 

During the time that I commanded the division, the loss in the several 
engagements was as follows: 
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Of the conduct of the officers and men of the division I cannot speak 
too highly; their charge at Jackson, seldom if ever excelled in any 
campaign, has been the theme of universal praise ; the stubbornness and 
courage with which they fought at Jackson and Champion’s Hill have 
won for them the admiration of the army. : 

To the staff of General Quinby I return my especial thanks for the 
zeal, industry, and fidelity with which they discharged their difficult 
duties during the march and on the battle-field. I am also under obli- 
pening to Captain Cadle for the fidelity with which he discharged his 

uties. 

Several brave, reliable, and valuable officers of the command were 
killed in the different engagements, whose names and services are men- 
tioned in the reports accompanying. For full details of achievements 
of the respective brigades and regiments reference is respectfully made 
to a reports of brigade and regimental commanders forwarded here- 
with. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'  M. M. CROCKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Seventh Division. 


Lieut. Col. W. T. CLARK, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 9. 


Report of Col. John B. Sanborn, Fourth Minnesota Infantry, command- 
ing First Brigade, including operations April 21-May 28. 


Hpqrs. 1ST BRIGADE, 7TH DIVISION, 171rH ARMY CORPS, 
“Camp in Field before Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 1863. 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report the marches made by my com- 
mand and the part taken by it in the battles fought during the cam- 
paign from Milliken’s Bend, La., to this camp. 

On April 21, I received your order to send forward one brigade to 
Richmond, La., immediately, and relieve the command stationed there. 
At this time the general commanding this division was absent, and my 
command consisted of the Seventh Division, comprising: First Bri- 
gade—Fifty-ninth and Forty-eighth Indiana, Seventy-second Illinois, 
and Fourth Minnesota Regiments; Second Brigade—Tenth Missouri, 
Seventeenth Iowa, Eightieth Ohio, and Fifty-sixth Illinois Regiments ; 
Third Brigade—Fifth Iowa, Twenty-sixth Missouri, Ninety-third Ili- 
nois, and Tenth Iowa Regiments; and Battery M, First Missouri Light 
Artillery, Sixth and Twelfth Wisconsin Batteries, Eleventh Ohio Bat- 
tery, two companies of cavalry, and pioneer corps of 137 effective 
men. The pioneer corps was already detached to work on Walnut and 
Roundaway Bayous, and did not come up during the time I remained in 
command of the division. This order was immediately complied with, 
and the Fifty-sixth Illinois and Seventeenth Iowa Regiments moved 
forward to Richmond the same day, distance 12 miles, and the remain- 
ing portion of the Second Brigade moved forward to Richmond the fol- 
lowing day. Bee: ? 

On April 23, I marched with the First Brigade and First Missouri and 
Bleventh Ohio Batteries to Richmond, and moved the Third Brigade 
and remaining batteries forward to that point on the 25th instant, and 
on the same day moved the Second Brigade on to Holmes’ plantation, 
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distance 9 miles; and during that night marched the First Brigade, with 
the exception of the Seventy-second Illinois, which, pursuant to your 
order, I left in command of Richmond, and two batteries, up to the same 
o0int. 

: On the 26th, the First and Second Brigades and two batteries marched 
forward to Smith’s plantation, distance 9 miles, and bivouacked, and 
the Third Brigade and remaining batteries moved forward to within 
about 4 miles of that point. All camp and garrison equipage had been 
left behind, and the teams sent back to Milliken’s Bend to bring for- 
ward rations to keep the supply up to ten days on hand, in accordance 
with Special Orders, No. —, from department headquarters; but this 
train was seized and turned over to an ordnance officer to bring forward 
ammunition, and some of the regiments of the division were out of 
rations when we arrived at this point, and were supplied with bread by 
the post commissary. 

On the 27th, the division did not move, for the reason that.General 
Logan’s division did not get past during the day, the roads being next 
to impassable. 

On the 28th, the whole division moved together at 6 o’clock, and 
marched only about 4 miles during the day. I marched in the rear of 
General Logan’s division, and the teams and batteries nearly all had to 
double the teams and go over the road twice. 

On the 29th, the division was marched to Perkins’ plantation, distance 
11 miles, and bivouacked, and a few rations were obtained. 

On the 30th, the march was continued to Hard Times Landing, oppo- 
site Grand Gulf, distance about 16 miles. At this point officers and 
men were a little disheartened upon learning that the Navy had found | 
it impossible to reduce the Grand Gulf batteries, and that we must still 
continue our march down the river past this point before we could cross 
over. 

Early on the morning of the 1st instant, I marched my command down 
the river to the point of embarkation for the east side. About the.time 
of reaching this point, the rapid reports of artillery from the east side of 
the river announced that the advance of the army had come upon the 
enemy, and the soldiers were eager for the fray, and the infantry of the 
whole division (with the exception of the Fifty-sixth Illinois, which was 
detailed to remain in command of Hard Times temporarily), consisting 
of about 5,000 men, embarked on board transports, sailed 10 miles down 
the river to Bruinsburg, and disembarked in about one hour and a half, 
and moved forward toward the front line of the army before the brigade 
and division commanders could get their horses across the river. 

After marching about 10 miles from the river toward the field of bat- 
tle, and to a point within about 3 miles of the field, and before the divis- 
ion commander and Staff had got up, an order was received from the © 
major-general commanding the corps, by Colonel Holmes, commanding 
the leading brigade, to fall back to the junction of the Grand Gulf road 
with the Bruinsburg and Port Gibson road, and form, so as to resist any 
advance of the enemy from Grand Gulf by that road. 

Colonel Holmes had disposed of the Second and Third Brigades and 
one battery of artillery in order of battle when I arrived upon the ground. 
The First Brigade and remaining batteries, with the exception of one 
held in reserve, were disposed in order of battle as fast as they came 
up, and in such manner as to resist any attack from the direction of 
Grand Gulf. 

These batteries did not arrive so that the disposition could be com- 
pleted till 11 o’clock at night. 
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During this day the division marched 11 miles, and embarked on trans- 
ports and sailed 10 miles and disembarked, and was carefully drawn out 
in order of battle at night at 1 o’clock. 

On the morning of the 2d instant, I received the order of the major- 
general commanding the corps to move forward my whole command at 
3 a.m. to the field of battle. I marched accordingly, and at sunrise 
reported with my whole command on the field, having marched 6 miles. 

At about 8 o’clock I was informed that the enemy had retired from 
the field, and I was ordered forward to Port Gibson, at which place I 
arrived with my command about 11 a. m., distance from the battle-field 
about 4 miles. 

At this place the division remained about five hours, during which 
time the pontoon bridge was constructed across the south branch of 
Bayou Pierre, and during this time Brigadier-General Crocker reported 
to take command of the division, which marched about 8 miles to the 
north branch of Bayou Pierre before halting for night, making 19 miles 
that the division marched on this day. 

Upon Brigadier-General Crocker assuming command of the division, 
I assumed command of the First Brigade. One regiment (the Fourth 
Minnesota) was detailed on fatigue duty during the night, to repair the 
suspension bridge crossing the north branch of Bayou Pierre that the 
rebel army had fired and partially burned. 

During the time that I commanded the division, I received great as- 
sistance from Captain Rochester, assistant adjutapt-general; Capt. L. 
B. Martin, temporary aide-de-camp ; Lieutenant [Thomas S.] Camp- 
bell, aide-de-camp ; Lieutenant [Ogden] Lovell, ordnance officer; Cap- 
tain [Albert] Stoddard, judge-advocate and acting aide-de-camp, and 
Lieutenant [Charles L.] White, provost-marshal, all most gallant, effi- 
cient, and capable officers, and to all of whom I shall feel under lasting 
obligattons. 

On the morning of May 3, I crossed the north branch of Bayou 
Pierre with my brigade, following General Logan’s division and leading 
the Seventh Division. The enemy opened with artillery in our front 
early in the morning, but retired rapidly until General Logan’s division 
led off to the left, toward the Grand Gulf road, and the Seventh Division 
was marching in advance on the road leading from the Port Gibson and 
Jackson road to Hankinson’s Ferry. When about 5 miles south of the 
ferry, the enemy deployed a long line of skirmishers, and formed a few 
regiments of infantry and put in position a battery of artillery. — 

Immediately, in obedience to your orders, I deployed one regiment, 
Fifty-ninth Indiana, as skirmishers, with the center resting on the road 
leading to the Big Black River, and crossing said road at right angles. 
The Fourth Minnesota was ordered forward ag a support on the right, 
‘and the Forty-eighth Indiana as a support on the left of the road, with 
instructions to keep within supporting distance of the skirmishers. 

When the skirmishers had advanced about 1 mile from the head of 
the main column, they came to the enemy’s line, with two pieces of ar- 
tillery in such position as to command all the open ground in front, 
through which my command was obliged to pass. This open ground 
. was passed in the order above mentioned, under a heavy fire from the 
enemy’s guns. The Fifty-ninth Indiana was the most exposed, but did 
their duty most manfully, obeying every order with alacrity. The 
Fourth Minnesota and Forty-eighth Indiana, as supperts, moved up 
promptly and without hesitation. The conduct of all the officers and 
men was commendable and satisfactory. The enemy was driven from 
his first, second, and third positions, when, in obedience to your orders, 
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I called in the skirmishers and moved on with my command to the cross- 
ing of the Big Black River, where we bivouacked, near Hankinson’s 
Ferry. 

Tn’ this skirmish I havé to report the following casualties: Killed, 
Private Eli Faucette, and, mortally wounded, James W. Van Slyke, 
Company E, Fifty-ninth Indiana. Several of the officers and men of 
all the regiments sustained slight injuries, which scarcely can be called 
wounds. 

While my command remained at Hankinson’s Ferry, the greatest 
effort was made to procure rations; but there being no transportation, 
the command was compelled to leave with only two days’ rations on 
hand. 

On the 9th, the brigade moved with the balance of the division to 
Utica Cross-Roads, a distance of 12 miles, without opposition, and on 
the 10th marched 10 miles, through Utica and along the Raymond road, 
and on the following day moved forward 14 miles, and formed in order 
of battle on a ridge, in a favorable position for defense. My command 
was entirely out of rations at this time, except what could be gathered 
from the country, and so remained until the evening of the 17th, at which 
time the regimental teams came up from Grand Gulf. 

On the morning of the 12th, my command marched at 9 a. m., leading 
the Seventh Division and following General Logan’s division. Shortly 
after noon heavy cannonading in front announced that the advance had 
fallen upon the enemy. My command was kept closed up as closely as 
possible to the rear of the Third Division, and after the lapse of an hour 
or two, I received an order from General Crocker, commanding the di- 
vision, to move forward immediately and form on the left-of General 
Logan’s division. To arrive at the position indicated it was necessary 
to pass through a dense thicket of trees, brush, and vines, and then cross 
a clearing about 100 yards. It would seem that the enemy had formed 
the design of turning the left of our line, and had massed his infantry 
accordingly, and had planted his batteries so as completely to command 
this thicket and clearing, in order to prevent the left from being sup- 
ported. As soon as my command commenced moving forward to form 
on the left, the enemy opened as heavy a fire as possible with his artil- 
lery upon me, but the formation was made in double-quick time, and my 
whole line moved up to within about 30 yards of our front line. Not 
more than a few moments elapsed after my command had reached this 
position before he advanced his lines of infantry upon the left, but was 
met with such firmness and so destructive a fire-from the front line that 
he almost immediately gave way and fled from this part of the field. 
Immediately upon this having transpired, I received the order from 
General McPherson to move two regiments to my right in support of 
the center of our lines. The Fifty-ninth and Forty-eighth Indiana Regi- 
ments were immediately moved forward to the position indicated, 
and, at the suggestion of General Crocker, I offered to relieve the front 
line, which had been engaged at this time three or four hours, but these 
officers, among whom was the lamented Colonel Dollins, declined the 
eon and said he felt certain that he could hold his position without 
aid. 

The enemy by this time appeared in broken squads in front of the 
center, and in half an hour all firing had ceased and the enemy had 
fled in confusion from the field. ; 

The only casualty in my command in this action was, Forty-eighth 
Indiana, 1 enlisted man wounded. 

After the action ceased, the command marched through Raymond and 
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bivouacked about 1 mile north of the town. The Eighteenth Wisconsin 
Volunteers joined my brigade at this place. 

On the morning of the 13th, I marched in rear of the Third Brigade 
on the road leading to Clinton, and passed through the town and biv- 
ouacked 1 mile east of it, on the Jackson road, my line of battle this 
night running across the railroad and the common road; distance 
marched this day, 9 miles. 

My command marched from Clinton at 4 a. m. on the 14th, along the 
Jackson road toward Jackson, the Second Brigade leadin g the division 
and my brigade following the Second. 

The enemy was found drawn up in line of battle in a strong position 
about 2 miles west of Jackson, his line of battle crossing the road at 
nearly right angles. 

I received orders to form my brigade on the right of the road, the 
two left regiments, the Fourth Minnesota and Eighteenth Winconsin, 
in reserve for the Second Brigade, already formed across the road, the 
other regiments, the Forty-eighth and Fifty-ninth Indiana, to the right 
of the Second Brigade, all to be covered from the fire of the enemy’s 
artillery as much as possible. This disposition was immediately made. 
The troops were more exposed to the enemy’s artillery fire than was at 
first apprehended, and the Fourth Minnesota was immediately ordered 
to form on the left of the road, and as a reserve to the Seventeenth 
Iowa, of the Second Brigade. The other three regiments were moved 
close up under cover of the ridge occupied by the First Missouri Bat- 
tery. This ridge was swept by the enemy’s fire, but as soon as the 
skirmishers deployed from the Fifty-ninth Indiana had advanced far 
enough to ascertain that there was no enemy on the right flank, I or- 
dered the brigade forward across the first ridge, with instructions to 
halt when the line should reach the ravine beyond, which was about 
400 yards distant. This order was executed in the most satisfactory 
manner. The regiments crossed the ridge in perfect line at a run, and 
reached the second ravine with the loss of not more than 10 men. 
Shortly after reaching this position, the enemy’s main line of infantry 
was ascertained by the skirmishers in front of my brigade to be in the 
next ravine, in front of his batteries, and soon commenced driving back 
our line of skirmishers. I received the order from General Crocker to 
fix bayonets and charge through the ravine and all the way to the en- — 
emy’s batteries, if possible. This order was immediately communicated, 
and the whole line commenced advancing, and moved forward irresist- 
ibly, until the whole line of the enemy’s infantry was in full retreat 
and his batteries taken to the rear. This charge was one of the most 
splendid battle scenes that could ever be witnessed. 

The whole line, with banners unfurled, went forward at double-quick 
and with more regularity than at an ordinary battalion drill. The fleeing 
lines of the rebels in front; the sharpshooters, who had been concealed 
behind cotton bales and in an old cotton-gin in front of the Fifty-ninth 
Indiana, throwing out white handkerchiefs at every window and over 
every cotton bale, taken in connection with the novel spectacle pre- 
sented by Captain Dillon’s battery charging forward close upon the line 
of infantry, made up a scene that can never be effaced from the mind 
of any who witnessed it, and can never be properly represented on 
paper. ; 
; N o language can do justice to the conduct of the officers and men of 
my command during this engagement. All seemed to seek positions of 
peril instead of safety, and where the enemy was strongest and most 
secure from danger, there did they charge the fiercest and with the 
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greatest determination. Afver this charge the enemy immediately re- 
treated through Jackson, and my command moved into the city, over 
the enemy’s works and artillery, unmolested by a shot. 

Capt. L. B. Martin, acting assistant adjutant-general on my staff, 
seized the flag of the Fifty-ninth Indiana, my leading regiment, and, 
going far in advance of the skirmishers to the capitol, raised it over the 
dome, where it remained until the regiment moved from the town; and, 
Lieutenant Donaldson, aide-de-camp on my staff, riding also far in ad- 
vance of the skirmishers to the vicinity of the prison, seized there a 
Confederate flag, made of double silk, that a cavalry company had ap- 
parently abandoned in its flight. On one side is the inscription, ‘ Clai- 
borne Rangers;” on the other, ‘Our rights.” 

The prisoners, eight in number, taken by the Fifty-ninth Indiana at 
the cotton-gin, who were sharpshooters just arrived from South Caro- 
' lina, were immediately sent to the rear. 

My_loss in the engagement was as follows: 
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During the night of the 14th, I supplied my command with three days’ 
rations of sugar, bacon, and meal, and some other articles, most of 
which my quartermaster obtained from the penitentiary, and on the 
morning of the 15th my command marched back on the road toward 
Clinton, and passed through that place and bivouacked 4 miles west of 
' it that night, having marched about 14 miles. 

On the morning of the 16th, I moved my command at an early: hour 
along the road toward Bolton and Edwards Depot, following the Third 
Brigade and Logan’s division. I had marched but an hour and a half 
when rapid firing of artillery in front again announced the presence of 
the enemy. 

My command moved forward rapidly, and arrived upon the field about 
the time the engagement became general. 

I formed, as ordered, under cover of the woods, at the right of De 
Golyer’s battery, and about 400 yards distant. During this formation 
I was under a light fire of artillery and musketry, from which I lost a 
few officers and men. ; 

AS soon aS my command was reformed, I received an order from Gen- 
eral McPherson, commanding the corps, to send two regiments imme- 
diately to the support of De Golyer’s battery. I ordered forward the 
Fifty-ninth Indiana, with instructions to form on the left of the battery, 
and the Fourth Minnesota, with instructions to form on its right. 

This order was complied with in double-quick time, and about the 
same time the regiments were so formed the enemy commenced falling 
back at this point (the enemy’s left), and the regiments advanced, the 
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Fourth Minnesota across the ravine, capturing 118 prisoners, and the 
Fifty-ninth Indiana into the ravine, bearing farther to the left, and 
the enemy’s line crossing the ravine diagonally at this point, capturing 
here the colors of the Forty-sixth Alabama Regiment (Sergt. John Ford, 
Company ©, Fifty-ninth Indiana, captured them) and many prisoners. 
These regiments retained their positions on the right of our lines till 
the close of the engagement, about three hours. 

By the time these two regiments had got into position on the right 
and left of the battery, I was ordered to take the other two of my com- 
mand, the Forty-eighth Indiana and Eighteenth Wisconsin, about 100 
rods to the east of the battery, and form there in the edge of the woods, 
in support of what seemed to be General Hovey’s right. 

The Forty-eighth Indiana Regiment immediately went into position 
under a most galling fire of musketry, and retained it for at least three 
hours, and long after the regiments on its right and left had given way, 
and then fell back by my order a short distance, to replenish ammuni- 
tion, only after it was exhausted, but stood like a wall of adamant 
wherever it was placed till the close of the engagement. 

The Highteenth Wisconsin was moved from right to left and back two 
or three times, by order of the general commanding, as the attack was 
made more fiercely on either hand. The regiment moved with great 
promptness, and held every position firmly until removed by orders. 

After this engagement ceased, I moved forward on the Vicksburg road 
about 3 miles, and bivouacked for the night. 

My loss in the action of Champion’s Hill is as follows: 
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On the morning of the 17th, I moved my command along the road 
toward the Big Black River, and halted at the river about noon, and 
soon after commenced the construction of a pontoon bridge with cotton 
bales and boards, which was completed the following morning, my bri- 
gade having been on fatigue duty all night constructing it. 

On the morning of the 18th, my command, with the Third Brigade, 
crossed the river and moved forward toward Vicksburg. When about 
3 miles west of the river, I was ordered to return to the east side of 
the Big Black and remain there, guarding all trains coming up and the 
bridge, until Colonel Holmes should come up from the battle-field with 
bis brigade. I immediately returned and bivouacked my command on 
the same ground left in the morning, and remained there till the even- 
ing of the 19th, when Colonel Holmes and his command came up, and 
I again crossed the river and bivouacked about 2 miles west of it that 
night, and on the 20th came forward to the rear of Vicksburg, marching 
- a distance of 17 miles with a most intense heat and suffocating dust all 
day. 
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On the 21st, I moved my command into line of battle in front of the 
enemy’s works and deployed a line of skirmishers in front, and remained 
in this position till the morning of the 22d. <A general assault having 
been ordered upon the enemy’s works at 10 a. m. this day, I spent the 
night of the 21st, in connection with the lamented Colonel Boomer, com- 
manding the Third Brigade, reconnoitering for the best approaches for 
infantry to the enemy’s works in our front. 

It was ascertained that we could approach to within about 80 yards 
under cover of the hills and form without great exposure to the men, 
and early on the morning of the 22d I moved my command into this 
position, and formed in line of battle on the left of the Third Brigade. 
Colonel Boomer had some doubts as to his ability to carry the works 
in his front, and as the works left in my front could not be held, if car- 
ried, while those on my right were in possession of the enemy, I trans- 
ferred to him, for the purpose of this assault, the Fifty-ninth Indiana 
Regiment, and deployed the Highteenth Wisconsin along our whole front 
as skirmishers. 

These dispositions being made, the commanders of regiments were 
ordered to advance upon the works immediately upon the movement 
commencing on our right. Jor some reason the troops on our right did 
not move, and I retained the same position with some loss till about 3 
o’clock, when I received an order from General McPherson, through 
General Quinby, commanding division, to move at once and vigorously 
upon the works. A staff officer was dispatched immediately to the 
regimental commanders to communicate this order, but before he had 
succeeded in doing so it was countermanded, and I was ordered to move 
with all my command, not deployed as skirmishers, to the left, to sup- 
port Major-General McClernand. I immediately moved my command 
(with the exception of the Eighteenth Wisconsin, deployed as skir- 
mishers) from its position, some 2 miles to the left, and was there or- 
dered by General Quinby to support Burbridge’s brigade, then engaged 
in front of the enemy’s works. I immediately moved forward for that 
purpose, under the direction of a staff officer, and was led up through a 
ravine that was raked to a considerable extent by musketry and artil- 
lery to a point a few yards in rear of the line of this brigade. I was in- 
formed by General Burbridge that the position close to the enemy’s 
works was not so exposed as the ravine, and he desired me to form 
nearer or in front of his line. I formed my brigade—Fifty-ninth In- 
diana on the right, Forty-eighth Indiana to its left, and the Fourth 
Minnesota to the left of the Forty-eighth. This position seemed very 
much exposed, and I lost several men during the formation. 

My command was exceedingly exhausted, having had no rest the night 
of the 19th, marching nearly 20 miles the 20th, moving into camp the 
21st, and having been under fire or marching all this day to the time I 
moved to this position, and one or two of the regiments having already 
lost 30 men during the day. As soon as my line was formed, General 
Burbridge’s line gave way and his troops left the ground, with the ex- 
ception of one regiment, which remained in support of the Fifty-ninth 
Indiana. 

The enemy was largely re-enforced, and fired rapid and destructive 
volleys into my command, which were promptly returned, but the enemy, 
having so high and strong works in front, it cannot be expected with 
much effect. Once or twice the enemy came over his works in large 
numbers and formed on my right, with the evident design of turning 
my right flank, but was promptly driven back by my command with 
much slaughter. 
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I held this position for about two hours and until dark, and having 
no support, and seeing no reason why a position should be held at such 
Sacrifice which, if lost, could be recovered at any time by a line of 
skirmishers, unless the enemy should choose to fight us outside of his 
works, which could hardly be expected, however much desired, and 
there being no general officer upon the ground, I ordered the position 
abandoned and my command to march back to the hill on the right of 
she railroad bridge, and there form and rest for the night. In falling 
back, Colonel Tourtellotte, Fourth Minnesota, took from the ground a 
piece of artillery that was in position within a few yards of the enemy’s 
works when my command went upon the ground and left there by the 
brigade then in position. 

The casualties in my command during this engagement, as the official 
lists will show, are greater than in all the balance of the campaign, and 
it seems to me all for no good. Success was no better than defeat, un- 
less an assault was to be ordered, and I have not learned that such a 
thing was thought of, and, if thought of, would have been preposterous 
unless made by both brigades and in a most vigorous manner, and I 
can but feel that there was official misrepresentation or misconduct that 
led to this matter which requires investigation. 

I am impelled to say this much in my report of this engagement by 
eloquent voices coming from the tombs of many of the most brave of 
my command, fallen in that fruitless struggle under the enemy’s works. 

The following are the losses in this engagement: 
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On the morning of the 23d, I moved my command forward about 400 
yards, dnd formed, with one regiment on my left in rear of the right of 
General Burbridge’s brigade, and two regiments in prolongation of his 
right, which position was occupied but a few hours, when my command 
moved back to the ground it left on the morning of the 22d, where it 
now remains. ; 

Accompanying this report are full lists of the casualties of my com- 
mand in the several and respective engagements of this campaign. 

The conduct of all the officers and men of my command during the 
entire campaign has been more than satisfactory—it has been most gal- 
lant and praiseworthy. There has been no shirking and no desire to 
shirk on the part of either officers or men, and I have not found or even 
heard of a man out of his position in battle or on the march. I know 
not how soldiers could do more. ; 

Capt. L. B. Martin, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieutenants [John 
S.] Akin and [James H.] Donaldson, aides-de-camp, have conducted 
themselves in the most gallant and faithful manner and deserve special 


mention. 
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The living are rewarded by the consciousness of having done all that 
human nature is capable of to suppress a most wicked rebellion and to 
preserve order and good government for themselves and posterity. But 
alas, for the patriotic and gallant dead; no language of mine can do 
justice to their virtues. May some Macauley or Bancroft recite in 
interesting narration their hardships, endurance, patriotism, valor, and 
achievements, and some modern Homer or Virgil live to sing them in 


heroic verse. 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieut. Col. W. T. CLARK, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Seventeenth Army Corps. 


No. 10. 


Report of Capt. John 8S. Foster, Fourth Independent Company Ohio 
Cavalry, commanding Cavalry Battalion, including operations April 
25-May 23. 


Hpgrs. MAJOR-GENERAL MCPHERSON’s Escort, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., May 24, 1863. 

Sir: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 92, section 3, 1 submit 
the following report: 

On the morning of April 25, 1863, I left camp at Milliken’s Bend, 
La., with 20 men of.the company, as an escort for General McPherson. 
The remainder of the company, being left behind to move with the 
headquarters of the corps, marched to Richmond, La., distance, 12 
miles, and encamped for the night. 

On the 26th, marched to Smith’s plantation, on Bayou Vidal, and at 
that time the headquarters of the Department of the Tennessee; dis- 
tance, 15 miles. 

On the 27th, marched 6 miles farther and encamped. 

On the 28th, marched to Perkins’ Landing, on the Mississippi River; 
distance, 10 miles. 

At 1 o’clock on the morning of the 29th, the march was continued to 
Hard Times Landing, about 20 miles below Perkins’ Landing, opposite 
Grand Gulf, Miss., where we arrived that evening. 

On the morning of the 30th, we moved to the place of embarkation. 
Disembarked 12 miles below Grand Gulf. 

After crossing on the morning of May 1 with a part of the company 
and moving rapidly forward on the Port Gibson road to Thompson’s 
Hill, where a severe fight was in progress, arrived on the battle-field 
about 10a.m. Here all my men were detailed as orderlies for the corps 
and department headquarters; distance, about 20 miles. 

On the morning of May 2, entered Port Gibson, and during the day 
was joined by that portion of the company which had been left behind 
to bring forward the headquarters train. On the evening of the same 
day, moved from Port Gibson to the north fork of Bayou Pierre, dis- 
tance about 13 miles, arriving about 10 p. m., and was occupied until 
near daylight the next morning with an officer and 25 men in bringing 
in the stragglers belonging to the Third and Seventh Divisions of the 
corps. 

At 6 o’clock on the morning of the 3d, crossed the bayou, and was 
sent, with my company and General Logan’s escort, to reconnoiter the © 
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front of the line of march, as the enemy were believed to be in force. 
I sent part of the command on the Willow Springs road, and, with the 
remainder, proceeded on the Grand Gulf road. Found the enemy in 
considerable force, with artillery, infantry, and cavalry, on both roads 
but evidently retreating in the direction of Hankinson’s Ferry, on the 
Big Black River. I sent part of the cavalry with General Grant to 
Grand Gulf, and, with the remainder, accompanied the corps, recon- 
noitering the front and flanks, and at night encamped on the Big Black 
at the above-named ferry; distance, 8 miles. 

_The next day was occupied by me in reconnoitering the country in the 
direction of and beyond Rocky Springs, capturing’a number of horses, 
mules, wagons, and commissary stores, which were turned over to their 
respective departments, receiving receipts therefor. 

Remaining in camp on the Big Black until the afternoon of May 7, 
moved to Rocky Springs; remained till the morning of the 9th, and 
took the advance of the army, reconnoitering the front of the line of 
march until the army arrived within 8 miles of Raymond, Hinds County, 
Mississippi, having considerable skirmishing with the enemy about 5 
miles north of Utica on the afternoon of the 10th, encamping for the 
night on Weeks’ plantation, and 23 miles distant from Hankinson’s 
Ferry. Here a battalion of cavalry, composed of my company and 
Companies A and E, Second Wlinois Cavalry, and Company CO, Fifth 
Missouri Cavalry, was formed, in obedience to orders from headquarters 
Seventeenth Army Corps, to the command of which I was assigned, the 
battalion numbering 162 men for duty. 

The 11th was occupied by me in reconnoitering the roads in front, to 
the right and left of Weeks’ plantation, for a distance of 5 or 6 miles, 
encamping that night 2 miles in advance of said plantation. 

On the morning of the 12th, I proceeded with my command at 3.30 
a.m.on the Raymond road, soon meeting the enemy’s cavalry, and com- 
menced skirmishing with them, driving them within 2 miles of Raymond, 
losing Private Philip Wagner, Company ©, Fifth Missouri, killed, and 
Herman Fensky, same company, wounded, and found the enemy in force, 
who, being engaged by General Logan’s division, I used my command 
in watching the movements of the enemy on the right and left of our 
line of battle, with occasional skirmishing. After the enemy was routed, 
I started in pursuit, following them until after dark and about 3 miles 
beyond Raymond, capturing a number of prisoners ; returned, and en- 
camped in the latter place for the night; distance, 9 miles. 

Moved out in advance of the column on the morning of the 13th on 
the Clinton road, scouting the country in every direction, and skirmish- 
ing all day with the enemy’s cavalry, encamping for the night in Clin- 
ton, 10 miles distant from Raymond. 

On the 14th, reconnoitered the country in the advance and flanks of 
the column, on the Jackson road, meeting the enemy’s pickets about 5 
miles from Jackson. The enemy being engaged by General Crocker’s 
division, I used my cavalry in ascertaining, if possible, any movement 
on the part of the enemy to flank our position; also to communicate 
with General Sherman, who was on the right of our position. -At the 
- close of the fight moved into Jackson and encamped for the night; dis- 
tance, 10 miles. 

On the 15th, marched back on the Clinton road, passed through the 
town of Clinton, in the direction of Bolton Station, on the Vicksburg 
and Jackson Railroad, reconnoitering the country, encamping for the 
night on James’ plantation, 15 miles from Jackson. 

On the 16th, made a reconnaissance 3 or 4 miles to the right of Bol- 
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ton Station, visiting the plantation of Jefferson Davis, capturing his 
overseer, a lieutenant of the Twentieth Georgia Mounted Rifles [?], and a 
number of other prisoners, together with a number of mules and negroes 
of Davis’. The negroes were turned over to the pioneer corps of the 
Third Division, and the mules into the corral of the same division. Re- 
- turning, joined the army during the severe engagement at Champion’s 
Hill, where my command was used for divers purposes—a part of them 
for orderlies, some for driving up stragglers, and the remainder to watch 
the movements of the enemy on the right of our line. After the close 
of the engagement, moved forward about 2 miles and encamped. 

On the 17th, moved to Big Black, 6 miles distant, crossing the river 
on the morning of the 18th, and, reconnoitering to the right, came up 
with the column of General Sherman, moved on, and, after a march of 
17 miles, encamped before Vicksburg. 

From the 17th up to the 23d my command has been detailed for dif- 
ferent purposes, such as escorting wagon trains, Wc. 

On the 23d instant, I was ordered to direct my command, except those 
already detailed, and 13 more, to remain at headquarters Seventeenth 
Army Corps, to report to Colonel Johnson at Haynes’ Bluff, where they 
yet remain on duty. 

Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN 8S. FOSTER, 
Capt. Fourth Independent Company Ohio Cav., Comdg. Battalion. 


Lieut. Col. W. T. CLARK, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Seventeenth Army Corps. 


No. 11. 


Report of Brig. Gen. John Gregg, C. S. Army, commanding Confederate 
forces. 


AT Camp In Mapison County, MIss., 
May 20, 1863. 

Mason: While in camp 2 miles east of Jackson, Miss., at 3 a. m. on 
the 11th instant, I received a dispatch from the lieutenant-general com- 
manding, directing me to move my brigade promptly to Raymond, and 
I was directed to use Wirt Adams’ cavalry; at Raymond, for advanced 
pickets. 

‘By 5 o’cloeck the entire brigade was on the march, and at 4 p. m. we 
were at camp near Raymond. Upon my arrival I found the people in 
great consternatiop, being under the impression that the enemy were 
advancing from Port Gibson. I found none of Colonel Adams’ cavalry 
except a single sergeant and 4 men. There was a small State company, 
under the command of Captain Hall, who were, as I was informed, 
svouting in the direction of Port Gibson. I immediately sent forward 
Sergeant Miles and 4 men to put themselves in communication with 
Captain Hall, and bring me what information of the enemy’s movements 
could be obtained. I also placed strong infantry pickets on the road 
leading out southwardly and to the west. 

In the mean time I had dispatched Colonel Adams to move his com- 
mand to Raymond, unless otherwise ordered by Lieutenant-General 
Pemberton, his command being at Edwards Depot. During the night 
Captain [W. h.] Luckett, with a squadron of 50 men, reported to me, 
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and informed me that, having been ordered by Colonel Adams to picket 
the road leading from Raymond to Port Gibson and communicate with 
me, he had attempted to pass directly from Edwards Depot to the road 
below, without passing through Raymond, but had met the enemy at 
Dillon’s, 9 miles distant from Raymond, and, being unable to pass, had 
returned. Tearing that it might be the purpose of the enemy to travel - 
some one of the roads leading northeasterly into the road from Ray- 
mond to Jackson, and thus intercept my line of retreat, I ordered Cap- 
tain [W.8.] Yerger, who had now come up and assumed command of 
the squadron, to picket all these roads, and give me early information 
of the enemy’s movements in that direction. . 

Barly next morning I was informed by couriers from Captain Hall 
that the enemy were advancing rapidly by the road from Utica. Owing 
to the smallness of the mounted force (Captain Hall having but 40 
men, and these mostly youths from the neighborhood), I was unable to 
ascertain anything concerning the strength of the enemy. A dispatch 
from the lieutenant-general commanding intimated that the purpose of 
the enemy was supposed to be an advance upon Edwards Depot, and 
l inferred from it that it was possible that the force in front of me was 
a brigade on a marauding excursion. I was strengthened in this opin- 
ion by my scouts, who reported that the force they had seen was about 
2,500 or 3,000. It was absolutely necessary for me to await their com- 
ing, or to fall back without knowing whether the force of the enemy 
was superior or inferior to my own. 

The enemy moved up rapidly, and commenced an artillery fire upon 
my picket post at 10 o’clock. 

In the mean time I had moved the Seventh Texas Regiment (Colonel 
[H. B.| Granbury) to support the picket at the junction of the Port 
Gibson and Utica roads, and had moved the Fiftieth Tennessee Regi. 
ment (Lieutenant-Colonel [T. W.] Beaumont) out on the Lower Gallatin 
road, and ordered out the Tenth and Thirtieth Tennessee Regiments, 
consolidated (Col. R. W. MacGavock), to support it. I also ordered up 
the Third Tennessee Regiment (Col. C. H. Walker), a half mile out, and 
placed it in position between the roads. A single field, dotted with 
spots of timber, separated the Lower Gallatin and Utica roads, and the 
main force of the enemy was on the latter road. Finding that I would 
necessarily be driven into town by his artillery unless I moved up 
nearer, and believing from, the evidence I had that his force was a single 
brigade, I made my dispositions to capture it. I moved the Fiftieth, 
Tenth, and Thirtieth Tennessee across a portion of the field into the 
timber, to fall upon the enemy in rear of his battery, with instructions 
that they were to approach the enemy as near as possible and wait 
an attack by our right. I placed Captain [H. M.] Bledsoe, with his 
three pieces of artillery, on the road leading to Utica and Port Gibson, 
near their junction, directing him to select the most commanding posi- 
tion. Near the artillery I posted the First Tennessee Battalion. I 
then ordered up the Third Tennessee into the open field to the right of 
the Tenth and Thirtieth Tennessee, and the Seventh Texas I moved by 
the left flank behind some timber to the right of the Third Tennessee. 
I then sent back an order to the Forty-first Tennessee (Colonel [R.] 
Farquharson) to move his regiment to the position just before occupied 
by the Third Tennessee. I then ordered forward both the Seventh 
Texas and Third Tennessee into the timber behind which the enemy’s 
battery was posted, the enemy’s skirmishers having already been firing 
upon them from that wood. Skirmishers being advanced, they moved 
forward in gallant style, and hardly lost a man until they entered the 
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timber. The enemy was drawn up in two lines, but both lines were 
scattered immediately and fell back in a few minutes, but the enemy 
continued to re-enforce with fresh troops. The firing of musketry was 
rapid and continuous for more than two hours, and in that time I 
learned from Colonel Beaumont that no attack was made by the Fiftieth 
because of the immense force which extended back in the wood as far 
as he could see, and because the enemy were advancing a large force 
on his left flank. 

Owing to the failure of the Fiftieth, Tenth, and Thirtieth Tennessee 
to attack, the enemy were enabled to place a force upon the left flank 
of the Third Tennessee. I immediately ordered up the Forty-first to 
relieve the left of the Third Tennessee. Colonel Farquharson moved 
up in good order and took position promptly. By this time the superior 
force of the enemy had driven back the Seventh Texas and Third Ten- 
nessee, after great loss from both these regiments. Their retreat was 
protected by the Forty-first Tennessee, and the enemy having moved up 
on the left of our line, and having engaged the Tenth, Thirtieth, and 
Hiftieth Tennessee, the Forty-first also acted as a support to them. 

In this part of the engagement Col. R. W. MacGavock, of the Tenth 
Tennessee (commanding the consolidated Tenth and Thirtieth), was 
killed, and Lieutenant-Colonel [J. J.] Turner, of the. Thirtieth, took 
command. 

Receiving a dispatch at this time from Colonel Adams stating that 
the enemy had a large supporting force advancing, I ordered all the 
regiments to withdraw, which was effected in admirable order. Captain 
Bledsoe, with his artillery (one of the pieces of which burst during the 
engagement), continued during the whole day to keep back the enemy 
trom advancing either through the open field or by the road, and I have 
reason to think did great execution among his lines. 

During the engagement I ordered up. Major [S. H.] Colms with his 
battalion (First Tennessee) upon the right of our line, to prevent the 
enemy from throwing forward any part of his force between my own and 
the town, and he here engaged the enemy also. 

After the retrograde movement was commenced, Colonel [A. P.] 
Thompson, of the Third Kentucky, with six companies of mounted 
troops, reported to me, having just arrived from Jackson. I immedi- 
ately placed this force in position, together with Captain Bledsoe and 
his two remaining pieces, and this position they held until the infantry 
had moved some distance in the direction of Jackson, when they with- 
drew by my direction. 

I cannot. speak in terms of commendation too high of the coolness 
and judgment manifested by the commanders of the different regiments. 

Col. R. W. MacGavock, of the Tenth Tennessee (commanding Tenth 
and Thirtieth Tennessee consolidated), was killed while gallantly urg- 
ing his command to the conflict. Lieutenant-Colonel Beaumont was 
stricken on the head by a,rifle-ball, and for a time disabled while in the 
midst of the action. 

To all the commanding officers of regiments and battalions my thanks 
_ are due for the courage and skill displayed by them in the management 
of their commands, and I cannot too much applaud the judgment and 
coolness with which their efforts were seconded by the other field and 
company officers. 

The losses will be seen by reference to the reports hereto annexed. 
It will be seen that they were severe, especially in the Seventh Texas 
and Third Tennessee. The aggregate of killed in the brigade was 73 : 
wounded, 229; missing, 204. Of this number there were killed in the 
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Porty-first Tennessee, 2; wounded, 7. In the First Tennessee Battal- 
ion, killed, 3; wounded, 9. In the Fiftieth Tennessee, killed, 4; wounded, 
8. In the Tenth and Thirtieth Tennessee (consolidated), killed, 15; 
wounded, 59. In the Seventh Texas, killed, 22; wounded, 66. In the 
Third Tennessee, killed, 27; wounded, 90. 

It will be seen that the Third Tennessee and Seventh Texas were in 
the most trying part of the engagement. Prisoners taken by the enemy 
and escaped to us report the enemy’s loss at 150 killed and 400 wounded. 
I consider their statements reliable. 

Our aggregate engaged was 2,500. Ihave ascertained that the enemy 
had in the field three divisions, but the division commanded by Major- 
General Logan was the one particularly engaged. 

My command was encamped for the night, together with 1,000 men 
brought up by Brig. Gen. W. H. T. Walker, 5 miles from the battle-field. 

Very respectfully; 
JOHN GREGG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade. 


Maj. R. W. MEMMINGER, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
ADDENDA. 


Return of Casualties in the Confederate forces at Raymond, Miss., May 12, 1863. 


(Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, &c.] 


. Captured or 
Killed. Wounded. missing. 
| =| | 
oO ® o 5 
Command. | | | & Officers killed. 
. oS ° mo : ro cs 
ees ee a a ee |e |e 
Oo n oO D Oo n Hu 
oO bs] i>) pl | oO Ret on 
. a ei Es | Es a oh 
° A io) A ° A 4 
3d Tennessee .....--. 2 25 5 S55 \Ssas2 70 | 187 | Captain [R. 'l.] Cooper and Lieu- 
tenant [W. W.] Rutledge. 
10th Tennessee .-...--- 1 7 6 31 ut 6 52 | Colonel MacGavock and Lieut 
Jobn Ames mortally wounded. 
30th Tennessee .....--.|------ Tiles ates QBEIF sma. 1 36 
41st Tennessee -....--- 1 a | aes eat Un \aeeese 14 23 | Capt. Abner 8. Boone. 
50th Tennessee ..-.....|]...--- Ce pee ca Nei Reser 5 16 
1st Tennessee Battal- |....-- 3 } al  JSSetcs 30 42 
ion. 
Wthehexasuccs. scceee. 1 21 8 65 8 60 | 158 | Capt. W. H. Smith. Lieut. J.C. 
Kidd, J. W. Taylor, and A. H. 
White mortally wounded. 
Lotalcccaescst ans 5 68 20 231 4 186 51t 
No. 12. 


Report of Col. C. H. Walker, Third Tennessee Infantry. 


CAMP NEAR CALHOUN STATION, Miss., May 16, 1863. 


I submit the following report of the part taken by the Third Tennes- 
see Regiment in the battle near Raymond, Miss., May 12: . 

Iwas posted near the graveyard, and ordered to hold myself in read- 
iness to move in any direction that necessity might require. At about 
12 o’clock I was ordered to move on the Lower Gallatin road to a field, 
where I formed a line of battle in a ravine to the right of a scope of 
woods, and about 200 yards in front of another body of timber occupied 
by the enemy, the Seventi Texas being on my right. I was ordered by 
General [John] Gregg to advance to the woods in line of battle, with skir- 
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mishers in front, and on reaching the woods to move the regiment by the 
right of companies through it to the open field beyond, where the enemy 
were supposed to bein line. I advanced as ordered until my skirmish- 
ers reached the woods, when I discovered that the enemy were in strong 
force near its edge. I then ordered a charge, which was made in the 
most gallant manner under a galling fire, driving the enemy before us. 
They attempted to rally behind a deep ravine, with almost perpendicu- 
lar banks, but our advance was so rapid (the men jumping into the ravine 
and climbing up the opposite side) that the enemy again gave way and 
fled out of the woods into the open field. There they planted their 
colors in the ground, and made another effort to rally around them, but 
a sharp volley from our side speedily dispersed them. Upon reaching 
the edge of the woods, I received a heavy volley into the rear of my 
left flank. Not being able to see, on account of the thick brush, and 
supposing that the Tenth and Thirtieth Tennessee were there for my 
support, as General Gregg had assured me would be the case, I did not 
order a change of position, but directed the whole line to be held firm, 
until I went to the left and became satisfied that the enemy was in the 
rear, and at the same time a new column made its appearance in front. 
On discovering these positions of the enemy, I withdrew the regiment 
in as good order as the nature of the ground and thick undergrowth 
would admit, but not soon enough to prevent the capture of many of 
the men, who were in the most advanced positions. J reformed the regi- 
ment to the rear and right of the point from which we had advanced 
into the woods, and again formed a line on the same ground formerly 
occupied. Here, learning that the enemy were still flanking my left, 
I moved by the left flank to the rear of the scope of woods, and again 
formed the regiment on the Lower Gallatin road. While at this point, 
Lieutenant Gardin reported a probable approach of a cavalry force on 
my rear. Not knowing the position of any other of our regimeats ex- 
cept the Seventh Texas, I moved to the left and rear, intending to join 
it, when I met Captain [T. W.] Hall, assistant adjutant-general, who 
ordered me to retire slowly toward town, concealing my movements as 
much as possible. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the conduct of the officers and men 
of my command during the action. Every one did his duty. I re- 
proached many men for not halting and firing as they retired, but 
learned afterward that they had no cartridges, having fired the last one 
in their boxes before they were ordered from the front. I herewith 
append a list* of casualties. : 

C. H. WALKER, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Tennessee. 


No. 13. 


Report of Ineut. Col. James J. Turner, Thirtieth Tennessee Infantry, 
commanding Tenth and Thirtieth Tennessee. 


May 18, 1863. 
CAPTAIN: I beg leave to submit the following report of the part taken 
by the Tenth and Thirtieth Tennessee Regiments in the fight near Ray- 
mond, Miss., on May 12: 
We moved out on the Gallatin road about 9 a. m., and were posted 
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first across the road, about 1 mile from town, durin g the first artillery 
fight. While thus posted we were ordered to move forward between 
the Gallatin and Utica roads, through the woods, for about half a mile 
and were then formed in line of battle in the woods in front of an open 
field, with instructions to attack the enemy when the Fiftieth Tennes- 
see became engaged, but as they made no attack we waited for further 
orders. While thus posted, the artillery was still en gaged, and I could 
distinctly hear the commands of the Federal officers, some 400 yards in 
our front, forming in line of battle and also moving to our left in the 
direction of the Gallatin road. After remaining there for some fifteen 
minutes, we were ordered to move to the left about 600 yards, which we 
did at a double-quick, and we then formed in line in the edge of a dense 
woods, a large field being in our rear. I ordered forward a company of 
skirmishers in our front, and immediately I heard the engagement open 
between the enemy and the Third Tennessee and Seventh Texas. At 
this juncture we received an order leaving it discretionary whether to 
attack the enemy or not. After waiting a few minutes the skirmishers 
were withdrawn, and we moved rapidly by the right flank for about 500 
yards, and reached a position near that of the Third Tennessee, and 
after seven of the consolidated companies had filed into the field, the 
whole command changed direction by the left flank and moved forward 
rapidly in line. As soon as those in the field reached the crest of the 
hill, the enemy opened upon us from the front and right, and Colonel 
MacGavocek ordered a charge, which was responded to with alacrity by 
all the command. The command charged forward gallantly, cheering 
and firing as they went. The enemy, being on our right flank and 
strongly posted in the woods in our front, poured into our ranks a most 
destructive fire. We, however, drove them from the field on our right 
flank and reached the woods, but were forced to fall back to the top of 
the hil, and I formed them immediately in rear of the crest of the hill, 
and ordered them to lie down and load and fire, so as to be protected 
from the enemy’s fire, which continued very heavy. The three consoli- 
dated companies on the left wing being in a dense pine woods, could not - 
move as fast as the balance of the command, and, seeing the right fall 
back, I ordered the left to halt on the crest of the hill, and lie down under 
cover and load and fire to the right and front. Colonel MacGavock, 
in a few seconds after ordering the charge, while gallantly leading his 
men, fell, mortally wounded, and some 5 commissioned officers of the 
Tenth Tennessee were wounded about the same time. The firing thus 
continued for about half an hour without intermission on either side. 
We had left the Fiftieth Tennessee on our left, and I understood that 
they were to remain there to protect that flank, but, hearing nothing 
from them, I became apprehensive, and sent out Captain [C. S.] Doug- 
lass with a company of skirmishers to our left, who came back in a few 
minutes and reported that the enemy had advanced a heavy force in 
the open field on our left for some 250 yards in rear of my left flank, but 
separated from it by a dense pine undergrowth, some 200 yards wide, 
which had concealed their movement from my view. The enemy being 
in full force in my front, and sweeping around on my left with superior 
numbers, with the evident intention of gaining the Gallatin road and 
attacking us in the rear, so as to cut off our retreat, I at once saw that 
the only alternative was to quietly withdraw from the front and attack 
those on our left. I about-faced the command, and moved it back to 
the hollow some 100 yards, and then moved them by the right flank 
into the woods near the field where the enemy were, and ordered the 
whole command to cheer and halloo and charge the enemy at a double- 
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quick, being forced to do so. Faced by the rear rank, the order was 
enthusiastically responded to by officers and men, and at them they 
went, yelling like savages. The enemy stood till we came near the 
field, and delivered one volley at us, and then broke in utter confusion, 
and attempted but once to rally on their colors, but we came up within 
30 steps of them and killed their color-bearer, and the rout was com- 
plete. We drove them in all some 600 yards and until they reached 
the thick woods, and where they had a regiment drawn up in reserve, 
and fearing to advance longer, I ordered back the command to the crest 
of the hill, and formed them and ordered them to lie flat down. I then 
posted Captain [John] O’Neill’s company on the highest point of the 
hill, behind some houses and trees, to watch the enemy, and to fire on 
any of his advance or skirmishers that came in range, the fire being kept 
up all the time by the sharpshooters on each side. In about twenty 
minutes the enemy formed in line in the edge of the woods about 250 
yards in our front, and threw forward their skirmishers at a run to a 
ravine about 50 yards from us, but Captain O’Neill’s company, and 
some others below in some stables, poured into them a heavy fire, and 
they were forced to lie flat down in the ravine and conceal themselves, 
never again annoying us. While posted at this position I had from 
the cover of the hill a fine view in front and on either flank, and I saw 
two regiments of the enemy in our front and two on our left, moving 
in the direction of the Gallatin road, and who were fired into by the 
skirmishers of the Forty-first Tennessee, besides some cavalry moving 
in the same direction; their number, however, I could not estimate. 

We fought in the different engagements four regiments of the enemy 
without any assistance from artillery, and at the time we were ordered 
to retire a large number were without ammunition, and had we remained 
much longer we must have been captured. We secured and sent to the 
rear some 15 or 20 prisoners in the last engagement. In the first en- 
gagement I have no accurate means of knowing the loss of the enemy, 
but it was fally equal to our own, however; in the second fight, as we 
passed over and occupied the ground fought on, I can judge of their 
loss with considerable accuracy, and I estimate their killed and wounded 
there at 150; 20 were counted near one stable. When we fell back to 
town we lost 3 wounded. 

The men and line officers of both regiments, with but few exceptions, 
did their whole duty, and it would be invidious to mention the names 
of any without giving all. 

Lieutenant-Colonel [William] Grace and Major [B. G.] Bidwell were 
present all the time, and did their whole duty as brave and gallant 
officers. 

Adjutants [T. R.] Kelsey and [E. T.] Bush were prompt in carrying 
all orders, and contributed much to our success by their bravery and 
gallantry. 

In the fall of Colonel MacGavock the service has lost a brave and 
meritorious officer, and society an educated and talented gentleman. 

The following is a list* of the casualties of the Tenth and Thirtieth, 
so far as I can learn them. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES J. TURNER, 
Ineut. Col. Thirtieth Tenn., Comdg. Tenth and Thirtieth Tenn. 


[Captain] THomAs W. HALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* See p. 739, 
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No. 14. 
Kieport of Col. KR. Farquharson, Forty-first Tennessee Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS GREGG’S BRIGADE, 
Near Mississippi Springs, May 13, 1863. 

In the engagement yesterday near Raymond, my regiment (Forty-first 
Tennessee) being held in reserve, all the companies were not actively 
engaged until near its close; but in changing positions the regiment 
was several times under heavy fire. When moving from near the center 
of our line of, battle to the extreme left, which, judging from the firing 
in that direction, I apprehended was seriously menaced, I found the 
enemy’s skirmishers or sharpshooters advancing into a skirt of timber 
which partially enveloped our extreme left. I immediately threw out 
Captain [A. 8.] Boone’s company as skirmishers, with orders to clear 
the woods in front, and then moved the regiment farther to the left to a 
strong position on the road, thus forming as well as covering the 
extreme left of our line. Our skirmishers, under the gallant Captain 
Boone, advanced into the woods, driving the enemy, and did not fall 
back immediately, although met by a heavy force of the enemy, but 
continued to advance until fired upon by the enemy’s line. Captain 
Boone was killed at this discharge, and the enemy advancing immedi- 
ately, occupying the ground, I am sorry to say that the body of this 
gallant officer had to be left on the field. The enemy made no farther 
advance in that direction, however, and we continued to hold our posi- 
tion for more than half an hour, and until we were ordered by General 
Gregg to retire slowly from the field in rear of the brigade, which we 
did very slowly and in excellent order. 

The following is a list of casualties.* 


Respectfully submitted. 
R. FARQUHARSON, 
Colonel Lorty-first Tennessee. 


Capt. Tuomas W. HALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 15. 
Report of Lieut. Col. T. W. Beaumont, Fiftieth Tennessee Infantry. 


May 16, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: In obedience to an order directing me to forward a report 
of the part my regiment sustained in the engagement near Raymond 
on Tuesday last, &c., I have to state that in the forenoon of Tuesday I 
was ordered to take position with my regiment on the Lower Gallatin 
road, about 14 miles from Raymond, with instructions to extend my line 
toward the left, if the enemy continued to move in that direction. Be- 
fore reaching the position, the battle was opened by the artillery, with 
occasional musketry. It was not long before General [John] Gregg rode 
up and ordered me to move through an old field into a woods in rear of 
the enemy’s battery, and attack the battery in rear unless I should find 
it too strongly protected by infantry, and, in the latter event, to fall 
back, maintaining as good order as possible. The Tenth and Thirtieth 
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Tennessee Regiments, under Colonel [R. W.] MacGavock, were ordered 
to support me in the attack. On passing the picket station in the field, 
L was informed by one of the sentinels that the enemy had possession of 
the woods, and that the commands of their officers could be distinctly 
heard. I deployed skirmishers in advance of the regiment and moved 
cautiously into the woods. The skirmishers had to pass over a running 
stream of water, with steep, abrupt banks, up which they pulled them- 
selves by the roots of trees and bushes, preserving their line and march- 
ing ail the while in admirable order. The regiment followed at proper 
distance, observing the general’s precaution to maintain perfect silence. 
They had just crossed the creek when a rapid firing of the skirmishers 
indicated the presence of the enemy. I proceeded at once to the front, 
and found that the fire had been directed on a body of the enemy’s cav- 
alry. The effect of the fire was highly satisfactory. The enemy fled in 
every direction, many of the horses without riders, and many of the 
riders without horses, while a considerable number were left dead on 
the field. We continued to fire on them as long as they were in sight. 

On reconnoitering the position, I found that the battery was supported 
by a line of infantry, which extended as far as I could see toward our 
right, their right resting in the woods in which we were standing. On 
our left another body of troops was seen, but their strength could not 
be estimated, as they were hidden from view, with the exception of one 
regiment, by the timber. ‘The space open to view on the right was suffi- 
cient to contain two fullregiments. Iwas satisfied thatan attack would 
be uninviting. I therefore ordered the regiment to withdraw from the 
woods, and, in accordance with instructions received in the forenoon from 
General Gregg, proceeded toward the left, to prevent the force which I 
had seen in that direction from outflanking us. I sent Major [C. W.| 
Robertson to inform the general of the state of affairs and of my move- 
ments. He soon rejoined us, stating that he could not learn where the 
general was at that time. I learned from him that Colonel MacGavock 
was in the same part of the field with myself. I had supposed until 
then that he was farther toward the right. 

The enemy continued to extend their line toward the left, and in en- 
deavoring to keep even pace with them, I passed Colonel MacGavock’s 
command. Irom him I ascertained that it was the general’s intention 
to attack the enemy’s lines, and that he would expect us to advance at 
once. As there was a wide interval between the Tenth and Thirtieth 
(now again on our right) and the center regiments, I placed myself 
under Colonel MacGavock’s orders to insure concert of action, which I 
considered of the greatest importance to the success of the attack. He 
indicated the position he wished me to occupy, to which I proceeded, 
formed line of battle, and sent to let him know that I was ready to ad- 
vance as soon as he gave the word. In answer to my message, he sent 
word that he would await orders. <A short time afterward he moved 
his regiment toward the right and I lost sight of him. 

Our regiment was thus left entirely alone. I sent scouts and skir- 
mishers to the front and to both flanks. In afew moments afterward 
Theard rapid and continuous firing, indicating a hot engagement be- 
tween the Tenth and Thirtieth and the enemy, and my scouts returned 
with information that Colonel MacGavock was driven from his position 
~ and was falling back; that the woods which we occupied were full of 
Yankees, and that they were advancing in large force in front of us. I 
had searcely received their reports before a heavy fire was poured into 
my right flank, and the skirmishers of the enemy were advancing rapidly 
in my front. I withdrew the regiment in tolerable order and proceeded 
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to the road. Here we received another fire from the enemy, who oc- 
cupied the position previously vacated by Colonel MacGavock. We 
formed line of battle promptly, and returned their fire with the effect of 
driving them back, and without further annoyance we reached the posi- 
tion originally held by us in the morning. I learned here that Colonel 
MacGavock had not fallen back; my scout, having no knowledge of his 
change of position as above stated, suppesed when he found he was 
gone that he had abandoned the field. The engagement between his 
command and the enemy was renewed, and, guided by the sound of the 
guns, we advanced to his support. The ‘firing, however, ceased before 
we definitely ascertained where the battle was going’ on, but we con- 
tinued our advance in the same direction. In crossing the field inter- 
vening between us and the point we were aiming at, we met the Forty- 
first Tennessee Regiment on their way to the extreme left. When we 
reached the woods, we found ourselves on the right of the Tenth and 
Thirtieth. The firing, with the exception of a little sharpshooting, had 
ceased. 

The enemy on our right were preparing to advance to the road 
through the old field into our rear, thus cutting off communication with 
the town and endangering the safety of the Tenth and Thirtieth and 
Forty-first Regiments. We marched quickly by the right flank into the 
field, under cover of a ravine with rather steep hills on each side. The 
enemy’s skirmishers were deployed in our front, a little to the right. I 
posted my line of skirmishers behind the crest of the hill and ordered 
them to fire. The fire was effective, and drove them back in considerable 
confusion into their cover in the woods. When they reached the woods 
where their main body was concealed, they opened a feeble fire upon 
us, but a singie volley from our regiment silenced them completely, and 
as long as we remained on the field they made no further effort to get 
into our rear in that direction. 

After this we were requested. by the officer commanding the Tenth 
and Thirtieth to dispose our regiment so as to meet a body of the enemy 
then advancing as if to attack them in flank. To meet this movement 
it was necessary to march by the left flank into the woods again. After 
posting skirmishers to watch the movements of that body of the enemy 
' we had just engaged, we re-entered the woods, and disposed the regi- 
ment in a way to meet the movement of the enemy in either direction 
on the right or left. While in this position, awaiting developments 
and resting the men, I was informed that the Tenth and Thirtieth and 
Forty-first Regiments had been ordered to fall back. Having ascer- 
tained that this information was correct, and having no orders to the 
contrary, I also withdrew my regiment, as their falling back left me too 
much exposed. We reached the road in time to take position between 
the Tenth and Thirtieth and Forty-first, and in this order marched back 
to town. While in the road, the enemy’s artillery kept up a vigorous 
shelling, but this did not. prevent us from securing our knapsacks and 
hayersacks, which had been left on the roadside as we went out to the 
field. 

The officers and men of the regiment behaved exceedingly well. Some 
of the new recruits became confused in some of the maneuvers, and a 
few of them fired badly, but most of them, even some who have since 
deserted, fought bravely. ; 

I am indebted to the officers and men of Companies A and B for the 
manner in which they performed their duties as skirmishers. Also to 
Lieutenant [R. T.] Hewell, Company F, employed as a scout, for prompt 
information of the enemy’s movements. 
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Major Robertson was consulted in almost all the important movements, 
and is entitled to a full share of whatever credit is due the regiment. 

I must be permitted also to express my acknowledgment of the serv- 
ices of Captain Porter, of General Johnston’s staff, who volunteered 
in my regiment, and commanded a company during the engagement. 

Two of my largest companies (D and G) were on picket duty during 
the engagement, and another (Company E) was escorting a foraging 
train, and did not reach the field until the battle had been going on 
several hours. I felt their absence very keenly. 

In the attack on the enemy in the old field, the last attack we made, 
I received a slight wound in the head, which bled profusely, but did not 
disable me. 

The following is a list of casualties.* 

All of which is respectfully submitted as my official report of the 
part sustained by the Tiftieth Tennessee Regiment in the battle of Ray- 
mond. *. 

T. W. BEAUMONT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regvment. 


Capt. THomAs W. HALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 16. 
Report of Maj. S. H. Colms, First Tennessee Battalion. 


May 16, 1863. 


Sir: On Tuesday last, at Raymond, I was ordered to move my com- 
mand out on the Port Gibson road, which was done. After we took our 
position, I was ordered to support Bledsoe’s battery. About 2 p. m. I 
was ordered to occupy a position in a skirt of woods immediately in 
front of the enemy and on the north side of the Port Gibson road. This 
position was scarcely taken until I was ordered to double-quick and take 
position in the rear of Bledsoe’s battery. The movement was nearly 
completed when I was ordered to check a flank movement of the enemy 
on their extreme left. I immediately moved my command forward, and 
took position in the field on the south side of the Port Gibson road, under 
the fire of the enemy’s batteries, and on his extreme left, where I found 
[formed] my line of battle as last designated. The enemy had drawn up 
in line two regiments, and was in the act of making a flank movement. 
As soon as they saw us in line on their left flank, they fled behind a 
skirt of woods on the south side of the field and disappeared, During 
this time the enemy’s sharpshooters and their batteries were keeping up 
a most terrific fire upon us. When the enemy disappeared from our 
front, I changed my position to the road on the left of Bledsoe’s battery, 
and then again by order still farther to the left, under the brow of a hill 
in the field to the left of the road. 

In this action we suffered severely in killed, wounded, and missing, a 
list of which is as follows :* 
S. H. COLMS, 
Major First Tennessee Battalion. 
Capt. THomas W. HALt, 
Assistant Adjutant. General. 


“See p. 739, 
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No. 17. 
Report of Col. H. B. Granbury, Seventh Texas Infantry. 


IN CAMP NEAR CALHOUN STATION, MIss., 
May 15, 1863. 


CAPrAIn: On Tuesday, the 12th instant, about 9 a. m., I received 
orders from Brigadier-General [John] Gregg to move my regiment from 
its position in camp near Raymond, Miss., to a point about 1 mile south 
of the town, near the fork of the Port Gibson and Utica roads. In half 
an hour I was in position in a small wood on the left of the road, and 
about 100 paces from the fork, the enemy’s cavalry being then in view 
in the field southward. I sent Captain [T. B.] Camp, of Company B, 
with asmall detachment of picked men from his company, and Company 
A (armed with Enfield rifles), to a bridge on the Utica road, some 300 or 
400 paces in advance of the position then occupied by the regiment. In 
a few moments he was engaged with the enemy’s cavalry, and he reports 
3 unhorsed. . 

In the mean time, the enemy had a battery in position about 600 yards 
in advance of our position, and opened fire on Captain [H. M.] Bledsoe’s 
battery, then being planted in the field, on the right of the road and a 
little to the rear of my position. Private [D.] Kennedy, of Company H, 
was wounded in the leg by a shrapnel from the enemy’s battery. In 
the course of three-quarters of an hour I moved my regiment, by the gen- 
eral’s order, diagonally through the wood to an open field to the left, 
forming for attack at a position opposite the. bridge, at which Captain 
Camp’s skirmishers were engaged. The Third Tennessee were already 
in line of battle on my left. J advanced skirmishers (leaving Captain 
Camp’s detachment to protect my right flank), under Captains [W. H.|] 
Smith and [J. H.| Collett, the line following at a distance of 100 paces. 
The ground was open to the top of the hill in front, and from there 
across a creek bottom to the enemy’s second line on the next hill was 
wooded. 

I should have remarked that, before advancing, Private J. L. Gallo- 
way, of Company A, was severely wounded in the shoulder by a grape 
or canister shot, the enemy’s battery having discovered and opened fire 
on us while forming. 

As my skirmishers neared the wood on the brow of the hill, the enemy 
commenced firing from their first line of infantry, posted near the base 
of the hill. I ordered my regiment to advance in double-quick time. 
The men obeyed with alacrity, and, when in view of the enemy, rushed 
forward with a shout. So near were the enemy and so impetuous the 
charge, that my regiment could have blooded a hundred bayonets had 
the men been supplied with that weapon. As it was, the enemy fled 
after firing one volley, leaving a number of prisoners, among them 
Captain Tubbs, Twenty-third Indiana Infantry, who struck at Major 
[K. M.] Vanzandt with his sword, and was disarmed by Sergeant [J. M. 
C.] Duncan, of Company K. 

The enemy made a stand of some ten minutes at the creek, when we 
took position just beyond the run of the creek, using the bluff as a 
breastwork. After holding this position an hour and a half (during 
_which time the firing was uninterrupted and terrific), I received word 
from Lieutenant-Colonel [C. J.] Clack, Third Tennessee, that the enemy 
were outflanking his regiment on the left. I ordered Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel [W. L.] Moody to withdraw the right of the regiment, and I went 
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to see Major Vanzandt, to attend to the left and center. Reaching the 
left, I thought we could still hold the position, and reflecting that Gen- 
eral Gregg had told me that the Tenth, Thirtieth, and Fiftieth Ten- 
nessee Regiments were to attack the enemy’s right, I dispatched a run- 
ner to Lieutenant-Colonel Moody, with an order to hold his position. 
The messenger was killed before reaching Colonel Moody, and he, fol- 
lowing the original order, withdrew about three companies from the 
right. Upon reaching the open field to the rear, he rallied these, with 
some stragglers from other regiments, and seeing the Tenth Tennessee 
going into action on the left, joined them with the remainder of the 
regiment. I held the position on the bluff of the creek until the men had 
exhausted their own ammunition and emptied the cartridge-boxes of 
the dead of the enemy and of our own killed and wounded ; besides, the 
Third Tennessee having previously withdrawn, the enemy had doubled 
round my left flank, and were pouring a murderous enfilading fire along 
my already shattered ranks. I then ordered a retreat. 7 

Captain [W. H.] Smith (Company F), after acting with marked gal- 
lantry, fell, pierced with three balls. Captain [J. W.] Brown was wounded 
in the head and abdomen, but borne from the field and saved. Captain 
[J. H.] Collett (Company G) was wounded by a grape-shot. Captain 
[O. P.| Forrest (Company H) fell in the retreat. I do not know the 
nature of his injury. Lieutenants [J. C.] Kidd (Company A), [J. W.] 
Taylor (Company D), and [A. H.] White (Company I), were all wounded. 
Lieutenants [J. D.] Miles (Company G) and [T.8.] Townsend (Company 
E) were slightly wounded. Lieutenants [W. A.] Collier and [J. N.] 
Monin (Company K) were at the creek when the retreat was ordered. 
They are among the missing. All these officers were in the front of the 
fight, and behaved with the soldier’s best courage. 

The cool bravery of Lieutenant-Colonel Moody, on tbe right, and Major 
Vanzandt, on the left, sustained the regiment for so long a time in this 
unequal combat. 

The above statement of facts will show that all the officers of the line 
and the men did their whole duty. 

My loss in killed is known to be so many as 22; in wounded, 66, and 
missing, 70. 

The woods were very thick, and it is probable that many of the miss- 
ing are either killed or wounded. My judgment is that there were as 
many: as 30 or 40 of the enemy’s killed from the edge of the wood to the 
creek and in the run ofthecreek. What their loss was beyond the creek. 
where we did the greatest execution and fought the longest, is a matter 
of conjecture. ; 

My regiment went into action with an aggregate of 306. Total loss 
in killed, wounded, and missing, 158. 

I omitted to state that Captain [E. T.] Broughton, Company C, was 
among the last to leave the creek, having animated his men throughout 
the affair with his presence and bearing. He is among the missing. 

‘ I send herewith a memorandum in detail of the casualties* as far as 
cnown, 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

H. B. GRANBURY, 
Colonel Seventh Regiment Texas Infantry. 


Capt. THomas W. HAtu, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* See p. 739. 
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MAY 14, 1863.—Engagement at Jackson, Miss. 
REPORTS.* 


No. 1.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces. 

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U.S. Army, | ifteenth Army Corps, includ- 
ing operations April 20-May 22. 

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. James M. Tuttle, U.S. Army, commanding Third Diviston, includ- 
ing operations May 2-22. 

No, 4.—Brig. Gen. Ralph P. Buckland, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, 
including operations May 2-22. 

No. 5.—Col, DeWitt C. Thomas, Ninety-third Indiana Infantry, including operations 
May 2-July 16. 

No. 6.—Col. William L. MeMillen, Ninety-fifth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 7.—Col. Lucius F. Hubbard, Fifth Minnesota Infantry, Second Brigade, includ- 
ing operations May 2-22. 

No. 8.—Brig. Gen. Charles L. Matthies, U.S. Army, commanding Third Brigade, in- 
cluding operations May 2-22. 

No. 9.—Col. Jesse I. Alexander, Fifty-ninth Indiana Infantry, First Brigade, Sev- 
enth Division, Seventeenth Army Corps, including operations May 3-24. 

No. 10.—Col. Gabriel Bouck, Eighteenth Wisconsin Infantry, including operations 
May 13-July 6. 

No. 11.—Col. Samuel A. Holmes, Tenth Missouri Infantry, commanding Second Bri- 
gade, including operations April 18-May 23. 

No. 12.—Col. David B. Hillis, Seventeenth Iowa Infantry, including operations April 
20-May 24. 

No. 13.—Maj. Francis C. Deimling, Tenth Missouri Infantry, including operations 
April 20-May 23. 

No. 14.—Brig. Gen. John Gregg, C. 8. Army, commanding at Jackson. 

No. 15.—Col. Peyton H. Colquitt, Forty-sixth Georgia Infantry, commanding Gist’s 


brigade. 
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No. 1, 
Return of Casualties e Union forces engaged at Jackson, Miss., May 
14, 1863. 
[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, &c.] 
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* See also general reports of Grant and Pemberton ; battle of Port Gibson, reports 
of Logan and McPherson; engagement at Raymond, reports of Crocker, Sanborn, 
and J. E. Smith; battle of Champion’s Hill (Part II), Tourtellotte’s report; siege of 
Vicksburg (Part II), Sampson’s report. j 

+ Steele’s (First) Division in reserve, and not actively engaged. 

{ No loss reported. 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces engaged at Jackson, Miss., §-c.—Continued. 
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First Brigade—Continued. 
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Second Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. JosEPH A. MOWER. 


Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. CHartes L. MATTHIES. 
8th Iowa* 


12th Iowa* 
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SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS.+ 
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SEVENTH DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. Marcetius M. Crocker. 
First Brigade. 
Sol. JOHN B. SANBORN. 
48th Indiana 
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*No loss reported. 
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t Col. John N, Cromwell; killed near Jackson, May 16. 
{ Logan’s (Third) division in reserve, and not actively engaged. 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces engaged at Jackson, Miss., §:c.—Continued. 
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OFFICER KILLED.—Lieut. John Inskeep, 17th Iowa Infantry, 


No, 2. 


Report of Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, Fifteenth Army Corps, in- 
cluding operations April 20-May 22. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Walnut Hills, Miss., May 24, 1863. 

Srr: In order to make a connected history of events preceding the 
final issue of this campaign, I avail myself of this the first leisure hour 
to give substantially the operations of the Fifteenth Army Corps since 
the movement began. 

General Grant’s orders for an advance by way of Grand Gulf were 
dated April 20, 1863, and gave McClernand’s corps the right, MePher- 
son’s the center, and mine the left, the movement being by the right 
flank. 4 

I had made all preparations for the movement, when, on the 26th, I 


* Detached. + No loss reported, 
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received General Grant’s letter from Smith’s plantation, near Carthage, 
describing the road as so very difficult that he ordergd me to delay until 
the roads improved or the system of canals, then in process of construc- 
tion, could be finished. 

Subsequently, on April 28, I received his letter, fixing the time when 
he proposed to attack Grand Gulf, and saying that a simultaneous 
feint on the enemy’s batteries on the Yazoo, near Haynes’ Bluff, would 
be most desirable, provided it could be done without the ill-effect on 
the army and the country of the appearance of arepulse. Knowing full 
well the army could distinguish a feint from a real attack by succeed- 
ing events, and assured the country would in due season recover from 
the effect, 1 made the necessary orders, and embarked on ten steamboats 
my Second Division (Blair’s), and about 10 a.m.on April 29 proceeded 
to the mouth of the Yazoo, where I found the flag-boat Black Hawk, 
Captain Breese, U. S. Navy, with the Choctaw (just arrived) and De 
Kalb, iron-clads, with the Tyler and several smaller wooden. boats of 
the fleet all ready, with steam up, prepared to co-operate in the pro- 
posed demonstrations against Haynes’ Bluff. Captain Breese fully 
comprehended the purpose of the movement and managed the fleet 
admirably. 

We at once proceeded up the Yazoo in order, and lay for the night 
of April 29 at the mouth of Chickasaw, and early next morning pro- 
veeded up within easy range of the enemy’s batteries. The Choctaw 
led, followed by the De Kalb, she by the Tyler, she by the Black Hawk, 
and the fleet in order behind. ; 

The Choctaw at once engaged the batteries at very fair range, and 
the De Kalb maneuvered so as to use her batteries with as little risk 
to her unarmored part as the circumstances warranted. The Tyler and 
Black Hawk also came into action, and for four hours a very pretty 
demonstration was kept up, when the boats engaged were called out of 
range. The Tyler had received one shot and the Choctaw some fifty, 
but, strange to say, no men were hurt. Waiting till toward evening, 
I ordered the division of troops to disembark in full view of the enemy 
and seemingly prepare to assault, but I knew full well that there was 
no road across the submerged field that lay between the river and the 
bluff. As soon as the troops were fairly out on the levee, the gunboats 
resumed their fire, and the enemy’s batteries replied with spirit. We 
could see them moving guns, artillery, and infantry back and forth, and 
evidently expecting a real attack... Keeping up appearances till night, 
the troops were re-embarked. During the next day similar movements 
were made, accompanied by reconnaissances of all the country on both 
sides of the Yazoo. 

While there, I received General Grant’s orders to hurry forward to- 
ward Grand Gulf. Dispatching orders to the divisions of Steele and 
Tuttle at once to march for Grand Gulf via Richmond, I prolonged the 
demonstration till night, and quietly dropped back to our camp at 
Young’s Point. No casualties were sustained save a slight wound from 
a splintered rail by a man of the Highth Missouri. 

Reaching Young’s Point during the night of May 1, the next morning 
Blair’s division broke camp and moved up to Milliken’s Bend. At 
the same time Steele’s division marched from Milliken’s Bend and Tut- 
tle’s from Duckport, Blair’s division remaining as a garrison till relieved 
by troops ordered from Memphis. 

The march from Milliken’s Bend to the plantation of Hard Times, on 
the west bank of the Mississippi, 4 miles above Grand Gulf, occupied 
uutil noon of May 6, distance 63 miles. We crossed over the river 
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during the night of the 6th and day of the 7th, and on the 8th marched 
18 miles out to Hankinson’s Ferry, across the Big Black, relieving 
Crocker’s division, of MePherson’s corps. At noon of the LOtb, by 
order of General Grant, the floating bridge across the Black was 
effectually destroyed, and the troops marched forward to Big Sandy. 

On the 11th, we marched to Auburn, and on the morning of the 12th, 
at Iourteen-Mile Creek, first met opposition. The Fourth Iowa Cav- 
alry, Lieutenant-Colonel Swan commanding, leading the advance, was 
fired on as it approached the bridge across the creek. One man was 
killed and the horse of Major Winslow was shot under him. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Swan dismounted the men, armed with carbines 
(about 100), and began to skirmish with the enemy, which afterward 
proved to be Wirt Adams’ cavalry, but the bushes were so dense that 
nothing could be seen but the puffs of smoke from their guns. The 
bridge also was burning. Arriving at the head of the column, I ordered 
Landgraeber’s battery forward to give the bushes a few quick rounds 
of canister, and Woods’ brigade, of Steele’s division, to cross over, its 
front well covered with skirmishers. This disposition soon cleared the 
way, and the pioneer company was put to work to make a crossing in 
lieu of the burned bridge. 

This affair delayed us about three hours, when we crossed over just 
in time to see the enemy’s cavalry disappear over the hill. General 
Grant in person was with my column at the time, and ordered me to 
encamp there one division (Steele’s) on the Edwards Depot road and 
the other (Tuttle’s) toward Raymond. While there we heard that the 
enemy had met General McPherson near Raymond and was defeated. 

Next morning we marched to Raymond and passed on to Mississippi 
Springs, where we surprised a cavalry picket, capturing them; and on 
the following day, namely, May 14, pushed on to Jackson by the lower 
road, McPherson’s corps following the Clinton road. We communicated 
during the night, so as to arrive at Jackson about the same hour. 

During the day it rained in torrents, and the roads, which had been 
very dusty, became equally muddy ; but we pushed on, and about 10 
a.m. were within 3 miles of Jackson. Then we heard the guns of Mc- 
Pherson to the left, and our cavalry advance reported an enemy to our 
front, at a small bridge at the foot of the ridge, along which the road 
we traveled led. 

The enemy opened on us briskly with a battery. Hastily reconnoiter- 
ing the position, I ordered Mower’s and Matthies’ brigades, of Tuttle’s 
division, to deploy forward to the right and left of the road, and Buek- 
land’s to close up. Waterhouse’s and Spoor’s batteries were placed on 
commanding ground and soon silenced the enemy’s guns, when he re- 
tired about half a mile into the skirt of woods in front of the intrench- 
ments at Jackson. Mower’s brigade followed him up, and he soon took 
refuge behind the intrenchments. 

The stream, owing to its precipitous banks, could only be passed on 
the bridge, which the enemy did not attempt to destroy, and forming 
the troops in similar order beyond the bridge, only that Mower’s brigade, 
from the course he took in following the enemy, occupied the ground to 
the left of the road and Matthies’ brigade to the right, the two batteries 
in the center, and Buckland’s brigade in reserve. 

As we emerged from the woods, to our front and as far to the left as 
we could see, appeared a line of intrenchments, and the enemy kept up 
a pretty brisk fire with artillery from the points that enfiladed our road. 
In order to ascertain the nature of the flanks of this line of intrench- 
ments, I directed Captain Pitzman, acting engineer, to take a regiment 
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of the reserve, namely, the Ninety-fifth Ohio, and make a detour to the 
right to see what was there. While he was gone, Steele’s division closed 
up. About 1 p.m. Captain Pitzman returned, reporting that he had 
found the enemy’s intrenchments abandoned at the point where they 
crossed the railroad, and he had left the Ninety-fifth Ohio there in pos- 
session. I at once ordered General Steele to lead his whole division into 
Jackson by that route, and as soon as I heard the cheers of his men, 
Tuttle’s division was ordered in by the main road. The enemy’s ia- 
fantry had escaped to the north by the Canton road, but we captured 
about 250 prisoners with all the enemy’s artillery (eighteen guns), with 
much ammunition and valuable public stores. 

Disposing the troops on the outskirts of the town, in obedience to a 
summons from General Grant, I met him and General McPherson at 
the hotel near the State-house, and received orders to at once occupy 
the line of rifle-pits, and on the following day to destroy effectually 
the railroad tracks in and about Jackson, and all the property belong- 
ing to the enemy. Accordingly, on the morning of May 15, Steele’s 
division was set to work to destroy the railroad and property to the 
south and east, including Pearl River Bridge, and Tuttle’s division that 
to the north and west. This work of destruction was well accomplished, 
and Jackson, as a railroad center or Government depot of stores and 
military factories, can be of little use to the enemy for six months. 

The railroads were destroyed by burning the ties and warping the 
iron. I estimate the destruction of the roads 4 miles east of Jackson, 
3 south, 3 north, and 10 west. 

In Jackson the arsenal buildings, the Government foundry, the gun- 
carriage establishment, including the carriages for two complete six- 
gun batteries, stable, carpenter and paint shops were destroyed. The 
penitentiary was burned, I think, by some convicts who had been set 
free by the Confederate authorities; also avery valuable cotton factory. 
This factory was the property of the Messrs. Greene, who made strong 
appeals, based on the tact that it gave employment to very many 
females and poor families, and that, although it had woven cloth for the 
enemy, its principal use was in weaving cloth for the people; but I 
decided that machinery of that kind could so easily be converted into 
hostile uses that the United States could better afford to compensate 
the Messrs. Greene for their property, and feed the poor families thus 
thrown out of employment, than to spare the property. I therefore as- 
sured all such families if want should force them they might come to 
the river, where we would feed them till they-could find employment 
or seek refuge in some more peaceful land. Other buildings were de- 
stroyed in Jackson by some mischievous soldiers (who could not be 
detected) which was not justified by the rules of war, including the 
Catholic church and Confederate Hotel—the former resulting from 
accidental circumstances and the latter from malice. 

General Mower occupied the town with his brigade and two com- 
panies of cavalry, and maintained.as much order as he could among 
the mass of soldiers and camp-followers that thronged the place during 
our short stay there; yet many acts of pillage occurred that I regret, 
arising from the effect of some bad rum found concealed in the stores of 
the town. 

On the morning of the 16th, I received a note from General Grant, 
written at Clinton, reporting the enemy advancing from Edwards Depot, 
and ordering me to put in motion one of my divisions toward Bolton, 
and to follow with the other as soon as I had completed the work of 
destruction ordered. 
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- Steele’s division marched at 10 a. m., and Tuttle’s followed at noon. 
As the march would necessarily be rapid, I ordered General Mower to 
parole the prisoners of war, and to evacuate Jackson as the rear of Tut- 
tle’s division passed out. I paroled these prisoners because the wounded 
men of McePherson’s corps had been left in a hospital, in charge of Sur- 
geon Hewitt, to the mercy of the enemy, who I knew would re-enter Jack- 
son as we left. The whole corps marched from Jackson to Bolton, nearly 
20 miles, that day, and next morning resumed the march by a road 
lying to the north of Baker’s Creek, reaching Bridgeport, on the Big 
Black, at noon. There I found Blair’s division and the pontoon train. 
The enemy had a small picket on the west bank in a rifle-pit command- 
ing the crossing, but, on exploding a few shells over the pit, they came 
out and surrendered—a lieutenant and 10 men. The pontoon bridge was 
laid across, under the direction of Captain [H. C.] Freeman, and Blair’s 
and Steele’s divisions passed over that night, Tuttle’s following next 
morning. 

Starting with the break of day, we pushed rapidly, and by 9.30 a. m. 
of May 18 the head of the column reached the Benton road, and we com- 
manded the Yazoo, interposing a superior force between the enemy at 
Vicksburg and his forts onthe Yazoo. Resting a sufficient time to ena- 
ble the column to close up, we pushed forward to the point where the road 
forks, and sending forward on each road the Thirteenth Regulars to the 
right and the Kighth Missouri to the left, with a battery at the forks, I 
awaited General Grant’s arrival. He came up very soon, and directed 
me to operate on the right, McPherson on the center, and McClernand 
on the left. Leaving a sufficient force on the main road to hold it till 
McPherson came up, I pushed the head of my column on this road till 
the skirmishers were within musket-range of the defenses of Vicksburg. 
Here I disposed Blair’s division to the front, Tuttle’s in support, and 
ordered Steele’s to follow a blind road to the right till lie reached the 
Mississippi. By dark his advance was on the bluffs, and early next 
morning he reached the Haynes’ Bluff road, getting possession of the 
enemy’s outer works, his camps, and many prisoners left behind dur-, 
ing their hasty evacuation, and had his pickets up within easy range 
of the enemy’s new line of defenses, so that by 8 a.m. of May 19 we had 
compassed the enemy to the north of Vicksburg, our right resting on 
the Mississippi River, with a plain view of our fleets at the mouth of 
the Yazoo and Young’s Point, Vicksburg in plain sight, and nothing 
separated us from the enemy but a space of about 400 yards of very 
difficult ground, cut up by almost impracticable ravines, and his line 
of intrenchments. I ordered the Fourth Iowa Cavalry to proceed rap- 
idly up to Haynes’ Bluff and secure possession of that place, it being 
perfectly open to the rear. By 4 p. m. the cavalry was on the high 
bluff behind, and Colonel Swan, being assured that the place had been 
evacuated, dispatched Captain Peters to go in and secure the place. 

I inclose Colonel Swan’s report,* with one from Lieutenant Clark,* 
from which you will see that the Fourth Iowa Cayalry first got posses- 
sion of the enemy’s battery (evacuated, of course, when we were in full 
possession of the Benton road) and delivered it over, with its guns, 
magazine (filled), and material, to the gunboat De Kalb, at the time (4 
p.m. May 19) lying 2 miles below in Yazoo River. Also on that day com- 
munication was opened with our fleet at Young’s Point and the mouth 
of the Yazoo, and bridges and roads made to bring up ammunition and 
provisions from the mouth of Chickasaw, to which point supply boats 
- had been ordered by General Grant. Up to that time our men had 


* Not found, 
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literally lived upon the country, having left Grand Gulf May 8 with 
three days’ rations in their haversacks, and received little or nothing 
till after our arrival here on the 18th. 

The several corps being in position on the 19th, General Grant or- 
dered a general assault at 2 p.m. At that hour Blair’s division moved 
forward, Ewing’s and Giles Smith’s brigades on the right of the road, 
and Kilby Smith’s brigade on the left of the road; artillery disposed on 
the right and left to cover the point where the road enters the enemy’s 
intrenchments. Tuttle’s division was held on the road; Buckland’s 
brigade deployed in line to the rear of Blair, and the other two brigades 
in the road under cover. 

At the appointed signal the line advanced, but the ground to the right 
and left of the road was so impracticable, cut up in deep chasms, filled | 
with standing and fallen timber, that the line was slow and irregular in 
reaching the trenches. The Thirteenth Regulars, on the left ef Giles 
Smith, reaching the works first, planted its colors on the exterior slope. 
Its commander, Captain Washington, was mortally wounded, and 5 other 
officers were wounded more or less severely. Seventy-seven out of 250 
are reported killed or wounded. Two other regiments reached the 
same position about the same time—the Highty-third Indiana, Colonel 
Spooner, and the One hundred and twenty-seventh Illinois, Colonel Il- 
dridge. They held their ground, and fired upon any head that presented 
itself above the parapet, but it was impossible to enter. Other regi- 
ments gained position to the right and left close up to the parapet, but 
night found them outside the works, unsuccessful. As soon as night 
closed in, I ordered them back a short distance, where the shape of the 
ground gave them partial shelter, to bivouac for the night. 

The 20th and 21st instant were consumed in perfecting our system 
of supplies, opening roads, and putting our artillery in new and more 
commanding positions, but we could see the enemy similarly employed. 
During these days our pickets were kept up close, and the enemy was 
kept uneasy by the appearance of assault at several points. 

On the 21st, General Grant issued his orders for a general assault 
by all the army at 10 a.m. on the 22d, the assault to be rapid by the 
heads of columns. I placed Blair’s division at the head of the road, 
Tuttle’s in support, and left General Steele to make his attack ata point 
in his front about half a mile to the right. The troops were grouped so 
that the movement could be connected and rapid. The road lies on the 
crown of an inferior ridge, rises over comparatively smooth ground along 
the edge of the ditch of the right face of the enemy’s bastion, and enters 
the parapet at the shoulder of the bastion. No men could be seen in 
the enemy’s works, except occasionally a sharpshooter would show his 
head and quickly discharge his piece. A line of select skirmishers was 
placed to keep them down; also a volunteer storming party of about 
150 men, carrying boards and poles to cross the ditch.. This, with a 
small interval, was followed by Ewing’s brigade; his by Giles Smith’s, 
and Kilby Smith’s bringing up the rear of Blair’s division. 

All marched by the flank, following a road selected the night before, 
by which the men were partially sheltered until it was necessary to take 
the crown of the ridge and expose themselves to the full view of the 
enemy, known to be lying concealed behind his well-planned parapet. 
Atthe very minute namedin General Grant’s orders, the storming party 
dashed up the road at the double-quick, followed by Ewing’s brigade, 
the Thirtieth Ohio leading. The artillery of Wood’s, Barrett’s, Water- 
house’s, Spoor’s, and Hart's batteries kept a concentric fire on the bas- 
tion, which was doubtless constructed to command this very approach. 
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The storming party reached the salient of the bastion and passed to- 
ward the sally-port, when rose, from every part commanding it, a double 
rank of the enemy, that poured on the head of the column a terrific fire. 
It halted, wavered, and sought cover. The rear pressed on, but the fire 
was so terrific that very soon all sought cover. 

The head of the column crossed the ditch of the left face of the bastion 
and climbed upon the exterior slope, where the colors were planted, and 
the men burrowed. in the earth to shield themselves from the flank fire. 
The leading brigade of Ewing being unable to carry that point, the next 
brigade of Giles Smith was turned down a ravine, and by a cireuit to 
the left found cover, formed line, and threatened the parapet about 300 
yards to the left of the bastion, and the brigade of Kilby Smith deployed 
on the off slope of one of the spurs, where, with Ewing’s brigade, they 
kept up a constant fire against any object that presented itself above 
the parapet. 

About 2 p.m. General Blair reported to me that none of his brigades 
could pass the point of the road swept by the terrific fire encountered 
by Ewing’s, but that Giles Smith had got a position to the left, in con- 
nection with General Ransom, of McPherson’s corps, and was ready to 
assault. 

I ordered a constant fire of artillery and infantry to be kept up to 
occupy the attention of the enemy in our front. Under these cireum- 
stances Ransom’s and Giles Smith’s brigades charged up against the 
parapet, but also met a staggering fire, before which they recoiled under 
cover of the hillside. 

At the same time, while McPherson’s whole corps was engaged, and 
having heard General McClernand’s report to General Grant read, that 
he had taken three of the enemy’s forts, and that his flags floated on 
the stronghold of Vicksburg, I ordered General Tuttle to send directly 
to the assault one of his brigades. He detailed General Mower’s, and 
while General Steele was hotly engaged on the right, and I could hear 
heavy firing all down the line to my left, I ordered their charge, covered 
in like manner by Blair’s division, deployed on the hillside, and the 
artillery posted behind parapets within point-blank range. 

General Mower carried his brigade up bravely and well, but again 
arose a fire more severe, if possible, than that of the first assault, with 
exactly a similar result. The colors of the leading regiment, the 
Eleventh Missouri, were planted by the side of that of Blair’s storming 
party, and remained there till withdrawn after nightfall by my orders. 

McClernand’s report of success must have been premature, for I sub- 
sequently learned that both his and McPherson’s assaults had failed to 
break through the enemy’s line of intrenchments, and were equally un- 
successful as my own. 

At the time we were so hotly engaged along the road, General Steele, 
with his division, made his assault at a point about midway from the 
bastion and Mississippi River. The ground over which he passed was 
more open and exposed to the flank fire of the enemy’s batteries in post- 
tion, and was deeply cut up by gullies and washes; still, his column 
passed steadily through this fire and reached the parapet, which was 
also found to be well manned and defended by the enemy. -He could 
- not carry the works, but held possession of the hillside till night, when 
he withdrew his command to his present position. These several as- 

saults, made simultaneously, demonstrated the strength of the natural 

and artificial defenses of Vicksburg, that they are garrisoned by a 
strong force, and that we must resort to regular approaches. 

Our loss during the day was severe, and the proportion of dead to 
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wounded exceeds the usual ratio. The loss in my corps for the attack 
of May 22 will not fall much short of 600 killed and wounded. 

Our skirmishers still remain close up to the enemy’s works, while the 
troops are retired a short distance in the ravines, which afford good 
cover. Strong working parties are kept employed in opening roads to 
the rear and preparing covered roads to the front. By taking advan- 
tage of the shape of the ground, I think we can advance our works to 
within 100 yards of the redoubt which commands the road, after which 
the regular sap must be resorted to. Captain Jenney, engineer of my 
staff, has organized the parties, and will set to work immediately at two 
distinct points, one in Blair’s and the other in Steele’s front. 

Our position is now high, healthy, and good. We are in direct and 
easy communication with our supplies, and the troops continue to man- 
ifest the same cheerful spirit which has characterized them throughout 
this whole movement. : 

I have as yet received no detailed reports of my division commanders. 
Indeed, our means of transportation have been so limited and our time 
so constantly employed that but little writing has been done; but as 
soon as possible I will supply you with accurate reports of all the de- 
tails of events herein sketched, with names of killed and wounded, and 
the names of such officers and men as deserve mention for special acts 
of zeal and gallantry. 

I have sent in about 500 prisoners, with lists of their names, rank, - 
regiments, &c., and now inclose the papers relating to those paroled at 
Jackson, Miss.* 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAwLins, A. A. G., Dept. of the Tennessee. 


No. 3. 


Report of Brig. Gen. James M. Tuttle, U. S. Army, commanding Third 
Division, including operations May 2-22. 


Hpaqrs. THIRD DIVISION, FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Walnut Hills, Miss., May 23, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the part taken by my command 
in the movement that has resulted in the investment of Vicksburg up 
to the present time. 

We left our camp at Duckport, La., on the Mississippi River, on the 
morning of May 2, with three days’ rations, and proceeded to Rich- 
mond, La., by way of the new road down Willow and Walnut Bayous. 
Owing to the bad state of the roads, we made but § miles the first day, 
and bivouacked on the margin of Willow Bayou. 

May 3, we marched 15 miles to Richmond. 

May 4, we marched to Smith’s plantation, 18 miles. 

May 5, we reached Perkins’ plantation, 12 miles, at noon. There we 
drew two days’ rations and bivouacked for the night. 

On the 6th, we marched 13 miles, and bivouacked, after crossing the 
pontoon bridges, at the outlet of Lake Saint Joseph. 


* Omitted 
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May 7, we marched 7 miles, to Hard Times Landing, and during the 
afternoon and night crossed the troops and ambulances on transports 
to Grand Gulf, Miss. 

May 8, we left Grand Gulf, without transportation, loaded all the 
ambulances with what ammunition they could carry, and marched 15 
miles to Willow Springs. 

May 9, we spent the forenoon in foraging, finding an abundance of 
beef-cattle, sheep, hogs, corn, molasses,. &c., and three mills in the 
neighborhood, which we immediately put in operation, grinding corn 
for the troops. At 4 p.m. we marched to Rocky Springs, 8 miles, 
where we bivouacked until the morning of the 11th. 

May 11, we marched 13 miles to the forks of the road where the 
Clinton road bears to the left. On that day we passed through the 
camp of the corps which had preceded us, and at night bivouacked 
with the First Division of this corps in the advance. 

May 12, we marched 7 miles, crossing Fourteen-Mile Creek. 

May 13, this division taking the advance, marched via Raymond 
to a plantation 1 mile west of Mississippi Springs, where we encoun- 
tered the enemy’s pickets. After a brisk firing for a few minutes 
between them and my advance guard, I ordered the leading brigade, 
General Mower commanding, to deploy on the right of the road, and 
the next, General Matthies commanding, on the left, holding the other, 
General Buckland’s, in reserve. In this position we advanced about 
one-fourth of a mile, and, finding no enemy in force, bivouacked for the 
night, my advance guard occupying Mississippi Springs. 

May 14, I filed the troops into the road at daylight, and, after march- 
ing about 1 mile, encountered a small party of the enemy, which were 
driven before us by our advance guard, skirmishing at intervals until 
we were within 24 miles of Jackson, where we encountered a heavier 
force with artillery, which immediately opened on us. I ordered the 
Second Iowa Battery into a commanding position, with General Mow- 
er’s brigade to support it on the right of the road and Waterhouse’s 
battery on the left, with General Matthies’ brigade to support. 

After a brisk cannonading for half an hour, the enemy’s battery was 
silenced, when I ordered an immediate advance in line, General Buck- 
land’s brigade in reserve. We drove the enemy before us until the 
artillery from the works around Jackson opened a brisk fire upon us. 

After reconnoitering the position for a short time, by direction of 
General Sherman, the Ninety-fifth Ohio Regiment was sent to recon- 
noiter to the right, and entered the enemy’s works at a point where the 
railroad enters the town; and, after waiting for General Steele’s ad- 
vance to come up to the same point, they advanced to the rear of the 
guns that were playing on us and captured ten of them, together with 
all the gunners, about 150 in number. We then marched into the town 
without further opposition. 

The loss of this division up to this time was 5 killed and 21 wounded. 

May 15, in accordance with directions of the major-general command- 
ing the corps, General Mower’s brigade was placed on duty as provost- 
guard, and General Mower commanding post. General Buckland’s 
brigade was employed in destroying the railroad running west and 
General Matthies’ brigade the one running north from that place. 

May 16, we left Jackson at 12 m. for Vicksburg, marching to Bol- 
ton, 20 miles, the rear of my command arriving there at 2 a. m. next 
day. 

May 17, we started at 4.30 a. m. and marched to Bridgeport, on Big 
Black River, 13 miles. , 
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May 18, we crossed Big Black River on the pontoon bridge, and ar- 
rived at night near the position now occupied by my command, in the 
rear of Vicksburg. In disposing the forces of this corps, my command 
was selected by the major-general commanding as the reserve division 
of the corps, and consequently did not participate in the attack made 
on the 19th instant. 

May 20 and 21, I occupied the same position as at the present, with 
the exception of a reconnaissance made by General Matthies’ brigade 
on the 19th in the direction of Chickasaw Bayou, for the purpose of 
opening communication with the Yazoo River. Finding no force of the 
enemy in that vicinity, the brigade returned on the morning of the 20th 
instant. 

In the charge made on the morning of the 22d instant, my division 
took no part, but word having been received in the afternoon that the 
forces on the left were in the enemy’s works, General Mower’s brigade 
was ordered to charge the fortifications in our front, which it did-in most 
gallant style, the Eleventh Regiment Missouri Volunteers leading. The 
eround being so uneven, and the fire of the enemy well concentrated 
and heavy, they were compelled to fall back without being able to make 
a lodgment in his works, although Colonel Weber and quite a number 
of his men reached the ditches, from which they found it impossible to 
drive the enemy. The brigade was withdrawn at night in good order. 

The officers and men of the Eleventh Missouri and the Forty-seventh 
Ulinois Regiments behaved with signal courage and gallantry, these two 
being the only regiments that were under the heaviest fire. 

Brig. Gen. Joseph A. Mower led the charge in person, and displayed 
great coolness and bravery. Colonel Weber, of the Eleventh Missouri, 
also distinguished himself for the same qualities, leading the charging 
column. Lieutenant-Colonel Baker also behaved gallantly. 

I wish particularly to call attention to the conduct of Sergt. John 
Watts, of Company A, Forty-seventh Illinois Regiment, who, when his 
captain and second lieutenant had deserted them, rallied the men as 
they hesitated under a terrific fire, and by waving his hat and cheering 
succeeded in moving them forward in gallant style, himself leading. 
I most respectfully recommend that the captain of the company, John 
ie Bowen, be dismissed, and Sergeant Watts commissioned to fill the 
place. 

I tender my thanks to Brigadier-Generals Buckland, Mower, and 
Matthies for the zeal, efficiency, and military ability displayed. by them 
throughout the entire march ; also to my personal staff, Maj. J. D. Me- 
Clure, chief of staff; Capt. J. B. Sample, assistant adjutant-general ; 
Capt. N. TI. Spoor, chief of artillery, and Lieut. C. J. Dickey, assistant 
commissary of musters and acting aide-de-camp, for zeal and efficiency 
on the march and during the engagements. I would also make most 
honorable mention of Capt. A. C. Waterhouse, Company BH, First Ili- 
nois Artillery; Lieuts. J. R. and C.F. Reed, Second Iowa Battery, and 
the other officers and men of those two batteries, for coolness and 
bravery under fire. 

The killed, wounded, and missing of this command to this date, as 
per my official statement of casualties, are as follows: Killed 27 
wounded, 206, and missing, 43. ; ; 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
rei ES M. TUTTLE, 
rigadier-General, C J 
Capt. R. M. SAwyER, ‘ bee ee 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Army Corps. 
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[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS FIrrrentH ARMY Corps, 
Walnut Hills, Miss., June 8, 1863. 

In forwarding this report of General Tuttle, I heartily sanction and 
indorse his specific recommendation that Capt. John T. Bowen, of Com- 
pany A, Forty-seventh Hlinois, be mustered out of service, and Sergt. 
John Watts, of same company, be commissioned as captain. Moments 
such as existed when General Mower’s brigade charged in column 
across the exposed ridge develop the true soldierly qualities, which the 
sergeant is reported to have signally displayed at the expense of his 
captain. : 

General Tuttle’s division is entitled to special notice for the orderly 
behavior of his men on the march and the promptness with. which all 
details were made and orders executed. His brigadier-generals, Buck- 
land, Mower, and Matthies, were always noticed by me during the march 
and events recorded by General Tuttle, and I commend them all for the 
faithful and earnest discharge of their important duties. I feel assured 
that honors and labor enough await them in the events still to oceur 
before this campaign closes. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


No. 4. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Ralph P. Buckland, U. 8. Army, commanding First 
Brigade, including operations May 2-22. 


Hpgrs. IsT BRIGADE, 3D DIVISION, 15TH ARMY CORPS, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss., June 8, 1863. 


Sir: In pursuance of directions from division headquarters, I have 
the honor to submit the following report of this brigade from the 2d to 
the 22d of May, inclusive: 

As this brigade was not separated from the division in the march 
from Duckport to Jackson, Miss., it is not deemed necessary to give in 
detail each day’s march. 

We commenced our march from Duckport at 10 a.m. May 2, with 
two teams to the regiment, taking five days’ rations in haversacks and 
teams, and 100 rounds of ammunition per man in cartouch-boxes and 
teams, leaving tents, baggage, and all but very few cooking utensils 
behind. We reached Hard Times and crossed over to Grand Gulf on 
the 7th, but were not able to cross oyr teams, which contained ali the 
rations we had. 

During the night word was sent to me that the commissary was pre- 
pared to issue rations of hard bread, &e., but when applied for early 
in the morning all the hard bread had been issued to the other bri- 
gades, reserving none for mine. Notwithstanding this unjustifiable 
conduct of the commissary, when the command “forward” was given, 
every man was in his place, and my brigade moved promptly forward, 
without transportation and with empty haversacks, not knowing where 
the next meal was to come from. Other troops having gone before us, 
it was difficult to procure provisions on the road. L[very effort was 
made to supply the deficiency, but many of the officers and men suf- 
fered extreme hunger. , 

We encamped that night at Willow Springs, where we remained 
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until 4 p. m. the next day. A plenty of fresh meat was procured, but 
very little meal, not enough for one-tenth part of the command. Tav- 
ing no cooking utensils, the soldiers cooked their meat on sticks and 
as best they could. We reached Rocky Springs some time after dark 
on the evening of the 9th, where we remained until the morning of the 
1ith. Here the commissary brought up some rations of hard bread 
and meat, and issued three-fifth rations for three days. This scanty 
supply of hard bread was a great relief and a great luxury for the sol- 
diers, who renewed their march on the morning of the 11th, refreshed 
and in fine spirits. 

At Cayuga the Ninety-fifth Ohio, Colonel McMillen, was ordered to 
Hall’s Ferry, on the Black River, to guard that crossing, but the road 
the colonel was directed to take took him to Baldwin’s Ferry, where he 
found a few of the enemy’s pickets, which he drove across the river. 
Colonel McMillen returned to the brigade with his regiment on the even- 
ing of the 13th, having made about 12 miles extra marching, which was 
very severe on his men. 

May 14.—To-day, according to the regular programme of the march, 
my brigade was entitled to lead, but, by order of General Sherman, 
General Mower took the advance and my brigade the rear, General 
Tuttle’s division being in advance of General Steele’s. On the march, 
Waterhouse’s battery, which had been assigned to my brigade, was 
ordered forward, and, when the advance encountered the enemy’s skir- 
mishers near Jackson, was ordered into position. My brigade was or- 
dered into line of battle in the rear of the Third Brigade, and advanced 
in line across an open field, crossing a ravine, which proved to be deeper 
than was supposed. After crossing the ravine, General Sherman or- 
dered the brigade to follow the batteries by the right flank. The bat- 
teries being again ordered into position, the Seventy-second Ohio was 
ordered to take position on the right, and the other regiments to sup- 
port the batteries on the center and left. This point was in range of 
the enemy’s batteries, which were served with admirable precision. 

Here the Ninety-third Indiana had 2 men killed and 8 wounded, 1 mor- 
tally—since dead ; the One hundred and fourteenth Illinois, 1 killed and 
2 wounded ; Waterhouse’s battery, 2 wounded. This was the first time 
these two regiments had been under fire, but officers and men behaved 
with the coolness of veterans. Not aman left his post. Colonel Me- 
Millen, with the Ninety-fifth Ohio, was ordered to reconnoiter the en- 
emy’s position on the right, where he found the enemy’s rifle-pits unocecu- 
pied, and thereupon marched into the city and to the rear of the enemy’s 
batteries, taking them by surprise. Colonel McMillen captured 6 guns, 
1 captain, 3 first lieutenants, 2 second lieutenants, and 46 enlisted men. 
The Ninety-fifth Ohio had the honor of being the first to enter the cap- 
ital of Mississippi. Having marched my brigade within the enemy’s 
works, I was ordered to encamp in a grove near the road leading out 
of the city westward. We went into camp, and the men had got pretty 
comfortably fixed for drying their clothes, having marched most of the 
day in a drenching rain, when I received an order to post my brigade 
along the rifle-pits, in position to man them in case of an attack. This 
was pretty hard for men who had marched all day in the rain, with very 
little to eat, the rain still continuing atintervals. The order was obeyed, 
and submitted to with less complaint than might have been expected 
under the circumstances. The next morning my brigade was ordered 
to proceed at once to destroy the railroad leading from Jackson to Vicks- 
burg. We had not a tool of any description, and could procure none 
from the provost-marshal. I borrowed four axes of Waterhouse’s bat- 
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tery, one for-each regiment, and took up my line of march in accordance 
with orders, trusting to luck for tools and rations. Passing through a 
rebel camp we had the good luck to find five or six axes and as many 
picks, and with these we commenced the work of destruction, and be- 
fore night we had completely destroyed several miles of thercad. We 
encamped that night about 4 miles from Jackson, surrounding our camp 
with a chain of pickets. During the day I sent out a foraging party, 
who collected an abundance of cattle and sheep; but we had no bread. 
The next morning we renewed the work of destruction, proceeding 
toward Clinton, which point we reached a little after noon, and awaited 
the arrival of the division, having totally destroyed about 6 miles of 
railroad by piling up the ties, laying the rails across, and burning them. 
At Clinton the regimental teams joined the brigade with ammunition 
and a very small supply of hard bread. We did not get into camp that 
night until some time after midnight, and were ordered to be ready to 
march at daylight. 

We arrived in the vicinity of our present position on the afternoon of 
the 18th, the Ninety-third Indiana, Colonel Thomas, being ordered to 
take a position on the direct road to Vicksburg, and hold it until re- 
lieved by the advance of General McPherson’s corps. Colonel Thomas 
was relieved and joined the brigade during the night. 

At 2 p.m. on the 19th, I was ordered forward to support General Blair 
in his charge upon the enemy’s works. JI advanced my brigade by the 
right flank, according to orders, the Seventy-second Ohio leading, the 
other regiments following closely, as follows: Ninety-fifth Ohio, One 
hundred and fourteenth Illinois, Ninety-third Indiana. I was directed 
by a staff officer of General Blair to the position [ was to occupy, who 
directed to put three regiments on the right and one on the left of the 
road. I advanced with the head of my column along the road, under 
a severe fire of musketry from the enemy, to the position indicated. 
Just as the three leading regiments had got over to the right of the 
road, General Blair sent word that he wanted two regiments on the right 
and two on the left, which necessitated the crossing of the One hun- 
dred and fourteenth Illinois over to the left, under a heavy fire from 
the enemy. The*movement was made by Colonel Judy in gallant style, 
with a loss of 1 man killed and 9 wounded, 2 mortally—since dead. The 
Seventy-second Ohio had 1 man killed and 12 wounded, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Crockett, commanding, being himself slightly wounded. The 
Ninety-fifth Ohio had 2 men wounded. The Ninety-third Indiana, on 
this day, had 1 man killed and 5 wounded. 

My brigade was in position as follows: The Seventy-second Ohio 
along the ridge, left resting on the road; the Ninety-fifth Ohio in rear 
of the Seventy-second; the One hundred and fourteenth Illinois along 
the ridge, right resting on the road; and the Ninety-third Indiana along 
the ridge, on the left of the One hundred and fourteenth. ‘ 

About dusk, General Blair’s troops, in advance, retired, leaving no 
troops in the advance of my brigade. I immediately ordered pickets 
and guards to be thrown out to the front. : 

My brigade remained in this position, being the advance at this 
point, until the evening of the 21st, when my brigade was withdrawn, 
except the Ninety-third Indiana, which did not withdraw until the 
morning of the 22d. ; 

From the evening of the 19th until the evening of the 21st, my brigade, 
maintained this front line, keeping up a constant fire of sharpshooters 
during the day and throwing forward guardsat night, and having several 
men killed and wounded, 
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On the 22d, my brigade was again ordered to support the troops of 
General Blair. The Seventy-second Ohio was ordered to take position 
on the left of the advance of Col. Kilby Smith’s brigade, where it re- 
mained until evening, when it rejoined the brigade, which had taken 
position on the same ridge, on the left of the road, previously occupied 
by the One hundred and fourteenth and Ninety-third. 

I send herewith a full statement of the casualties of my brigade at 
Jackson on the 14th, and at Vicksburg on the 19th, 20th, 21st, and 22d, 
’ showing — 
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I take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to Colonel Me- 
Millen, Ninety-fifth Ohio; Colonel Judy, One hundred and fourteenth 
Iinois; Colonel Thomas, Ninety-third Indiana, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Crockett, Seventy-second Ohio, for the able and prompt manner in which 
they have performed their duties, and through them also to the officers 
and men under their command. 

I am proud of my brigade. During this long and tedious march 
not in a single instance has any regiment been behind time. My thanks 
are also due to my staff officers for the faithful performance of their 
duties. 

I must here say a word in praise of the line officers of the brigade. 
Deprived of all transportation, even for provisions, they have endured 
fatigue and hunger without complaint, setting a noble example which 
has had a beneficial influence upon the conduct of the men. Upon this 
subject I refer to the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Crockett, Seventy- 
second Ohio Volunteers. I venture to say that, owing to circumstances 
beyond my control, my brigade suffered more from the want of food 
than any other in this army; yet I doubt whether any reached the end 
of the march in better condition or better spirits. I repeat, Iam proud 
of my brigade. 

Respectfully submitted. 
hk. P. BUCKLAND, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade. 


Capt. J. B. SAMPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


INOMTD! 


Report of Col. DeWitt C. Thomas, Ninety-third Indiana Infantry, in- 
cluding operations May 2-July 16. 


MARKHAW’S PLANTATION, MISs., 
. August 9, 1863. 
GENTLEMEN: In accordance with General Orders, No. 64, Headquar- 
ters Fifteenth Army Corps, I herewith submit my condensed report of 
the different engagements, and the part my regiment has taken in them. 
_ Lleft Duckport, La.,on the 2d day of May, with five days’ rations in 
my men’s haversacks and wagons, and one hundred rounds of ammuni- 
tion per man, two wagons being allowed for transportation. I left 
Grand Gulf on the 8th of May, without transportation or rations. On 
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the third day after leaving Grand Gulf, | received three-fifths rations 
of crackers for my men (having been four days without bread). From 
that time until I arrived at Clinton, on our return from Jackson, I did 
not receive any rations from the Government, but had to rely upon the 
country for provisions, which you, gentlemen, have a good idea as to the 
amount we received. 

We arrived at Jackson on the 14th day of May, my men being very 
much fatigued (it having rained all day incessantly). Our brigade (the 
Birst, General Buckland commanding), being in the reserve, formed line 
of battle in the rear of.the Second (General Mower’s). When we re- 
ceived the fire of the enemy, the Second Brigade was deployed to the 
right and left of the road, the First Brigade coming up in the center to 
the support of Waterhouse’s battery. My regiment being in column, 
and in direct range of the enemy’s battery, suffered considerably from 
the shells. Although they were exploding incessantly for over an hour, 
my men and officers stood like old veterans, the shell doing execution 
at every explosion. (I make this remark on account of this being the 
first fire my regiment was under.) 

My loss in killed and wounded in this engagement was 3 killed and 
7 wounded. One of my men had his leg taken off by a shell, and was 
left at Jackson, and is now at Richmond, Va. 

' We arrived at Vicksburg on the evening of the 18th. My regiment 
took position on the main Vicksburg road, and held the position until I 
was relieved by General Ransom (of General MePherson’s corps) at 
midnight. 

On the 19th, our division acted as a reserve to General Blair’s divis- 
ion. At 2 o’clock we moved forward on the road leading to the large 
bastion in front of the Fifteenth Army Corps, under a very heavy fire 
of musketry, grape, &c. I took position on the crest of the hill next in 
front of the bastion on the left of the road, and on the left of the One 
hundred and fourteenth Illinois Regiment, its right resting on the road, 
my left extending to the right of General MePherson’s corps. While 
getting into this position, I had 1 man killed and 2 wounded. 

About 11 or 12 o’clock the night of the 19th, I was notified by an offi- 
cer from the brigade in my front, belonging to General Blair’s division, 
that they were moving out, and ordered me to place outpickets in ny 
front next the intrenchments, which I did, and continued so to do until 
the morning of the 22d, when I was ordered to report to the brigade in 
the rear, it having withdrawn the evening previous from my right. 

On the morning of the 22d, I again moved forward immediately in a 
hollow in the rear of my position on the 19th. Laid there one night 
and day, when our brigade was moved to the rear of Waterhouse’s and 
Second lowa Batteries, when I furnished from one to two companies a 
day as sharpshooters and 150 men as diggers. : 

My loss in killed and wounded at Vicksburg was 3 killed and 15 
wounded. é 

On the morning of the 22d of June, I took up line of march for Little 

3ear Creek, and on the 4th of July I was again on the move for Jack- 
son, via Messinger’s Ford. Crossed the river in the evening of the 6th. 
My regiment was sent forward as skirmishers, accompanied by two 
companies from the brigade. After firing a few shots, the enemy disap- 
peared. 

; Arrived at Jackson on the 10th. Formed a line of battle inan open 
field in the rear of Waterhouse’s battery. While in this position the bat- 
teries in the large bastion on the Jackson road, and especially the big 
gun, troubled us a great deal, and also the unexploded shell fired at 
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Waterhouse’s battery, by striking in and around my regiment, but the 
men, as before, at Jackson, stood firm and unflinching. 

1 held this position until the evening of the 15th, when the First 
Brigade was ordered to relieve a brigade of General Osterhaus’ division 
on the right, which was done at 9 p.m. same evening. The next morn- 
ing General’ Sherman ordered our pickets to advance on the enemy’s 
works, he having information that the enemy were evacuating. We 
soon found that this was not the case. Company EH, Captain McGrayel, 
of my regiment, participated in the advance and acquitted himself with 
great credit. The position my regiment occupied was very much ex- 
posed, but the men and officers sustained themselves as heretofore with 
great credit. 

My loss at this fight at Jackson was 1 killed and 3 wounded; making 
a total since crossing the Mississippi of 30 wounded and 7 killed. 

D. C. THOMAS, 
Colonel, Commanding Ninety-third Indiana. 
General EWING, 
Colonels WILLIAMS and BLoop. 


No. 6. 
Report of Col. William L. McMillen, Ninety-fifth Ohio Infantry. 


JACKSON, MIss., May 15, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Ninety-fifth Ohio Volunteers in the engagement at this 
place yesterday : 

We reached the field of action with the balance of the brigade, and 
deployed, by order of Colonel Buckland, on the left of the road leading 
into Jackson. We advanced in line for some distance, and then by the 
flank to within a mile of the city, at which point my regiment was or- 
dered to make a reconnaissance, under the direction of one of General 
Sherman’s staff. Deploying one company as skirmishers, we advanced 
‘to the right of our line until we struck the New Orleans Railroad, and 
then along that road toward the city, taking possession of a rebel camp 
and a long line of rifle-pits, both of which we found deserted. Here I 
formed in line, and planted my colors in full view of the city. Learn- 
ing from a negro who came to me that the place had been evacuated, 
with the exception of a small number left to work a battery which was 
playing at the time on our main column, and ascertaining from him also 
its position, I moved my regiment rapidly through a street in the sub- 
urbs and gained its rear. Deploying one wing as skirmishers, and form- 
ing the other in line, I advanced, capturing the battery (nine pieces), 
52 prisoners, consisting of 1 captain, 3 first lieutenants, 2 second lieu- 
tenants, and 46 non-commissioned officers and privates, and about 40 
stand of arms. 

A list of the prisoners is herewith forwarded. I am happy to state 
that I met with no casualties, and cannot speak in too high terms of 
the bravery, gallantry, and endurance displayed by every ‘officer and 
man of my regiment. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. “McMILLEN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieut. E. A. Rawson, 
A. A. A. G., 1st Brigade, 3d Division, 15th Army Corps. 
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Report of Col. Lucius F. Hubbard, Fifth Minnesota Infantry, Second 
Brigade, including operations May 2-22. 


WALNUT HILLS, 
Near Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 1863. 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit, for the information of your 
department, the following details of the part sustained by the Fifth 
Minnesota Infantry in the movements of the late campaign in this de- 
partment, which have culminated in the thorough investment of the 
rebel Gibraltar and its garrison at Vicksburg: 

On the 2d instant, the Third Division of the Fifteenth Army Corps, 
of which the Fifth Minnesota forms a part, left camp at Duckport, near 
Young’s Point, La., and marched, via Richmond, to Hard Times Land- 
ing, crossing the river at, the latter place to Grand Gulf, Miss., on the 
7th instant. From thence we took the road toward Jackson, arriving 
at Raymond, 12 miles from the State capital, at about noon of the 13th 
_ instant. Here the Fifth Minnescta was ordered to the front, with in- 
structions to skirmish along the road and through the timber upon 
either flank, to feel for the enemy’s outposts, and clear the way for the 
column to pass. We advanced about 4 miles before meeting obstruc- 
tions, when a considerable body of rebel cavalry was encountered ad- 
vantageously posted in a piece of woods in our front, from whence we 
received a sharp volley of musketry. I here deployed the entire regi- 
ment as skirmishers upon the right and left of the road, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gere commanding the left wing. The enemy retired rapidly as 
we advanced, offering little resistance to our progress. I moved the line 
of skirmishers forward to Mississippi Springs, 14 miles, a point where 
several important pikes form a junction, and where I was ordered to 
halt, picket the roads, and bivouac for the night. The main column 
had halted and bivouacked where the enemy had been first encountered. 

At daylight on the morning of the 14th, I was ordered to continue in 
the advance, and push forward on the Jackson road. A considerable 
body of the enemy had bivouacked the preceding night within one-half 
mile of my line of pickets, which retired as we moved forward. Owing 
to the broken and wocded nature of the country, and the known prox- 
imity of the enemy, we were required. to move slowly and with extreme 
caution. For a distance of more than 5 milesI was required to keep in 
front of the column a strong line of skirmishers, consisting of three 
companies, which frequently encountered and exchanged volleys with 
the skirmishers of the enemy. When within perhaps 2 miles of Jack- 
son, a determined stand was made, and a hot fire opened upon us froma 
full battery of artillery, supported by a strong line of infantry. At 
this juncture I was ordered by Major-General Sherman to deploy the 
balance of the regiment as skirmishers, covering the column while it 
should form in line, and penetrate forward as far as possible into a 
piece of timber in which the enemy was posted. As soon as the column 
had deployed, the skirmishers were recalled, and the regiment took 
its position with the Second Brigade in the front line of battle. We 
then advanced and charged through the timber at double-quick, the 
enemy rapidly retiring within his intrenchments near the precinct of 
the town. Here he made another stand, and obstinately disputed our 
farther progress. The fight continued for more than an hour, but was 
confined principally to artillery, the infantry occupying a position of 
shelter. At about 5 p.m. the order “forward” was given. All supposing 
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we were about to assault the enemy’s works in our front, with bayonets 
fixed and with exultant shouts the line moved forward at arun. It 
was soon discovered, however, that the enemy had evacuated, and that 
the charge would be a bloodless one. The enemy had made a precipi- 
tate exit: from the town, leaving all his artillery to fall an easy capture 
into our hands. 

It had rained furiously all day. The men were very weary and thor- 
oughly wet, having been not only exposed to the storm but required to 
wade streams and ‘penetrate dense thickets through almost impassable 
swamps while skirmishing the country through which the column passed. 
They had also been almost entirely without rations for twenty-four 
hours; yet not a man straggled to the rear, nor did a syllable of com- 
plaint pass their lips. Their heroic endurance of privation and expos- 
ure and unexceptionable good conduct in action elicited from the gen- 
eral commanding, under whose immediate eye they had acted, encomi- 
ums of a most flattering character. 

The Fifth Minnesota, with the balance of the Second Brigade, was 
assigned to duty as provost guard of the city of Jackson, and quarters 
assigned them in the Capitol Square. Hach individual man seemed to . 
feel ‘it to be the proudest day of his life as the old flag of our regiment 
was unfurled to the breeze in the capital city of the rebel President’s 
own State. Even the tattered and faded emblem itself seemed to feel 
inspired by the occasion, and shook its folds more grandly than ever as 
a response to the scornful glances of the conquered traitors of this 
rebellious capital. 

On the afternoon of the 16th, Jackson was evacuated and the column 
marched toward Vicksburg, arriving in front of the rebel works on the 
19th instant. 

We here lay quietly in bivouac until the morning of the 22d, when 
a general assault was ordered upon the fortifications of the place. The 
regiment was exposed to a musketry fire for several hours during the 
fore part of the day, but fortunately escaped casualty. At about 49 p.m. 
the Second Brigade was ordered to make a charge upon a strong point 
in the defenses, where a similar attempt had met with repulse. in the 
morning. 

The broken nature of the country:and inaccessible character of the 
position made it necessary that ie storming column should move by 
the flank. The position of the Fifth Minnesota was upon the left of the 
brigade, hence was the fourth regiment in the column. This cireum- 
stance saved the regiment from a fearful slaughter, for as the head of 
the column emerged from the cover of the timber and passed an open 
space leading to the work, it was met and literally melted down by a 
terrific fire of : musketry and artillery, the latter double-shotted with can- 
ister and grape. From my position, within range, along the whole line 
of defenses a fire was concentrated upon this point, where the column 
must pass. 

Within probably the space of a minute the brigade lost upward of 200 
men, principally sustained by the leading regiment. The Fifth Minne- 
sota lost but 2, The general commanding the brigade at once declared 
it futile to attempt to move the column on. The road had been blocked 
up with the dead and wounded. The right of the column had become. 
shattered and was in disorder. The parts of regiments left were or- 
dered into a ravine, where they rallied under cover, while the Fifth 
Minnesota, in good order and with but 2 men missing, filed down the 

ravine, where the nature of the ground afforded complete shelter. 

Nothing could exceed the coolness and steady courage of the regi- 
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ment as it marched up to the assault. None faltered or seemed weak 
with fear, bat each man’s countenance bespoke a determination to do 
or die, aud had it not Leen ordered otherwise | believe every man would 
have passed the fearful place or lain his body on the way. 

Great credit is due to Lieutenant-Colonel Gere and to the officers of 
the regiment generally, both at Jackson and Vicksburg, for their efforts 
i preserving order among the men and for their exainples of personal 
daring and gallantry in action. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. F. HUBBARD, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Colonel MALMROs, 
Adjutant-General, Minnesota. 


No. 8. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Charles L. Matthies, U. 8. Army, commanding Third 
Brigade, including operations May 2-22. 


HpaqQrs. 3D BRIGADE, 3p Drvision, 15rH ARMY ‘Corps, 
Walnut Hills, Miss., June 1, 1863. 


Str: [I have the honor to submit the following reports: 

1. From the day the brigade left Duckport, La., until the day of the 
commencement of the siege of Vicksburg. 

in obedience to orders of division headquarters, this brigade, formed ° 
by the Eighth, Twelfth, and Thirty-fifth Regiments Iowa Infantry, Jett 
camp, Duckport, La., May 2, at 9 a.m. Owing to the bad state of the 
road, our movement was much delayed that day. We bivouacked 10 
miles from Richmond. 

Reached Richmond May 3, at 4 p. m., leaving camp on the 4th, at 6 
a.m. Nothing impeded our march, the roads being good. We reached 
Hard Times Landing May 7, at 10 a. m. 

After a short delay at that place, the Highth Iowa Infantry was trans- 
ported on a gunboat, and the Twelfth and Thirty-fifth Iowa on a small 
transport boat, across the Mississippi River to Grand Gulf, Miss. Re- 
mained in camp until May 8, at 11 a. m., and, after drawing three days’ 
rations, we marched without interruption. We made camp 10 miles 
from Grand Gulf. 

Advanced to Rocky Springs on May 9; rested over on Sunday, the 
10th ; bivouacked on the 11th, 9 miles from Edwards Depot; bivouacked 
on the 12th in line of battle; passed Raymond at 4 p. m.; formed line 
of battle 3 miles éast of Raymond, the brigade on the left of the See- 
ond Jowa Battery; advanced in the whole line in good order, and 
bivouacked for the night 3 miles west of Mississippi Springs. 

May 14, at 5 a. m., the brigade advanced toward Jackson, following 
the Second Brigade. 

The most drenching rain, which poured down on our men and flooded 
the roads, made this last march very fatiguing. Sharp firing was heard 
during this march toward our left. The men felt cheerful, and soon 
reached an elevation 3 miles west of Jackson, where, by order of Major- 
General Sherman, the brigade was placed on the left of Captain Water- 
house’s battery. Changed this position again, by order of General 
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Tuttle, and was formed on the left of the Second Brigade, which was 
advancing into line of battle on one of the main roads toward Jackson. 
Here the brigade was halted, and was ordered by Major-General Sher- 
man into line on the right of the Second Iowa Battery, which was 
placed on the left of the main road, near the enemy’s works. Skir- 
mishers thrown out to the front soon entered the rebel rifle-pits, and 
two companies from the Eighth Lowa Infantry established a connection 
with the Ninety-fifth Ohio Infantry, which occupied the rebel rifle-pits 
on my left. Several shells, which were thrown from the rebel works over 
my line, endangered the lives of Major-Generals Grant and Sherman, 
whose headquarters were established in front of a small cottage in the 
immediate rear of my brigade. 

The order of advance was given by General Tuttle to “move on the 
works.” We only proceeded 50 paces, when the brigade was ordered 
to march by the right flank on the right of the road toward town, the 
enemy having evacuated. The brigade was then ordered by General 
Tuttle to occupy the rifle-pits on the southwest side of the town. During 
the afternoon we captured 12 rebel prisoners. 

On Monday (15th), in obedience to orders from division and army corps 
headquarters, [ moved with my brigade 5 miles on the railroad leading 
north out of Jackson, and destroyed 3 miles of that road so thoroughly 
that every tie was burned and every rail bert, so it will require new 
material to put that part of the road in operation again. . At 8 o’clock 
we returned to the rifle-pits southwest of the town with 15 prisoners, . 
whom I turned over to the provost-marshal of the post. 

On the 16th, at 11 a. m., we left Jackson, and reached Bolton on the 
1ivth, at 2a.m. Left camp at daylight; bivouacked at Bridgeport; 
crossed the Big Black on the 18th, at 6a. m., and arrived on the rebel 
lines, in rear of Vicksburg, at 4 p. m. 

In obedience to orders from Major-General Sherman, the brigade 
moved (May 19) on the plantation road leading north from the white 
house to the Chickasaw Bayou to join Major-General Steele’s forces in 
that neighborhood, who were to establish a communication between the 
Yazoo River Landing and our army. 

On my arrival at the old battle-ground at the bayou, I was ordered 
bavk to my place of starting, the above object having been accom 
plished by Major-General Steele before I reached him. 

The brigade captured 10 rebel prisoners, who secreted themselves iu 
a deserted camp below the bluffs. In all, 37 prisoners were taken. 

Casualties at battle of Jack: .—Stephen Keenan, Company E, Thirty- 
fifth Iowa, killed; James H. Byers, Company G, Thirty-fifth Iowa, 
wounded; Peter Johnson, Company I, Thirty-fifth lowa, removed from 
wnbulance on road near Jackson, supposed to be killed, and reported 
missing. 

Casualties May 19, rear of Vicksburg—ZJames N. Smith, Company 
O, Twelfth Jowa, killed; F.C. Cromwell, Company A, Twelfth Iowa, 
wounded; Daniel E. McCall, Company ©, Twelfth Iowa, wounded 
slightly on chin while on picket May 27; [Maj. John H.] Stibbs, Twelfth 
Towa, severely wounded by accidental discharge of pistol May 18. 

2. rom the first day of investment of Vicksburg (May 22 to June 
1) this brigade remained in reserve. 

During the 22d was order .d in the evening of that day to occupy the 
present position, in the rear of Waterhouse’s, Spoor’s, and Wood’s bat- 
teries; the position being a natural fortification, which was improved 
with much labor by the good and willing men of the Third Brigade. 

The time from the 23d of May to June 1 was usefully employed to 
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strengthen these works and to dig approaches toward those of the 
enemy. 

Sir, I take pleasure in mentioning Lieutenant-Colonel Edgington, of 
the Twelfth lowa Infantry, Major Palmer, of the Eighth Infantry, and 
Major O’Connor, of the Thirty-fifth Lowa Infantry, for the prompt and 
energetic manner with which they placed their skirmishers into the rifle- 
pits before Jackson, and were the first officers from our army corps 
whieh entered that city. The cheerfulness with which officers and men 
of this noble brigade endured fatigue, and marched under so many pri- 
vations, and the eagerness with which they faced the enemy, cannot but 
command the highest praise from all of us. 

Casualties May 22.—¥irst Lieut. James OC. Maxwell, Company C, 
Highth lowa, slightly wounded in arm; Corpl. Thomas Harris, Company 
B, Highth Iowa, severeiy wounded on left hip; Corpl. Amos L. Graves, 
Company K, Highth Iowa, severely wounded in leftéarm ; William Eddy, 
Company G, Eighth Iowa, severely wounded in left side by the prema- 
ture explosion of one of our own shells, and John A. Rowan, Company 
B, severely wounded in the left leg by premature bursting of one of our 
own shells. 

Captain, I remain your most obedient servant, 
C. L. MATTHIES, 
Brigadier- General. 
Capt. J. B. SAMPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 9. 


Report of Col. Jesse I. Alexander, Fifty-ninth Indiuna Infantry, First 
Brigade, Seventh Division, Seventeenth Army Corps, including opera- 
tions May 3-24. 


CAMP NEAR VICKSBURG, MISS., 
: May 24, 1863. 

I have the honor to make the following report of the operations of my 
command from the 3d instant up to the present date: 

I was relieved from the command of the brigade and returned to my 
regiment at 10 o’clock of said day near Bayou Pierre, Miss., when, in 
obedience to your orders, I moved forward with my regiment, the Fifty- 
ninth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, at 12 m. on the main road leading to 
the Big Black River. After advancing about 1 mile from the head of 
our main column, with Companies A and K thrown forward as skir- 
mishers, found the enemy in strong position, with two pieces of artillery 
so posted as to command the road and all the open ground in his front, 
his line of skirmishers thrown forward 200 yards, and his reserves and 
artillery support formed immediately in rear of his guns. J immediately 
deployed the remaining eight companies of my regiment as skirmishers, 
my line crossing the road at right angles and covering a front of 1,500 
yards. The line advanced steadily under a heavy fire, and the enemy 
‘was driven from his first, second, and third positions. 

Of the behavior of the officers and men under my command, I will not 
speak, as you were personally on the ground and saw for yourself. 

I have to report the following casualties: Private Eli Faucette, Com- 
pany BH, killed; Private James W. Van Slyke, Company EH, mortally 
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wounded (since died). A number of enlisted men sustained slight in- 
juries—hardly to be called wounds. ; 

In the evening moved up and encamped near the Big Black River, 
where we remained froin the 4th to the 8th. 

On the 9th, marched 4 miles east of Rocky Springs, and encamped. 

Cn the 10th, marched to a point 3 miles east of Utica. 

On the 11th, moved 2 miles. 

On the 12th, moved in the direction of Raymond, when, about 12 m., 
heard heavy firing, and was ordered forward at a double-quick to the 
support of Logan’s division. Moved up, and formed in rear of his left 
under fire from the enemy. The enemy were soon repulsed. There 
were no casualties in my command. 

On the 13th, encamped 1 mile east of Clinton. 

On the 14th, marched to within 1 mile of Jackson, when, in obedience 
to your order, my regiment was formed on the extreme right, throwing 
forward Companies K, A, and H as skirmishers, covering my front and 
right flank, when we joined with the division in the general assault on 
the enemy’s works. The enemy was driven from his position, leaving 
his dead, wounded, and guns in our possession. 

At this point Capt. L. B. Martin rode up and asked for the colors of 
the Fifty-ninth. I ordered them given to him, when he placed our colors 
on the dome of the capitol, where they remained in charge of my color- 
guard, whom I had ordered to guard them till next morning. They 
were the first and only colors planted on the capitol of Jackson. We 
encamped in the city. Casualties, 4 wounded. 

On the 15th, left Jackson and marched 4 miles west of Clinton. 

On the 16th, marched early in the direction of Vicksburg. At 11 a. 
m. heard heavy firing in front. Moved forward rapidly, and by your 
order was formed on the right of General Logan and in the rear of the 
Fourth Minnesota; was ordered to the left, and relieved, under the per- 
sonal direction of General Leggett, the Thirtieth Illinois, which retired 
to replenish its cartridge-boxes. The enemy, mistaking the retiring 
Thirtieth Illinois for a general falling back of our lines, made a violent 
assault on my command. They were promptly met and driven back 
with great slaughter, First Sergeant Ford, of Company C, capturing the 
colors of the Forty-sixth Alabama. 

In the mean time I had advanced my command and sheltered the men 
in a ravine, which position we held to the end of the battle. Casualties: 
Killed, 2; wounded, 8. 

On the 17th, marched to the Big Black and built a bridge. 

On the 18th and 19th, remained in camp. 

A On the 20th, marched 20 miles, and rejoined the division near Vicks. 
urg. 

- On ne 21st, moved 1 mile, and took position on the left of the Third 
rigade. 

On the 22d, in compliance with general orders from department head- 
quarters for the general assault, I was attached to the Third Brigade, 
Colonel Boomer commanding, till 2°p. m., when we were ordered to the 
support of General Burbridge’s brigade. 

ae list of casualties will sufficiently attest the dangers we encount- 
ered. 

JESSE J. ALEXANDER, 
Colonel Pifty-ninth Indiana Volunteers. 
Capt. L. B. Marvin, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Generat. 
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Keport of Col. Gabriel Bouck, Highteenth Wisconsin Infantry, including 
operations May 13-July 6. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH WISCONSIN VOLUNTEERS, 
Vicksburg, Miss., August 7, 1863. 

Str: Received marching orders at Milliken’s Bend, La., to report to 
Major-General McPherson, May 13, 1863. 

Reported, and was assigned to First Brigade, Seventh Division, Sev- 
enteenth Army Corps. Bivouacked that night near Clinton. 

On the morning of May 14, we marched and met the enemy near 
Jackson, Miss. Gave them battle and whipped them. Loss, 23 killed 
and wounded. Bivouacked in Jackson that night. 

May 15, marched toward Vicksburg, Miss. Bivouacked, and on the 
morning of the 16th took up our line of march, and got into the fight at 
Champion’s Hill. Loss, 1 killed and 4 wounded. 

About 9.30 a. m. on the 17th, marched on toward Black River. That 
night assisted in constructing a bridge across Black River. 

May 18, marching orders. Went 34 miles toward Vicksburg. Our 
brigade ordered back. Got back, and regiment went on picket. 

May 19, relieved from picket, went to camp, and in the afternoon at 
4 o’clock formed line of battle. Remained in line until 10.30 p. m., when 
we crossed the bridge in rear of all our transportation. Bivouacked 
for the night, and on the morning of the 20th took up line of march 
for Vicksburg. Arrived at our works or lines and took position that 
evening (21st) in camp. 

May 22, ordered out skirmishing. Ordered inagain at 10 a.m. <Ad- 
vanced with the brigade on to the enemy’s works. The HKighteenth 
Regiment ordered out skirmishing, and was not relieved until the night 
of May 23. In both days our loss was 13 killed and wounded. 

On the night of May 26, ordered into line, and went on an expedition 
to Yazoo River. 

Went into camp at Haynes’ Bluff on the afternoon of May 31, and 
got back to old position June 4. 

Went out into rifle-pits June 6. Remained in old position in rear of 
Vicksburg. 

June 19, one man severely wounded. 

Doing picket or skirmish duty until the surrender of July 4, when we 
changed position. 

July 6, went into camp inside the fortifications, having been doing 
any amount of duty ever since. 

GAB. BOUCK, 
Colonel, Commanding Highteenth Wisconsin Volunteers. . 


No. 11. 


Report of Ool. Samuel A. Holmes, Tenth Missouri Infantry, command- 
ing Second Brigade, including operations April 18-May 23. 


Hpars. Second Bric., SeventH Div., SEVENTEENTH A. C., 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 1863, 
OAPTAIN: I herewith submit a detailed report of the operations of my 
brigade, consisting of the Tenth Missouri, Seventeenth Lowa, Kightieth 
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Ohio, and Fifty-sixth Illinois Infantry, as called for by Special Orders, 
No. 92, Army Corps Headquarters, of this date. 

The brigade disembarked at Milliken’s Bend, La., on the morning of 
April 18. The same day two regiments, the Fifty-sixth [linois and 
Kightieth Ohio, in command of Colonel Raum, senior officer, were sent 
to occupy Richmond, La., and relieve the forces at that point. 

On the 20th, I followed with the remainder of the brigade, with in- 
structions to collect forage there for the passing troops, protect the 
pontoon bridge over the Roundaway Bayou, explore the same, recon- 
noiter the vicinity, and obtain such information as might be of service. 
JT remained here in the discharge of these duties until the 25th, when 
I moved to Holmes’ plantation, 10 miles. The next day to Smith’s 
plantation, 8 miles, where I remained until the 28th; thence with the 
division to Fisk’s plantation, 4 miles; thence, April 29, 12 miles, to Per- 
kins’ plantation; thence, April 30, some 20 miles around Lake Saint 
Joseph, to a point about 3 miles from the crossing of the river. 

During these marches nearly all the camp and garrison equipage of 
the several regiments was left behind at different places for want of 
transportation. 

On the morning of May 1, the guns were heard from the battle-field 
of Thompson’s farm, or Port Gibson, showing a severe engagement in 
progress. Leaving the Fifty-sixth I[linois, Colonel Raum, on detail, I 
moved the other three regiments as rapidly as possible to Hard Times 
Landing, opposite Grand Gulf, where they embarked on board gun- 
boats and transports, dropped down the river to a place called Bruins- 
burg, or some such name, and immediately took up the line of march 
for Port Gibson. When within about 3 miles of the battle-field, I re- 
ceived orders to that effect, and fell back 1 mile, with my own and three 
regiments of the Third Brigade, and took a position for the night, cover- 
ing a road leading from Grand Gulf. 

In the morning, being joined by the whole of the First and Third 
Brigades, I moved into Port Gibson, passing the battle-field of the day 
previous, and resting in town, awaiting the completion of the pontoon 
over the Bayou Pierre, the enemy having destroyed the other bridge 
behind them. 

About 4 o’clock the same day, I crossed the Bayou Pierre and marched 
until late at night, and encamped near the bridge over the north branch 
of the Bayou Pierre. 

During the night this bridge was made passable by a portion of the 
Third Brigade, and in the morning the troops crossed. Advancing 
about 3 miles, the head of the column encountered a force of the enemy 
with artillery, which was at once engaged by the skirmishers of the 
First Brigade, Colonel Sanborn, and a portion of the First Missouri 
Battery, Lieutenant MacMurray. I was ordered by Brigadier-General 
Crocker, commanding division, to take a position on the left of the 
road, which I did, the Tenth Missouri Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Horney, being deployed as skirmishers, supported by the EHightieth 
Ohio, Colonel Bartilson, and the Seventeenth Iowa, Colonel Hillis, in 
line of battle. The enemy soon abandoned the position, and the pur- 
suit was at once resumed to Black River, distant 6 miles. . 

The brigade, with the division, remained bivouacked at this point 
until the morning of May 9, when we moved out on the Utica road 10 
miles, and encamped. 

On the morning of the 10th, we marched 10 miies, to a point 2 miles 
beyond Utica, and encamped. 

Again, on the 1ith, we marched about 1 mile, and took up a position, 
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May 12, we advanced about 7 miles toward Raymond, near which 
place we found Major-General Logan’s division severely engaged with 
the enemy. The brigade, by direction of Brigadier-General Crocker, 
was at once formed in support of several batteries found in position on 
the left of the road, but not engaged. iv 

Remaining here a short time, the Hightieth Ohio and Tenth Missouri 
were ordered to the support of Brigadier-General Stevenson, prepara- 
tory to an advance into town, the former to his center and the latter 
to the extreme right wing. Having taken the position assigned, the 
whole line of battle moved forward 14 miles, and entered the place, the 
enemy evacuating without further opposition, except from his artillery, 
which did no damage to those of my command. One lieutenant and a 

. few prisoners were captured by Company A, Tenth Missouri. 

The brigade and division encamped near the town, and marched 
again on the morning of the 13th to Clinton, without opposition, and 
encamped 1 mile east of that place, on the Vicksburg and Jackson 
Railroad. 

The march was resumed on the morning of the 14th toward Jack- 
son, the Second Brigade leading. In view of the probability of soon 
meeting the enemy, a heavy force of skirmishers from the Tenth Mis- 
sourl was thrown forward and deployed with supports. Advancing 
about 3 miles, the enemy was discovered in force on both sides of the 
road, occupying a commanding position, his right covered by a dense 
thicket of oak bushes, his center and artillery at Wright’s house, with 
his leit on the continuation of the ridge. The main position at the 
house was also covered by a line of infantry formed in the ravine in 
his immediate front. His artillery commanded the road and an open 
country of undulating ridges for 14 miles in the direction of our ap- 
proach. U-pon discovering the enemy, the Second Brigade was at once 
deployed, the Tenth Missouri, Lieutenant-Colonel Horney, to the right 
of the road, and the Kightieth Ohio, Colonel Bartilson, and the Seven- 
teenth Iowa, Colonel Hillis, to the left. The First Missouri Battery 
was now taken into position and my line changed so as to support it, 
with the Seventeenth Iowa on the left of the road, the Hightieth Ohio 
in the center on the right of the road, and the Tenth Missouri on the 
right of the line, the whole supported on the right by the First Brigade, 
Colonel Sanborn, and on the left by the Third Brigade, Colonel Boomer. 
The whole line advanced in a heavy rain and under a severe fire of 
artillery and skirmishers to within 500 yards of the enemy’s main line, 
when I halted under the shelter of an intervening ridge, preparatory 
to the final charge. Being again ordered to advance, I commanded my 
three regiments to fix bayonets, and, at the word, to move at double- 
quick upon the enemy, which they did in excellent order, sweeping 
everything before them and carrying the position. The Sixth Wis- 
consin battery, Captain Dillon, was quickly brought to the front, and 
opened a heavy fire upon the fleeing enemy, who continued his retreat 
into and through the town of Jackson, abandoning his artillery as he 
went. ; < 

My loss in this battle—mostly in the charge—amounted in all to 215 
killed, wounded, and missing, out of a force of about 1,000 actually 
engaged. Lists of the casualties accompany this report.* 

The conduct of my officers and men in this action was worthy of all 
praise, without excepting any. 

The brigade bivouacked in the town that night, and in the morning 


* See p. 751. 
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took up the line of march, with the rest of the division, for Vicksburg. 
Marched 8 miles to Clinton, where | encamped, with orders to report 
to Major-General Grant at that place, which I did, the remainder of the 
division moving on. 

Early on the morning of the 16th, I received orders from Major-Gen- 
eral Grant to move immediately to join the division. Heavy firing 
being heard in the direction of Champion’s Hill, [ hurried forward with 
dispatch toward that place, distant 13 miles. Arriving within about 3 
miles of the field of battle, I was met by orders to leave my train 
parked in guard of a regiment. The Hightieth Ohio, Colonel Bartilson, 
was assigned to this duty. The two remaining regiments, the Tenth 
Missouri, Lieutenant-Colonel Horney, and the Seventeenth Iowa, Colo- 
nel Hillis, continued to advance by the main road, the Seventeenth ° 
Iowa leading, until engaged with the enemy. The enemy occupied a 
strong position upon a steep, wooded hill, over which the road ran, 
flanked by deep ravines. This point had been sharply contested through 
the day, and at the time of the arrival of the regiments of the brigade, 
was in the act of being retaken by the enemy. Colonel Hillis, Seven- 
teenth Iowa, encountering the enemy’s fire, immediately formed for- 
ward into line and gallantly pressed on. I ordered the Tenth Missouri 
into line in the same manner and to advance. These two regiments 
drove the enemy from the position. 

The gallant Lieutenant-Colenel Horney, commanding the Tenth Mis- 
souri, while moving his regiment across the road to the right to uncover 
the Seventeenth, fell. pierced by several balls, and the command de- 
volved upon Maj. Francis C. Deimling, who led the regiment with great 
bravery through the rest of the fight. In this brief but fierce contest 
four pieces of artillery, which had been captured by our forces and again 
retaken by the enemy, were recaptured by the Seventeenth Iowa, to- 
gether with the colors of the Thirty-first Alabama (rebel) Regiment. 
The position being taken was not again disputed. I estimate the num- 
ber of prisoners taken by my brigade at not less than 500. 

My loss in this action, in the two regiments engaged, was 103 killed, 
wounded, and missing, detailed reports of which are anvexed.* 

After the battle my brigade was ordered to remain to bury the dead, 
subject to the orders of Brigadier-General MeGinnis, detailed with his 
brigade on the same duty. 

On the 19th, I marched to Black River, joining Colonel Sanborn, with 
the First Brigade, and crossed the river during the night at the upper 
crossing. Before leaving Champion’s Hill I-was joined by the Fitty- 
sixth Illinois, absent on detached service since the crossing of the Mis- 
sissippi. Atthe same point the Eightieth Ohio was detailed to guard 
prisoners, and is now absent on that duty. 

On the 20th, I moved from my camp near Black River, with the Tenth 
Missouri, Seventeenth Iowa, and Fifty-sixth Illinois, to a position in the 
rear and near Vicksburg, and on the 21st to the position in front of the 
enemy’s works now occupied by me. 

On the 22d, the brigade was moved to the front as support to the First 
apd Third Brigades, of this division, in the general assault ordered on 
that day. : 

Although partially under fire on that occasion, I sustained but small 
loss, a report of which is herewith forwarded.t Later in the evening I 
was noved to the left of the line, to report as support to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Osterhaus. Upon my arrival I received orders to move to’ the 


*Seo Part If, p. 10 t See Part I, p. 165, 
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attack of the enemy’s works in his front, which order was almost imme- 
diately countermanded, owing to the lateness of the hour. 

Harly on the morning of the 23d, I took up a position on the extreme 
left of our line, deploying skirmishers in front of the enemy’s works 
and to my left, and at 3 p. m. same day returned to the position I now 
occupy. 

In concluding this brief summary of the operations of this brigade 
throughout so long and active a period, I cannot withhold a just tribute 
to the lamented Lieut. Col. Leonidas Horney, commanding the Tenth 
Missouri Infantry, who fell, as stated, at Champion’s Hill. He was 
truly a capable and valiant soldier, and his loss is very deeply regretted. 
Colonel Hillis, Seventeenth Iowa; Colonel Bartilson, Eightieth Ohio, 
and Major Deimling, Tenth Missouri, as will be seen, have rendered dis- 
tinguished service in the operations of the brigade. 

I am also much indebted to the services of my personal staff, Capt. 
W. W. McCammon, acting assistant adjutant-general, and First Lieut. 
H. H. Meredith, aide-de-camp. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAME. A. HOLMES, 
Colonel Tenth Missouri Infantry, Commanding. 
[Capt. MONTGOMERY ROCHESTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General.] 


No. 12. 


Reports of Col. David B. Hillis, Seventeenth Iowa Infantry, including 
operations April 20-May 24. 


HDQRS. SEVENTEENTH REGYT. lOowA VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Camp on Champiows Hill, Miss., May 17, 1863. 

COLONEL: I have the honor of submitting the following report touch- 
ing the part borne by my regiment (Seventeenth Iowa Volunteer In- 
fantry) in the engagement before Jackson, Miss., on the 14th instant: 

In compliance with your order, I first formed my line on the left of 
the railroad, 3 miles west of Jackson, my right resting on said road, on 
a parallel with the Hightieth Ohio, which was formed on the right of 
the road. The regiment oceupied this position ata halt for perhaps 
twenty minutes, when you ordered me to move by the right flank across 
to the right of the road, which movement I was executing when I was 
- ordered by General Crocker to move by the left flank to the front, main- 
taining my right on the left of the dirt road, on a line with the Hight- 
ieth Ohio and Tenth Missouri, they being on the right of said road, 
which I did. Upon this line I advanced about 15 miles before encount- 
ering the enemy. 

At this point I met his skirmishers, who reluctantly and slowly fell 
back as I pressed them upon their first line, which was composed of the 
Twenty-seventh [Twenty-fourth| South Carolina Sharpshooters, imme- 
diately in front, and another regiment on their right (my left), the name 
of which I have forgotten, formed in a ravine, with heavy underbrush 
between my line and theirs, at about 150 yards from my front. At this 
point the line, of which my regiment was the extreme left, was halted. 
You then ordered me to take the ravine, which I did by a bayonet charge 
at a double-quick, breaking the enemy’s line and pressing him up and 
over the crest of the next hill. Having reached this crest, I ordered 
the regiment to cease firing and commanded a halt. After having rested 
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here some twenty minutes or more, I was ordered by you to throw for- 
ward one company in front of my line of skirmishers at a double-quick, to 
investigate the beush and woods in advance. This duty I intrusted to 
Company H, Captain Craig, which they did skillfully, discovering no 
enemy, as he had fled in great confusion, abandoning his position and 
camp, fort, containing four pieces of artillery, which the captain en- 
tered and took possession of and held until ordered forward into Jack- 
son by General McPherson. The captain, therefore, claims the honor 
of having first entered the works and taken possession of the guns. 
Soon after this it was announced that the enemy had gone and that 
Jackson was occupied by our troops. This, then, ended the fight of 
Jackson, after which we moved forward and bivouacked for the night 
upon the premises of a Mrs. Clifton, in the suburbs of the city. 

I went into action with 350 men, and lost during the engagement 16 
killed, 60 wounded, 3 missing, and 1 disabled by a shell, making an 
aggregate of 80 men, or 23 per cent. of my command. The principal 
loss sustained was while charging the enemy down the ravine, where 
my left wing, being unsupported, was exposed to a severe cross-fire from 
the right of the enemy’s lines. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of praise of the gallantry and zeal 
displayed by the entire command. So weil did all do their part that 
none are deserving of special mention, unless it be Capt. L. W. Huston, 
who, while suffering from a very painful and severe wound through his 
left fore-arm, away from all assistance, seized a gun from one of three 
rebels and brought the three into the hospital, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wever, and Captain Walden, who commanded the left wing, and had 
his horse killed under him, and Adjutant Woolsey, to all of whom Iam 
indebted for their coolness and assistance, and take pleasure in com. 
mending. 

Respectfully, 
D. B. HILLIS, 
Colonel, Commanding Seventeenth Towa Volunteer Infantry. 


Col. SamuEL A. HoLMEs, 
Comdg. Second Brig., Seventh Div., Seventeenth Army Corps. 


Hpars. SEVENTEENTH IOWA VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., May ‘26, 1863. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 27, from your head- 
quarters, of date May 24, 1863, I herewith submit a report of marches, 
battles, and other operations of the Seventeenth Iowa since leaving 
Milliken’s Bend (April 20) to May 24. ; 

April 20, the regiment left Milliken’s Bend at 9 a. m., and marched 12 
miles, to Richmond, La. Went into camp at 3p. m., and remained until 
April 25. 

At 9 o’clock a. m., marched 10 miles, to Holmes’ plantation, and biv- 
ouacked. 

April 26, at 6 a. m., marched 8 miles, to Smith’s plantation, and biv- 
ouacked at 12 m., and remained until April 28. 

At 9 a.m. marched 4 miles through mud from 4 to 6 inches deep, and 
bivouacked near Colonel Fisk’s (rebel) plantation. 

April 29, marched 12 miles, and bivouacked at 12 m.at Perkins’ plan- 
tation. 

April 30, at 6 a. m., marched 12 miles, and bivouacked 6 miles from 
the place of crossing the river. 
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May 1, marched 6 miles to crossing; the regiment crossed in a gun- 
boat by 2 o’clock, and immediately marched (9 miles) out to re-enforce 
McClernand, who was engaging the enemy near Port Gibson. 

May 2, at 6 a. m., marched 10 miles to Port Gibson, and halted in the 
town to await the reconstruction of the bridge across Big Bayou Pierre, 
which the rebels had burned in their retreat. At 4 p.m. crossed the 
bayou and marched 8 miles by 8 o’clock, and bivouacked in a field. 

May 3, marched 1 mile to bridge across Little Bayou Pierre and 
awaited the repairing of it. The rebeis were but a short distance on 
the other side. We crossed, and shortly afterward our brigade was 
ordered into position on the left of the road to Big Black River, the 
Seventeenth and Hightieth in line and the Tenth Missouri in advance, 
skirmishing; but not finding the enemy, we were shortly ordered for- 
ward, and marched 4 miles, and went into camp near Big Black River, 
where we. remained (occasionally capturing a few rebels while on picket) 
until May 9. 

At 5.30 a. m. same day marched 12 miles on Jackson road, and biv- 
ouacked on the crest of a pine ridge. 

May 10, marched 10. miles, and bivouacked in a thick underbrush 
34 miles west of Utica. 

May 11, marched 2 miles to a more comfortable position. 

May 12, marched 9 wiles to within 24 miles of Raymond, expecting 
to join in the engagement which was progressing. On our arrival my 
regiment (together with the Tenth Missouri and Kightieth Ohio, of our 
brigade) was formed in line of battle on the crest of a hill commanding 
the valley in which the battle was raging. While here, the Tenth and 
Hightieth were ordered forward, while my regiment was left on the hill 
for perhaps fifteen minutes, when it was ordered forward by General 

Jrocker (commanding Seventh Division), and marched 3 miles to a point 
one-half mile northwest of Raymond, and bivouacked at 9 p. m. 

May 13, marched 10 miles, and bivouacked 2 milcs east of Clinton; 
stormy weather. 

May 14, marched 4 miles, and were formed in line of battle, my regiment 
on the left of the Jackson road, the right resting against said road, and 
were ordered forward (through a pelting rain) in Jine of battle, and ad- 
vanced without resistance for perhaps 14 miles, when I encountered 
the enemy’s skirmishers, and was shortly after hotly engaged, losing 16 
killed, 60 wounded, 1 disabled by a shell, and 3 missing; making an ag- 
gregate of 80, or 23 per cent. of the number engaged (350), as per off- 
cial report. 

My skirmishers entered the fortifications (containing four pieces of 
artillery) and occupied them until ordered forward into the city. We 
encamped in the suburbs of the city for the night, and procured a sup- 
ply of meal and bacon for my boys, who had been for some days on 
short rations. : 

May 15, marched 8 miles to Clinton, and were retained (together with 
the Tenth and Kightieth) while the rest of the corps moved forward to- 
ward Big Black River. 

May 16, marched 12 miles to Champion’s Hill, where a desperate bat- 
tle was being fought; were double-quicked through dust and a burning 
sun, and immediately formed in line of battle on the left of the Vicks- 
burg (dirt) road, from which point I charged the enemy, who were se- 
verely pressing the center of our lines, driving him in confusion before 
me, completely routing and scattering his center, and capturing a stand 
of colors, 175 prisoners, and recapturing four pieces of artillery which 
had been previously captured, but retaken by the enemy. 
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After the battle I rested my wearied boys on the roadsides until 5 
o’clock, when we were ordered into camp. 

In the engagement I lost 5 killed, 49 wounded, 1 missing, and 2 dis- 
abled; making an aggregate of 57, or 25 per cent. of the “number en- 
gaged (which was between 200 and '230), as per official report. 

May 17 and 18, engaged in burying the dead and attending to the 
wounded. 

May 19, marched 7 miles to Big Black River, and were formed in 
line of battle while the trains were crossing the pontoons, after which I 
crossed the Big Black and bivouacked 1 mile beyond. 

May 20, marched 19 miles to within 1 mile of our lines around Vicks- 
burg, and bivouacked at 11 p.m. in a deep ravine with the Tirst Bri- 
gade of our division. 

May 21, moved out and took position in front of, and abont half a 
mile distant from, the rebel forts. 

May 22, at 9. 30 a. mn. , moved forward to within 300 yards of. the forts. 
While in position ina ravine, 1 captain and 2 men of my regiment were 
wounded and carried from the field. At about 3 p.m. we moved (3 
miles) to the right of the enemy’s lines, and bivouacked in a ravine on 
the left of the One hundred and ei i¢hteenth Illinois. Here we received a 
two days’ supply of rations. 

May 23, moved out and took position at 8 a.m.in a ravine in front of 
the center of the enemy’s right, which we occupied until 3 p. m., when 
we were moved back (3 miles) to the position occupied on the 21st, where 
we now are. 

Total distance marched, 1913 miles. During the marches from Milli- 
ken’s Bend the regiment received less than an average of one-third 
rations, but, notwithstanding this, it is worthy of note that during the 
whole of this trying but brilliant campaign not a murmur was heard 
in the ranks. 

Respectfully, 
D. B. HILLIS, 
Colonel, Commanding Seventeenth Towa Volunteers. 


Capt. WILLIAM W. McCammon, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., Tth Div., 17th Army Corps. 


No. 13. 


Report of Maj. Francis O. Deimling, Tenth Missouri Infantry, includ- 
ing operations April 20-May 23. 


HEADQUARTERS TENTH REGIMENT Missourr INFANTRY, 
In the Field, in rear of Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 1863. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 85, Héndameneee 
Seventh Division, Seventeenth Army Corps, I have the honor to make 
the following report of the operations of this regiment from the time 
of leaving Milliken’s Bend, La., up to and including the 24th instant: 

It is necessary to state that up to the 16th instant the regiment was 
under the command of Lieut. Col. Leonidas Horney. On that day this 
officer was instantly killed on the battle-field at Champion’s Hill, and 
consequently the duty of making a report of the movements and ae- 
ae the regiment while under his command has devolved upon 
myse 

At 7 o'clock on the morning of Monday, April 20, the regiment, as 
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part of the Second Brigade, Seventh Division, in pursuance of orders 
from Major-General McPherson, marched from Milliken’s Bend, La.. to 
Richmond, La., about 12 miles distant, at which place it remained en- 
camped until the morning of April 25, when it marched 10 miles to 
Holmes’ plantation. 

Sunday, April 26, marched 8 miles to Smith’s plantation. Weather 
very bot, causing much suffering among the men. HKneamped on Round- 
away Bayou near its junction with Bayou Vidal, at which place we re- 
mained until 8 a.m., April 28, when, leaving all camp and garrison 
equipage, marched over very bad roads from recent rains 7 miles to 
Fisk’s plantation. 

April 29, marched from last-named place, crossing two bayous by 
means of pontoon bridges, 9 miles to a plantation, name unknown. 

April 30, drew six days’ rations, three of which were issued to the 
command, and marched 22 miles to Perkins’ plantation, on Lake Saint 
Joseph, and 2 miles from Hard Times Landing, on the Mississippi 
River. 

May 1, marched 2 miles to Hard Times Landing, and 3 miles down 
the levee to Bruinsburg Landing, on the Mississippi River; leaving all 
public and personal baggage, embarked on board the gunboat Caron- 
delet, dropped down the river about 4 miles, and landed on the Missis- 
sippi shore. 

From the time of starting on this day, the action then in progress at 
Baldwin’s Hill being in full hearing, the regiment was as soon as pos- 
sible hurried forward in support. Marched 10 miles, and at 8 p. m. 
bivouacked for the night. 

At 2 a. m. of the 2d we marched for Port Gibson. At 9 a.m. passed 
over the battle-ground of the previous day, and at 2 p. m. entered Port 
Gibson. Remained there two hours, and, passing over a newly made 
pontoon bridge across the bayou at town, marched 8 miles to Bayou 
Pierre, and bivouacked about 11 p. m. 

May 3, started at daybreak, and after marching 1 mile found the ad- 
vance, under General Logan, checked by a force of the enemy posted 
on the hills commanding the road across Bayou Pierre. After some 
skirmishing the enemy withdrew his forces, and the regiment, as part 
of the division, marched about 3 miles, when, leaving the main road to 
the right, it turned off to the left toward Black River, and after ad- 
vancing about 1 mile the head of column was checked by a force of the 
enemy, consisting of the First Missouri (Confederate) Battery, with in- 
fantry supports. The regiment was formed on the road in support of 
the First Missouri Battery, U. S. Volunteers, and a brisk artillery skir- 
mish ensued. 

About 2.30 p. m., by order of Col. 8S. A. Holmes, commanding bri- 
gade, the regiment was deployed as skirmishers to the left of the road 
across ——— Oreek, and through a heavy timber ravine, the Kightieth 
Ohio and Seventeenth Iowa Regiments being formed in line of battle 
about 150 yards to the rear as support. The skirmishers were cau- 
tiously advanced until the right rested on the left of the skirmishers of 
the First Brigade of this division, and within 300 yards of the position 
of the rebel battery. Remained in this position for about one-half hour, 
when, the enemy retiring, the regiment was reformed and marched with 
the brigade and division in pursuit about 6 miles to Black River and 
bivouacked. 

Remained until the 9th instant, when, General Steele’s division arriv- » 
ing, we marched 10 miles on the Utica road and encamped. ; 

May 10, marched at 10 a. m. 8 miles to a point 2 miles beyond Utica. 
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May 11, marched 1 mile and bivcuacked. 

May 12, at 7 a.m., marched about 7 miles toward Raymond. When 
within 2 miles of the town went into position on the left side of the road, 
in support of the Eleventh Ohio Battery, which was posted on a ridge 
about 50 yards to the front. Remained in this position about thirty 
minutes, the enemy, under General Gregg, being actively engaged by 
General Logan’s division, when, by order of General Crocker, com- 
manding the division, the regiment was marched about half a mile to 
the front and right, across a small creek, and moved to the right of Gen- 
eral Stevenson’s brigade, of General Logan’s division, thus occupying 
the extreme right of the whole first line of battle. “Company A was de-— 
ployed as skirmishers to the right and front, and the regiment advanced 
with the first line about 14 miles to the southern edge of the town, from 
which the enemy retired, leaving his dead and wounded, the skirmishers 
capturing 1 lieutenant and 5 men of the Tenth Regiment Tennessee 
Infantry, C.S. Arniy. Marched through town and bivouacked about 
7 p. m. on the northwestern side of the same. 

May 13, marched 9 miles to Clinton, on the Vicksburg and Jackson 
Railroad, and bivouacked 1 mile east of town, near the railroad. 

May 14, the division marched at 6 a.m. on the Jackson road, the 
Tenth Missouri occupying the right. At the crossing of the Jackson 
road by the railroad, Company A, under Capt. C. A. Gilchrist, was de- 
ployed as skirmishers on the right and left of the road, at 5 paces’ 
interval, with Company D as first reserve on the road, and Company [ 
as a second reserve on the same. The skirmishers and column advanced 
about 24 miles, when, at 9 a. m., the enemy was discovered in force, 
with infantry and four pieces of artillery, posted on a commanding 
ridge on the farm of O. P. Wright, with a line of skirmishers deployed 
to lis front. The regiments of the brigade were here deployed into 
line, the Seventeenth Iowa Regiment on the left of the road, their right 
resting on the road, the Eightieth Ohio on the right of the road, and 
the Tenth Missouri Regiment on the same line and to the right of the 
Hightieth Ohio, The rain-storm which had been falling during the morn- 
ing now increased in violence, during which the pieces of the First Mis- 
souri Artillery were placed in position, three to the right of the house 
of Mr. Mann, on a ridge and to the left of a cotton-gin. One piece of 
the same battery was placed on the road to the left of the house and 
garden fence, the Tenth Missouri Regiment being moved to the support 
of the above-named three pieces on the right and about 40 paces to the 
rear, the First Brigade being formed in a second line and about 50 yards 
to our rear. During all this time the enemy kept up a brisk fire with 
his artillery with shell and solid shot. 

At about 11 a. m. the whole line was ordered to advance, and the 
skirmishers soon engaged those of the enemy, gradually driving them 
on their supporting line. The regiments moved forward, under a heavy 
fire of artillery, about 400 yards over two ridges, and formed under the 
crest of a third ridge, the other regiments of the brigade occupying 
their same relative positions. We remained here about fifteen minutes, 
the enemy continuing his fire. Col. Samuel A. Holmes, commanding 
the Second Brigade, now commanded that bayonets be fixed and a 
charge be made upon the enemy. The order was obeyed. The troops 
moved torward at double-quick, cheering wildly, driving in first the 
enemy’s skirmishers and then their main line, passing over about 500 
yards, under a terrific fire of shell, canister, and musketry, to the house 
of O. P. Wright, in and behind which, and the hedges, fences, and trees 
surrounding it, the rebels were hidden and protected. Here ensued an 
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almost hand-to-hand conflict with the Twenty-fourth Regiment South 
Carolina Volunteers, the Tenth Missouri suffering severely from the 
streams of fire which issued from behind every object which could furnish 
a protection to the enemy. We succeeded finally in dislodging and 
driving them some 200 yards to the left and toward the main road to 
Jackson, when, while reforming our line, a section of the Sixth Wis- 
consin Battery was rapidly brought upon the ground (the regiment 
forming the support to the same on the right) and completed the rout 
of the enemy. 

The line of the brigade being again formed, advanced to near the 
brow of a hill in front of the earthworks on the outskirts of Jackson, 
from which works a brisk fire of artillery was kept up. Company F, 
Tenth Missouri, under command of Capt. Joseph Walker, was now 
deployed as skirmishers to the front of the regiment. The enemy soon 
after deserted their works, leaving four pieces of artillery unspiked, and 
retreating through the town, destroying stores, &c. *The regiment ad- 
vanced in line of battle to the outskirts of the town, and then by the 
flank to a deserted camp on the right side of the road, where it biv- 
ouacked for the night. 

The regiment lost in this action 10 killed on the field and 74 wounded, 
several of whom have since died, a list of which is hereto appended, 
marked A. 

During the evening such rations as could be procured were issued td 
the men, and at 10 a. m. of May 15 [the regiment] marched back to 
Clinton, bivouacking on the north side of the town. 

On May 16, at 7 a. m., received orders to march, and proceeded west- 
ward on the Vicksburg road, heavy firing being heard to the front. 
At 11 o’clock, halted at the house of Mr. Edwards, where we passed 
the division train, the Hightieth Ohio Regiment being detached from 
the brigade for the purpose of rear guard. Resumed the march, the 
fire becoming heavier, when, about 2 p. m., crossing the railroad and 
approaching Champion’s Hill, we were hurried forward to participate 
in the action, the men throwing off haversacks and knapsacks on the ° 
road. Arriving at the foot of the hill, we rapidly formed line of battle 
to the left, and charged up the hill over ground of the roughest and 
most broken character, meeting and checking the enemy, who was 
driving back in disorder and confusion the troops in our advance. We 
proceeded forward steadily over the hills and ravines, fighting the 
enemy, who contested the ground closely, until we arrived at a fence 
and open field, across which they fled into the woods beyond, endeav- 
oring to form there, but by well-directed volleys we dislodged them, 
and they made no further appearance in this direction. The Seven- 
teenth Iowa Regiment having all this time engaged the enemy in the 
woods on our right and across the Vicksburg road, the regiment was 
moved by the right flank to their support, and in executing this move- 
ment Lieut. Col. Leonidas Horney, who, up to this period, had been in 
command of the regiment, was instantly killed, falling from his horse 
pierced with three shots in the breast and head. The command now 
devolved upon myself, as the only remaining field officer. The enemy 
at this time were advancing up the ravine on our now left, and I di- 
rected the fire of the left wing upon them, checking and driving them © 
back. The right wing of the regiment, under the direction of Capt. 
Charles A. Gilchrist, of Company A, had advanced down the slope in 
support of the Seventeenth Iowa, and assisted in defeating the enemy’s 
intention of recapturing and removing a battery from which they had 
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been driven by the Eleventh Indiana Regiment, who, in their turn, had 
been forced to retire and abandon the guns. The rebels retreating, I 
formed the regiment upon the Vicksburg road, and, by order of Colonel 
Holmes, went into position on the right side of, and at right angles to, 
said road, deploying skirmishers to the front and right. The action 
ceasing, the regiment was marched about 300 yards to the rear of this 
position, and bivouacked on the left of the road for the night. 

In this action 7 were killed on the field, 36 wounded, and 3 missing, 
several of whom subsequently died, a list of which is hereto appended, 
marked B.* 

The brigade being ordered by General Grant to remain on the field 
and assist in removing the wounded, burying the dead, and collecting 
the arms and accouterments left on the ground, remained at this place, 
performing said duties, until Tuesday, 19th instant, at 12 m., when it 
received orders to march to Black River. Marched — miles to within 
1 mile of the river, where the regiment was posted on the north side of 
the Vicksburg road, on the right of and supporting a section of the 
Twelfth Wisconsin Battery, to cover the crossing of Black River by the 
division train and a large body of (say 4,000) prisoners. This was ac- 
complished by 10 o’clock that night, and the forces on the east side were 
ordered to cross to the west side of the river, which was done, and the 
regiment bivouacked about 11 p. m. 1 mile west of the pontoon bridge, 
on the left side of the Vicksburg road. 

May 20, started early in the morning, and marched about 10 miles to 
a position in the rear of Vicksburg, and in a ravine on the left of the 
road, bivouacking for the night. 

May 21, moved to our present position, 1 mile distant from the last- 
named bivouac, and in the evening received orders to issue ammunition 
to the amount of 100 rounds per man, preparatory to storming the 
enemy’s works on the morrow. 

May 22, at 10 o’clock, moved to the front a quarter of a mile across a 
ridge swept by the fire from the rebel forts and sharpshooters, and took 
. @ position on the left of the brigade, which was the reserve of the divis- 
ion in the assault ordered to be made by the whole line at the above- 
named hour. We occupied this position about one hour, deploying 
skirmishers to the left and front on the next ridge, when we advanced 
across the ridge in front to the ravine beyond, and, after remaining 
about the saine length of time, received orders to retire to the position 
last occupied by us, and remained there about one hour, when orders 
were received for the First and Third Brigades to charge the works, 
and the regiment, with the others of the Second Brigade, to advance 
to the brow of the hill in front, and repel any attack which the besieged 
might make, should the assault prove unsuccessful; but, before this 
movement couJd be executed, the division was ordered to the left, to 
support the army corps of General McClernand. The brigade marched 
about 2 miles to the left, and reported to General Osterhaus, and biv- 
ouacked in a ravine on the west side of the road for the night. 

May 23, at 7 a. m., marched about three-quarters of a mile southward 
to a ravine, yards from the works, and deployed the left wing as 
skirmishers to the left and one company to the right and front. Re- 
mained in this position until 1 o’clock, when, under orders from General 
Quinby, the regiment, with the brigade, marched back to the position 
.t now occupies, and has remained here since. 

The only casualties during these two days were 2 men wounded. 


*Not found; but see Part II, p. 10. 


Car, XXXVI] ENGAGEMENT AT JACKSON, MISS. 785 


Tn all the actions and skirmishes in which the regiment has been en- 
gaged during the past two weeks, the officers and men seemed to do 
everything which their duties as soldiers demanded. It might seem in 
vidious, perhaps, for me to particularize individuals, but justice demands 
that some mention be made of several. officers and enlisted men whose 
services deserve special notice. F 

In the action at Jackson, May 14, Color Sergt. Calvin R. Lingle, al- 
though weakened by disease, displayed undaunted courage and deter- 
mination to keep the flag to the front, and only resigned it on the 
entrance into camp at Jackson. At the action at Champion’s Hill, the 
colors were borne by Acting Corpl. Martin C. Carmody, who, although 
badly wounded in the face, refused to resign his charge, but steadfastly 
maintained it and his position in the ranks until the fire ceased. The 
dauntless courage of both of these men deserves honorable mention. 

At the action at Champion’s Hill, upon the death of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Horney, Capt. C. A. Gilchrist assumed command of the right 
wing, and-while I was engaged on the left, and unaware of the death 
of the lieutenant-colonel, rendered such services as deserve iny hearty 
thanks and approbation. 

In the actions at Raymond, Jackson, and Champion’s Hill, and dur- 
ing the operations in rear of Vicksburg, the services rendered and cool- 
ness displayed while under fire by Adjt. John W. Boyd, jr., are deserv- 
ing of much commendation. 

Surg. O. B. Payne, as heretofore, was indefatigable in his care and 
attention to the wounded of the regiment. 

Number engaged at Jackson, 430; number engaged at Champion’s 
Hill, as near as can be ascertained, say, 325. 

Respectfully submitted. 

F. OC. DEIMLING, 
Major, Commanding Tenth Regiment Missouri Infantry. 


Capt. WILLIAM W. McCammon, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 7th Div., 17th Army Corps. 


No. 14. 


Report of Brig. Gen. John Gregg, C. S. Army, commanding at Jackson. 


In CAMP NEAR VERONA, MIss., 
June 22, 1863. 


COLONEL: I make of the action had by the forces under my command 
with the Federal army at Jackson, Miss., on May 14, ultimo the follow- 
ing report: 

It being evident that the Federal forces advancing upon Jackson were 
very large, General [Joseph E.] Johnston instructed me that the city 
would be evacuated, and that I should take command of the troops and 
hold the enemy in check until Brig. Gen. John Adams should have 
prepared his train and set out upon our line of retreat—the Canton 
road. 

Pursuant to this, at 3 a. m. I ordered Col. P. H. Colquitt, command. 
ing brigade, to move his troops 3 miles toward Olinton, aud myself 
proceeded toward Clinton and instructed him at what point on the road 
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he was to post his command. I also ordered Brigadier-General Walker 
to move his brigade to within easy supporting distance of Colonel Col- 
quitt, and remain until it became necessary to render his assistance In 
order to prevent Colonel Colquitt’s being forced back. 

Asa large force of the enemy (since learned to have been Sherman’s 
corps) was approaching by the road from Mississippi Springs, I ordered 
Colonel [A. P.] Thompson, of the Third Kentucky Mounted Infantry, to 
take position on this road 2 miles from Jackson, and also ordered out 
to his support the battalion of sharpshooters (Major [A.] Shaaff com- 
manding) belonging to Brigadier-General Walker’s brigade, and Cap- 
tain [R.] Martin’s battery, belonging to the same brigade. Colonel [R.| 
Farquharson, commanding the brigade formerly commanded by myself, 
was ordered to march out on the Clinton road 25 miles, and thence 
move by the right flank aeross the open field toward the Livingston 
road, and whenever within sight of the enemy make such demonstrations 
as might impress him with the idea that it was our intention to fall upon 
his left flank. 

At 9a.m., the enemy came up by the Clinton road and commenced 
the attack. In a few minutes after, the attack was made by the force 
op the'road from Mississippi Springs. Owing to the well-directed fire 
from Captain [J. A.] Hoskins’ battery, and the fire of Colonel Colquitt’s 
skirmishers, as well, I think, as the fact that Colonel Farquharson 
showed his command in line of battle on the hills to Colonel Colquitt’s 
right, the advance of the enemy was very cautious and slow. His move- 
ment by the road from Mississippi Springs was retarded in the same 
spirited manner. 

The fighting continued on both roads between the batteries (Captain 
Martin’s being well served on the road from Mississippi Springs) and 
the skirmishers until near 2 o’clock, when I received notice that the 
trains were already on their way. I immediately ordered the entire 
force to withdraw, which was done in excellent order, our troops not 
having permitted the enemy to press them back at any point until the 
order was given. 

The utmost good order prevailed, and during the fight the troops en- 
gaged (Hoskins’ battery and Colquitt’s brigade on the Clinton road, 
and Thompson’s Third Kentucky and Martin’s battery on the road from 
Mississippi Springs) behaved with the most determined coolness and 
courage. 

Brigadier-General Walker’s and Colonel Colquitt’s commands moved 
through the streets of Jackson and came into their proper places from 
the different roads without interference with the movements of each 
other. Colonel Thompson, with his mounted infantry and Captain [T. 
M.| Nelson’s company of cavalry, brought up the rear. Colonel Farqu- 
harson, by my order, proceeded obliquely across from the Clinton to the 
Canton road and fell into the column at his proper place. 

The lists of casualties in Colonel Colquitt’s different regiments are for- 
warded, but I have been unable to obtain a report from General [W. H. 
T.] Walker, though I think a few casualties occurred in his brigade. 
He has declined to make a report. 

I have from reliable sources that the enemy’s loss was 400 in killed 
and wounded. Our loss in killed, wounded, and missing was 200. 

JOHN GREGG, 
Brigadier-Gencral, Commanding. 
Col. B. S. EWELt1, 
Assistant Adjutant Generar. 
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Return of Casualties in Gist’s Brigade in the engagement at Jackson, May 14, 1863. 


{Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, &c.] 
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Killed. Wounded. | 57. missing. 
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No. 15. 


Report of Col. Peyton H. Colquitt, Forty-sixth Georgia Infantry, com- 
manding Gists Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS GIS'1’S BRIGADE, 
Near Calhoun, Miss., May 16, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that my brigade—consisting of 
a battalion of the Forty-sixth Georgia Volunteers, Capt. T. B. Hancock 
commanding; Twenty-fourth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel [ Ellison] Capers commanding; battalion Fourteenth 
Mississippi Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel [W. L.] Doss commanding, 
and Captain [J. A.| Hoskins’ battery light artillery—on the morning of 
the 14th instant were posted on the Clinton road, 3 miles from Jackson, 
with instructions to hold the enemy in check, then approaching in heavy 
force. He made his appearance at 9 a m. The action began soon 
after. ; 
At 2 p. m., in conformity with orders, I withdrew the brigade, not a 
man having receded an inch, and having resisted successfully the col- 
umn of the enemy. 

All behaved well, officers and men, and won my admiration by their 
coolness and bravery. 

The following is a list of the casualties :} 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 
PR. He COLQUITT: 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. THomas W. HALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Lieut. A. F. Cunningham killed. 
+ Six horses killed. 
t Embodied in tabular statement preceding. 


ALTERNATE DESIGNATIONS 
Or 


"ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS VOLUME.’ 


Adaire’s (T.N.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 
Adams’ (Hugh W.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 7th Regiment. 
Adams’ (Wirt) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Adamson’s (Frederick C.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Alexander’s (Jesse I.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 59th Regiment. 
Anderson’s (Joseph W.) Artillery. See Botetourt Artillery. 

Anderson’s (Robert H.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Appeal Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Atherton’s (Joseph B.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Bailey’s (George W. K.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Barnes’ (George) Cavalry. See Wirt Adams’ Cavalry. 

Barrett’s (Samuel E.) Artillery. See Jilinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B. 
Barteau’s (C. R.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Bartilson’s (Matthias H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 80th Regiment. 

Bayne’s (Griff.) Sharpshooters. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 12th Battalion. 
Beach’s (Augustus) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 2d Battery. ; 
Beaumont’s (T. W.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 50th Regiment. 
Bennett’s (Thomas W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 69th Regiment. 

Bevier’s (R. S.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment. 
Bissell’s (Josiah W.) Engineers. See Missouri Troops, Union. 

Blackburn's (G. T.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 28th Regiment. 
Blackburn’s (William D.) Cavalry. See Iliznois Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Bledsoe’s (H. M.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Blount’s (Ambrose A.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 17th Batlery. 

Blythe's (G. L.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Bolton’s (William H.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery L. 
Botetourt Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Botsford’s (Eli W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Bouck’s (Gabriel) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Boyles’ (William) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, 15th Battalion. 

Bridges’ t(H. W.) Sharpshooters. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 12th Batlalion. 
Bringhurst’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 46th Regiment. 
Brookhaven Artillery. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Brown's (Charles F.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 26th Regiment. 
Brown’s (William N.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Brush’s (Daniel H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Bryan’s (B. F.) Cavalry. See Wiles’ Legion. 

Buchanan's (Robert) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment. 
Buehler’s (Theodore E.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 67th Regiment. 


* References are to index following, + Temporarily commanding. 
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Burnet’s (James) Infantry. See Texas Troops. 

Bush’s (Daniel B., jr.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Byam’s (Eber C.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Cameron’s (Robert A.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 34th Regiment. 

Campbell’s (Franklin) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 81st Regiment. 

Campbell's (George H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 106th Regiment. 

Capers’ (Ellison) Infantry. Sce South Carolina Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Chalmers’ (A. H.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Vroops, Confederate, 18th Battalion. 

Chamberlain’s (Edwin W.) Infantry. See Lowisiana Troops, Union, 11th Regiment 
(Colored). 

Cherokee Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Chicago Mercantile Artillery. See Charles G. Cooley’s Artillery. 

Clack’s (C. J.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 

Claiborne Rangers, Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 12ih Regiment. 

Cleveland’s (S. B.) Cavalry. See Wirt Adams’ Cavalry. 

Cobb’s (Robert) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate. 

Cole’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Cole. 

Coleman’s (Dayid C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment. 

Colms’ (S. H.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion. 

Connell’s (John) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Cooley’s (Charles G.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops. 

Corbin’s (W.H.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 13th Batialion. 

Corkery’s (William) Artillery. See Henry Guibor’s Artillery. 

Corput’s (Max Van Den) Artillery. See Cherokee Artillery. 

Cowen’s (Luther H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops. 45th Regiment. 

Cradlebaugh’s (John) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 114th Regiment. 

Cravens’ (Jordan E.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 21st Regiment. 

Crescent Artillery. See Lowisiana Troops, Confederate. 

Cunningham’s (James) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Davis’ (William P.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Dawson’s (W. A.) Cavalry. See F. M. Stewart’s Cavalry. 

Dawson’s (W. E.) Artillery. See Saint Louis Artillery. 

Dayton’s (James H.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 4th Regiment. 

De Baun’s (J.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 9th Battalion. 

De Golyer’s (Samuel) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 8th Battery. 

Deimling’s (Francis C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 10th Regiment. 

Dillon’s (Henry) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 6th Battery. 

Dollins’ (James J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 81st Regiment. 

Dornblaser’s (Benjamin) Infantry. See Jllinvis Troops, 46th Regiment. 

Doss’ (W. L.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 14th Regiment. 

Harl’s (Seth C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 53d Regiment. 

Eastman’s (Harry E.) Cavalry. Sec Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Eaton’s (William W.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Eldridge’s (Hamilton N.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 127:h Regiment. 

Emerson’s (Daniel M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 

Engelmann’s (Adolph) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 43d Regiment. 3 

Erwin’s (Eugene) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment. 

Falkner’s (W. C.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Parti- 
san Rangers. 


Farquharson’s (Robert) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 41st Regiment. 
Fenton's (Frank B.) Artillery, See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery A. 
Fisher's (Cyrus W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 54th Regiment. 

Floyd’s (W. J.) Cavalry. See Peach Creek Rangers. 

Fonda’s (John G.) Infantry. See Jllinois Troops, 118th Regiment. 

Force’s (Manning F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 20th Regiment. 
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Forney’s (George H.) Infantry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 1st Battalion. 

Foster’s (Jacob T.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 1st Battery. 

Foster's (John 8.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 4th Company. 

Fuller's (E. W.) Cavalry. See Saint Martin’s Rangers. 

Gantt’s (George) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 9th Battalion. 

Garland’s (W. H.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate 

Gause’s (W.R.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment, 

Gill’s (Charles R.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 29th Regiment. 

Glasgow’s (Samuel L.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Goodwin’s (Edward) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 35th Regiment. 

Graham’s (Harvey) infantry. See Iowa Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Graham’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Granbury’s (H. B.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Grayson’'s (John B.) Heavy Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, ist Regi- 
ment, 

Grierson’s ( Benjamin H.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Griffin’s (S. H.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment. 

Griffith's (Henry H.) Artillery. See Jowa Troops, 1st Battery. 

Guibor’s (Henry) Artillery. See Vissouri Troops, Confederate. 

Guppey’s (Joshua J.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Guthrie’s (Harvey, jr.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 2d Batlery. 

‘Hall’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Tall. 

Ham’s ( T. W.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Hancock’s (T. B.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 46th Regiment. 

Harrison’s (Isaac F.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 15th Battalion. 

Hart’s (Levi W.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H. 

Hatch’s (Edward) Cavalry. See lowa Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Hayes’ (Charles 8.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Heath’s (Thomas T.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Herren’s (Gadi) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment. 

Herrick’s (Thomas P.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Hervey’s (W.) Artillery. See Crescent Artillery. 

Hewlett’s (W. A.) Partisans. See Alabama Troops, 13th Cavalry Battalion. 

Higley’s (John H.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 40th Regiment. 

Hillis’ (David B.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Hoge’s (William N.) Artillery. See Appeal Artillery. 

Holland’s(O. 8S.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 37th Regiment. 

Horney’s (Leonidas) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 10th Regiment. 

Hoskins’ (James A.) Artillery. See Brookhaven Artillery. 

Hotaling’s (John R.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Hubbard’s (Lucius F.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Hubbell’s (F. L.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 

Hudson Artillery. See Petius’ Flying Artillery. 

Hughes’ Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Cavalry. 

Hurst’s (Fielding) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 

Hutchens’ (William D.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Inge’s(W. M.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 12th Battalion. 

Jackson’s (Ezra P.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 58th Regiment. 

Jackson’s (W. H.) Cavalry. See Zennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Johnson’s Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Johnson’s (W. H.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 28th Regiment. 

Johnston's (J. W.) Artillery. See Botelourt Artillery. 

Jones’ (Theodore) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 30th Regiment. 

Keigwin’s (James) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 49th Regiment. 

Kelly’s (John H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 114th Regiment. 


192 MISSISSIPPI, WEST TENNESSEE, ETC. — [Cuar. XXXVI. 


Kimball’s (Charles B.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 1st Battery. 

Kinsman’s (William H,) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Klauss’ (Martin) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 1st Battery. 

Lan igraeber’s (Clemens) Artillery. See Missourt Troops, Union. 

Landis’ (John C.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Langan’s (John M.) Artillery. See John CO. Landis’ Artillery. 

Langley’s (Edward) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 3d Battery. 

Lanphere’s (Charles H.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 7th Battery. 

iewers’ (James) Cavalry. See Wirt Adams’ Cavalry. 

L Hommediew’s (S.8.,jr.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 8d Regiment. 

Videll’s State Troops. (Official designation not of record.) See Major Lidell. 

Lightburn’s (Joseph A. J.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Lippincott’s (Charles E.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 33d Regiment. 

Lochbibler’s (Christian) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 35th Regiment. 

Logan's (John A.) Cavairy Escort. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Loomis’ (Renben) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Love's (R.C.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Lowry’s (Robert) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment. 

Lucas’ (Thomas J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Luckett’s (W.R.) Cavalry. See Wirt ddams’ Cavalry. 

Macauley’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 11th Regiment. 

McClanahan’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See 

MicClure’s (John) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 57th Regiment. 

MocCook’s (Edwin §.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 31st Regiment. 

McCown’s (Janes) Infantry. See Missowi Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment. 

WicCulloch’s (R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 

McDonald’s (Asa W.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 7th Regiment. 

MacGavock’s (kK. W.) Infantry. See Zennessee Troops, Confederate, L0th and 30th Regt- 
ments, 

MeKoin’s (John) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 13th Battalion: 

McLaughlin’s (John A.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 47(h Regiment. 

McMillen’s (William L.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 95th Regiment. 

MacMurray’s (Junius W.) Artillery. See Wissouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Bat- 
tery M. 

MocWeil’s (John) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 13th Battalion. 

IMcPhail’s (Enos) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 3d Regiment. 

MocPherson’s (James b.) Cavalry Escort. See Ohio Troops, 4th Company. 

Maloney’s (Maurice) Infantry.* See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment. 

Mailtby’s (Jasper A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 45th Regiment. 

Mann’s (P.A.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 12th Battalion. 

Marsh’s (Benjamin F., jr.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Martin's (Robert) Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Mathews’ (Samuel) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Maxwell's (W.C.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Merrill’s (Samuel) Infantry. Sce Iowa Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Miles’ (W.R.) Legion. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 

Mississippi Rangers, Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Union. 

Mitchell’s (James A.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 16th Battery. 

Mitchell’s (W.R.) Partisans. Sce Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Montgomery’s (Bacon) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 

Tfoore’s (Jonathan B.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 33d Regiment. 

Morgan’s (John H.) Sharpshooters. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 12th Battal- 
ion. 


McClanahan. 


* Serving as siege artillery. 
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Mudd’s (John J.) Cavalry. Seo Illinois Troops, 2a Regiment. 

Mueller’s (Alexander) Cavalry. See Missouri Lroups, Union, 4th Regiment, 

Myers’ (Benjamin H.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 83d Regiment. 

Nale’s (John H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 41st Regiment. 

Neely’s (J. J.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Nelson’s (Horatio C.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Nelson’s (‘'. M.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops. 

Obenchain’s (Francis G.) Artillery. See Boletourt Artillery. 

Oliver's (William S.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, 

Orr’s (J. A.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 31st Reyiment. 

Osband's (EK. D.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Owens’ (J. A.) Artillery. Seo Arkansas+ Troops, Confederate. 

Pardee’s (Don A.) Infantry. . See Ohio Troops, 42d Regiment. 

Parry’s (Augustus C.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 47th Regiment. 

Patten’s (W. Thompson) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 3d Battery. 

Patterson’s (William I.) Engineers. See Kentucky Troops, Union. 

Peach Creek Rangers, Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Peats’ (Frank F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Peoria Light Artillery. Sce Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery A. 

Pettus’ (Ii. W.) Infantry. See dlabama Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Pettus Flying Artillery. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Pile’s (William A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Regiment. 

Pinson’s (R. A.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, lst Regiment. 

Pleisch’s (Theodore) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 60th Regiment. 

Pointe Coupée Artillery. Sce Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 

Poole’s (De Witt C.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Porter’s (dward D.) Cavairy. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Post’s (John P.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Potter’s (Leander H.) Infantry. See Jllinois Troops, 33d Regiment. 

Potts’ (Benjamin F.) Infantry. Sce Ohio Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Prince’s (Edward) Cavalry. See [llinvis Troops, Tth Legiment. 

Putnam’s (Holden) Infantry. See Jilinois Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Raum’s (Green B.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 56th Regiment. 

Raynor's (William H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 56th Regiment. 

Rice’s (Americus V.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 57th Regiment. 

Rice’s (James) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 17th Battery. 

Richards’ (Evan) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Richardson's (Robert) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment. 

Richardson’s (R. V.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Ridley’s (S. J.) Artillery. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 1st Iegiment, Bat- 
tery A. 

Riley’s (A.C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment. 

Rogers’ (Henry A.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Batiery D. 

Rogers’ (J. W.) Infantry. See drkansas Troops, Confederate, Ith Regiment, 

Rorer’s (W.A.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 20th Regiment. 

Rutherford’s (F.8.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 97th Regiment. 

St. John’s (A. P.) Artillery. See A. H. Sengstauk’s Artillery. 

Saint Louis Artillery. Seo Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Saint Martin's Rangers, Cavalry. Sce Lowisiana Troops, Confederate. 

Saylor’s (Thomas) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Schofield’s (George W.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, Ist Regiment, Bat- 
tery A. 

Scott’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See Lowisiana Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment. 

Sears’ (C.W.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, Abih Regiment, 

Sengstak’s (H.H.) Artillery. See Alabama Troops, 
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Senteny’s (Pembroke 8.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 

Shaaff’s (A.) Sharpshooters. See Georgia Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Shedd’s (Warren) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 30th Regiment. 

Sheldon’s (Charles 8.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 18th Regiment. 

Shelley’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 30th Regiment. 

Shunk’s (David) Infantry. Sce Indiana Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Siber’s (Edward) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 37th Regiment. 

Slack’s (James R.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 47th Regiment. 

Sloan’s (Thomas J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 124th Regiment. 

Slocomb’s (C.H.) Artillery. See Washington Artillery, 5th Battery. 

Smith’s Conscripts. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Smith. 

Smith's (J. F.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment (State). 

Sparrestrom’s (Frederick) Artillery. Sce Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery G. 

Spear’s (Edward, jr.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 15th Battery. 

Spicely’s (William T.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 24th hegiment. 

Spicer’s Pioneers. See Kansas Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Spiegel’s (Marcus M.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 120th Regiment. 

Spooner’s (Benjamin J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 83d Regiment. 

Spoor’s (Nelson T.) Artillery. See Lowa Troops, 2d Battery. 

Starr’s (Mathew H.) Cavalry. Sce Illinois Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Stephens’ (Thomas) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Stewart's (F.M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Stillman’s (George L.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 7th Battery. 

Stirman’s (Ras) Sharpshooters. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Stocks’ (J. G.) Cavalry. See W. H. Jackson’s Cavalry. 

Stockdale’s (T. R.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Stone’s (William M.) Infantry. See lowa Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Street’s (Solomon G.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Strong’s (James G.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Sturgess’ (Robert H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Swan’s (Simeon D.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Sweaney’s (John R.) Artillery. See Pettus Flying Artillery. 

Tennessee (Confederate) Second Cavalry. See C. Rk. Barteau’s Cavalry. 

Terrell’s (V.L.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate. 

Thomas’ (De Witt C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Thomas’ (J. D.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment. 

Thompson's (A. P.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 

Thompson’s (J. F.) Artillery. See J. A. Owens’ Artillery. 

Thornton’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 49th Regiment. 

Tippah Rangers, Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Union. 

Tipton's (Samuel P.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Turner’s (James J.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 10th and 30th Regi- 
ments. 

Tweeddale’s (William) Engineers. See Josiah I. Bissell’s Engineers. 

Vance’s (Joseph W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 96h Regiment. 

Waddell’s (James F.) Artillery. See Alabama Troops. 

Wade's (William) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Wakefield’s (Edwin) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment. 

Walker's (C. H.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 

Walsh’s (Richard C.) Artillery. See William Wade's Artillery. 

Washburn’s (Henry D.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Washington Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 

Washington’s (Edward C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 13th Regiment. 

Waterhouse’s (Allen C.) Artillery. See Iilinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Batlery E, 

Waul’s (T.N.) Legion. See Texas Troops. 
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Weatherall’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Caplain Weath- 
erall. 

Weber’s (Andrew J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 
Wheeler’s (John R.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 16th Regiment. 

White’s (Patrick H.) Artillery. See Charles G. Cooley's Artillery. 

Wilbourn’s (C.C.) Cavalry. See Hughes’ Cavalry. 
’ Wiles’ (Greenberry F.) Pioneers.* See Greenberry I’. Wiles. 

Williams’ Artillery. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Williams. 
Williams’ (William 8.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 3d Battery. 

Wilson’s (James G.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Wilson’s (Thomas B.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 
Wingfield’s (J. H.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 9th Battalion. 
Wood's Paitisans. (Official designation not of record.) See Wood. 
Wood's (Charles A.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Wood's (Peter P.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A. - 
Wood's (R. L.) Artillery. See H. M. Bledsoe’s Artillery. 

Wood’s (Robert C., jr.) Cavalry. See Wirt Adams’ Cavalry. 

Wood's (William F.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 1st Regiment.. s 
Wood's (William Ff.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment (Colored). 
Woods’ (M.L.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 46th Regiment. 

Worthington’s (William J.) Infantry. See Wentucky Troops, Union, 22d Regiment. 
Wright’s (Clark) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 

Yerger’s (W.S.) Cavalry. See Wirt Adams’ Cavalry. 

Zesch’s (Gustavus) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 1st Regiment. 


* Improvised. 


dain ID Ex: 


Brigades, Divisions, Corps, Armies, and improvised organizations are “ Mentioned” under namo of command- 


ing officer; State and other organizations under their official designation, (See Alternate Designations, 
pp. 789-795.) 
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Alabama Troops. Mentioned. (Coufederate.) 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Sengstak’s, 467 ; Waddell’s, 318, 640. 
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Ordered) to garrison post of Helena, ArK)22-=, -2-2e01.-- «see <2 aeeeeeeee ee ll 
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Reports of 
Bloomington, Tenn. Skirmish near, Peb. 27, 1863 ........ 2-2 .----- 422 


Obion River, Tenn. Skicnish near the, April 9, 1868 ..............06. 514 
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Rivers, La. Operations on the, Feb. 10-14, 1863. 
. Atherton, Joseph B. 
Correspondence with John A. McClernand...................----.---0--- 179 
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Report of battle of Port Gibson, Miss., May 1, 1863..............-.--..2-. 632 
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A. W. Baker, Steamer. p 
Capture of, Feb. 3, 1863. See Vicksburg, Miss. Passage of batteries at, by 
U.S. S. Queen of the West, Ich. 2, 1863. Reports of 
Ellet, Charles Rivers. Gardner, Franklin. Sibley, Henry H. 
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Baker’s Creek, Miss. Battle of. See Champion’s Hill, Miss. Battle of, May 
16, 1853. 
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Reports of ; 
® Grierson’s Raid to Baton Rouge, La., April: 17-May 2, 1863.....-.--. 583, 534 


King’s Creek, near Tupelo, Miss. Action at, May 5, 1803 ..----.------ 692 
Bartilson, Matthias H. Meutioned ...-....-. .----. .--- +--+ 6-222 e- 2 eee 774-777 


Bartlett, Frank A. Report of skirmishes at Caledonia and Pin Hook, La., 
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Report of passage of batteries at Vicksburg, Miss., by U. 8. S. Switzerland, 
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Barton, W..S. Mentiomed ....2 2c cee. cece cele am een as eel arian ia 236 
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La., April 17-May 2, 1863, 
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Bayou Pierre, Miss. 
Skinnish on North Fork of, May 2, 1863. See Jackson, Miss. Ingagement 
at, May 14, 1863. Reports of : 


Alexander, Jesse I. Hillis, David B. 
Deimling, Francis C. Holmes, Samuel A. 


See also Raymond, Mss. Engagement at, May 12, 1863. Report of Smith, 
p. 706. 
Skirmish on South Fork of, May 2, 1863. Report of George B. Boomer -.- 688 
See also reports of Grant, pp. 33, 49; Pemberton, p. 258; Logan, p. 644; 
Stevenson, p. 653. 


Also 
May 1, 1863. Port Gibson, Miss. Battle of. Report of Cockrell, p. 668. 


14, 1863. Jackson, Miss. Engagement at. Report of Holmes, p. 773. 


Bayou Teusas, near Lake Providence, La. Skirmish at, May 9, 1863* ._..- 3 
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Belmont,Tenn. Action near, March 29, 1863. See La Grange, Tenn. Expedi- 
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180, 182, 184, 185, 584, 598, 602, 606, 607, 610, 615-618, 620, 621, 623, 624, G26 
Report of battle of Port Gibson, Miss., May 1, 1863.....2.._.9.15 22.2... 685 
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Berwick Bay, Steamer. 

Capture of, Feb. 3, 1863. See Vicksburg, Miss. Passage of batteries at, by 

U.S. S. Queen of the West, Feb. 2, 1863. Reports of 
Ellet, Charles Rivers. Gardner, Franklin. Sibley, Henry H. 
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Biffle, A. B. Reports of Grierson’s Raid to Baton Rouge, La., April 17-May 2, 
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Big Black River, Miss. Skirmishes atthe. See Hankinson’s Ferry. 

Big Black River Bridge, Miss. Engagement at, May 17, 1863. 

Casualties. Returns of. 
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EO NLULOOD Stace aeiecisenc sats oon sheen scent cise cow cees sie esea eons 6, 59, 158 
Reports of 
CHEE ELAN CISHM se eset a tose cine Menem a cee merece ene ta eree 267, 268 
Oneet | t| Aimee wer een he oe ae Seas SMe e ce eae wae eee cee ee 268 
See also Port Gibson, Miss. Battle of, May 1, 1863. Reports of 
Buehler, Theodore E. Carr, Eugene A. 
Also reports of Halleck, p.5; Grant, pp. 38,53; Dana, p. 86; McClernand, 
pp. 151, 160,624; Tunica, p. 189; Johnston, pp. 222,242; Pember- 
ton, 267. Also Part II. 
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Big Sandy Creek, Miss. 
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Skirmish near, May 9, 1863. See report of McClernand, p. 146. 
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Bingham, Judson D. Report of attempt of tug George Sturgess to pass bat- 

teries at Vicksburg, Miss., May 4, 1863......-...-. Be Sees oy Sere 687 

Bingham, Oscar H. Mentioned......-.-- UES e Grats Re eee ee 357, 358, 488° 

Birmingham, Miss. Skirmish at, April 24, 1863. See Grierson’s Raid to Baton 

Rouge, La., April 17—May 2, 1863. Reports of 

Barteau, C. R. Hatch, Edward. 

Gholson, S. J. - Ruggles, Daniel. 
PeseellmuOsiail wv. | Mentioned (foo) encns'c ce vaca cn oo ss qq cme sclSasiee Ssletioae ce 124 
Black Bayou, Miss. Expedition through. See Steele's Bayou Expedition, 

; March 14-27, 1863. 
Black Bayou, Deer Creek, and Greenville, Miss. Expedition to. See Green- 
ville, Black Bayou, and Deer Creek, Miss. Expedition to, April 2-14, 
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MEMGIOMC MMM ete testa a. nicciscsieise es casid cas eee 334, 482, 524, 527, 528, 539, 542, 549 


Reports of 
La Grange, Tenn. 
Beas from, to Mount Pleasant and Lamar, Miss., Feb. 13-14, 
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* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Henderson, steamer, Mentioned 2-2... 2- 5.2065 secs al seleimenloe =e 371, 376, 378, 387 
HrendersomsD. Webb, Mentioned --2. ..-- 0.5225. sese - ce uesiees senses ere 623 
Menderson, Samuel. Mentioned... --- 0-0-2. . s20see sneer ace t- eh ce- ener 254 
Henderson, Thomas. 

Correspondence with Joseph E. Johnston ....-...-------------- e122 ------ 225 

WIGRSIONGG. 3. ee eae en OO Oe eas Be ne ewe eee rere Pe OR eee ee 222, 225, 272 


* No circumstantial reports oa file. 
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 Hennerberry;.J..- Mentioned: 2.2 :.e.t see. eeene- oda ete Jap ae 417 
Henry; C+Bia Mentioned 22.220 4' Soo as Raa oe 2 ein acme el tine tae 591 
Henry Clay, Steamer. Mentioned..-.....---.---.-.---------- 30, 47, 75, 76,517, 518 
Henry; RuS. Mertioned’:...-...---. (2-222 cee cne mene ones en seat sees sens 419 
Henrys wi Ree Men tom Oda see se ae moe aie ale eis sire en foe al ene leyaiel ace tm terra tote ete teeare 623 


Hernando, Miss. 
Action at, April 18, 1868. See Coldwater, Miss. Expedition from Memphis, 
Tenn., 10 the, April 18-24, 1863. 
Skirmishes near, March 15-16, 1863. Report of James R. Chalmers ....... 468 


Herford,.Drs, » Mentioned. aac go2 aria ele elec a eae ele oe oll te tae eater 549 
Perens Gadicy Mentioned te. 24 corse cise s see ears tetas one eee ote ee ates ee 549 
HerrickChaties oH. Mention ede lise seas a ste oe ole ate oe rare ial) © alata eleratele ey erie 320 
Herrick, Thomas P. Reports of 

Beaver Creek Swamp, Tenn. Scout in, April 2-6, 1863........-....--.---- 500 

La Fayette and Moscow, Tenn. Scout to, March 10-16, 1863, andskirmish-. — 429 
TeIHinen JOSepiekvy > MeMUIONE Goa. c= eases eee cote ee ae are eee eee 339, 340 
Herron, Francis J. Mentioned..---...--...---. 7, 42, 57, 59. 96-103, 106, 107, 111, 137 
PICEVEY A NV ce NON TOMO eee aw lies, co et a ae tale as nmi teh Semtatre cies s = eee emai 686 
FICAS Calvary wVenblOnedese sesso see tic ~. 2's es gales es ce = rie = area 567 
Hess, H.C. Mentioned ........ SR 22 Pa eee 568 * 
lew ,clibe beers oe Memtrome iar kee cces See ples oaks re eee tate eta Gian ee oe eee ene 745 
Mewittitenry ic. Mentioned tice ses sss acl se oe eee aie ee ene cos temas 755 
Hewlett, W. A. 

MIGNGEONOG ss sen cersk Ce avi 3 28 ISDE Dace aes Rak Sete en tire ae eee See eee 561 

Report of action at King’s Creek, near mapelet Miss. May" 5, 18603222. seer 691 
Heyward,G.A. Mentioned.......--- tO. hom Se eae o weiss See Sete eee ene 318 
Hickenlooper; Andrew. Mentioned: ...-. 2-3 ee woe oe 127, 130, 638, 641, 642 
Hicks Jer oeMentioned \ 22. 2ee ce bes pce ee shes seas we Sie see ee oe ee 
Migeinsehdwards* Mentioned) = oso. kee ieee foe poet eee es 271, 211) 290, OLD 
Eiehtowern. Thomas Mentioned . 2: S05 >) Sat. sees econ ces eoc ces eee eee 654 
Bicley, ton rH Menbioned 22.822 one eo eee fees oe ee eee 459 
ELIA C@appairha © Ment onediet 254 85 el oe rece Jaen eas eee eee 294 
BV ewatlitameg.. (Mentioned! s 2272.4 ssh 0 5 ese ee ne oe ee ee eee 628 
Hillis, David B. 

MENTIONGU DEA set ae se aie seco. Sic c eae pea ee ee ern et men eee 774-777 

Reports of engagement at Jackson, Miss., May 14, 1863, including opera- 

tions April 2O=May ‘24 sass Vessel taceies beeen ae 777, 778 

Bla Veloris.L Mentioned.ss.25-2.20ec2ocenee ee Ph ONE ted PE es leh 8 651 
Hinds, Howell. 

Correspondence withidoln Os Pembertonse se eee eee ete eae eee 313 

IMentiOD Gd Ary jase Sea he eae Sys Peer ee ee ee ere SR RS RE ISS 292 
Finely), obeanrexs sventionedsss..wasr ena eae ee eee eee 291, 303, 307, 308 
EEneseAN bh  Sieainers Mentioned iiss. oe se. See aoe ee ee eee 688 
Minsony Joseph a= Mentioned sks 2228) atte ee feces 0 Belen ee bene ne REC 
Hipp; Charles. Mentioned). <2. 2..16:) 3 ee ee eee 
lite 7George Men tone diese os pope ee ee ee eee 685 
Hoadley WEN W o Mentioned osic. Nhe Ge ee ee 319 
Hobart bdw ards enti owed 20.0: 22s one, Sen ene eee a eee a 320 
Hodges; General: Steamer, aMentioned © a0. steer 291 
Hoel wwialliamuR. Men tionedsee cout sae a ee ee 517 
Flozan, Dennis se Mentioned cea ssccoe tee nie en 698 
Hogane, James T. Mentioned.....................- Sok ee 293 
Hoge, George B. Report of Steele’s Bayou Expedition, March 14-27, 1863.... 440 


tozue, By Js. Mentioned iea.28. ieveky aay: 1 ee new e Se een fa ce Aah eee 417 
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EPOP UCM ANCA MONULON EM Moons <a< sens eek accicges Sia cas cet wce Heauonasee OTe 
POL OLOOM DV tliamr ed nen biONed),..... . oa\sndas ene ane sec shone te tige Ue bees 649 
Holcomb, Benjamin F. Mentioned ....-...........-. Pech < oa ates ees 649 
HAC Ose HVT OL LOMO 2 = Ns otic s clic cities ete ee eee ee a a ee 420 
Holmes, Samuel A. 
Mentioned ........ 86, 407, 634, 638-641, 717, 723-726, 729, 731, 751, 775, 781, 782, 784 
Report of engagement at Jackson, Miss., May 14, 1863, including operations 
PAPE Tees NTA Yeas atcteiay erates eee Se ee alcte <e ete oaye NEn 773 
ouvec un MeOpnilus Hy Mentioned ox ssecl2sus eeu cos sealed cee en sean 219 
Hooe, Roy Mason. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Daniel Ruggles. 
PT OO RCE MUOSCDU. NEN tiONed snc e's cones Selec cohccee eeu e soag ceed ee ne see eee 36 
BEOOVGL UO Soy MCN tOned: 2. cecccs cn och ist sacle bust cele fadee se ote eeee 649 
ICS OLCAINGT.e eMOEntONEd ne oot estos focset asses Get ac cone pied eee cee 505 
Eforizon, Steamer. Mentioned ...........:--..--.-.-..- 47, 77, 565, 567-569, 634, 643 - 
momey, geonidas: Mentioned = 221.25. 2... s.62 (snc e tee 774-777, 780, 783, 755 
PUERTO OIE. | NEN IONE 2 co. Wao sis. aac mals eames eee sce cee eee 645, 649 
OSL Me me en glOnOd: ek Ale Se oo cru Sahn Soto tore eee ale sae eS 578 
Hovey, Alvin P. ; 
REGION OU meer ean eee te eA ee ET oe et 48, 51-53, 74, 77, 81-83, 86, 96, 98, 99, 


108, 126, 138, 141, 142, 144-151, 154-156, 158, 160, 183-187, 391, 583, 593, 601, 
606, 607, 609-611, 614, 615, 621, 623, 624, 626, 639, 640, 646-648, 717, 724, 731 
Report of battle of Port Gibson, Miss., May 1, 1863, including operations 


AMON TAS MV Le ato etc ee ase ane ees Galerie ce oss tithe see mee eee 600 
PONT TIS wer VON ULOUNCH 726 testa et ctte che Sate tect ate tere oes ieee cea eee 334 
PMO AGC Sees: tov OLULONCU sae can «fae ds beteclan cleat ania wae cete ec eae eee 670 


Howard, Ocran H. 
Correspondence with 


GEAmU US pete eae aoe ce emcees ce ee cae atten cee bies awa oeeoeer 132 

Ose sl MEe so. es Se es na te ee sa Re ee ee Oe Seo eee ee 131 

RVG SO ete VV mci tee ee ae Seen a Oe A Cer ne An ee ER ee ree ere 132 

Reports of operations against Vicksburg, Miss., April 3-July 4, 1863 ..-. 130,133 

Movadanies: nm lenuioned.). 2. 4 2-eu leet: ou se, Baca hoe eess 5 SSeS Sea Rested 515, 516 

RIOVEeCuLy Wis i.0 Wen tlOnGd 3. cc cece ee cce re dee eae cet eae eee ee 131, 136, 641 
Hubbard, Lucius F. Report of engagement at Jackson, Miss., May 14, 1863, 

includine operations May 2-22" slo. Foo. eat. ees ee sce se 767 

PATO OC weno ks: eV LOHUI ONCE 62.5 joes cae ae iene deca ca ae sete oats casein 319, 668 


Hudsonville, Miss. 
Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Lockhart’s Mills, Mount Pleasant, Karly 
Grove, and. See La Grange, Tenn. Scout from, etc., April 10-11, 


1863. 
Scont to. See La Grange, Tenn. Scout from, ete., March 2-3, 1863. 
Humphrey, Thomas W. Mentioned...-....-.......-- AEGON a os GRE Nese 86 
ESUMOUG AND Pit. MON tlOneds oc. css2s asl See decwic esis ee nsess veasieca sss smemee 681 
Hurlbut, Stephen A. 
ABSIMoS COMmand of 16th ATINY COLps coccae encs'es scase cece ee actencine 2 
Correspondence with 
NIV MELOACU AT LOLS 7-e oe oe so ae ee sain nla remediate Sapa cadinns SsiayNele we 30 
Crary Ui Sy ceed sae Reo ee CES Sree EE Een Mase Meee meee esata 26 
Tava Gitis UENO Ci eee eS AMEN C iS Oecd Bite ARee re Menem emcaps Oe Ie 2 554 
Wi LEDopacuinenich Un Susie sacs s este ce ees seo neti aas Someone ems 86 
Miennonede te neo. Soe. esse: 25, 58, 63, 66, 68, 70, 92, 278, 497,! 500, 501, 522, 525 
Reports of 
Coldwater, Miss. Expedition to the, April 18-24, 1863 --...--.-..--- 554, 555 


Grierson’s Raid to Baton Rouge, La., April 17—-May 2, 1863.....----- 519, 520 
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Hurlbut, Stephen A.—Continued. 

Reports of 

Moscow, Tenn, Aftairat, March 20) 1863) ooo. sleet cattle eer 485 
Nonconnah Creek, Teun. Skirmish on, April 4, 1863...---.----------- 512 
Burst-ep. W7, Mentioned). oss se era sere 2 cee a ae eee et alate een 459 
Hurst, Fielding. Mentioned... =... c--ccckmer meee ee pees ener a eee ree 498 
Hurst, Nathaniel: Mentioned .. .....us2-eeec- 2c-en a> o aonten ans go eee ie 
ERIStOU! Lace Wa, MLN UONE Mya. o-nntacoe sols eae clee a ater he aster 778 
Butchens, william: D.. Mentioned: << cs. e-s-5 25 2 aetna hee peer 514 
Hutchinson, Joseph. Mentioned ...-.-- wajtve a ho Sousa Beton eee a oe ee .622 
Hutchinson, kv. KR.) Mentioned :2cas.. . ses oe =~ oe ee ares aye ee eee 667 
Fett: George) Ws. Mentioned 21 sits ote a5 2s icles ee ie ae ae ae eet 697 
NEUTRON oad Niels me IChbURK0) OCC Dre aee dees AREA MOnS Ee OnAra neem asec cies or door 348, 368 
MPD etre. kt. s Men tlOne deer. tes. ce.ee ema esa ispla ase lee aie eee 295 
Hyams, ic. bes. Mentioned). 5. joni osm cassis sew sic oe er iris nee ies behenee 368 
TdapMViay steamer. Mentloned oo. oi sce cie oes) = 2ce ele titer eee "as Tope 397 
Thre George: Ps Mentioned. 2 cc. nee ft eceu ig bee cle apa ss See eee eee eres 431 
Illinois, Governor of. Correspondence with Abraham Lincoln ..-...---.---- 167 


Illinois Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—@atteries : Cooley’s, 138, 155, 5-3, 616, 624. Regiments: 
1st, 702. (Batteries), A, 756,770; B, 756; D, 640, 644—-04%, 706, 700, 712; 
B, 750, 753, 756, 759, 760, 762, 765, 766, 769, 770; EI, 756; 2d (Batteries), A, 
138, 583, 601, 605, 609, 610, 614, 617; G, 634, 645; L, 644, 722. 

Cavalry—Regiments : 2d, 139, 140, 142, 146, 147, 171, 351, 490, 491, 494, 571, 
584, 637, 644, 645, 705, 734, 735, 750; Sd, 138, 139, 491, 492, 582, 584, 623, 
703; 4th, 59, 332, 427, 428, 519, 579; 6th, 27, 423-425, 471-473, 482-484, 
513, 520, 522-524, 527, 529, 530, 542, 550; 7th, 334, 339, 340, 349, 422-425, 
482-484, 513, 515, 516, 520, 522-524, 526, 528-530, 542, 550, 702; Sth, 690, 
694, 703; Lith, 333, 335; 15th, 113, 514, 559. 

Intantry—Reg/ments : 8th, 5t5, 643, 644, 646, 651, 652, 706, 708, 716-719, 721; 
14th, 554; 17th, 718-720; 18th, 468, 469, 498- 500; 20th, 584, 637, 643, 646, 
648, 649, 705, 708-712; 28th, 201,245; 30th, 525, 647, 651, 705, 772; Slst, 
584, 643, 705, 707-709, 711; 33d, 138, 584, 615-617, 622, 625, 626; 41st, 201, 
245, 360, 556-558; 43a, 470; 45th, 584, 643, 705, 707-712; 46th, 554, 559; 
47th, 750,760; 53d, 201, 245, 340, 341,360; 55th, 437,441; 56th, 725, 726, 
751,774,776; 62d, 468; 72d, 725, 726; 77th, 138, 155, 178, 179, 181, 583; 
81st, 5x5, 637, 643, 644, 648, 651-655, 706, 716-719, 721, 722; 93d, 684, 725, 
751; 97th, 138, 583, 594, 599, 600; 99th, 138, 584, 598, 617, 621, 622, 624-626; 
106th, 470; 108th, 138, 583; 109th, 68; 113th, 435, 439-441; 114th, 
749, 762-765; 116th, 432, 435, 437, 439, 443, 453; 118th, 138, 493, 582, 585, 
586, 583, 780; 124th, 584, 643, 648,705, 708, 709, TL 27th: 125, 126, 434, 
443-446, 756; 128th, 68; 130th, 138, 155, 583, 594, 617. 

FndianwNora, steamer. Mentioneds*- 25... + esas eee eae eeaec ee eee 
Indiana Troops. Mentioned. ; 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: 1st, 138, 143, 584, 602, 615,620, 622, 625-627, 629. 

Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 138, 360,583; 4th, 138,523 

Intantry—Regiments : 8th, 138, 584, 607, 621, 622, 625-627 ; 11th, 138, 583, 601, 
603, 606, 607, 609, 610,784; L6th, 138, 352, 583, 593, 598; Bes 138, 584, 621, 
622, 624-626; 23d, 584, 643, 648, 705, 707-714; 24th, 138, 583, 601, 603, 606, 
607, 609, 611, 612; 34th, 138, 583, 601 -603, 606, 607, 609, 611, 614, 621: 46th, 
138, 397, 401, 583, 601, 606, 607, 609, 621; 47th, 138. 397, 583, 601, 603, 610- 
613; 48th, 706, 725, 727-733, 750; 49th, 138, 142, 491-498, 571, 572, 582, 586— 
588 ; 54th, 138, 582,590; 59th, 598, 639, 706, 722, 724, 725, 727-733, 750,771, 
772; 60th, 128, 352,583; 67th, 138, 352, 583, 592-599 ; 69th, 138, 139, 490- 
493, 495, 582, 586, 590; 83d, 435, 436, 442-447, 756; 93d, 749, 762-766. 
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Indianola, U.S. 8%. 
Capture of, Feb. 24, 1863. 
Communications from 
CRATE ce aera ion: So kere coe cbandencs nuciee dean dene 18 


PRANOD MARL GR ARGM Mere aang et aroun eaiah ntese oh eect Aste en ee 362, 369 
Coneratmlatonyorderss “Maylor# a2 cc.cccck cs eac sade a cae nee oe 352 
Reports of 

PAGURIINS mV VALI =e aser ee te ORI oe tain cc ss ice Ge Deis RE LK beak Bde RE 370 
LGM Uw nreC ODI Chey ee wen wan cae Fae stein See e a cae ee eee ee OOOO OS 
PEON teen Wee ioe renee icc ee waist de oe US AE Thee ald cee ey eee 364 
GME ECON wer ONTO tery ens SIO ent once we dale Sanctalas coeur pete 361 
Saveucoum Carteria...trcmcmehke tae lala kok ogee ie Oem 369 
SDI G AR AEE NEW Rs le ears ea At ale aE Rn Se ON A a a Re EC 361, 362 
PRCMNONOCT Eman cA ne onc Sota as no Sees che Rcmee.s 18, 19, 68, 343, 347, 361-370, 490 
Passage of Vicksburg batteries by, Feb. 13, 1863*..........-....--.)..---- Ce 

Ingate, F. 
Wormespondence with Daniel Ruggles... 4.5.5.2 .22--ioe- Ja. ones oneeee 551 
Me ANGHNe Ciera ose ek a vena oe lecnk Sawn ese Udaw aici adem Accis cReoe cee Tee 552 
ire MOE IVET PIM ONULONEU:.o6 coh sco he areca a ncmee 2akecs Janne cieoess 512, 534, 535, 692 
Ee a OM EEE TUT ONGC ss .2 oe acc cca seh arcatecane ors uicewaicsle de Aosta ane ome 567 
Ingraham Heights, Miss. Skirmish at, May 3, 1863+...........-......- eae 3 


Psiceec On. -MenuUONed...).~ 2.255 sees setae Hoenn Sols Seen sane aa eee COM 
Iowa Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—8atteries: Ist, 148, 584, 615, 620, 622, 628-631; 2d, 750, 
753, 756, 759, 760, 765, 769, 77 
Cavalry—Regiments : 2d, 472, 500, 513, 514, 519, 520, 522, 523, 529-531, 542, 
555, 579, 702; 4th, 106, 749, 753, 755. 
Infantry—fegiments : 3d, 360 5th, 683, 725, 751; 6th, 519, 579, 702; Sth, 
750, 769, 770; LOth, 683, 725, 751 ¢ om Cx 769; 16th, 181; 17th, 640, 
724, 725, 729, 751, 773-783; 21st, 138, 178, 182, 584, 621, 622, 628, 63 1-633 ; 
22d, 55, 138, 170, 175, 177-182, 584, 622, 628, 632, 633; 23d, 95, 96, 138, 
153, 584, 617, 621, 622, 628, 629; 24th, 138, 583, 601, 610, 611; 28th, 138, 
583, 601, 610, 611, 614, 615 ; 29th, 393; 35th, 750, 769. 


ite lemlelral an pe MCN UION CU. wesinno cici -etan si) sin = os) slele Seer e a aie we ia ease eae A441 
ari PeLAMir Anew LCNLLONCO. ante Scinee tae se seen comm je calms ele sae sce maien 134, 136 
NON TARE. Men HLONGOY. ca ston". o «fe = cisieae wits sine ese e we isiecieieen ieee 627 
Bee PCN Lym ONL TOMO: aon salon csic own tocin ene ye skein Saas s<ain a clariedewele 566 
Ivy, Bdward. Mentioned.....-- Boe Maan Sp ee ae ae eee Tole Ses e eet oe eee 320 
Jackson, A., jr. 
VIGOR CUlmeee Mota ee cre aiciatate sists als sciclo a: aicion Ne etslcyaremicters cine arate amine ore slecetelnte 319, 569 
Report of passage of Vicksburg and | Warrenton batteries by transports, 
SECO VOOR ce cae eee nee cts BSS il eR ae ty Te A se OS 570 
AGieOam CM IVI VLCTNGIOUGO (5.1. =a n aise a wie es bore ceca oe eee Se cde mee 246 
Jackson, Ezra P. ‘Report of bombardment of Grand Gulf, Miss., and passage 
Ohm anerTeSs at mA DTW LOO wer. Sena e lA ceatelareleteweierete. eal ate ote 573 
Jackson, George W. Mentioned...-.-.....--....--..-+--+ 0+ +--+ 2-2 eee ee eee 601 
ice CHP Gal LOU GLONG (seed oes, 4 2e oni ale cciotum athe mma cise lable ale oleae os ers 332 
Diels sOimeicives OMenttlONneG 5. -crcec-c cue ae - oe, fees 22 sce eee oer a 630 
Jackson; W.H. Mentioned........-5...--.---- 96, 102, 194, 195, 223, 224, 242, 245 


Jackson, Miss. 
Engagement at, May 14, 1863. 


Casualties. Returns of. : 
ContedenateetrOOpS a. --m re cede = eiajacsacieisscacsims on ~ 6 cieinieind cea 787 
Witton GOOD Seas Nene coe ettels eos cae finn os = 6 59, 724, 730, 749-751, 770 


*See Annual Report of the Secretary of the Wary, Dee, 7, 1€63. +No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Jackson, Miss.—Continued. 
Engagement at, May 14, 1863. 

Communications froin - 
Goran ty! WS as 2, at ayo saiten ce eos Simin Dp SEN re IE close SiS ee eee mae 36 
Sherman, William T.-... ake te ope rove Neel secs eat ae Aol te eee eee 761 

Reports of (including operations under dates noted) 

Alexander Jesseuk) May 3-043. 28202122 eee ee ear eee 771 
Bouck,-Gabtiels, May: 13-July 62.4252 ccecest ce ate eee eee 773 
Buckland, Ralphubs May 2-200 2 asec eos eee eee ae eee 761 
Colquitt SPey tome sos. acces cc es ace ae omnes Sen ae 787 
Deimling, Francis.C. April 20-May 23..-.-.....--...- Serle ae 780, 
Gregg, (J OMM eens LSS 2e seen on dpe ota see aos oe oe ae ee eee eet 
Hillis DavidiB aA ril 20=May 24s seers mae ae eee ees 777,778 
Holmes, Samuela s April 18=Mays 230s. see eens Seer nee 773 
Hibbard. Woucius Wo Miaye2 22 tae nie air aie seer ee ear oo ee 767 
MeMillonvawallliiann dynes. een eet <1 teas. erences aaah eee 766 
Matthres* Charles: Ia. JMay.2=20) (so ao eoe eee ae eee eee 769 
Sherman, awilliamsD)) (April! 20—Miay 02 eee sae ee ee 751 
Thomas, De, Wibt.C.. . May. 2—Jiully 1602 122 seer e ee aes eee 764 
Abwttle Jam CSM Mic yy 282 oo seas ober opera = tes er 7 
See also Raymond, Miss. Engagement at, May 12,1863. Reports of 
Campbell, Franklin. Davis, William P. Sanborn, John B. 
Crocker, Marcellus M. Foster, John S. 
Also Port Gibson, Miss. Battle of, May 1, 1863. Reports of 
Logan, John A. McPherson, James B. 


Also reports of Halleck, p.5; Grant, pp. 36,50; Howard, p. 136; Me- 
Clernand, p. 147; Johnston, p. 239; Pemberton, p. 260. Also John- 
ston to Pemberton, p. 270. Also report of Reed, Part II, ». 284. 
Investment and capture of, July 10-17, 1863. See Jachson, Miss. Engage- 
ment at, May 14, 1863. Report of Thomas, p. 764. 
Jackson, Miss., Campaign, July 5-25, 1863. Communications from 
Wawis, rj CLOLSON: ¢ dype cue nee lasaet Senin cias tate ema e ee ee eee 200, 201, 208 
Johnston OSep hehe socm tence cece cers et eee ee 200-202, 207-209, 245, 246 
See also report of Johnston, p. 245. Also Part II. 
Jackson, Tenn. 
Expedition from, to Hatchie River. See Hatchie River, Tein. Expedition 
Srom Jackson, Tenn., to, April 1-16, 1863. 
Expedition from, to Trenton, Tenn. See Trenton; Tenn. Expedition from 
Jackson to, March 16-18, 1863. 
James wosuua: , Mentioned 2.5 Soc eacssm eee one ease Ere ee 490 
James’ Plantation, near New Carthage, La. Skirmishes at, April 6 and 8, 
See New Carthage, La. Operations from Milliken’s Bend to, March 
31-April 17, 1863. Also report of McClernand, p. 140. 


Jayne ~Eenry, Mentioned? 022222 sae as) oe eee ee eae a eee 157 
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Expedition from, against guerrillas, Feb. 17, 1863* ..........-......----- 2 
Expedition from, to the Coldwater, Miss. See Coldwater, Miss. Expedi- 
tion from Memphis, Tenn., to the, April 18-24, 1863. 
Skirmish on Nonconnah Creek, near, April 4, 1863. See Nonconnah Creek, 
Tenn. 
Menagh, Robert Hy Mentioned ee eee woes. eae seers ace 566 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Meriwether, W.W. Correspondence with Theodore Johnston ........-..--- 296 
Merrill, Samuel. 
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Report of battle of Port Gibson, Miss., May 1, 1863..................----- 631 
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Messinger’s Ford, Miss. Skirmish at, July 6, 1863. See Jackson, Miss. En- 
gagement at, May 14, 1863. Report of Thomas, p. 764. 
BEAL Av ELeNT ya WMentromed .suvak sua wanes wivete acte saicncwent ss Sr Secs eleisretaiote tis 654, 655 
Michigan Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—8atteries: 7th, 138, 143, 490, 491, 493, 571-573, 582, 585, 
586, 588, 590-592; 8th, 585, 614, 634, 637, 640, 643-648, 650-653, 655, 706, 
709, 710, 717, 718, 723, 730. 
Cavalry—Regiments : 3d, 335, 356-358, 487-489, 564. 
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Report of Grierson’s Raid to Baton Rouge, La., April 17-May 2, 1863...... 545 


Military Complications. References to... &,9, 11-138, 40, 43, 75, 81, 102, 103, 157, 159, 
162, 164-166, 168-170, 175, 194-196, 198, 202, 209, 247, 269, 286, 321-330, 624 
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Milliken’s Bend, La. 
Engagement at, June 7, 1863. See report of Dana, p. 95. 
Operations from, to New Carthage, La. See New Carthage, La. Operations 
from Milliken’s Bend to, March 31—April 17, 1863. 


PL iiceel Tm GMD LEM ELON O(c snc ac ole siaioin'c nis lslninve ee e Wein ieleis a-ssthia/a>ieie winete] elupm mietoh ania 473 
Mims, L. 
Correspondence with John C. Pemberton .....----.---- 297, 300, 301, 306-308, 312 
MeTuION eee crete ee tat. aa senrss sia. see elee esate ow Siew 251, 254, 293, 299, 300, 303 
Winer eCNarles Wr Mentone. sated sdeets aide e <\ sik aes sto ote neio ay ames 333 
Ranaenahd. steamer, Nlenionedin. - 6 a2 + oe cesicwie secs sinlewiaclae ies eemee 444, 447 


Minnesota Troops. Meutioned. , 
Infantry—Regiments : 4th, 725, 727, 729-733, 750,772; Sth, 750, 767-769. 
Mississippi. (See also Vicksburg.) 


Milicany CLepartienits CMO DlACINE = son 2.)s sen elcks aeteieelsiiadinie in sied staecis ane a 213 
Operations in, Noy. 10, 1862-Aug. 10, 1863. Communications from 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S.A ..-.-.---..----------- 220 
ISCAS On SLUR LOM etch a he smal = gee HS oP OE Cee HARA CREE OCA ICTS 218 
CUT UIET A Ro ACS te aeem tinen Said s ciate co tetas oes naa aoe aus Sal se en atale icles = 251 
Davis, Jetterson ,.-.-. «.--+s-s SNC SE MOD Fa SN BURN (6 arene ns oe ay ner Bide boo 236, 327 
VONNSUOM a OSOPI Bites = coke aa ea ee ass atiecces wsiwcwae <jsieipie ls slays syaines 209, 


215, 216, 219, 220, 223, 224, 226-229, 233, 237, 325, 326, 329 
Rembertonmd ohn Ciena. esaneroe eo. ve cot ase cee: 250, 254, 255, 325, 327, 329 
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Mississippi—Continued. 
Operations in, Nov. 10, 1862-Aug. 10, 1863. Communications from 
Stevenson, Garters sso ctitc heat saree Oe saialele stale ave ale maleate elie tet 328 
WarDepartment,\CiS\; sacc coset eeeeeeae ce. 215, 218, 219, 223, 226, 236-238 
See also reports of 
Dana, Charles A. Johnston, Joseph E. Prime, Frederick E. 
Grant, U.S. McClernand, John A. Tunica, Francis. 
Halleck, Henry W. Pemberton, John C. Wilson, James H. 
Howard, Ocran H. 
Mississippi, U.SiS. Mentioned). 2 2c oo cc eee eee ee - e aeeis 67 
Mississippi and Bast Louisiana, Department of. 
Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etce.......--..----. 195, 546, 664 
Operations in, March 12-July 19, 1863. Report of Joseph E. Johnston.... 238 
Operations in, April 4-July 4, 1863. Report of John C. Pemberton. ---- 249, 327 
Orders, Special, series 1863: No. —, May 14, 1863, 262. 
Mississippi, Northern. 
Affairs in, generally. Communication from Stephen A. Hurlbut ........-- - 26 
Scout from La Grange, Tenn., into, April 29-May 5, 1863. Reports of : 
Hateh Wa ward *: so cccnmsuscscaces sscen sete noes Seats oes ne eles aateiemeneae 579 
Rie lesb annie saceciers ieee sic ne etoicls aialeraieie we isiosia 6 = ala mista reales eee 580 
Mississippi River. 
Opening of the. See report of Halleck, p.4. Also Halleck to Grant, p. 63. 
Operations on the. Communications from 
Billet Altced\ Wore oss sco ceok se cee foes noe a oes ee eee Sees omar 474-476 
Harragut DavidiG ress 1h sacs Soe sata cle nis eto aeis es ance tsa eee iene 474 
LRG OSS BY KOOL 1D) Sb ogag pa Geneiaecs USS And Fa IE aeONSA conSHnodaH GasuTooNaso 475 


Mississippi Springs, Miss. Skirmish at, May 13, 1863. See Jackson, Miss. 
Engagement at, May 14, 1863. Meports of 
Hubbard, Lucius F. Sherman, William T. Tuttle, James M. 
Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
Artillery, Light—Batter/es: Brookhaven, 786, 787; Pettus Flying, 662- 
664, 667, 672, 673, 674. Regiments: 1st (Batteries), A, 318. 2 
Cavalry--Battalions ; Garland’s, 527, 543; Hughes’, 527, 537, 540, 545; 
12th, 530, 535, 536, 689, 690, 693, 694 ; 18th, 515,516,522, 702, Companies: 
Mitchell’s Partisans,* 349, 468,514; Peach Creek Rangers,t 429, 430; 
Porter’s,} 483; Stockdale’s, 540; Terrell’s, 540. Regiments: 1st Par- 
tisan Rangers, 27, 485, 557; Wirt Adams’, 262, 329, 353, 355, 370, 526, 
533, 538, 545,736, 737,753; Ist, 334, 549; 4th, 548; 28th, 355. State. 
Battalions ; Blythe’s, 333,558; Ham’s, 535,536. _Companies : Tohnson’s, 
468; Mathews’, 468; Maxwell’s, 468; Street's, 332, 471. Regiments : 
1st, 529, 530, 535, 536. 
Infantry—Battalions : 1st (Sharpshooters), 461. Regiments: 4th, 675-677 ; 
6th, 252, 256, 663, 664, 672, 674 ; L4th, 254,787; L5th, 546; 20th, 254, 257, 
381, 389, 547, 548, 550; 22d, 458-460; 23d, 458; 26th, 546; 31st, 457, 
460; 33d, 459, 460; 37th, 421; 43d, 280; 46th, 381, 389, 675-677. 
Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 
Cavalry—Companies: Mississippi Rangers, 331, 332; Tippah Rangers, 
331, 332. 
Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
Artillery, Light—Batteries : Bledsoe’s, 467, 737, 738, 746, 747,781; Guibor’s, 
486, 664, 668, 669 ; Landis’, 263, 664, 667,669; Saint Louis, 663 ; Wade's, 
486, 668. 


*Subsequently Co. A, 18th Battalion, Mississippi Cavalry. 
*Subsequently Co. H, 18th Battalion, Mississippi Cavalry. 
tSubsequently Co. B, 18th Battalion, Mississippi Cavalry. 
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Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate)—Continued. : 
Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 663,664; 2d, 557. 
Infantry—Regiments : 1st, 493, 496,557, 663-665, 667-669 ; 2d, 268, 614, 663, 
665, 667-670 ; 3d, 613, 664, 666, 668, 669; 5th, 612-614, 664, 666, 668, 669; 
6th, 280, 587, 664, 666-671, 673-675, 680, 682. 
Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 
Artillery, Light—Batteries: Landgraeber’s,* 753. Regiments: 1st (Bat- 
teries), A, 138, 583, 601, 605, 610, 611,613; M, 638, 639, 725, 729, 751, 774, 
775, 781, 782. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 4th,t 515, 637, 705, 735, 750; 6th, 83, 85, 139, 350-352, 
491, 584, 636,701,750; LOth, 690, 694. 
Engineers—Regiments: Bissell’s, 120, 124-126, 432. 
Infantry—Regiments: 6th, 432, 434, 436, 437, 439, 440, 443, 448; 7th, 566, 585, 
643, 644, 651-6538, 706, 716-720, 722; Sth, 431, 432, 434, 485, 437, 439, 440, 443, 
448, 752,755; lOth, 706, 724, 725, 751, 773-777, 779-785 ; 11th, 750, 757, 760; 
12th, 17th, 45; 18th, 340,341; 24th, 751; 26th, 684, 725, 751; 33d, 397; 
35th, 121, 122, 125. ‘ 
MET COMGl Md RACE MEMtONCGsteccncacaccauweceea ce soe cee ces lxled ces ce tes 601, 606, 608 
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PacMVV Tura) MENbIONEM te soo tos sacle Cameos fdas Sat oe ae teee wale coc esinn cease 714 
MVE PEC AUIS Lsree NETLOG tio stie cc cc ccs onic Ueis a matveleee ses tavibeecdelscegnats 357 
Mizner, John K. Reports of 
Clifton, Tenn. Expedition from Lexington to, Feb. 17-21, 1863 ......-... 356 
Mirenton, benn.. ‘Skirmish at, Aprilil9, 1863). f....2-4---.2--+ eae bese eens 564 
Moderator, Steamer. Mentioned............-.-- 31, 47, 77, 397, 565, 567, 568, 634, 643 
PG Ciel Te Cm MOR LON CO c= ath arin v ciswibiacleesracin aa anici <theleoeuekte wie ss 333, 335 
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PMPOLEMIGTU TIN eet MCTLULON COistos roa's a sjorlaloweic see as cnlew ens cease cweiie bs sores ss 748 
Monongahela, U. 58.58. 
Attack on-Warrenton batteries by, March 23, 1863} ......5......--..----- 2 
MGMIGIOME MGs cces tec misic ecco se ca cerecce ce. specs peueise aes wcismdeisteis cee 298, 469, 480 
Passage of Grand Gulf batteries by. See Grand Gulf batteries. Passage of, 
by U. S. S. Hartford and Monongahela, March 19, 1863. 
MOnecCmeLy ) bacon. | Mentioned «<2. c)scecesiccesilse- = s<.cmclaer gee cee 350, 352, 493 
Montgomery, L. M. 
Memorandum of council of officers in Vicksburg as to capitulation ...--.. 330 
WretivOneMtere ey nan ay ares ces arias a asein eric a See eee isceeloe 115, 230, 267, 284, 294 
EOHTLOSe Ewe ie tlON CQ reece ces a a) sols eiaiae siete Savalas statins machete see ereae 369 
IGG y mui later MeMnONC Ove ci tc nameptcaa ss cnissicsie se se 2 ar ml mnie eyes ayaa 747,748 
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Moore, games: Mentioned... 2... 201-22. we cens cnn ne owe nee avons enn new = 489 
WEOOTe Onn. | Mentioned) .oc225 .o< das sscccn rp ensiy a bens: sent nace m ciara 698 
Moore, Join C. Mentioned.-......-... 200, 231, 232, 260, 271, 273, 275, 276, 293, 414, 504 
MIGOLEMONAtDAn Bl Menioued. 222. ce scene «2-02 sewn een one none iste 
MOUdIStAT me Men iONGd co. wcacansat sheaccs Soa ane 4's sizemnics eos Soeced Gece sss4= 686 
Morgan, INIGin GROIN GG pee etter mea ae oe a me ee he LAS ene ere 99 


*Became Battery F, 2d Artillery, in September, 1863. 
74th and 5th Cavalry consolidated, and designated 4th. 
{No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Morgan, John H. Mentioned .....-...----- ---2 -----+ eee e es rene cee es tee 465, 467 
Moro, Steamer. 
Capture of, Feb. 3, 1863. See Vicksburg, Miss. Passage of batteries at, by 
U. S. S. Queen of the West, Feb. 2, 1863. Reports of 


Ellet, Charles Rivers. Gardner, Franklin. Sibley, Henry H. 

Mentioned = bcice dune clases cso otic Ma see ey Ee Ne > wfatette la alt al tare ta pee ee enero rere 338, 339 
Morris; Thomas C: Mentioned ...-22 2222 2c mt. eee ane minwl- = 134, 136, 641 
Morrison, Jd. H.» Mentioned @: - a. 232. {i222 feeb setts aot ee eee 249, 266, 294, 346 

For correspondence as A. D. C., see John C. Pemberton. 

Morrow, Samuel P. Mentioned ...... 0.2.22. --- 226 ons ciee 2 eet ent rene oo eee 692 
Moscow, Tenn. 

Affair at, March 29, 1863. Report of Stephen A. Hurlbut..........------- 485 


Affairs near. 
F6b..951863.. Report of Seth C: Marl) sc. setts eee ae le eon 
Reb; 18,1863.) Reportof HrancisiM. Longe: satse ase sat reese 360 
Expedition to. See La Grange, Tenn. Lxpeditions from, to Moscow and 
Macon, Tenn., etc., March 28—April 3, 1863. 
Scout to La Fayette and. See La Fayette and Moscow, Tenn. Scout to, and 
skirmish, March 10-16, 1863. 
Skirmish near, March 16, 1863. See La Fayette and Moscow, Tenn. Scout to, 
and skirmish, March 10-16, 1863. Reports of 


Floyd, W. J. Herrick, Thomas P. 
Motley,-Adolohuss Mentioned isc. sce sessile sats lcteinete ss alates atest enemies 430 
Mott, George W. Mentioned............ Be ee ae tee eee 419 
BIOUNGICItY, UC SS NlentlOne@ seas. mee ses ess ene = seca 75, 82, 451, 517, 574 


Mount Pleasant, Miss. 

Expedition from La Grange, Tenn., to. See La Grange, Tenn. Expedition 
from, to Mount Pleasant and Lamar, Miss., Feb. 13-14, 1863. 

Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Early Grove and. See La Grange, Tenn. 
Scout from, to Larly Grove and Mount Pleasant, Miss., April 5-7, 
1863. 

Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Hudsonville, Lockhart’s Mills, Early Grove, 
and. See La Grange, Tenn. Scout from, etc., April 10-11, 1863. 


Mower, Joseph. A. “Mentioned 22-2 jose sans seta se eie ens see eee 89, 
92, 93, 96, 102, 163, 750, 753-755, 757, 759-762, 765, 768-770 
Mudaiobn' dnp WlenblOne diss. eta sae cote teice ore e ie ete ol ares 148, 152, 153, 156, 351 


Muddy Bayou, Miss. Expedition through. See Steele's Bayou Expedition, 
March 14-27, 1863. 


Mueller, Alexander. Mentioned. :.-.-..:..-2.--, BHR or Meu eas code io st 637 
Mullins Buford; Mentioned. ..:. srssasasc an isn ge cee testa aee ae oe 566 
Mumford) W>20.. Mentioned. ..5 22225 sess sote ns eater coe ee te eee 320 
Munitions of War. Supplies of,ete. Communications from 
BIO ueh Cod Ie Seppe ORD DEC HEC OBORCU GH band cotsoticn ake Siseoose Sapaene cross 296 
ISIROPIOR AS UA ina: emer m aen PAE Singer SEEM Mer AAA res AGH aya Saoee OB ciooenose 291 
Camma cl George aac aa tanc ase ls acin ote ace foe oe sme ete eae ee ee ee ee OT 
Care, JOSE ph Py. mas «Stato ol cists ccia’= Se auto eae cae COR eee ee 305, 314, 315 
DOW) Wi Crac's 225 doles sawaael «eds d hatte seee fase Vea ee Ree ae 296 


slats guajate stares Ste wieiet a cioatamies nia Cae tee enna eer th eae 278 
Johnston, Theodore .....-...--.-.........-.--- 291, 296, 297, 301, 303, 310-312, 314 
Meriwether; OW Wiiscrscc ss aaeese soc acs aa oe ene ee 296 
Pemberton, Jom Cueto sts talon eat see ea ea 289, 290, 297-318 
Stevenson, Carter Ty. ooo. /cs <i wuts sae ot ee Cee aes oe 289 
Wingate, Walt. S 
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Munitions of War. Supplies of, ete.—Continued. 

See also reports of McClernand, pp. 140, 151; Pemberton, pp. 252, 270, 271, 278, 
279, 207-292; Richardson, p.425; Steele, p.501; Gardner, p.543; 
Carr, p.615; Bingham, p. 687; Marquess, p.688. Also Halleck to 
Grant, pp.19, 22; Grant to Kelton, pp. 28, 39; Johnston to Pember- 
ton, p.40; Grant to Halleck, p.40; Johnston to Seddon, pp. 224, 225; 
Seddon to Johnston, p.229; Bowen to Pemberton, p. 660; Pemberton 
to Bowen, p. 660. 


Murdock, George G. Mentioned:...-....-......... Sabie ao ee ere eet 378 
OEY Oa Laima MenviONed cer tst aces. cecc ees aes e reece ccclce ees fas ceee 437 
PLETELY ULE CHICO esMONUMONCH ls ceece ta nacscdeccs cece cases ce cen scene 517 
Myers, Benjamin H. 

UCHLI OUMME Er aerecrcese niece ccton steic os ciate fae siat eiatic coe steae ese cee en 442, 443, 445 

‘Report of Steele’s Bayou Expedition, March 14-27, 1863..........2....---- 446 
SeavriCh wy OM. e MeNTONed saat tac scelste ccs teen ce Snes oe ecangee oe see bees 415, 417 
Nabers, Z. L. Correspondence with John C. Pemberton.............5.....-- 309 
Ret PlemAnitOu mm Mon tONCOe acess sacn cies oe lnc ahaa wan cos es cc > omec es eens 622, 626 
PEM CRU OLE MPN OM LONE mea ets enaus cle Saiele leases acts ac tins ows ss sae geese 557 
Navy, C.S. Co-operation with Army......---........... 361-370, 503, 504, 684, 686 
Navy Onsen Co-Operation with Arm yc. -2e.tesccsoces cece es econ es asee meen 58, 


63, 336-339, 341-345, 358, 469, 473-481, 486, 517, 518, 573-578, 657, 658, 700 
See also 
Jan. 30—July 4,1863. Vicksburg, Miss. Operations against. 
March 14-27, 1863. Sicele’s Bayou Expedition. 


cele iouLemant. “Mentloned {isos ceneic cc ice ce cutee soecas an eeecnelen eee 585 
Neff, RSLS LONCOeee Ways ae ot Se ecole sine 2 pat atenie Sena foetal eee 425 
Piet Gin Oper vOntlONet : 22326. ace siecle soe eee ccan se san cee Cesc mee ome 622 
Negroes. See Slaves and Slave Property. 

Belson nroratiosc. —-Menbtionedis. J. i.12 «ns ce ese se os pov oee Secasae ss 425, 482, 516 
roid Gren MON EIONOO sete sacs wet Basco msc ste net tise Cacecce nee e deseo 86 


New Albany, Miss. Skirmishes at, April 18-19, 1863. See Grierson’s Raid 
to Baton Rouge, La., April 17-May 2, 1863. Reports of 
Grierson, Benjamin H. : Hatch, Edward. 
New Carthage, La. 
Operations from Milliken’s Bend to, March 31-April 17, 1863. 


Communications from John A. McClernand .......-....--6+-2.2«--- 495, 496 
Reports of 
PS OMV.C MIke ROIS arcs ca tana serie elereie o's cla sinte sla Sate ccin sain a's amelorwis eres shake 497 
Osterhaus. LObeMid in} mies apa citcieioe che eels nie catalan Samer iene ate ee 489, 490 
Scarves pW albert Dieta nee Sees clei Ms, seisin irae ciple) ciate ors atop anne sate 496 


See also reports of Grant, pp. 26, 46; McClernand, p. 139. 
Skirmish near, ‘April 5, 1863. See report of haar p. 492. 


Newell, Cicero. Mentioned.. SHIGE Bee Beem nesei ie Ste . 356-359 

New Orleans and Jackson Ranroad: Peat on ihe. near Crystal cone 
Miss., May 11, 1863. Report of Clark Wright ..-...-.--....---- 701 

GRA OMI Oc Esse (NLETOLOR CC mite o cajarsnieininle = cleo cle nis sie'= = celeste see a teidnatee mise 356, 358, 359 


Newton Station, Miss. Capture of, April 24, 1863. See Grierson’s Raid 
to Baton Rouge, La., April 17-May 2, 1863. Reports of 


Adams, John. Grierson, Benjamin H. 
_ Nina Sims, Steamer. Mentioned.............---..-- Tdcdaee Ss ERAGE ORES 291 
Matic @iteniy thn Mentioned. .2 = 22.105 5s este o2!s oe Sete nie - aan ee et sene sass 393 


Nonconnah Creek, near Memphis, Tenn. Skirmish on, April 4, 1863. 
GCommuuscatior irom John OC Pemberton, 5.2.2 «6-0 eaociitessleese ere 512 
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Page. 
Nonconnah Creek, near Memphis, Tenn. Skirmish on, April 4, 1863—Cont’d. 
Reports of 
Chalmers, James R.-.. .22 20. 022222 ence e deen ne eon ens meee a ecene are ce- 512 
Hurlbut, Stophenvarsrc see se). eve slee smite nem ae olels > ini etara \oterie leer 512 
Norris, D. BH. Mentioned .-...----. 2-22. 222 e0e eee nee eee cone vere eens ones 318 
Norris; William, Mentioned re - 25. a2ce- ceeinee «bine eee iterate 236 
North Carolina. Military departments embracing........----.----------- 213, 235 
Northern Mississippi. See Mississippi, Northern. 
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Mentione disci cyte of-eeancate em ciaaaeeeeele eee 33, 198, 206, 217, 218, 231,232,241, 


251, 252, 256, 257, 260-266, 269, 271, 273-276, 279, 281, 283, 289, 293, 299, 302, 
303, 312, 318-320, 322, 325, 328, 330, 331, 364, 504, 533, 538, 656, 657, 668, 683 
Reports of 


Champion’s Hill, Miss. Battle of, May 16, 1863 . PAE EMMAL REE Sco.) 5) 
Grand Gulf, Wins. Bombardment and passage of Darteics April 29, 
TSG3 ck teed deere Se SL Oe, Sela Oe aE eee ae eee a 574, 575 


Greenville, Black Bayou, and Deer Creek, Miss. Expedition to, April 
rl AT ASG sectelcesecicis 2 cichs ts PHO 2 RBOS 


Indianola, U.S. S, antic of, Feb. ‘24, 1863 AMSA RES Sn Soi c ~ 369 
Steele’s Bayon Expedition, March 14-27, 1863 ....-.--....-..-...--.-. 455 
Vicksburg, Miss. 

Assault on, May t22,,;1863eo.0252 s22 05. cen certe ee oe aoe eee 275 


Passage of batteries at, by gunboats and transports, April 16, 1863. 518 
Passage of batteries at, by U. 8. S. Switzerland, March 25, 1863... 480 


Stevenson.John. Mentioned «3. 2.5.c22.i ce cocde eset eee eee me es 
Stevenson, John D. 
Menton edex .2< ai =< << c= sconeieioae Seo aee te ieee) eter eee 87, 145, 185, 


585, 614, 634, 635, 637-650, 654, 655, 683, 706, 712, 719, 720, 728, 724, 775, 782 
Reports of 


Port Gibson, Miss. Battlelof May, 1, 1863 7.22 soe cee sere ee 651 
Raymond, Miss, Engagement at, May 12, 1863, including operations 
May 4-July 4c. 5 sceies tet oecincneee See ee te noe ee 715 
Stewart, C. M. 
Correspondence with Robert V. Richardson .....--. odie Sees ee 550 
Mentioned? ci2s< ess 2 2 5ccsisisiaw a= Seo) sa cinta aaa ae cee ee ee 550 
Stewart, Pe M...Mentioned?.-—.- 0. Stato ee ae seein Oe en ee eee 332 


Stewart, Joseph. Mentioned 
Stibbs, Johny M. Mentioneds-- 235.6. esc cce cece ce ee eee eee 770 
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EstAGelnrecialt. s MOTMIONOMt ae nome sons 5 celeee oobaigeles One cbs Uettueke pues 140, 146, 493 
Stickney, GUE TSE TEV SOT a a ce fe 136 
Baciliman nC eoree usm Men HOued: fc sao -isrelcen see cctsccsonSioud voscmuelal 571-573 
SSEMISORMVAVLOUVITN) | NM CMUION OM cine waincic oc sos So ewsd aicelon amiccibhemioukinnee woete tan 489 
Ran Ly 7 OM tee CO BIOUCC HS ares aie cid a gif ssi actawte o cael ees yee ee emake 341 
Ree RIALTO ES mE EMOLOTEC scat tng Soh ciara ds win cickhnaterere ad ciate a ee 417 
PRREDIRE EME NOI ULON Ele crc foo a ute icie 2 aha wea sw cue ntcersias sche bead eee ee 332 
ReGen eg Chm PMUCTALON OCU afer KS AS SSE NS lee alaisuelet Deeb ee ee cee 563 
mtockton, fF hilip. Mentioned <2. cc. ssccce..s Bsc Gott eetein mea rie eke te ha eR 194 
eQcmponmrucnard),  Mentionedms Secu ud setreotae vases 20224 Wa geen iad oe 369 
Este aacer Alberts MentlOnGGr tn fons sess adewades seks sete es cn aeeeee Sen <2 727 
PeRCOCOL Veet re Cem MENLUZONOM ist ng imcin assed sae bide. sd aencips Sate ore ok oe PNEE wee eos 669 
Stolbrand, Charles J. 1 GRE | AO eae mene eee er “644, 648-650, 652, 653 
Stone, William M. 
Correspondence with: John A. McClernand ... 2.12226 sere. sone Shee erence 177 
iNMpmitLONedr sts Als eassss ict iteustss fucusles 143, 144, 156, 182, 584, 615, 619-621 
Report of battle of Port Gibson, Miss., May 1, 1863 ......--..-.-.-.-..... 628 
Street, solomomG. “Mentioned ...5 20 st-cseeseet esses ook -- 334, 340, 349, 471, 472 
Streight, Abel D. Mentioned...--. pode gancenoop D. PaOO SeOREE Gngh aaaeu oobdec 521 
PeLLOLe wetopetes | NLOMtLON eds 2) 5 Fa eaiaers Sat a oesveet et ok Aeee ee be ae 620, 622 
Strong, Joseph G. Report of battle of Port Gibson, Miss., May 1, 1863....-. 614 
miLoue avy lla bis Mentioned « o..< -staetaness wise t-te cdc meee Meee - een eer 641 
Stuart, David. 
MFomimOne tics wai. 2cats tact be eccs Sees denen 69, 432, 433, 436, 437, 442, 450, 454, 457 
Report of Steele’s Bayou Expedition, March 14-27, 1863 ......-...-----.-- 437 


Sturgess, George, Steamer. See George Sturgess, Steamer. 
Erurecess Obert HH. “Mentioned 2t2: .... [oe Seeesoe cio ke Soe ed acicss 653, 716-719 
Subsistence Department, C.S.A. Correspondence with John C, Pemberton. 314 
Subsistence Stores. Suppliesof. See Munitions of IVar. 
PRiniralier Ar Lie OV LOMtI OM Odette: 2 5\2 simi gletols aides ielemtans une Ris. bets eee eee: 318 
Rlinwor ise CNG me MENtIONGG 2: 22). .\2<0 sia, Harel. sfteat e-\oeueiales ab awcid Bee OOM 


mualivan,, Jeremiah :C.. Mentioned 2.22 oie. ccisie oc ol 2 ceninicie os = aoe ide 1 OE, Von aoe 


SMM OOULA oleamer.. Mentioned: \Sesssaceiseas wise an laces ass ieey pone 451 
Siperor creamer...) Mentioned <-y.9=.~ a-0 ea tete anes asteeaskeice= tee nacien |e AUD 
SUL Oumer ee LOn LION CMY.) ma Ue. ciewise tle ~es cherie Bien ie Sires, zh ts ate tebe rare 316 
For correspondence as re A.G., see Richard Taylor. 

Spero ebi-aVV me MLENbION CU) crcl oa ae seeinee nae ona lea ae aaah ine atte ise 350, 352, 354 
Swallow, Steamer. Mentioned...-......... SRR Dadar t. obs BAe eee Sew cares 453 
PNAS LNe OT Da MLC blOTCM snere cena cineae <= 2 es < Se maaislen leans setaeeete ie [505 400 
SERS, SUE UGTA IE) CSsn Aone so Sentero CURSO dE SoH Not arccacran Saco rare 467 
PErcanoyad Oli Mmm Mem iONGd ec. ecto niet ec nie cic is He neie seinera aise trees 667, 673 
(Synch: sein Sie ihe MGC een oesecceen. seca n oaaodd Her Gaccme odas ce 559 
Switzerland, U.8.5S. 

MUN OMCOeseiee aees = ee Seals aleins fieene iim ma ants shel st-ia"« aint tae 23, 67, 68, 473-479, 486 


Passage of Vicksburg batteries by. See Vicksburg, Miss. Passage a bat- 
leries at, by U. S. S. Switzerland, Mareh 20, 1063. 


SEG aCODnmm Vem blONeC arr aptee Se ciete saan claimants cle braia)min.eeielamielargepaeates si 631 
Mareatt Grantham I. Mentioned<-2 2-22.25. 2 .-<- 2 See tees eee = ese cone =) LOT 
ialaaterro,avViliam by. Mentioned .-.- jtos2cs6 sce. coos woes ones ececenenne 190, 192 
Pati Opp tai. Mentioned ..-- 2-0. nssceie be em aps lend- Senin) ante iw majo manna 3638 
Mappan, J..C.. Mentioned -. .-- 0-2-0. 225. oe new e one wen nee een ine nie 116, 117 
Watum, David, Steamer. Mentioned...--.2----..---2- 1-5. 5----22-+2 20% 445, 446 
Taylor, Mr. Mentioned. .... .--------- +--+ -- oe ee eee eee ee ene eee cee eee 344 
Taylor, J. C. Mentioned ....--..---.----- +--+ + e200 eens ee eee ee eee eee ees 294 


For correspondence as A. D. C., see John C. Pemberton, 


860 fine INDEX. 


Page. 
TaylotwdeWier Mentioned... teste cemccte nissan st aatele eeteaialatelelate poeteene 739, 748 
Taylor, Richard. 
Congratulatory orders. 52.26 cis se acinlscciee are <elee olale eietalate = alate mttaer 362 
Correspondence with 
Johnston, Joseph E .-..-. tod SeVicewless eee tare eee ae os oe Meas arate 229 
Pemberton, J obs Ors ae )tve.-'ats tel elsl oa slaer ato inrein lave yee Te er eet eta 252, 300 
Mention edits eo ais ce ciete cri Sh ateietenewete clo Stele res Pere eee e eee ete aaa 33, 105, 107, 
110; 117, 199, 200, 228, 229, 231, 243, 244, 252, 280, 286, 291, 345, 346, 369, 696 
Reports of 
Indianola, U.S. S. Caphics Of; Fel, (24, 1S68Rss5 ede oe eee 361, 362 
Operations on the Red, Atchafalaya, and Black Rivers, La., Feb. 10-14, 
TBGB% sa scsh caeutecwa tones seems ate grec cree cet teste teceee cree 345 
Taylor, Thomas Hs Mentioned sos2c8. 8s de ns ee eee brane 209, 293, 294 
TD Hine, steamer. 'Menbioned t:< 22 sc2- Loe cca esis’ a2 cutee tenets 291, 308, 307, 308 
Tennessee. Military departments embracing...-....---..--.-------- See 213, 235 
Tennessee, Army of the. (Union.) Organization, strength, etc., June Ne 
USGS set esc: atp as arate loers S islec) eteecne Saree ae Die ata arch were eee ae ana 138 
Tennessee, Department of. (Confederate.) 
Department of East Tennessee merged into...-..2.22..ecces <2 25 e-e =e 232, 230 
Johnston, Joseph E., relieved from command of......-.-..----- ----+ssescee 232 
Limits definedjand extended 2.52 sti. eae ees » oe ce tale = een eee oer 235 
Tennessee, Department of the. (Union.) 
McClernand, John A., relieved from command of 13th Corps..-..--.---. 103, 164 
Ord, E. O. C., assigned to command of 13th Corps.....--.-5--25 +02 sesee= 164 


Orders, General, series 1863: No. 13, 11; No. 32, 35. Corps: 13th (14th 
Division, Carr), No. 32, 620; No. 72 (McClernand), 159. 
Orders, General Field, series 1863: No. —, May 21, 171. 
Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 164, 103, 164. 
Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 
Artillery, Heavy—Regiments: 1st, 569. 
Cavalry—Battalions : 9th, 527, 539-542, 545. Regiments: Barteau’s, 530, 533- 
536, 692-694 ; Jackson's, 562, 563; Neely’s, 498; Richardson’s, 333, 360, 
425-428, 483-485, 498, 500, 501; Stewart’s, 333, 335. 
Infantry—Battalions: Ist, 737-739,746. Regiments: 3d, 737-741, 747, 748; 
LOth, 737-745, 748, 782; 30th, 737-745, 748; 31st, 362, 368; 41st, 737-739, 
742, 743, 745; SOth, 737-739, 741, 743-746, 748; GOth, 596. 
Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 
Cavalry—Regiments: 6th,* 331, 332, 471, 498; 7th,t 357, 488, 579. 
Tensas and Madison Parishes, La. Portionsof. Sketch.................. 188 
Texasvoteamen. Mentioned er. cose eee sce coe ae ho ae nee ye sere eee aa 291, 304 
Texas Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Battalions: Burnet’s (Sharpshooters), 362, 368. Regiments: 2d, 
276, 381, 389; 7th, 715, 737-741, 747, 748. 
Miscellaneous—Waul’s Legion, 253, 271, 273, 275, 276, 320, 389, 416, 502, 514, 


562, 563. 
Thomas; Captain. Mentioned. 22 ii ccgsicees ot cues Sain ee 564 
Thomas, De Witt C. 

UIST COR ha aie Bie a por ee SOS oe Sa aben Ge eecoasad Stam aelaS ow ects sade 763, 764 
Report of engagement at Jackson, Miss., May 14, 1863, including operations 
IMaN SIAC Seem ce hematin cs sales Yee e eae eee eee 764 


Thomas, Lorenzo. 


INentioned ssc. cscs cnc sosaa estes ee pees 31, 74, 73, 81, 82,2 , 504, 505, & 512, 515 


is Called also 1st West Monnens Cavalry. peated ae 2d West "Tene ssee er alee 
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Thomas, Lorenzo—Continued. 
Reports of 
Vicksburg, Miss. Passage of batteries at, by gunboats and transports, 
TAVOV STI LING), ANCL Aoki es eRe SIRE IEP EE aE oe emir ae aH aa 517 
Vicksburg and Warrenton batteries. Passage of, by transports, April 
LOO S rrmmner settee eat Bae erate Se ieee: Une) ee es ele, ol 564 
For correspondence, etc., sce Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A. 
BR EeateE tes rae VE em VOT LON OM cere acute toy. one lsah ash «Suc sales vic ae aeine scans 364 
SEP ISCHI si Fier Lt me VLONUIONE( ase viele tcaieiniaarenn.e $ cae w cies adele cle cbbisecmaenens 738, 786 
Pic SOl JaACOO ee NTENt ONG Sec -- -eickine d= Se gud oa cla sees uee Gaclioe 200, 231, 293 
For correspondence as Inspector-General, see John C. Pemberton. 
or psGiesdimes Dy Mentioned: = soc, se sis 2 25 se Sloe oe inc aie seen eee 342, 343 
REP NOM dV er ie NLON DONEC: 225 48 cjnac on w aan coo hs awn acass «a cmecieeeeaee 689 
= MrompschyGhubial=P, Mentioned !.:a2s2éict de scone Soke see ee 695, 697 
_ Thompson's Hill, Miss. Battle of. See Port Gibson, Miss. Battle of, May 
a 1, 1863. 
merhormton Joseph Ho: | Mentioned <..2. 22) 2. elaccekeceeesesecees peace Leet 571 
SUSE PEC ova lGuVvvic OMEN tIONEG.. 22)! Soles eat cieciai= 2 onlareccinceieecces ueactscueeeee 425 
' Tigress, Steamer. 
List of volunteer officers es COW Olas neyaiterinee se a tae Seo OOO 
WECINGLOTIG URI. Hacic's ce a cice acces siniesieoamacns aoe 31, 47, 77, 79, 564-567, 569 
- Tilghman, Lloyd. 
BV MMO Ne ienapers Staaten aM Gale - Linc! wisica ba sisye oie woeyeeee Serie ee 6, 58, 151, 218, 251, 
254, 257, 258, 260-262, 264, 265, 324, 326, 379, 381, 412, 417, 655-657, 666, 669 
Report of Grierson’s Raid to Baton Rouge, La., i 17—May 2, 1863...... 553 
PMG ULSOL  tsOVESVV 3) LCN DION CO. eee a catia ce clnoarst niacin eSueaesicssesener ELOUS 
ME OCS ATOM HEMVEN TL ONCA coc ject stewie bine a ss/ecisllen eatin «elsisai a clslelcincieare 637 
Beer GLO ele SCT UlOU CK tre aes -eneiisn ae iain se Sinienctiele Sie seers Oe elec 382 
SRC ee) eee LONI O MOC pasta cps ore mini = leer aie ferns steele ata lore ait v etaahe winlmia a6 a'ael Cree 566 
_ Torpedoes, etc. Communication from War Department, C.S ...-....-.-- 220 
Petourtellotte, conn: f: Mentioned 2.22... asus cae + sheres soce case es cewnsie 733, 749 
RP ese rteett Mentioned 6200. oe. ec aoe een nne erta sameness om eddints 649 
Beowdrisend Captain. Mentioned: << - 25656202 mjececr cecil enpiovenins weinis wai qe 95 
SIMI cok Sh. ee NOTIBION OD) 2 8 acinoia no s'n w opid sm edin seid «ante d~ shesianlnaseye 748 
Meme OC Natles El.) Mentioned 202). i- eae os cee een cena jdndg oe cieceeeeeege 600 
Mme Award...” Mentioned 22 2. ss cee tee ce isda e sae n ntlomemecietaer 6, 
58, 257, 258, 658, 659, 661, 663, 664, 666-668, 670-673, 678-680 
BE PROT GE COLE CIV a MEN tION CO 2 atte fe aes, caele miele aioiniet lw = aioe a =pesiaecieny 526 
Transportation. (Railroad and Water.) Communications from 
ae, JOE 1 oning oSanecece Dacor aor MoE UteaRe Sone pOdeaoon Srlebnce eon of 305 
OL OS OT UGRO NLDA SS hase Bb GGH OSES a OSHC 685 SeOCDES PSone Secs aeec arcs 208, 235 
DOMNS TON MCOMOLE ca. aicecsis- arco ssciveiele sis BRE Coat garg Aer SS 310-312 
Pemberton, John © .-..-...---..--- 202 eee eee cence teenie eee ee eee 298, 302-315 
War Department, Go fs) go cdiécieb be opbeacimesce 2 Seine eeeioere 232 
_ See also reports of Pember ee pp. 253, 290 ‘Spann p. 521; Eat Pherean p- 633; 
Es Bingham, p. 687. 
_ Traphagen, IPahern came LON UlONEG! = sce tec ciein.s lt sae cmiss Sieretsioe Sistbeiepere nace are’ 425 
Tee igre: IMEC Bee cooen ee eactacos Gecece US 2coeaec Reap ane: enon 67 
CRSSTOG), LEWES RUG RIO) ICC lene Gide once Bae Ses OSeCod EUBOMCEOHEE ase SO nemC i epecrs 369 
MERE te tot eMC OTIC 5 oe onc nen nn Gocens an ceanctaasucetes 291, 301, 305 


_ Trenton, Tenn. 
Expedition from Jackson to, March 16-18, 1863, Report of Daniel H. Brush. 468 


t . Skirmish at, April 19,1863. Report of John K. Mizner...........--....-.- 564 
| Tresilian, Stewart R. Mentioned....-...-.---+++- ptesyeriocakee 33, 87, 130, 635, 643 
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Tubbs. Alonzo. Mentioned -.--.... 1020 cece oon cecmsccceses seeesvicessesinn 747 
Tubbs, Francis M. Mentioned...--.. ..---- .e---+ see w ee cee ne eee ee eee eee 714 
Tucker, J. H., Steamer. Mentioned .....-...----..----- ---- +--+ eeeeee eee eee 304 
‘Tunica, Francis. 
Mentioned jsccus is ees wih ee sole sai se bates lo pietens nie te stort eto iets ete see arane 130, 188, 571 
Report of operations against Vicksburg, Miss., April 17-May 24, 1863....--. 186 
Tupelo, Miss. Action at King’s Creek, near. See King’s Creek, near Tupelo, 
Miss. Action at, May 5, 1863. ; 
Tupper, H.C. Mentioned..-........----. ------ -- 2-20 eee ce cee ce cece cee 294 
For correspondence as A. D. C., see John C. Pemberton. 
Turmer, A.B: Mentioned icsss treme cle toch ewwiee osm clei cle alee steele am sleet Vickie 0S 
Turner, James J. 
Merit tome decreyelets is eters soars. tn oi tele a le a ayaroye euros rete te mt are rereetebetateta tea ate telat anette 738 
Report of engagement at Raymond, Miss., May 12, 1863 .........--..---.-- 740 
LUSCUMOIA quay os mop Melb ONG Grere weak eae ena ate ats enema as 58, 63, 75-77, 82, 517, 518 
LUGhih, pDORMeab, e MeMGlONOdcecisteciaem oes cise elee< nie ola siete aie ie a ele totetny eae ie tote 343 
Tuttle, James M. 
Mentioned. -2e sc ssccwic os 83, 85, 175, 576, 577, 749, 750, 752-757, 761, 762, 767, 770 
Report of engagement at Jackson, Miss., May 14, 1863, including operations 
May 22220. 5 occ a= Shes bc ce ae SESE SER SoD oper s stone = area 758 
Tweeddale, William. Mentioned .-...........- fa Sova’ Meret are Soe ORES 74, 121, 124, 125 
Tyler Uisss., Mentioned) 25-ce sae. ait aiwessreaee lucelskan veceas soos teen 576, 752 
yer wasomrs.. “Mentioned: scc5.2 sccce: ct a nic: lw. aeis oleae als wevie Ore ee ears eras 622 
Ulffers, Herman A. 
Correspondence with) Jamesso Wilsous.. <s-c- <r ooee a setee se ieee 126 
MOTION CM To sai Secin aire orercine ns sfeteicle Rearalbe ls Ereeic we ne CR Ie CS ae Nee ee reer 16, 130 
Union Church, Miss. Skirmish at, April 28, 1863. See Grierson’s Raid to Baton 
Liouge, La., April 17-May 2, 1863. Reports of 
Cleveland, S. B. Grierson, Benjamin H. 
See also report of Femberton, p. 255. 
Union Troops. 
Casualties. Returns of. 
Baldwin’s Ferry, Miss. Skirmish at, May 13, 1863 ..-..........--..... 158 
Big Black River Bridge, Miss. Engagement at, May 17, 1863-..-.-.. 6, 59, 158 
Champion’s Hill, Miss. Battle of, May 16, 1863 --.. 6,59, 151, 158, 650, 724, 731 
Fourteen-Mile Creek, Miss. Skirmish at, May 12,1863 ............. 6, 59, 158 . 
Hankinson’s Ferry, Big Black River, Miss. Skirmish at, May 3,1863 .. 724 
Jackson, Miss. Engagement at, May 14, 1863...--. 6, 59, 724, 730, 749-751, 770 
Port Gibson, Miss. Battle of, May 1, 1863 .......-..... 6, 59, 158, 582-525, 649 
Raymond, Miss. Engagement at, May 12, 1863. ........ 6, 59, 650, 705, 706, 724 
Vicksburg, Miss. Siege of, May 19-July 4,.1863....... 6, 59, 156, 158, 733, 770 
Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments : 1st, 138, 155, 178, 179, 584; 13th, 435, 439, 440, 441, ’ 
446, 755, 756. 


For Volunteers, see respective States. 
Organization, strength, etc., of Army of the Tennessee. (Portion of 13th 
ATIVAC ONPS) isu sles te te ama cic wee toe eens eee ae ee 138 
Utica, Miss. Skirmishes at and near, May 9-10, 1863. See Port Gibson, Miss. 
Battle of, May 1, 1863. Report of McPherson, p. 633. 


Witt, Dewi. -; Mentioned: osc 32 Sn ae on sone ee ee eee 429 
Van Andansaluc Gre Mentionedis: ase sens te one) ete ee eee 619, 622, 628, 631 
Vance; Joliniby Mentioned a5, 4502 tee. ge selon Wnten ee ore 438 


' Vance, J. W. Mentioned 
Vancil, P. Mentioned. 


w\vens ese tees seewe eeevecerrer: neescnvy sce sececerecs. OOD 
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Van Dorn, Earl. 

Meuenrorgannomncedn sews stee iss sate cee wate Olesen cee ncoee ts eae 214 

IMemGON eee recone oce so ucce'ee sass 27, 69, 190, 210, 214, 247, 255, 288, 334, 359, 489 
BRE CON DAMES NVVicet VONDIONO cco acs ce ewes somes agus coe noose eeee ees 728,771 
PRCT ATEC ty ere IVE yy) MONIGIONOUW fee alas chuleiae x osicie dus scl satura one ds ate seats 747, 748 
Vaughn, John C. Mentioned ..........4...... 200, 231, 232, 251, 261, 266-268, 293, 326 
MGR LCInMUeIILed Cam WC GIONeM, :2- cece saccce testes chve caceeccsicen soodst aed 521 
Maia Vi eneMmes- Lys MEIMONOUS:s cock coc cbr eon cece ce dees neers sibs somes 569, 641 


Vicksburg, Miss. 
Assaults on. 
May 19, 1863. Communications from John C. Pemberton ....-...... 193,274 
See also Jackson, Miss. Engagement at, May 14,1863. Reports of 
Buckland, Ralph P. Sherman, William T. 
Also Port Gibson, Miss. Battle of, May 1, 1°63. Report of 
Buebler, Theodore E. 
Also Raymond, Miss. Engagement at, May 12, 1863. Report of 
Stevenson, John D. 


See also,reports of Halleck, p. 6; Grant, p. 54; Dana, p.86; McClernand, 
p. 153; Tunica, p. 189. Also Sherman to Rawlins, p. 162. Also 
Part II. . 
May 22, 1863. 
Communications from 


ALRerlOn, AOSOp sas ses ewisicee cess cecc ss secs viceuicma ween ueeL79 
BLOUIL SA As ean cne sec came ciciis silee ace waren ees Vaciclseiaetiees 181 
Graham oHanveysen-- scr. soe scrscices secscceeie ats cca eyes LTO 
Cop WEIS) S330 eaeeed. ucbted de crianudes oadescorc. 37, 154, 171-173, 277 
RATA NVI Tye) cites © cieinieiersicisls\sieatediste ooleiejeiclat@ ne) semioysieie ate 177 
I arHOL MVE CUAG] Ke ee aree acca ie oie stars oid w cep) clavate cispiem eietca/siarere oes 177 
Mc Clermandy JOUN Asse ate accor sas. ose nis..clsie 56, 168, 169, 172, 173, 176 
BVieUs OTe hiephd mane mah aw Sreersinec/sivie(nia/siciah aicieein sini = acco s cieeuener eae 180 
Pempertony Jou Crsss cvs svecccclte ssc oes ae ene er iss 276 
Iter Jeg 6 Lo aoe SEE aane Heeeads Seep lcns See cpeecueseon nies: 179 
SMG. WVGER NY iS esds Boecc6Gd node DEST Unabob cad mol sEbo sHoodS 177 
WVATTOUN, EEL Ny! © mace coe siqeis) soe tiesisegeaste J tciass avis couse sale 180 
Reports of 
PETER aIGHvOS 8 (ea ce eine Sapa Coe He bode be DE ctpere. 6 Gace 275 
Granted: See es sa aetrs me seem ec am acceeonis. he aae 170, 173, 175, 182, 185 
SST eval \yeu dst: pawl Yee eR Aaron Con doctideedienema cudaroccce. = Jl) 
Se iiheduRyuyitil De eee he ae er eee Aer Cen mere ee Ne Beries5 276 
SEM CNSOM nt CrUEU OEM 1 meislels oitencie ele siete elseta oie nee stan is el tcere eee ales 275 
See also Jackson, Miss. Engagement at, May 22,1863. Reports of 
Alexander, Jesse I. Hillis, David B. Sherman, William T. 
Buckland, Ralph P. Holmes, Samuel A. Tuttle, James M. 
Deimling, Francis C. Hubbard, Lucius F. 
Also Port Gibson, Miss. Battle of, May 1,1863. Reports of 
Buebler, Theodore E. Carr, Eugene A. 
Also Raymond, Miss. Engagement at, May 12,1863. Meports of 
Campbell, Franklin. Sanborn, John B. Stevenson, John D. 
Davis, William P. Smith, John E. 


See also reports of Halleck, p.6; Grant, p. 55; Dana, p. 86; McCler- 
nand, p. 151; Tunica, p. 189; Pemberton, p. 275. Also Grant to 
Halleck, p. 37; McPherson to Grant, p. 163; McClernand to Stanton, 
p-166; McClernand to Halleck, p. 169, Also Part II. 
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Vicksburg, Miss.—Continued. 

Attempt of tug Sturgess to pass batteries at, May 4, 1863. Reports of 
Boreham udsonD)eceree cae = nee ceweed aeincese cnemes cncnes eee eeine 687 | 
Marquess, James ...-.. 2-2 sccees cncnee ssn en sencins cress copes ionin=sc 688 | 

See also report of Pemberton, p. 259. 

Condition, etc., of troops in. Communications from | 
Bowen, John S..26.c-2. gcse cnc « clee viele = ale sons aemvinsicn ee cel aneisicie = 282 | 
Forney, John Hie. 2. 2-2 < <ceccelsnicwies a0 <2) = motneielerria intestate tetetats 282 
Sree CNH hie Dp SEE Ree MAS Seaamar espouse Gam comme odeedan cbocer 282 
Stevenson, Oar tery aps ae seats ae Sree te ote ofa ate al ote ale eet eter 281 

Grant, U. S., assumes command of expedition against..-.-. ..-..--------- 11 | 

Operations against, Jan. 30-July 4, 1863. : 
Casualties. Returns of. 

Contederate: troops cise «re saeme tele ales ats oleic eerie ne seta sheet eae nero 320 
(Winionttloopspereeicse nce scm cure see tame 6, 59, 156, 158, 733, 770 
Communications from cas ) 
IAT MV aRleUG OUALLEES ote icicine eselsloetae steels 9, 10, 12, 17, 19, 22, 25, 27, 36, 63 
BOM end) NN Se ses Sneed capa goon sethesen oibdacnatoaa Seeds Says 256 
D3} efeh a) ee NON Ror ee OemOoN. CO ACO GnOnCS dao Or ASST Moo ISmCiaoa HOSSO0 192 
Davis, Jefferson ..... Satigaels once Sebi uaseke Woe eects ” 190- 196, 198, 216 
Deitzler George W cocven bacww es oes doce os eae eee ene 15 
Dati Wr, Lae. oa tawccs, soe Boers Sose dls mcle ole Saan she Sara ete er eee 15 
Eres Wipiteicen owetcnocagenondmcsc 10, 11, 13, 14, 17-19, 23-25, 29-32, 35, 102 
Henderson, “Thomas «220 ..cis a. ee cee = eee eee Serena ee eee 225 
Hurlbut; Stephens Assets ss stncton es sme eects = sisi ets ee eataeeiee eee 86 
Johnston; Joseph Mio. ces n veces vic = eaiseeee eee eee eee 190- 

197, 214-216, 225, 228, 239-241, 247, 261, 263, 270, 272 
MeClernand,, JonneA ya. scons access see 12, 13, 103, 157, 165, 166, 168 
Maury, (Dabney El cic cise ssa sieiais ee me A soe tata sone ee eee eae 234 , 
Pemberton, John C...-........-.. 239-242, 251-253, 256-262, 322, 324, 325 
Porter sD avatar = sve actos eters oe scsiclers - atet ano eer tao ee eee «-. 307, 344 
ROO. UN Moo ls ne nck ke Coders ines dae Seteest Deae ee 131 
Ulffers, Herman A .....-.. 2B BOOB AEOG DOES OOH UAE IO osboo See 126 
WilSOny AMCs th dsae Soc esse sce ose steas cdelo nein eee cetera 126, 132 
WrareDepariments C2 Si s6 os iscciscre Sas be niae-teeiae eee ee eee 321 
Wan Department; Us Srecs acces. oayecies cebe aceciieie = 12, 67, 75, 84, 93, 169 


Congratulatory orders: —McClermand y.- nec + oe noeace seine ciate eae eam 
Communications in regard to, from 


Grants JUS sashes taco Sects oa oan oe a come ae os ciel ees eee eee 158, 159 
MeClernand): JonneAc..6 cscms~ cass once as eee eee oe eee 161, 162 
MePbhersons Jamesb. asco sae oes ool eee eee eee 163 
Sherman. William, Is ns. oes ee. eee ee eee 162 
Co-operation of U. S. Navy mea ATI) ose cta a's ero wane a faras ote a See eee 5. 


TALON 2s o aie 74-76, 79, 81, 90, 93, 96, 105, 141, 256 
Reports of (including operations under dates noted) 


Dana Charles A aos. o seco eee esee 63-76, 78-81, 83-102, 104-114 
Grant, Ui; Stn ose anche en cs cen selsnenc's sense 6, 8, 44, 170, 173, 175, 182, 185 
Howard sO cran He eA pris — Jia yee see cease eee 130, 133 
MeClermand,Jobn As eMarcli3s0-—3 mney, cee sae ee cree ae 137 
Prime, Frederick E. Jan. 30-May 4...-..-...-......- 117, 119-125 
Tunica, Francis. April 17-May 24.........-.- centels cate aie 186 
Walson, James EWA pri) 24—Mavy ol eae. setae ree Sete e eae 126 
Sketches. 


Portions of Madison and Tensas Parishes, La .........---.-.----- 188 
Signal Corps operations ....,. ce tn velceslye vin vie erst oO 
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Vicksburg, Miss.—Continued. 
See also 
Feb. 


2- 3, 1863. 
10-14, 1863. 
14-26, 1863. 


19, 1863. 
24, 1863. 


INDEX. 


Vicksburg and Warrenton batteries, etc. Passage 
of the. 

Red, Atchafalaya, and Black Rivers, La., ete. 
Operations on the. 

Greenvilie, Miss., and Cypress Bend, Ark. Ex- 
pedition to, etc. 

Yazoo Pass, Miss. Skirmish near. 

Indianola. Capture of U. 8. 8. 


24-April 8, 1863. Yazoo Pass Expedition. 


March 14-27, 1863. 


19, 1863. 

25, 1863. 

31, 1863. 

April 2-14, 1863, 
4, 1863. 

5, 1863. 

6, 1863. 

7, 1863. 

8, 1863. 
15, 1663. 


16, 1863. 


Sleele’s Bayou Expedition. 

Grand Gulf batteries. Passage of the. 

Vicksburg batteries. Passage of the. 

Grand Gulf, Miss. Engagement at. 

Richmond, La. Skirmish at. 

Greenville, Black Bayou, and Deer Creek, Miss. 
Expedition to. 

Richmond, La. Skirmish at. 

New Carthage, La. Skirmish at. 


James’ plantation, near New Carthage, La. Skir- 
mish at. 
Dunbar’s plantation, Bayow Vidal, La. Skir- 


mish near. 

James’ plantation, near New Carthage, La. Skir- 
mish at. 

Dunbar’s plantation, Bayou Vidal, La. Skirmish 
near. 

Vicksburg batteries. Passage of, by gunboats 
and transports. 


17-May 2, 1863. Grierson’s Raid to. Baton Rouge, La. 


22, 1863. 


25-29, 1863. 
29, 1863. 


May 1, 1863. 
2, 1863. 
4, 1863. 


5, 1863. 
10, 1863. 


11, 1863. 
11-15, 1863. 
12, 1863. 
14, 1863. 


16, 1863. 
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Vicksburg and Warrenton batteries. Passage of, 
by trar®ports. 

Hard Times Landing, La. Expedition to, ete. 

Grand Gulf, Miss. Bombardment of, and pas- 
sage of the batteries. 


Port Gibson, or Thompson’s Hill, Miss. Bat- 
tle of. 

South Fork of Bayou Pierre, Miss. Skirmish on 
the. 


Vicksburg batteries. Attempt of tug George Stur- 
gess to pass the. 

King’s Creek, near Tupelo, Miss. Action at. 

Caledonia and Pin Hook, La Skirmishes at. 

Fort Beauregard, La. Altack on. 

New Orleans and Jackson Railroad, near Crystal 
Springs, Miss. Raid on the. 

Expedition from La Grange, Tenn., to Panola, 
Miss., and skirmishes (11th) at Coldwater River 
and (14th) at Walnut Hill, Miss. 

Raymond, Miss. Engagement at. 

Jackson, Miss. Lngagement at. 

Champion’s Hill, or Baker’s Creek, Miss. Battle 
of. (Part II.) 

PT ft 
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Vicksburg, Miss.—Continued. 
See also 
May 17,1863. Big Black River Bridge, Miss. Engagement at. (Part 
eT) 
Bridgeport, Miss, Skirmish near. (Part 11.) 
18, 1863. Island No. 82, above Greenville, Miss. Skirmish near. 
(Part II.) 
Horn Lake Creek, Tenn. Skirmish on. (Part II.) 
19,1863. La Grange, Tenn. Scouts from. (Part II.) 
19-July 4, 1863. Vicksburg, Miss. Siege of. (Part II.) 
See also reports of Halleck, p.4; Grant, p. 6. 
Also Jackson, Miss. Engagement at, May 14,1863. Reports of 


Alexander, Jesse I. Hillis, David B. Sherman, William T. 
Bouck, Gabriel. Holmes, Samuel A. Thomas, De Witt C. 
Buckland, Ralph P. Hubbard, Lucius F. Tuttle, James M. 
\ Deimling, Francis C. Matthies, Charles L. , 
Also Port Gibson, Miss. Battle of, May 1, 1863. Reports of 
Buehler, Theodore E. Carr, Eugene A. Logan, John A. 


Also Raymond, Miss. Engagement at, May 12, 1863. Reports of 


Campbell, Franklin. Sanborn, John B. Stevenson, John D. 
Davis, William P. . Smith, John E. 


See also Part II. 
Passage of batteries at. 
By gunboats and transports, April 16, 1863. 
Communications from U.S. Grant...-.. ES eS Eo ide mesn 
Reports of 
Pemberton "JON Ossi ea cin’e Sele oresicistos eciaaie sie eee ae eee 
Smith, Martin Dy 28-2 28s cls selec oc cae ee cus wee eri sore eee eee 
tevenson; Carter hot cot ateeiem ceice otic ciee eter areas om eee eee 
LOMAS, WOLCNZ Ome dries sialm ats < ele) oatmeal ae = tals a leet tele ele 
See also reports of Grant, pp. 30,47; Dana, pp. 74-76; Pemberton, p. 
252. Also Pemberton to Cooper, p. 251. : 
By transports, April 22, 1863. 
Communications from 


Lee, Stephen D 
Reports of 
biskaheanders Bis sc). sscie oct ois aoiewts See ee ea Ree ae eee 
SACKSONG AW AT tics ease wcinic ac ls/aelatnlglet gre pierces ae eee 
Kenn ards: George wsaseciesccce ceo ce eee eee eee eee 
Oliver, William S 
Smith, Martin L 
AHOM as. AsOKENZO, ne sus ee wie ses eine eieels sects ee) eee es eee 
See also reports of Grant, p. 47; Dana, pp. 78,79. Also Grant to Hal- 
leck, p. 31. 
By U.S. S. Indianola, Feb. 13, 1863. See Indianola, U. S. 8. 
By U, 8. S. Queen of the West, Feb. 2, 1863, and capture of steamers, 
Feb. 3, 1863. Reports of 
Ellet, Charles Rivers 
Gardner, Franklin 
Sibley “Henry Hae oo oe arco see cee var nee eee ere nee 
See also report of Grant, p. 14. 
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336 
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Vicksburg, Miss.—Continued. 
Passage of batteries at. 
By U.S8.S. Switzerland, March 25,1868. Reports of 
EB asUO pense ulluvien oa siae cleten Sone loeeial ens ainiasacts nero tae SUR Cee 480 
Ear AU ERO CL WV pear stein sie sista icia <2 s whewiale aetna wales cicicele cee ue See 473 
Pilet) Charles Rivers... sac... acca. alnten sates wiaos als utetetetetele ESE are AT7 
St ONM AN occ eeencls) sciee 6 Scie Risisid Wadtajeloieie ap Shas teat aches 478 
Slevensonn Garters. tea. ate hace Oe Uren oer eee 480 
See also Grant to Halleck, p.23. Also report of Dana, pp. 67, 68. 
Siege of, May 19-July 4, 1863. 
Communications from 
Army Headquarters...... Be ywisiole ee ele cial s ciate nie = Keynes a ata ae ere oe 40, 42 
Brera ht go, fetes ae ei a eae eee 37, 39-43, 60 
Johnston, Joseph Hi. .3.5 cc. <0. cece cn 39, 40, 199, 224, 243, 244, 279-281, 286 
HAM OON MAUL ATAIM occ oe catia emee oe tee ouin Wat cete ck els eae eae 40 
Pemberton, John C ...........- Renesas 59, 243, 272, 275, 278, 279, 281 
NViareD SanyMrerit: Cus caccscuicae soc etctacwaawose oe erences 224, 227-229 
List of captures. Communication from U.S. Grant.........-...-.---- 62 
Reponniote POMnI.  HOIMOY sce — pein a ee sei om Sela ike ne cee ere ater 280 
See also Jackson, Miss. Engagement at, May 14, 1863. Leports of 
Deimling, Francis C. Matthies, Charles L. 
Hillis, David B. Tuttle, James M. 
Also Port Gibson, Miss. Batile of, May1, 1863. Report of 
2 McPherson, James B, 
Also Raymond, Miss. Engagement at, May 12,1863. Reports of 
Campbeil, Franklin. Smith, John 1. 
Davis, William P. : Stevenson, John D. 
Also reporis of Halleck, pp.5,6; Grant, p. 54; McClernand, p. 153. Also 
Part I. 
SKETCMIOL POlMLOPPOSItG sonst lccecleccicet sce ses cease ceceae ceunencciseents 118 
Surrender of, July 4, 1863. 
Communications from 
Davis, Jefferson..... sae Sees CUM Loe ee eee eee oh ee URE 199 
Gira ES Sse otars na emia sie cic sie ale w= ware lesle «icicle sie ofets'ieiete stereo 44, 283-285 
Mounston; Josep Ki co. 2 sia. s okie ls aceon ec ee 199, 230, 231 
Pemberton; John C.-csciccsc. cece ne Soin eea adi cid nu ale Caistere Se eesie eS 283-285 
WisrevoparlmontrOye cee ko cce coe feces te amitas oc omecienc eae 230 
Memorandum of council of C.S. officers as to........--.-..---.------ 330 


See also reports of Halleck, p.6; Grant, p. 57; Dana, p. 114; Pemberton, 
p. 283. Also Grant to Halleck: pp. 44 62, 63; Pomberton to Grant, 
pp. 59-61, 283-285; Grant to Pemberton, pp. 60, 61, 114-116, 283- 
285; Johnston to Seddon, pp. 199, 230, 231; Seddon to Johnston, 
p. 230; Pemberton to Stevenson, et al., p.281. Also Part II. 
Terms of surrender. Communications from 
ATiity, TICACOUAECTS 2 — crm oa minlecccte ome aiainoatt tieels eysiem e e  wninierse else = are 62 
(Cnanalis Binlels Aebde cats pee obra rou bonmermasGooadoe ce D6 6a0e 60, 61, 114-116 
DONMSEON, a OSEDIE Ei semis a <n sccinee = vinie sielerinn|a< vere =o /ialatsirinlelai aie eM eeimiate 231 
Pempertou) Ol Ocmeg sai nate snails ees aie cen Seer acc Sos OU NOL ga NLS 


Vicksburg and Warrenton Batteries. Passage of. See Vicksburg. Passage 
of batteries at, by transports, April 22, 1863. 


Vicksburg, City of, Steamer. Mentioned....-..:-.....-..+---+---- Biaeeees 336, 337 
Victor, Steamer. Mentioned ...--....- Dap b esto Ak ee see ae eeeren eos Sclesseeiers 125 
Wifquain, Victor. Mentioned ....-...022. coe cee eens een e ence ee tonnes 600 
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Vigo, Steamer. Mentioned 12.2302. .5.10 02.2 eeseiionie te =e ose ite creer e sees 313. 
Virginia Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries: Botetourt, 318, 659, 661, 662, 664, 667, 669, 673, 
674, 678, 679, 681, 682. 


‘Volunteer, Steamer: Mentioned’. 222.2... 26 scleeeeleisare cmate ee elects cere 397 
Voorhees, icutenant. “Mentioned 22.2. 2.2 «eas berilec es «ates ea eteniecioe tees 514 
Veorhees; Alexander, Mentioned: . 22222 -ceces nas erase teeiee coma sence 632 
WioOrmics Ac Er.  Mentioneds sje. cnet seimmniiaereeaiteee wee euler ieteetats SEO AS 413, 417 
IMOWAGH, Zeliiy 1G, Mentioned ote ccc sto ee cles eraieoe! ae nie ast clete atte tare a eteeetaera rere 357 
Waddell,-James£".. Mentioned 22/2. 2 <- es ccoe oe cocaine casas a ee eee 318, 319 
Waddell O.7A. “Mentioned <5: ccs. = 2s-6 = 5 cielo saleteee a eaieleleeta tate teeter meena 319 
wade; William. ) Mentioned -c. 22 s\octh eee ne a dee sens eeee 257, 469, 574, 575, 669 
Wadley. William IV. -Mentioned 2 2sts5st22ss20.55 bacon e et ee ater eee 290, 298 
Widener Pr Oilip ss MOM tlONCd scorn cc ct cm a cins one oielelete = = miesteleramtetet atte 735 
Weaketield sbdwiny » Mentioned). tien cteaeetenra at = samen meters 643, 652, 653, 716 
Wealden John FY ‘Mentioned: 222.:.2...222220¢2s% eceee esc aeeee eee aes ee eerie: 
WV aldralip, bss.) PNLOITLOMEM ey opp a tar cc etnrore siclelay stale) ore efiee ie ale ataye la ele tele are ee rate 430 
'Walke, Henry. 
Correspondence: with Alfred: W. Ellet.- 2:2. - oes atmiecteae wn ulnl a eiseetee ae eet AT4 
Mertioned Sctecs.. cies oo das on ceeic cede see sk einine -ceias teen ete etenee 476, 517 
Wralker,,———.- Mentioned a. 5 5.02 8 oe soos aes lneniesele cts eee en esate 278 
Walker, C.H. 
IMOINGTOMEG beter Nopsiorers sialein's e elet niarals siete i stein) aeke Mette minloters obsleve toes eta mmmetae arene 50, 737 
Report of engagement at Raymond, Miss., May 12, 1863 ...-....--.....2.. 739 
iWrallkers5.(G. oMentioned 32... ss cietale simicls niet eter a ola stalls eee ere es 294 
WWVGIKCT id.L ES. SP NLON ELON OC rete aie Ne wisn nocd cwleis eaechesictete 6 ate eeay este ate Rete eae 537,415 
Walker, John'iGar (Cits.)s Mentioned a 2-6 oo. ccs rience si ere eee eee 95 
Walker, John G. (U.S. N.) Mentioned.......-. 380, 383, 390, 391, 397, 399, 430, 576 
iWialker, JOSeph,, Mentioned soto. 2. ace cca as ve savicke cee see aioe tee aera 783. 
Wealker; Samuels “Mentioned s. <2 coc icteseeces sec comeusced: oot ose eee 402 
Walker, W.H. T. 
Correspondence with John C. Pemberton ob Se he nine ite ese ee ee 324, 325 
Mentioned .... 89,90, 94, 96, 102, 190-192, 194, 216, 239, 240, 243, 245, 324, 638, 739, 786 
Vial aun @ sem Menton dic fe cyte cine a sctiticcieict= eels ee ee ee 416, 417 
Wallace, Martin R. M. 
Mentioned scifi es chase os 22 sa ge sed ace nee Shoceee sates sees eee ee eee 423 


Report of expedition from Collierville, Tenn., March 8-12, 1863..-........ 427 
Walls Bridge, Tickfaw River, La. Skirmish at, May 1, 1863. See Grier- 
sows Raid to Baton Rouge, La., April 17-May 2, 1863. Reports of 
De Bann, J. Grierson, Benjamin H. Richardson, Robert V. 
Gantt, George. Miles, W. R. 
Walnut Hill, Miss. Skirmishes at and near, May 14, 1863. See Panola, 
Miss. Expedition from La Grange, Tenn., to, May 11-15, 1863. 
Reports of 


Chalmers, James R. ‘ Hatch, Edward. 

Walsh, Bavward, Steamer) Mentioned )o2 sss. cos w= su eeeoe eee eee 405 
Woalsh, John, Steamer: | Mentioned ss. 2213 sbsecedeses pacastee see eee neae 380 
ewialshy Et. Co Mentioned co eos co aislcine oe Sete eeniste See oe oa eee eee 668, 669 
Walter, 5. F.- Memtionediis. cis cismcrasl «/-cnWinn Covina eee esa Ree onl ane a ene 714 
Walton, Mr. Mentioned.-.....:.2... SSE Se SAAD ESR ACEC SoC dodo sac usen Sei 69 
War Department, C. S. Correspondence with 

Brag sBrax tones’ scoala cuclos eal ea aa ts Aare ters Wee een aeons 218 

DAViS, JestersON <i scranvicn sec cove nek ee eee see skeen 194, 213, 216, 231, 236, 237 


Johnston, Joseph E..... 199, 203, 204, 209, 211, 215, 218-220, 223-235, 238, 243, 244 
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Page 

War Department, C. S.—Continued, Correspondence with 
RING oS UMTULOtotarcratatattate state Wiafe/a cats Gin Maleletarare br acres ktha ene tae owe ou eel 214 
WUlOMROVORR ES Aialewte Cuisine voliastvan Sedacajscesel vis ceeeces ced eeeeswcusuN 231 
inembertongd OHM Gries ss sedalececscctscseece secu 259, 289, 299, 321, 322, 325, 347 


War Department, U.S. 
Correspondence with 
Dana, Charles A : 

aM Gey ROG Verma Sa A ebie micialis.cid cc sie\ciceet s a.cis dices si'sieie oie Us one hy ere 476 


LUE Diy LO NODmAts ears S cotscic race a oaie bee hee oe onl eRe 86 
MeE@lernand cl OUDEAM oratsciswibiowic aroiceicsette sae celle one coe 166, 168, 169 

Orders, series 1862: Oct. 21, 12. 
Meee CcOLN OMS Se MONGIONCT foo cscin sop icicise = deelnnss was at cuateme mises eee 720 
ACE ODT mm CTLIONOC) san cte's| ciectaisieicini ais sa icbesislacacs se tecces tases Beeps 566 
Ea Me (MODMODOD ic orca - case renee cere occa cawalasecdce snes eede ented 430 
Mvidistacle;otcamers Menvoned eis... dcc ssc s2c sete mesa soeewsvewseelecnecde 15 


Warmoth, Henry C. 
Correspondence with John A. McClernand..............-200---2--ccee0-- 180 
Mentioned: ssc. ..-< -— este resioel< aia siwahalciajtestemiafeisinrtle sin oe tte care ORL OT 
Warren, William F. Moneoncd: we Lire Sia tae aaetice estate las serskts Wee clorein ee as mma sed 
Warrenton, Miss. Passage of batteries at, by U. Ss. 8. Queen of the west 
Feb. 3, 1863. Report of Charles Rivers Ellet:................- 837 
Warrenton and Vicksburg Batteries. Passage of. See Vicksburg. Pietee 
of batteries at, by transports, April 22, 1863. 
Warrenton Batteries. Attack on, by U.S. 8. Hartford, March 23, 1863. See 
Hartford, U. S. 8. 
Washburn, Cadwallader C. ; 
Merrow Soe. fo ass vats sens 57, 94-96, 100, 104, 137, 361, 374-376, 378, 387, 401 
Reports of Yazoo Pass Expedition, Feb. 24—April 8, 1863-............---. 401, 402 
Washburn, Henry D. Mentioned......-.............-..---- 618, 621, 622, 626, 627 
Washington, Edward C. Mentioned............---...-..----.------ 435, 441, 756 
MVatcrDULy, stephen, Mentioned... 2. 2ccs cs c= oa wecnlcnsc cece co banece cain s0a0 


mi aternouse, Adien C..- Mentioned -~ < <2)... 2a cp cise coe n acne coos acoceseons 760 
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Willig meonidas, .. Mentioned. co. etc. come einen shee seceece ae ee eee 563 
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*No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Skirmish near, Feb. 19, 1863. Report of John A. McClernand ......:..... 360 
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See also reports of Grant, pp. 17, 20-26, 28, 45, 46; Soe pp. 68-66, 68; Pember- 
ton, p. 249. Also Grant lo Halleck, pp. 23, 24. 
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*No circumstantial reports on file. 
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